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PROCEEDINGS   ON  THE  TRIAL. 


It  has  been  suggested  as  desirable  to  connect  the  several  pimn  or  the 
speeches  contwied  in  the  present  publication  bj  notices 
of  the  interrening  proceedings  on  the  trial ;  and  it  has  been 
judged  that  such  notices  would  be  most  oonvenientlj 
introduced  by  being  brought  together,  in  a  narrative  form, 
at  the  commencement  of  each  volume.  In  entering  on  the 
plan  at  the  present  point,  it  will  be  necessary  to  supply 
here  what  should  properly  have  been  prefixed  to  the 
first  volume-— to  join  with  the  account  of  the  proceed- 
ings connected  with  this  portion  of  the  work  a  view  of 
the  course  of  the  trial  firom  its  commencement.  Any 
indication  of  opinion  in  favour  of  either  the  prosecution  or 
defence  will  be  avoided;  and  nothing  further  will  be 
attempted  than  to  narrate  the  occurrences  of  each  day's 
sitting  of  the  Court,  and  briefly  to  refer  to  public  incidents 
directly  influencing  or  growing  out  of  the  impeachment,  in 
order  that  the  progress  of  the  trial  may  be  present  to  the 
reader's  mind  as  he  takes  up  each  succeeding  speech. 

Little  occurred  that  requires  mention  during  the  period  Little  objec- 
embraced  in   the  first  volume :    the  speeches    themselves  to  evidence 
are    the    engrossing    objects    of  the    earlier  part   of   the  the  two  fint 
trial      The  evidence  which  they  introduced  or  commented 
on  was   received  with   little    opposition   from  the  Defen- 
dant's Counsel;  and  it  is.  not  our  object  to  detail  the  evi- 


U  PB0G£EDING8  OK  THE  TBZAL. 

dence  itself^  which  was  published  at  the  time  by  authority  of 
the  Courts.    Although  exception  was  sometimes  taken  to  evi- 
dence,  and   angry  discussions  occasionally    arose  between 
the  Managers  and  Counsel,  the  course  of  the  proceedings 
Oppodtion   during  the  prosecution  on  the  two  first  Articles  of  the  im- 
<»*j»o*i»w  peachment  was  comparatively  smooth.     But  in  supporting 
the  sixth  Charge,  relating  to  presents  alleged  to  have  been 
received  from  corrupt  motives,  the  Managers  were  again  and 
again  opposed  by  the   Counsel  for   the   defence,   in  their 
endeavours  to  introduce    particular    matters  of    evidence* 
The  contests  arising  from  these  differences  were  carried  on 
in  arguments  which  sometimes  extended  over  the  entire  day's 
sitting  of  the  Court ;  and  the  questions  proposed  were  of  so 
nice  a  character  that  the  proceedings  were  more  than  once 
suspended,  while  they  were  referred  to  the  Judges  for  solu- 
tion.   In  some  instances,  the  disputes  between  the  Managers 
and  Counsel  were  determined  by  the  mere  expression  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor's  opinion ;  but  more  commonly  they  were 
formally  discussed  by  the  Lords,  who,  on  such  occasions, 
retired  from  the  Hall  to  their  own  chamber,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  their  judgment,  and,  on  their  return, 
announced  it  through  the  Chancellor.     The  duration  of  the 
trial  was  much  affected  by  the  frequency  of  these  discussions. 
Although  the  number  of  sittings  of  the  Court  occupied  by  the 
prosecution  on  the  two  first  and  the  two  second  charges  was 
nearly  the  same,  tlie  time  over  which  they  were  spread  was 
very  unequal.     In  the  former  case,  the  sittings  were  included 
in  one  session  of  Parliament5  from  the  beginning  of  Feb- 
ruary to  the    13th  of  June,    1788;  in  the   latter,   they 
were  spread  over  three  sessions  ;  partly,  it  is  true,  owing  to 
interruptions  of  a  special  character,  but  in  a  considerable 
degree  in  consequence  of  the  numerous  adjournments  of  the 
Court  for  lengthened  periods,  to  allow  opportunity  to  the 
Lords  for  debating  on,  or  to  the  Judges  for  considering,  the 
questions  disputed  between  the  parties.     The  struggles  were 
occasioned  by  the  difference  of  view  taken  by  the  Managers 
and  Mr.  Hastings*  Counsel  of  the  rule  proper  to  be  followed 
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r^arding  the  admission  of  evidence.  The  former  chafed  at 
the  restraints  imposed  on  them  by  the  forms  of  Common 
Law  Courts^and  asserted  the  right  of  adducing  such  evidence 
as  bore  upon  their  case  without  regard  to  technical  limita- 
tions. The  latter  used  all  their  skill  as  lawyers  in  baffling 
these  pretensions  of  their  opponents,  and  were  ever  on  the 
watch  to  resist  the  slightest  informality ;  and  each  imputed 
to  the  other  the  design  of  defeating  justice  by  endlessly 
protracting  the  proceedings.  The  altercations  between  the 
contending  parties^  principally  conducted  by  Mr.  Burke  and 
Mr.  Fox^  on  the  part  of  the  Managers^  and  by  Mr.  Law  on 
the  side  of  the  Defendant,  were  often  of  an  angry  tone. 
They  were  reported  in  full  by  Mr.  Gumey,  who  was  em- 
ployed by  the  Managers  as  their  short-hand  reporter^  and 
who,  not  by  deputy^  as  implied  in  our  previous  mention  of 
this  subject/  but^  as  we  have  the  authority  of  his  grandson, 
Mr.  Joseph  Gumey,  for  stating,  with  his  own  hand,  took 
notes,  still  extant,  of  the  whole  proceedings. 

The  preparations  for  the  trial  in  Westminster  Hall,  and  1788. 
the  ceremony  of  opening  the  Court,  have  already  been  — 
described;!  and  we  shall  now  endeavour  to  give  a  short 
connected  narrative  of  the  proceedings  from  day  to  day ;. 
not,  as  we  have  said,  attempting  to  dissect  the  evidence 
brought  forward,  but  simply  stating  the  subject  which  occu- 
pied the  attention  of  the  Court  at  each  of  its  sittings,  and 
noticing  the  numerous  disputes  which  arose  on  the  admissi- 
bility of  evidence,  and  other  incidents  illustrating  the  history 
of  the  prosecution. 

The  Court  was  formed  on  the  13th  of  February,  1788,  Opening  of 
and,  simultaneously  with  the  first  exercise  of  their  functions  i«  Feb.  was. 
as  prosecutors,  the  Managers  were  obliged  to  protect  them- 
selves from  attempts  to  discredit  the  honesty  of  their  motives. 
On  the  14th  of  the  month,  Mr.  Fox  called  the  attention  of 


♦  See  Vol  I.,  Introduction,  p.  xll 
t  See  Ibid.,  p.  xzxix. 


IT  PB0CEEDIKG6  ON  THK  TRIAL. 

1788.  the  House  of  Commons  to  a  pamphlet,  of  a  libellous  cba^ 
Prosecution  ^^ctcr,  published  by  Mr.  Stoekdale,  and  read  passages  from 
piim^u^  it,  in  which  the  charges  against  Mr.  Hastings  were  asserted 
to  be  groundless^  and  his  impeachment  ascribed  to  party 
feelings.  The  motion  for  a  prosecution  by  the  Attorney 
General  was  supported  by  the  Ministers,  after  a  slight 
amendment  of  the  terms  of  it ;  and  the  trial  of  Mr.  Stockdale 
in  the  Court  of  Eling^s  Bench,  on  the  9th  of  December 
following,  when  he  was  defended  by  Mr.  Erskine,  resulted 
in  a  verdict  of  acquittal 

The  two  first  days,  the  13th  and  1 4th  of  February,  were- 

occupied   in    reading    the   Articles    of  impeachment,   and 

Mr.  Hastings'  answers  to  them. 

Barkers  ^  ^®  ^^^^  ^^  February,    Mr.  Burke  commenced  his 

J£3ta^h-  General  Opening  of  the  charge,  and  continued  his  speech 

"'•°*'         through  the  two  following  court  days,  the  16th  and  18th  of 

February,  terminating  it  on  the  following  day.* 
Opposition        After  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Burke's  speech,  the  Managers 
Managen  to  of  the  prosccution  and  the  Counsel  for  the  Defendant  inmie* 
^^J^wiM^diately  found  themselves  at  issue  as  to  the  order  of  the 
future  proceedings.     On  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  it  was 
urged  by   Mr.  Fox  that     ea     Article  ought  t6  be  taken 
separately,  the   evidence  produced   and  the  defence  made 
to  it,  as  a  distinct    charge ;    and   he   referred  to    prece- 
dents in  the  conduct  of  the  impeachment  of  the   Earl   of 
Macclesfield  and  Lord  Strafibrd.     This  course  was  objected 


*  It  is  stated  by  the  author  of  the  contemporary  **  History  of  the  Trial  **  that 
— *'  In  the  course  of  the  first  day's  speech  he  worked  up  the  passions  of  the 
Court  in  so  powerftil  a  manner,  when  he  described  the  sufferings  of  the 
native  EUndoos  under  the  govemment  of  Mr.  Hastings,  that  the  Court  repeatedly 
called  out '  Hear  I  hear!' "  And,  in  reference  to  the  description  of  the  cruelties 
practised  by  Deby  Sing  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  prorince  of  Rungpore,  on 
the  third  day  of  his  speech,  the  same  author  states  that — **  In  this  part  of  his 
speech  Mr.  Burke's  descriptions  were  more  Tiyid,  more  harrowing  and  more 
horrible,  than  human  utterance,  on  either  fiict  or  &ncy,  perhaps  ever  formed 
before.  The  agitation  of  most  people  was  very  apparent,  and  Mrs.  Sheridan 
was  so  overpowered  that  she  fainted.'*  Mr.  Biu-ke  is  described  as  **  dropping 
his  head  upon  his  hands  a  few  minutes,**  overcome  by  his  own  emotions.  He 
was  shortly  afterwards  taken  ill,  and  obliged  to  disoontinne  his  address  for 
that  day. 
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to    hy  Mn  Hastings'  Counsel,  who  insisted,  on  grounds  as     1788. 
If  ell  of  convenience  to  the  Court  as  of  justice  to  their  client^      ■^~"- 
that  the  eyidence  on  all  the  Articles   should   be  brought 
forward  before  the  Defence  was  opened.     The  Lords  with- 
drew to  their  chamber  to  consider  their  judgm 

The  question  was  regarded  as  of  considerable  importance  immrtanoe 
to  the  success  of  the  prosecution,  and  much  difference  of  quefSon. 
opinion  was  shown  in  the  discussion  of  it  in  the  House 
of  Liords.  Although  the  House  eventually  adopted  the 
opinion  of  Lord  Chancellor  Thiurlow,  who^  at  great  length, 
argued  in  favour  of  the  course  proposed  by  Mr.  Hastings' 
Counsel,  as  many  as  thirteen  peers,  including  the  Dukes 
of  Devonshire,  Bedford  and  Portland,  with  Lord  Lough- 
borough^  entered  a  protest  against  the  decision  of  the 
migority. 

On  the  next  court  day,  the  22nd  of  February,  addres- 
sing the  Managers,  the  Chancellor  said,  ''I  have,  in  charge, 
to  inform  you  that  you  are  to  produce  your  evidence  in 
support  of  the  prosecution  before  Mr.  Hastings  is  called 
upon  for  his  defence." 

Immediately  after  the  announcement  of  their  Lordships'  S^giSg.**' 
judgment,  Mr.  Fox  proceeded  to  open  the  first  Article  of  ^^^^^^ 
the  impeachment,  relating  to  the  treatment  of  Cheyt  Sing^  ®"^* 
Kaja  of  Benares,  and  concluded  his  speech  on  the  same  day. 
His  auditory  is  stated  to  have  been  more  numerous  than  that 
of  any  previous  day  of  the  trial. 

On  the  25th  of  February,  Mr.  Grey  opened  the  remainder 
of  the  first  Article  of  the  charge  ;*  and,  on  the  conclusion 


•  The  following  is  the  criticism  of  the  aathor  of  the  "  History  of  the  Trial " 
on  the  character  of  Mr.  Grey's  speech,  and  his  manner  of  delirery  : — **  Mr.  Grey 
was  nearly  two  hoars  in  delivering  his  speech.  His  manner  was  suited  to  the 
occasion  ;  he  was  fervid,  graceful  and  impressive.  He  was  collected,  without 
arrogance  ;  free  in  his  expression,  without  any  rattle  of  volubility  ;  firm  in  his 
sentiments,  with  scarcely  any  disgusting  obduracy  to  the  defendant.  Mr.  Grey 
spoke  like  a  man  in  earnest.  He  did  not  philosophiHC,  agitate  and  edify,  so 
powerfully  as  Mr.  Barke  ;  but  he  showed  some  reading  and  some  abstract 
reflection.  He  not  only  dechumed,  but  his  speech  had,  what  is  less  attainable 
br  lo  yoong7a  man,  much  good  arrangement  and  I  acid  order.*' — History  of  the 
Trial,  Ste^  Fwci  U  p.  20. 
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1788.    of  his  speech,  the  Managers  proceeded  to  adduce  evidence  in 

support  of  the  charge. 

BTidenoeon      After  the  examination  of  witnesses  to  prove  the  terms  of 

Charge.        the  roy al  charter  granted  to  the  East  India  Company,  in  1 69G, 

M^HaSt^'   the  appointment  of  Mr.  Hastings  as  Governor  General,  and 

b^Sfhe*^  ^^^  Act  of  Parliament  of  1774,  the  Managers  were  proceeding 

o^mons,    to  read  Mr.  Hastings'  Defence  to  the  first  Article,  delivered 

before  the  Ilou83  of  Commons,  as  entered  in  the  journals  of 

the  House,  but  were  stopped  by  the  Counsel,  who  insisted  on 

the  original  minutes  of  the  Defence  being  produced,  with 

which  demand  the  Managers  complied. 

QuMtionof       On  the  26th  of  February,  the   ninth  day  of  the  trial, 

extracto       various  papers  were  read  as   evidence  on  the  first  Charge ; 

nente.        and,  in  reference  to  an  objection  made  by  the  Managers  to 

the    unnecessary  reading   of  an   entire   document   by   the 

Counsel,  when  a  portion  only  was  cit^d,  the  Lord  Chancellor 

decided  that  "  if  a  paper  is  produced.it  must  be  read  entire) 

if  required  by  either  party,  and  that  the  House,  for  the 

present,  must  put  a  confidence  in  the  party  who  shall  insist 

upon   its   being   so   read  entire  that    they  will   not   do  it 

Objections    frivolously."*   An  objection  w.os  made  by  the  Counsel,  at  the 

of  0^1^   end  of  the  day,  to  the  reading  of  a  letter  from  the  court  of 

chir^***^     Directors  to  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  olFered  as 

proving  a  breach  of  orders  by  Mr.  Hastings,  there  being  no 

allegation  of  the  offence   in   the  Article,  and    the  Court 

adjourned. 

jjecirionin       On  the  28th  of  Febmary,  the  Lord  Chancellor  announced 

that  the  Managers  were  at  liberty  to  read  the  letter  objected 


to  by  the  Counsel.  Further  documentary  evidence  was  then 
read,  without  opposition,  togetlier  with  several  extracts 
from  Mr.  Hastings'  Narrative  of  the  Insurrection  in  Benares, 

in  1781.t 
Question  of       On  the  29th  of  February,  other  extracts  were  read  from 
extnctti.      Mr.  Hastings*  Narrative,  and  further  documentary  evidence 


♦  "  Minutes  of  the  Evidence,"  p.  46. 

t  The  entire  Narr?*ive  is  printed  in    the  *' Minutes  of  the   Evidence,' 
DP   109  '•"'^ 
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adduced.     A  discussion  arose  on  a  proposal  by  Mr.  Adam    178& 
for  printing  the  extracts   from    Mr.    Hastings'    Narrative      ""* 
in  the   "  Minutes  of  the  Evidence,"  without  reading  them 
in  Court ;  the  proposal  was   rejected,  at  the  suggestion  of 
Earl  Stanhope,  and  the  extracts  were  read  at  length.     Oral 
testimony  was  taken  during  the  latter  part  of  the  sitting ; 
and  Mr.  John  Stables,  Mr.  Fox  Calcraft,  both  of  whom  had  Examimfc. 
served    in  a  military  capacity  in   Benares,   and  Mr.  John  ^^Wes, 
Benn,  who  had  been  the  assistant  to  the  Company's  Resident  andBcmu 
at    Benares,   were    examined.      A  question  being  put  by 
the  Managers  to  the  latter  witness,  to  show  he  had  given 
contrary  evidence  before  the  House  of  Commons,  objection  oiijectkm  to 
was  raised  by  the  Counsel  for  Mr.  Hastings,  on  the  ground  thSOTm 
that  it  was  "  perfectly  new  in  judicature  that  any  person 
producing  a  witness  should  himself  undertake  to  impeach 
his  credit."      Arguments   were   heard   on   either   side ;    it 
being  explained  on  the  part  of  the    Managers   that  their 
object  was  to  show  "  that  the  witness  had  not  said  clearly  QufBtion 

wnfiMfiul  to 

that  which  we  can  prove,  from  a  former  examination,  it  was  the  Judges, 
in  his  power  to  say."     It  being  late  in  the  afternoon,  the 
Lords  adjourned  to  their  own  chamber,  and  the  question  in 
dispute  was  referred  to  the  Judges. 

After  an  interval  of  six  weeks,  occasioned  by  the  absence 
of  the  Judges  on  circuit,  the  Lords  again  assembled  in  the 
Hall   on   the    10th  of  April;    when   the  Lord  Chancellor  i>«w<m 
announced  their  decision  that  "  it  was  not  competent  for  the  jESSgenb 
Managers  to  put  the  question   proposed  by  them  to  the 
witness."      On   the   announcement   of   this   resolution   the 
Managers  asked  leave  to  withdraw.     They  shortly  returned,  g^toitof 
and  Mr.  Fox,  addressing  the  Court,  stated  it  was  impossible 
the  Managers  could,  in  their  minds,  acquiesce  in  the  de- 
cision.    That  it  was  so  important  to  the  whole  proceedings 
that  only  their  feeling  it  a  superior  duty  to  proceed  with 
despatch  in  the  triJil  withheld  them  from  appealing  to  the 
House   of    Commons    for   instructions.      That   they   were 
thoroughly  convinced  they  had  a  right  to  put  tlie  question. 
That,  in  cases  of  impeachment^  which  are  usually  directed 


•  •• 
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1788.     against  persons  of  influence,  the  witnesses  are  likely  to  give 

" —      unwilling  testimony.    That   they   the  more  regretted  the 

decision  because  it  was  at  variance  with  a  previous  one,  in 

which   their  Lordships    asserted    their    adherence    to  the 

practice  of  the  lower  courts.     That  they  acquiesced^  ^'  not 

acknowledging  the  principle  which  is  held  out  to  us^  but 

upon  the  principle   of  convenience — that    we  would  not 

delay  this  trial ;  always  protesting  in  favour  of  the  ri^ts 

of  the  Commons  of  England^  which  we  do  not  mean  to  admit 

it  to  be  a  precedent  for  superseding  and  for  destroying.'** 

Mr.Benn         Mr.  Bcnn  and  Colonel   Grardiner  were  then  examined^ 

^urdinw"^   principally  with  respect  to  the  arrest  of  Cheyt  Sing,  and  his 

treatment  dunng  connnementt 

Anstruther'i      ^^  ^^^    ^^*^  ^^  April,  the  thirteenth  day  of  the  trial, 

SSenTO^orf  ^^'  Anstruthcr,  on  the  part  of  the  Managers,  summed  up 

^2J^*      the  evidence  produced  in  support  of  the  first  Article  of  the 

ObMTTiP      impeachment     And,  on  the  conclusion  of  his  speech,  Mr. 

Mr.  Burke.   Burkc  made  a  few  observations  on  the  subject  of  the  insults 

offered  to  Cheyt  Sing  during  his  arrest,  and  on  the  treatment 

shown  to  Durbejey  Sing  during  his  imprisonment.}     And 

thus  the  case  for  the  prosecution  was  closed  on  the  Benares 

charge. 


Adam's  On  the  15th  of  April,  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  trial,  Mr. 

tho8ec»nd  Adam  Opened  the  second  Article  of  the  impeachment, relating 
to  alleged  acts  of  injustice  towards  the  Begums  of  Oude,  the 

in*^gtion  mother  and  widow  of  the  deceased  Nawab  of  Ouda     An 

*n«^  incident  which  occurred  during  the  delivery  of  his  speech 

requires  notice.  In  the  course  of  his  argument,  he  charged 
Mr.  Hastings  with  having  falsified  dates  in  his  Narrative  of 


♦  Gumcy*8  Report,  MS. 

t  It  is  stated,  in  the  "  History  of  the  Trial,''  that "  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the 
Duke  of  York,  and  the  Dukes  of  Gloacester  andCiimberiand,  were  presentduring 
the  day's  proceedings.  The  Commons  were  few  in  number  ;  and  the  aodience 
lessened  so  continually,  from  time  to  time,  that  at  last  scaroely  any  hearers 
but  those  who  were  obliged  to  bear  were  left  in  the  Court*'— Part  I.,  p.  27. 

]:  Printed  in  Volume  I.  of  the  present  work,  p.  362. 
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the  iiiBiirrection  in  Benares.      Galled  by  the  imputation,    1788. 
Mr.  Hastings  whispered  to  a  gentleman  in  his  box  that  the 
assertion  was  false.    The  words  were  caught  by  Mr.  Adam^ 
who,  in  violent  terms,  protested  against  the  interruption  and 
repeated  his  charge.* 

On  the  16th  of  April,  Mr.  Pelham  supported  the  second  f^fSSSmd 
Article  of  the  charge.     On  the  close  of  his  speech,  Mr.  Sheri-  S^^]^. 
dan  rose  to  conduct  the  evidence  to  be  brought  forward  on  the  Evidenoo. 
Article  now  opened ;  having  first,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
Defendant's  Counsel,  proposed  that,  in  future,  not  the  whole  ^^SuS^ 
of  any  voluminous  paper  exhibited  in  evidence  should  be  l^^^^t 
printed,  but  only  the  part  specially  applying  to  the  subject,  p^p®"* 
He  then  proceeded  t/^  pmvft  a  pi^Ti^^d  papAr  A^mnlaf  Af^  in 

tEe  lobby  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  purporting  to  be 

a  second  Defence  of  Mn  Hastings  upon  the  second  Article 

of  the  Cluutyct    MajorScott,  who^^when_Mn  Hwtings.w^ 

in  India,  hadT^t^f^ETcoSgdential^eut  in  England,  ^^^ 

and  from  the  commencement  of  the  present  proceftHingfl  h^  i^-'ISoMid 

feen-^staanch  supporter,  both  in  the  House  of  Commons  ^'^^ 

and  in  the   public  prfi?«r  ^^  f^^am\nf^A  Ky  Mr.  SsViPrSHftn    pn 

the  subject  of  this  second  Defence,  and  stated  that  he  had 
distributed  a  few  copies  of  it  among  members  of  the  House. 
He  was  then  questioned  as  to  the  composition  of  Mr.  Hast-  The  first 
inire'  first  Defence  at  the    bar  of  the  House  of  Commons,  composed  by 

P  ■     L       ^  T .        ^  MendBof 

and  inibrmed  the  Court  that  it  was  written  within  the  space  JJjl^^*^' 
of  six  days,  but  that  the  only  portions  of  it  composed  by 
Mr.  Hastings  himself  were  the  general  introduction  and  the 
answers  to  the  Articles  concerning  the  Rohilla  war  and  the 
King's  tribute.  He  specified  the  authors  of  the  other  parts  of 
the  Defence,  viz.,  the  witness  himself,  Mr.  Halhed,  Mr.  Shore, 

*  The  observation  of  the  historian  of  the  trial  upon  Mr.  Adam's  speech  is 
as  foUows — **  Mr.  Adam  was  up  three  hours  and  an  half,  and  was  heard  with 
great  attention.  In  many  parts  he  desenred  it  In  parts  there  was  a  violence 
hberal  men  do  not  love.  The  Commons  were  more  numerous  than  usual. 
The  female  part  of  the  audience  were  in  greater  numbers  than  have  lately  been 
seen." — History  of  the  Trial,  Part  I.,  p.  33. 

-f  It  Is  headed  **  The  real  State  of  the  FacU  contained  in  the  Fourth  Article 
of  Mr.  Burke*s  Charge,  divested  of  all  extraneous  matter  in  which  they  are 
«iif«kfed  i*  ndiB  pri^xted  in  the  **  Minutes  of  Evidence,*'  p.  368. 
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1788.    a  member  of  the   Supreme  Council,  Mr.  Middleton,  Mr. 

'  Markham,  Mr.  Baber,  Major  Gilpin  and  Mr.  Benn ;  and  he 

stated  that  many  passages  were  introduced  into  the  paper,  hy 

the  different  contributors  to  it,  which  Mr.  Hastings  himself 

had  never  read  when  it  was  presented  to  the  House. 

gjj^}"*-         On  the  17th  of  April,  the  sixteenth  day  of  the  trial,  Mr. 

Mr.  Holt.  Holt,  who  had  been  assistant  to  the  Resident  at  Lucknow, 
in  1779  and  1780,  was  examined  for  five  consecutive  hours, 
principally  with  the  object  of  proving  Mr.  Hastings'  influence 
over  the  Nawab  of  Oudc ;  and  his  examination  wns  resumed 

Mi^o'         on  the  22nd  of  ApriL     It  was  followed  by  various  written 

XnGoring.  evidence,  and  subsequently  by  the  examination  of  Major 

Mr.  stables.  Brown,  Mr.  Goring  and  Mr.  Stables. 

Exunini^         The  principal  witness  examined  on    the  23rd,  the  24th 

tionofMr.  .  .  .  .     i 

Middieton.   and  29th,  of  April  was   Mr.  Middleton,   formerly  political 

Resident  at  the  court  of  Lucknow.     He  is  stated  to  have 

shown  much  confusion  in  giving  his  evidence,  and  to  have 

resorted  to  the  plea  of  forgetfulness  when  pressed  on  subjects 

which  it  was  hard  to  believe  had  escaped  his  memory. 

gMmtajj"         On  the  30th  of  April,  Major  Scott  was  again  examined  at 

SS?Mid^  great  length,  and  again  on  the  1st  of  May.     After  which, 

*^*^  various  letters  were  produced  and  read,  and  Mr.  Middieton 

was  once  more  examined. 
orsirEUjiii      O^  ^®  6*^  o^  May,  a  great  deal  of  written  evidence  was 
impv.        given  in  and  read,  and  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  formerly  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  Bengal,  was  examined  on  the  subject  of  the  affidavits 
sworn  before  him  relative  to  the  insurrection  in  Benares. 

Of  Mr  Mid-      ^^  *^®  ^^'^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  May,  after  the  reading  of  much 
dieton.        written  evidence,  Mr.  Middieton  was  examined  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  seizure  of  the  Begums'  jagirs. 
OfCapt.  After  an    adjournment  for   the   Whitsun    holidays,   the 

wkTSionei  Court  rcsumed  on  the  20  th  of  May,  when  various  written 
Achmutty.    gyj^g^^  y^^  adduced,  and  Captain  Edwards  and  Colonel 
Achmutty  were  examined,  mainly  in  relation  to  the  alleged 
rebellion  of  the  Begums. 

QM-bUngof       ^^  ^^®  2^^*  ^^  Maj,  extracts  were  read  from  the  Persian 
letters.        correspondence,  during  Mr.  Hastings'  administration,  to  show 
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that  the  letiera  had  been  garbled  and  mutilated,  and  that     1788. 
forged  papers  had  been  introduced  among  them.  Other  written 
evidence  was  read,  to  sliow  that  the  resumption  of  the  jagirs 
was  against  the  wish  of  the  Nawab.    In  the  course  of  the  day, 
Major  Scott  presented  himself  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  a  S^JJidenoe 
statement  made  by  him  at  a  previous  examination,  and  in  gjott?^***^ 
which  he  had  denied  that  he  had  made  any  other  communica- 
tion respecting  presents  received  by  Mr.  Hastings  than  what 
he  had  already  mentioned.     He  now  acknowledged  a  letter 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Directors,  detailing  every  instsmce  of 
such  receipt  of  presents  by  Mr.  Hastings.     Sir  Elijah  Impey  8irB.impey 
also  was  called  in,  to  authenticate  certain  letters  which  he  questions. 
had  delivered  to  the  House  of  Commons ;  and  an  interrup- 
tion to  the  proceedings  was  occasioned  by  his  hesitating  to 
answer  the  questions  put  to  Iiim — first,  on  the  ground  that 
he  was  afraid  of   exposing  himself  to  censure,  as  he  had 
been  already  charged^  in  the  House  of  Commons,  with  ar- 
rogance  and  contumaciousness  in  his  mode  of   conducting 
himself  on    a  previous   examination ;    and,  secondly,   from 
apprehension  of  his  evidence  being  turned  against  himself  in 
a  prosecution  he  was  threatened  with  by  the  Commons.     He 
subsequently  complained  that  snares  were  laid  for  him  in 
his    examination — an  expression   which,    Mr.  Fox  insisted, 
deserved  the  reprimand  of  the  Court. 

On  the  22nd  of  May,  Mr.  Furlin<X)  who  had  acted  as  the  Ezamirub- 
Company ^s  Resident  at  Luckuow,  was  examined  by  the  Earl  of  Mr.  Purling. 
Suffolk  respecting  the  state  of  the  province  of  Oude.  Written 
evidence  was  presented,  and  Sir  Elijah  Impey  corrected  a  Correction 
discrepancy  between  evidence  given  by  him  before  the  House  by  sir  e. 
of  Commons   and  his  sUitements  in  a  recent  examination. 
He  was  further  questioned,  chiefly  on  the  circumstances  of 
taking  the  affidavits  respecting  the  Begums'  concern  in  the 
Benares  insurrection.      Capt.  Jaques,   the  officer  who  had  capt. 
held  the  ministers  of  the  Begums  in  Ids  custody,  during  ***""* 
part  of  the  time  of  their  confinement,  was  called  in,  and  gave 
evidence  respecting  the  harshness  of  their  treatment. 

Mr.  Sheridan  was  stopped  by  Mr.  Hastings'  Counsel  in  an 
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1788.  endeavour  to  elicit  from  the  witness  the  contents  of  certun 
obieotion  to  betters  which  he  had  received  from  the  Resident  at  Luck- 
quMUoni.  Aew^  on  the  ground  that  he  was  putting  leading  questions  to 
his  own  witness.  Mr.  Sheridan  retorted  that  the  witness 
could  not  be  considered  as  the  evidence  of  the  Managers^  as 
he  was  known  to  have  been  in  dose  communication  with  the 
Counsel  themselves. 

On  the  27th  of  May,  Mr.  Jaques  was  again  examined. 
Subsequently,  the  Managers  proposed  to  read  from  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton's  letter-book  his  correspondence  with  Major  Gilpin,  by 
whom  Capt.  Jaques  had  been  relieved  at  Fyzabad,  but  were 
inrffltanoe  of  opposed  by  Mr.  Hasting's  Counsel,  who  insisted  that  Major 
(S^Ss  ^^   Gilpin  ought  to  be  called  to  prove  the  receipt  of  the  letters, 
prove         To  this   the   Managers    objected,  as    in   that  case    Major 
Grilpin  would  be  regarded  as  their  witness,  and  they  would 
thereby  be  debarred,  by  a  former  resolution  of  the  Court, 
from  putting  what  might  be  called  leading  questions  to  Imn. 
Eventually  they  submitted  to  the  objection  of  the  Counsel, 
MiOor         and  called  in  Major  Gilpin  to  prove  the  letters  in  question. 
^  "*        The  Major  was  then  examined  by  the  Counsel,  to  prove  the 
reality  of  the  Begums'  preparations  to  assist  Cheyt  Sing,  and 
the  respectful  treatment  they  had  subsequently  received, 
when  in  confinement. 
Bzamiiub.         On  the  28th  of  May,  after  observations  by  Mr.  Sheridan 
]!SSot         on  incorrectnesses  in  the  printed  Evidence,  Major  Gilpin  was 
Mr.  Mid-     ajgaiu  cross-examincd  by  the  Counsel.  Mr.  Middleton  also  was 
questioned  as  to  the  origin  of  the  design  of  resuming  the  Be- 
gums'jagirs,  and  gave  very  material  evidence  on  this  subject 

&*rtSdf*'      ^°  ^^®  ^^^  ^^  May,  the  thirty-first  day  of  the  trial. 
Evidence.     Mr.  Sheridan  again  brought  forward  the  subject  of  inaccu- 
racies in  the  printed  Evidence,  and   proposed  a  plan  for 
preparing   a  list   of  errata,   which    was    accepted   by  the 
Ezamin*-     Counscl.     Mr.  Middlctou  was  then  subjected  to  an  examina- 
Middietonl   tion,  principally  concerning  the  treatment  of  the  eunuchs, 
the  ministers  of  the  Begums,  and  alleged  instructions  f5rom 
Mr.  Hastings  to  induce    the    Nawab    to  give  a   present, 
after  the  treaty  of  Chunar.    Ta  many  of  the  questions  put 
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to  him  he  refused  answers^  lest   he  might  be  drawn  into   .1788. 
criminating  himself.     On  the  conclusion  of  his  examination^       — 
Mr.  Sheridan  informed  the    Court   that   the  Managers  had 
closed  their  evidence  on  the  second  charge. 

On  the  3rd  of  June,  the  thirtj-second  day  of  the  trials  Mr.  Summing  or 
Sheridan  proceeded  to  sum  up  the  evidence  on  the  charge  ^jj^^*^ 
relating  to  the  Begums  of  Oude.  His  speech  was  continued  ^^°^* 
through  the  6th  and  lOth,  and  brought  to  conclusion  on 
the  13th,  of  the  same  month.  Excitement  amongst  the 
public  was  at  its  highest  pitch  on  the  first  day  of  his  great 
speecL  Although  the  Court  was  not  formed  till  twelve 
o'clock^  it  is  stated  that  "  by  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning 
the  avenues  leading  to  the  hall,  through  New  and  Old 
Palace  Yards,  were  filled  with  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the 
most  respectable  appearance,  many  of  them  peeresses  in 
full  dress^  who  stood  in  the  streets  for  upwards  of  an  hour 
before  the  gates  were  opened."  *  He  is  stated  to  have  been 
much  exhausted  at  the  end  of  the  second  day^  and  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  third  day  was  suddenly  interrupted 
by  illness.f 


•  «*  History  of  the  Trial  of  Warren  Hastings,"  Part  I.,  p.  74. 

t  The  general  opinion  of  those  who  heard  Mr.  Sheridan's  speech  was,  that, 
however  splendid,  it  scarcely  equalled  his  famous  oration  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  bringing  forward  the  same  charge,  on  the  7th  of  Fehniary,  1787. 
If  Mr.  Burke,  however,  spoke  his  honest  sentiments  when  he  gave  his 
opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  later  speech,  in  a  debate  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, on  the  6th  of  June— when  only  half  of  it  had  been  delivered — it  is  not 
easy  to  conceive  how  it  could  have  been  surpassed  by  any  effort  even  of  the 
same  wonderjfhl  genius.  He  said  in  reference  to  it, — "  £very  member  had  been 
struck  dumb  with  astonishment  and  admiration  at  the  wonderful  eloquence  of 
his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Sheridan),  who  had  that  day  again  surprised  the 
thoiuands  who  hung  with  rapture  on  his  accents  by  such  a  display  of  talents 
as  were  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  oratory,  and  as  did  the  highest  honour 
to  himself,  to  that  house,  and  to  his  country.'* .  .  .  '^Of  all  species  of  oratory, 
of  efery  kind  of  eloquence  that  had  been  heard,  either  in  ancient  or  in  modem 
times,  whatever  the  acuteness  of  the  bar,  the  dignity  of  the  senate,  or  the 
morality  of  the  pulpit,  could  Aimish,  had  not  been  equal  to  what  that  house 
bad  that  day  heard  in  Westminster  Hall.  No  holy  religionist,  no  man  of  any 
distinction  as  a  literary  character,  could  have  come  up,  in  the  one  instance,  to 
the  pure  sentiments  of  morality,  or,  in  the  other,  to  the  variety  of  knowledge, 
force  of  imagination,  propriety  and  vivacity  of  allusion,  beauty  and  elegance 
of  diction,  and  strength  of  expression,  to  which  the^  had  all  that^  day  listened. 
From  poetry  np  to  eloquence,  there  was  not  a  species  of  composition  of  which 

VOL  II.  b 
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1788.       Mr.  Sheridan's  anmming  up  of  the  evidence  on  the  charge 
cioa^t)^  relating  to  the  Begums  closed  the  proceedings  for  that  session 
tS^^^^     of  the  Parliament     The  trial  had  already  occupied  thirty- 
five  days,  extended  over  an   entire    session,  and  ezpres- 
Motionin     sions  of  impatience  were  heard  in  the  public  press.     The 
of  commoDB  cxpcnsc  incurred  by  the  prosecution  was  a  subject  of  com- 
^""e^^  plaint;  and,  on  the  9th  of  May,  a  direct  motion  was  made 
by  Mr.  Burgos,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  for  a  particular 
account  from  the  solicitors  to  the  Managers  of  the  whole 
Altercation  cxpcnses  of  the  prosccution.    The  debate  which  ensued  gave 
Mr7Bu?ke    ^isc  to  a  vcry  angry  altercation  between  Mr.  Burke  and 
and  Mrj»itt.  j^  pj^^    j^  reference  to  an  explanation  offered  by  Mr.  Pitt 

of  certain  communications  between  the  Treasury  and  the 
Managers,  Mr.  Burke  stated  that  his  assertion  was  not 
true.  Mr.  Pitt  replied,  that,  ^^  perhaps,  from  being  accus- 
tomed to  use  an  extraordinary  licence  of  speech  elsewhere, 
Mr.  Burke  showed  himself  so  much  the  slave  of  habit  and 
practice  that  he  forgot  the  place  where  he  was,  and  seemed 
desirous  of  introducing  that  habit  and  practice  within  these 
walls."  Mr.  Burke  retorted,  that  Mr.  Pitt  **  had  alluded  to 
what  he  supposed  to  have  passed  in  a  place  where  he  seldom 
or  never  made  his  appearance ;  but  it  was  the  curse  of  his 
situation  to  be  surrounded  with  whisperers  and  tale-bearers, 
and  to  take  up  matters  as  they  were  conveyed  to  his  ears 
by  such  reporters."* 
Purther  On  the  20th  of  May,  the- accounts  which  had  been  called 

M^!mto.^^  for  were  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House,  and  a  second  motion 
by  Mr.  Burges  for  a  more  particular  account  was  carried, 
against  the  wish  of  the  Managers,  by  a  majority  of  sixty  to 
seventeen.  An  effort  was  made  on  the  6  th  of  June,  by  the 
same  member,  to  induce  the  House  to  require  a  monthly 
account  of  expenses ;  but  this  was  successfully  resisted  by 
the  Managers. 

a  complete  and  perfect  specFmen  might  not  have  been  culled  from  one  part  or 
the  other  of  the  speech  to  which  he  alluded." — Parliamentary  History, 
Tol  xxvii.  col.  544. 

♦  See  Parliamentary  llistoiy,  vol.  xxvii.,  coL  493  ;  and  Adolphus'  History 
-^f  E«^l «'»'*.  "«^'*^  v»  p  M9. 
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1789. 

In  the  interval  between  the  prorogation  and  the  day  ap-  ^caHaaot 
pointed  for  the  re-assembly  of  the  Parliament^  the  exercise  of  ^^*^' 
the  functions  of  royalty  was  interrupted  by  the  King's  illness. 
Shortly  after  the  opening  of  the  session,  by  commission^  on  the 
3rd  of  February,  1789,  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  House  petition  of 
of  Lords  by  Mr.  Hastings,  complaining  of  the  great  hardships  in^  to^the 
to  which  the  extraordinary  duration  of  the  trial  was  sub-  ix>rd4. 
jecting  him.     Amongst  these,  he  mentioned  the  change  of 
his  judges  by  the  decease  of  many  members  of  the  House ; 
the  detention  of  vritnesses  necessary  for  his  defence,  and  the 
probability  of  his  being  deprived  of  many  of  them  by  various 
accidents ;  injury  to  his  health,  and  waste  of  his  fortune ; 
that  his  expenses  had  already  exceeded  30,000/.,  and,  conse- 
quently, that,  should  his  life  be  continued  to  the  close  of  the 
prosecution,  he  might  find  himself  destitute  of  the  means  of  de- 
fence and  even  of  subsistence,  and  ''  run  the  dreadful  chance 
of  having  his  character  transmitted  on  their  records,  blasted 
vrith  unrefuted  criminations ;"  and  he  prayed  them  to  pro- 
ceed on  his  trial  without  delay.*     Circumstances,  however,  Delay  in 
prevented  the  immediate  resumption  of  proceedings.     The  ^         "^ " 
attention  of  the  Legislature  was  for  some  time  engrossed  by 
the  consideration  of  a  Regency  Bill.  On  the  1 9  th  of  February, 
a  notification  was  made  to  the  House  of  Lords  of  the  King's 
recovery,  and  the  debates  on  the  Regency  were  of  course  sus- 
pended.   Adjournments  from  time  to  time  succeeded,  till  pro- 
ceedings were  formally  opened  by  the  delivery  of  a  speech  in 
the  King's  name  by  the  Lords  Commissioners,  on  the  10  th  of 
March.     The  absence  of  the  Judges  on  circuit  still  further 
delayed  the  resumption  of  the  trial;  and  it  was   not  till 
the   21st  of    April  that  the  Court  was  again  formed   in 
Westminster  HalL 

On  that  day,  the  thirty-sixth  of  the  trial,  Mr.  Burke  Mr.  Burke's 
opened  a  portion  of  the  sixth  Article  of  the  impeachment  part  of  the 
The  substance  of  the  accusation  contained  in  the  Article  Charge. 


♦  Parliamentary  History,  vol.  XX vii,  col.  1344. 
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1789.  was,  that,  contrary  to  his  covenants  with  the  court  of 
g^^j^^^j  Directors,  as  Governor  General,  and  to  terms  of  a  special 
UiechMii;*.  ^^^  ^f  Parliament,  he  had  received  various  presents,  from 
Corrupt  corrupt  motives.  That,  in  the  year  1783,  he  took  a  present 
preMots.  fYQin  Raja  Nobkissen,  under  colour  of  a  loan,  to  the  amount 
of  34,000L — That,  in  the  year  1780,  he  accepted  as  a 
present,  from  Sadanund,  the  treasurer  of  Cheyt  Sing,  the 
sum  of  two  lacs  of  rupees,  equal  to  20,000/. — That,  in  the 
same  year,  he  took  from  a  person  called  Kelleram  a  sum  of 
four  lacs  of  rupees,  or  40,000?.,  and,  in  consideration  of  it, 
granted  to  him  and  to  Cullian  Sing,  in  perpetuity,  the  farm  of 
the  revenue  of  the  province  of  Behar. — That,  in  the  year  1781, 
he  accepted  from  AsolF-ud-Dowla,  Nawab  of  Oude,  being 
then  in  a  state  of  great  pecuniary  embarrassment^  the  sum  of 
ten  lacs  of  rupees,  equal  to  100,000/. — That,  in  the  same 
year,  he  took  from  a  person  called  Nundulol,  58,000  rupees, 
equal  to  5,000/. — That,  in  1772  and  the  two  following 
years,  he  extorted,  by  means  of  his  banya,  Cantoo  Baboo, 
from  the  zamindar  of  Bajeshaye,  divers  sums,  amounting  to 
4  lacs  40,000  rupees,  equal  to  40,000/. ;  and  that,  being 
charged  with  the  same  before  the  Supreme  Council,  he 
refused  to  clear  himself  from  the  accusation. — ^That,  in 
1773,  he  took  from  Baja  Nundcomar  and  other  persons 
divers  sums,  amounting  in  value  to  40,000/.,  as  bribes  for 
appointments;  particularly  for  appointing  Raja  Goordass, 
son  of  Nundcomar,  to  the  head  of  the  finances  of  Bengal, 
and  making  Munny  Begum,  widow  of  Mir  JafBer,  formerly 
Nawab  of  Bengal,  superior  of  the  family  of  Mobaric-ud- 
Dowla,  the  then  Nawab,  and  constituting  her  minister  of  the 
government  and  guardian  of  the  Nawab's  minority,  the  said 
Munny  Begum  being  wholly  unqualified  for  the  appoint- 
ment.— That,  in  the  year  1773,  he  took  the  sum  of  36,000 
rupees  for  himself,  and  4,000  rupees  for  his  banya,  Cantoo 
Baboo,  from  one  EJian  Jehan  Khan,  out  of  his  salary  as 
fauj  Jar  of  Hoogly,  to  which  office  he  had  appointed  him  ;  and 
that,  when  charged  therewith  by  the  majority  of  the  Council, 
he  refused  to  answer,   and,  moreover,  prohibited  the  said 
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Khan  Jehan  Khan  from  giving  testimony  respecting   the    1789* 
transaction.  *^ 

Mr.  Burke  selected  for  his  opening  the  portion  of  the 
charge  relating  to  the  presents  received  from  Munny  Begum, 
in  consideration,  as  was  alleged,  for  the  appointments  of 
superior  of  the  Nawab's  household  and  guardian  of  his  per- 
son ;  and  introduced  the  circumstances  of  Nundcomar's  nc- 
cusation  of  Mr.  Hastings,  presented  to  the  Supreme  Council, 
in  relation  to  these  and  other  corrupt  presents.  He  dwelt 
on  the  general  corruption  of  the  service  by  Mr.  Hastings' 
example,  and  on  the  measures  taken  by  him,  in  connection 
with  the  public  accounts,  for  concealing  his  illegal  practices. 
He  prefaced  his  address  with  a  notice  of  complaints,  spread  Mr.  Burke's 
about  by  Mr.  Hastings  and  his  friends,  of  the  length  of  the 
trial;  in  justification  of  which  he  cited,  in  comparison, 
the  proceedings  during  the  session  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Colchester  election,  which  had  lasted  as  many  days  as 
the  present  trial.  And  he  answered  other  complaints  of  the 
expenses  to  which  Mr.  Hastings  had  been  driven  by  the 
nature  of  the  proceedings,  by  asserting  that  they  were  more 
than  covered  by  the  amount  of  one  of  the  bribes  he  should 
prove  him  to  have  accepted. 

Mr.  Burke's  speech  extended  through  the  25th  of  April 
and  the  5th  of  May,  and  was  concluded  on  the  7th  of  that 
month.  The  22nd  of  April  had  been  appointed  for  the 
second  hearing  of  his  address,  but,  after  the  Lords  had  met 
in  the  Hall  as  usual,  Mr.  Burke  was  seized  with  sudden 
indisposition,  and  the  Court  adjourned  to  the  25th.  The 
8j)eech  bears  the  impress  of  the  marvellous  power  and  rich- 
ness of  the  great  orator's  mind;  and,  wliile  abounding  in 
passages  of  the  loftiest  eloquence,  never  loses  sight  of  its 
object  of  setting  the  circumstances  of  the  charge  distinctly 
before  the  Court,  and  heightening  to  the  utmost  every 
feature  in  the  transaction  to  which  guilt  could  bo  ascribed. 
But,  in  the  course  of  the  first  day  of  its  delivery,  his  earnest-  chuves 
ness  of  feeling  led  Mr.  Burke  into  expressions  not  justified  ings  with 
by  the  terms  of  the  impeachment,  and  which  brought  upon  of  Nund- 
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him  a  serious  mortification.  In  reference  to  the  prosecution 
of  Maharaja  Nundcomar  for  forgery^  and  his  eventual 
execution,  at  the  very  time  when  he  was  urging  charges  of 
bribery  against  Mr.  Hastings  before  the  Supreme  Council 
of  Calcutta,  Mr.  Burke  said  of  Mr.  Hastings,  "  Yet  there  is 
an  action  which  is  more  odious  than  the  crimes  he  attempts 
to  cover ;  for  he  has  murdered  this  man,  by  the  hands  of 
Sir  Elijah  Impey."*  On  the  30th  of  April,  when  the 
Lords  had  met  for  a  further  hearing  of  the  opening  of  the 
sixth  Charge,  a  message  was  presented  from  the  Commons 
desiring  that  the  trial  might  be  deferred  to  a  future  day. 
This  interruption  was  occasioned  by  a  petition  of  Mr. 
Hastings,  which  had  been  presented  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons on  the  27th  of  April,  by  Major  Scott,  complaining 
of  extraneous  accusations,  not  included  in  the  Articles  of 
impeachment,  and  wholly  false  and  unfounded,  having  been 
introduced  by  Mr.  Burke  into  his  speeches,  and  especially 
of  his  having  charged  him  with  the  murder  of  Nundcomar ; 
and  praying  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  answering 
these  charges,  or  that  the  House  would  grant  him  redress,  f 

*  See  page  47  of  the  present  volume. 

t  The  following  are  the  terms  of  the  petition  : — "  That  the  petitioner  iras 
impeached  by  this  House,  before  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in  Par- 
liament assembled,  on  a  charge  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  contained 
in  certain  Articles  exhibited  according  to  the  just  and  proper  usage  of 
Parliament,  and  was  required  bj  the  Lords  to  give  in  his  answer  to  the 
same,  a  competent  time  being  allowed  him  to  prepare  it,  and  which  answer 
he  delivered  in  accordingly  ;  and  that  the  Managers  appointed  by  the  House 
to  carry  on  the  prosecution,  not  confining  themselves  to  ihe  Articles  of  charge, 
which  were  especially  exhibited  against  the  petitioner,  and  to  which  he  was 
required  to  deliver  his  answer,  and  had  so  answered  as  aforesaid,  did,  in  the 
last  year,  introduce  certain  allegations  in  the  course  of  their  proceedings, 
which  not  only  were  not  contained  in,  nor  bore  any  immediate  relation  to, 
the  said  Articles  of  charge,  but  were  wholly  extraneous  and  foreign  tcom 
them ;  although  they  were  of  such  a  nature  as,  if  true,  would  have  rendered 
the  petitioner  infinitely  more  criminal  than,  anything  contained  in  those  which 
had  been  formerly  exhibited  against  him ;  and  that  the  allegations  to  which 
the  petitioner  more  particularly  alludes  were  as  follows  : — that  he  was  con- 
cerned as  an  accomplice  in  a  plot,  alleged  to  have  been  formed  for  the  purpose 
of  assassinating  the  Shahzada,  or  Prince  of  Hindostan  ; — that  he  was  concerned 
as  an  accomplice  in  procuring  the  death  of  Meeran,  the  son  of  the  Nabob 
Jaffier  Ally  Cawn ; — that  he  was  the  author  and  instigator  of  various  acts  of 
oppression  and  savage  cruelty  alleged  to  have  been  committed  by  a  man 
named  Deby  Sing,  under  the  i^pointment  of  the  petitioner ; — and  that  the 
trial,  after  an  a^oumment  of  upwards  of  ten  months,  was  recommenced  on 
*»»*5  2]  ■♦  <"«t-«e  nr^  the  Article  »nti»iiled  •  Pr-*"«ita  *  opened  by  the  Bi^ht  Hon. 
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The  question  of  hearing  the  petition  was  supported  by    1789. 
Mr.  Pitt,  and  the  subject  of  it  was  debated  on  in  the  House       — 
at  several  successive  sittings.     Aflter  it  had  been  resolved  that 
the  petition  should  be  received^  Mr.  Burke  withdrew  from 
the  discussion  ;  and  a  letter  from  him  was  read  in  theHouse, 
pledging  himself  to  persist  in  the  prosecution  until  he  should 
be  removed  from  the  management  by  direct  vote.     A  Com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  search  for  precedents  as  to  the  steps 
proper  to  be  taken  upon  the  petition,  and  Mr.  Gumey,  the 
short-hand  writer,  was  examined  in  respect  to  the  actual 
words  uttered  by  Mr.  Burke.     It  was  eventually  voted,  on  ^^^^^ 
the  motion  of  the  Marquess  of  Graham,  "  That  no  direction  ^^^^If 
or  authority  was  given  by  this  House  to  bring  as  a  charge  fhechMges. 
against  Mr.  Hastings,  or  to  impute  to  him,  the  condemnation 
and  execution  of  Nundcomar ;  and  that  the  words  spoken 
by  Mr.  Burke, — ^  he  (meaning  Mr.  Hastings)  murdered  him 
(meaning  Nundcomar)  by  the  hands  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey,' 
ought  not  to  have  been  spoken.''* 

In   continuing  his  opening  of  the  sixth  Charge,  on  the  Refereaoe 
5th  of  May,  Mr.  Burke  alluded  at  some  length  to  these  s^ke  to 

Kdmimd  Burke,  in  the  name  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain ;  and  the  said 
Right  Hon.  Manager,  in  like  manner  as  in  the  preceding  year,  introducing 
manj  allegations  foreign  from  the  express  charge,  did,  in  direct  terms,  charge 
the  petitioner  with  the  horrid  crime  of  murder,  nsing  the  following  words, 
*  He  * — meaning  the  petitioner — *  murdered  that  man* — alluding  to  Nund- 
comar— '  by  the  hands  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey  ;' — that  the  said  Right  Hon.  Ma- 
nager, and  the  other  members  appointed  by  tbe  House  with  hun  to  be  joint 
Mjmagers  of  the  prosecution,  have  at  various  times  declared  that  they  spoke  by 
instruction  from  this  House,  whote  representatives  they  were,  and  that  they 
should  allege  nothing  that  they  were  not  prepared  and  willing  to  prove  ; — that 
it  would  not  become  the  petitioner  to  suppose  that  such  allegations,  so  made, 
in  tbe  name  and  by  the  representatives  of  this  House,  were  not  made  by  the 
command  of  the  House,  although  no  charge  containing  them  has  been  yet 
preferred  against  him.  The  petitioner,  therefore,  declaring  that  the  above- 
recited  accusations  are  all  untrue  and  utterly  unfounded,  most  humbly  appeals 
to  the  justice  of  the  House,  and  prays  that  such  of  them  as  properly  fall  within 
the  immediate  cognizance  of  the  House  may  be  brought  forward,  and  pro- 
secuted in  specific  Articles  ;  and  that,  in  respect  of  the  rest  of  them,  such  other 
mode  of  prosecution  may  be  directed,  or  other  means  adopted  by  the  House,  as 
may  enable  the  petitioner  to  make  the  refutation  of  the  several  matters  of 
grievous  crimination  as  public  as  the  charges  themselves  have  been  ;  or  that 
the  House  will  afford  him  such  other  redress  in  the  premises  as  to  the  House 
shall  seem  meet"— Parliamentary  History,  vol.  zxvii.,  col.  1364. 

*  The  numbers  in  the  division  were.  Ayes,  135  ;  Noes.  66  ;  Minority  69. — 
Parliamentary  History,  voL  zzvii.  col  1422, 
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1789.    proceedings^  and  with  much  dignity  of  language  avowed  the 

proQMdinga  check  he  had  received  from  the  House  of  Commons,  expres- 

of  Commons,  sing  entire  submission  to  their  resolution^  yet  reflecting  on 

the  readiness  they  had  shown  to  overrule  his  judgment     He 

declared  that,  on  the  part  of  the  Commons,  he  withdrew  the 

imputation  on  Mr.  Hastings  of  being  concerned  in  the  death 

of  Nundcomar,  but  he  reasserted  it  in  his  private  character, 

Ro4M«ortion  and  that  in  terms  such  as  these :  — "  It  was  by  the  poverty 

chMTgck       of  the  language  I  was  led  to  express  my  private  feelings 

under  the  name  of  a  murder;    for  if  the   language   had 

furnished  me,  under  the  impression  of  those  feelings,  with  a 

word  sufficient  to  convey  the  complicated  atrocity  of  that 

act,  as  I  felt  it  in  my  mind,  I  would  not  have  made  use  of 

the  word  murder."  * 

On  the  7th  of  May  and  on  the  following  court  day,  after 

Production  the  conclusiou  by  Mr.  Burke  of  his  speech,  various  docu- 

*  mentary  evidence  was   read,  on  the  part  of  the  Managers, 

Objection  to  hy  Mr.  Grey.    Exception  was  taken   by  the  Counsel  for 

ieti»J*^^  *Mr.  Hastings  to  the  admission  of  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 

their  client  to  the  Directors,  the  Managers  having  failed 

to   find  the  original  in   the  East   India  House  ;   and   the 

ejection  to  Counsel  carried  their  point.     An  objection  was  subsequently 

^^^*"**<>"-    raised  by  them  to  the  reading  of  certain  orders  transmitted 

by  the  court  of  Directors  to  Mr.  Hastings,  requiring  regular 

accounts  to  be  kept  of  the  expenditure  of  the  Nawab  of 

Oude's  allowance ;  but  they  gave  way,  on  the  understanding 

that   the   evidence   was   to  be  hereafter  expunged,  if  the 

Managers  failed  to  prove  its  relevancy  to  the  charge. 

On  the   14th  of  May,  the  forty-second  day  of  the  trial, 

various  papers  were  given  in  evidence,  to  show  the  character 

and  position  of  Nundcomar ;  but  the  greater  part  of  the  day 

Objection  to  was  consumed  in  a  discussion  on  the  admissibility  in  evidence 

li  nnd*  , 

oomar'B       of  Nundcomar's  examination  on  a  paper  of  charges  against 
charges       j^^^   Hastings,   presented  before  the   Supreme  Council  of 

*  Speech  of  Mr.  Borke  on  opening  the  Sixth  Charge.— Printed  in  the 
present  Yoiiui)<*  p.  116. 
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Calcutta  in  1775 ;    it  being  objected  by  the  Counsel  that    1789. 
the  examination  was  not  taken  upon  oath,  that  it  was  taken  aninsT 
in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Hastings,  that  it  was  a  proceeding  J^^*^ 
before  an  incompetent   jurisdiction,  and  that   Nundcomar 
was  afterwards  convicted  of  a  forgery,  committed  by  him 
prior  to   the   said   examination   being   taken.     The   Lords 
adjourned  to  the  chamber  of    Parliament  to   discuss    the 
question. 

At  the  opening  of  the  Court  on  the  20th  of  May,  the  Lord  DocUion 
Chancellor  rose  and  announced  the  decision  of  the  House  of  Managen. 
Lords  that  ^^  it  was  not  competent  for  the  Managers  to  pro- 
duce the  examination  of  Nundcomar  which  they  tendered 
in  evidence,  the  Managers  not  having  proved,  nor  even 
stated,  anything  as  a  ground  for  admitting  such  evidence, 
which,  if  proved,  would  render  the  same  admissible." 

After  a  protest  by  Mr.  Burke  against  this  resolution,  the  The<iQ6rtUm 
question  was  almost  immediately  re-opened,  by  a  claim  put  '®'****"~* 
forth  by  the  Managers  to  produce  the  minutes  of  a  consul- 
tation of  the  Council  of  Calcutta  of  the  20th  of  March, 
1775,  when  Mr.  Hastings  was  present,  in  which  were  re- 
hearsed the  minutes  of  the  previous  Board,  held  on  the  13th 
of  March,  including  the  examination  of  Nundcomar. 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  was,  "  That  the  circumstance 
of  the  consultation  of  the  13th  of  March,  1775,  being  read 
at  a  consultation  of  the  20th  of  March,  1775,  at  which 
Mr.  Hastings  was  present,  does  not  of  itself  make  the  matter 
of  such  consultation  of  the  13th  of  March  admissible 
evidence." 

The  Managers  remonstrated  against  this  judgment,  and,  in 
the  discussion  which  ensued,  the  Lord  Chancellor  interpreted 
the  opinion  of  the  Court  in  the  following  terms  : — 

"  The  examination  of  Nundcomar  by  itself  is  clearly  no  evidence  at 
all.  To  admit  evidence  which  is  incompetent,  and  which  contuns  in  it 
criminal  imputation  against  the  Defendant,  would  he  to  admit  unwar- 
ranted slander.'*  ..."  There  is  no  way  (as  the  argument  alleges) 
of  making  the  paper  competent  evidence,  but  by  proving  that  Mr.  Hast* 
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1789.  ings  had  done  or  said  something,  in  refsrenoe  to  that  paper,  hj  whidi  he 
had,  in  that  act,  made  it  competent  evidence;  and  the  Lords  are  of 
opinion  that  the  circumstance  of  sitting  by  to  hear  it  read  is  not  sudi 
an  act."  • 

The  argument  was  continued  by  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Burke 
at  great  length.  The  Lord  Chancellor  again  explained  that, 
if  the  Managers  could  show  that  the  evidence  offered  could 
apply,  by  connecting  it  with  some  criminal  act  done  by  the 
Defendant,  they  would  be  allowed  to  make  use  of  it.  After 
further  arguments,  delivered  by  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Fox, 
the  Court  adjourned. 
Deciiion  On  the  following  day,   the   21st,  the  Lord  Chancellor 

]Snii«en.    announced  the  decision  of  the  Court  ^'  that  the  consultation 
of  the  13th  of  March  cannot  now  be  read.''     After  some 
remarks  by  Mr.  Burke,  the  minutes  of  the  20th  of  March 
were  read.     From  these  it  appeared  that  Cantoo  Baboo  had 
been  ordered  to  attend  the  Council  of  the  13th  of  March,  but 
had  not  obeyed ;  and  had  afterwards  assigned,  as  his  reason 
for  not  attending,  an  order  from.  Mr.  Hastings  not  to  obey 
Objection  to  ^^^  summous.     Mt.  Burkc  then  again  demanded  that  the 
eifdenoo      minutcs  of  the  1 3th  of  March  might  be  read,  as  connected 
SwSSr'    with  this  act  of  Mr.  Hastings  in  interfering  with  the  orders 
■u  ject.       ^£  ^1^^  Council     A  long  discussion  ensued,  and  the  Court  ad- 
Quertion     joumcd   without  having  decided    the    question.      In  the 
th?j2j^  interval  between  the  adjournment  and  the  next  meeting,  the 
Lords   referred  the  question  to  the  twelve  Judges,  whose 
answer  was, — **  That  it  is  not  competent  for  the  Managers 
to  produce  an  examination  without  oath,  by  the  rest  of  the 
Councillors,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Hastings,  the  Grovemor, 
charging  him  with  corruptly  receiving  3,54,105  rupees,"  etc 
Accordingly,  on   the  27th  of  May,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
DecWon      aunounccd  the  decision  of  the  Lords, — "  That  the  examina- 
sSnagers.    tiou  of  Nundcomar  and  the  proceedings  of  the  rest  of  the 
Council,  on  the  13th  of  March,  after  Mr.  Hastings  had  left 
the  Council,  ought  not  to  be  read.'' 


♦  Gurney's  Report,  MS. 
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Mr.  Burke  remarked  upon  the  reeolution  of  the  Court  in    1789. 
the  following  terms : —  — 

*'  M J  Lords,  after  hearing  this  determination  of  your  Lordships,  the 
ground  and  reasons  of  which  we  do  not  understand,  nor  can  in  the 
smallest  degree  conjecture,  I  must  saj  that  one  great  political  purpose 
win  be  answered  by  that  decision.  Not  only  no  Governor  General  of 
Bengal  can  be  hereafter  convicted  of  the  offence  of  bribery,  from  the 
very  nature  and  circumstances  of  the  nffaji,  but  it  will  teach  him  to 
throw  off  all  those  guards  of  prudence  which  men  use  upon  such  an 
occasion :  and  that  crime,  which  has  hitherto  been  considered  as  essen- 
tially secret,  will  become  public,  notorious,  and  walk  in  the  face  of  day. 
That  greatest  of  all  and  basest  of  all  guilt  will  appear  with  the  fietce  and 
mask  of  innocence.  My  Lords,  I  am  only  to  say  that  a  Governor 
(ieneral  of  Bengal  cannot  be  betrayed,  not  only  by  his  own  guilt,  but 
by  the  greatest  imprudence  added  to  g^uilt.  For,  though  he  shall  suffer 
the  proofs  of  his  guilt  to  be  recorded  upon  the  consultations  and  most 
solemn  records  of  the  Company,  signed  by  his  own  hand,  transmitted 
and  aothenticated  by  himself,  and  argued  upon  in  his  own  defence,  your 
Lordships  are  to  know  nothing  of  what  the  world  knows  but  too  much 
and  feels  but  too  well."* 

After  further  observations  of  the  same  character,  he  asked  otjection 

permission  to  give  in  evidence  a  letter  of  Munny  Begum,  of  Munny 


mentioned  in  the  minutes,  and  charging  Mr.  Hastings  with 
the  receipt  of  money  for  the  grant  to  her  of  the  oflSce  of 
guardian  to  the  Nawab  of  Oude,  then  a  minor^  arguing 
at  great  length  on  the  propriety  of  its  admission.  The 
decision  was  referred  by  the  Managers  to  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, who  rejected  the  evidence.  They  then  called  Mr. 
Francis,  as  a  witness  to  prove  the  delivery  of  the  letter  to 
the  Council,  but  their  questions  were  objected  to  and  they 
suffered  him  to  withdraw.  Various  papers  were  read  in 
evidence,  and  the  Court  adjourned. 

On  the  following  day,  the  28th  of  May,  an  objection  by  Objections 
the  Counsel  of  Mr.  Hastings  to  admit  as  evidence  a  commis-  overruicti. 
sion  from  the  Council  of  Calcutta  to  Mr.  Goring,  to  inquire 
rei»i)ecting  alleged  embezzlements  of  the  Nawab's  revenue, 
under  the  administration  of  Munny  Begum,  was  over- 
ruled. A  long  discussion  ensued  on  the  admission  of  the 
Begum's  answers  to  queries  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Hastings  and 

*  Garney*t  Report,  MS. 
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proposed  to  her  by  the  Council.    The  decision  of  the  Court 
was  again  in  favour  of  the  Managers. 

June  the  10th,  the  fortj-sixth  day  of  the  trial,  was  occupied 
by  unsuccessful  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  Managers  to  obtain 
the  admission  of  various  matters  of  evidence^  viz.,  a  letter  of 
Mr.  Goring  relating  to  the  money  received  by  Mr.  Hastings 
from  Munny  Begum,  under  pretence  of  an  entertainment ; 
objected  to  as  irrelevant: — the  Persian  original  of  the 
Begum's  letter  to  the  Council  of  Calcutta  relative  to 
the  same  transaction  ;  opposed  by  the  Counsel  and  rejected 
by  the  Court : — evidence  by  Mr.  Goring  of  the  delivery 
to  him  by  the  Begum  of  the  same  letter,  with  her  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  presentation  of  the  money  to  Mr.  Hastings 
for  his  entertainment;  similarly  opposed  and  rejected: — 
lastly,  a  charge  of  bribery  against  Mr,  Hastings  by  Baja 
Goordass,  which  Mr.  Burke  endeavoured  to  have  read,  by 
stating  that  the  object  was  to  infer  from  the  demeanour  of 
Mr.  Hastings,  when  he  was  made  acquainted  with  that 
charge,  a  proof  of  his  guilt.  The  Lord  Chancellor  objected 
that  the  demeanour  ought  to  be  first  proved.  Mr.  Burke 
termed  the  decision  preposterous.  Lord  Kenyon  remarked 
upon  the  expression  as  disrespectful  to  the  house.  Earl 
Stanhope  vindicated  Mr.  Burke ;  who  pacified  the  Court  by 
explaining  that  he  used  the  word  as  meaning  "  putting  the 
cart  before  the  horse." 

On  the  11th  of  June,  every  effort  was  made  by  the 
Managers  to  procure  the  admission  in  evidence  of  the  trans- 
lation of  a  letter  from  the  Begum  to  Mr.  Hastings,  which 
had  been  delivered  to  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  by  Major  Scott,  and  in  which  she  affirmed  the 
presentation  to  him  of  a  lac  and  a  half  of  rupees.  At  the 
close  of  the  day  the  Lords  adjourned  to  their  chamber  to 
consider  their  judgment,  which  was  not  delivered  till  the 
17th  of  the  month.  It  was  in  the  simple  terms  that  the  letter 
ought  not  to  be  read. 

An  incident  in  the  proceedings  of  the  11th  of  June 
deserves  notice^  as  oh^raQt^ristic  of  the  tone  and   temper 
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exhibited  in  the  conduct  of  the  trial.     In  the  course  of    1789. 
the  altercations  between  the  IVl  anagers  and  the  Defendant's  Din^i^ct. 
Counsel,   Mr.  Law  asserted  the  principle,  that,   unless   a  dons  used 
prosecutor   could  establish   his   charges  by  evidence,  they 
ought  to  pass  for  slander  and  calumny  ;  and,  having  subse- 
quently stated  that  he  had  the  authority  of  the  House  of 
Commons  for  declaring  that  Mr.  Burke  had  used  slanderous 
and  calumnious  expressions,  not  warranted  by  his  instruc- 
tions from  them,  he  explained  that  he  was  aware  of  their 
opinion  by  what  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Burke  himself,  in  his 
account  in  that  Court  of  late  proceedings  in  the  House. 
This  reflection  on  the  conduct  of  the  prosecution  was  caught 
up  by  Mr.  Fox,  who  indignantly  declared  his  determination 
not  to  proceed  in  the  trial  until  the  Court  had  expressed 
its    opinion    respecting    Mr.    Law's    language  ;    and    the 
Managers  were  only  at  length  quieted  by  a  declaration  of 
the  Lord  Chancellor  that  it  was  indecent  to  apply  the  terms 
dander  or  calumny  to  any  thing  that  was  said  by  authority 
of  the  House  of  Commons, 

The  remainder  of  the  17  th  of  June,  after  the  admission  Quettiou 
of  a  single  paper,  was  occupied  in  an  endeavour  by  the  theJudRet, 
Managers  to  induce  the  Court  to  receive  in  evidence 
official  accounts  of  sums  given  by  Kaja  Goordass  and  Munny 
Begum  to  Mr.  Hastings,  as  bearing  on  the  fact  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings having  reappointed  them  to  their  respective  offices. 
The  Lords  withdrew  to  their  own  chamber  at  half-past  two 
o'clock,  and,  after  debating  the  point,  drew  up  a  question 
upon  it,  which  they  referred  to  the  Judges,  who,  on  account 
of  its  importance,  desired  time  to  consider  their  decision. 

On  the  next  day  of  the  trial,  the  24th  of  June,  the  Lord 
Chancellor  announced  the  resolution  of  the  House,  that  the 
accounts  "  ought  not  be  read."  Before  proceedings  were 
resumed.  Lord  Porchester  proposed  that  two  other  questions, 
which  he  wished  to  read,  should  be  referred  to  the  Judges ; 
but,  as  it  was  not  according  to  form  for  the  Lords  to  discuss 
such  proceedings  out  of  their  own  chamber,  they  immediately 
withdrew,  and  the  trial  was  adjourned  for  six  days. 


zxVi 
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1789.  On  the  29th  of  June,  the  Lords  went  into  Committee  to 
*"^  *'  inquire  into  the  usual  method  of  putting  questions  to  the 
Judges  and  receiyiug  their  answers  in  judicial  proceedings.'^ 
After  the  reading  of  precedents  and  much  debate,  it  was 
resolved,  ''  That  the  proceedings  on  the  trial  of  Wanren 
Hastings,  Esq.,  had  been  regular,  and  conformable  to  prece- 
dent in  all  trials  of  a  similar  nature." 

The  30th  of  June  was  consumed  in  efforts  made  by  the 


Efforts  to 

lience  a^  *    Managers  to  obtain  the  admission  in  evidence  of  a  letter  of 
the  Begum's  Mr.  Goriug,  Containing  accounts  given  by  Munny  Begum  of 

iiutde  to 
Mr.  UnaU 
iii«s. 


presents  made  by  her  to  Mr.  Hastings.  The  first  claim  for 
its  admission  was  grounded  on  the  fact  of  its  having  been 
received  and  entered  as  read,  and  printed  at  length  in  the 
Appendix  to  the  *'  Minutes  of  the  Evidence,"  though  an 
extract  only  had  been  actually  read  in  Court  and  pnnted  in 
the  Minutes  themselves.  The  decision  of  the  Lords  was, 
that  ^^  the  papers  printed  in  the  Appendix,  over  and  above 
what  were  actually  read,  have  never  been  read,  nor  received 
by  the  House  as  read."  The  admission  of  the  letter  was 
subsequently  urged  by  the  Managers,  because  it  formed 
part  of  a  consultation  which  had  already  been  read,  and  also 
because  it  had  been  rendered  evidence  by  the  demeanour  of 
Mr.  Hastings^  who  had  requested  the  court  of  Directors  to 
read  and  consider  it.  The  Lords  adjourned  to  their  own 
chamber  to  consider  their  decision. 

On  the  next  day  of  the  trial,  the  2nd  of  July,  the  Lord 

Chancellor  informed  the  Managers  that  **  the  letter  of  Mr. 

Goring,  of  the  29th  of  June,  1775,  ought  not  to  be  read" 

Other    documentary   evidence   was    then  put    in    by   the 

obiection  to  Managers ;  but  they  were  opposed  in  an  attempt  to  read  a 

disproviM    paper,  offered  to  disprove  the  Nawab  of  Oude's  clidm  to  be 

of  Oi^     considered  a  sovereign  prince,  Mr.  Hastings  having  justi- 

'  fied  his  re-appointment  of  Munny  Begum  to  the  regency  of 

that  country  by  alleging  the  will  of  the  Nawab,  who  had  the 

right  of  appointing.     The  Lords,  as  usual,  withdrew  to  their 

iwn  chamber  to  discuss  the  arguments  of  either  side. 

On    tK^   -^ext  ^a'^  of  the  trial,  the  7th  of  July,  the 


Decision 

aninstits 

admission. 
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decision  of   the  Lords  was  announced,    that    the    paper     1789. 
above  referred  to  ought  to  be  read.     The  remaining  writ*  Decbion 
ten  evidence   was  tendered  by  the   Managers  in   support  S^^ion. 
of  the  first  portion    of  the  sixth   charge,   and     admitted. 
Mr.  Burke  then  stated  that,  as  Mr.  Hastings  had  asserted  objection 
that  the  Brum's  answers  to  queries  transmitted  to  her  by  pAraeriiur 
Mr.  Hastings  had  been  obtidned  by  Mr.  Goring  in  an  un-  evidence. 
justifiable  manner,  he  desired  to  call  Mr.  Goring  to  prove 
that  he  had  used   no  improper  influence  to  procure  the 
answers    in   question.       Mr.   Law   objected    that,  as    the 
Managers  had  produced  the  minutes  entered  by  Mr.  Hast- 
ings as  evidence  agunst  him,  these  minutes  ought  to  be 
considered  as  the  witnesses  for  the  prosecution,  and  there- 
fore the  Managers  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  disparage  them 
by  afterwards  endeavouring  to  prove  they  were  false.     After 
hearing  the  arguments  at  length  between  the  Managers  and 
Counsel  for  the  Defendant,  the  Lords  withdrew  for  consider- 
ation of  the  question. 

On  the  following  day  the  Court  again  met,  and  the  Lord  Supnorted 
Chancellor  announced  the  decision  of  the  Lords  in  the  terms  i^nu 
« that  the  question  proposed  to  be  asked  of  the  witness  by 
the  Managers  ought  not  to  be  put"      Mr.  Burke  expressed  protest  of 
the  disappointment  of  the  Managers  at  this  resolution  of  **'"*  ^"'^*^' 
their  Lordships.      He  protested  against  it  as  tending  to  the 
utter  subversion  of  all  justice — 

"  We  proposed  to  your  Lordships  to  prove  Mr.  Hastings  guilty  by 
■hewing  the  falsehood  of  the  pretext  which  he  made  to  cover  his  actions. 
Your  Lordships  permitted  us  to  read  the  pretext,  and  we  would  have 
produced  the  evidence  to  prove  the  falsehood  of  this  pretext.  Your 
Lordships  have  refused  us  that :  by  which  we  stand  in  this  unlucky  cir- 
cumstance, that  we  seem,  primd  frante,  to  have  produced  evidence 
against  ourselves,  whereas  we  produced  only  the  pretext,  in  order  after- 
wards to  ground  upon  it  the  falsehood  of  that  pretext.  We  are  inter- 
cepted between  the  one  and  the  other." 

He  concluded  his  observations  by  stating  that  it  was  not 
the  intention  of  the  Managers  to  adduce  any  further  evidence, 
at  present,  upon  the  branch  of  the  sixth  Article  he  had  opened. 

After  a  short  address  from  Mr.  Law,  complaining  of  the 
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1789.  licence  taken  by  Mr.  Burke  in  protesting  against  the  dedaioa 
of  the  Court,  and  of  its  injurious  effect  upon  his  dient,  from 
its  possible  influencQ  upon  public  opinion,  as  well  as  from  its 
obstruction  to  the  proceedings,  Mr.  Anstruther  offered  to 
ckMeoftho  hcgi*^  his  opening  of  the  remainder  of  the  Article.  But  the 
xygsl^  ^  Parliamentary  session  was  drawing  to  a  close,  and  the  Lord 
Chancellor  proclaimed  the  adjournment  of  the  trial  to  the 
first  Tuesday  in  the  next  session.  Before  his  Lordship 
had  left  the  woolsack,  Mr.  Hastings  claimed  to  be  heard,  and 
addressed  the  Court  in  the  following  words  : — 

Mr.  HMi-  '*  My  Lords,  I  feel  myself  unfit  for  the  occasion  which  calls  upon  me 
MCiS^^'^'to  stftte  to  your  Lordships  what  I  feel  of  the  unexampled  hardahipt 
17W.  Qf  ^lug  trial.     I  came  here  not  prepared  for  such  an  event  as  I  see  is  now 

impending.  I  beg  that  your  Lordships  will  indulge  me  but  for  a  ftfW 
minutes  while  I  recollect  myself.  I  beg  you  will  consider  the  aituatioo 
in  which  I  stand,  as  well  as  the  awe  which  I  must  feel  before  such  an 
assembly. 

"  My  Lords,  I  have  already,  in  an  humble  petition,  presented  to  your 
Lordships  at  the  beginning  of  this  year,  stated  the  hardships  and 
grievances,  and  but  a  part  of  the  hardships  and  grievances,  whidi  I 
thought  I  should  sustain  when  only  one  year  of  this  impeachment  had 
passed.  Those,  my  Lords,  have  accumulated  ;  many  (^  them  propor- 
tionably  accumulated  by  the  time  which  has  since  passed ;  but,  in  my 
sense  of  them,  have  been  infinitely  aggravated  when  I  have  seen  so  little 
done  and  so  much  time  consumed ;  and  yet  not  one  tenth  part  of  one 
single  Article,  out  of  twenty  which  compose  the  charge,  has  occupied 
your  Lordships'  time  the  last  five  months.  And  what  period  shall  I 
estimate  for  the  remainder  of  an  impeachment,  where  so  UtUe  has  beea 
done  and  so  much  time  already  consumed  ?  My  life  is  not  sufficient,  in 
any  estimation  of  it,  for  a  Parliamentary  inquiry ;  and  I  do  beseech  your 
Lordships — I  know  not  what  to  make  the  prayer  of  my  petition ;  but  I 
do  beseech  your  Lordships  to  consider  what  my  health — ^what  my  lifis — 
what  my  fortune— must  sustain,  if  it  should  be  your  determination  that  1 
shall  wait  until  it  shall  please  the  justice  or  the  candour  of  the  honour- 
able House  of  Commons,  which  has  impeached  me  before  your  Lordships, 
to  carry  on  this  prosecution. 

"  My  Lords,  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  thought  to  deviate  from  the  respeet 
which  I  feel,  I  am  sure,  equally  with  any  man  living,  for  this  v&j 
august  assembly,  if  I  say  that,  had  a  precedent  been  presented  to  me  of 
a  man  impeached,  as  I  have  been,  whose  trial  had  been  protracted  to  such 
a  length,  and  to  such  a  length  as  mine  probably  is  to  be  protracted — if 
this  had  been  put  before  my  eyes,  and  I  had  seen  the  consequences  to 
which  I  should  have  been  exposed  by  such  an  impeachment — I  pray 
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jour  Lordship6  will  pardon  me  if  I  say  I  would  have  pleaded  guilty.  I  1789. 
would  not  have  sustained  the  triaL  I  would  rather  have  rested  my  '  — 
cause  and  my  character,  dearer  to  roe  than  life,  upon  that  truth  M'hich 
sooner  or  later  will  show  itself  for  the  clearing  my  integrity,  than 
have  submitted  to  a  trial  which  of  itself  would  have  proved  a  hundred 
times  severer  than  any  your  Lordships  could  have  inflicted  upon  me,  had 
you  tried  me  and  found  me  guilty.  Had  I  pleaded  guilty,  you  could  not 
have  inflicted  a  punishment  upon  me  more  severe  than  that  I  experience 
by  a  life  of  impeachment. 

*'  1  only  beg  to  submit  my  case  to  your  Lordships,  that,  if  it  is  in  your 
power  to  apply  a  remedy  to  the  hardships  I  sustain  and  am  sustaining, 
you  will  do  it.  I  cannot  propose  anything  so  ungracious  as  that  your 
Lordships  should  waste  more  of  your  time  in  the  continuation  of  this 
trial,  when  so  much  of  the  year  has  passed,  and  when,  by  the  custom  of 
this  country  and  the  custom  of  Parliament,  I  believe,  it  has  been  always 
usual  for  the  Lords  to  retire  from  the  business  of  the  session ;  and  I  do 
wish  to  submit  myself  to  your  Lordships'  justice  and  to  your  Lordships' 
clemency.  Yet,  if  the  honourable  Managers  could  propose  a  short  time 
— a  period  such  as  your  Lordships  could  give  for  the  remainder  of  this 
impeachment,  which,  I  have  been  told,  perhaps  fdsely,  was  to  end  with 
the  present  Article  of  charge — I  would  rather  waive  my  defence — I 
would  rather  pray  your  Lordships  to  proceed  to  judgment,  even  upon 
the  evidence  which  they  have  adduced  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution 
only — than  wait  longer,  to  I  know  not  what  time,  for  the  regular 
conclusion  of  it. 

"  I  hope  I  have  said  nothing  which  can  be  deemed  disrespectful  to  the 
Court — I  am  sure  I  have  felt  nothing  like  it — and  I  submit  myself."* 

Whatever  disposition  might  be  felt  by  the  House  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  Mr.  Hastings  by  continuing  the  proceedings 
over  the  usual  period,  the  approaching  absence  of  the  Judges, 
on   circuit,  rendered  this  impracticable.     Yet  a  paragraph  Libel 
appeared  in  a  newspaper  called  *'  The  World,"  complaining  House  of 
of  want  of  spirit  in  the  Lords,  to  put  an  end  to  the  procced- 


*  To  this  address  of  Mr.  Hastings  the  followiDg  answer  was  made  by  the 
Lord  CkoMceUor. — **  Mr.  Hastings,  the  Lords  will  certainly  take  into  con- 
sideration everything  of  the  sort  that  has  been  alleged  on  your  part,  and 
which  can  possibly  be  conducive  to  the  justice  of  the  case.  You  will  recollect 
that  this  is  not  at  the  instance  of  the  Managers  at  all,  but  merely  with  a  view 
to  see  how  the  best  justice  can  possibly  be  done  ;  and,  in  any  rule  which  the 
Lords  ean  come  to,  they  will  undoubtedly  entertain  a  full  consideration  of  all 
those  matters  upon  which  the  justice  of  the  case  ought  to  turn.'' 

Mr.  HoMtingM — **  I  rely  with  perfect  deference  upon  your  Lordship's 
jastioe." 

VOL.  II.  C 
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1790     ^°E^     ^"^'^  ^^  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  House  of  Com- 

—      mons  by  Mr.  Marsham,  and,  on  his  motion,  supported  by 

Mr.  Burke,  it  was  voted  a  scandalous  libel  on  the  House, 

and  a  prosecution  was  instituted. 

aB3um^tion      On  the  16th  of  February,  1790,  the  fifty-fourth  day  of  the 

i«  Feb.  1790.  trial,  the  Lords  agun  entered  Westminster  Hall  in  fonnal 

procession,  and   prepared  to  resume  the  proceedings.     Mr. 

Hastings   having,   as  usual,  been  brought  to  the  bar,  on 

atruther*!     ^^  knccs,  was  permitted  to  rise ;  and  Mr.  Anstruther  imme- 

t£e^^^    diately  commenced  his  Opening  of  the  remainder  of  the 

the  sutii^^   sixth  charge,  on  the  subject  of   presents  alleged    to  have 

^^iingprel  been  illegally  received  by  Mr.  Hastings.     His  speech,  in 

■^*^         which  the  facts  of  the  case  were  very  simply  and  effectively 

stated,  occupied  the  day's  sitting. 

Objections        On  the  18th  and  23d  of  February,  the  Court  was  engaged 

eridenoe      in  receiving  written  evidence,  adduced  by  Mr.  Anstruther,  on 

the  subject  of  that  part  of  the  charge  he  had  opened.     On 

each  day,  prolonged  discussions  arose  between  the  learned 

Manager  and  Mr.  Law,  on  objections  made  by  the  latter 

that  the  evidence  referred  to  matters  not  charged  in  the 

impeachment.     The  judgment  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  was 

in  Mr.  Anstruther's  favour. 

Bxamhift-         On  the  25th  of  February,  the  fifty-seventh  day  of  the 

Mr.  Wright,  trial,  Mr.  Wright,  of  the  East  Lidia  Company's  Accountant's 

office,  was  examined  on  the  comparative  expenses  of  the 

old  revenue  establishment  and  that  instituted  by  Mr.  Hast- 

objectioa  to  ings.     After  which,  Mr.  Anstruther  was  proceeding  to  put 

the  corrupt  in  evidcncc   to   show  the   corrupt  character   of  KeUeraoL 

ohftTActer  of  ' 

KeUeram.  whom  Mr.  Hastings  had  appointed  collector  of  Behar,  and 
from  whom  he  was  charged  with  having  received  four  lacs  of 
rupees,  equal  to  40,000/.,  but  he  was  stopped  by  Mr.  Law, 
on  the  ground  that  Kelleram's  character  and  fitness  for  his 
office  formed  no  part  of  the  charge  against  Mr.  Hastinga 
After  a  discussion,  supported  by  Mr.  Anstruther  and,  at 
great  length,  by  Mr.  Burke,  on  the  one  side,  and  by  Mr.  Law 
on  the  other,  the  Lord^  withdrew  to  their  own  chamber.     la 
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about  half  an  hour's  time  they  returned,  and  the  Lord  Chan-     1790. 
oellor  informed  the  Managers  that  they  were  restricted  from  obj^^n 
giving  evidence  of  the  unfitness  of  Eelleram  for  his  appoint-  ^^^^ 
ment^  *^  the  fact  of  such  unfitness  not  being  charged  in  the 
impeachment."     Mr.  Burke  reflected  with  severity  on  their  Mr.  Burke's 
Lfordshipe'  judgment.     He  complained  that  the  case  deter-  on  the 
mined  on  was  not  the  case  the  Managers  would  have  pro-  decision. 
posed.     He  asserted  that  ^'  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain 
are  not  bound  by  any  rules  of  pleading  i^  that,  as  laymen, 
they  were  ignorant  of  the  doctrine  of  pleadings  and  could 
only  be  guided  by  rules  of  equity ;    that    the    proposed 
evidence  was  to  prove  aggravation  of  an  ofience  charged, 
and  Uiat  Mr.  Hastings  had  a  perfect  knowledge  that  such 
aggravations  would  be  charged  against  him.    After  the  read- 
ing of  further  evidence  the  Court  adjourned. 

The  next  sitting  of  the  Court,  which  was  not  till  the  22nd  Quenion  of 
of  Aprils  was  entirely  occupied  in  arguments  between  the  evidence  of 
Managers  and  Counsel  on  the  admissibility  of  evidence,  to  CompAny  by 
show  that  the  lease  granted  to  Kelleram  by  Mr.  Hastings  Imm- 
of    the    collectorship    of    Bebar    was     injurious     to    the 
interests  of  the  Company.     The  acceptance  from  Kelleram 
of  the  sum  of  four  lacs  of  rupees  had   been  admitted  by 
Mr.  Hastings  ;  and  it  remained  to  show  that  he  had  received 
it  from  a  corrupt  motive.     It  was,  therefore,.important  to 
the  case  to  prove  primarily  that  the  lease  was  not  a  beneficial 
one  for  the  Company ;  and  they  were  prepared  to  show  that 
Kelleram  was  in  great  arrears  in  his  payments.     The  objec- 
tion made  to  the  evidence  was,  that  what  it  was  offered  to 
prove  was  not  made  a  matter  of  charge  in  the  Article.     The 
point  was  argued  for  a  long  time  between  the  parties  ;  and> 
at  length,  the  Court  was  adjourned  to  the  27th,  in  order  to 
give  time  to  the  Lords  to  consider  their  decision. 

On  the  Court  reassembling,  late  in  the  day  on  the  27  th,  j^^^^th* 
the  Lord  Chancellor  announced  that  it  **  was  not  competent  •^Sdon. 
to  the  Managers  to  produce  evidence  to  prove  that  Kelleram's 
rent  was  in  arrear."     Mr.  Fox  complained  that  the  Court  CompUint 

.     ,  .1  .    *>yMr.  Pox 

was  peculiar  in  delivering  its  judgments  without  commum- of  the  Lord** 

c2 
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1790.    eating  the  grounds  on  which  they  were   formed ;  but  waa 
siienceon     ""able   to  elicit   explanations  from    the  Lord    Chancellor, 
lr\S?r^  beyond  the  statement,  "  that  the  order  of  the  House  reject* 
EMmiili.     *^^  evidence  as  inapplicable  to  this  charge."     The  examina- 
Mr?Hudaon  ^'^us  of  witncsscs  was  then  proceeded  with,  and  Mr.  Hudson, 
MnYoiing.  of  the  India  House,  and  Mr.  Young,  formerly  a  member  of 
the  Provincial    Board  of  Revenue  at  Patna,  were  called. 
Several  attempts  were  made  by  the  Managers  to  elicit  the 
fact   of  Kelleram^s    unfitness   for  the   collectorship,   which 
Attompte  to  were  with  equal  tenacity  resisted  by  the  Counsel ;  and,  at 
femm'sun-  length,  a  qucstiou  put  to   Mr.  Young  by  Mr.  Anstruther, 
hii^oa!^     and  leading  in  the  same  direction,  having  been  objected  to 
by  Mr.  Law,  the  Lords  withdrew  to  consider  their  decision. 
Decuum  On  the  29th  of  April,  the  sixtieth  day  of  the  trial,  the 

queitton      Court  again  assembled,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor  announced 
Hwifferii.    the  judgment  of  the  Lords,  that  it  was  not  competent  to  the 
Managers  to  put  the  question,  ^'  What  impression  the  letting 
of  the  lands  to  Kelleram  and  Cullian  Sing  made  upon  the 
B«moii-       minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bchar."     Again  the  system  acted 
iil2JJ?e2f.    on  by  the  Court,  in  announcing  its  decisions  without  expla- 
nation of  the  grounds  they  were  formed  on,  was  attacJced 
by  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Windham  and  Mr.  Burke,  who  professed 
themselves  quite  in  the  dark  as  to  the  principles  on  which 
their  Lordships'  judgment  was  founded.     A  statement  was 
offered    by  Earl   Stanhope,  which  only  served  to  provoke 
further  remonstrances.     The  examination  of  Mr,  Young  was 
Objection  to  Continued,  but  was  again  interrupted  by  the  objection  of 
refenpingto  Mr.    Law    to   a  qucstiou,   whether  the  country  had  been 
in  the         oppressed  by  G^mga  Govind  Sing,  diwan  to  the  Committee 
of  Kevenue  in  Calcutta.     He  urged  that,  although,  at  the 
end  of  the  charge,  the  Commons  had  said — "  to  the   great 
oppression  and  injury  of  the  said  people  " — these  words  must 
be   considered   as   inferences  of  law,   and   not   substantive 
charges.     A  long  argument  ensued,  and  the  Court  adjourned 
without  a  decision. 
SSw^"         On  the  4th  of  May,  the  Lords  resumed  the  proceedings, 
and  their  judgment  on   the  question  raised  at  their  last 
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sitting  was  adverse  to  the  Managers.     After  considerable     1790. 
consumption  of  time  in  altercations  on  the  manner  of  putting      — 
a  question   to   Mr.  Young,   this   witness   was   ordered   to 
retire,  and   Mr.  Anderson,  who  had  been  the  President  ofExamin*. 
the  new  Revenue  Board  established  by  Mr.  Hastings,  was  ]ir?Ander- 

•       1  son. 

examined. 

On  the  11th  of  May,  the  examination  of  Mr.  Anderson 
was  continued.*     Both  this  witness  and  the  gentleman  next  or 
called,  Mr.  Moore,  were  examined  respecting  the  character     '    **^*^ 
of  Gunga  Govind  Sing.     An  attempt  was  made   by  Mr.  Attempt  to 
Hastings'  Counsel  to  injure  Mr.  Moore's  credit,  by  making  Witness.**'** 
him  state  that  he  had  been  dismissed  from  his  office ;  and 
much  time  was  occupied,  on  this  and  the  next  court  day, 
the  18th  of  May,  in  explanations  on  this  subject. 

The  remainder  of  the  sitting  on  the   18th  of  May  was  Examina- 
occupied  in  the  examination   of  Mr.  William  Harwood,  a  Mr.  Hm> 
gentleman  who  had  held  office  in  the  revenue  department. 
An  effort  was  made  by  the  Manajjers  to  so  into  evidence  obiection  to 

,  "^  ^  °  oYidenoeof 

respecting  the  cruelties  alleged  to  have  been  exercised  by  ^^^TJSjf  * 
Deby  Sing  on  the  inhabitants  of  Dinagepore,  and  which  had 
been  detailed  with  terrible  force  by  Mr.  Burke  in  his  General 
Opening  of  the  prosecution.  Their  object  was  opposed  by  ohjertion 
Mr.  Hastings'  Counsel.  The  Lords  withdrew  to  consider  the 
question  raised ;  and,  on  their  return,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
informed  tlie  Managers  "  that  it  was  not  competent  for  them 
to  give  evidence  of  the  enormities  actually  committed  by  Deby 
Sing,  the  same  not  being  charged  in  the  impeachment."  On 
the  announcement  of  their  Lordships'  decision,  Mr.  Burke  re- 
marked on  the  injury  done  to  the  cause  by  this  exclusion  of  a 
charge  in  which  Mr.  Hastings*  character  was  deeply  concerned. 


♦  Mach  merriment  was  occaiioned  by  the  answer  of  this  witness  to  the  question 
in  reference  to  an  opinion  expressed  by  him  relatiye  to  a  moyement  of  troops, 
whether  he  was  a  military  man  :  his  reply  being, "  that  he  most  certainly  was 
not,  though  he  had  been  two  years  in  the  militia.'*  It  is  stated  in  the  *'  History 
of  the  Trial,"  that  **  this  high  compliment  to  the  military  character  of  the 
mtlitia  raised  a  loud  Uiugh  in  eyery  part  of  the  hall.  Many  of  the  peeresses 
joiiied  heartily  in  it,  looking  at  the  noble  Judges  in  the  body  of  the  Court, 
many  of  whom  wore  militia  cockades.'*— I'art  Hi.,  p.  22. 
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1790.    Much  violent  altercation  ensued    Mr.  Burke  insisted  on  his 
TUsmMrkB  of  ability  to  prove  the  atrocities  he  had  described,  and  com- 
Mr.  Burke,    pjj^ju^  ^f  being  thwarted  in  his   intention  of  bringing  for- 
ward evidence  upon  them,  adding  that,  '^  when  the  aocusation 
was  first  made,  the  prisoner's  Counsel  called  for  proofs,  and 
now  when  these  are  offered,  they-  shrink  from  them   and 
nr  Law's    ^^^'  °^*  ^^^  them."     Mr.  Law,  with  great  warml^,  retorted 
t^h^SSk*^  ^^**  ^^^  honourable  Manager  was  bold  only  because  he 
f^y*8i£S'8  l™ew  the  proof  which  he  spoke  of  could  not  be  received,  and 
ih6*^w^   exclaimed  with  violence,  "  I  call  upon  your  Lordships,  for 
the  honour  of  your   Lordships  and   the  justice  of  Great 
Britain,  that  the  honourable  Manager  may  couch  all  he  has 
said  in  a  charge,  that  Mr.  Hastings  may  have  an  opportunity 
of  meeting  it ;    and,  if  he  does  not  falsify  every  matter 
of  cruelty  that  the  Managers  have  repeated  over  and  over 
again,  may  the  hand  of  this  House  and  may  the  vengeance 
of  Almighty  God  fall  heavy  upon  him  !"* 
oueotion  to      On  the  20th  of  May,  the  sixty-fourth  day  of  the  trial,  after 
8ifyiiiga      examination  of  an  oral  witness,  the  Court  was  engaged  in 
Mr.  Hast-    hearing  arguments,  chiefly  of  Mr.  Anstruther,  on  the  ad- 
missibility  in  evidence  of  a  letter  of  Mr.  Hastings  to  the 
Directors,  dated  the  13th  of  April,  1781,  and  offered  by  the 
Managers  as  falsifying  the  contents  of  another  letter  from 
Mr.  Hastings  to  the  Directors,  dated  the  5th  of  May,  1781, 
and  as  showing  that  he  had  imposed  upon  them  with  respect 
to  the  appointment  of  the  new  Conmiittee  of  Revenue,  and 
that  he  had  let  the  lands  of  the  zamindars  to  men  of  unfit 
character.     The  Lords  withdrew  to  consider  their  dedsion, 
au^li^'^         ^  ^^  ^^  ^^  June,  the  Lord  Chancellor  announced  thek 
Lordships'  judgment, — ^'that  it  is  not  competent   for  the 
Managers  to  give  any  evidence  upon  the  seventh  Article  of 
impeachment,  to  prove  that  the  letter  of  the  5th  of  May, 
1781,  is  false,  in  any  other  particular  than  that  wherein  it  is 
expressly  charged  to  be  false.''    The  remainder  of  the  sitting 

^Gumey's  Report  of  the  Eyidenoe,  MS.;  and  «<  BSstory  of  the  TriaL" 
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was  occupied  in  examining  witnesses  and  receiving  written    1790. 
evidence  submitted  by  the  Managers.  — 

On  the  two  following  court  days,  the  7th  and  9th  of  June,  Mr.  Fox's 
Mr.  Fox  summed  up  the  whole  of  the  evidence ;  which  had  tbe  evidence 
not  been  limited  to  the  sixth  Article,  opened  by  Mr.  ^^^^^^S^^^i^ 
but  had  been  extended  to  a  part  of  the  seventh  and  the  preaenfs. 
whole  of  the  fourteenth  Articles,  bearing   upon  the   same 
subject  of  illegal  presents. 

It  is  stated  in  tbe  "  History  of  the  Trial,"  that ''  the  hall 
was  as  much  crowded  this  day  as  it  had  been  through  the 
whole  of  this  important  trial.  Public  curiosity  was  wound 
up  to  a  higher  pitch  than  on  any  former  day,  and  every  part 
of  the  hall  was  crowded  to  overflowing.''  On  the  con- 
clusion of  his  speech  the  Court  acyoumed,  and  a  message 
was  subsequently  sent  from  the  Lords  to  the  House  of 
Commons  that  the  trial  was  put  off  to  the  first  Tuesday  in 
the  next  sesdon  of  Parliament. 

The  trial  had  now  lasted  sixty-seven  days,  and  had  ex-  Application 
tended  through  three  sessions  of  Parliament .  In  this  period,  to  the 
four  only  and  part  of  a  fifth,  out  of  the  twenty  Articles  of  9ommonBto 

•^  "^  ,  dropiMurtsof 

the  impeachment,  had  been  brought  forward     Mr.  Hastings'  ^^^  chaiKe. 
friends  were  loud  in  their  complaints  of  the  tediousness  of 
the  proceedings,  and  the  heavy  expenses  he  incurred  in  sus- 
taining   so   prolonged  a  prosecution.      Convinced  of   the 
impracticability    of  dealing  with    all    the    Articles   with 
the  same  amount  of  care,  and  supporting  them  with  the 
same  fulness  of  evidence,   the  Managers  had  already  rcr 
solved  to  apply  to  the  House  of  Commons  for  authority  to 
shorten  future  proceedings  by  abandoning  such  of  the  cluurges 
as  they  should  see  fit.     On   the  11th  of.  May,  Mr.  Burke  spfe^ii  o^ 
brought  forward  a  motion   in   the    House  to    this   effect, 
lie  entered  at  large  into  a  justification  of  the  measure  of 
impeachment     He  spoke  of  the  duration  of  the  trial— that  it 
had  occupied  sixty-three  days,  and,  allowing  an  average  of 
three  hours  to  each  day^s  sitting,  they  had  spent  one  hundred 
and  eighty-nine  hours  in  Westminster  HalL    He  referred  to 
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1790.  two  petitions  of  Mr.  Hastings  complaining  of  the  injuries 
""^  he  suffered  from  the  length  of  the  proceedings  ;  and  charged 
him  with  attempting  to  evade  justice  by  impeding  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  trial,  in  order  to  gain  time.  To  the  rescdation 
authorising  the  Managers  ^^  to  insist  only  upon  such  and  so 
many  of  the  charges  as  shall  appear  to  them  the  most 
conducive  to  the  obtiuning  speedy  and  effectual  justice 
against  the  said  Warren  Hastings/'  was  added  a  second, 
pledging  the  House  to  persist  in  the  impeachment  until 
justice  could  be  obtained.  The  latter  resolution  was  ob- 
jected to,  but  not  opposed,  by  Mr.  Pitt,  and  they  both 
passed 
i«tterof  But   the   debates  did    not    terminate   with   the   passing 

reflecting  on  of  thcsc  resolutions.     In  reference  to  Mr.  Burke's  speech, 

the  Manv  ,  .  ,  * 

««*  in    introducing    them,    a    letter    appeared    in   Woodfiill's 

*«  Diary,"  of  the  20th  of  May,  signed  by  Major  Scott, 
and  in  which  he  contradicted  Mr.  Burke's  statement  that 
Mr.  Hastings'  complained  of  having  been  put  to  an  expense 
of  three  thousand  pounds  in  procuring  copies  of  papers  at 
the  India  House,  and  charged  Mr.  Burke  with  reviving  a 
calumny  refuted  a  year  ago.  The  letter  further  endeavoured 
to  show  that  the  length  of  the  trial  was  owing  to  intentional 
efforts  of  the  Managers  to  protract  proceedings. 

Voted  On  the  following  day,  the  21st  of  May,  General  Burgoyne 

brought  this  letter  to  the  notice  of  the  House.  Major  Scott 
was  called  upon  to  make  his  defence,  which  he  immediately 
delivered  at  great  length.  Mr.  Sheridan  moved  that  the 
letter  was  a  scandalous  and  libellous  writing ;  but  Mr.  Pitt 
moved  an  adjournment,  to  allow  time  to  consider  the 
character  of  the  letter. 

On  the  27th  of  May,  the  House  resumed  the  debate,  and 
Mnjor  Scott  was  allowed  to  add  further  remarks  to  his 
defence.  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Dundas,  delivered  their 

Major  Soott  opinions,  and  the  motion  was  carried  without  a  division.     It 

manded.      was  further  moved  and  carried  that  Major  Scott  had  violated 
bis  duty  as  a  member,  and  had  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the 
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privil^^  of  the  House.  It  was  then  moved,  that  he  "  be  repri-  1790. 
mandedat  the  bar  of  the  House  by  Mr.  Speaker."  An  amend- 
ment  to  the  terms  of  the  motion  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
by  substituting  "in  his  pkce"  for  '*at  the  bar  of  the 
House,"  and,  after  along  debate,  was  assented  to  ;  and,  on  the 
28th  of  May,  Major  Scott  received  the  reprimand  of  the 
House  through  the  Speaker.* 

The  dissolution  of  the  Parliament  having  taken  place  after  ^pjJS^^" 
its  adjournment,  on  the  9th  of  June,  1790,  a  new  Parlia-  "****• 
ment  was  summoned  to  meet  on  the   25th  of  November 
following.     But  the  already  slow  pace  of  the  proceedings  in 
the  trial  was  now  reduced  to  a  stand-still  by  a  question 
affecting  its  very  being;  for  it  began  to  be  freely  discussed  question  of 
among  Mr.  Hastings'  friends  whether  the  impeachment  had  of  thei^- 
not  abated  by  the  dissolution  of  Parliament.  ^^***' 

On  the  30th  of  November,  before  the  address  on  the 
King's  speech  had  been  moved,  Mr.  Burke  drew  the  atten- 
tion of  the  new  House  to   the    importance  of  proceeding  ^JJ^bJ,^*^ 
with  the  trial,  and  hinted  at  probable  attempts  to  make  the  fS^JShtho 
incident  of  the  dissolution  a  pretext  for  stopping  it  *"**• 

On  the  9th,  the  17th,  22d,  and  23d  of  December,  the  counter. 
House  debated  on  the  question  of  going  into  committee,  to  SSJihing'^ 
consider  the  state  in  which  the  impeachment  was  left  at  the  p"®**^®"^ 
dissolution  of  the    last    Parliament,    a  counter  resolution 
having  been  moved,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  for  the 
purpose  of   examining  precedents.      Mr.  Erskine  was  the 
principal  supporter  of  this  proposition,  and  he  evinced  much 
research  in  his  arguments  to  prove  that  the  impeachment 
had  either  altogether  abated  or  could  not  be  resumed  in  statu 
quo.      Mr.   Addington,   the  Speaker,  produced   a  book  of 
precedents,  collected  from  the  best  authorities,  to  prove  the 
contrary  principle,  and  Mr.  Pitt  spoke  with  great  clearness 
and  effect  on  the  same  side  of  the  question.     The  number  its  defeat, 
who  voted  against  a  committee  to  search  for  precedents  was 


*  Set  the  «* History  of  the  Trial^^"  Fart  III.a  pp.  2A,et8eq, 
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1790.  ^'^^  ^  ^^-     Although  Mr.  Burke  took  part  in  the  debaii^ 
—      it  was  remarked  that  he  left  to  Mr.  Addington  the  labour  of 

collecting  precedents,  and  to  Mr.  Pitt  the  part  of  anaweiing 
Mr.  Erskine ;  but  he  priyatelj  stated  that^  thouf^h  he  was 
firm  in  his  judgment  and  ready  with  precedents,  he  was 
desirous  that  Mr.  Pitt's  concurrence  in  his  opinions  should  be 
generally  known.* 

1 791.  (^^  the  14th  of  February^  after  the  recess^  Mr*  Borke 
3foti^of  ino^^  ^^^  continuing  the  trial,  and,  as  a  preliminary  mea* 
Ti  a£^on  ^^^9  proposed — "  that  the  Managers  proceed  no  further  than 
Iho^haTf^'.   iQ  the  charges  on  which  they  have  closed  their  evidence, 

except  the  charge  relating  to  contracts^  pensions  and  allow- 
Defmt  of  ances."  An  effort  was  made  by  various  members,  inclnding 
inentito  Mr.  Jekyll  and  Mr.  Ryder,  who  moved  amendments  cm 
tri»L  Mr.  Burke's  motion,   to  stop  the  trial  entirely;  but  the 

original  question  was  carried,  after  divisions  on  the  amend- 
ments, of  54  to  194,  and  79  to  161.     The  Managers  were 
immediately  reappointed  to  continue  the  prosecution. 
<>nUon  of      But  the  qucstiou  of  abatement  or  non-abatement  by  a 
ment  dis-     dissolutiou   was  uot  disDOscd  of  by  the  mere  vote  of  the 
the  Lords.    Housc  of  Commous.     The  decision  lay  with  the  House  of 
Peers ;  and  the  subject  was  brought  before  them  on  the 
17th  of  February  by  a  message  from  the  House  of  Commons, 
delivered  by  Mr.  Burke,  supported  by  Mr.  Pitt,  on  his  right 
hand,  and  Mr.  Fox,  on  his  left,  and  attended  by  more  than 
one  hundred  members.     The  Lords  were  informed  that  the 
Commons  had  resolved  to  continue  the  impeachment,  and 
they   were  desired  to  fix    a    day  for   resuming  the  pro- 
committee   cccdings.     Lord  Grenville  immediately  moved  the  appoint* 
denSiT^     ment  of  a  committee  to  examine  the  journals  for  precedents; . 
which  was  ordered.      The  report  of   the  committee  was 
brought  up  on  the  19th  of  April,  and  the  debate  upon  it 
took  place  on  the  16th  of  May,  Lord  Porchester  moving 
''  that  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Commons  to  inform  them  that 


*  So  stated  by  Mr.  Adolphus  in  his  "  History  of  England,**  **  fWmi  priyate 
information,  and  an  unpublished  letter  of  Mr.  Barke^'*  toA*  ti.,  p.  166. 
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llicy  (die  Lords)   were  ready  to  proceed  oa    the  trial  of    1791. 
Warren    Hastings,   Esq."     The    Lord   Chancellor    recom-      "T" 
mended   that   thej  should  first  consider  whether  the   im- 
peachment had  abated  or  not      Lord    Radnor   moved  to 
refer  this  question  to  the  Judges.     His  motion  was  rejected 
by  a  majority  of  70  to  20;  and,  after  further  debate,  the  votofor 
original  motion  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  66  to  18.     The  prooeedingn. 
following  Monday  was  fixed  for  proceeding  to  Westminster 
HalL 

Accordingly,  on  the  23d  of  May,  1791,  the  sixty-eighth  Mr.suohii'8 
day  of  the  trial,  the  Hon.  Andrew  St.  John,  on  the  part  of  ge^ourth 
the  Managers,  opened  the  fourth  Article  of  the  impeachment,  "^^^^^^ 
relating  to  corrupt  contracts  and  agencies,  and  illegal  allow- 
xuices.  The  Article  charged  Mr.  Hastings  in  general  terms  f^^^JhSSJ^^' 
that,  in  puirsuance  of  a  system  of  profusion  and  prodigality, 
and  with  a  yiew  to  enrich  his  fayourites  and  dependants, 
he  entered  into  many  contracts,  without  attention  to  re- 
peated orders  from  the  court  of  Directors  to  adyertise  them 
publicly ;  and  that  he  '*  authorised  and  approved  of  many 
enormous  salaries  and  extravagant  allowances  to  his  favour- 
ites." The  particular  charges  were,  in  eflect:^-"  That,  in 
the  year  1781,  he  granted  to  Stephen  Sullivan,  son  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  court  of  Directors,  a  contract  for  the  pro- 
vision of  opium  for  four  years,  without  advertising  for 
proposals,  and  upon  extravagant  terms,  "  for  the  purpose  of 
creating  an  instant  fortune  to  the  said  Sullivan ;'  and  that 
the  contract  was  transferred  from  party  to  party  for  large 
sums  of  money : — That,  upon  pretence  that  no  purchaser 
had  offered  for  the  opium  so  contracted  for,  he  advanced 
money  to  the  contractor,  and  engaged  in  a  smuggling  trans- 
action, in  order  to  dispose  of  it  in  China,  to  the  loss  of  the 
Company  and  the  disgrace  of  the  British  character  : — That, 
having,  in  the  year  1777,  accepted  proposals  for  providing 
draft  and  carriage  bullocks  to  the  army  for  three  years, 
without  advertising  for  the  same,  he  afterwards  dissolved  the 
contract,  and  entered  into  a  new  contract  for  five  years  with 
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1791.  his  confidential  friend,  Charles  Croftea,  for  the  provision  of 
a  number  of  bullocks  far  exceeding  the  requirements  of  the 
army,  and  at  a  rate  infinitely  higher  than  the  previous  con- 
tract :  — That  the  said  contract  for  bullocks  was  extended  to 
a  sixth  year,  by  the  neglect  of  Mr.  Hastings  to  give  notice 
for  its  termination,  as  commanded  by  the  Directors;  and 
that  he  subsequently  purchased  the  relinquishment  of  the 
contract  at  an  extravagant  price: — That,  in  the  year  1779, 
with  a  view  to  increase  his  own  influence,  he  created  an 
establishment  for  Sir  Eyre  Cootc,  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
at  an  expense  of  about  18,000/.  per  annum^  and  fastened  the 
same  upon  the  Nawab  of  Oude,  contrary  to  treaties  : — That^ 
contrary  to  express  orders  of  the  Directors,  in  1780,  he,  on 
his  sole  authority,  continued  large  allowances  to  Sir  Eyre 
Coote,  to  the  extent  of  21,654/.  per  annum: — ^That,  in 
December  1780,  he  appointed  James  Peter  Auriol  to  be 
agent  for  the  purchase  of  supplies  to  the  different  Presi- 
dencies, at  a  time  of  scarcity,  with  a  commission  of 
fifteen  per  cent.y  the  usual  commission  being  only  five  per 
cent: — That,  in  1776,  he  induced  the  Council  to  create  an 
unnecessary  appointment  of  an  agent  for  the  supply  of 
stores  for  the  garrison  of  Fort  William,  and  nominated  to 
it  his  confidential  friend  John  Belli ;  that  he  procured  him  a 
commission  of  thirty  per  cent,  and,  afterwards,  converted  the 
agency  into  a  contract  for  five  years. 

Immediately  on  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  St  John's  opening 
speech,  Mr.  Hastings  rose  and  addressed  the  Court  in  the 
following  words : — 

*'  My  Lords,  I  shall  take  but  a  very  few  minutes  of  your  Lordships' 
time,  but  what  I  have  to  say  I  hope  will  be  deemed  of  sufficient  import- 
ance to  justify  me  in  requesting  that  your  Lordships  will  give  me  so 
much  indulgence. 

"  A  charge  of  having  \i'astcd  584,000/.  is  easily  made  where  no  means 
are  allowed  for.  It  is  not  pleasant  for  me,  my  Lords,  from  week  to 
week,  from  month  to  month,  and  from  year  to  year,  to  sit  here  to  hear 
myself  accused  of  crimes,  many  of  them  of  the  most  atrocious  dye,  and 
all  represented  as  such,  and  to  feel  that  I  never  shall  be  allowed  to 


PROCEEDINGS  ON  THE  TRIAL.  xli 

answer  them.  My  Lords,  in  the  life  of  a  man  already  approaching  very  1 791* 
near  to  the  close  of  it,  as  mine  does,  four  years,  in  which  his  reputation  *  """ 
is  to  be  branded  to  the  world,  is  too  long  a  ])eriod.  I  never  expect 
to  be  allowed  to  come  to  my  Defence,  nor  to  hear  your  Lordships' 
judgment  upon  the  trial.  I  have  lon<?  been  convinced  of  it.  Nor  has 
the  late  resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons,  which  I  expected  to  have 
heard  announced  to  your  Lordships  here,  afforded  me  the  least  glimpse 
of  hope  that  the  termination  of  my  trial  is  a  bit  the  nearer.  My  Lords, 
it  is  now  four  years  complete  since  I  first  appeared  before  your  Lord- 
ships* bar.  Nor  is  this  all.  I  came,  my  Lords,  to  your  bar  with  a 
mind  sore  from  another  inquisition  in  another  place,  which  commenced — 
if  I  may  be  allowed  to  date  it,  because  I  had  that  impression  upon  my 
mind  which  obliges  me  to  do  it,  I  may  date  it  from  the  day  on  which  I 
arn^Td  in  this  capital  upon  my  return  to  England,  after  thirteen  years 
ser\'ice.  On  that  day  was  announced  to  the  Mouse  of  Commons  the 
determination  of  arraigning  me  for  the  whole  of  my  conduct  during  my 
government.  I  have  been  now  an  accused  man  during  six  years.  I  now 
approach  very  near — I  do  not  know  whether  my  recollection  fails  me, 
but  I  believe  I  am  now  sixty  years  of  age ;  and,  my  Lords,  can  I  waste 
my  life  in  sitting  here  to  hear  myself  ft^m  time  to  time  arraigned — not 
only  arraigned,  but  tortured  with  invective  of  the  most  atrocious  and 
virulent  kind  ?  I  appeal  to  every  man's  feehngs  whether  I  have  not 
borne  more  than  many  even  of  your  Lordships  would  bear,  and  with  a 
patience  that  nothing  but  a  consciousness  of  my  own  integrity  and 
respect  for  your  Lordships  could  have  enabled  me  to  bear. 

"  My  Lords,  as  the  House  of  Commons  have  declared  their  resolution 
that,  for  the  sake  of  speedy  justice — I  think  that  was  the  term — they 
have  ordered  their  Managers  to  close  their  prosecution  with  the  Article 
which  has  now  been  opened  to  your  Lordships  and  to  abandon  the  rest, 
I  now  see  a  prospect,  which  I  never  saw  before,  but  which  it  is  in  your 
Lordships*  power  to  realise,  of  a  close  to  this  disgraceful  situation  in  which 
I  have  been  so  long  placed ;  and,  however  I  may  be  charged  with  the 
error  of  imprudence,  I  am  sure  I  shall  not  be  deemed  guilty  of  disrespect 
to  your  Lordships  in  the  request  I  have  to  make,  lliat  request  is,  that 
your  Lordships  will  be  pleased  to  grant  me  that  justice  which  every  man 
in  every  country  in  the  world,  free  or  otherwise,  has  a  right  to — that 
where  he  is  accused  he  may  defend  himself — that  where  he  is  accused  he 
may  have  the  judgment  of  the  Court  upon  the  accusation.  I,  therefore, 
do  pray  your  Lordships,  notwithstanding  the  time  of  the  year — I  feel  the 
weight  of  that  reflection  upon  my  mind — but  I  pray  your  Lordships  to 
consider,  not  the  unimportance  of  the  object  that  is  before  you,  but  the 
magnitude  of  the  precedent,  which  every  man  in  this  country  may  bring 
home  to  his  own  feelings,  of  a  criminal  trial  suspended  over  his  head  for 
ever.  Every  man  may  be  liable  to  that  trial  which  I  now  sustain,  but,  in 
the  history  of  the  jurisprudence  of  this  country,  I  am  told — and  I  have 
taken  some  pains  to  search,  and  as  far  as  my  search  can  go  it  has  been 
verified — there  never  yet  was  an  instance  of  a  criminal  trial  that  lasted 
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1 791,  four  months,  before  mine,  nor  even  one  month,  excepting  in  one  initanee 
—  — an  instance  drawn  from  a  time  and  from  a  situation  of  this  govern- 
ment which  I  hope  will  prevent  it  ever  being  drawn  into  a  precedent  for 
this  or  for  any  enlightened  time.  My  Lords,  the  request  that  I  have  to 
make  is,  that  your  Lordships  will  be  pleased  to  continue  the  ntting  of 
this  Court  until  the  prosecution  shall  be  closed,  I  shall  be  heard  in  my 
defence,  and  your  Lordships  shall  have  proceeded  to  judgment.  My 
Lords,  it  is  not  an  acquittal  that  I  desire — that  will  rest  with  your  Lord- 
ships and  with  your  own  internal  conviction — I  desire  a  defence,  and  I 
desire  a  judgment,  be  that  judgment  what  it  may. 

''  My  Lords,  I  have  humbled  myself  before  this  (3ourt,  and  have  been 
reproached.  I  am  not  ashamed  to  bow  before  an  authority  to  which  J 
owe  submission,  and  for  which  I  feel  a  respect  that  exacts  it  as  a  willing 
oblation  ftrom  me.  I  now  again  with  all  humility  present  myself  an 
object  to  your  justice  and  to  your  humanity ;  for  I  am  not  a  man  of 
apathy,  nor  are  my  powers  of  endurance  equal  to  the  tardy  and  indefinite 
operation  of  Parliamentary  justice.  I  feel  it  as  a  very  cruel  lot  imposed 
upon  me,  to  be  tried  by  one  generation  and,  if  I  live  so  long,  to  expect 
judgment  from  another.  For,  my  Lords,  are  all  the  Lords  present 
before  whom  I  originally  stood  ?  Are  not  many  gone  to  that  place  to 
which  we  must  all  go  ?  I  am  told  that  there  is  a  difference  of  more  than 
sixty  in  the  identity  of  the  judges  before  whom  I  now  stand. 

'*  My  Lords,  I  pray  your  Lordships  to  free  me  from  this  state  of 
unexampled  suspension.  I  again  repeat  my  request  that  you  will  be 
pleased  to  resolve  to  continue  this  session  of  your  Lordships'  Court 
until  the  prosecution  shall  be  closed,  until  I  shall  be  heard  in  my 
defence,  and  until  your  Lordships  shall  have  proceeded  to  judgment.  If 
your  Lordships  shall  please,  I  have  drawn  up  a  petition  to  that  effect,  in 
form,  which  I  am  very  desirous  of  presenting  now,  or  in  any  other 
manner  which  your  Lordships  shall  think  proper  to  order."* 

*  The  petition  was  as  follows  : — 

**  To  the  Bight  Honourable  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in 

Parliament  assembled: 

**  The  humble  Petition  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.,  late  Governor  General 

of  Bengal 
•♦  Sheweth,— 

"That  vour  Petitioner,  havmg  long  waited  in  anxious  expectation  of  your 
Lordships  determmation  respecting  his  reappearance  at  your  Lordship's  bar, 
finds  himself  relieved  from  one  source  of  suspence,  by  being  again  broogfat 
before  this  high  court ;  and  he  has  so  great  a  confidence  in  the  justice  and 
dignity  of  your  Lordships  as  to  believe  that,  in  this  renewal  of  a  trial  so  long 
depending,  your  Lordships  mean  to  render  it  effectual  to  the  ends  of  sub- 
stantial iustice,  by  prosecuting  it  without  delay,  until  it  shall  reach  its  final 
termination.  If  such  should  be  your  Lordships'  purpose,  your  Petitioner  will 
accept  it  as  the  greatest  bounty  which  he  can  receive  at  the  hands  of  your 
Lordships ;  but,  should  his  trial  be  a4]oumed  over  to  another  year,  he  trusts  that 
he  shall  not  be  considered  as  departing  from  the  respect  which  he  bears  to  your 
Lordships,  if  he  presumes  to  say,  that  he  shall  feel  it  as  an  aggravation  of 
the  very  severe  lot  which  it  has  been  his  misfortune  to  experience,  and  of 
which  he  is  the  first  example  in  the  jurisprudence  of  this  kingdom,,  if  in  any 
other  a]     cedent  can  be  fotUid,  6f  a  criminal  trial  being  suspended  over  the 
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Mr.  Burk«  rose  immediately  on  the  conclusion  of  this  ad-    1791^ 
dress.   He  protested  against  the  imputation  that  the  Managers  ^^  ^,^^'8 
had  interposed  delays  in  the  proceedings.     He  justified  the  Jjf*the*ron^" 
severity  of  language  used  by  the  Managers^  by  instancing  the  jjj^^^® 
impeachment  of  Lord  Macclesfield,  who,  he  said,  was  charged 
¥rith   bribes,    not  with  cruelty,  while  Mr.    Hastings   was 
**  chaiged  with   horrors  " — with  the  worst  of  crimes — with 
mmnders ;  and  he  offered  to  go  on  with  the  trial  if  the  Crown 
should  be  induced  to  prolong  the  session  till  it  could  be 
completed.    Mr.  Fox  also  made  some  observations  on  the 

head  of  ao  indiyidoal,  living  under  a  fixed  law  and  a  civilised  goTemment^ 
doimg  so  long  a  period  of  his  natural  life,  and  so  near  the  close  of  it. 

**TDat  fimr  years  are  c<mipletely  elapsed  since  your  Petitioner  vras  first 
compelled  to  appear  at  your  Lordships*  bar,  to  hear  read  and  to  answer  to  the 
ehai^^  preferred  against  him  by  the  late  Honourable  House  of  Commoos ;  but 
that  he  computes  the  origin  of  their  impeachment  fVom  a  much  more  distant 
date,  the  first  notification  of  an  accusatory  process  haying  been  made  so  long 
ago  as  Jane,  17S5,  the  process  itself  begun  in  February,  1786,  and  continued 
through  one  prorogation  and  many  adjournments  until  May,  1787,  when  the 
impeachment  was  carried  to  your  Lordships'  bar ;  so  that,  in  effect,  though  not 
in  fom,  your  Petitioner  has  been  the  subject  of  a  criminal  process  before  two 
Parliaments  and  through  six  successive  years  ;  yet  his  prosecutors  to  this  time 
hare  closed  their  evidence  upon  three  Articles  only,  namely,  the  first,  second 
and  sixth,  omitting  many  points  of  those  Articles,  but  selecting  a  very  few 
points  fit>m  the  7th  and  12th,  as  explanatory  of  the  sixth  Article.  That  your 
Petitioner  craves  leave  to  represent  that  he  did,  in  an  early  stage  of  the  first 
inooiry,  cause  it  to  be  represented  to  the  late  Honourable  House  of  Commons, 
as  his  earnest  request,  thiu,  if  the  said  HouBe  of  Commons  should  enter  upon 
their  jonmals  any  vote  of  crimination  or  censure  against  him,  they  would  be 
pleased  to  allow  your  Petitioner  the  means  of  a  fair  and  legal  trial  for  the 
same  ;  but  that  the  object  of  your  I'etitioner,  in  making  that  request  was,  that 
he  might  be  afforded  the  means  of  vindicating  his  character  from  the  foulest 
and  most  unjust  aspersions  ;  but  he  has  to  lament  that  those  aspersions  should 
hh,ve  been  renewed  and  repeated  from  week  to  week,  from  month  to  month, 
and  from  vear  to  year,  without  any  power  of  reply  or  prospect  of  time  allowed 
him  for  his  defence  and  acquittaL  That,  great  as  his  re!iance  is  on  your 
Lordships*  justice,  it  is  yet  impossible  for  him,  judging  from  past  experience,  not 
to  feel  the  apprehensions  of  further  delay,  when  he  recollects  that  the  last  great 
adjournment  of  the  Court,  held  by  your  Lordships  in  the  preceding  Parliament, 
was  made  on  the  9th  of  June,  and  that  in  neither  of  the  preceding  years  did  it 
sit  later  than  the  7th  of  July ;  that,  therefore,  the  longest  interval  which  he  can 
compute  tor  what  remains  of  this  session  of  Parliament,  in  its  ordinary  course, 
will  be  insufficient  to  enable  your  Petitioner  to  enter  upon  his  defence,  much 
less  to  bring  it  to  a  conclusion  -,  but  that  he  will  have  to  sustain  the  intolerable 
grievance  of  seeing  another  year  of  prosecution  added  to  the  past. 

**  Your  Petitioner,  therefore,  most  humbly  and  earnestly  prays  your  Lordships 
to  take  the  particular  and  unprecedented  hardships  of  his  case  into  considers- 
tioo,  and  to  adopt  such  measures  as  your  wisdom  may  devise  for  continuing 
the  proceedings  of  your  Lordships*  Court,  so  that  the  trial  may  be  brought  to 
a  close,  and  jnd^ent  given,  before  another  prorogation  of  Parliament ;  your 
»  Petitioner  craving  leave  to  assure  your  Lordships,  that  no  unnecessary  delay 
shall  be  made  on  his  part,  but  that  he  will  endeavour  to  take  up  as  short  a  time 
MpoMible-iBlmdefettoe.''  « 
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1791.  statements  of  Mr.  HastiDgs^  who  disavowed  any  intention  of 
charging  the  Court  "  with  injustice,  or  with  being  in  any 
degree  the  cause  of  the  delays  which  have  happened." 

Production       "^hc  25th  and  27th  of  May  were  occupied  in  the  prodac- 
on^the*''*^  tion  of  cvidencc,  oral  and  written,  on  the  charge  relating  to 
Charge.       coutmcts,  With  occasioual  interruptions  by  the   exceptions 
Sammingof  taken  by  Mr.  Hastings'  Counsel.      On  the  30th  of  May, 
^  sir  J.  SL  the  seventy-first  day  of  the  trial,  Sir  James  Erskine  St.  Clair 
close  of  case  summcd  up  the  evidence,  and  the  case  for  the  prosecution  was 
•ecution.      closed.     At  the  conclusion  of  the  Manager's  speech.  Lord 
Kenyon,  who  presided  as  Speaker,  intimated  to  Mr.  Hastings 
that  he  was  at  liberty  to  make  his  defence ;  and,  at  Mr.  Hast- 
ings' request,  the  Lords  consented  to  grant  him  a  hearing  on 
the  following  Thursday.     Accordingly,  on  the  2nd  of  June, 
Gewerai       the  sevcnty-sccond  day  of  the  trial,  Mr.  Hastings  read  at  the 
by  Mr.  Hast,  bar  of  the  Court  a  general  defence  of  his  administration  of 
India,  and  an  answer  to  the  several  charges  that  had  been 
brought  against  him.  He  offered  to  forego  the  advantage  of  a 
more  particular  defence,  in  the  expectation  of  drawing  from 
his  judges  an  immediate  verdict,  but  reserved  to  himself  the 
right  of  a  formal  defence  by  his  Counsel  should  he  be  dis- 
appointed in  that  hope.*   After  hearing  his  address,  the  Court 
cioMofthe  adjourned    to  the    first   Tuesday   in    the  next  session   of 
I?S'""'     Parliament. 

1792.  At  the  assembling  of  the  Court,  on  the  14th  of  February, 
Mr.  u^'b  1792,  the  seventy -third  day  of  the  trial,  Mr.  Law  commenced 
^eningof    his  general  opening  of  the   Defence,  in  a  speech  of  great 

®°*^  power,  which  he  continued  on  the  17  th,  and  finished  on  the 

21st  of  the  month. 

Mr.piamer's      On  the  23d  of  February,  and  the  four  succeeding  court 

t£e"i>^ence  days,  the  29th  of  February,  the  1st  of  March,  the  24th  and 

Charge.        26th  of  April,  from  the  seventy-sixth  to  the  eightieth  day  of 

the  trial,  Mr.  Flumer  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Court 

in  an  elaborate  and  lucid  defence  on  the  first  Article  of  the 

impeachment.     His  speech  closes  the  present  volume. 

'  Mf  tThsUdi^'  ^OefciKV!  ifl  printed  ^«  ♦*»**  present  Toliune,  u.  482» 
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Reports  of  the  seTeral  speeches  contained  in  the  present 
volume  have  been  accessible  to  the  Editor  in  the  following 
forms.  Excepting  Mr.  Hastings'  Address^  all  the  speeches 
have  been  printed  from  Gumey's  Notea 

L  Burke's  Opening  of  a  portion  of  the  Sixth  Charge^  on 
the  2\st  and  25th  of  April,  and  5th  and  1th  of  May,  1789. 
1.  Gomey's  contemporaneous  report  2.  The  same,  revised 
by  Mr.  Burke,  and  printed  among  his  works* 

11.  Anstruther^s  Opening  of  the  remainder  of  the  Sixth 
Charge,  on  the  \^th  of  February,  1790*  Gximey's  Report. 
Besides  the  copies  of  this  report  in  the  Editor's  hands  and 
in  the  Library  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  another  is  preserved  in  the 
British  Museum,  Additional  MS.,  IT^OTG,  f.  70. 

IIL  Fox^M  Summing  of  the  Evidence  on  the  Sixth,  part  of 
the  Seventh,  and  the  Fourteenth  Articles  of  the  Charge,  on  the 
Tth  and  9th  of  June,  1790.     Gumey's  Report. 

IV.  St.  John's  Opening  of  the  Fourth  Charge,  on  the  23d 
of  May,  1791.  1.  Gumey's  Report.  2.  Fragment  of  the 
Report  of  Mr.  Hastings'  short-hand  writer,  for  the  seven 
first  pages  of  the  speech,  in  the  British  Museumi  Additional 
MS.  17,073,  f.  1. 

V.  St.  Clair's  Summing  of  the  Evidence  on  the  Fourth 
Charge,  on  the  ZOth  of  May,  1791.     Gumey's  Report. 

VI.  Hastings  Address,  on  the  2d  of  June,  1791.  1. 
Gurney's  Report  2.  Report  of  Mr.  Hastings'  short-hand 
writer,  formerly  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Hastings'  solicitors, 
and  now  in  the  British  Museum,  Additional  MS.,  17,073, 
f.  102.  3.  Copy,  apparently,  of  the  notes  from  which  Mr. 
Hastings'  read  his  Address ;  printed  in  the  "  History  of  the 
Trial,"  Part  IV.,  p.  81,  and  which  is  followed  in  the  present 
publication. 

VII.  Law's  General  Opening  of  the  Defence,  on  tlie  \4th, 
nth  and  21*/,  of  February,   1792.     1.  Gumey's  Report. 
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2.  The  same  with  occadonal  alterations,  formerly  belonging 
to  Mr.  Hastings'  solicitors,  and  now  in  the  British  Museum, 
Additional  MS.,  17,077,  f.  1. 

VIIL  Plumer*s  Opening  of  the  Defence  on  the  First 
Charge,  on  tlie  2Zd  and  29th  of  February,  the  Ut  of  March, 
and  the  2^th  and  26A  of  April,  1792.  1.  Gumey's  Beport. 
2.  The  same  with  alterations,  formerly  in  the  possession 
of  Mr.  Hastings'  solicitors,  and  at  present  in  the  British 
Museum^  Additional  MS.^  17,078,  f.  1. 
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Speech  op  the  Right  Hon.  Edmund  Burke,  Manager  for 
THE  House  of  Commons,  in  Opening  the  Sixth  Article 
of  the  Charge,  relating  to  Presents;  21st  April,  1789. 

Delay  occasioned  by  the  King's  illness,  1 ; — Homage  done  to 
the  Deity  by  executing  justice,  2; — Complaint  of  cost  of  pro- 
ceedings, 3; — Weariness  of  the  public,  4; — Testimonials  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Hastings,  5 ; — ^Their  worthlessness,  6 ; — Testi- 
monial of  Radanaut,  7 ; — Bribes  taken  ftrom  him,  8 ; — Subject  of 
the  present  Charge,  bribes  from  natives  of  India,  i^. ; — Corrupt 
contracts,  9; — Connivance  of  the  whole  service,  ib.; — Bribes 
received  through  banyas,  9 ; — System  of  corruption,  ib. ; — Con- 
trast between  uie  present  and  previous  charges,  10; — Low  vices 
in  high  stations,  ib. ; — Objects  of  present  address,  1 1 ; — Early 
practice  of  bribery  in  India,  12 ; — Minute  of  Lord  Clive,  ib. ; — 
Means  taken  by  the  Directors  to  check  it,  14 ; — Covenant  against 
taking  presents,  15 ; — Act  of  Parliament,  ib. ; — Presents  a  custom 
in  the  £ast,  ib.; — Various  kinds  of  presents,  ib.; — The  Nazr,  16; 
— Prohibition  of  presents,  ib. ; — Ample  provision  for  the  Governor 
General,  17; — Allowance  fixed  by  the  Council,  ift.; — Amount  of 
emoluments,  18 ; — Mr.  Hastings'  admission  of  sufficiency  of  the 
allowance,  ib.; — His  corruption,  19; — Growth  of  corruption  in 
the  service,  ib. ;  Instructions  to  him  to  correct  abuses,  ib. ; — Dis- 
orders in  1772,21  ; — Minority  of  the  Nawab  of  Bengal,  21; — 
Order  for  arrest  of  Mohammed  Reza  Khan,  22 ; — Offices  held  by 
him,  ib. ; — Order  of  the  Directors  to  supplv  office  of  guardian  of 
the  Nawab,  23 ; — Order  for  reduction  of  Nawab's  allowance,  i*. ; 
— Congruity  of  evidence  with  character  of  Mr.  Hastings,  ib. ; — 
Alacrity  in  executing  order  for  arrest  of  Mohammed  Reza  Khan, 
24; — His  detention  without  trial,  25; — Displacement  of  his 
adherents,  ib.; — Motives  of  Mr.  Hastings,  26; — Concealment 
from  the  Council,  27 ; — Employment  of  Mohammed  Reza  Khan's 
enemy,  Nundcomar,  ib. ; — Arrest  of  Shitab  Roy,  28 ; — Necessity 
for  caution  in  filling  up  Mohammed  Reza  Khan's  place,  29 ; — 
Appointment  of  a  woman  to  his  office,  30; — History  of  Munny 
Begum,  31 ; — Placed  by  Mr.  Hastings  in  Mohammed  Reza  Khan's 
office,  32 ; — Inference  of  corruption,  3,'i ; — His  rejection  of  more 
suitable  persons,  ib. ; — False  pica  of  economy,  31 ; — Directors' 
order  for  account  to  be  kept  by  the  Nawab's  guardian,  35 ;— Not 
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enforced  by  Mr.  Hastings,  ib.; — Order  for  reduction  of  the 
Nawab's  allowance,  36 ; — ^Payment  of  full  allowance  br  Mr.  Hast- 
ings, 38 ; — Reflections,  ib. ;— Charges  against  Mr.  Hastings  by 
Nundcomar,  39; — Include  a  bribe  of  two  lacs  from  Munny 
Begum,  ib. ; — Dut^  of  the  Council  to  investigate  the  charge,  40 ; 
— Inquiry  not  instituted  by  Mr.  Hastings,  ib, ; — Letter  of  Nund- 
comar, 41; — Specific  character  of  his  chiurge,  ib.; — Conduct  of 
Mr.  Hastings,  42; — His  minute,  prohibiting  examination  of 
Nundcomar,  42; — His  objection  to  the  Council  as  his  judges, 
45; — His  denunciation  of  Nundcomar's  character,  ib,; — FVevious 
extolment  of  it,  46 ; — High  position  of  Nundcomar,  47 ; — Murder 
of  Nundcomar  imputed  to  Mr.  Hastings,  ib.; — Character  of 
Nundcomar  by  Mr.  Hastings,  ib.; — ^llie  Council  justified  in 
crediting  Nundcomar,  49 ; — Employed  by  Mr.  Hastings  in  pro- 
secuting Mohammed  Reza  Khan,  ib. ; — Mr.  Hastings'  considera- 
tion for  his  dignity  in  declining  the  inquiry,  50 ; — Kieservation  of 
his  defence  for  a  court  of  justice,  ib. ; — His  dissolution  of  the 
Council,  51 ; — Persistence  of  the  Council  in  the  inquixj,  ib, ; — 
Letter  of  Munny  Begum  instructing  Nundcomar  as  to  the  bribes, 
ib. ; — Amount  of  the  bribes,  52 ; — Cantoo  Baboo  summoned 
before  the  Council,  ib. ; — Ordered  by  Mr.  Hastings  not  to  attend, 
ib.; — Mr.  Hastings'  prosecution  of  Nundcomar  for  conspiracy, 
ib.; — Proofs  of  the  bribe  of  two  lacs,  53; — Proof  of  payment  of 
one  and  a  half  lac,  ib, ; — Endeavour  to  confound  the  two  bribes, 
54 ; — Inquiry  from  Munny  Begum  instituted  by  Mr.  Hastings, 
ib, ; — Donation  of  one  and  a  half  lac  admitted  by  her,  55  ;^- 
Evidence  of  the  bribe  of  t^'o  lacs,  56 ; — Proof  from  an  account 
delivered  by  Munny  Begum,  ib, ; — Promise  of  a  syllabus  of  the 
evidence  in  the  present  charge,  57 ; — Custom  of  entertainment 
put  forth  as  a  screen,  58 ; — Circumstances  under  which  the  enter- 
tainment was  given,  ib,;  —  Object  of  Mr.  Hastings'  visit  to 
retrench  expenses,  ib,; — Withdrawal  of  pensions  from  the 
nobility,  59 ; — The  transaction  not  denied  by  Mr.  Hastings,  60. 

Continuation  op  the  Speech  op  the  Right  Hon.  Edmund 
Burke,  Manager  for  the  House  of  Commons,  in 
Opening  the  Sixth  Article  of  the  Charge,  relating 
wo  Presents;  25th  April,  1789. 

Extent  of  bribe  from  Munnv  Begum,  63; — Resistance  of  Mr. 
Hastings  to  inquiry,  ib, ; — Declares  he  reserves  his  d^nce,  64 ; — 
Urgencv  of  reasons  for  explanation  of  his  conduct,  65 ; — Minute 
of  Sir  J.  Clavering  charging  him  with  peculation,  ib. ; — Paasive- 
ness  of  Mr.  Hiistings  under  the  charge,  66 ; — Conduct  of  Sir  J. 
Clavering  approved  by  the  Directors,  t6. ; — ^Weight  of  accusation 
against  Mr.  Hastings,  68 ; — Persistence  in  resisting  inquiry  when 
in  the  majority  in  the  Council,  ib, ; — His  reasons  for  reserving 
his  defence,  69 ; — Hb  submission  to  infamy,  ib, ; — Obligation  to 
the  Company  to  account  for  his  conduct,  70; — Reservation  of 
defence  for  a  court  of  justice  a  proof  of  guilt,  ib, ; — Prosecution 
not  attempted  in  Bengal,  72; — Mr.  Hastings'  reliance  on  an 
opinion  of  Counsel  referred  to  by  the  Directors,  ib. ; — Doubtful 
cluuracter  of  their  opinion  against  his  prosecution,  74; — Bias  of 
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the  solicitor  of  the  Company  in  his  favour,  ib. ; — Falsification  of 
the  case  in  the  report  upon  it,  75 : — Reflections  on  the  Company's 
conduct  of  their  prosecutions,  7B ; — Ohlifiration  on  Mr.  Hastings 
to  dear  himself  to  the  Du^ctors,  79 ; — Opinion  of  Mr.  Sayer  on 
Mr.  Hastings'  conduct,  80; — Silence  under  suspicion,  81; — 
Justification  of  receipt  of  money  as  a  present  for  entertainment, 
ib. ; — Abuse  of  the  ctistom,  82 ; — Prohibition  of  presents  by  the 
Company,  83 ; — Concealment  of  the  present^  ib. ; — Not  intitled 
to  the  present,  ib. ; — Plea  of  its  covering  other  charges,  84 ; — His 
travdhng  expenses  charged,  ib. ; — Danger  of  encouraging  presents 
for  entertainment,  85 ; — Recapitulation,  86 ; — Further  presump- 
tions of  criminality,  ib. ; — Directors'  orders  for  the  employment 
of  Mohanuned  Reza  Khan,  87 ; — His  restoration  by  the  Council, 
ib. ; — Opposition  of  Mr.  Hastings,  ib. ; — Confirmation  by  Direc- 
tors, 88 ; — Mohammed  Reza  Khan  deposed  by  Mr.  Hastings,  ib. ; 
— Distribution  of  his  salary  to  Munny  Begum  and  others,  ib. ; — 
Appointment  of  Raja  Goordass,  89 ; — ^The  Kawab's  family  placed 
under  the  control  of  Munny  Begum,  ib. ; — The  Nawab  a  puppet 
in  Mr.  Hastings'  hands,  ib, ; — Letters  of  the  Nawab  praymg  to 
be  placed  under  the  guardianship  of  Munny  Begum,  90 ; — Munny 
Begum  invested  with  supreme  authorihr,  92 ; — Evil  influence  of 
the  ministers  of  Munny  Begum,  93 ; — Order  from  Mr.  Hastings 
to  the  Nawab  not  to  interfere  with  the  fai:gdari,  94; — General 
corruption  of  the  country,  ib.; — Mr.  Hastings  induced  by  fear 
of  disclosure  of  his  bribes  to  support  the  Begum,  95; — No 
account  required  of  Munny  Begum  by  Mr.  Hastings,  96; — 
Censure  by  the  Directors  of  Mr.  Hastings'  appointments,  ib. ; — 
He  pretends  to  refer  to  the  Nawab  the  Directors'  order  to  restore 
Monammed  Reza  Khan,  98; — Rejection  of  the  order  by  the 
Nawab,  99 ; — Support  of  Mohammed  Reza  Khan  by  Mr.  Francis, 
ib. ; — ^The  Nawao  makes  the  appointment  at  Mr.  Hastings' 
dictation,  100; — Priv'ate  assurance  to  the  Nawab  that  the  ap- 
pointment should  be  rescinded,  ib. ; — Mohammed  Reza  Khan 
removed  from  office,  ib. ; — Inference  of  corruption,  101 ; — Cor- 
ruption of  the  ser^nce  consequent  on  Mr.  Hastings'  bribery,  ib. ; — 
His  excuses  to  the  Directors  for  not  inquiring  into  corrupt 
practices  in  the  ser^dce,  102 ; — His  connivance  in  abuses,  104  ; — 
l^secutions  ordered  by  the  Directors,  105; — Abandoned  by 
Mr.  Hastings,  106 ; — Mr.  Hastings'  recommendation  of  a  pension 
to  Munny  Begum,  ib.; — His  constant  support  of  the  Begum 
after  receiving  the  bribe  in  1772,  108; — His  sale  of  the  offices  of 
the  country,  ib. 
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Burke,    Manager    for    the    House    of     Commons,    in 

OrENING    THE    SlXTH    ARTICLE    OF    THE   ChARGE,    RELATING 

TO  Presents  ;  5th  Mat,  1789. 

Reference  to  a  vote  of  the  House  of  Commons  censuring  his 
imputing  the  death  of  Nundconuu*  to  Mr.  Hastings,  109 ; — Confi- 
dence of  the  House,  110;— Indiscretion  in  the  conduct  of  the 
prosecution  to  be  attributed  to  himself,  not  to  the  Commons, 
1 1 1  ;~Be8olution  of  the  Commons,  disavowing  the  charge  against 
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Mr.  Hastings  respecting  the  death  of  Nundcomar,  112; — ^Apology 
for  having  exceeded  the  terms  of  the  impeachment,  113; — ^Tne 
charge  of  bribery  founded  on  Nundcomar's  evidence,  ib. ; — Coin* 
cidenoe  of  his  prosecution  with  his  accusation  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
t^. ; — Proof  from  Mr.  Hastings'  Defence  before  the  Commons  of 
his  purpose  to  blacken  the  character  of  Nundcomar,  114 ; — Object 
of  Mr.  Burke  to  support  Nundcomar's  character,  115; — ^Persist- 
ence in  the  charge  in  his  own  judgment,  116 ; — The  term  murder 
used  in  the  moral  not  the  legal  sense,  ib. ; — His  opinioA  on  the 
subject  the  result  of  many  years  consideration  of  the  evidence, 
ib, ; — Mr.  Hastings'  charge  of  malice  in  imputing  to  him  the 
prosecution  of  Nundcomar,  117; — Defence  of  Nundcomar  from 
Mr.  Hastings*  charge  of  forgery  of  a  letter,  118 ; — Resumption  of 
the  charge  against  Mr.  Hastings,  120; — Extensive  system  of 
bribery,  ib. ; — Second  period  of  the  bribery,  121 ; — His  scheme 
for  acquiring  revenue  for  the  Company  by  privately  taking 
moneys,  ib.; — Act  of  Parliament  prohibiting  bribery,  122; — 
Orders  of  the  Directors  to  the  same  effect,  ib. ; — Clause  allowing 
open  receipt  of  presents  for  the  Company's  use  in  certain  cases, 
123; — Abused  by  Mr.  Hastings,  t^. ; — Fraudulent  system  of 
accounts,  124 ; — Letter  of  Mr.  Hastings,  declaring  the  stringency 
of  the  Act  in  regard  to  a  donation  to  the  troops,  125; — ^The 
particular  case  justified  a  favourable  construction  of  the  Act,  127; 
— Money  taken  by  Mr.  Mastings  himself  under  pretence  of 
applying  it  to  the  Company's  use,  ib. ; — Case  of  20,0002.  kept 
back  by  Gunga  Govind  Sing,  129 ; — Attempted  concealment  of  a 
bribe  received  from  Cheyt  Sing,  131 ; — Offer  of  Mr.  Hastings  of 
an  advance  of  two  lacs  of  his  own  mon^,  ib. ; — Subsequent 
avowal,  that  the  money  belonged  to  the  Company,  ib.; — His 
concealment  of  the  source  of  receipt  of  the  money,  132; — ^Two- 
thirds  of  the  money  given  his  own,  and  one-third  the  Company's, 
133; — His  subsequent  claim  of  the  whole  money,  and  bonds 
taken  for  it,  134 ; — In  a  third  account  it  is  represented  as  the 
Company's  money,  135 ; — Further  fraudulent  account  respecting 
bonds,  tb.; — His  explanation  of  these  contradictions,  136; — 
Present  from  the  Nawab  of  100,000/.,  ib. ; — His  announcement  of 
it  to  the  Directors,  ib. ; — Asks  a  donation  of  it  from  the  Directors, 
ib.  ; — Refusal  of  the  Directors,  137  ; — Hr.  Hastings  letter, 
acknowledging  the  present,  sent  to  the  Directors  by  an  agent, 
138 ; — His  concealment  of  the  persons  from  whom  uie  presents 
were  received,  ib. ; — Delay  in  giving  an  account  of  the  present  to 
the  Directors,  ib. ; — Mention  made  by  him  of  other  sums  received, 
139 ; — Concealment  of  his  transactions  by  means  of  the  Company's 
accountants,  141 ; — Interval  between  the  payment  of  the  money 
into  the  hands  of  the  accountant,  and  entry  of  it  in  the  accounts, 
142 ; — His  various  deceptions  in  regard  to  the  sums  received  by 
him,  143 ; — Letter  of  the  22nd  of  May,  ofPering  explanations,  ib. ; 
— No  mention  made  of  the  channels  through  which  the  mon^ 
was  received,  144 ; — Letter  of  the  16th  of  December  explidning 
the  delay  in  sending  that  of  the  22nd  of  May,  145 ; — Claim  of 
credit  for  acknowledging  his  bribes,  146; — Pretended  avowal  of 
his  bribes,  147 ; — His  resentment  at  the  Directors  requirement  of 
an  account,  ib. ; — ^Threatens  to  appropriate  the  sums  already  past 
to  their  credit,  148; — His  power  of  altering  the  Company's 
aoooonts,  ib. ;— -Absence  of  ezplanationa  in  the  lotter  of  the  16th 
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of  Deoenober,  149; — Diacovery  of  another  bribe  in  September, 
1784,  ib. ; — He  insistB  upon  beini^  allowed  to  retain  it,  150; — 
Conceals  the  givers  of  the  bribe,  151  ;•  -Discovery  made  by  Parlia- 
mentary investijKation,  152; — Explanation  given  in  his  Defence 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  ib, ; — ^llir^  lacs  received  Arom  Raja 
Nobkissin,  ib.  i — System  of  false  accounts,  153 ; — Letter  to  the 
Directors,  desiring  to  ftpply  the  money  to  account  of  contingent 
expenses,  ib. ; — ImprobaDuity  in  the  account  of  the  pretended 
loan  ^m  Nobkissm,  154 ; — ^Acceptance  of  the  money,  155 ; — 
The  management  of  a  district  given  to  Nobkissin,  ib.; — ^llie 
persons  bribing  Mr.  Hastings  suffered  to  remain  in  arrears,  156 ; 
— Nobkissin  a  defeuilter,  ib, ; — Demand  of  Directors  for  a  precise 
account  of  the  presents  received,  157 ; — Mr.  Hastings  retmms  to 
England  without  having  answered  the  letter,  ib. ; — Letter  to  him 
from  the  Directors  after  his  arrival  in  England,  t&. ; — His  answer 
from  Cheltenham,  158 ; — Admission  of  inaccuracy  in  his  account, 
160; — Refers  to  the  Accountant  General  in  Bengal,  ib. ; — Studied 
obscurity  of  language,  161; — Concealment  of  the  persons  he 
received  presents  from,  162 ; — ^Motive  for  concealing  them  from 
his  colleagues,  ib. ; — Oath  imposed  by  him  on  the  Conmiittee  of 
Revenue  not  to  take  presents,  163; — His  reasons  for  concealing 
his  reoei^  of  presents  from  the  Board  of  Revenue,  164 ; — Reasons 
for  entenng  tne  sums  as  a  deposit,  165 ;— Subsequently  as  Durbar 
charges,  w.; — ^Acknowledgment  of  intention  to  conceal  the 
receipt  of  the  presents  from  the  Directors,  166 ; — Fear  of  discovery, 
167 ; — Evasion  of  explanation  required  by  the  Directors,  168 ; — 
FiJse  bonds  taken  from  the  Company,  ib. ;— Connivance  of  Mr. 
Laridns,  ib. ; — Declaration  that  they  were  for  the  Company's 
service,  169. 


Conclusion  op  the  Speech  of  the  Right  Hon.  Edmund 
BuBKE,  Manager  fob  the  House  of  Commons,  in 
Opening  the  Sixth  Charge,  relating  to  Presents  ; 
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Conceahnents  in  accounts,  171; — Falsifications,  172; — Pro- 
mise of  explanation  of  the  bribe  ftom  the  Nawab  of  Oude,  ib ; — 
Mi^r  Faiifax  sent  to  England  to  explain,  173; — Is  unable  to 

S've  information,  ib.; — ^A  second  agent,  M^jor  Scott,  t^.; — 
T.  Hastings'  letter  from  Cheltenham,  174 : — His  reference  to 
Mr.  Larkins,  ib.; — Defectiveness  of  his  account,  176; — Dinage- 
pore  bribe,  t^.;  —  Moner  received  from  Patna,  177;  —  Money 
rwreived  ftrom  Nuddea,  w. ; — Concealment  of  names  of  parties, 
178;  —  Discovery  by  Parliamentary  investigations,  17J^;  — 
Mr.  Larkins'  letter,  ib. ; — His  avowal  of  considering  it  a  point 
of  honour  to  screen  Mr.  Hastings,  180; — Various  agents  em- 
ployed by  Mr.  Hastings  in  receiving  bribes,  ib. ; — Concealment 
from  Mr.  Larkins  of  the  sources  from  which  the  money  was 
received,  182;  —  Subsequent  acknowledgment  to  him  of  the 
receipt  of  i^  100,000  from  the  Nawab  of  Oude,  183;— Mr.  Hast- 
ing reminded  bv  Mr.  Larkins  of  his  promise  to  account  to  the 
Durectors,  ib, ; — His  efforts  to  recover  tne  circumstances,  184 ; — 
Memofaada  kept  by  Ccmtoo  Baboo,  Mr.  Crofts,  and  a  mimshi. 
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t&. ; — No  other  acoounta  preserved  of  the  moneys  noenred,  185  ;— 
Account  obtained  by  inouiries  of  the  House  of  Commons,  186 ; — 
Recapitulation,  187; — Defidenc^  of  jf  40,000  in  a  sum  due  from 
Gunga  Govind    Sing,  ib. ;  —  Mr.   Hastings'  conduct  towards 
Gunga  Govind  Sing«   189; — Recommends  him  reward^  ib.; — 
Moncnr  due  from  Patna,  190 ; — Loss  occasioned  by  deaKngs  of 
Mr.   Hastings  with    usurious    agents,  ib.; — Money  due  from 
Nuddea,  192 ; — Backwardness  of  the  Directors  in  investigating 
these  transactions,  ib. ; — Present  received  from  Nundulol,  ib. ; — 
Mr.  Larkins'  accounts,  ib.; — False  statements  of  time  of  pay- 
ment, 193;— The  sum  suffered  to  lie  in  Gunga  Govind  Sing's 
hands,  194; — Bonds  taken  for  the  monevby  Mr.  Has^ngs  as  if 
his  own,  195 ; — ^The  money  represented  by  Mr.  Larkins  as  two 
thirds  the  Company's  and  one  third  Mr.  Hastings',  ib, ; — ^The 
whole  sum  confoimded  under  bonds,  ib. ; — His  fraudulent  de- 
posits, 196 ; — Cheyt  Sing's  bribe  of  j^23,000  conveyed  by  different 
persons  to  Mr.  Larkins,  198 ; — ^The  transaction  concealed  from 
Mr.   Hastings'  colleagues,  ib. ; — ^The  Persian  account,   199 ; — 
Presents  from  the  Nawab  of  Oude  and  Hussim  Reza  Khan  to 
Mr.   Hastings,  200; — Present  to  Mrs.   Hasting,  ib.; — Proba- 
bility of  other  bribes,  201 ; — Mr.  Hastings'  motives  for  keeping 
the  transaction  from  a  court  of  justice,  ib. ; — ^The  money  received 
from  Dinagepore  taken  from  the  Rija,  ib. ; — Adoption  of  a  son 
by  the  Rajah  B\ja  Naut,  203 ; — Recognition  of  tM  adoption  by 
Mr.  Hastings  on  report  from  Gunga  Govind  Sinj^,  ib,  ;---Sum  of 
money  paid  to  Mr.  Hastings  through  Gunga  Govmd  Sing,  f6. ; — 
Deby  Sing  appointed  guardian  of  the  young  Rua,  ib. ; — Cruelties 
practised  in  the  province,  ib. ; — Certificate  of  the  young  Riya  in 
fax'our  of  Mr.  Hastings,  204 ; — Recapitulation,  205 ; — Character 
of  certificates  procured  from  the  native  princes  by  Mr.  Hastings, 
206; — Recapitulation  respecting  Mr.  Hastings'  system  of  bri- 
bery, 207  ; — Confederation  of  persons  in  India,  208 ; — Danger  of 
corruption  of  the  English  character  from  examples  of  sucoessfrd 
fraud,  ib. ; — Danger  of  influence  of  Indian  wealth  on  the  liberties 
of  the  country,  209. 


Speech  of  John  Astruther,  Esq.,  Manager  fob  the  House 
OF  Commons,  in  opening  the  Second  Part  of  the  Sixth 
Article  of  the  Charge^  relating  to  Presents  ; 
16th  February,  1790. 

Corruption  in  government,  210; — In  administration  of  the 
revenue,  211 ; — Disobedience  to  orders  of  Directors,  ib.; — Over- 
throw of  establishments,  ib. ; — Provinces  committed  to  those  who 
ofiPered  presents,  211 ; — Checks  withdrawn,  t^. ; — Infamous  cha- 
racter of  those  promoted,  212 ; — Injury  to  the  revenue,  ib. ; — 
Changes  in  system  of  government  prior  to  1773, 213;— -Mr.  Hast- 
ings' plan  for  administering  the  revenue,  ib. ; — Provincial  Coun- 
cils, &.; — Object  of  bringing  the  collection  to  Calcutta,  ib,; — 
Pretended  control  of  the  Provincial  Councils,  ib. ; — Mr.  Hastings* 
approval  of  the  svstem  of  Provincial  Councils,  214 ; — Order  of 
Directors  against  innovations^  215 ; — New  plan  introdiioed  with- 
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out  their  penxuBsion,  »6. ; — Particulars  of  the  plan,  216; — Rent 
from  Zamindars,  ib. ; — Breach  of  orders  of  Directors  as  to  letting 
the  lands,  217 ; — The  Zamindaries  let  to  farm,  219 ; — Money  paid 
to  Mr.  Hastings  hj  the  fetrmers,  ib. ; — Innovations  hy  Mr.  Hast- 
ings, ib, ; — Diminution  of  revenue,  ib. ; — Corrupt  motives  in  the 
changes,  ib, ; — Power  of  the  Revenue  Councils  vested  in  the 
Supreme  Board  at  Calcutta,  220 ; — Suppression  of  the  control  of 
the  Board,  221 ; — Corrupt  motive  in  abolishing  Pro\dncial  Coun- 
cils, ib. ; — Character  of  the  Board  established  by  him,  ib. ; — 
Mr.  Crofts  connected  with  Mr.  Hastings,  222; — The  Council 
tools  in  the  hand  of  their  diwan,  ib. ; — Gunffa  Govind  Sing,  the 
diwan,  the  receiver  of  Mr.  Hastings*  bribes,  223; — His  cha- 
racter, 224  : — His  dismissal  from  a  previous  office,  ib. ; — Mr.  Hast- 
ings aware  of  his  character,  225 ; — Inefficiency  of  the  Committee 
of  Revenue,  t^. ; — Oppressions  of  Deby  Sing,  226; — Practice  of 
uniting  offices  of  ftu-mer  and  diwan,  ib. ; — Purpose  to  estabhsh  a 
government  of  concealment,  227 ; — Presents  received  from 
nrmers  of  the  provinces,  228 ; — In^unous  character  of.  Kelleram, 
ib. ; — Province  of  Behar  let  to  him,  and  present  received,  229 ; — 
Concealment  of  present,  ib.; — tiunga  Govind  Sing  the  accom- 
plice of  Kelleram,  ib,; — Oppressions  by  Kelleram,  230; — Loss  to 
the  revenue,  231 ; — Case  of  Dinagepore,  ib. ; — Money  taken  from 
the  province,  ib. ; — Oppressions  of  Deby  Sing,  232 : — Mr.  Hast- 
ings responsible,  ib. ; — Aware  of  Deby  Singes  character,  233 ; — 
Increased  revenue  levied  on  the  pronnce,  234  : — Deposition  of 
the  Raja,  ib. ; — ^The  Raja*s  arrears  occasioned  by  payments  to 
Mr.  Hastings,  ib. ; — Appointment  of  Deby  Sing  as  diwan,  235 ; 
— And  gui^ian  to  tne  Raja,  236; — His  severities,  ib.; — ^The 
province  let  to  the  Raja  at  reduced  rent,  237; — Mr.  Paterson 
commissioned  to  inquire,  238 ; — Second  commission,  ib. ; — Re- 
sponsibility of  Mr.  Hastings,  239; — Deby  Sing's  cruelties  the 
result  of  extreme  levies  of  money,  ib. ;  —  Lord  Comwallis' 
opinion,  240; — Mr.  Hastings'  responsibility,  241; — Case  of  pro- 
vince of  Rajeshaye,  241 ; — Present  from  Nundulul,  ib. ; — His  dis- 
missal for  corrupt  practices,  242 ; — Reinstated  by  Mr.  Hastings, 
ib. ; — Oppression  of  the  province,  ib. ; — Arrears  in  his  account, 
243; — Protected  by  Mr.  Hastings,  ib.; — His  remox'al,  244; — 
Loan  taken  from  Nobkissen,  245 ; — His  arrears,  ib. ; — Money 
taken  from  the  province  of  Nuddea,  247 ; — EJjection  of  the  Raja, 
ib.; — Corruption  in  the  Government,  248; — Dispute  respecting 
the  Rajaship  of  Dinagepore,  ib. ; — Disputed  succession  to  Rtge- 
shaye,  249 ; — Sale  of  justice,  ib. ; — Money  received  for  Mr.  Haist- 
ings'  own  use,  250; — Nature  of  the  evidence,  ib.; — Captain 
Donellan,  251 ; — Discovery  of  bribes  from  Mr.  Hastings'  letters, 
252 ; — False  accounts  of  moneys  received  by  him,  254 ; — Bonds 
for  moneys  lent  to  the  Company,  255 ; — Mis-statements  respecting 
them,  256 ; — Attempt  to  conceid  receipt  of  money,  257 ;— Monqr 
received  from  the  Nawab  of  Oude,  259 ; — Attempt  to  secure  it  by 
false  representations  to  the  Directors,  260 ;— Mr.  Hastings'  account 
of  his  transaction  with  Nobkissen,  262;— Mr.  Larkms'  letter, 
t^. ; — Sums  in  Gunga  Govind  Sing's  hands  not  accounted  for, 
265;— Mr.  Larkins'  explanations,  i6. ,— Mr.  Hastings'  panegjrric 
of  Gunga  Govind  Sing,  266 ;— Recapitulation,  267 ;— Impoverish- 
ment of  the  country,  ib. ;— Pretended  success  of  Mr.  Hastings' 
govqnunent,  268. 
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Speech  of  the  Bt.  Hon.  Charles  Jambs  Fox,  Managse  for 
THE  House  of  Commons,  in  summing  up  the  Evidence 
ON  THE  Sixth,  Seventh  and  Fourteenth,  Articles  of 
THE  Charge,  relating  to  Presents  ;  7th  June,  1780. 

Unattractiveness  of  the  subject,  2/2 ; — Apology  for  method  of 
presenting  the  evidence,  273 ; — Early  corruption  among  the  Com- 
pany's 8er%'ant8»  274; — Covenants  against  presents,  t6.; — Oath 
taken  by  the  Governors  of  Bengal,  ib. ; — Question  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings having  taken  the  oath,  275 ; — Covenant  entered  into  by 
him,  276 ; — Order  of  Directors  against  presents,  ib. ; — Mr.  Hast- 
ings restrained  from  taking  presents,  psevious  to  the  Act  of 
Parliament,  277 ; — Duty  to  prevent  corruption  in  the  aenrioe,  ib, ; 
Charge  of  bribe  received  through  Nundcomar  from  Munnr 
Begum,  278 ; — Nundcomar's  accusation  of  Mr.  Hastings  through 
Mr.  Francis,  280; — His  mode  of  meeting  the  charge,  ib,; — 
Mr.  Goring  deputed  by  the  Council  to  inquire,  281 ; — His  letter 
criminating  Mr.  Hastings,  282 ; — Implied  admission  of  receipt  of 
money  by  Mr.  Hastings,  283; — Further  report  by  Mr.  Goiing, 
ib. ; — Statement  of  money  received  by  Mr.  Hastings  from  Munny 
Begum,  284; — Not  denied  by  him,  285; — Questions  proposed 
by  Mr.  Hastings  to  be  put  to  the  Begum,  t&.; — Observations  by 
Cfol.  Monson,  28^6 : — ^Answer  of  Munny  Begum  to  the  questions, 
287 ; — Mode  of  making  the  inquiry  by  Mr.  Goring,  ib, ; — 
Mr.  Hastings'  conduct  in  reference  to  the  inquiiTy  2S8; — ^Thc 
receipt  of  the  money  not  denied,  t^. ; — Minute  of  the  mi^cmty  of 
the  Council,  289; — Mr.  Hastings'  minute  in  answer,  291; — 
Refusal  to  reply  to  particular  charges,  292 ; — His  letter  to  the 
Directors,  293; — Impropriety  of  the  appointment  of  Munny 
Begum,  294 ; — Order  of  Directors  relative  to  the  appointment  to 
Monammed  Reza  Khan's  office,  294  ;  —  Yetteram-ud-Dowla 
rejected  by  Mr.  Hastings,  295;  —  His  appointment  of  Munny 
Begum,  296 ; — Disobedience  to  orders  of  Directors,  t^. ; — Ciime 
inferred,  297  : — Aggravations  of  the  offence,  298 ; — Order  of  the 
Directors  to  reduce  the  Nawab's  allowance,  299 ; — Merit  claimed 
by  Mr.  Hastings  for  reductions  in  the  Nawab's  household,  ib, ; — 
His  assertions  disproved,  301; — Mr.  Croft's  accounts,  302; — 
Error  in  them,  303 ; — Account  by  Mr.  Johnson,  304 ; — Contra- 
dictions in  the  accounts,  305 ; — Mr.  Hastings  did  not  reduce  the 
Nawab's  allowance,  306 : — Money  acceptea  in  consid^ntion  of 
forbearance,  ib, ; — Order  of  Directors  requiring  accounts  of  the 
Nawab's  ex))enditure,  307 ; — Admission  of  Mr.  Hastings  that  the 
accounts  had  not  been  kept,  ib, ; — Their  value  in  proving  sums 
received  by  Mr.  Hastings,  309 ;—  Reduction  made  in  the  Nawab's 
household,  310; — ^llie  Nawab's  allowance  not  simultaneously 
reduced,  311 ; — The  difference  expended  in  presents  to  Mr.  Hast- 
ings, 312; — Aggravating  circumstances,  313; — Subsequent  par- 
tiality to  Munny  Begum,  ib. ; — Munny  Begum's  unsuitableness 
for  the  appointment  of  Guardian  to  the  Nawab,  315; — Rejection 
of  Yetteram-ud-Dowla,  315 ; — Claim  of  Baboo  Begum,  316 ;  Pre- 
ference of  Munny  Begum,  ib. ; — Concealment  of  claims  of  Baboo 
Begum  from  the  Directors,  317 ; — Recapitulation,  ib, ; — Evidence 
relating  to  presents  subsequent  to  the  Act  prohibiting  them,  318 ; 
The  Act  so  construed  by  Mr.  Hastings,  319; — The  nagr,  or 
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present  firom  an  inferior,  ib, ; — Encomium  on  Gen.  Qavering, 
Col.  Monaon,  and  Mr.  Francis,  t^. ; — Prohibition  of  nazrs  by  the 
Directors,  320 ; — And  by  the  Act  of  Parliament,  ib, ; — Enumeration 
of  presents  received  by  Mr.  Hastings,  322 ; — ^Taken  corruptly,  323 ; 
— ^Letter  to  the  Directors  acknowledging  present  from  the  Wazir, 
324; — ^Transmitted  through  Major  Scott,  326; — Promises  an 
account,  326; — Distress  of  the  Nawab,  327 ; — Resumption  of  the 
jagirs  to  meet  his  difficulties,  ib, ; — Mr.  Hastings'  offer  of  a  loan 
to  the  Council,  328 ; — Avowal  of  acceptance  of  the  present,  329 ; 
— Reference  by  him  to  another  similar  transaction,  ib, ; — Money 
paid  by  him  to  the  Government  of  Berar,  330 ; — Partly  raised  on 
his  own  credit,  ib, ; — Comparison  of  the  two  statements,  ib. ; — 
Contradictions  in  bis  accounts,  331 ; — Mr.  Larkins'  evidence, 
332; — Bonds  taken  of  the  Company  by  Mr.  Hastings,  333; — 
Delay  in  despatching  letter  relating  to  them,  ib. ; — ^Fear  of  an 
investigation,  334;— Letter  of  the  16th  Dec.  1782,  t*.;— In- 
dorsement of  the  bonds,  335 ; — Mis-statement  of  date  of  indorse- 
ment, 336: — Reasons  for  taking,  the  bonds,  337; — Fraud  in 
teking  bonds  for  money  belonging  to  the  Company,  339 ; — Asser- 
tion that  it  was  in  his  power  to  withhold  the  money  from  the 
Company,  341 ; — Pretenaed  fear  of  exciting  the  jealousy  of  his 
colleagues,  343; — Part  of  the  money  entered  as  a  deposit,  344 ; — 
Dissatisfaction  of  the  Directors,  346; — ^llieir  demand  of  fuller 
explanation,  347; — Letter  of  Mr.  Hastings  from  Cheltenham, 
348 ;— Present  from  Cheyt  Sing,  360 ;— Letter  of  Mr.  Larkins, 
361 ; — Expectation  of  Cheyt  Sing  of  return  for  the  bribe,  362; — 
Plea  of  the  Company's  distress  in  justification  of  taking  presents, 
364 ; — Money  received  from  Nundulul,  ib. ; — Mr.  Larkms'  expla- 
nation, i6.  ;---Concealment  of  the  present  from  Mr.  Anderson, 
366 ; — Kelleram's  present,  ib, ; — A  private  gift  to  Mr.  Hastings, 
.366 ; — Province  of  Behar  let  to  Kelleram,  367 ; — His  unfitness 
for  the  appointment,  368 ; — Receipt  of  the  money  by  Gunga 
Govind  Sing,  ib, ; — Part  of  the  amount  retained  by  him,  369; — 
His  share  of  the  bribe,  360; — Inconsistency  of  Mr.  Hastings' 
accounts,  361 ; — Secrecy  and  mystery,  ib. ; — Mr.  Hastings'  system 
of  fraud,  362; — Concealment  by  falsehood,  364; — Comparison 
with  case  of  Capt.  Donellan,  366 ; — Defence  of  application  of  the 
presents  to  the  service  of  the  Company,  366 ; — Plea  of  distress 
from  salary  not  being  paid,  369. 

CONTINUATIOX  OP  THE  SpEECH  OF  THE  RiGHT  HON.  ChARLES 

James  Fox,  Manager  for  the  House  of  Commons,  in 
Summing  up  the  Evidence  on  the  Sixth,  Seventh 
AND  Fourteenth,  Articles  of  the  Charge,  relating 
to  Presents;  9th  June,  1790. 

Fourteenth  Article  of  the  Charge,  372;— Present  from  the 
Wazir,  ib,; — Mr.  Hastings'  instructions  to  Major  Palmer,  373 ; — 
Rejection  of  the  present,  in  the  first  instance,  373 ; — Subsequent 
acceptance  of  it,  376 ; — Concealment  of  presents  from  his  col- 
leagues, 376  ; — Communication  of  the  Wazir's  offer,  ib, ; — Incon- 
sistency, 377; — Mr.  Hastings'  charge  against  Johnson  of  counter- 
acting intention  of  the  Wazir  to  make  over  the  present  to  the 
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Company,  378 ;— Reference  of  the  owe  to  the  Directors,  382  ;— 
Proofs  of  a  sum  of  ten  lacs  demanded  of  the  Wasir,  ib. ; — Proof 
of  the  donation  of  the  sum  hy  the  Wazir,  386 ; — Mr.  Hastings* 
acquittal  of  Johnson,  387 ; — Subsequent  employment  of  him,  S. ; 
— Aggravating  circumstances,  389;— Suspicious  circumstances, 
390;  —  Want  of  honesty  in  monqr  transactions,  391; — The 
Seventh  Article,  392; — Administration  of  the  revenue,  §6.; — 
Presents  from  renters  of  lands,  ib. ; — ^Appointment  of  amins  to 
inquire  into  value  of  land,  ib, ; — Power  of  corporal  punishment 
given  to  them,  394  ; — Gunga  Govind  Sing,  ii. ; — ^An  agent  for 
receipt  of  bribes,  395; — ^llie  appointment  of  amins  unnecessary, 
f^. ; — Corrupt  motive  in  their  appointment,  396 ; — Disapproval 
of  Directors,  397 ; — Criminality  in  the  suppression  of  the  Provin- 
cial Councils,  35)9; — Usurpation  of  power  in  insUtuting  Com- 
mittee of  Revenue,  400; — Previous  opinion  in  favour  of  Provincial 
Councils,  401 ;  —  His  reasons  for  condemning  them,  403 ; — 
Opposition  from  the  Councils,  405 ; — Detection  of  bribes,  ib. ; — 
Constitution  of  the  Committee  of  Revenue,  406 ; — ^Abolition  of 
superintendent  of  the  khalsa  records,  407;  —  Gunga  Govind 
Sing  diwan  to  the  Committee,  408 ; — Power  given  to  Mr.  Croftcs, 
409 ; — ^The  Committee  a  tool  in  the  hands  of  the  diwan,  410; — 
Minute  of  Mr.  Shore,  ib,;  —  Office  of  naib-kanungo,  412;  — 
Removal  of  checks  on  the  diwan,  ib. ; — Directors'  disapproval  of 
•  Gunga  Go\'ind  Sing,  413; — Power  of  the  diwan,  4M; — His 
irresponsibility,  ib. ; — Enormities  committed  by  Deby  Sing,  415; 
— ^The  result  of  Mr.  Hastings'  system,  416 ; — Inference  of  syste- 
matic bribery,  ib. ; — Removal  of  checks,  417 ; — Means  of  disooveiy 
of  bribes  destroyed,  418;  —  Recapitulation  of  circumstances 
proved,  419; — Mr.  Hastings'  defences,  421 ; — Increase  of  receipts 
through  Committee  of  Revenue,  ib. ; — Duty  of  controlling  col- 
lection of  the  revenue,  423 ; — Conclusion,  ib. 


Speech  of  the  Hon.  Andrew  St.  John»  Manager  fob  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  Opening  the  Fourth  Article 
OF  Cuauge,  relating  to  Corrupt  Contracts  ;  23rd  Mat, 
1791. 

Charge  of  prodigal  and  corrupt  system  of  government,  425 ; — 
Question  of  aiscretion  in  expenditure,  426 ; — ^Code  of  instructions 
from  the  Directors,  427  ; — Article  relating  to  contracts,  i&. ; — 
Contract  granted  to  Mr.  S.  Sullivan,  ib. ; — ^anageinent  of  opium 
by  the  Company,  428; — Contract  granted  to  Mir  Munnir  in 
1/73,  i6. ; — ^liie  contract  advertised  in  1775,  ti.; — Corrupt  system 
commenced  by  Mr.  Hastings  after  Colonel  Monson's  death,  tb,; — 
Grant  of  the  contract  in  1777  to  Mr.  Mackensie,  ib, ; — Disappro- 
bation of  the  Company,  ib. ; — Contract  again  given  to  Mr.  Mac- 
kensie, ib. ; — ('ontract  granted  to  Mr.  S.  Sullivan,  429 ; — Various 
appointments  enjoyed  by  Mr.  Sullivan,  ib. ; — The  contract  granted 
for  four  years,  ib. ; — Inexperience  of  Mr.  Sullivan,  430; — ^Mitiga- 
tion of  penalty  for  non-performance  of  contract,  ib. ; — ^Abolition 
of  office  of  inspector,  ib. ; — Sale  of  the  contract  by  Mr.  SuUivao, 
4-^1  r-i— P-tTr>»ved  v»"^  M^  Yonnflr,  ifi    ^I-^ss  in  the  contncty  *6. ; 
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Smuggling  transaction  with  China,  432 ; — Disobedience  to  orden 
of  Directors,  ib. ; — Monopoly  of  the  opium  trade  recommended 
by  Col.  Watson,  433 ; — Loans  raised  by  the  Company,  ib, ; — Loai 
accruing  from  the  trade,  ib.; — Other  instances  of  comiptios, 
434 ; — Precautions  of  Directors  respecting  contracts  for  bullocki, 
ib. ; — Order  for  advertising  the  contract,  435 ; — Assignment  of 
contract  to  Mr.  Johnson  without  advertisement,  ib. ; — Emenda- 
tions in  the  contract  proposed  by  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  ib. ; — Contrast 
assigned  to  Mr.  Crofts,  436 ; — Repurchase  of  the  contract,  ib. ; — 
Contract  made  for  larger  number  of*  bullocks  than  the  ser- 
vice required,  ib. ; — Increased  rate  of  contract.  437 ; — Neglect 
of  order  to  advertise  the  contract,  ib, ; — Renewal  of  contract  on 
failure  of  notice,  438 ; — Price  pud  for  repurchase  of  the  contract, 
ib. ; — Contract  converted  into  agency  against  orders  of  Directors, 
ib. ; — Corrupt  means  employed  to  secure  the  support  of  Sir  E?re 
Coote,  439;---Salary  to  him  as  Member  of  Council  and  Commanoer- 
in-Chief,  ib. ;  Allowances,  ib. ; — ^'llie  allowances  changed  to  Nawab 
of  Oude,  440 ; — Correspondence  with  the  Nawab,  w. ; — Order  of 
Directors  to  stop  the  allowances,  441;  —  Agency  granted   to 
Mr.  Auriol,  ib. ; — Distress  at  Madras,  and  famine  in  the  Camatic, 
ib. ; — ^Accounts  passed  without  vouchers,  ib. ; — Similar  agency 
held  by  Mr.  Hastings,  442 ; — Censured  by  the  Directors,  tb. ; — 
Application  of  Mr.  Auriol  for  agency  to  supply  provisions,  ac- 
counting upon  honour,  ib. ; — Granted  on  Mr.  Hastings'  recom- 
mendation, ib. ; — Vouchers  not  produced  in  his  account,  443 ; — 
Agency  granted  to  Mr.  Belli  to  supply  stores  to  Fort  William, 
i6.;— Extravagant   commission,  t6. ;~  Disapproval  of  Directors, 
444 ; — Contract  granted   for  five  years,  ib. ; — Losses  from  the 
several  contracts,  ib. ; — Reflections  on  the  ii^ury  to  the  Company, 
445 ; — Corrupt  motives,  ib. 


Speech  of  Sir  James  Ekskine  St.  Clair,  Manager  for  the 
House  op  Commons,  in  Summing-up  the  Evidence  on 
THE  Fourth  Article  of  the  Charge,  relating  to 
Corrupt  Contracts;  30th  May,  1791. 

Nature  of  the  Charge,  447; — Plea  of  necessity,  ib.; — ^The 
necessity  created  hy  Mr.  Hastings'  extravagance,  ib, ; — His  prin- 
ciple of  ingratiating  himself  with  persons  in  power  at  home,  488 ; 
— Reasons  for  the  rejection  hy  the  Commons  of  manv  of  the 
Articles  of  Charge,  ih. ; — Opium  contract  granted  to  Mr.  Sul- 
Uvan,  ib. ; — Order  of  the  Directors,  449 ; — Previous  disobedience 
to  the  order  in  the  contract  given  to  Mr.  Mackensie,  ib. ; — 
Circumstances  of  the  grant  of  tne  contract  to  Mr.  SuUivan,  ib. ; 
Abolition  of  office  of  inspector,  450 ; — Commissions  to  difiPerent 
persons  as  compensation,  ib. ; — Extravagant  terms  of  the  con- 
tract, 4ol ; — ^Total  loss  to  the  Company,  ib. ; — Successive  sales 
of  the  contract,  ib. ; — Period  of  the  loss  mcurred  concurrent  with 
the  exactions  from  Cheyt  Sing,  ib. ; — Motive  for  the  grant  to 
Mr.  Sullivan,  452 ; — Relationship  to  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 

Sny,  ib. ; — Mr.  Hastings*  motives  for  desiring  the  fiiendship  of 
r.  Sullivan,  453  ;^Contract  for  exporting  opium  to  China,  454 ; 
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— ^LoM  on  the  transaction,  ib, ; — ^The  IniUoek  oonlMot  gimnted 
for  three  jrears  in  1777,  456;— -Second  oontmet  In  1779,  ib.;— 
The  first  contract  dissolved  by  Mr.  Hastinf^^  and  offmd  again 
on  new  terms,  ib. ; — Sir  Eyre  Coote's  estimate  of  number  of 
bullocks  required,  f6. ;  —Loss  on  the  new  contract,  457  ; — Date 
of  the  contract,  458 ; — Date  of  subsidy  from  Cheyt  Sing,  ib.; — 
The  subsidy  exceeded  by  the  loss  on  the  contract,  459 ; — Reduc- 
tion of  the  contract  ordered  by  the  Directors,  460 ; — ^Term  for 
notice  of  termination  of  contract  sufiPered  to  elapse,  ib.  i — Purchase 
of  the  reUnquishment  of  the  contract,  ib.; — ^Agency  established,  ib.; 
— ^Total  loss  on  the  bullock  contract,  ib. ; — ^Alk>wance  of  Com- 
mander-in-Chief fixed  in  the  case  of  Gen.  Clavering,  461 ; — 
Increased  allowances  in  favour  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  ib. ; — His  sub- 
sequent support  of  the  bullock  contiact,  462 ;  —The  allowance 
charged  on  the  Wazir,  ib.; — ^The  charge  bevond  the  amount 
allowed  in  the  treatv,  ib.; — Continuance  of  the  charge  after  the 
withdrawal  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote  from  Oude,  463; — ^Authority  for 
making  the  demand  given  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  Mr.  Ooftes,  ib. ; — 
Mr.  Croftes  in  the  confidence  of  Mr.  Hastings  and  Sir  Eyre 
Coote,  464; — Secret  advantages  to  Mr.  Hastings  from  the 
allowances,  ib.; — Amount  received  by  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  465; — 
Corruption  of  the  service,  ib. ; — Assertion  of  Mr.  Hastings  that 
he  oraered  the  discontinuance  of  the  allowances,  466;— Corrupt 
agencies,  467 ; — Mr.  Auriol's  offer  to  supply  provisions  on  the 
contract  rejected,  ib.; — His  appointment  as  agent,  ib,; — Com- 
plaint of  the  price  of  the  rice  suppUed  to  Bombay,  ib. ; — Extra- 
vagant commission  allowed  to  Mr.  Auriol,  ib.; — Loss  to  the 
Company,  468; — ^The  agent  to  account  upon  honour,  469; — 
Reduction  of  the  agency  ordered  by  the  Du^ectors,  470 ; — Offer 
of  Mr.  Auriol  to  execute  the  agency  gratuitously,  ib. ; — Charge 
of  interest  on  advances,  ib.; — Condition  of  accounting  upon 
honour  annexed  to  the  offer  of  acting  gratuitously,  471 ; — For- 
mation of  the  dep6t  of  provisions  in  Fort  William,  472 ; — Judged 
unnecessary  by  Gen.  Clavering,  ib. ; — Appointment  of  agent  for 
the  depot,  ib. ; — ^Terms  of  allovmnoe  referred  to  three  mer- 
chants, ib. ; — ^Their  recommendation  of  20  per  cemt.  commis- 
sion, 473 ; — Thirty  j)er  cent,  recommended  by  Mr.  Hastings,  ib. ; 
— Minutes  in  Council  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Hastings,  tb.; — Pro- 
posal of  Mr.  Hastings  that  ms  private  secretary,  Mr.  Belli,  should 
keep  the  accounts,  474  ; — Proauction  of  Mr.  Belli*s  accounts,  ib. ; 
—Charge  of  j£^10,000  for  sundries,  ib. ;— Net  profit  to  the  ac- 
countant, ib. ; — Proposal  of  Mr.  Hastings  to  convert  the  agency 
into  a  contract,  475; — Expectation  of  loss  of  his  office,  w.; — 
His  purpose  to  embarrass  his  successor  with  difficulties,  476 ; — 
And  to  reward  his  adherents,  ib. ; — ^These  motives  charged  agamst 
him  at  the  Board,  ib. ; — Mr.  Hastings'  answer,  ib. ; — Mr.  Hast- 
ings* suspicion  that  his  adherents  would  be  persecuted  by  his 
opponents,  477 ; — Recapitulation,  478 ; — False  pretence  of  pubUc 
necessity  to  justify  tyranny,  479; — Omission  of  some  of  the 
Articles  of  the  Charge,  ib, ; — Rumoured  attempt  to  influence  the 
judgment  of  the  Court  by  bribery,  480. 
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Addbbss  of  Wabben  Hastings,  Esq.,  in  his  Defence  upon 

THE     SEVERAL     AbTICLES      OF     THE    ChARGE  ;      2nD    JuNE, 

1791. 

Apology  for  delivciv  of  the  address,  482  ; — Delivered  from 
writing,  ib. ; — Impossibili^  of  presenting  full  defence  to  all  the 
Articles  of  Charge,  483 ; — Influence  of  length  of  proceedings,  484 ; 
— Changes  in  the  members  of  the  Court,  ib. ; — Uncerteinty  of 
his  own  life,  ib, ; — Reflection  on  the  violence  of  the  speeches  of 
the  Managers,  486; — Fuliue  of  the  evidence,  487; — Cause  of 
^e  delay  ui^stly  imputed  to  himself,  ib, ; — Comprehensiveness 
of  the  CJnarges,  d>. ; — Charge  of  the  ruin  of  the  country,  488 ; — 
Violation  of  treaties,  ib. ; — -Testimonials  from  native  prmces,  ib. ; 
— Extortion  and  exaction,  ib. ; — Attempt  to  discredit  the  testi- 
monies in  his  favour,  ib. ; — Squandering  the  revenues,  489 ; — 
Disobedience  to  orders  of  the  Directors,  ib. ; — ^Thanks  to  the 
Directors,  ib. ; — ^Approval  of  Proprietors,  ib. ; — Answer  to  criminal 
points  in  the  charges,  t6. ; — ^Transactions  at  Benares,  490 ; — 
Cheyt  Sing  not  an  independent  prince,   ib. ; — ^The  Company's 
riglrt  to  increase  Chevt  Sing's  tribute,  491 ; — Amount  of  demands 
made  upon  him,   492; — Enforcement  of  the   demands,  ib.; — 
Arrest  of  Cheyt  Sing,  ib  ; — Fine  of  fifty  lacs,  ib. ; — Necessities  of 
the  Company,  493 ; — ^Appointment  of  successor,  and  increase  of 
tribute,  tb.; — Approbation  of  the  Directors,  t^.; — And  of  the 
Ministers  of  Sta^,  494 ; — Disavowal  of  arbitrary  power,  ib. ; — 
Spoliation  of  the   Begum  of  Oude,  ib. ; — Not  responsible  for 
cruelties,  495 ; — Disaffection  of  the  Begum,  ib. ; — ^The  Company's 
guarantee,  ib. ; — Denial  of  the  Begum's  title  to  the  treasures,  496 ; 
Recommendation  of  the  general  resuinption  of  the  jagirs,  497 ; 
— Contradiction  in  the  Articles  of  the  Charge,  498 ; — Equivalent 
in  money  given  for  the  ja^s,  ib. ; — The  Company's  want  of 
money,  ib. ; — Defence  of  motives,  499 ; — Charge  of  presents,  ib. ; 
— Concealed    presents,  ib. ; — Usual  entertainments  given  to   a 
visitor,  ib. ; — Failure  of  attempt  to  prosecute  for  the  transac- 
tion, 500; — Reappointments  as  Governor  General,  ib. ; — Denial 
of  the  charge  of  receiving  presents,  ib. ; — Argument  of  variation 
in  accounts,  ib. ; — Admission  of  mistakes,  501 ; — Indorsement 
of  the  bonds,  ib.; — No  corrupt  service  done  for  the  persons 
making  the  presents,  502; — Disavowal  of  consideration  of  private 
interests,  ib. ; — Violation  of  Act  of  Parliament,  503 ; — Customary 
presents  not  prohibited,  ib. ; — Contracts  and  allowances,  504 ; — 
Opium  contract  given  to  Mr.  SuUivan,  ib. ; — Circumstances  of 
the  grant,  ib.; — Army  cattle  contract,  506; — Reason  for  not 
putting  it  to    auction,    t^. ;  —  Extra    allowances    to   Sir  Eyre 
Coote,  506  ; — Higher  allowance  to  Gen.  Stibbert  while  in  can- 
tonments, 507 ; — ^Importance  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  services,  ib. ; 
Mr.  Auriol's    agency,    ib. ; — Alarming    situation    of   the    Car- 
natic,  ib. — Application  of  the  Madras  Residency,  508  ; — Failure 
of  contracts,   ib. ;— Integrity  of  Mr.  Auriol,  509  ;— Accounting 
upon  honour,  ib.; — Agency  of  Mr.  Belli,  ib. ; — Commission  of  30 
per  cent,  justified,  510; — Asserted  cruelties  of  Deby  Sing,  t^.; — 
Approbation  of  Ministers  and  House  of  Commons,  511 ; — Charge 
of  ruining  the  natives  of  Bengal,  512;— Intention  of  paying  the 
preaentt  received  to  the  Company's  service,  613  ;-^The  Begum's 
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disaffection,  ib. ; — ^The  Company's  difficolties,  ib, ; — Dittiefahj  of 
raising  a  loan  for  a  remittance  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote»  514 ; — DiftMss 
of  Colonel  Muir,  ib, ; — 138  lacs  procured/rom  Oude,  515 ; — ^Asnst- 
ance  from  the  Begiim  to  Cheyt  Sing,  ib, ; — Tettimony  in  his 
favour  by  the  inhabitants  of  India,  517 ; — Implied  approval  of  his 
measures  by  the  Ministers  and  Directors,  518 ; — Hia  aiiooQaaiTe 
appointments,  519  ; — Success  of  his  administration,  ib. ; — Revenue 
establishment  and  courts  of  law,  5:20; — Government  of  Be- 
nares, ib. ; — Defence  of  Oude,  ib, ; — Revenaea  from  opium  and 
salt,  ib, ; — Flourishing  condition  of  the  British  provinoea  in 
India,  521 ; — Successful  negociations  with  native  pnnoea,  16.; — 
Gratitude  of  natives,  ib. ; — ^Address  from  English  reaidents 
in  Calcutta,  522 ; — ^iVctions  incompatible  with  the  offences 
charged,  ib. 

Speech  of  Edward  Law,  £sq.,  Counsel  roB  the  Defendant, 

IN    OrENIXG    THE    DEFENCE     U1*0N    THE    SbYERAI.  AbTICLBB 

OF  THE  Charqk;  14th  February,  1792. 

Pr^udice  against  the  Defendant,  525; — Disadvantages  of  the 
Counsel,  ib.; — Character  of  the  tribunal,  526; — Conduct  of 
Counsel  with  respect  to  objections  to  evidence,  527 ; — Inequality 
between  Managers  and  Counsel,  528 ; — Respect  for  proaecutors, 
528 ; — Insulting  langimge  in  State  prosecutions,  ib, ; — Historical 
sketch  of  Hinaustan,  532 ; — Brahmanioil  era,  ib, ; — ^Mobanune- 
dan  era,  533; — ^Tamerlane,  5.'34;— His  cruelty,  ib,; — Mildness  of 
British  rule,  535; — Reign  of  Akhbar  Khan,  536; — Practice  of 
assassination,  ib. ; — Aurungxebe,  t^. ; — Exerdseof  arbitraiy  power, 
537 ; — Terry's  travels,  ib. ; — Mandelslo,  538 ; — ^Tavemier,  ib. 
Bemier,  53^ ;  — Catrou,  ib. ; — Ogilby,  ib. ; — Montesquieu,  540; 
Jaifier  Khan's  government  of  Bengal,  ib, ; — His  character,  541 
English  settlement,  542 ; — Grant  of  free  trade,  543 ;— ^ucceaaion  of 
emperors,  ib, ; — Invasion  of  Nadir  Shah,  544 ; — Mahratta  empire^ 
545 ; — Defeat  of  Mahrattas  by  the  Mohammedans,  546 ; — Destruc- 
tion of  Suja-ud-Dowla,  ib. ; — ^Attack  on  the  English  settlement  bv 
Sung«ud-Dowla,  547 ; — His  cruelties,  ib. ; — Sucoeaaea  of  Englian 
under  CUve,  ib. ; — Vindication  of  English  conquests,  548 ; — Naftm 
government  preserved,  t^. ; — Treaty  with  Mir  Jaffier,  549 ; — His 
treachery,  t^. ; — Insinuations  of  Mr.  Burke  respecting  sudden  death 
of  Miran,  550; — Prejudices  concerning  English  government  in 
India,  552 ; — Story  of  the  lliree  Seals,  553 ; — Project  for  seising 
the  Shah  Zada,  t^. ; — Vindication  of  Mr.  Haatinffs,  554; — 
Acquittal  of  Col.  CaiUaud,  555  ; — Misgovcmment  by  Afir  Jaffier, 
ib.; — Conveyance  of  the  province  to  Cossim  Ali'lkhan,  ib,;—' 
Alienation  of  Cossim  Ali,  556 ; — Disputes  with  the  English,  557 ; 
— Endeavours  of  Mr.  Hastings  to  arrange  them,  558 ; — Treaty  of 
Monghyr,  ib. ; — Abolition  of  duties  by  Cossim  Ali,  559 ; — Murder 
of  Mr.  Ellis,  ib.; — Abandonment  of  Cossim  Ali's  cause  by 
Mr.  Hastings,  ib. ; — Overthrow  of  Cossim  Ali,  561 ; — Merit  of 
Mr.  Hastings  in  not  receiving  presents  from  Mir  Jaffier,  ib, ; — His 
return  to  England,  562; — Massacre  of  English  by  Coasim  Ali, 
563 ; — Clemency  of  English  towards  Siiga-ud-Dowla,  ib, ; — ^Treaty 
)f  Allahabad,  564 ; — Bulwant  Sing  included,  ib, ; — Confirmed  aa 
,«nf«r  'y^  n^auuTen,  565 ; — Contribution  uaid  by  !»«"»  *o  Sni%*ud- 
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Dowla,  ib, ; — Treaty  a^^ailable  for  his  heirs^  ib, ; — Siga-ud-Dowla 
required  to  reduce  hia  army,  566 ; — Management  of  revenues  of 
Bengal  committed  to  Mohammed  Reza  Khan,  ib, ; — Mr.  Hast- 
ings* government,  66? ; — Restoration  of  revenue,  ib, ; — Prosecu- 
tion of  Mohammed  Reza  Khan,  bv  order  of  Directors,  568 ; — 
Their  instructions  to  employ  Nunucomar,  570 ; — His  character, 
ib. ; — Acquittal  of  Mohammed  Reza  Khan,  572 ; — Mr.  Hastings' 
suspicions  of  Nundcomar,  ib, ; — Ck>mparative  treatment  of  Mo- 
hammed Reza  Khan  and  Cheyt  Sing,  574 ; — ^The  Company  act 
as  their  own  diwan,  ib. ; — Mr.  Hastings*  labours  to  arrange  the 
collections,  ib, ; — His  first  intention  to  move  them  to  Calcutta, 
575; — ^Adoption  of  Provincial  Councils,  and  subsequent  sup- 
pression of  them,  ib. ; — Creation  of  revenue  from  salt  and 
opium,  577* 

Continuation    op    the     Speech    op    Edward    Law,    Esq., 
Counsel  fob  the   Dependant,  in  Opening  the  Defence 

UPON    THE      SEVERAL    ARTICLES    OP     THE     ChARQE  ;      17tH 

February,  1792. 

Comparison  of  early  government  of  India  with  that  of  the 
En^rUsh,  578; — ^Topics  introduced  by  the  Managers  not  in  the 
Articles,  ib, ; — Statements  respecting  Deby  Sinff,  579 ; — Effect  of 
them  on  the  public  mind,  580 ; — History  of  Mr.  Hastings'  govern- 
ment, 581 ; — Financial  measures,  ib. ; — League  of  the  Emperor  with 
the  Mahrattas,  582 ; — Confiscation  of  lands  given  to  him  by  treaty 
of  Allahabad,  582 ; — llie  lands  given  to  Suja-ud-Dowla,  583 ; — 
Assistance  to  8iga-ud-Dowla  towards  protection  of  the  Rohillas 
from  the  Mahrattas,  ib. ; — Payments  received  from  him,  584  ; — 
Additions  to  revenue  by  retrenchments,  585; — Subsidy  from 
Oude,  ib. ; — Obloquy  incurred  by  reduction  of  Nawab  of  Bengal's 
allowance,  586 ; — Charge  of  taking  one  and  a  half  lacs  rupees  from 
the  Nawab  of  Bengal,  587 ; — An  usual  gift  on  occasion  of  a  visit, 
588 ; — Liberal  treatment  of  the  young  Nawab,  589  ; — Success  of 
Mr.  Hastings*  government  prior  to  establishment  of  the  Council 
General,  5!K) ; — Prejudices  of  the  members  of  the  Council,  ib, ; 
Motives  of  Mr.  Hastings  in  retaining  office,  591 ; — Attacks 
against  Mr.  Hastings  by  the  Council,  ib. ; — ^The  RohiUa  war,  592 ; 
Demand  by  the  Council  from  Mr.  Middleton  of  his  correspond- 
ence, 593; — Resistance  by  Mr.  Hastings,  594 ;— Substitution  by 
the  Council  of  Bristow  in  place  of  Middleton,  595 ; — Letter  of 
Mr.  Hastings  to  Directors,  ib,; — Continued  opoosition  from 
minority  of  the  Council,  596; — Death  of  Suja-ud-Dowla,  and 
question  of  succession,  597  ; — Benefits  of  the  treaty  of  Allahabad 
not  allowed  to  his  successor  by  the  Council,  598 ; — ^'ITieir  demand 
of  Benares  from  Asoff-ud-Dowla,  599 ;— Charge  imposed  on  him 
of  his  father's  debts,  ib. ;— Situation  of  Asoff-ud-Dowla,  600 ;  — 
Withdrawal  of  British  troops,  ib, ;— Cession  of  Benares  to  the 
Company,  601  ;— Inducement  of  the  Wazir  to  resign  his  claim  to 
his  father's  treasures,  ib. ;— Guarantee  of  the  treaty  by  Mr.  Hast- 
ings, ib.  ;--Clwm  of  the  Begum  to  the  late  Wazir's  treasure,  602 ; 
—Want  of  legal  title,  ib.  ;--'nie  Wazir's  recommendation  of  his 
family  to  Mr.  Hastings,  603 ;— Debt  to  the  Company  at  Stga-ud- 
Dowla's  death,  605 ;— His  treasure  liable  to  the  debt,  ib, ;— Com- 
VOL.  II.  e 
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musioTi  fSor  asoertainin^  value  of  lands  leased  in  1772,  606  ;— 
Reasons  for  the  inouiry/  607  ;— Gunga  Govind  Sing  a  member  of 
the  Commission,  608 ; — His  previous  dismissal  from  office,  ib.  ;— 
Mr.  Francis'  account,  609 ; — Justification  of  his  conduct,  610 ; — 
Charffc  of  extraordinary  powers  vested  in  the  Commission,  ib, ; — 
The  Mahratta  war,   612; — Treat v  for  cession  of  Salsette  to  the 
British,  f6. ; — Disapproved  by  the  government  of  Bengal,  613; 
— Intrigue  of  the  reshwa  with  the  French,  614 ; — Despatch  by 
Mr.  Hastings  of  troops  to  Bombay,  616 ; — Calamitous  loss  of 
time  by  Col.  Leslie,  ib, ; — French  treaty  with  the  Pcshwa,  61/ ; — 
Surrender  of  British  troops  to  the  Manrattas,  ib. ; — General  God- 
dard,    618; — News    of    war  with   France,  ib,; — Measures   of 
Mr.  Hastings,  t6. ; — Conciliation  of  Mudaji  Bosla,  619 ; — Plan  of 
defence  of  Bengal,  ib, ; — Cheyt  Sing  required  to  maintain  three 
battalions,  620 ; — Qualified  assent  of  Mr.  Francis,  ib, ; — Implied 
approval  of  Directors  and  the  Ministers,  ib, ; — Not  noticed  by  the 
Committee  of  House  of  Commons,  621 ; — ^Tenure  of  Cheyt  Sing, 
622 ; — Military  service  due  from  a  zamindar,  ib, ; — Moderation  of 
the  demand,  (SUS ; — Exigencies  of  the  war,  624  : — Situation  of  the 
Company,  625 ; — Confederacy  against  the  British,  626 ; — Neces- 
sity tor  secret  ser\'ice  fund,  62/  ; — The  Dinagepore  peshcush,  ib. ; 
— ^Sadanund's  present,  628 ; — Employment  of  it,  io. ; — Commu- 
nication to  Directors  of  receipt  of  presents,  630 ; — Invasion  of 
the  Camatic,  ib, ; — Measures  proposed  by  Mr.  Hastings,  631. 

Conclusion  of  the  Speech  of  Edward  Law,  Esq.,  Counsel 
FOB  Mr.  Hastings,  in  Opening  the  Dbfenoe  upon 
THE  Several  Articles  of  the  Charge  ;  218t  Februart, 
1792. 

Irruption  of  Hyder  Ali  into  the  Camatic,  635 ; — Finnness  of 
Mr.  Hastings,  ib, ; — Conduct  of  Mr.  Francis,  636 ; — Danger  to 
the  empire  from  his  pusillanimity,  637; — Appointment  of  Sir 
Eyre  Coote  as  General,  639 ; — His  suggestion  of  demand  of  horse 
from  Cheyt  Sing,  640 ; — Negotiation  with  the  Berar  Ri^a,  ib. ; — 
Sir  Eyre  Coote's  demand  of  increased  allowance,  642 ; — Consent 
of  Mr.    Hastings,  ib.; — Previous  order  of  Directors  redudng 
allowances,  643 ; — llie  Directors  unaware  of  state  of  affiurs,  ib.  ;— 
Vindication  of  Mr  Hastings,  644 ; — Mr.  Hastings'  own  acknow- 
ledgment the  only  evidence  of  presents  received  by  him,  ib, ; — 
Violent  language  of  the  Managers,  645 ; — ^Testimony  of  native 
princes  in   Mr.   Hastings'  fevour,  646; — Mr.  Auriol's  agency, 
o48; — ^Accounting  upon  honour,  ib,; — Apprehended  fiulure  of 
supplies,  649  : — Retirement  of  Mr.  Francis  at  a  period  of  difficult?, 
ib, ; — His  prediction  of  the  down&ll  of  the  empire  in  India,  650; 
— Demana  of  troops  from  Cheyt  Sing,  ib, ; — His  refusal,  651 ; — 
Demand  of  50  lacs,  652 ; — Mr.  Hasting's  visit  to  Oude,  653 ; — 
Delegation  of  power  from  Council,  ib. ; — Visit  to  Benares,  655 ; — 
Success  of  government  of  Ali  Ibraham  Khan,  656 ; — Acceptance 
by  Mr.  Hastings  of  present  from  the  Wazir  657 ; — High  character 
of  Mr.  Larkins,  ib, ; — Communications  of  presents  to  Directors, 
658 ; — Disaffection  of  the  Begums,  659 ; — Attack  of  her  servants 
on   Capt.  Gordon,  661; — ^Troops  sent  to  Cheyt  Sing,  662; — 
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thvj  jagira,  664 ;— Presents  from  Kelleran and  Nundcomar,  665 ; — 
Pretended  cruelties  to  the  Begum's  hadlj,  666; — Evidence  of 
Miyor  GUpin,  667;— Treaty  of  Chunar,  668;— Treaty  with 
Madiyi  Sdndia^  ib.; — War  with  Hydcr  Ali,  669; — Increase  of  the 
debt,  i6. ;— Famine,  670 ;— Mr.  Belli's  agency,  671 ;— The  bul- 
lock contract,  ib.; — Opium  contract,  672; — Contract  to  Mr. 
Sullivan,  6/4 ; — Exportation  of  opium  to  China,  ib, ; — ^Advan- 
tages of  the  Mahratta  peace,  676  ;•— Settlement  of  affairs  of  Oude, 
677; — ^The  Wazir's  resentment  against  Mr.  Bristow,  ib.; — Mr. 
Hastings'  visit  to  Oude,  678; — Successftil  arrangements,  f6. ; — 
Retirement  of  Mr.  Hastings  from  office,  679 ; — Enumeration  of 
suooessfid  acts  of  government,  680; — Gratitude  of  British  inha- 
bitants of  India,  681 ;— Testimonials  from  the  natives,  ib,  ;— 
Creneral  integrity  of  his  government,  682; — Conclusion,  683. 


Spexch  of  ThoiUb  Flumeb,  Esq.,  Counsel  for  Mb.  Hast- 
IK08,  IN  Defence  upon  the  First  Article  of  the 
Chargi,  relating  to  Benares  ;  23rd  Februart,  1792. 

Defenoe  on  the  First  Article  of  Charge,  685; — Prqjudioe  as  to 
the  character  of  Mr.  Hastings,  686 ; — Prepossessions  on  the  side 
of  a  charge  presented  by  the  House  of  Commons,  688 : — Onlj  a 
suspicion  of  criminality  asserted  by  the  Impeachment,  689; — 
Disclaimer  of  want  of  respect  for  the  House  of  Commons,  690 ; 
— Impression  produced  by  the  character  of  the  Managers,  ib, ; — 
Asserted  unammity  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  presenting  the 
charges,  691 ; — ^The  honour  of  the  House  of  Commons  not  in- 
volved in  the  decision  of  the  cause,  692 ; — Mr.  Hastings'  Defence 
at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Commons,  693 ; — ^Not  his  own  compo- 
sition, 694 ; — ^llie  charge  founded  on  erroneous  inferences,  695 ; — 
Prefatory  portion  of  the  Article,  i^. ; — Accusatory  portion,  696 ; — 
Charge  of  ruining  Cheyt  Sing  and  the  province  of  Benares,  tb. ; 
— Journey  to  Benares  to  extort  money,  697 ; — The  origin  of  the 
insurrection  charged  on  Mr.  Hastings,  ib, ; — Events  subsequent  to 
the  flight  of  Cheyt  Sing,  698 ; — Settlement  of  the  province,  ib, ; 
— Statement  of  the  transactions,  699; — Possibility  of  Cheyt 
Sing's  being  responsible  for  the  insurrection,  ib, ; — Charge  of 
deliberate  intention  to  ruin  Cheyt  Sing,  700; — Concurrence  of  the 
Coimcil  in  all  the  measures,  701 ; — Instances  of  previous  dissent, 
70*2; — The  measures  discussed  in  presence  of  Mr.  Francis  and 
Mr.  Wheler,  ib.; — Their  reprobation  of  Cheyt  Sing's  conduct, 
703 ; — ^Their  subsequent  recognition  of  the  demand,  704  ; — ^Their 
concurrence  in  enforcing  the  demand  by  troops,  ib,; — And  to 
impose  a  fine,  f6. ; — Malice  less  imputable  to  Mr.  Hastings  than 
to  Mr.  Francis,  ib, ;— Mr.  Francis'  doubt  of  Cheyt  Sing's  ability 
to  meet  the  demand,  ib, ; — Contrast  with  Mr.  Hastings'  views, 
706 ;— Approval  by  Mr.  Wheler  of  Mr.  Hastings'  conduct  to 
Cheyt  Smg,  ib. ; — Justification  of  the  measures  by  general  ap- 
proval of  them,  707; — Want  of  evidence  of  nialice,  ib,; — 
Concurrence  of  persons  of  difPerent  political  sentiments,  708; — 
Instance  from  the  House  of  Commons,  i^.; — The  question 
of  right  referred  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  the  Directors  and 
Ministers,    709;— Mr.  Hastings   justified    in    presuming    their 
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approval,  71<h — Instance  in  conduct  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  711 ; — Plea  of  press  of  business  in  behalf  of  Ministers, 
71^; — Mr.  Pitt's  approval  of  the  act,  lA. ; — Abettors  of  the 
measures  e<iuallv  cnarffeable  with  malice,  713; — Indulgence 
to  public  men,  Vl4; — Mr.  Hastings*  justified  fraim  malice  by 
a])proval  of  ])ers()ns  of  the  hif^hest  character,  715; — Charge 
of  broach  of  treaty  in  demanding  military  aid,  716; — As- 
sumption that  ('heyt  Sing  wia  entitled  to  exemption,  t'A. ; — 
Subjects  hound  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  empire,  717 ; — 
The  ])nnciple  in  force  in  India,  71^^: — Definition  of  zamindar,  i6.; 
— Terms  of  tenure,  71  J'; — Feudal  services  in  Aliverdy  Khan*s 
time,  7-^* ; — Agreement  with  Buhvant  Sing  and  Oheyt  Sing,  ib. ; 
— Cheyt  Sing  not  an  independent  prince,  ib, ; — His  obligation  as 
a  subject,  ih.; — Treaties  >^-ith  ('hcyt  iSing,  722; — ^Treaties  of  the 
zaniindar  with  the  subahdar  of  Oude,  ih.; — Bulwant  Sing,  i^. ;— 
His  origin,  7-'V: — Purchase  of  title  of  Raja,  724  ; — His  tenure  of 
the  ('omj)any,  7-^> : — Assertion  of  his  attachment  to  the  Com- 
pany ib. ; — Propi)sal  to  make  him  inde]>endent,  7-7; — Insincerity 
of  his  alliance,  ih. ; — Hiihvant  Sing  opposed  to  the  Company  in 
the  battle  of  Buxar,  7-^ ; — His  subsequent  oflFer  to  hold  under 
the  (,'omi)any,  ib.: — Contract  with  him,  ib.  ; — Second  desertion 
of  the  Company  by  Huhi'ant  Sing,  7^  ; — Renewed  submission, 
/';. ; — Reflections  of  the  Company,  7»^; — Character  of  ChejFt 
Sing's  attachment,  ib.; — Kffect  of  the  treaty  with  Suja-ud-DowU, 
7«<-  : — Stipulation  for  the  .security  of  Bulwant  Sing,  ib, ; — Posi- 
tion of  Bulwant  Sing,  7«<'*; — Niotives  for  upholding  Bulwant 
Sing.  7'W  ; — Interference  of  the  Company  to  secure  Benares  to 
Clie\-t  Sing  at  the  death  of  his  father,  iV;. ; — Cheyt  Sing  preferred 
to  the  legitimate  descendant  of  Bulwant  Sing,  7-5 ; — Dissatisfac- 
tion of  the  lirahnians,  ib. ; — Cheyt  Sing's  obligation  to  the  Com- 
jiany,  ib. ; — Intention  of  Suja-ud-Dowla  to  dispossess  him  of  the 
forts.  7«^^^; — Intervention  of    Mr.    Hastings,    ib.; — Cheyt  Sing 


Sing  should  have  independent  authority,  ib, ; — Not  carried  into 
execution.  7«^J^ ; — Terms  of  the  treaty  with  AsofP-ud-Dowla,  ib, : — 
Sovereignty  reserved  to  the  ('ompany,  710; — Misrepresentation  in 
the  Article  of  charge,  ib. ; — Contract  of  the  Company  with  Cheyt 
Sing  in  l77o.  741. 

Continuation  of  tub  SrEEcii  of  Tiiosias  Plumer.  Esq., 
CouxsKL  FOK  Mr.  Hastings,  in  Defence  upon  the 
First  Artioli:  of  the  Charge,  relating  to  Benares; 
29th  FEBRiARy,  1792. 

Article  grounded  rm  <]uestion  of  ri^lit,  712; — Cheyt  Sing 
not  exenij)t  from  militan-  sen-ice,  743;  —  Sovereign  rights 
exercised  over  C'heyt  Sing  by  the  Wazir,  ib. ; — ^The  sovereignty 
conveyed  to  the  *Conij)any,  744; — Object  of  Mr.  Hastings  to 
increase  Cheyt  Sing's  authority,  hut  to  maintain  sovereign 
>ower  over  him,  ib. ; — The  subject  considered  at  several  meet- 
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Manner  of  representing  the  contract  in  the  Article,  747; — 
Difference  between  the  propositions  of  the  1 2th  June  and  the 
contract,  ib, ; — ^The  quotations  in  the  Article  extracted  from  the 
propositions,  749  ; — Actual  words  of  the  propositions,  760 ; — 
Object  in  making  the  rent  payable  at  Patna,  ib,; — Nature  of 


Bishop  of  Durham,  ib. ; — Proposition  respecting  the  cavalry,  753 ; 
— Not  intended  to  preclude  the  right  of  requiring  assistance,  ib, ; 
— ^The  duty  of  assisting  with  the  cavalry  inseparable  from  the 
obligation  to  maintain  them,  ib,; — Omission  in  the  Article  of 
words  of  the  proposition,  7«>4 ; — Discussion  of  the  proposition, 
755 ; — General  understanding  that  the  troops  were  for  the  service 
of  the  Company,  756; — Proposition  that  no  further  demands 
shall  be  laid  upon  him,  ib, ; — Terms  of  the  actual  agreement,  757 ; 
— Instructions  to  Mr.  Fowke,  ib, ; — Notification  of  sovereignty  of 
the  Company,  ib, ; — Proclamation  of  his  authority,  758  ; — A 
fixed  rent,  ib, ; — Resen'e  of  sovereignty  omitted  in  the  Article, 
ib,; — Oath  of  allegiance,  759; — The  sanad,  ib.; — Exemption 
from  liabilities  as  a  subject  not  conveyed  by  the  sanads,  7oO; — 
Recapitulation,  ib, ; — No  grounds  for  inferring  surrender  of  sove- 
reignty, 76 1 ; — Duty  of  co-operation,  ib. ; — No  power  in  the 
Government  to  abdicate  the  sovereignty,  762 ; — Answer  to  objec- 
tion of  incompatibihty  of  undefined  demands,  with  a  fixed  rent, 
ib. ; — Case  of  liabilities  on  an  estate,  763 ; — Rebellious  conduct  of 
Cheyt  Sing,  764  ; — Disaffection  to  the  Company,  765 ; — Duty  of 
Mr.  Hastings  to  enforce  obedience,  ib, ; — Cheyt  Sing's  attempt 
to  throw  off  the  Company's  control,  766; — Conduct  charged 
against  Mr.  Hastings  antecedent  to  his  visit  to  Benares,  ib, ; — 
Imputation  of  design  to  ruin  Cheyt  Sing,  767; — Demand  on 
Cheyt  Sing  to  maintain  sepoys,  ib. ; — Assumption  of  motive  in 
the  charge,  768 ; — Intention  not  regarded  by  the  law,  769 ; — 
Question  of  breach  of  treaty,  ib. ; — Malice  incapable  of  proof,  ib. ; 
— Denial  by  Mr.  Hastings,  770 ; — Improbability  of  the  imputa- 
tion, ib.; — Justification  by  character,  771; — Testimonials,  772  ; 
— Mr.  Hastings'  humanity,  773 ; — Proper  occasion  for  adducing 
evidence  of  character,  t^. ; — Grounds  of  the  imputation  of  maUce, 
775; — Cheyt  Sing*s  misconduct  assumed  to  excite  malice  in 
Mr.  Hastings,  776  ; — Candour  of  Mr.  Hastings  in  acquitting  his 
opponents  of  improper  motives,  777 ; — Effect  on  Cheyt  Sing  of 
the  division  in  (Council,  i6.; — Supposition  of  designed  hostility 
to  Cheyt  Sing,  77^ ; — Mr.  Graham's  doubts  of  Cheyt  Sing's 
fidelity,  ib. ; — ( 'omplaints  made  in  1 780  of  Cheyt  Sing's  miscon- 
duct, 779 ; — Mr.  hustings'  recommendation  to  Mr.  Markham  of 
forbearance  towards  Cheyt  Sing,  ib. ; — Apprehension  of  war,  780 ; 
— Intelhgence  received  from  Mr.  Baldwin,  781 ; — Resolution  of 
the  Council  on  recei|)t  of  the  intelligence,  78."^  ;—Acti\'ity  of 
Mr.  Hastings  in  forming  plans  of  defence,  784  ; — Overtures  to  the 
ima  of  Berar,  ib, ; — Propsal  to  raise  a  force  of  sejwys,  t*. ; — 
Unanimity  of  the  Council  in  recommending  hostilities  against 
France,  786 ;— Liability  of  Mr.  Hastings  to  blame  if  he  had  not 
called  upon  Cheyt  Sing,  787 ;— Necessity  for  ample  funds, J6.  ;— 
Justice  of  calling  upon  Cheyt  Sing  tor  contribution,  788;— 
Motion  of  Mr.  Fnmcis  for  a  loan,  ib. ;— Objection  of  Mr.  Hastings 
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to  a  loan,  790 ; — Estimated  deficiency,  791 ; — Risk  of  blame  in 
nc|i[lecting  the  precautions,  ib. ; — Assertion  that  only  Cheyt  Sing 
was  assessed,  792 ; — No  other  person  in  a  similar  situation,  ib. ; 
— Siiri)lus  revenue,  ib, ; — Personal  wealth  inherited  from  his 
father,  793 ; — Treasure  found  at  Bid^ey  Grur,  i6. ; — Benares,  the 
intef^  part  of  the  empire,  794  ; — Recapitulation,  ib. 

Continuation  of  the  Speech  of  Thoxas  Pluxer,  Esq^ 
Counsel  for  Mr.  Hastings,  in  Defence  upon  the  First 
Article  of  the  Charge,  relating  to  Benares;  1st 
March,  1792. 

Mr.  Hasting'  proposed  demand  on  Cheyt  Sing  not  a  breach  of 
treaty,  797 ; — Chevt  Sing's  supposed  exemption,  w. ; — Imputation 
of  malice  against  Mr.  Hastings,  798 ; — Documents  relating  to  the 
demand,  799; — Mr.  Francis*  acouiescence,  ib.; — Mr.  BarweH's 
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SrKECn  OF  TIIK  RT.  IIOS.  EDMUND  BURKE, 
MANAGER  FOR  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  IN 
OPENING  TIIE  SIXTH  ARTICLE  OF  THE 
CHAUGE,  RELATING  TO  PRESENTS ;  21  Ai»iul, 
17S9. 

Mv  Lords, — An  event,   which  for  a  considerable   time  21  apb^i789. 
had   spread   an  universal  grief   and   consternation  through  DeiaTocca- 
this  kingdom,  and,  in  its  issue,  diffused  as  universal  and  thc*King's 
tmnscondent  a  joy,  has,  in  the  circumstances  both  of  our  i""^«*- 
dejjre.'^eion  and  of  our  exaltation,   produced   a  considerable 
delay,  if  not  a  total  suspension,  of  tlie  most  important  func- 
tions of  government. 

'My  Lords,  we  now  resume  our  office ;  and  we  resume  it 
with  new  and  redoubled  alacrity,  and,  we  trust,  under  not 
less  j)ropitious  omens  than  when  we  left  it  in  this  House  at 
the  end  of  the  preceding  session.     We  come  to  this  duty 
with  a  greater  degree  of  earnestness  and  zeal,  because  we 
are  urged  to  it  by  many  and  very  peculiar  circumstances. 
This  day  we  come  from  a  House  where  the  last  steps  were 
taken  to  prepare  our  way, — and,  I  suppose,  something  has  xjiti„nai 
ha[>pened  similar  in  this, — to  attend  in  the  utmost  solemnity  [,','*Y^**}*'- 
a  great    national  thanksgiving,    in    another  place,   for   tlie  KinK'Mrc- 
restoration  of  the  Sovereign  to  his  Parliament  and  the  Par*  *^^*^^*'^' 
liament  to  its  duties. 

But,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  only  in  the  house  of  prayer  that  iiomago 
we  offer  to  the  First  Cause  the  acceptable  homage  of  our  ■***'^"*^**'^ 
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•ji AIR. i7^u. rational  natmc*.     ^ly  Lords,  in  this  House — at  this  bar — ^in 
iMi.r»i>  IX- this  place — in  every  i»hicc  where  lii.*'  comniands  arc  obeyed 
lijsiUr!  "*     '"•"*  ^^'^>^'^hip  is  pertorined  ;  and,  my  Lord^ ,  I  must  be  bold  to 
say,  and  I  think   I  shall  hardly   be  contradicted   by  your 
Lordships,  or  by  any  persons  versed  in  the  law  which  guides 
us  all,  that   the  iirst  act  of  religion,  and  the  first  homage 
which  we  pay  and  must  pay,  is  an  imitation  of  tho  divine 
j)erfections,  :is  far  as  such  a  nature  can  imitate  such  perfec- 
tions, and  that  by  this  moans  alone  we  can  make  our  homaci^c 
aceeptablo  to  him.     My  Lords,  the  first  great  difitlnguisliing 
attribute  l)y  which  we  are  held  by  the  chain  of  causes  to  the 
Iirst  link  of  all,  is  the  <[uality  of  justice  ;  and  in  this  solemn 
temple  of  representative  justice  we  may  best  give  praise, 
because  we  <'an  lu^st  imitate  those  divine  attributes,  the  re- 
semblance of  which  alone  can  approximate  us  to  their  cause. 
If  ever  there  was  a  cause  in  which  justice  and  mercy  are,  not 
only   combined  and    reconciletl,  but  incori)oratcd,   it  is  in 
this  cause  of  sufUring  nations  which  we  bring  before  your 
Lordships,  now,  unwearied  and  unfatigucd  in  our  persevering 
pursuit,    in    the  sec(»nd  session  of  Parliament.     My  Lords, 
we  think   that  it  is  a  necessary  preliminary — that  it  is  a 
necessary  part-  -that  it  is  a  ni-eessary  attendant  and  concom- 
itant— of   every  public  thanksgiving,  that  we  slumld  give 
thanks  with  om*  virtues,  and  not  merely  with  our  months; 
that,  when  we  are  giving  thanks  ibr  acts  of  mercy,  we  should 
render  omvelves  worthy  of  them  by  doing  acts  of  mercy 
ourselves,     ^ly  LoiiIh,  these  considerations  strongly  urge  us 
at  present,   inde[)endent  of  the  great  considerations  which 
were  our  first  movers  in  this  business,  to  pursue  with  all 
manner  of  zeal  and  perseverance  the  gi'cat  cause  wc  have 
now  in  hand.     And  wc  think  it  necessary  the  more  to  Bay 
something  nixin  this  subject,  becau.^e  we  cannot  but  be  sensi- 
ble that  light,  unstable,  variable,  c:i])ricious,  inconstant,  fasti- 
dious, minds  soon  tire  in  any  pursuit  that  requires  strcngtli, 
steadiness  and  perseverance.     Such  person^,  who   are  but 
few  and  who  certainly  do  not  resemble  your  Lordsliips  nor 
us,  begin  already  to  sny — how  long  is  this  business  to  con- 
tinue ?     Our  answer  is — it  is  to  continue  till  its  ends  are 
obtained. 
Octcnnina-       'Wo  know  that,  by  a  mysterious  dispensation  of  Provi- 
MunnK* rs to ucncc,  uijury  IS  ([Uick  and  rapid  and  justice  slow;  and  we 
pnwiriitioii  i»«y  Way  that  those  who  have  not  patience   and  vigour  of 
Milhviirmir.  mind  ^o  attend  the  tanly  pace  of  justice  counteract  the  order 
of  Prz-^-iloncc,  and  arc  ro-olv^d  that  they  shall  not  be  just 
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at  all.  We  therefore,  instead  of  bending  the  order  of  nature  21  apii.i7». 
to  the  laxity  of  our  characters  and  tempers,  are  rather  to 
confinn  ourselves  by  a  manly  fortitude  and  virtuous  perse- 
verance, to  continue  in  those  forms,  and  to  wrestle  with 
injustice,  until  we  have  shown  that  those  concomitant  virtues 
which  sometimes  wickedness  debauches  into  its  cause,  such 
as  vigour,  energy,  activity,  fortitude  of  spirit,  will  be  called 
back  and  brought  to  their  true  and  natural  service ;  and  that, 
in  the  pursuit  of  that  wickedness — in  the  following  it 
through  all  the  winding  recesses  and  mazes  of  its  artifice — 
we  shall  sliow  as  much  vigour,  as  much  constancy,  as  much 
diligence,  energy  and  perseverance,  as  any  men  can  do  in 
endeavouring  to  elude  the  laws  and  triumph  over  the  justice 
of  their  country.  My  Lords,  I  say  this,  because  it  has  been 
given  out  as  if  we  might  faint  in  this  business.  No ;  we 
follow,  and  trust  we  shall  always  follow,  the  great  emblem 
held  out  to  us  by  ancient  nations,  where  the  person  who  held 
out  a  long  line  of  labours  found  the  reward  of  all  the  eleven 
labours  in  the  twelfth.  Therefore  our  labour  is  our  reward. 
We  go  on — we  persevere — we  pursue  with  vigour  and  dili- 
gence, in  a  manner  suitable  to  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain, 
every  mode  of  corruption,  till  we  have  thoroughly  eradi- 
cated it. 

I  think  it  necessary  to  say  a  word,  too,  upon  another  cir- 
cumstance, of  whicli  there  is  some  complaint,  as   if  some 
injustice  arose  on  our  part  from  vohmtary  delay.     I  have 
stated  incidentally,  first,  the  melancholy,  tlien,  the  joyful, 
occasion  of  our  delay.     I  shall  now  say  a  word  to  a  com- 
plaint which  I  understand  was  formally  made  to  your  Lord- Answer  to 
ships,  soon  after  we  had  announced  our  resolution  to  proceed  ]»iaiii?*i^ 
in  this  great  cause  of  suffering  nations  before  you.     It  has  ^^ts  oftue^ 
been  alleged  that  the  length  of  the  jmrsuit  hath  very  nmch  {^[^jjjfdl"^ 
distressed  the  person  who  is  the  object  of  it ;  that  it  leaned  fenUant. 
\i]H)n  a  fortune  unequal  to  support  it  ;  and  that  30,000/.  had 
l>een  already  spent  in  the  preliminary  preparations  for  the 
defence.     My  Lords,  I  do  admit  that  all  true,  genuine  and 
unadulterated,  justice  considers  the  person  whom  it  ought  to 
punish  with  a  certain  degree  of  tenderness,  and  by  no  means 
oppresses  thoj^e  by  the  process  who  ought  not  to  be  oppressed 
but  by  the  sentence  of  the  court  to  which  they  are  going  to 
be  brought     The  Commons  have  heard  with  some  degree  of 
astonishment  that  30,000/.  hath  been  laid  out  by  Mr.  Hast- 
ings in  this  business.     We,  who  have  some  experience  in 
the  conduct  of  affairs  of  this  nature, — we,  who  profess  not  so 
much  to  proceed  with  regard  to  the  economy  as  the  vigour 
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21  A 141. 17 1».  (if  lliis  prosecution— and  we  arc  jusiificd  by  our  country  in 
so  tloiiij^ — are  much  surprise*!  1(j  liml  [it  so],  upon  a  culhition 
and  coinparisiju  of  the  puhlic  expen^^es  with  those  the  de- 
trnthuit  i?^  supposed  to  have  inrurred.  AVc  are  much  eurprisieil 
to  have  heard  it.  AVe  sujiposc  that  his  solicitors  can  f^vc  a 
j^ood  aeeount  to  him  of  tho.>e  expense?  ;  that  the  thing  is 
true,  and  that  he  has  actually  through  them  incurred  this 
expense.  But  we  have  nothin;^  to  do  with  this :  and  we 
shall  remove  any  de»j;ree  of  uneasiness  from  your  Jjordships' 
minds,  and  from  our  own,  if  v;e  show  you  that,  in  the  charge 
which  wc  shall  bring  before  you  this  day,  one  bribe  only 
received  by  ^Ir.  Hastings — the  smallest  of  his  bribes,  or 
nearly  the  smallest — the  bribe  received  from  Raja  Nob- 
kissin — is  ah)ne  more  than  equal  to  have  paid  all  the 
charges  he  is  stated  to  have  incurred.  And,  if  this  be  the 
ease,  yi»ur  Lord^hips  will  not  be  made  much  uneasy,  in 
a  ease  of  bribery,  to  think  that  you  press  upon  the  sources 
of  p(*culation. 
ih"*roin-**  There  is  another  eireumstanee.  It  has  been  said  that  we 
piiiiiit  tiint    wcjiry  out  the  public  patience  in  this  cause.     The  House  of 

1  111*  lilllillt*  -  * 

imti.iin.  is  ('onimons,  who  do  nut  call  upon  your  Lordships  to  do  any- 
ihrpro-  '*  thiiij;  c)f  whi«"h  they  do  not  set  the  example,  have  but  vcr)' 
cixhIuu's.  Intel V  sat  in  tlu?  Colchester  Committee  within  one  or  two 
days  of  the  number  of  days  that  have  been  spent  in  this 
trial.  Kvery  cause  des<'rves  that  it  Jiould  be  tried  accord- 
ing tt>  its  nature  aud  eireumstanees ;  and,  in  the  case  of  the 
Ci»lehe?ter  Committee,  in  the  trial  of  paltry  ln'iberies — of 
odd  ]iounds,  shillings  and  pence — in  the  corruption  of  a 
returning  olHcer,  who  is  but  a  miller — they  spent  the  same 
number  ot  days  that  we  have  been  inquiring  into  the  ruin 
of  kingdoms  by  the  j)eeulation  and  bribery  of  the  Chief 
Governor  of  the  pn)vini"es  of  Bengal,  Jiehar  and  Orissa,* 
Therefore,  God  forbid  that  we  should  faint  at  thrice  thirty 
days,  if  the  proceedings  should  be  clrawn  into  such  a  length, 
when,  for  a  small  crime,  as  much  time  has  been  spent  as  has 
been  spent  in  this  great  cause  already. 

Having  now  cleared  the  way,  at  the  beginning,  with 
regard  to  the  local  and  teinporar)-  circumstances  of  this  case  ; 
having  shown  your  Lordshij)s,  from  a  comparison  of  causes, 
that  t(X)  much  time  has  not  been  spent  in  this  ;  having  no 
reason  to  think,  from  the  time  that  has  hitherto  been  spent, 
that  time  will  be  unnecessarily  spent  in  future — I  trust  your 


•  The  votes  had  been  even  ;  but  Mr.  Tiemcy  snccessfuUy  resisted  the  re- 
*um  of  his  opponent,  Mr.  Jackson,  on  the  ground  of  acts  of  briber^-.     The 
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Lor(l;?hip.-?  will  think  that  time  ought  neither  to  be  spared  21  Am.  nso 
nor  i^quiindcrcd  in  this  business.     Therefore  we  are  to  pro-  " 

ceed,  Article  by  Article,  as  far  as  tlie  discretion  of  the 
IIcjiiso  of  Commons  shall  think  fit,  fi>r  the  justice  of  the 
case,  to  limit  the  inquiry  or  to  extend  it. 

We  are  now  going  to  bring  before  you  the  sixth  Article  ThesUth 
of  this  charge.     It  is  an  Article  of  charge  of  bribery  and  ;),l'ij.'.![?  ^'' 
corruption  against  Mr.  Hastings.     But  yet  we  must  confess 
that  we  feel  some  little  difficulty  in  Umine.     AVe  here  appear  Tjv*tiiiio. 
in  the  name  aod  character  of  representatives  of  the  Com-  iiSl^in 
inons  of  Great  Britain,  the  re|)resentatives  of  the  inhabitants  Mrfuav 
of  Bengal;  and  yet  we  have  had  lately  come  into  our  hands  ^'"K''- 
such  ample  certificiites — such  full  testimonials — from  every 
|>erson  in  whose  cause  we  complain,  that  wc  shall  appear  to 
be  in  the  strangest  situation  in  the  world — the  situation  of 
persons  complaining  who  are  disavowed  by  the  persons  in 
whose  name  and  character  they  complain.*      That   might 
appear  to  be  a  very  great  difficulty  in  the  beginning  ;  espe- 
cially as  it  is  come  before  us  in  a  flood-tide  of  panegyric. 
There   never    was   anything   so   beautifully    expressed,   no 
encomiums  so  exalted.     No  language  can  paint  the  perfect 
satisfaction,  the  entire  acquiescence,  the  wonderful  admiration, 
expressed  by  all  the  natives  of  Bengal,  of  the  character  of 
the  i)crson  whom  we  have  brought  as  a  criminal  to  your  bar 
upon  their   part.     I  do  admit  that  it  is  a  very   awkward 
circumstance  ;  but  yet,  at  the  same  time,  the  tame  candour 
which  has  induced  the  House  of  Commons  to  bring  before 
you  the  bosom  friends  and  confidants  of  Mr.  Hastings,  as 
their  evidence,  will  not  suffer  them  to  suppress  for  a  moment 
from  your  Lord?hip3  this  universal  voice  of  Bengal  in  an 
attestation  in  Mr.  Hastings'    favour,  and  we  shall  produce  it 
OS  a  part  of  our  evidence. 

Oh,  my  Tjords,  consider  the  situation  of  a  people,  when 
wc  prove  to  you  the  things  that  we  shall  prove,  who  are 
forced  to  mix  their  praises  with  their  groans,  who  are  forced 
to  si^n  witli  liands  which  have  been  in  torture,  which  are 
yet  warm  with  the  thumbscrews  upon  them — to  sign  an 
attestation  in  favour  of  the  person  from  whom  all  their 
sufferings  have  been  derived.  It  will,  I  hope,  give  your 
Lordships  a  full,  conclusive  and  satisfactory,  proof  of  the 

•  In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  I78S,  several  a<l(lrt»sses  from  native  inhabi- 
tants of  British  India  to  the  Court  of  Directors  in  favour  of  Mr.  HuMinjrs 
were  procuR'd  by  his  attorney  in  India,  and  presented  ihrougli  the  Governor 
General.  S>ee  a  letter  of  Ixird  Comwallis  to  the  Directors  respecting  th-sc 
testiiDonials,  printed  in  the  "Correspondence  of  Lord  Cornvallis,"  vol.  i.  p.340. 
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i!i  Aiit.i7vj.  init^i^ry  to  which  thcK;  people  have  been  reduced.  You  will 
8ce  ijcFore  you  wh:it  is  so  well  expressed  by  one  of  our  poets 
as  the  hoiiia«j:e  of  tyrants, — 

**  Mimtli-hoiUMir :  bivntli. 
Which  the  iK)or  heart  would  fain  deny, 
Hut  (lart'8  not  !*' 

^o  'Tif"*^'  ^^^'  Ilastings  has  received  that  homage :  and  which  homage 
i-\h|iimi'  we  mean  to  present  to  yuiir  Lordships  AV^e  mean  to  present 
iK-'iinH-  it  1)eo4iiise  it  will  show  your  Lordships  clearly  that,  when 
limfnUn'tiio  ^^^'  Hji'^tin'^^s  has  ransacked  J>cn*Tal  from  one  end  to  the  other, 
tobUunMiiftiH.  anj  lijis,  ii^Q(\  tl)t»  power  which  he  had,  by  having  a  friend  and 
a  dependant  of  his  in  every  office,  from  one  end  of  that  Go- 
venunent  to  the  other,  he  has  not,  in  the  midst  of  all  the.«e 
panejryricri — these  hi^jh-flown  Eastern  encomiums — got  one 
'•''ij^^irwortu-  wonl  of  refutation  or  one  word  of  evidence  against  any  charge 
whatever  which  we  ])roduce  against  him.  Every  one  knows 
that  [evidence  to  character]  is,  in  the  course  of  criminal  trials, 
tlie  last  thing  that  is  ]»riHluccd.  AVhen  the  evidence  of  alilti — 
when  all  the  arts  of  the  Old  I>ailey  are  exhausted,  at  last  they 
call  to  the  character.  He  is  therefore  gone  in  his  cause  when, 
having  ransackc<l  IJcngal,  he  has  nothing  to  say  for  his  con 
duct,  and  at  l(»ngth  appeals  to  his  character.  I  have  looked 
into  those  little  papers  that  are  given  to  us,  relating  to  the 
proceedings  in  our  criminal  courts.  After  the  evidence  of  a 
murder,  a  for;j;ery  or  robbery,  it  ends  in  his  character,  and 
says, — "  lie  has  an  admirable  character — I  have  known  him 
from  a  boy — he  is  wonderfully  good — he  is  the  best  of  men 
— 1  would  trust  him  with  untold  gold;"  and  iunnediately 
follows — ^-CJuilty!"  '"Death!'  This  is  the  way  in  which., 
in  our  courts,  characti'r  is  goucrally  followed  by  sentence. 
1  do  not  say  that  Air.  Hastings  is  the  first  to  take  this  course 
before  you.  L'ndoubtedly  he  is  justified  by  the  first  court  of 
antiquity  ;  for  Caius  A'erres,  Antonius,  nnd  every  other  man 
who  has  been  famous  for  the  jnllage  and  destructitm  of  i)ro- 
viuces,  never  failed  to  bring  before  their  accusers  the  attesta- 
tions of  the  injured  to  their  chanicter.  Voltaire  savs, 
"  Lcs  bons  mots  sont  toujours  rcdits."  A  similar  occasion 
h:is,  in  this  instance,  jn'oduced  a  similar  conduct,  and  just  the 
character  which  Caius  A'^erres  got  from  other  causes  and  the 
laudationas  which  your  Lordships  know  always  followed,  to 
save  trouble  these  laudaiioncs  we  mean  to  jjrive  vour  Lord- 
ships.  We  mean  to  give  theni,  with  this  strong  presumption, 
that,  in  all  this  panegyric,  there  is  not  one  word  of  defence  to 
a  single  Article  of  charge.  They  are  mere  "  lij)  homage." 
But,  as  V"  ih"»lf.  '^ ^  'ln»»ivr  f'l'oiii  il»n«f»  ^)!>negvrics,  that  ire 
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sent  over  as  evidence  by  Mr.  Hastings,  to  supply  the  total  21  Arn.i7«). 

want  of  it — the  claim  itself  being  an  evidence  of  llic  total 

want  of  it — an  indication  of  the  imi)Ossibility  of  attaining 

it     Mr.  Hastings  has  brought  it  here,  and  I  must  say  we 

arc  under  some  difficulty  about  it.     And  the  difficulty  is  this 

— we  think  we  have  produced  before  your  Lordsliips  proofs 

of  barbarity  and  peculation  by  Mr,  Hastings ;  we  nave  the 

E roofs  of  them  in  specific  provinces,  where  those  proofs  may 
c  met  by  contrary  proofs  and  may  lose  their  weight  by  a 
variety  of  circumstances.  But  in  what  condition  were  we 
in  that  ?  Wliy  we  thought  we  had  got  the  matter  sure  ; 
that  everything  was  settled ;  that  he  could  not  escape  us 
when  he  had  confessed  the  bribes  he  had  taken  from  the 
specific  i>rovinces.  Now  we  have  from  those  specific  provinces 
the  strongest  attestations  that  there  is  not  any  credit  to  be 
[laid  to  his  own  acknowledgments.  In  short,  we  have  the  very 
persons  whose  complaints  we  shall  produce  to  your  Lord- 
Bhfps  concerning  these  crimes  of  Mr.  Hastings ;  we  have  his 
own  confessions ;  and  then — come  back  to  it  again — they  have 
declared  that,  not  only  their  own  complaints  arc  totally 
unfounded^  but  that  Mr.  Hasting  s  confessions  are  not  true 
ami  not  to  be  credited ;  and,  after  we  think  we  have  got  the 
man,  we  have  certificates  to  show  that  his  own  confessions 
arc  not  to  be  trusted.  Tliesc  are  circumstances  which  your 
Lordships  will  consider  in  the  view  of  this  wonderful  body 
of  attestation. 

It  is  a  pleasant  thing  to  see  the  mode  and  character  of  fi*"^"'}?^°f 
elo^iuence  and  addresses  in  different  countries  in  those  that  niais. 
ai"e  given  before  your  Lordships.  You  will  see  the  beauty 
of  cliastc  European  panegyric,  improved  by  degrees  into  high 
oriental,  exaggerated  and  inflated,  metiphor.  You  will  see 
liow  the  language  is  first  written  in  English,  then  translated 
into  Persian,  and  then  retranslated  into  English ;  and  you 
will  see  the  beauty  of  those  styles,  which  will,  in  this  heavy 
investigation,  tend  to  give  a  little  gaiety  and  pleasure  :  there 
18  something  amusing  in  it  And  here  we  bring  before  you 
the  European  and  Asiatic  [incense]  :  you  have  the  perfume 
Hhops  of  the  two  countries.  One  of  the  accusations  which 
we  mean  to  bring  against  him  is  upon  the  ])art  of  the 
zamindar  Radanaut,  of  the  country  of  Dinagepore.  See 
what  he  says  himself : — 

"  A3  it  has  been  learned  by  mc,  the  Mutsiuldics  and  the  rcspect^iblc  -..       j. 
officers  i)f  my  xemindary,  that  the  ministers  of  England  arc  displeased  of  Rwiv 
with  the  late  Governor,  Warren  Hastings,  Ksquii'e,  upon  the  suspicion  luiut. 
that  he  oppressed  us,  took  money  from  us  by  deceit  and  force,  and 
ruined  the  country ;  therefore  we,  upon  the  strength  of  our  religion, 
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'i\  Am.  17^*.'.  mIikIj  >vc  think  il  inrniiilicnt  nn  and  necessary  for  us  i«)  abide  by.  i'ol- 
—  l<minj,'  tbr  rnlis  laid  d<iwn  in  ^iviiijx  rvitltiicc,  dt-rlaiv  the  purtii  iduis  uf 
tbi'  arts  and  drids  nf  Wnrnn  Hii*>!in«;s,  IvMjuirc,  full  of  rircuuisjicftion 
and  cauliou,  civility  anil  justice.  sni:criiir  to  the  cmduct  of  tlic  most 
Icanicd  ;  and  by  roprcK'ntin;;  what  is  fact,  wine  away  the  doubts  t hut 
have  possessed  the  minds  of  the  Ministers  i>f  Enjrlund ;  that  Mr.  ]la«- 
tinj^s  Ks  posscs«'cd  <»f  fidelity  and  c<iiilidencc,  and  yielding  i)rotcetion  to 
us:  that  he  is  clear  of  the  contamination  of  mistrust  and  wron^,  and 
his  mind  is  free  of  eovet(»usncss  or  avarice.  Ihirini?  the  time  of  his 
administration  no  one  saAv  other  conduct  than  that  of  protection  to  the 
husbandman  and  justice.  No  irdud>itunt  ever  ex|)erieneed  ul11ictiiin$. 
no  one  ever  felt  opprossiun  from  him;  our  i'cj)utations  have  always  l»ciii 
guarded  from  attacks  by  his  pnulcnce,  and  our  famili(  s  have  always  been 
protected  bv  his  ju.»«tire  ;  he  never  omitted  the  smallest  instance  (if  kind- 
ness towards  us.  but  healed  the  Miuinds  of  desnair  with  (he  .salve  of 
consolation  by  nutans  of  his  bincvolent  and  kind  behaviour,  never  per- 
mitting one  of  us  to  sink  in  the  ]»it  »f  desp(>ndencc ;  he  supported  every 
one  by  his  goodness,  overset  the  designs  of  evil-minded  men  by  his 
auth«»rity,  tied  the  hand  of  opjiression  with  the  strong  banda^rc  of  justice, 
and  by  these  means  e.xpandeil  the  ]deasing  appearance  of  bapjtiness  and 
joy  over  us." 

itfldannnt         My  Lc)rtls,  hoi'i;  Irj  ;i  naiK'«fviio  thai  wc  bcjjriii  witli,  (lircctlv 

i'rinc'r!4rp.'m  contrurv  ti)   tlu;  usual  uukw.  <>i  other  accusers.      V\  c  be<^n 

■I      1  i'l  "^ 

Mm"lakii'r  by  in'oducing  tlic  iKinc»«^yrio  made  iiixm  the  ik'i>ou  whom  wc 
accu.-^c.  We  are  ohlij^cd  to  .^^how  to  your  I-ordi^hips — nay 
we  shall  give  it  in  evidenee — tltat,  oF  the  very  person  wc 
ac('ii:?c  of  thc^^e  wron<5s«,  wc  produce  to  you,  ab.)n«^  with  the 
charge,  the  panegyric  and  eertilicatc  of  tho.sc  i)er5fons  whom 
wc  suppose  to  have  sulfered  tliem.  \Ve  jiuli'er  our^elvca 
even  to  abandon  our  bi.-t  resource,  which  is  his  own  con- 
fes.sion,  by  sliowing  that  one  of  the  princes  i'roni  whom  he 
took  these  bribes  has  given  a  certificate  of  llie  direct 
contrary. 

All  these  things  will  have  their  weight  up(m  your  Lord- 
.ships' minds ;  and,  when  we  have  put  ourselves  under  this 
disadvantage — what  disadvantage  it  is  your  Ijordshi|KS  will 
judge — at  least  we  shall  stand  acquitted  of  unfairness  iu  this 
l)usincss,  that  we  begin  to  charge  him   with  crimes  directly 
contrary  to  the  paneiiyrics  in  this  paper  contained.     And 
indeed  I  will  say  this  lor  iihn,  that,  if  general  charge  and 
loose  accusation  were  answered  by  loose  and  general  pane- 
gyric,   this  panegyric  would    be   sufficient   to   overset   our 
accusation.     But  we  come  before  your  liordships  in  a  differ- 
ent manner  and  upon  difiercnt  grounds.     I  am  ordered  by  the 
KiihjKi  of     Commons    of    CJrcat   Britain   to   suj)j)ort  the    charge    thai 
Jilai^"— "^  they  have  made  and  persevere  in  making, — against  W'arreii 
from  t ho *^''"  Hastings,  Esq.,  late  Governor  (Jeneral  of  Bengal,  and  now 
llativt•^'.       a  culprit  at  your  bar, — first,   with  having  taken  corriq)tly 
several  bribes,  and  extorted,  by  f^^rcc  or  power  and  colour  of 
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hirf  office,  flevcral  sums  of  money,  from  the  iinhtippy  natives  ji  air.i78o. 
of  IJcngal.     The  next  Article  which  we  nhall  bring  before  ^.n^tjoii 
yuii  is,  that  he  is  not  only  personally  corrupted,  but  that  he  y^VvJiutJ''**^ 
h:is  personally  corrupted  all  the  other  servants, — those  under 
hira  whose  corruptions  he  ought  to  have  controlled,  and  those 
above  him  whose  business  it  was  to  control  his  corruptions. 

We  propose  to  make  good  to  your  Lordships  the  first  of  Uriih.s taken 
these,  by  submitting  to  you  that  i)art  of  those  sums  which  Hfmsrif*^ 
we  charge  were  taken  by  him  with  his  own  hand  and  in  his  }^!JJ,yfu,'/^ 
own  jHjrson,  but  that  much  the  greater  part  have  been  taken 
from  the  natives  by  the  instrumentality  of  his  black  agents, 
banyas,  and  other  dependants,  whose  coniidential  connection 
with    him,    and    whose  agency    ui)on    his   part   in  corrupt 
transactions,  if  his  Counsel  should  be  bold  enough  to  chal- 
lenge us  to  the  proof,  we  shall  fully  prove  before  you. 

The  next  part  and  the  second  branch  of  his  corruption,  corrupt  con- 
namely,  what  is  commonly  called  his  active  corruption — dis-  **^*^^'*' 
tinguishing  the  personal  under  the  name  of  passive — has  been 
shown  by  giving,  under  colour  of  contracts,  a  number  of 
corrupt  and  lucrative  advantnges.  By  a  number  of  un- 
authorised and  unreasonable  grants,  pensions  and  allowances, 
he  corrupted  actively  the  whole  service  of  the  Company. 

And,   lastly,  we  shall  show  that,  by  establishing  an  uni- General  con- 
versal  connivance,  from  one  end  of  the  service  to  the  other,  thVwhore 
he  has  not  only  corrupted  and  contaminated  it  in  all  its  parts,  »<^"^^'- 
but  bound  [every  member  of]  it  in  a  common  league  of  inicjuity, 
to  sup|K)rt  mutually  each  other  against  the  inciuiry  that  should 
detect  and  the  justice  that  should  punish  their  oflences.  These 
two  charges  we  shall  bring  one  after  the  other,  namely,  of 
his  jictive  and  passive  corruption,  lus  strongly  and  clearly 
illustrating  and  a«  powerfully  confirming  each  other. 

The  first  we  shall  bring  is  his  own  passive  corruption.    We 
C(»mmonly  call  it  so.     Bribes  are  so  little  known  in  this 
country  that  we  axn  hardly  get  clear  and  specific  technical 
names  to  distinguish  them ;  but,  in  future,  1  am  afraid  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings  will  improve  our  law  vocabulary. 
The  first  of  these  oifences  Mr.  llastinjTs  stiuids  charf]jed  with  nrn>e« 
here   is, — receiving   bribes  himself  or  through    his  banyas.  throuKii 
Every  one  of  these  is  an  overt  act  of  the  general  charge  of  ^^""y**'- 
bribery;  and  they  are,  every  one  of  them,  sepanitely  taken,  i»artofji 
substantive  crimes.     But,  whatever  the  criminal  nature  of  {;;,';;'J5^,.^^ 
these  sicts  was — and  the  nature  was  very  criminal,  and  the  mpUon. 
consequences  to  the  country  very  dreadful — whatever  there 
was  in  these  criminal  acts  of  Mr.  Hastings,  yet  we  mean  to 
prove  to  your  Lordships  that  they  were  not  single  acts;  that 
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:i  AiiLi7s;i.  they  were  not  acts  coininittcd  ns  opportunity  olFcrcd  eras 
neees/ity  leniptcd  or  uri^cd  upon  the  occsusion,  but  that  they 
are  parts  of  a  t^eneral,  systematic,  phm  of  corruption  for 
a<lvancinf5  his  ibrtune  at  the  expense  of  his  integrity ;  tliat 
lie  has,  ibr  that  i)urposi',  not  only  taken  the  op[X)rtunity  of 
his  power,  l)ut  made  whole  estahlishmcnts — wasted,  i)er- 
verted,  altered  and  created,  complete  revolutions  in  the 
country's  j:;overnnient,  for  tlie  purixjse  of  making  that 
wiiicii  (»u^Hit  to  be  subservient  to  regal  government  subser- 
vient to  corruption  ;  that,  when  he  could  no  longer  cover  these 
fraudulent  proceedings  by  artifice,  he  endeavoured  to  justify 
them  by  principle.  'J'hest*  artifices  we  mean  to  detect — these 
principles  wo  mean  to  attack, — and,  with  your  Lordships' 
aid,  to  d(Mnolish,  destroy  nnd  subvert,  for  ever. 
(-..iittasi.  Mv   Lords,  I  must  say   that  in  this  business,  which  is 

I"„.!!,*,I,7t".,„a  a  matter  of  collusion,  concealment  and  deceit,  your  Lord- 
}!(j;jJ^]'.\^ ''•""*  ships  will  perha[)s  not  find  the  same  degree  of  enter- 
tainment that  you  have  found  in  the  others.  Hitlierto 
you  have  had  before  vou  criuies  of  di«xuitv.  You  have  had 
befnre  you  tlic  ruin  an<l  exjmlsion  of  gi-eat  and  illustrious 
families, — the  breach  of  solemn  public  treaties,- -  the  merci- 
U'ss  pillsi^e  and  total  subversion  of  the  first  houses  in  Asia: 
but  the  crimes  which  are  the  mo>st  striking  to  the  imn^rina- 
tion  are  not  always  the  most  pernicious  in  their  effects.  In 
tlu>e  high  eminent  acts  of  dnmhiecring  tyranny,  their  very 
maiLnitudf^  proves  a  sort  of  corrective  to  their  virulence. 
The  occasions  on  which  they  can  be  exeivised  are  rare  ;  the 
l»crsons  upon  whom  they  can  be  exercised  few ;  the  persons 
who  can  exercise  them,  in  the  nature  of  things,  are  not  many. 
But  these  great  acts  of  superior  overbearing  tyranny  arc 
privileged  crimes.  They  arc  the  unhappy  j>rerogative — they 
are  the  distinguished  and  incommunicable  attributes — of 
iMiiuyrrrniii  superior  wickedness  in  eminent  station.  But,  my  Lords, 
Iri^h^suTi:!"  when  the  vices  of  low,  sordid  and  illil)eral,  minds  infect  that 
high  situation, — when  theft,  bribery  and  pecuhit ion,  attended 
with  fraud,  prevarication,  falsehood,  misrepresentation  and 
I'orgery, — when  all  these  follow  in  one  train — when  thefc 
vices,  which  gender  and  si)awn  in  dirt  and  arc  nursed  in 
dunghills,  come  and  pollute  with  their  slime  that  throne 
which  ought  to  be  a  seat  of  dignity  and  purity — the  evil  is 
much  greater.  It  may  (»[)erate  daily  and  hourly.  It  is  not 
only  imitable  but  improvable;  and  it  will  be  iniit.ited  and 
will  be  improved,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  through  all 
the  gnidi»*M>nf  '»f  a  corrupt  govcrmncnt. 
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'  Lonls,  by  the  vices  of  the  head,  when  once  a  Governor  21  apii.i789. 

ral  receives  bribes  he  gives  a  signal  to  universal  pillage 

.  the  inferior  parts  of  the  service.      The  great  bridles 

hard-inouthe<l  passion  are  removed — thej  are   taken 

—they  are  broken.      Fear  and  shame,  the  great  guards 

tuc  next  to  conscience,  are  gone.     Shame  !  how  can  it 

?      It  will  soon  blush  away  its  awkward  sensibility. 

c^  my  Lords,  cannot  exist  long,  when  they  see  that 

B  which  naturally  bring  disgrace  are  attended  with  all 

iitward  symbols,  characteristics  and  rewards,  of  honour 

)f  virtue.      When  they  see  high  station,  great  rank, 

b1  applause,  vast  wealth,  following  the  commission  of 

ation  and  bribery,  is  it  to  be  believed  that  they  can 

be  ashamed  of  tliat  which  they  see  to  be  the  road  to 

IF? 

to  fear,  let  a  Governor  General  once  take  bribes,  there  Los.s  of 
end  of  all  fear  in  tlie  service.     What  have  they  to  fear?  c^vonior* 
,  ?     Is  it  the  man  whose  example  they  follow  that  is  to  JJjio^™][e» 
them  before  a  tribunal  for  their  punishment  ?     Can  he  i»riiM'8,  to 
any  inquiry?     He  cannot,      lie  that  opens  a  channel  ruption in 
[uiry  under  these  circumstances  opens  a  high  road  ^o*^^**^*^^' 
rn  detection.      Can  he  make  any  laws  to  prevent  it  ? 
;  for  he  can  make  no  laws  to  restrain  that  practice, 
at  the  breach  of  his  own  laws  immediately  in  his  own 
ict.      If  we  once  adniit,    for   a   single   instant,   in  a 
rnor  General  a  principle,  however  defended  upon  any 
BCC  whatever,  to  receive  bribes  in  consequence  of  hi.s 
,  there  is  an  end  of  all  virtue— an  end  of  the  laws,  and 
pe  left  in  the  supreme  justice  of  the  country.      We  arc 
)lc  of  all  these  difficulties ;  wo  have  felt  them ;    and, 
ps,  it  lias  re(}uired  no  small  degree  of  exertion  for  us  to 
10  better  of  these  difficulties  which  are  thrown  in  our 
by  a  Governor  Geneml  accepting  bribes,  and   thereby 
ling  and  protecting  the  whole  service  in  such  iniquitous 
cdings. 

ith  regard  to  this  matter,  we  are  to  state  to  your  Lord-  ^''i''*'*'*^'". 
in  oixler  to  bring  it  fully  .ind  distinctly  before  you,  adlirisH. 
the  nature  of  this  distcnijKir  of  bribery  is  in  the  Indian 
nineiit  We  are  to  state  what  the  laws  and  rules  are 
t  have  been  opposed  to  prevent  it,  and  the  utter  insufli- 
r  of  all  that  have  been  proposed ;  to  st4ite  the  grievance, 
struct  ions  of  the  Company  and  Government,  the  Acts 
rlianicnt,  the  constructions  upon  the  Acts  of  Parliament, 
re  to  state  to  your  Lordships  the  particular  situation 
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ai  \ri{.  17^3.  of  ^fr.  irastin«^r«.  AVc  arc  to  Ptato  tlic  trust  tlic  Company 
had  in  liiin  Tor  the  prevention  ot*  all  those  evils.  And  thou 
\\v  are  U)  pnive  that  every  evil  whicli  the  hiw  intended  to 
prevent,  whicli  there  were  covenants  U^  restrain,  with  cn- 
couratrenient.s  to  smooth  and  make  easy  the  path  of  duty, 
iMr.  llastin<;s  was  invested  with  a  si)ecial,  direct  and  imme- 
diate, trust  tt)  prevent  all  those  grievances.  Wc  arc  to 
prove  to  your  liordships  that  he  is  the  niiiii  who,  in  his  own 
person,  has  collectively  done  more  mischief  than  all  those 
[H'rsoiis  whose  evil  ])ractices  have  produced  all  those  laws, 
thos(»  regulations,  and  ev(»n  his  own  appointment. 
KiiiHivnn  The  first  thing  that  wc  shall  do  is  to  state — and  which  we 
i"i"t'.Vii|HT  shall  prove  in  evidence — that  this  vice  of  bribery  was  the 
ri.miwii.v  s  antient,  radical,  endemical  and  ruinous,  distemper  (»f  the 
ainiirs.  Couii»any's  adairs  in  India,  from  the  time  of  their  establish- 
ment there.  Very  often  there  arc  no  wonls  and  no  dcscrii)- 
tit»n  tlr.it  can  aderpiately  convey  the  state  of  the  thing  like 
the  very  direct  evidence  itself,  becjiiise  everything  else 
mij^ht  be  suspected  of  exaggeration.  You  might  think  what 
was  fact,  and  the  direct  evidence  of  fact,  to  be  nothing  but 
the  colouring  of  the  [»er8t)n  that  explained  it  And  thcre- 
i'ore,  1  think,  that  it  will  be  much  better  to  give  to  your 
[jordshif.s  here  a  direct  state  of  the  Presidency  at  the  time 
when  the  Company  enacted  their  covenants,  which  Mr. 
Hastings  took,  and  when  they  t(K)k  such  measures  to  prevent 
those  very  evils,  from  those  very  person?,  and  in  those  very 
circumstances  in  which  we  charge  Mr.  Hastings  with  having 
couimitted  the  offences  we  now  bring  before  you. 

1  wish  your  Lordships  to  know  that  this  is  a  consultation 
that  we  are  g(»ing  to  read  of  Lord  Clive,  who  wa«  sent  out 
ibr  the  express  pur|)ose  (»f  reforming  the  state  of  the  Com- 
l)any,  to  show  the  magnitude  of  the  pecuniary  corruptions 
that  i)re vailed  in  it. 

Miimtoi.r  ["It  is  from  a  (hie  sense  of  the  rcKonl  we  owe  and  profess  to  your 
herd  I'livi'.  intcTcsts  and  to  our  own  honour  tliat  wc  think  it  indisfHrnsnhly  necessaiy 
to  lay  open  to  your  view  a  series  of  tninsm'tions  too  notoriou.sly  known 
to  he  suppn'ssed,  and  too  aifectin^  to  3"our  int<Te8ts,  to  the  national 
eharaeter,  and  to  the  existenee  of  the  ooinpiiny  in  Henjjal,  to  escape  nn- 
tiotieed  and  uncensured.  Trunsneti(»ns  whieh  seem  to  deuionstmtc  that 
every  spring;  of  this  jrovernnient  was  smeared  with  corruption,  that  prin- 
ri pies  of  rapacity  and  oi)pression  universally  prevailed,  and  tJiat  evcir 
spark  of  sentiment  and  public  s])irit  was  lost  and  extinguished  in  the 
unbounded  lust  of  unmerited  wealth.  To  ilhistnite  these  positions,  wc 
nmst  exhilat  to  your  view  a  most  unpleasin^  variety  of  complaints,  iii- 
fpiiries,  accusations,  and  vindications,  the  particulars  of  which  are 
cntc«'d  in  our  proceedings  and  the  a"n*»"'1W :    assuring  you  that  we 
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lertake  this  task  with  peculiar  reluctance,  from  the  personal  reijrard  21  Apr.  1789. 
entertain  for  some  of  the  ^(entlemen  whose  characters  will  appear  to  MiuiitTof 
dee|>l^'  affected.     At  Fort  St.  (leor^e  we  received  the  first  advices  of  ixird  ciive— 
detuise  of  Meer  Jaffier,  and  of  Shuja  Dowlah's  defeat.     It  was  there  ^^'"^' 
nlj  imagined  that    no  definite  measures  would  he  taken  either  in 
p«rt  to  a  [>eacc,  or  filling  the  vacancy  in  the  Nizamut  before  our 
ival,  as  the  Lapwing  arrived  in  the  month  of  January  with  your 
leral  letter,  and  the  appointment  of  a  committee,  with  express  ]X)wer8 
that  purpose,  for  the  successful  exertion  of  which  the  happiest  occasion 
vofierecl;   however,  a  contrary  resolution  prevailed  in  the  Council, 
e  op]K>rtunity  of  acquiring  immense  fortunes  was  too  inviting  to  be 
(lected,  and  the  temptation  too  jiowerful  to  be  resisted.     A  treaty  was 
itUy  diuwn  up  by  tne  Board,  or  rather  transcrilied,  with  few  unim- 
rtant  additions  from  that  concluded  with  Meer  Jaffier,  and  a  deputa* 
n  consisting  of  Messrs.  Johnstone,  senior,  Middleton  and  Leycester, 
[X>inted  to  raise  the  natural  son  of  the  deceased  Nabob  to  the  subah- 
rry,  in  prejudice  of  the  claim  of  the  grandson  ;   and  for  this  measure 
*fa  reasons  sre  assigned  as  ought  to  have  dictated  a  diametrically 
posite  resolution.     Meeran's  son  was  a  minor,  which  circumstance  alone 
uld  have  naturally  brought  the  whole  administration  into  our  hands 
B  juncture  when  it  bec^e  indispensably  necessary  we  should  realize 
it  shadow  of  power  and  influence  which,  having  no  solid  foundation, 
B  exposed  to  the  danger  of  being  annihilated  by  the  first  stroke  of 
rerse  fortune.      But  this  inconsistence  was  not  regarded,  nor  was  it 
itcrial  to  the  views  for  ])rccipitating  the  treaty  which  was  pressed  cm 
.'  young  Nabob  at  the  first  inter\'iew  in  so  earnest  and  indelicate  a 
inner  as  highly  disgusted  him,  and  chagrined  his  ministers,  while  not 
angle  ni|)ee  was  stipulated  for  the  Company,  whose  interests  were 
rrificed  that  their  sen'ants  might  revel  in  the  spoils  of  a  treasury  before 
poverished  but  now  totally  exhausted.     This  scene  of  comi])tion  was 
it  disclosed  at  a  visit  the  Nabob  paid  to  Lord  ('live  and  the  gentlemen 
the  committee  a  few  days  after  our  arrival.      He  there  delivered  to  his 
irdshi])  a  letter  filled  with  bitter  complaints  of  the  insults  and  indig- 
;ies  he  had  been  exposed  to,  and  the  embezzlement  of  near  twenty  lacs 
ni|)e<'s  issued  from  his  treasurj'  for  puq>oses  unknown  during  the  late 
gotiations.      So  public  a  complaint  could  not  be  disregarded,  and  it 
on  produced  an  inquiry.      We  referred  the  letter  to  the  Board,  in  ex- 
ctation  of  obtaining  a  satisfactory  account  of  the  appUcation  of  this 
>ney,  and  were  answered  only  by  a  warm  remonstrance  entered  by 
r.  l-rf'vrester  against  that  very  Nabob  in  whose  elevation  he  l)oa8t8  of 
.vinglMren  a  princi|)al  agent.    Mahomet  Reza  Cawn,  the  Naib  Subahdar, 
L8  then  called  u]M)n  to  account  for  this  large  disbursement  from  the 
nsur}',  and  he  so*m  delivered  to  the  committee  the  verj'extraordinarj'nar- 
tive  entered  in  our  proceedings  of  the  (Jth  of  June,  wherein  he  sj>ecifies 
e  several  names  and  sums,  l)y  whom  paid  and  to  whom,  whether  in 
sh,  bills  or  obligations.      So  precise,  so  accurate,  an  account  as  this  of 
oney  for  secret  and  venal  ser\'ices  was  never,  we  believe,  Ijeforc  this 
riod  exliil>ited  to  the  honourable  Court  of  Directors,  at  least,  ne\er 
inched  by  such  undeniable  testimony  and  authentic  documents,  as  by 
iggut  Sect,  who  himself  wa.s  obliged  to  contriliute  largely  to  the  sums 
inanded  ;    by  Moolyram,  who  was  employed  by  Mr.  Johnstone  in  all 
ose  pecuniary  transactions ;   by  the  Naboh  and  Mahomet  Reza  Cawn, 
10  were  tlie  neaviest  sufferers ;    and,  lastly,  by  the  confession  of  the 
nt)<*:iien  themselves,  whose  names  are  specined  m  the  distribution  list. 
Iggut  Seet  expressly  declared  in  his  narrative  that  the  sum  which  he 
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21  A  1*11.17^1^.  a^^rccd  to  ]>av  tlio  (Ie]>iitati(iii,  aTnountiiif,^  to  l:2r),0(K)  rupees,  was  extorted 
AliiiuTTuf  ^*y  iiU'iKut's,  and  siii(»c  the  lIdsc  nf  our  inquiry,  and  the  opinions  we 
i^inl  (*li\<'—  (Irlivorcd  in  the  prucinliii^s  of  tlu'  iMst  .hint%  it  fully  appears  that  the 
tnut.  pnrsciits  fnnii  tin-  Nahob  ami    Muliomed   R*!/.a  Cawn,   excecilin^  the 

iniincnsi'  siim  c)f  17  \'M'^^  wore  not  the  voluntary  offerings  of  Kratitude, 
but  rontril)uti(>ns  IrvitMl  nii  tlip  weukni'sa  of  the  government,  and 
violently  exucti-d  froiii  the  dependant  state  and  timid  (lispositicm  cyf  the 
iiiinistiT.  The  rhar;ri>,  indiTd,  i.s  denied  on  the  one  hanil  as  well  as 
alliniicd  nn  Ihe  other.  Your  honourable  Doard  must  tfierefore  determine 
huw  far  thv  cinuinstamr  of  extortion  may  a^r^ravatc  the  crime  of  dis- 
olicdionre  to  your  positive  onlers,  the  exposing  the  jfovemment,  in  a 
manner,  to  sale,  and  n-reiviuLf  the  infamous  wa^es  of  corruption  from 
opposite  ))artir.s  and  contending  interests.  We  8])cak  with  Inildnes-S 
beeausi'  wc  speak  from  conviction  fminded  n])on  indubitable  facts,  that 
besides  th<'  aliovc  suui.n  specified  in  the  distriliution  ncctnint  to  the 
amount  t>r  i^JS.l'io  poiuids  Ntcrlintr,  tlieiv  was.  hkewise,  to  the  value  of 
several  lacs  of  ru])ecs  procured  from  Xundcomar  and  Roydullub,  each  of 
whom  as])ired  at  and  obtained  a  promise  of  that  very  employment  it  was 
prcdeti'rmined  to  bestow  upon  Muhonied  llcza  C-awn."]  * 

Tills  papei^ cannot  be  disputed  to  bo  a  paper  of  weight  and 
authonticity,  bcoauso  it  i8  sifjncd  by  aj^entleman  now  in  this 
IIiMisc,  who  sitr*  on  one  side  of  the  gentleman  now  at  your 
l>ai-,  as  his  bail.'!'  This  irrlevance,  therefore,  so  authenticated, 
so  threat,  and  deseribetl  in  so  many  circumstsinces,  I  think  it 
will  l)e  siitlicient  f(»r  nie  in  this  part  of  the  business  to  ehow, 
was.  whi-n  i\Ir.  Hastings  was  sent  to  India,  a  prevalent  evil, 
Mr:iust:ii.M.       ^fy  J^ords,  it  js  ncccssary  tliat  I  ehould  sliow  to  you  Bome- 

DV    I  lie  »  '  ar  r' 

r.nijiiaii.v  to  thliiij^  more,  Jurause,  prima  froutCy  this  is  some  e.\cul])ation 
:i'wu"'.'  "  of  Mr.  Hastings;  for  if  he  was  only  a  partaker  in  a  {[general 
mi>eonduet,—  if  it  was  rather  vithnn  loci  ct  vithnn  trmjtom 
than  ritimn  /tonu'/tis, — there  miojht  be  something  said  in  hi? 
exculpation.  But  I  am  next  to  show  your  Lordships  the 
moans  they  t^)ok  for  removing  this  ifrievance,  and  then  to 
sliow  that  .Mr.  Ila^tlni:cs'  i)eeuliar  trust, — the  great  specific 
Impound  of  his  app(»intment — was  a  confidence  that  he  would 
(*radieat(^  this  very  evil,  of  which  we  are  going  to  prove  that 
he  has  l)een  one  of  the  principal  promoters.  And  I  wish 
your  liordsliips  to  advert  to  the  particular  circumfitances  of 
two  persons  wlio  were  bidders  at  this  time,  and  at  this 
au(^tion  of  government,  for  the  continuance  of  the  favours  of 
the  l*re.-idency  at  Calcutta,  namely,  Mohammed  Iless-a  Khnn 
and  l{aja  Kundeomar.  I  wish  your  Lordships  to  recollect 
this  by  and  by,  when  we  shall  bring  before  you  the   very 

*  Sap]ilied  from  the  *'  Minutes  of  the  Kvidence,**  p.  9.^)4. 
t  Mr.  Hastings' sureties  were  Mr.  Sulivan  and  Mr.  Sumner.     The  latter 
frenih'uian  signed  t^""  Mir"*"  qnoti'U  alK>'''\  ip  ^»'''  o»»uacIly  o^  McdiNt  of  the 

'•'•Mil  "1    -.<*  }>|.ni;ro 
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samo  two  persons,  in  a  great  measure  in  the  very  same  trans-  21  apr.i78o. 
action,  in  circumstances  exactly  similar^  or  very  nearly  so, 
in  the  case  of  Mr.  Hastings. 

My  Lords,  our  next  step  in  proof  to  your  Lordslnps  will  ^roh?bitinir 
be  to  show  you  that  the  Company,  in  1768,  had  made  a  taking 
covenant  expressly  forbidding  the  taking  of  presents  of  above  ^'"^"  ' 
400^  value  in  each  present  to  the  Governor  General     I 
take  it  for  granted  that  will  not  be  much  litigated.      'I'hcy 
renewed  and  enforced  that,  with  other  covenants  and  other 
instructions;  and,  at  last,  came  an  Act  of  Parliament,  in  the  A<?tof 
clearest — the  most  definite—  the  most  specific  words  that  all  apTiiS?*^" 
the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature,  intent  upon  the  eradication  p*^**^*"*"*- 
of  this  evil,  could. use,  to  prevent  the  receiving  of  presents. 

My  Lords,  I  think  it  is  necessary  to  state  that  there  has  pioain 
l)een  some  little  difficulty  concerning  this  word   presents.  piiSJntlf 
Bribery  and  extortion  have  been  covered  by  the  name  of  ^^J^*^^ 
presents,  and  the  authority  and  practice  of  the  East  has  been  the  East. 
adduced  as  a  palliation  of  the  crime.     My  Lords,  no  author- 
ity of  the  East  will  be  a  palliation  of  the  breach  of  laws 
enacted  in  the  West ;    and  to  those  laws  of  the  West,  and 
not  the  vicious  customs  of  the  East,  we  insist  upon  making 
Mr.  Hastings  liable.     But  do  not  your  Lordships  see  that 
this  is  a  perfect  mistake — that  there  never  was  any  custom 
of  the  East  for  it?      I  do  not  mean  the  vicious  practices  and 
customs  which  it  is   the  business  of  good  laws  and   good 
customs  to  eradicate. 

There  are  three  species  of  presents  known  in  the  East;  two  Throe 
species  of  the  payments  of  money  known  to  be  legal,  and  the  p^wims. 
other  is  perfectly  illegal  and  has  a  name  exactly  expressing 
it,  in  the  manner  ours  has.      It  is  necessary  that  your  Lord- 
ships should  see  that  Mr.  Hastings  has  made  use  of  a  per- 
version of  the  names  of  authorised  gifts  to  cover  the  most 
abominable   and   prostituted    bribery.      The   first  of  these  P  •^iicush. 
presents  is  known  in  the  country  by  the  name  of  j)eshcush. 
rhi:*  peshcush  is  a  fine  paid  upon  the  grant  of  lands  to  the 
sovereign,   or  whoever  grants    them.      The  second  is   the  Na7r. 
nazr   or   nazra-na,   which  is  a  tribute  of  acknowledgment 
from  an  inferior  to  a  superior.      The  last  is  called  rishwat  uhiiwat. 
in  the  Persian  language ;  that  is  to  say,  a  bribe — a  sum  of 
money  clandestinely  and  corruptly  taken — and  is  as  much 
distinguished  from  the  other  as,  in  the  English  language,  a 
fine  or  acknowledgment  is  distinguished  from  a  bribe. 

To  show  your  Lordships  this,  we  shall  give  in  evidence 
tliat,  whenever  that  peshcush  or  fine  is  paid,  it  is  a  sum  of 
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21  AuMT^v.  inonoy  |iul)lioly  jKiM,  ami  paid  in  proportion  to  the  grant. 
Th(!  .-uin  is  cntoruil  upon  the  very  grant  itself.  We  shall 
pi'Dve  th(;  iKi/r  is  in  the  same  manner  entered,  and  that  nil 
lojjral  fct's  iiro  indorsed  upon  the  hotly  of  the  grant  lor  which 
they  iu'o  takrn ;  an<I  that  they  are,  no  more  In  the  East  than 
in  the  West,  any  kind  of  eolour  or  pretcnec  for  corrupt  acts 
wliicli  are  known  by  the  circumstance  of  their  bcinj?  dan* 
destinely  taken,  acknowledged  and  confessed  to  be  illegal 
and  corrupt. 

Having  stated  that  Mr.  Hastings,  in  some  of  the  evidence 
that  wi»  shiill  produce,  endeavours  to  confound  those  threo 
things,  I  am  only  to  remark  that,  the  first  being  the  pesh- 
Xnhjn-of  rush  and  the  second  the  nazr,  this  nazr  ia  generally  a  verj' 
small  sum  of  monev ;  that  it  sometimes  amounts  to  one  srold 
uuihar ;  tliat  sometimes  it  is  less,  and  that  in  all  the  reconis 
of  tlio  Company  I  have  never  known  it  to  exceed  one  gold 
nuihar,  or  about  thirty-five  shillings — passing  by  the  fifty 
gold  muiiars  whieli  were  given  to  Air.  Utistings  by  Chcyt 
Sing,  and  a  hnndri-d  gold  muhars  which  were  given  to  the 
Mogul  as  a  nazr  by  Mohanuned  Ali,  Nawab  of  Arc:»t. 
Tluy  are  suiall  sums  as  acknowledgments  of  homage  and 
supiM'lcM'ity,  and  the  other  fines  are  paid  for  grants.  They  aro 
both  known  proevedings  of  the  last  degree  of  publicity  ; 
auil,  if  given  as  consideration  for  a  grant,  they  are  indorsed 
ujion  the  very  bo<ly  of  the  grant. 

Thr  Com[)any,  seeing  that  this  nazr,  though  small  in  each 

sum,  might  amount  at  last  to  a  large  tax  upon  the  country — 

f'J';',','.""""  and  it  did  so  in  fact  —thought  proper  to  prohibit  any  sum 

•i.!l"'ii'm. V*^  of  money  to  be  tak(»n,  upon  any  pretext  whatever.     And 

«»«;p' iit^    the  Couipany,  in  the  year   1775,  did  expressly  explode  the 

whole  doctrine  t)f  pebhcush  and  nazr,  and  every  other 
private'  hu'iative  euiolumcnt,  under  whatever  name,  to  be 
taken  by  the  (lovernor  (ieneral;  and  did  expressly  send  out 
an  ordi?r  that  tliat  was  the  construction  of  the  Act,  and  that 
he  was  not  even  to  take  a  nazr.  Thus  we  shall  show  that 
tliat  Art  had  totally  cut  up  the  whole  system  of  bribery  and 
corruption,  and  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  no  sort  of  colour 
whatever  for  taking  the  money  Avhich  we  shall  prove  he  has 
taken.  1  know  that  positive  prohibitions — that  Acts  of 
ParliannMit — that  covenants — are  things  of  very  little  validity 
indeed,  as  long  as  all  the  means  of  corruption  arc  left  in 
l)ower,  and  all  the  temptations  to  corrupt  profit  are  left  in 
lalv'-jf!*^  ••'' poverty.  I  should  really  think  that  the  Company  deserve 
ii..iiitiii..nt!i  to  be  ill  served,  if  thev  h^l  not  given  su^H  appointments  to 
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great  tioists  as  might  secure  those  trusts  from  the  temptation  21  aiii.i789. 
of  unlawful  emolument,  by  the  great  security  that  is  pro-  f^r  hj^j 
vided  in  all  cases — to  give  a  lawful  gratification  to  the  iiatunJ  trusts. 
}>assion8  of  men.     Matrimony  is  to  be  used  as  a  true  remedy 
ngainst  luxury  and  a  vicious  course  of  profligate  manners. 
Fair  and  lawful  emoluments  and  just  profits  of  office  are 
opposed  to  the  unlawful  means  which  may  be  made  use 
of  to  supply  them.     For,  in  truth,  I  am  ready  to  agree  that, 
for  any  man  to  expect  a  series  of  sacrifices  without  a  return 
in  blessing — to  expect  labours  without  a  prospect  of  rewaixJ, 
and  fatigues  without   any  means   of  securing   rest — is   an 
unreasonable  demand  in  any  human  creature  from  another. 
Those  who  trust  that  they  shall  find  in  men  uncommon  and 
heroic  virtues   are   themselves   the   very   persons  who   are 
endeavouring  to  find  notliing  that  shall  be  paid  to  them,  but 
the  common  returns  of  the  worst  parts  of  human  infirmity. 
And,  therefore,  I  shall  show  your  Lordships  that  the  Company  Ainpio  pro- 
did  provide  a  large,  ample,  abundant  means  for  supporting  for^thc" 
the  Governor  General;  that  Lord  Clive  did,  in  the  year  0^^^^^ 
1765,  and  the  Council  with  him,  of  which  Mr.  Sumner,  I 
am  glad  and  proud  to  say,  was  one,  fix  such  an  allowance  as 
they  thought  a  sufficient  security  to  the  Governor  General 
against  the  temptations  attendant  upon  his  situation.     And, 
therefore,  after  they  had  fixed  this  sum,  they  say  that, — 

"  Although  by  these  means  the  Governor  will  not  be  able  to  amass  a 
million  or  half  a  million  in  the  8])ace  of  two  or  three  years,  yet  he  will 
aci^uire  a  very  handsome  independency,  and  be  in  that  very  situation 
which  a  man  of  honour  and  true  zeal  for  the  service  would  wish  to 

t>osse8s.  Thus  situated,  he  may  defy  all  opposition  in  Council ;  he  will 
lave  nothinp^  to  ask,  nothing  to  propose,  out  what  he  wishes  for  the 
advanta^^e  of  his  emplovers.  [He  may  defy  the  law,  because  there  can  be 
no  foundation  for  a  bifl  of  discovery ;  and  he  may  defy  the  obloquy  of 
tlic  W(}rld,  because  there  can  be  nothing  censurable  in  his  conduct.  In 
short,  if  stability  can  l)e  insured  to  such  a  government  as  this,  where 
riches  have  ))een  acquired  in  abundance  in  a  small  space  of  time,  by  all 
ways  and  means,  and  by  men  with  or  without  capacities,  it  must  ])c 
clFeeted  by  a  Governor  tlius  restricted."]  * 

— that  is,  a  Governor  restricted  from  every  emolument  but 
that  of  his  salary.     I  must  remark  that  this  salary  and  these 
emoluments  were  not  settled  upon  the  vague  speculations  of  J,^j!i»*"x«V 
men  takiniic  the  measure  of  their  necessities  for  India  from  the  Kv  tiio 
manners  of  England,  but  it  was  fixed  by  the  Council  themselves 
— fixed  in  India — fixed  by  those  who  knew  and  were  in  the 


*  Printed  in  the  <*  Minatcfi  of  the  Evidence,*'  &c.,  p.  957. 
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21  Aiu.i7H^ Bituation  of  the  Governor  General,  and  who  know  what  was 
ncccsiMiry  to  support  liis  dignity  and  to  preserve  hun  from 
the  temptation  of  corruption.  And  they  Iiavc  laid  open  to 
you  such  a  body  of  advantages  arising  from  it  as  would 
lead  any  man,  who  had  any  regard  to  his  honour  or  con- 
science, to  think  himself  happy  in  having  such  a  provision 
made  for  him^  and  at  the  same  time  every  temptation  to  act 
otherwise  removed  far  from  him. 
Anujiiut  of  The  emoluments  of  the  office  may  be  computed  at  near 
I.ri!.I-"m?v'!  30,000/.  a  year,  when  Mr.  Hastings  was  President — 22^000/. 
in  certain  money,  and  the  rest  in  considemblo  advantages 
afterwards.  They  at  that  time,  though  reduced  from  the 
original  plan  which  Lord  Clive  had  proposed,  were  still  so 
great  that  I  cannot  compute  them  at  a  great  deal  less  than 
30,000/.  a  year.  AVIiatever  it  was,  I  have  shown  that  it 
was  thought  suflicient  by  those  who  were  the  best  judges, 
and  who,  in  carving  for  others,  were  carving  themselves  their 
own  allowance  at  tlie  time.  But,  my  Lords,  I  am  to  give  a 
better  opinion  of  the  sufficiency  of  that  provision  to  guard 
against  the  temptation,  out  of  Mr.  Hastings'  own  mouth, 
lie  says,  in  his  letter  to  the  Court  of  Directors, — 

Miuiiti'of         "Althoiij^h  I  (lisclaini  tho  o(  nisi  deration  of  my  own  interest  in  these 

Mr.  ll|v,st-      spcciiliitioiis    [and    Hatter    myself    that   I    proceed   iijMm   more  liberal 

s^Hn'thu?  the  ^r^>imds,  yet  1   am  proud  to  avow  tlic  feclinj^s  of  an  honest  ambition 

MiiiiriiMu-y     tliat  stiiiuilatcs  me  t(»  asi)ire  at  the  possession  of  my  jire-sent  station  for 

-innlvaiuj*.     y^rs  to  e(mic.     Those  who  know  my  natural  tnrii  of  mind  will  not 

aserihe  this   to    sordid   views.     A    verv   few  years'   passcssion   of  the 

government  wouhl    undoulitedly  eniibic   me  to  retire  with   a   fortune 

um])1y  fitted  to  the  measure  of  my  ilesires,  were  I  to  consult  only  my 

ease  :  hut  in  my  pn*sent  situation  1  feel  my  mind  expand  to  something 

frreater ;]   1  have  catched  the  desire  of  applause  in  public  life."* 

Here  Mr.  ITnstings  confesses  that  the  emoluments  aflSxedto 

his  office  were  not  only  sufficient  for  the  purposes  and  ends  of 

[an  office  of  that]  nature,  and  tlie  [support]  of  present  dignity. 

but  that  they  wore  sufficient  to  secure  him  in  a  verj'  few  years 

a  comfortable  retreat.     But  his  object  in  wishing  to  hold  his 

jljiii'jj'^of     office  long  was  to  ^'catcli  applause  in  public  life."     What  an 

in}PihMi>.s   unfortunate  m:ui  is  he  who  has  so  often  told  us,  in  so  many 

inixhis'''*'*   places  and  through  so  many  months,  that,  after  fourteen  years' 

rortiino.       po^jsc.-sion  of  an  office  which  was  to  make  to  him  a  comfortable 

*  Extract  from  letter  of  Mr.  Hastings  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  dated 
llth  November  1773.  This  letter  was  not  allowed  by  the  Court  to  bo  pro- 
duced in  evidence  by  the  Managers,  as  they  were  not  in  possession  of  the 
original.  It  is,  however,  printed  at  length  in  the  Fifth  Kcport  from  the 
p-\Tpwi'*»'M>  n^'^'^'^v,  Ano*'»*'»T^  No.  5 
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fortune  in  a  few  years,  he  is  at  length  bankrupt  in  fortune ;  2i  apb.  i7m. 

and,  for  liis  applause  in  public  life,  is  now  at  your  Lordships' 

bar,  and  his  accuser  is  his  coimtry  !     This,  my  Lords,  is  to 

be  unfortunate :  but  there  are  some  misfortunes  that  never 

do   or   never  can   arrive  but  through  crimes.     He  was   a  Hib  dei*r- 

descrter  from  the  path  of  honour.     At  the  turning  of  the  thrpShlf 

two  ways,  he  made  a  glorious  choice.     He  caught  at  the  ^»<>»o"»'- 

applause   of   ambition,    which    as  I  am   ready   to   consent 

18  not  virtue,  yet  surely  a  generous  ambition  for  applause 

for  public  services  in  life  is  one  of  the  best  counterfeits  of 

virtue,  and  supplies  its  place  in  some  degree,  and  adds  a 

lustre  to  real  virtue  where  it  exists  as  a  substratum.    Human 

nature,  while  it  is  made  as  it  is,  never  can  wholly  repudiate 

it  for  its  imperfection,  because  there  is  something  yet  more 

perfect.     But  what  shall  we   say  to   the  deserter  of  that 

cause,  who,  having  glory  and  honour  before  him,  has  chosen 

to  plunge  himself  and   go  the   downward   road   to   sordid 

riches? 

My  Lords,  I  have  shown  the  grievances  that  existed.  I 
have  shown  the  means  that  existed  to  put  Mr.  Hastings 
beyond  a  temptation  to  those  practices  of  which  we  accuse 
him: — if  he  will  not  follow  his  example  in  the  House  of 
Commons  and  disavow  this,  as  he  has  done  his  Defence 
before  them,  and  say  he  never  wrote  it.  That  situation 
which  was  to  afford  him  a  comfortable  fortune  in  a  few 
years  he  has  held  for  many  years,  and,  therefore,  he  has  not 
one  excuse  to  make  for  himself.  But  I  shall  show  your 
Lordships  much  greater  and  stronger  proofs,  that  will  lean 
heavy  upon  him  in  the  day  of  your  sentence.  The  first,  the 
peculiar,  trust  that  was  put  in  him  was,  to  redress  all  those 
grievances. 

My  Lords,  I  have  stated  to  you  the  condition  of  India  Growth  of 

i^/»-'  AT  Z\     1^     ±\.  j^\     J.  corruption 

m  1  /  00.      1  on  may  suppose   that   the   means   that   were  in  the 
taken — the  regulations  that  were  made  by  the  Company —  ^^  *^*^' 
at  that  period  of  time,  had  operated  their  effect,  and  that,  by 
the  begmning  of  the  year  1772,  when  Mr.  Hastings  came  first 
to  his  government,  at  that  time  these  evils  did  not  require  per- 
haps so  rigorous  an  example  or  so  much  diligence  in  putting 
an  end  to  them.     But*  my  Lords,  I  have  to  show  you  a  very 
melancholy  truth — that,  notwithstanding  all   these  means, 
the  Company  was  of  opinion  that  all  these  disorders  had  ^^^Jj^j^^^ 
increased ;  and,  accordingly,  they  say,  without  entering  into  ^^%*^. 
all  the  grievous  circumstances  of  this  letter,  which  was  ingH  to  cor- 
written  on  the  7th  April,  1773,—  "^^  •''"^ 

B  2 
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21  ArR-iT-^o.  "  We  wish  we  coiiM  rt-futc  the  c»l>sorvation — ^that  abnost  e^-ery  attempt 
iimdo  hv  us  and  our  udiiiiniHtrution  at  your  Presidency  for  refoniiinjiT 
aliuses  has  mthcr  tucrcased  them,  and  added  to  the  miseries  uf  a 
countn'  we  are  anxious  to  protect  and  cherish.' 

They  say  that — 

"  When  oppression  pen'ades  the  whole  countrj',  when  youths  have  heen 
sulTcretl  with  impiuiity  to  exorcise  sovereign  jurisdiction  over  the  natives, 
[and  to  acquire  rapid  fortunes  liy  monopoHzing  of  commerce,  it  cannot 
oe  a  wonder  U>  us  or  yourselves  that  Dadney  merchants  do  not  come 
forward  to  contiacrt  with  tlic  Company,  that  tlic  manufactures  find  their 
way  through  foreign  channels,  or  that  our  investments  arc  at  once 
enormously  dear  and  of  a  debased  quality.  It  is  evident,  then,  that  the 
vv\U  which  have  been  ro  destru(*tive  to  us  lie  too  deep  for  any  ]iartial 
plans  to  reach  or  correct ;  it  is,  therefore,  our  resolution  to  aim  at  the 
root  of  those  evils,  and  we  are  happy  in  having  reason  to  Wlieve  that  in 
every  just  antl  ncccssan'  regulation  we  shall  meet  with  the  approbation 
and'su])port  of  the  legislature,  who  consider  the  pubHc  as  materially 
interested  in  the  ('omj)any'8  ]>msperity.*']* 

This  is  to  .show  your  Lorcl.«<hip8  that  Mr.  ITaBtings  was 
armed  with  great  powers  to  correet  great  abused,  and  that 
tJicre  was  repo.^ed  in  Iiim  a  special  trust  for  that  purpoec. 
AikI  now  I  ?hall  show,  hy  the  Soth  i)aragniph  of  tne  wune 
letter,  that  it  w:w  fVtmi  some  particular  hope  they  had  in 
Mr.  Hastings  tliat  they  intrusted  him  with  this  very  great 
power,  not  only  of  abstaining  himself,  which  is  a  thing  taken 
for  granted,  but  of  restraining  abuses  through  every  jwirt  of 
tlie  service.     And  therefore  they  say  that, — 

"In  order  to  effectuate  this  great  end,  the  first  step  must  be  to 
ri'store  ])crfei*t  obedience  [and  due  sidiordi nation  to  your  administration. 
Our  (lovcrnor  and  Council  must  reassume  and  exercise  their  delegrated 
powers  upon  every  just  occasion,  punish  delinquents,  cherish  the  meri- 
torious, discountenance  that  luxury  and  dissipation  which  to  the  reproorh 
of  (iovernmcnt  i)revailed  in  Bengal.  Our  President,  Mr  Hastings,  we 
trust,  will  set  the  example  of  temperance,  economy  and  application,  and 
upon  this  we  are  sensible  nnich  will  depend.  And  here  we  take  occasion 
to  indulge  the  pleasure  we  have  in  acknowledging  Mr.  Hastings*  ser^'iccs 
upon  the  coast  of  Coromandel.  in  constructing  with  equal  labour  and 
ability  the  j)lan  which  has  so  much  improved  our  investments  there ; 
and,  as  we  are  persuaded  he  will  persevere  in  the  same  laudable  pursuit 
through  every  branch  of  our  aifairs  in  Bengul,  he  in  return  may  depend] 
on  the  steady  support  and  favour  of  his  cmidoyers.'* 

Trust  ro-  Ilerc  are,  not  only  laws    to    restrain  abuse — here  are, 

him  by  the    not  Only  Salaries    to    prevent    the   temptation    to  it, — ^but 

oini«iiy.     j^^^^  ^^^  praises  to  animate  and  encourage.     Here  is  what 

very  few  men,  even  bad  in  other  respects,  have  resisted. 
Here  is  a  great  trust  put  in  him,  to  call  upon  him  with 
particular  vigour  and  exertion  to  prevent  all  abuses  through 
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the  settlement,  and  particularly  these  abuses  of  corruption.  21  Apr^i7». 
Much  trust  is  put  in  his  frugality — his  order — his  manage- 
ment of  his  private  affairs;  and  from  them  they  hope  that 
he  would  not  ruin  his  own  fortune  but  improve  it  by 
hpnoumble  means^  and  teach  the  Company's  servants  the 
same  order  and  management^  in  order  to  free  them  from 
temptation  to  rapacity  in  their  own  particular  situations. 

There  have  been  known  to  be  men,  otherwise  corrupt  and 
vicious,  who,  when  great  trust  was  put  in  them,  have  called 
forth  principles  of  honour  latent  in  their  minds;  and  men 
who  were  nursed  in  a  manner  in  corruption  have  been,  not 
only  great  reformers  by  institution,  but  greater  reformers 
by  the  example  of  their  own  conduct.  Here  then  is  Mr. 
Hastings.  Great  trust  is  reposed  in  him.  Then  I  am  to 
show  that,  soon  after  his  commg  to  that  government,  there 
were  means  given  him  instantlv  of  realising  those  hopes  and 
expectations,  by  putting  into  his  hands  several  arduous  and 
several  difficult  commissions. 

My  Lords,  in  the  year  1772,  the  Company  had  received  Disorders  iu 
alarming  advices  of  many  disorders  throughout  the  country.  *„  thoy«i7 
There  were  likewise,  at  the  same  time,  circumsUmces  in  ^772. 
the  sUite  of  the  government  upon  which  they  thought  it 
necessary  to  make  new  regulations.  The  famine  at  Bengal 
had  produced  a  great  many  complaints — some  true,  some 
exaggerated,  but  universally  spread,  as  I  believe  is  in  the 
memory  of  those  who  are  not  very  young  among  us — of  the 
famine  that  prevailed  and  wasted  Bengal,  and  of  the  ill  use 
that  was  made  of  that  circumstance  to  aggravate  the  dis- 
tress for  the  advantage  of  individuals.  This  obliged  the 
Company  to  a  very  serious  consideration  of  an  affair  which 
dishonoured  and  disgraced  their  government,  not  only  at 
home  but  through  all  the  countries  in  Europe,  much  more 
than  perhaps  even  more  grievous  and  real  oppressions  that 
were  exercised  under  them.  It  had  been  marked,  and  had 
alanned  their  feelings  and  called  the  attention  of  the  public 
upon  them  in  an  eminent  manner.  Your  Lordships  I'e- Minority  of 
member  the  death  of  Jaffier  Ali  Khan,  the  first  of  those  J;f  j^^ZJ** 
subahdars  who  introduced  the  English  power  into  Bengal 
He  died  about  four  or  five  years  before  this  period.  He  was 
succeeded  by  two  of  his  sons,  who  succeeded  to  one  another 
in  a  very  rapid  succession.  The  first  was  the  person  whom 
we  have  read  an  account  to  you  of.  He  was  the  natural 
son  of  the  Nawab  by  a  person  called  Munny  Begum,  who, 
for  those  corrupt  gifts,  the  circumstances  of  which  we  have 


1-i  Opening  of  the  Sixth  Charge-^P resents : 


21  Ai'R.i7S9.  of^rcod  to  ])ay  the  deputation,  amoiintinpr  to  12.5,000  rupees,  was  extorted 
Miiiiit7of  ^^y  ""•"iM*^''*»  *^"^^  since  tlic  close  of  our  inquiry,  and  the  opinions  we 
j^inU'iivi—  ddivcrfd  in  the  procoedinf^s  of  tin*  lilst  June,  it  fully  appears  that  the 
(uut.  ])resrnt.s  from  the  Nabob  und    Mahomed   Reza   C'aH'n,   cxceedinK  the 

iiiiinense  <ium  of  17  lues,  were  not  the  volimtary  offi'iin^s  of  g^titudr, 
but  contributions  levied  on  the  weakness  of  the  f^overnment,  and 
violently  exacted  from  the  dependant  state  and  timid  disprisition  of  the 
ininister.  The  char;(e,  inileed,  is  denied  on  tlie  one  hand  as  well  as 
iillirmed  on  the  other.  Your  honourable  Board  must  tfiereforc  determine 
hou'  fur  the  circumstance  of  extortion  may  ag^n^vatc  the  crime  of  dis- 
(»bcdience  to  y«iur  jxisitive  onlers,  the  exposinf(  the  j^ovemment,  in  a 
manner,  to  sale,  and  i-eceivin^  the  infamous  wa^es  of  corruption  from 
o])poHite  piirties  unti  contending  interests.  AVe  s|>eak  witli  boldness 
because  we  R])euk  from  conviction  founded  upon  indubitable  farts,  t^ 
besides  the  above  suuim  specified  in  the  distributitm  account  t<i  the 
amount  of  :22S,r25  pounds  sterling,  there  was,  likewise,  to  the  value  of 
sevend  lacs  of  ruiN*es  procured  from  Xundeomar  and  Roydulhib,  each  of 
whom  aspin^d  at  and  obtained  a  ])romihe  of  that  very  employment  it  was 
jn-edetermined  to  bestow  ujion  Mahomed  lleza  Cawn."]  * 

This  papei^ cannot  be  disputed  to  be  a  paper  of  weight  and 
autbcnticity,  because  it  ia  signed  by  a  (gentleman  now  in  this 
House,  who  sits  on  one  side  of  the  gentleman  now  at  your 
]5ar,  iu*  his  bail.t  Tliis  grievance,  therefore,  so  authenticated, 
po  great,  and  described  in  so  many  circumstances,  I  think  it 
will  l)e  sufficient  feu*  me  in  this  part  of  the  business  to  ehovr, 
was,  when  lMi\  Hastings  was  sent  to  India,  a  prevalent  evil. 
wvUio^"^'"  ^h'  I^^i'^^'**  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  show  to  you  some- 
Cuui].;ui.v  to  thing  more,  Jiecause,  prima  fronte,  this  is  some  cxcu]|mtion 
aimsl.'  '*  of  Mr.  Hastings;  for  if  he  was  only  a  partaker  in  a  general 
misconduct, — if  it  was  rather  vititnn  loci  vt  vitium  trmporii 
than  vitinvi  hominis, — there  might  be  something  said  in  hii* 
exculpation.  But  I  am  next  to  show  your  Lordships  the 
means  they  took  for  removing  this  grievance,  and  then  to 
sliow  that  jMr.  Hastings'  peculiar  trust, — the  great  specific 
ground  of  his  -.ippoiritment — was  a  confidence  tliat  he  would 
eradicate  this  very  evil,  of  which  we  aie  going  to  prove  that 
he  has  been  one  of  the  principal  promoters.  And  I  wish 
y»)ur  Lordships  to  advert  to  the  particular  circumstances  of 
two  persons  who  were  bidders  at  this  time,  and  at  this 
auction  of  government,  for  the  continuance  of  the  favours  of 
the  Presidency  at  Calcutta,  namely,  Mohammed  Reza  Khan 
and  Ifaja  Nundcomar.  I  wish  your  Lordshi2)s  to  recollect 
this  by  and  by,  when  we  shall  bring  before  you  the   very 

*  SupplitMl  from  the  "  Minutes  of  the  Kvideuce,**  p.  9.'i4. 
t  Ml*.  Hustin{(8*  surest i<*.s  wore  Mr.  Sulivan  and  Mr.  Sumner.     Tlie  latter 
^entleuian  signnl  t'<e  MiD"te  auoti'd  alK»vo  i^  }\W  ofii\no\*y  /»f  AlembcT  of  the 
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31  AuMTv.i.  nir)iu»y  piibUcly  pa'ul,  ami  paid  in  proportion  to  the  grant. 
Tl»('  SI  1 11 1  JH  entered  upon  the  very  grant  itself.  \N'e  sliall 
prove  the  nazr  is  in  tlie  same  manner  entered,  and  that  nil 
lei^al  fri's  are  indorsed  upon  tlie  body  of  the  grant  for  which 
iliL'y  are  taken ;  and  that  they  are,  no  more  in  the  East  than 
in  the  West,  any  kind  of  colour  or  pretence  for  corrupt  act«, 
whirh  are  known  hy  the  eircumstance  of  their  being  clan* 
dcstiiiely  taken,  acknowledged  and  confessed  to  be  illegal 
and  corrupt. 

Having  ptated  tliat  ^Ir.  Hastings,  in  some  of  the  evidence 
that  wo  shall  produce,  endeavours  to  confound  these  three 
things,  I  am  only  to  remark  that,  the  first  being  the  pesh- 
Xahinof  rush  aud  the  second  the  nazr,  this  nazr  is  generally  a  verj' 
small  Slim  of  money ;  that  it  sometimes  amounts  to  one  gold 
miihar ;  that  sometimes  it  is  less,  and  that  in  all  the  reconls 
of  the  (-ompaiiy  I  have  never  known  it  to  exceed  one  gold 
muhar,  or  about  thirty-five  shillings — passing  by  the  fifty 
gold  muhars  whioli  wore  given  to  Mr.  Hastings  by  Cheyt 
Sing,  and  a  hundrod  gold  muhars  which  were  given  to  the 
Mogul  as  a  nazr  by  Mohammed  All,  Nawab  of  ArCiit. 
They  arc  small  sums  as  acknowledgments  of  homage  and 
superiority,  and  the  other  fines  are  paid  for  grants.  They  arc 
botli  known  procoedings  of  the  last  degree  of  publicity; 
and,  if  given  as  consideration  for  a  grant,  they  are  indorsed 
upon  tin?  very  body  of  the  grant. 

Tiio  Comptmy,  seeing  that  this  nazr,  though  small  in  each 

sum,  might  amount  at  last  to  a  large  tax  upon  the  country — 

hl^'n'.?."" '"  '^'"^  '^  ^l"'  ^^*  i"  f*^^*t — thought  proper  to  prohibit  any  sum 

M.'i'I'Vtarr-'^  ttf  money  to  bo  taken,  upon  any  pretext  whatever.     And 

orpr.M.ni>    thr  C'omnanv,  in  the  year   1775,  did  expressly  explode  the 

c.r Mil  kill  U.       ,     ,         1      .'•  i.        •'i  1  1  *         ^^         *  ,1 

wjiole  uootrine  ol  peshcush  and  nazr,  and  every  other 
privato  lucrative  emolumont,  under  whatever  name,  to  be 
taken  by  the  Governor  Genend ;  and  did  expressly  send  out 
an  (»rdor  that  that  was  the  construction  of  the  Act,  aud  that 
he  was  not  even  to  take  a  nazr.  Thus  we  shall  show  that 
that  Act  had  totally  cut  up  the  whole  system  of  bribery  and 
oorriiption,  and  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  no  sort  of  colour 
whatever  for  taking  the  money  Avhich  we  shall  prove  he  has 
taken.  I  know  that  jiositive  prohibitions — that  Acts  of 
Parliament — that  covenants — are  things  of  very  little  validity 
indeed,  iis  long  as  all  the  means  of  corruption  arc  left  in 
power,  and  all  the  temptations  to  corrupt  profit  are  left  in 
XiT*.ssity  c.f  povertv.  I  should  really  think  that  the  Company  deserve 
F»oiiitim"'s  to  be  ill  servecl,  if  tbey  h'**\  "o^  gi^'^n  su'^h  appointments  to 
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fOO,OOOi.  a  year  for  the  support  of  his  dignity,  and  liad  at  21  apimtso. 
that  time  50,OOOZ.     This  man,  sitting  in  his  gan^cn,  reposing 
liiinself  after  the  toils  of  his  situation — for  he  was  one  of 
the  most  laborious  men  in  the  world — was  suddenly  arrested, 
and,  without  a  moment's  respite,  dragged  down  to  Calcutta, 
and  there  by  Mr. Hastings — exceeding  the  orders  of  the  Com- 
pany— confined  near  two  years  under  a  guard  of  soldiers. 
He  kept  this  great  man  for  several  months  without  even  ][i*jfi^iminod^ 
attempting  a  trial  upon  him.     How  he  tried  him  afterwards,  Rr/^  Kimu 
an<i  whether  you  will  not  judge  from  the  circumstances  of  trial*. 
tliat  trial  that,  as  he  was  not  tried  for  his  crime,  so  neither 
wjis  he  acquitted  for  his  innocence,  your  Lordships  may 
probably  in   the  course  of  this   business   inquire;  but,  at 
present,    I    leave   him   in   that   situation.      Mr.    Hastings, 
unknown   to   his    Council,  having  exceeded  the  orders  of 
the  Company  in  the  last  degree  of  rigour  to  this  unhappy 
man,  keeps  him  in  that  situation  without  a  trial,  under  a 
guard,   separated    from    his    country,    disgraced   and    dis- 
honoured, and  by  Mr.  Hastings'  exi)ress  order  not  suffered 
either  to  make  a  visit  or  receive  a  visitor. 

There  was  another  commission  for  Mr.  Hastings  contained  ^if.*i***'M.!« 

•        1  1  rr^i       /"I  1  1  /»        •     •         inoiit  of  Ills 

in  these  orders.  Ihe  Company,  because  they  were  of  opinion  adhcnutsj. 
that  justice  could  not  be  easily  obtained  while  the  first 
situations  of  the  country  were  filled  with  this  man's 
adherents,  desired  Mr.  Hastings  to  displace  thcni ;  but 
they  left  him  a  large  power,  confiding  in  his  justice,  pru- 
dence and  impartiality,  by  no  means  to  abuse  a  trust  of 
such  delicacy.  But  avc  shall  prove  to  your  Lordships  that 
Mr.  Hastings  thought  it  necessary  to  turn  out,  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest,  several  hundreds  of  people,  for  no 
otlier  reason  than  that  they  had  been  put  in  their  employ- 
ments l)y  that  very  man  whom  the  Englisli  Government  had 
placed  there. 

We  might  insist  that  we  could  not  pos:?Ibly  try 
Mr.  Hastings  or  come  at  his  wickedness,  until  we  hud 
eradicated  his  influence  in  Bengal  and  left  not  one  man  in  it 
who  was  in  any  place  or  office  whatever ;  we  are  ready  to 
admit  Ave  could  not  do  the  whole  without  it;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  rather  than  make  a  general  nuissacre  of  every 
[Kjrson  presumed  to  be  guilty,  we  should  rather  leave  some 
of  his  crimes  unproved.  He  did  avow  and  declare  that, 
unless  he  turned  all  these  persons  out  of  their  offices,  he 
could  never  hope  to  come  at  the  truth  of  any  charges  against 
Mohammed  Keza  Klian,  against  whom  no  specific  charge 
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±\  AIK.17A9. situation  of  the  Governor  Gcncrnl,  and  who  knew  what  was 
ncccswiiy  to  support  his  dignity  and  to  preserve  hun  from 
the  t43niptJition  of  corruption.  And  they  have  laid  open  to 
you  sucli  a  body  of  advantages  arising  from  it  as  would 
lead  any  man,  who  had  any  regard  to  his  honour  or  eon- 
science,  to  think  himself  happy  in  having  such  a  provision 
made  for  him,  nnd  at  the  same  time  every  temptation  to  act 
otherwise  removed  far  from  him. 
Ani.junt  of  Xhc  cmolumcnts  of  the  office  may  be  computed  at  near 
Infill'" m.V*  30,000/.  a  year,  AvhcnMr.  Hastings  was  President — 22^000/. 
in  certain  money,  and  the  rest  in  considerable  advantages 
afterwards.  Thev  at  that  time,  though  reduced  from  the 
original  plan  which  Lord  (/live  had  proposed,  were  etill  so 
great  that  I  cannot  compute  them  at  a  great  deal  less  than 
30,000/.  a  year.  Whatever  it  was,  I  have  shown  tliat  it 
was  thought  sufficient  by  those  who  were  the  best  judges, 
and  who,  in  carving  for  others,  were  carving  themselves  their 
own  allowance  at  the  time.  But,  my  Lords,  I  am  to  give  a 
better  opinion  of  the  sufficiency  of  that  provision  to  guard 
against  the  temptation,  out  of  Mr.  Hastings'  own  mouth, 
lie  says,  in  his  letter  to  the  Court  of  Directors, — 

Miuiitoof         **Alth()Uj{h  I  (Hsclaini  tho  conMilrration  of  my  own  interest  in  these 

jVlr.  HaHt-      speculations   [and   flatter    myself    tlint   I    proct»ed   upon   more  libera] 

Ni'iH^'ihii?  tlic  ^nmnds,  yot  1  am  ])roud  to  avow  the  feelings  of  an  honest  amhition 

suflli'ic!U'y     that  stimulates  nio  to  aspire  at  the  jjosscssion  of  my  jiresent  station  for 

anmvancN'      y^^T^  to  romc.     'I'hosc  who  know  my  natural  turn  of  mind  will  not 

asrri!)e   this   to    sordid   views.     A    very   few   years'   possession   of  the 

j^ovcrnment   would   imdouhtedly  enable  me  to  retire  with   ft   fortune 

amply  fitted  to  the  measure  of  my  desires,  were   I  to  consult  only  my 

ease  :  but  in  my  ])resent  situation  f  feel  mv  mind  expand  to  something 

greater ;]  1  have  catehed  the  desire  of  applause  in  public  life."* 

Here  Mr.  Ila^^tings  confesses  tlmt  the  emoluments  a£5xed  to 

his  office  were  not  only  sufficient  ibr  the  purposes  nnd  ends  of 

[an  office  of  that]  nature,  and  the  [support]  of  present  dignity, 

but  that  they  were  sufficient  to  Fccure  him  in  a  very  few  years 

a  comfortable  retreat.     But  his  object  in  wishing  to  hold  his 

F-»ii»j^<>f     office  long  was  to  ''catch  applause  in  public  life."     What  an 

ingif' iiopr's   unfortunate  man  is  he  who  has  so  often  told  us,  in  so  many 

hiriiiV  ''^  *"  places  and  through  so  many  mouths,  that,  after  fourteen  yeare' 

fortuiip.       |K)sse.-sion  of  an  office  which  was  to  make  to  him  a  comfortable 

*  Extract  from  letter  of  Mr.  Hastings  to  the  Court  of  Directon,  dated 
1 1th  November  1773.  This  letter  was  not  allowed  by  the  Court  to  be  pro- 
duced io  eviduncc  by  the  Managers,  as  they  were  not  in  possession  of  the 
original.  It  is,  however,  printed  at  length  in  the  Fifth  Keport  from  the 
Commit*'*'  >^  <5ji*»f*M<y^  Appendix.  No,  5 
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fortune  in  a  few  years,  he  is  at  length  bankrupt  in  fortune;  2iapr.i78». 

and,  for  his  applause  in  public  life,  is  now  at  your  Lordships' 

bar,  and  his  accuser  is  his  country  !     This,  my  Lords,  is  to 

be  unfortunate :  but  there  arc  some  misfortunes  that  never 

do   or   never  can   arrive  but  through  crimes.     He  was   a  Hi«  dcpar- 

deserter  from  the  path  of  honour.     At  the  turning  of  the  thrpSuTof 

two  ways,  he  made  a  glorious  choice.     He  caught  at  the  ^^^oour. 

applause   of   ambition,   which   txs  I  am   ready   to   consent 

is  not  virtue,  yet  surely  a  generous  ambition  for  applause 

for  public  services  in  life  is  one  of  the  best  counterfeits  of 

virtue,  and  supplies  its  place  in  some  degree,  and  adds  a 

lustre  to  real  virtue  where  it  exists  as  a  substratum.    Human 

nature,  while  it  is  made  as  it  is,  never  can  wholly  repudiate 

it  for  its  imperfection,  because  there  is  something  yet  more 

perfect.     But  what  shall  we   say  to   the  deserter  of  that 

cause,  who,  having  glory  and  honour  before  him,  has  chosen 

to  plunge  himself  and  go  the   downward  road  to  sordid 

riches? 

My  Lords,  I  have  shown  the  grievances  that  existed.  I 
have  shown  the  means  that  existed  to  put  Mr.  Hastings 
beyond  a  temptation  to  those  practices  of  which  we  accuse 
him: — if  he  will  not  follow  his  example  in  the  House  of 
Commons  and  disavow  this,  as  he  has  done  his  Defence 
before  them,  and  say  he  never  wrote  it.  That  situation 
which  was  to  afford  him  a  comfortable  fortune  in  a  few 
years  he  has  held  for  many  years,  and,  therefore,  he  has  not 
one  excuse  to  make  for  himself.  But  I  shall  show  your 
Lordships  much  greater  and  stronger  proofs,  that  will  lean 
heavy  upon  him  in  the  day  of  your  sentence.  The  first,  the 
peculiar,  trust  that  was  put  in  him  was,  to  redress  all  those 
grievances. 

My  Lords,  I  have  stated  to  you  the  condition  of  India  Growth  of 

•■^£»^  AT  Ti-    4^     xi-  xi     X  corruption 

in  1  /  DO.      You  may  suppose   that   the   means   that   were  in  the 
taken — the  regulations  that  were  made  by  the  Company —  ^^  ^' 
at  that  period  of  time,  had  operated  their  effect,  and  that,  by 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1772,  when  Mr.  Hastings  came  first 
to  his  government,  at  that  time  these  evils  did  not  require  per- 
haps so  rigorous  an  example  or  so  much  diligence  in  putting 
an  end  to  them.     But,  my  Lords,  I  have  to  show  you  a  very 
melancholy  truth — that,  notwithstanding  nil   these  means, 
the  Company  was  of  opinion  that  all  these  disorders  f^ad  fji^jjj^^^j^ 
increased ;  and,  accordingly,  they  say,  without  entering  into  R^^^,*^, 
all   the  grievous  circumstances  of  this  letter,  which  was  ingii  to  coV- 
written  on  the  7th  April,  1773,—  "^^  '^""^ 

B  2 
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•_M  AiR.iT'iO.  **  Wi'Wish  we  could  nfutc  the  (»l»scr\-ation — that  almost  e\'ery  attempt 
iiiaili'  l>v  iH  anti  our  udiiiinistrutiou  at  your  Presidency  lor  refuriiiiD>( 
aliiiNCS  has  nithcr  inorcasi-d  them,  and  added  tu  the  miseries  uf  a 
country  we  are  anxitms  to  j)rotect  and  cherish.' 

They  say  that — 

**  When  oi»i»rt»ssion  |KTva<le8  the  whole  countr\',  when  youths  have  l)een 
suffiTcd  with  impunity  to  exen-isc  sovereijfn  jurisdiction  over  the  natives, 
I  and  to  ac(|uire  rapid  tortiuies  l>y  monopohzinjjr  of  commerce,  it  cannnt 
Ix*  a  wonder  to  us  or  yourselves  that  Dadney  merchants  du  not  coioe 
forward  to  contract  witli  the  Comimny,  that  the  nianufacrtures  find  their 
way  throui^h  fort*i^n  channels,  or  that  our  investments  are  at  once 
enormously  dear  and  of  a  dcliased  (piahty.  It  in  evident,  then,  that  the 
evils  which  have  htcn  so  destrucrtive  to  us  lie  too  deep  for  any  ]iartia] 
plans  to  reach  or  correct ;  it  is,  therefore,  our  re8oluti(m  to  um  at  the 
TiHit  of  those  evils,  and  wc  are  ha])py  in  having  reason  to  believe  that  in 
every  just  and  neirssary  regulation  we  shall  meet  with  the  approljation 
and  support  of  the  legislature,  who  consider  the  pubhc  as  materially 
interested  in  the  Company's  ])ros|)erity.**]* 

This  IS  to  iihovf  your  Lordships  that  Mr.  Hastings  was 

nrined  with  yreat  powers  in  corivct  {jrcat  abuses^  and  that 

there  was  reposed  in  him  a  spceial  trust  tor  that  purpogc. 

And  now  I  shall  8h)W,  hy  the  2oth  iiaraj^raph  of  the  same 

letter,  that  it  wjis  fVoni  some  partienhir  hope  they  had  in 

Mr.  Hastin<rfl  that  they  intrusted  him  witli  this  very  great 

power,  not  only  of  abstaining  himself,  which  is  a  thing  taken 

for  granted,  but  of  restraining  abuses  through  every  [uirt  of 

the  service.     And  therefore  they  say  that, — 

*'  In  «»rder  to  effectuate  this  "rreat  end,  the  first  step  must  be  to 
ri'slore  perfect  ohedience  [and  du<'.  suhordinaticm  to  your  adminiatration. 
Our  (lovernor  and  (\mncil  must  reassume  and  exercise  their  delegated 
powers  upon  every  just  occasion,  ]mnish  delinquents,  cherish  the  meri- 
torious, discountenance  that  luxury  and  dissipation  which  to  the  reproarh 
of  (lovernnieut  ])revailcd  in  Ben^^al.  Our  President.  Mr  Hastings,  we 
trust,  will  set  the  example  of  tiMuperance,  economy  and  application,  ami 
upon  this  we  are  sensihle  nnich  will  depend.  And  here  we  take  occasion 
to  indulge  the  pleasure  we  have  in  acknowledging  Mf.  i  fastings' sen'ices 
upon  the  coast  of  ('oromandel,  in  C( m struct ing  with  equal  labour  and 
ability  the  plan  which  has  so  much  improved  our  investments  there; 
and,  as  we  are  ]>ersuaded  he  will  persevere  in  the  same  laudable  piuvuit 
through  every  branch  of  our  affairs  in  Bengal,  he  in  return  may  de|)end] 
on  the  steady  support  and  favour  of  his  employers."* 

Trujitro-  llcrc  are,  not  only  hiws    to    restrain  abuse — hero   are, 

liinbyiho    not  Only  salaries    to    prevent    the   tem2)tation   to  it, — but 
c..iii|iaiiy.     j^^^^,^  ^^^  praises  to  animate  and  encourage.     Here  is  wliat 

very  few  men,  even  bad  in  other  res]>ccts,  have  resisted. 
Here  is  a  great  trust  put  in  him,  to  call  upon  him  with 
particular  vigour  and  exertion  to  prevent  all  obusea  through 
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the  settlement,  and  particularly  these  abuses  of  corruption.  21  aprj7». 
Much  trust  18  put  in  his  frugality — his  order — his  manage- 
ment of  his  private  affairs;  and  from  them  they  hope  that 
he  would  not  ruin  his  own  fortune  but  improve  it  by 
honourable  means,  and  t^ach  the  Company's  servants  the 
same  order  and  management,  in  order  to  free  them  from 
temptation  to  rapacity  in  their  own  particular  situations. 

There  have  been  known  to  be  men,  otherwise  corrupt  and 
vicious,  who,  when  great  trust  was  put  in  them,  have  called 
forth  principles  of  honour  latent  in  their  minds;  and  men 
who  were  nursed  in  a  manner  in  corruption  have  been,  not 
only  great  reformers  by  institution,  but  greater  reformers 
by  the  example  of  their  own  conduct  Here  then  is  Mr, 
Hastings.  Great  trust  is  reposed  in  him.  Then  I  am  to 
show  that,  soon  after  his  coinmg  to  that  government,  there 
were  means  given  him  instantly  of  realising  those  hopes  and 
expectations,  by  putting  into  his  hands  several  arduous  and 
several  difficult  commissions. 

My  Lords,  in  the  year  1772,  the  Company  had  received  Disorders  Ui 
alarming  advices  of  many  disorders  throughout  the  country.  {„  thoyea? 
There  were  likewise,  at  the  same  time,  circumsbmces  in  ^772. 
the  state  of  the  government  upon  which  they  thought  it 
necessary  to  make  new  regulations.  The  famine  at  Bengal 
had  produced  a  great  many  complaints — some  true,  some 
exaggerated,  but  universally  spread,  as  I  believe  is  in  the 
memory  of  those  who  are  not  very  young  among  us — of  the 
famine  that  prevailed  and  wasted  Bengal,  and  of  the  ill  use 
that  was  mside  of  that  circumstance  to  aggravate  the  dis- 
tress for  the  advantage  of  individuals.  This  obliged  the 
Company  to  a  very  serious  consideration  of  an  affair  which 
dishonoured  and  disgraced  their  government,  not  only  at 
home  but  through  all  the  countries  in  Europe,  much  more 
than  perhai)8  even  more  grievous  and  real  0{)pression8  that 
were  exercised  under  them.  It  had  been  marked,  and  had 
alarmed  their  feelings  and  called  the  attention  of  the  public 
upon  them  in  an  eminent  manner.  Your  Lordships  I'c- ]^j„^,rity  of 
member  the  death  of  Jaffier  Ali  Khan,  the  first  of  those  'J j^^SJ^ 
subahdars  who  introduced  the  English  power  into  Bengal 
He  died  about  four  or  five  years  before  this  period.  He  was 
succeeded  by  two  of  his  sons,  who  succeeded  to  one  another 
in  a  very  rapid  succession.  The  first  was  the  person  whom 
we  have  read  an  account  to  you  of.  He  was  the  natural 
son  of  the  Nawab  by  a  person  called  Munny  Be^um,  who, 
for  those  corrupt  gifts,  the  circumstances  of  which  we  havQ 
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21  Aru.iTKtf.  recited,  lifid,  in  prejudice  of  the  lawful  issue  of  the  Nawab, 
been  raised  to  the  niusniid.  Hut,  as  "bastard  slips,"  it  is  said 
in  Kin*x  Itichard  fan  abuse  of  a  Scripture  ])hrasej,  **  do  not 
take  deep  root*,"  this  bastard  slip,  Nujem-ud-Dowla,  shortly 
died,  and  the  legitimate  son  Seyf-ud-Dowla  succeeded  him. 
After  him,  another  legitimate  son,  Mobaric-ud-DowIa,  suc- 
ceeded, in  a  minority.  AVhen  I  say  succeeded,  I  wish  your 
Lordships  to  understand  that  there  is  no  regular  succession 
in  the  office  of  subahdar  or  viceroy  of  the  kingdom  ;  but,  in 
general,  succession  has  been  considered,  and  that  person  has 
been  put  in  that  place  ui>on  some  principles  resembling  a 
regular  succession.  That  rc*gular  succession  had  been  broken 
in  favour  of  a  natural  son,  and  the  mother  of  that  natural 
son  did  (obtain  the  superiority  in  the  female  jmrt  of  the 
family  for  a  time. 

In  consequence  of  these  two  circiunstances — namely, 
tlie  famine  and  the  abuses  that  were  supposed  to  arise 
from  it,  and  the  minority  of  Mobaric-ud-Dowla,  who 
now  reigns,  ur  appears  to  reign — in  consequence  of  these 
two  circumstances,  tlie  Company  gave  two  set^  of  orders. 

ixiK.Miioii    The  first  wjis,   that,   as  Mohammed  lleza  Khan,  who  was 


siowai'ii  of  tlie  diwanni,  he  was  Deputy  Diwaii,  or  High  Steward, 
undcM*  the  name  of  the  English,  and  had  tlie  command  of 
the  whole  rcvemie ;  as  lie  was  accused  before  the  Com- 
pany— the  cliannel  of  which  accusation  we  now  learn-  tlmt 
he  had  aggravated  that  famine  by  a  monoj)oly  for  his 
own  benefit,  the  Company,  upon  these  loose  and  gcnernl 
charges,  ordered  that  he  should  be  divested  of  his  office; 
that  he  should  be  brought  down  to  Calcutta,  and,  there, 
be  obliged  to  render  an  account  of  his  conduct. 

The   next    regulation    they   made   was    concerning   the 

effective  government  of  the   country,   which  was   become 

f>m«-«*hoid  vacant  by  the  removal  of  Mohammed  Beza  Khan.      The 

InciuJSa'    offices  wliicli  he  held  were  in  eflbct  these,     lie  was  guardian 

KiMui.         to  the  Nawab,  by  the  appointment  of  the  Company;  he  had 

the  care  and  management  of  his  family ;  he  had  the  cai-e  of 

the   public  justice;     and    he   represented   that   shadow  of 

government  to  foreign  nations  which  it  wjis  the  policy  of 
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the  Company  at  that  time  to  keep  up.  This  was  the  pewon  2iapb.i76o. 
whom  Mr.  Hastings  removed.  In  consequence  of  which 
removal  all  these  offices  were  to  be  supplied— of  guardian 
of  the  Nawab's  person  and  manager  of  his  family ;  of  chief 
magistrate^  and  representative  of  the  fallen  dignity  of  the 
native  government  to  the  foreign  nations  whicn  traded  to 
Bengal. 

There  were  to  these  added  an  instruction  of  a  very  cJi^*^^'^*^***^ 
remarkable  nature,  which  was  a  third  trust  that  was  given  ^9^  ^'<^"c- 
to  Mr.  Hastings — that,  during  the   Nawab's  minority,  he  Nawab's*^ 
should  reduce  the  allowance,  which  was  thirty-two  lacs,  to  *"°^'^^- 
sixteen ;  and  that,  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  tliis  restricted 
sum,  and  to  prevent  it  being   directed   by  the  minister's 
authority  to  other  purposes  than  that  for  which  the  Company 
allowed  it — as  his  own — of  these  sixteen  lacs  an  account  was  to 
be  regularly  kept,  as  a  check  upon  the  person  so  appointed, 
and  was  to  be  transmitted  to  Calcutta  and  sent  to  England. 

Now  we  are  to  show  your  Lordships  what  Mr.  Hastings'  conf^ruii^ 
conduct  was  upon  all  these  occasions.     And,  for  this,  weSoiJIJtTbc 
mean  to  produce  you  testimony  recorded  in  the  Company's  ^ ^{}"||^ 
books,   and   authentic   documents   taken    from   the   public  known  cha- 
offices  of  that   country.     At  the  same   time,  I   do   admit  Mr.  iiaLi- 
that   there   never  was  a  positive   testimony   that   did   not  *"*^' 
stand  something  in  need  of  the  support  of  presumption.     For, 
VLA  we  know  that  witnesses  may  be  perjured,  and   as   we 
know  that  documents  can  be  forged,  we  have  recourse  to  a 
known  principle  in  the  laws  of  all  countries — that  circum- 
stances cannot  lie ;  and,  therefore,  if  the  testimony  that  is 
given  was  ever  so  clear  and  positive,  yet,  if  it  is  contrary  to 
the  circumstances  of  the  country — if  it  is  contrary  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  facts  to  which  it  alludes — if  the  deposi- 
tion is  totally  adverse  and  alien  to  the  characters  of  the 
persons — then  I  will  say  that,  though  the  testimonies  should 
be  many,   though  they  should  be  consistent,   and   though 
they  should  be  clear,  yet  they  will  still  leave  some  degree 
of  hesitation  and  doubt  upon  every  mind  timorous  in  the 
execution  of  justice,  as  every  mind  ought  to  be.     If,  for 
instance,  ten  witnesses  were  to  swear  that  the  Chief  Justice 
of  England — that  the  I^ord  High  Chancellor,  or  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury — was  seen  in  the  robes  of  his  function 
at  noonday  robbing  upon  the  highway,  it  is  not  the  clearness 
— the  weight — the  authority — of  testimonies  that  could  make 
mo  believe  it.     I  should  attribute  it  to  any  cause — either 
corruption,  mistake,  error  or  madness — rather  than  believe 
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•Ji  A  in.  i7yj.  thai.  lUct.  Why  ?  l>ccaiisc  it  is  totally  alien  to  the  character 
of  the  person,  the  situation,  the  eireunistauces,  and  to  all  the 
rules  of  probability.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  crime 
charged  has  a  perfect  relation  with  the  i>er8on,  his  known 
conduct,  his  known  habits,  with  the  situation  and  circum- 
stances of  the  place  that  he  is  in,  and  with  the  very  corrupt 
inherent  nature  of  the  act  that  he  does,  then  much  less  proof 
than — thank  God  I — we  are  able  to  produce,  will  serve  ;  .mil, 
acconling  to  the  nature  and  strength  of  the  prcsuniptioiis 
arising  from  tlic  inherent  nature  of  a  vicious  principle  and 
vicious  motives  in  the  act,  they  may  eitlier  strengthen  the 
Aveakcst  evidence,  or,  if  it  comes  to  a  sufficient  height,  turn  the 
whole  burthen  of  proof  upon  the  party  accused.  So  we  shall 
think  oui'selves  bound  to  show  your  Lordships,  in  every  step 
of  this  proceeding,  that  there  is  an  inherent  presumption  of 
corruption  in  every  act.  AVe  shall  show  the  presumptions 
wliich  preceded — we  shall  show  the  presumptions  which  ac- 
companied— the  proof,  and  that  subsequent  presumptions  all 
I'uin. ".s  i»f  through  make  it  impossible  to  disbelieve  it.  I  shall  show  that 
Irim.-^  "  such  a  body  of  proof  was  never  given  \\\iO\\  any  such  occa- 
jiiki,-<*d.        yj^j^  .  j^j^^j  ;^  jj^  gy^j^  proof  as  will  prevail  against  the  whole 

voice  of  corruption — that  amazing,  active,  diligent,  si)readhig 

voice,  which  has  been  made,  by  buzzing  in  every  part  of  this 

country,  sometimes  to  suund  like  the  public  voice.     It  will 

put   it  to  silence,  by  showing   that   your   I^ordships   have 

proceeded  upon  the  strongest  evidence,  active  and  passive. 

Aianityof        Fii^st,  Ml*.  Hastings  received  a  positive  order  to  seize  upon 

hl^hi'^M-   Mohammed  Keza  Khan.     That  order  he  executed  with  a 

onUr'Vur"    military  promptitude  of  obedience,  which  Avill  show  your 

tin* arnsi  of  J^()i'dshii)s  wliat  scrviccs  he  is  put  upon  that  are  conireninl 

lUzaKiinn.  to  liis  owii  miud,  and  whicli  find  in  him  always  a  ready 

acctuiescence,  a  faithful  agent,  and  a  spirited  instrument  in 

their  execution.     The  very  day  after  he  received  the  order, 

he    sent   up   privately,    without   communicating   with   his 

Council,   from    whom    he   was   not   ordered   to   keep   this 

proceeding  a  secret — he  sent  up  and  found  that  great  and 

respectable  man  and  respectable  magistrate,  who  wixs  in  all 

those  high  offices  which  I  have  stated — and,  if  I  was  to 

compare  them  to  circumstances  and  situations  in  this  country, 

I  should  say  he  had  united  in  himself  the  character  of  First 

Lord  of  the  Treasury,  the  character  of  Chief  Justice,  the 

character  of  Lord   Iligh  Chancellor,  and  the  character  of 

Archbishop  of  Canterbury  —  who  Avas  a  man  of  great  gmvity, 

dignit^-  oiul  nuflinrity,  nnd  advan'""'^  \v  vo^irs.    He  had  once 
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100,000^.  a  year  for  the  support  of  his  dignity,  and  Imd  at  ziArB.nso. 
that  time  50,000t     This  man,  sitting  in  his  garc^cn,  reposing 
Iiimsclf  after  the  toils  of  his  situation — for  he  was  one  of 
the  most  laborious  men  in  the  world — was  suddenly  arrested, 
and,  without  a  moment's  respite,  dragged  down  to  Calcutta, 
and  there  by  Mr.  Has  tings — exceeding  the  orders  of  the  Com- 
pany— confined  near  two  years  imder  a  guard  of  soldicr.s. 
lie  kept  this  great  man  for  several  months  without  even  i>»'t<^»t*>onof 
attemptmg  a  trial  upon  him.     How  he  tried  him  afterwards,  ^:^  K:iiau 
ancl  whether  you  will  not  judge  from  the  circumstances  of  tViai'.*^" 
tliat  trial  that,  as  he  was  not  tried  for  his  crime,  so  neither 
was  he  acquitted  for  his  innocence,  your  Lordships  may 
probably  in   the  course  of  this   business   inquire;  but,  at 
present,    I    leave   him  in   that   situation.      Mr.    H<'istings, 
unknown   to   his   Council,  having  exceeded  the  orders  of 
the  Company  in  the  last  degree  of  rigour  to  this  unhappy 
roan,  keei)s  him  in  that  situation  without  a  trial,  under  a 
guard,   separated    from    his    country,   disgraced   and    dis- 
honoured, and  by  Mr.  Hastings'  express  order  not  suffered 
either  to  make  a  visit  or  receive  a  visitor. 

There  was  another  commission  for  Mr.  Hastings  contained  ^"'»;***;7a. 

•        1  J  rm       /"I  1  1  /»        •     •         mt'ul  of  his 

m  these  orders.  Ihe  Company,  because  they  were  of  opuiion  adhcrcuu. 
that  justice  could  not  be  easily  obtained  while  the  first 
situations  of  the  country  Avere  filled  with  this  man's 
adherents,  desired  Mr.  Hastings  to  displace  thcni;  but 
they  left  him  a  large  power,  confiding  in  his  justice,  pru- 
dence and  impartiality,  by  no  means  to  abuse  a  trust  of 
such  delicacy.  But  we  shall  prove  to  your  Lords-hips  that 
Mr.  Hastings  thought  it  necessary  to  turn  out,  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest,  several  hundreds  of  people,  for  no 
other  reason  than  that  they  had  been  put  in  their  employ- 
ments by  that  very  man  whom  the  English  Government  had 
placed  there. 

We  might  insist  that  we  could  not  p()S:?ibly  try 
Mr.  Hastings  or  come  at  his  wickedness,  until  we  had 
eradicated  his  influence  in  Bengal  and  left  not  one  man  in  it 
who  was  in  any  place  or  office  whatever ;  we  are  ready  to 
admit  we  could  not  do  the  whole  without  it ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  rather  than  make  a  general  massacre  of  every 
person  presumed  to  be  guilty,  we  should  rather  leave  some 
of  his  crimes  unproved.  He  did  avow  and  declare  that, 
unless  he  turned  all  these  persons  out  of  their  offices,  he 
could  never  hope  to  come  at  the  truth  of  any  charges  against 
Mohammed  lieza  Khan,  against  whom  no  specific  charge 
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21  Arit.i7h9.  h^(]  |,ccn  made.      Yet,  upon  these  loose  and  general  charge 
did  he  seize  uiH)n  thio  iimn,  eonfine  hiin  in  this  manner,  and 
every  per^Fon  wliu  derived  any  place  or  authority  from  himi 
higli  or  low,  was  turned  out,   because  otherwise  he  could 
not  inquire  into  his  conduct ! 

Mr.  11  listings  had  in  tlie  Company's  orders  something  to 
justify  him  in  rigour,  but  he  had  likewise  a  prudential  power 
over  that  rigour ;  and  he  not  only  treated  this  man  m  the 
iimnncr  described,  but  every  human  creature,  as  if  they  had 
been  all  guilty,  without  any  charge  whatever  against  them. 

iWiy>A,us       These  are  his  reasons  for  taking  this  extraordinary  step,— 

nvsitriuHl  l»y  o  tf  L  ' 

iK's^i?^^  [**  I  pnioiul   not  to  eiit<»r  into  the  views  of  others.     My  own  were 

p'iihiviu^      Ihosc.       Mulu>inet    lleza   Khan*s    influence   still    prevailed    generally 
iiicui.  throiijjrlioiit  the  country.       In    the   Nabob's   household    and   at    tat 

cupilul  it  war>  scarce  ailcctcd  by  his  i>rescnt  disgrace.  His  favour  wts 
still  conrttd  and  bin  nn^er  drua(fcd.  Who  under  such  discouragement* 
would  ^ivc  information  or  evidence  ufrainst  him?  His  agents  and 
creatures  filled  every  oflice  of  the  nizamut  and  dewannee.  How  was  the 
truth  of  his  conduct  to  lie  invcstigat<'d  by  these?  It  would  be  super- 
fluous to  add  otber  ar^Mimcnttj  to  show  the  necessity  of  prefacing  the 
iii(|uiry  bv  breaking  his  influence.  removin<r  his  depenciants,  and  putting; 
the  diirction  of  all  the  affairs  which  had  l>ecn  committed  to  his  care  into 
the  hands  of  the  most  ] powerful  or  active  of  his  enemies.*']* 

Clood  God  I  my  Lords,  if  we  were  to  desire,  in  the  House 
of  Cotninonrf,  and  to  compel  the  East  India  Company,  or  to 
address  tlie  Crown,  to  remove,  jiccording  to  their  several 
situations  an<l  several  caj)acities,  every  creature  that  liad  been 
put  into  oflice  by  Mr.  Hastings,  or  that  we  could  make  no 
inijuiry  into  bis  conduct,  should  we  not  be  justified  by  his 
own  example  [in  assertion]  of  tlie  absolute  necessity  of 
romoving  every  creature  ol  the  reigning  power  before  we 
coubl  inquire  into  his  conduct?  We  have  not  done  tliat, 
though  we  feel,  as  he  has  felt,  great  disadvantages  in  pro- 
ceeding in  the  inc[uiry,  while  every  situation  in  Bengal  is 
notoriously  held  by  his  creatures ;  always  excepting  the  first 
of  all,  but  which  we  could  show  is  uotliing  in  such  a 
con<litioii. 
Miitiv.!,or        Tlu'ii  what  do  I  infer  from  this,  that, in  obedience  to  the 

111       II-' 

inps  iiHi'is    orders  of  the  Company,  carried  so  much  beyond  the  necessity 

J^IlI,SH•II^ — the  orders  prosecuted  with  so  much  rigour,  and  the  inquiry 

lU-vta  Khaij.  suspended  for  so  long   a   time — every  person  in  office  was 

removed  from  his  situation  ?     When  all  these  circumstances 


*  Extract  from  letter  of  the  Uovernor  General  to  the  Directors,  Ist  Sep- 

*cml)cr,  1772     J*>*<"ted  in  the  Appendix  to  the  "  MiD"tc8  of  the  ETidencei^ 
,1.  *>io'* 
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were  used  as  prefatory  to  the  inquiry,  let  us  judge  of  what  21  ape.i78». 
nature  and  circumstances  that  inquiry  was ;  when  he  himself 
says  that^  after  he  had  used  all  these  means,  he  found  not 
the  least  benefit  and  advantage  from  them.  The  use  I  make 
of  this  is,  to  let  your  Lordships  see  the  great  probability  that 
Mr.  Hastings,  finding  himself  in  the  very  self-same  situation 
of  selling  Nundcomar  to  Mohammed  Beza  Khan  and  Mo- 
hammed Beza  Khan  to  Nundcomar,  made  a  corrupt  use  of 
it,  and  that,  as  Mohammed  Beza  Khan  was  not  treated  with 
severity  for  his  crimes,  [so  neither  was  he  acquitted  for  his 
innocence. 

We  are  to  show  your  Lordships  what  Mr.  Hastings'  own 
manner  of  proceeding  with  regard  to  a  public  delinquent  is ; 
but  at  present  we  leave  Mohammed  Rc2a  Khan  where  he 
was.  The  Company  had  given  him  severe  orders,  and  very 
severely  had  he  executed  them.  The  Company  gave  him 
no  orders  not  to  institute  a  present  inquiry  ;  but  he,  under 
pretence  of  business,  neglected  that  inquiry,  and  suffered 
this  man  to  languish  in  prison,  to  the  utter  ruin  of  his 
fortune. 

Do  your  Lordships  think  that  there  was  no  presumption  ^'^^^^^^^^jj, 
of  Mr,  Hastings  having  a  corrupt  view  in  this  business,  and  proccc-dings 
putting  this  great  man  who  was  supposed  wealthy  under  comicu.** 
contributions?     Mr.  Hastings  never  trusted  his  colleagues 
with  it     What  reason  did  he  give  for  that  ?     Why  he  sup- 
posed that  they  must  be  bribed  by  Mohammed  Beza  Khan. 
"  For,"  says  he,  "  as  I  did  not  know  their  characters  at  that 
time,  I  did  not  know  whether  Mohammed  Beza  Khan  had 
not  secured  them   to  his   interest  by  the  known  ways  in 
which  great  men  in  the  East  secure  to  their  interest."     He 
never  trusted  his  colleagues  with  the  secret ;  and  the  person 
that  he  employed  to  prosecute  Mohammed  Beza  Khan  was  J/icnt  0?^^*^ 
his  bitter  enemy,  Nundcomar.     I  will  not  go  the  length  of  JJ?*'"{?J?"^* 
saying  that  the  circumstance  of  enmity  disables  a  person  pueniv. 
from  being  a  prosecutor.     Under  some  circumstances  it  rcn-  iJ^uiuMpJo^' 
ders  a  man  incompetent  from  being  a  witness.     Hut  tliis  I  «^"*»o"' 
know  that,  having  no  other  person  to  rely  upon,  in  a  charge 
of  one  man  against  another  man,  but  his  enemy,  and  Iiaving 
no  other  principle  to  go  upon  than  what  is  supposed  to  be 
derived  out  of  that  enmity,  forms  some  considerable  suspicion 
against  that  proceeding.     But  in  this  he  was  justified  by  the 
Company,  for  Nundcomar,  the  great  rival  of  Mohammed 
Beza  Khan,  was  in  the  worst  situation  with  the  Company 
with  regard  to  his  credit. 
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21  aim:.i7si».      This  Numlcoinar's  politics  in  the  country  had  been  by 
riir:i\oiir-     ^'*'-   Ha««tingri  liunsclf,  and  by  several  persons  joined  with 
hrillVIv'"'"  '*'"*'  cruelly  represented  to  the  Company,  and,  accordingly, 
Mr.iihst.     he  ^^tood  80  ill  With  thcni,  by  reason  of  Mr.  Iluslings'  repre- 
Nmi/r-         scntations  and  those  of  his  pixnlece^sors,  that  the  Company 
chanwur.     onlercd  and  directed  Mr.  Hastings,  if  he  would  be  of  any 
n^i^e  in  the   discovery,  to   give  him  sonic  reward    suitable 
to  Ins  services;  and  they   caution   him  at  the  same  time 
ni;ainst  giving  him  any  trust  which  he  might  employ  to  the 
disadvantage  of  the  Com|)any.     Now  Mr.  Hastings  began, 
before  he  could  experience  any  service  from  him,  by  giving 
him  his  reward  :  and  not  the  base  reward  of  a  base  service 
ii-aiivaii.cs — money,  but  every  trust  and  power  which  he  was  pro- 
Wiit.I?! "     hiliited  from  giving  him.     Having  turned  out  every  one  of 
Mohammed  Ueza  Khan's  dependants,  he  filled  every  office, 
JUS  he  avows,  with  the  creatures  of  Nundcomar.     Now,  when 
he  uses   a   cruel   and   rigorous    obedience   in   the   case  of 
Mohammed    Ke7Mi   Khan — when   he   breaks   his    principles 
with  reganl  to  Nundcomar — when  he  gives  him  trust  whom 
he  was  cautioned  not  to  trust,  and  when  he  gives  him  that 
reward  before  any  service  could  be  done — I  say,  when  he 
does  that,  in  violation  of  the  Company's  orders  and  his  own 
princi])les,  it  is  the  strongest  evidence  that  he  found  them 
in  the  situation  in  which  they  were  in  1765,  when  bribes 
were    taken ;    that  each  i>arty   was  mutually    sold  to  each 
other,  and  faith  kept  with  neither.     This  was  the  situation 
which  Mr.  Hastings  should  have  dreaded  of  all  things;  be- 
cause he  knew  he  Wius  in  that  situation  in  which  the  most 
outnigcous  corruption  had  been  dealt  in  before. 

Then  there  is  one  circumstunco  which  serves  to  show  that, 
iu  tlie  persecution  of  these  great  men  and  the  persons  em- 
ployed  by  them,  he  could  have  no  other  View  than  to  extort 
mcmey  from  them.  There  was  a  pcrs(m  of  the  name  of 
i^.^TJ*^!  '.•[  Shital)  Hoy,  who  had  a  great  sliare  iu  the  conduct  of  the 
revenues,  Air.  Hastings,  in  the  letter  to  the  LH)mpany 
complaining  of  the  state  of  their  affairs,  saying  that  there 
were  great  and  suspicious  balances  in  the  kingdom  of 
Behar,  does  not  even  name  the  name  of  Shitab  Iloy.  There 
was  an  Knglish  counsellor,  a  particular  friend  of  Air.  Hastings, 
there,  under  whose  control  Shitab  Roy  acted.  Without  any 
charges,  without  any  orders  from  the  Company,  he  dragged 
down  that  same  Shitab  Iloy,  and  in  the  same  ignominious 
prison  he  kept  him  the  same  length  of  time,  that  is,  one 
year  »n<l  ♦b*'o'*  »"on*li3,  wi^hont  tr«aJ :  ««d,  ^rhen  the  trial 
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canie,  there  waa  oa  much  appearance  of  collusion  in  the  trial  21  ArB.i7S9. 
as  there  wjis  of  rigour  in  the  previous  process.     This  is  the 
manner  in  which  he  executed  the  command  of  the  Company 
for  removing  Mohammed  Reza  Khan. 

AVhen  Mohammed  Reza  Khan  was  to  be  succeeded,  your  Neco*wuty 
Ijordships  naturally  expect  from  the  character  I  have  given  [n*^fim?ig*up 
of  him,  and  from   the   nature  of  his  functions,   that  Mr.  fi^^Khin^ 
Hastings   should  be  particularly    precise — should   use    the  J''~'*^- 
utmost  i)08sible  care — in  nominating  a  person   to  succeed 
him,  who  might  fulfil  the  ends  and  objects  of  his  employ- 
ment, and  be  at  the  same  time  beyond  all  doubt  and  suspicion 
of  corruption  in  any  way  whatever.     Your  Lordships  have 
seen  how  he  obeys  the  rigorous  order  about  Mohammed 
Reza  Khan.     You  see  that,  following,  as  he  says,  the  spirit 
of  that,  and  finding  another  man  that  he  imagines  might  be 
in  the  same  situation,  without  any  charge  he  imprisons  him. 
Now  let  us  see  how  he  fills  up  that  office  thus  vacant.    When 
the  Company  ordered  Mohammed  Reza  Khan  to  be  dispos- 
sessed of  his  office,  they  ordered  at  the  same  time  that  his 
salary   should  be  reduced — that  30,000/.    was  a   sufficient  importanco 
recompense  for  that  office.     Your  Lordships  will  see,  by  the  Sifermi  ^ 
allowance  for  the  office,  even  reduced  as  it  was,  that  they  [jJJJni^of 
cx|>ected  some  man  of  great  eminence,  of  great  consequence,  t»>«s.iiary. 
and  fit  for  those  great  and  various  trusts.     They  cut  off  the 
diwani  from  it — that  is  the  collection  of  the  revenues  ;  and 
having  less^ened  his  labours  they  lessened  his  reward.     They 
ordered  that  this  person,  who  was  to  be  guardian  of  the 
Nawab  in  his  minority,  and  who  was  to  represent  the  govern- 
ment, should  have  but  30,000/.     The  order  they  gave  is 
this  : 

[*'  And  that  as  Mahomet  Reza  Khan  can  no  longer  be  considered  by  us 
as  one  to  whom  such  a  power  can  safely  be  committed,  we  trust  to  your 
local  knowledge  the  selection  of  some  i)erson  well  qualified  for  the  affairs 
of  government,  and  of  whose  attachment  to  the  Company  you  shall 
l>c  well  assured.  Such  person  you  will  recommend  to  the  S'abob  to 
8UC(*eed  Mahomet  Reza  as  minister  of  the  government  and  guardian  of 
the  Nabob's  minority,  and  we  persuade  ourselves  that  the  Nabob  will 
pay  such  regard  to  your  recommendation  as  to  invest  him  with  the 
necessary  i>ower  and  authority.  As  the  advantages  which  the  Comjiany 
may  receive  from  the  appointment  of  such  minister  will  depend  on  his 
readiness  to  promote  our  views  and  advance  our  interest,  we  are  willing 
to  allow  him  so  liberal  a  gratification  as  may  excite  his  zeal  and  ensure 
his  attachment  to  the  Company.  We  therefore  emi)ower  you  to  grant  to 
the  person  whom  you  shall  think  worthy  of  this  trust  an  annual  allow- 
ance not  exceeding  three  lacks  of  rui)ees,  which  we  consider  not  only 
a  munificent  reward  for  any  services  ne  shall  render  the  Company,  but 
sufficient  to  enable  him  to  support  his  station  with  suitable  rank  and 
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21  Apr.  17H0.  dignity.    And  here  we  iiuihI  add  that,  in  the  choice  you  shall  make  of  a 

~   ~        (H>r8(ni  to  hv  the  active  ininistiT  of  the  Nahob's  {Government,  we  hope 

»nd  trust  tliut  you  will  show  yourselves  worthy  of  the  confidence  we 

have  ])laocd  in  you,  hy  bein^  actuated  therein  by  no  other  motives  than 

thos(>  of  the  public  ^ood  and  the  safety  and  interest  of  the  Comiiany."*] 

My  Li^rds,  licro  they  have  given  a  reward ;  and  they 
have  described  a  person  fit  to  represent  in  all  capacities  the 
man  whom  tliey  thought  fit  to  depose.  Now,  as  we  have 
seen  liow  Mr.  Hastings  obeyed  the  Company's  orders  in  the 
manner  of  removing  iM<d)ainmed  Reza  Khun,  let  us  see  how 
lie  obeyed  their  order  fi>r  filling  np  his  i>ost  Your  Lordships 
would  have  supposed  he  had  made  all  the  order  of  Moham- 
medan and  Hindu  princes  pass  in  strict  review  before  him; 
that  he  had  considered  their  age,  authority,  dignity,  the 
goodn(»s8  of  their  manners ;  and,  ui)on  the  collation  of  all 
these  circumstances,  had  chosen  a  person  fit  to  be  a  regent 
to  guard  the  Nawab  s  minority  from  all  rapacity  whatever, 
and  fit  to  instruct  him  in  everything.  I  will  give  your  Lord- 
shii)s  Mr.  Hastings'  own  idea  of  the  person  necessary  to  fill 
up  such  office  :  — 

'Slr.Uast'         "That  hiH  rank  [is  such  as  at  least  may  not  wound  the  NahoVs  honor 

i'r1!!*o '^^      or  lessen  hN  credit  in  the  estimation  of  the  ])co|)1c  by  the  magisterial 

i*)i.inir(rr      conunaud  which  the  new  guardian  must  evercisc  over  him  ;  with  abihties 

n*V"'r.'/"^  and  vigour  of  mind  eijual  to  the  su])])ort  of  that  authority;  and  the 

u-r.      xvorld  will  expect  thai  the  guardian  be  especially  nualified  by  bis  own 

acfpiiifd  endowments  to  discharge  the  duties  of  that  relation  in  the 

educatitm  of  liis  voun^  i>npiU  to  inspire  him  with  sentimentii  suitable  to 

the  dignity  of  his  birth,  and  to  instruct  him  in  the  principles  of  his 

religion. ]"f 

This,  upon  another  occasion,  is  Mr.  Htistings'  sense  of  the 

man  who  ought  to  be  placed  in  that  situation  of  trust  in 

HisaiMv.int-  wliicli  thc   Company  ordered  him  to  place  him.     Did  Mr. 

womaluo     Hastings  obey  that  order?     No,  my  Lords:  he  appointed 

*•'•'"""••'      no  man  to  fill  that  office.     What,  no  man  at  all  ?     No  :  he 

ap])oint4Ml  no  person  at  all,  in  the  sense  which  is  mentioned 

there,  which  constantly  describes  a  person  at  least  of  the 

male  sex.     He  ai>pointed  a  woman    to  fill  tliat  ofilicc.     He 

appointed  a  woman,  in  a  country  where  no  woman  can  be 

seen — where  no  woman  can  bo  spoken  to  without  the  screen 

of   a  curtain.      For  all  these  various  duties  described  by 


*  Kxtract  from  letter  of  the  Court  of  Directors  to  the  President  and  Conncil 
of  neugal,  28th  August,  1771.  Printed  in  thc  **  Minutes  of  the  ETidence,** 
p.  97a. 

1  Extract  of  a  consultation,  1 4th  September,  1775.  Printed  in  the  ^  KiBntes 
of  thc  T5vidcnr«  "  d.  9'^. 
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himfielf,  with  all  these  qualificationa,  he  appointed  a  woman.  2iapb^i789 
Do  you  want  more  proof  tlian  that  violent  transgression  of 
the  Company's  orders  upon  that  occasion,  that  some  corrupt 
motive  must  have  influenced  him  ? 

My  Lords,  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  state  the  situation  of  Jjjf,^*?  ^' 
the  family,  that  you  may  judge  from  thence  of  the  corrupt  Bcguui. 
motives  of  his  proceedings.  The  Nawab,  Jaffier  Ali  Khan, 
had,  among  the  women  of  his  seraglio,  a  person  called 
Munny  Begum.  Slie  was  a  dancing  girl  whom  he  had 
seen  upon  some  entertainment,  and,  as  he  was  of  a  licentious 
turn,  uiis  dancing  girl,  in  the  course  of  her  profession  as  a 
prostitute,  so  inveigled  the  Nawab  that,  having  a  child  or 
something  that  passed  for  a  child  by  him,  he  brought  her  into 
the  seraglio,  and  the  Company's  servants  sold  to  that  son  the 
succession  to  that  father.  This  woman  was  sold  as  a  slave ; 
her  profession  a  dancer ;  her  occupation  a  prostitute.  And, 
my  Lords,  this  woman,  having  put  her  natural  son,  by  cor- 
ruption, as  we  state  and  shall  prove,  in  the  place  of  the  legi- 
timate offspring  of  the  Nawab,  having  him  placed  by  the 
Company's  servants  in  the  musnud,  came  to  the  head  of  the 
household — that  part  which  relates  to  the  women  ;  which  is  a 
large  and  considerable  trust  in  a  country  where  polygamy  is 
admitted,  and  where  women  of  great  rank  may  possibly  be 
attcmled  by  two  thousand  of  the  same  sex  in  an  inferior 
situation.  As  soon  as  the  legitimate  son  of  the  Nawab  came 
to  the  musnud,  there  was  no  ground  for  keeping  this  woman 
any  longer  in  that  situation,  and,  upon  an  application  of  the 
Company  to  Mohammed  Reza  Khan  to  know  who  ought  to 
have  the  right  to  the  superiority,  he  answered,  as  he  ought 
to  have  done,  that,  though  all  the  women  of  the  seraglio 
ought  to  have  honour,  yet  that  the  mother  of  the  Nawab 
ought  to  have  it.  Therefore  this  woman  was  removed,  and 
the  mother  of  the  Nawab  was  placed  in  her  situation.  In 
that  situation  Mr.  Hastings  found  the  seraglio.  If  his  duties 
had  gone  no  further  than  the  regulation  of  an  Eastern 
household,  he  must  have  kept  the  Nawab's  mother  there  by 
the  rules  of  that  country.  What  did  he  do  ?  Not  satisfied 
with  giving  to  this  prostitute  every  favour  she  could  desire, 
— and  money  must  be  the  natural  object  of  such  a  person, — 
Mr.  Hastings  deposes  the  Nawab's  own  mother ;  turns  her  she  is 
out  of  the  employment,  and  puts  at  the  head  of  the  seraglio  {fti^i  of 
this  prostitute,  who,  at  the  best  of  her  relation  to  him,  could  [,y''M;|^i^*t. 
only  be  a  natural  step-mother.  If  you  heard  of  no  more,  do  "»««. 
your  Lord;$hips  want  anything  further  to  convince  yon  that 
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i  AiK. K^'.i.  tills  must  he  a  violent,  atrocious  and  cornipt,  act — suppose  it 

lijid  <rimo.  no  further  than  the  seraglio?     But,  when  I  call 

ni:n:u'i.'i-     x\^\.^  \\o\\\iin  a  dancinrr  rrirl,  I  state  soincthiunr  lower  tluin 

i!.<<riiMt.  Kuropoans  have  an  idea  of  respecting  that  situation.  She 
was  h(trn  a  slave^  hred  a  dancing  girl.  Her  profcsdionof 
dancing  was  not  any  of  those  noble  and  majestic  niovements 
which  make  part  of  the  entertainments  of  the  most  wise— of 
the  education  of  the  most  virtuous;  which  improve  the 
niannei*d  without  corrupting  the  morals  of  all  civilii^ed 
piHtple ;  and  of  which,  among  uncivilised  people,  the  profcs«)rJi 
have  their  due  share  of  admiration.  But  tliesc  dances  were 
not  doirent  to  be  seen,  nor  fit  to  be  related.  I  shall  pass 
thoni  by.  Your  Loi*dshii)s  are  to  suppose  the  lowest  degree 
of  infamy  in  occupation  and  situation  when  I  tell  you  that 
Munny  Begum  was  a  i^lave  and  a  dancing  girl. 
The  history  of  the  Munny  Begum  is  this : 

["  At  II  villu^o  called  Balcunda,  near  Sekindra,  there  lived  a  widov, 
M'hi>  iVniii  luT  ^reat  ])ov(>rty  nut  bcin^  able  to  bring  up  her  daughter, 
Mniniy,  i^avt^  her  to  a  slave  ^irl  belonging  to  Suramin  Allv  Cawn,  whose 
ii:lmk'  \va.s  Hi.si»oo.  During  the  bpace  of  five  yoara  she  liveu  at  Shahjohan- 
a))a<i,  and  \v:is  educated  1)y  Hissoo  after  the  manner  of  a  dancing  girl. 
Al'ifi-wards,  the  Nabob  Shainut  Jung,  u])on  the  marriage  of  Ikram  iil 
Dimlah,  lirother  to  the  Nabob  Surage  ul  Dowlah,  sent  for  IVissoo  Beg*8 
si-t  of  dancing  girls  from  Shal\jehaiial>ad,  of  which  Muiiny  Begum  was 
one,  and  allowtd  theui  1(),(M)<)  rupees  for  their  expences,  to  dance  at  the 
\vi'ddin«f.  While  the  ceremony  was  celebrating  they  were  kept  by  the 
Naboli ;  1)ut  some  months  afterwards  he  dismissed  them,  and  they  took 
up  their  residence  in  this  city.  Meer  Mahomed  Jaffier  Cawn  then  took 
them  iutA)  keeping,  and  allowed  Munny  and  her  set  500  rupees  per  month ; 
till  at  len>^th,  finding  that  Muimy  was  ])regnant,  he  t4>ok  her  into  his 
house.  She  gnve  birth  to  the  Naf>ob  Nijum  ul  Duwlah ;  and  in  this 
manner  has  she  remained  in  the  Nabob's  family  ever  since/*] 

Now,  it  required  a  very  peeuliar  selection  to  take  such  a 
woman,  so  circumstanced  as  whom  there  was  not  just  such 
another — to  depose  the  Nawab's  own  mother  from  the  supe- 
riority of  the  household,  and  to  substitute  this  woman.     It 
would  have  been   an  abominable  abuse  and  implied  corrup- 
Mr.  Unsj.     tion  in  the  gro.s;?est  degree  if  he  had  stopped  there.     He  not 
il'Iinf^s Till  to  only  did  so,  but  he  put  her  in  the  very  place  of  Mohammed 
ji-iJjiKK-s  I^cza  Khan.      He  made  her  guardian;  he  made  her  regent; 
iiiiuv.  Ijq  made  her  viceroy;    he  made  her  the  representative  of 

the  native  govermnent  of  the  country  in  the  eyes  of  stran- 
gers.    There  was  not  a  trust — not  a  dignity — in  the  country 

*  1'ai>er  inclosed  in  a  letter  trcm  Nonduroy  to  the  Council,  recciTed 
Gth  June.  1775.  Trinted  in  the  "  Appendix  to  the  Minutes  of  the  ETidenee 
.»n  ♦»'-  Si*t^  m.nrf«»  "  No.  98. 
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wliich  he  did  not,  in  the  minorit)  of  this  unhappy  person,  2iArn.i789 
her  stepson,  put  into  the  hands  of  this  woman. 

Resist,  if  you  please^  the  strong  prcsumjition  of  corrup- infcroncoof 
tion  in  disobeying  the  orders  of  the  Company,  directing  him  ^*'^''"i'*»<»"- 
to  select  a  man  fit  to  supply  the  place  of  Mohammed  lleza 
Khan,  to  exercise  all  the  great  and  arduous  functions  of 
government  and  of  justice,  as  well  as  the  regulation  of  the 
Nawab'a  household ;  and  then  I  will  venture  to  say  that 
neither  your  Lordships  nor  any  man  living,  when  he  hears  of 
this  apiK)intment,  does  or  can  hesitate  a  moment  in  seeing 
that  it  is  the  result  of  corruption ;  and  you  only  want 
to  know  what  the  corniption  is.  Here  is  such  an  arrange- 
ment as  I  believe  never  was  heard  of  A  secluded  woman  in 
the  place  of  a  man  of  the  world  ;  a  fantastic  dancing  girl  in 
the  place  of  a  grave  magistrate ;  a  slave  in  the  place  of  a 
woman  of  quality ;  a  common  prostitute  made  to  superintend 
the  education  of  a  young  prince ;  and  a  stepmother — a  name 
of  horror  in  all  countries — made  to  supersede  the  natural 
mother,  from  whose  body  the  Nawab  had  sprung. 

These  are  circumstances  that  leave  no  doubt  of  the  grossest 
and  most  flagrant  corruption.  But  was  there  no  application  Hisrojcc- 
made  to  Mr.  Hastings  upon  that  occasion  ?  Why,  the  sSVabi™^' 
Nawab 's  uncle,  whom  Mr.  Hastings  declares  to  be  a  man  of  p*^™'*"*- 
no  dangerous  ambition — no  alarming  parts — no  one  quality 
that  could  possibly  seclude  him  from  that  situation — makes 
an  application  to  Mr.  Hastings  for  that  place,  and  was  by 
Mr.  Hastings  rejected.  The  reason  he  gives  for  his  rejection 
is,  because  he  cannot  put  any  man  in  it  without  danger  to 
the  Company,  who  ordered  him  to  put  a  man  into  it.  One 
would  imagine  that  this  trust  he  was  going  to  place  in  him 
was  such  as  enabled  him  to  overturn  the  Company  in  a 
moment.  The  situation  in  which  the  Nawab's  uncle  Yete- 
ram-ud-Dowla  would  have  been  placed,  if  he  had  been 
placed  there,  was  this: — he  had  no  troops;  he  had  no  trea- 
sury ;  he  had  no  collections ;  he  had  no  one  circumstance 
under  heaven  to  make  him  dangerous ;  but  was  an  absolute 
pensioner  and  dependant  upon  the  Company,  though  in  high 
office ;  and  the  least  attempt  to  disturb  the  Company,  in- 
stead of  increasing,  would  be  subversive  of  his  own  power. 
Thus,  if  Mr.  Hastings  should  still  suggest  that  there  was  any 
danger  irom  any  man,  we  shall  prove  that  he  was  of  opinion 
that  there  was  no  danger  from  any  one  ;  that  the  Nawab 
was  a  mere  shadow — a  cypher  ;  and  was  kept  there  only  to 
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•ji  .\riM7s'.».  soften  the  English  lirovcrnniont  in  the  eyes  and  opinion  of 
tlio  ntitivcs. 

My  lionlr*,  T  will  dctiiil  that  oircumstnnce  no  longer,  but 
will   hrinjx  some  colliiteral  cirouniBtanccs,  which  will  show 
that  Mr.  llastiii«fs  was  at   that  very  time  conscious  of  the 
wiokutl  and  corrupt  act  ho  was  duin«x.     lie  was  defying  the 
orders  of  the  Conipnny;  he  was  insulting  the  country,  tliat 
had  ncviT  seen  a  woman  in  that  situation  ;  but,  bcr«i<Ie«  this 
foolish  priiu'iplo  of  policy  which  he  ^Ivea  as  a  reason  for  it— 
lu'caiisc^  Y<»ni*  •^ovcM'nniont,  siiys  he,  cannot  be  .supported  by 
M-lMiMmVifv  l)nvaic  justice     that  is  a  favourite  maxim  he  holds  uix)n  all 
'■''''";'"'"*'''■  ot^<*asi(»n»« — beside.^  these  reasons  he  crave  of  his  politic  in- 
jii-^tice,  he  */\\o^  another  reason:  —  the  Company  had  ordercil 
thai  :i(),00()/.  shouhl  be  given  to  such  a  person.     He  found 
lliat  the  Company  could  never  dream  of  givinrj  this  woman 
M)A)iH)f,  a  vear.      He  makes  use  of  that  circumstance  to 
ju-^tify  him  in  putting  her  in  that  place;    for  he  says  the 
Company  could  never,   in   the  distressed  state  of  its  aflfnirs, 
nu»an    to   give    3(),()()()/.    a  year  for  that  office   which  they 
onlered   to  be   lllle<l;    and,  accordingly,  upon   principles  of 
economy,  as  well  as  of  ju'inciples  of  prudence,  he  sees  there 
ccmld  be  no  occasion  for  giving  tliis  salary — that  it  will  Ihj 
saved  to  the  C(»nij)any.     llut,  no  sooner  had  he  given  her  the 
nppointment,  tlmn  that  a])pointment   became  a  gn>und  for 
Th.  :iii..vv.    giving  her  that  money.     The  moment  he  had  ap|H)inted  her, 

I.-.I -.i.       he  overturns  the  very  princijile  uptm  which  he  had  npi>ointed 

her,  and  gives  her  the  3(),()(H)/.,  and  to  the  oliicers  under  her; 
saving  not  one  shilling  to  the  (Naupany  by  this?  infamous 
measure,  which  he  justified  only  uj)on  the  principle  of  ceo- 
ntimy.  Accordingly  that  3(),()()()/.  was  given.  The  princii»lc 
of  economy  vimished  away.  A  shocking  arrangement  was 
made  ;  and  l>engal  saw  a  dancing  girl  administering  its  justice, 
l»residing  over  all  its  remaining  power,  wealth  and  influence, 
Iiojdiuir  out  that  miserable  state  of  degradation  to  the 
natives  of  the  countrv,  and  that  miserable  dishonour  to  tlic 
Knglish  (\)mpany,  by  Mr.  Hastings  abandoning  all  his  own 
pretences. 

Then,  my  Lords,  combine  and  compare  these  circumstances. 
First,  that  he  is  desired  to  name  a  man  :  he  names  a  woman. 
Why?  because  a  man  is  not  to  be  tru.'stcd.  Very  well! 
admit  that  ])retenee.  Allow  it  to  be  policy  .ind  justice. 
Then,  who  was  the  fittest  woman  V  The  Nawab's  mother. 
He  cho'»ses  ji  pr'^stitut'^ — n,  dar^'inu;  girl :  a"d  puts  her  in  her 
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place.  So  that  his  pretence  of  there  not  being  safety  in  a2iAPR.i789. 
man  docs  not  agree  with  naming  that  woman.  lie  rejects 
the  woman  that  was  to  be  named  from  every  tic  of  blood  and 
consideration  of  rank,  whose  every  interest  under  Heaven 
was  bound  up  with  that  of  her  son.  He  next  ovcrtumed 
the  pretended  principle  of  economy  upon  which  he  appointed 
her.  For,  after  pretending  and  holding  out  that  30,000/. 
would  be  saved,  the  30,000^  is  given. 

But  there  is  a  still  stronger  presumption.     The  Company  Ordor  of  the 
onlcred  that  this  person,  who  had  the  management  of  the  tiillTth" 
Nawab's  revenue,  wlio  was  his  guardian,  should  keep  a  strict  tf^xiwah^ 
account,  which  account  sliould  be  annually  transmitted  to  jjj^^j^j^^i* 
the  Presidency,  and  from  the  Presidency  to  Europe.     And 
the  purpose  of  it  was  to  keep  a  control  upon  the  reduced 
ex[>cnses  of  the  sixteen  lacs,  which   were   ordered   in   the 
manner  I  mentioned.     Your  Lonlships  will  naturally  imagine 
that  that  control  was  kept  safe.     No ;  here  Is  the  order  of  the 
Directors,  and  you  will  see  how  Mr.  Hastings  obeyed  it : — 

"  As  the  dislmrsement  of  the  sums  allotted  to  the   Xaboli  for  the 

S maintenance  of  his  household  and  family,  and  the  support  of  his 
i^nity»  ^ill  ])ass  through  the  hands  of  the  minister  who  shall  be  selected 
by  you,  confonnable  to  our  preceding  orders,  we  exi)ect  that  you  will 
require  such  minister  to  deliver  annually  to  your  Hoard  a  regular  and 
exact  account  of  the  application  of  the  several  sums  paid  by  the  Company 
to  the  NalKib.  This  you  ^vill  strictly  examine,  and  we  trust  that  you  will 
not  suffer  any  jiart  of  the  Nabob's  stipend  to  be  ajjoropriated  to  the 
minister's  own  use,  or  wasted  among  the  unnecessary  (lcj)ciidants  of  tlie 
court,  but  that  the  whole  amount  be  applied  to  the  purposes  for  which  it 
wan]  assigned  by  us."* 

One  would  liave  imafj^incd  that,  after  Mr.  Hastings  had  made  The  onior 
so  suspicious  an  arrangement — 1  will  not  call  it  more — ncbyMr.Hnst- 
woiild  have  removed  all  suspicion  with  regard  to  money ;  *"*"• 
that  ho  would  liave  obeyed  the  Company  as  to  the  control 
which  they  had  ordered  to  be  placed  over  a  man— even  a  fit 
man  and  a  man   worthy  of  that  trust.     Wliy,  what  is  his 
answer,  when,  three  years  after,  he  is  desired  to  produce  this 
account  ?     His  answer  is : — 

"  I  can  save  the  Board  the  troul)le  of  this  reference,  by  occpiainting 
them  that  no  such  accounts  have  ever  been  transmitted,  nor,  as  I  can 
affirm  with  more  certain  knowledge,  any  orders  given  for  that  jnirpose, 
[cither  to  Goonlass,  to  whose  office  it  did  not  properly  belong,  or  to 
the  ISegtim,  who  had  the  actual  charge  and  responsibility  of  those] 
disbur8ements."t 


•  Extract  from  letter  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  28th  August,  1771.— Printed 
in  the  "  Minutes  of  the  Evidence,*'  p.  793. 

t  Extnuit  of  Consultation,  2lBt  June,  1775 Printed  in  the  *'  Minutes  of 

the  Eridence,"  p.  983. 
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?i  .\i'.j.i7v».  ]I^.  lij^s;  priveii  \o  tlils  woiiisin  the  clKirgc  of  jiU  the  iliahurse- 
<  nui.t  iiu'iits  of  tlio  Comjiany.  The  ofticer  whom  you  would 
inf.-nva.  iinntjjinc*  would  he  responsiWo  was  not  responsible;  but  to 
this  pro.-titute  and  dancing  jj^irl  the  whole  of  the  revenue 
was  given.  When  h(»  was  ordered  to  transmit,  that  aeeount, 
he  n(U  only  did  not  keen  ^'**^^  account,  but  gave  no  order  that 
it  shouhl  he  kept.  Wy  which  means,  no  doubt  can  be  left 
upon  your  Lordships'  minds  that  the  sixteen  hies,  which  were 
reserved  for  the  sup|)ort  and  dignity  of  the  government  of 
that  country,  were  euiph)yed  in  order  that  Mr.  Hastings 
shouM  have  a  constant  bank  Iroui  which  he  should  draw 
every  corrupt  emohiment  he  should  think  fit,  for  himself  and 
his  associates.  So  your  Ijordshtps  see  that  he  had  put  an 
imprr.p<T  person  there ;  that  he  removed  the  control  ;  that 
the  very  accounts,  which  were  to  be  the  guardians  of  his 
jiurity  and  the  removal  of  suspicion  from  hiui,  he  never  so 
much  as  directed  <u'  ordciv(l.  If  any  one  can  doubt  that 
that  transjiction  was  in  itself  corrupt.  I  can  only  say  that  he 
has  a  mind  and  constitution  of  character  totally  different  from 
that  which  prevails  in  auy  of  the  higher  or  lower  branches 
of  judicature  in  any  country  in  the  world.  The  suppression 
of  an  account  is  a  proof  of  corruption.  That  account  was 
oi'drred,  and  it  was  Mr.  Hastings'  duty  to  see  that  it  was 
k4*pt. 

Mr.  Hastings,  in  doing  acts  of   violence  to    Mohammed 
licza  Khan,  in  making  any  arrangements  of  the  Comj)any's 
aflairs  in  wliich  corru[)tion  had   been  before  exercised,  was 
bound  by  a  particular  responsibility    that    there    should   be 
nothing  mvsterious    in    his  conduct — that  all    the  accounts 
should  at  least  be  well  kept.     He  appointed  a  person  no- 
minally for  that  situation,  namely,  the  Raja  Goordass.    Who 
was  he?     A  pcrs(m  acting,  he  says,  under  the  influence  of 
Uaja  Nundcomar,  whom  he  had  declared  was   not  fit  to  be 
employed  or   trusted.     All  the    offices    were  filled  by  him. 
liut  yut  llaja    (ioordass,  whose  character   is    that    of    an 
excellent  man,  against  whom    there  could    be  no  reasonable 
objection  on   account  of   his  personal   character,  but   who 
wanted  parts,  to  be  supplied   by  Nundcomar,  whose  parts 
Mr.  Hastings  spoke  as    highly  of  as  he  coidd, — had  he  the 
management  ?  No  :  but  Munny  Begum.     Did  she  keep  any 
OnU-rofthe  accounts?    No.    ^Ir.    Hastings    was     ordered — and  a  very 
SrThc""     disagreeable  and  harsh  order  it  was— to  take  away  one  half 
th^ NawSbs  ^^  ^^^  Nawab's  allowance,   which   he   had  by  a  treaty.     I 
oiiowaucc.    '\r^  iint  Miororn  ^Xt'   Hastings  w'  h  *hnt.     He  had  nothing  tu 
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do  with  that.  Sixteen  lues  were  cut  off  and  sixteen  left.  21  apk.i7S9. 
These  two  sums  have  been  distributed,  one  for  the  support 
of  the  seraglio  and  the  [dignity]  of  the  state,  the  other 
for  the  court  establishment  and  the  household.  The  six- 
teen lacs  which  were  left,  therefore,  required  to  be  well 
economised  and  well  administered.  There  was  a  rigour  in 
the  Company's  order  relative  to  it  ;  which  was,  that  it 
should  take  place  by  an  antedated  time,  and  that  for  the 
whole  course  of  a  year.  The  order  was  that  the  Nawab's 
stipend  should  be  reduced  to  sixteen  lacs  a  year  from  the 
month  of  January.  Mr.  Hastings  makes  this  reflection  upon 
it,  in  order  to  leave  no  doubt  upon  your  mind  of  his  integrity 
in  administering  that  great  trust.     He  says, — 

"  Your  order  for  the  reduction  of  the  Nabob's  stipend  [was  commu-  Mr.  Hast- 
nicuted  to  him  in  the  month  of  December  17/1.  He  remonstrated  i"K?' o*'^""" 
against  it,  and  desired  it  might  again  be  referred  to  the  Company.  ITie  thc*order! 
Board  tacitly  acquiesced  in  his  remonstrance,  and  the  subsequent 
pajrments  of  his  Rti])cnd  were  made  as  before.  I  might  easily  have 
availed  myself  of  this  plea.  I  might  have  treated  it  as  an  act  of  the  past 
||rovernment,  ^ith  which  I  had  no  cause  to  interfere,  and  joined  in  assert- 
mg  the  impo.ssibilit^'  of  his  defraying  the  vast  expense  of  his  court  and 
household  without  it ;  which  I  could  have  proved  by  ])lausible  arguments 
drawTi  from  the  actual  amount  of  the  Nizamut  and  BehlacstablLshmcnts, 
and  both  the  Naliob  and  the  Begiun  would  have  liberally  purchased  my 
for1>earunc*e.  Instead  of  pursuing  this  plan  I  carried  your  orders  rigidly 
and  literally  into  execution.  I  rcducccl  the  Nabob's  sti^tend  from  the 
date  on  which  the  first  notification  of  it  was  made  to  him.  I  imdertook 
myself  the  laborious  and  renroachful  task  of  limiting  his  charges  from  an 
excess  of  his  former  stii)ena  to  the  sum]  of  his  reduced  allowance."* 

He  says  in  another  place, — 

"  'ITie  stoppage  of  the  King's  tribute  was  an  act  of  mine,  [and  I  have 
Ijecn  often  reproached  with  it.  It  was  certainly  in  my  i>ower  to  have 
ccmtinucd  the  payment  of  it ;  and  to  have  made  my  tenns  with  the  King 
for  any  part  of  it,  which  I  might  have  chosen  to  resen'e  for  my  own  use. 
He  would  have  thanked  me]  for  the  remainder.*' 

My  Lords,  I  believe  it  is  a  singular  thing,  and  which  your 
Lord?hi])s  have  been  very  little  used  to,  to  see  a  man  in  the 
situation  of  Mr.  Hastings,  or  in  any  situation  like  it,  so  ready 
in  knowing  all  the  resources  by  which  sinister  emolument 
may  be  made,  by  which  it  may  be  concealed,  and  in  which 
under  pretences  of  public  good,  it  may  be  transferred  into 
the  pocket  of  him  who  uses  those  pretences.  He  is  resolved, 
if  he  is  innScent,  that  his  innocence  shall  not  proceed  from 


♦  Extract  from  letter  of  Mr.  Hastings  to  the  Directors,  25th  March,  1775.— 
tainted  in  the  "  Minutes  of  the  Evidence,'*  p.  0S4,  and  in  Appendix  I.  to  the 
Eleventh  Keport  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Affairs  of  India,  1783. 
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.•I  Ai'u.iTMi.  Ij^nonmco.       lie     well    knows   the    wayj*   of  falsifying  the 
Company's   accounts;  he  well  knows  the  ncee.ssitie«  of  the 
niiiives  ;  and  knows  thai,  by  l>iiying   a  purl  of  then*  duc^s, 
they   will    be  ready  to   <;lve    an    acquittance  of  the  whole. 
These  are  niarks  ol*  Mr.  Ilastingd'  knowledtrc  which  your 
Lordship:?  will  sec  he  well  knows  how  to  avail  himself  of 
i»:i.viiiiui or       ])ut  yon  would  expect  that,  when  he  reduced  the  allow- 
aU'.xv'inr..     ance  to  sixteen    lacs,   and  took    credit   to   hiniself  in  this 
i^yMT/uii',!. '*"!>*"^'J^^>  li^*  '^J>^1   i*^   t'is^t,  instimcc  done  what  he  professjcd ; 
»nK«*.  j^,n]^  from  his  rl^i^our  and  his  cruelty  arj^uing  his  strict  and 

literal  obedience  to  the  Company,  that  he  had  done  it.  The 
very  reverse  :  for  it  will  be  in  proof  that,  after  he  had  pre- 
tended to  reduce  the  Company's  allowance,  from  the  ilay  in 
which  he  said  he  had  entirely  execnted  it,  he  continued  it  a 
twelvemonth  longer,  and  entered  a  talec  account  of  the 
sui»[)re8vsion  in  the  Ccunpany's  accounts.  And  wdicii  he  has 
taken  a  credit,  as  under  pretence  of  reducing  that  allowance, 

^uluUifiT  '*^'  1»*»*^*^  y(>,0()()/.  more  than  he  ought  Can  you  have  a 
doubt,  of  the  man  who  eonnnitted  all  that  fraud,  nuule  nee  of 
all  this  fabrication  and  suppression,  that  that  90,000/.,  of 
which  he  ke|)t  no  account  and  transmitted  no  account,  \yf\> 
money  given  to  himself  for  his  own  jirivatc  use  and  advan- 
tan;c  y 
iMirtiiuii.,  This  is  all  tliat  T  think  necessary  to  state  to  your  Lord- 
iniiiNKtii.ti.  shi[»s  upon  this  m(»ustrous  part  of  the  arrangement.  Aiul, 
thrr(»foro,  from  his  n<xorous  obedience  in  cases  of  cruelty, 
and,  where  coercion  was  expected,  from  his  total  disobe- 
dience, and  IVom  the  choice  of  persons,  there  arises  a  stronir 
inference  of  corruption.  From  his  supin*ession  of  the  account:^ 
tliMl  ought  to  have  been  prodiu^ed,  and  falsifying  the  accouniff 
that  were  kept,  Vhen  your  Lordships  see  it  in  proof, your 
l.ordshij)s  will  justify  me  in  saying  that  there  never  wns, 
taking  every  jiart  of  the  arrangement,  such  a  direct  open 
violation  of  any  tru<t.  lici'ause,  wherever  there  arc  pecu- 
niary trusts  and  pecuniary  transactions,  accounts  ougnt  to 
be  kc])t  accurately  of  all  such  transactions.  When  accounts 
are  not  ke[it  when  ordeis  for  keeping  them  are  disobeyed — 
when  false  accounts  are  substituted  in  the  stead  of  them — 
there  must  be  something  evil  to  cover.  T  shall  say  no  more 
with  regard  to  the  appointment  of  ilunny  IJegiini. 

My  liords,  here  ended  the  lirst  scene  ;  and  here  ends  thnt 
body  of  presumj)tion,  arising  from  the  transaction  and 
inherent  in  it,   which  I  have   brought  ^or  your  Loixlships' 

"•miswjijr'it'on 
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Now,  my  Lordd,  the  next  part  tlmt  I  am  to  bring  before  21  Apb.  itso. 
you    18,    the  i)08itivc   proof  tnat    was   given  of  a   corrupt  ohar^ 
tRinsaction,  in  a  l)U8ines8  in  which  I  am  sure  you  alrcaciv  '^royight 
pcc  that  corruption  must  exist.     Tliat  charge  was  brouglit  Ha»tinp«hy 
by  a  person  in  the  highest   trust  and  eonfidence  with  Mr.  *  ""  ^"*^' 
Hastings — a  person  employed    in  the  management  of  tlic 
whole  transaction — a  person  of  most  entire  confidence  in  the 
subordinate  management,  under  Munny  Begum,  of  all  the 
pecuniary  transactions  and  all  the  arrangements  made  upon 
that  occiision. 

On  the  11th  day  of  March,  1775,  Nundcomar  gives  to 
Mr.  Francis,  a  iiicml)er  of  the  Council,  a  charge  against  Mr. 
Hastings,  consisting  of  two  parts.     The  fii*8t  of  these  charges  NunUcomar 
was  a  vast  number  of  corrupt  dealings,  of  which  he  was  oni""l\ot  n 
the  informer,  but  not  the  witness,  but  to  which  he  indicated  Si'jr'i  ''*" 
the  modes  of  inquiry.      And  they  are  corruptions,  as  Mr.  ^^^^^  <*'^ 
Hastings   himself  states   them,   amounting   to   millions   of  *^^***'*^'' 
rupees  ;  and  in  transactions  every  one  of  which  implies  in 
it  the  strongest  degree  of  corruption. 

The  next  branch  was  of  those  to  which  he  was  not  only  a  wiinoss  in 
an  informer  but  a  witness,  in  having  been  the  person  who  |,raiwh?"^* 
himself  transmitted   the  money  to  Mr.  Hastings  and  the 
agents  o(  Mr.  IListings.     And,  accordingly,  upon  this  ])art, 
which  is  tlie  only  part  which  we  charge,  his  evidence  is  clear 
ami  full,  that  he  gave  the  money  to  Mr.  Hastings — he  and 
the  IJegum — for  I  put   tlie    whole   body  of  these   people 
together.     Accordingly,  he  states  that  Mr.  Hastings  received  c^h.-irgcof 
for  the  appointment  of  Munny  Begum  to  the  Rajashif)  two  {JriiKMj^twa 
lacs  of  rupees,  or  about  22,000Z. ;  and  that  he  received,  in  fe'J'i^J^'" 
another  gros.-;  sum,  one  lac  and  a  half  of  rupees ;  in  all  making  lit^im, 
tliree   lacs    and   a  half,   or   about   36,000/.    This   [charge] 
was  signed  by  the  man  and  accompanied  with  the  account. 

Mr.  Hastings  on  that  day  made  no  reflection  or  observa-  Attempt  hy 
tion  wluitever  uj^on  this  charge,  except  that  he  attempted  toinf?sio 
excite  some  suspicion  of  Mr.  Fnmcis,  who  had  produced  it,  (Vn^iitoii'** 
ad  knowing  of  the  transaction  and  having  been  the  principal  Mr.rrancis. 
mover  in  it.    He  asks  Mr.  Francis  that  day  this  question: — 

[*•  The  Ciovcmor  General  obser\'e3,  as  Mr.  Francis  haa  been  pleased  to 
inform  the  Board  that  he  was  unacquainted  with  the  contents  of  the 
letter  sent  in  to  the  Board  by  Nundcomar,  that  he  thinks  himself  justi- 
fied in  carr}'inj<  his  curiosity  further  than  he  should  have  jiennittcd 
himself  without  such  a  j)revious  intimation  ;  and,  therefore,  hep;3  leave  to 
a^k  Mr.  Francis  whether  he  was  l)efore  this  acquainted  with  Nundcomar's 
intention  of  brin;{in>(  such  eharj^es  against  him  lieforc  the  Board.  Mr. 
Francis — *As  a  member  of  this  Council,  I  do  not  deem  myself  obliged  to 
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:\  \i  ji. IT"''.!,  aii^wti*  any  (|iirsti<Mi  i»f  nuri'  ciirinsity.  1  am  willing, liouyvcr. tu  iiifunii 
tilt- (iiivi'i nor  (ioiu-ral  (liiit.  though  I  was  tot:illv  uiiao«|UJiinte(l  with  ihe 
coiitiiits  iif  till*  |)a|MT  I  have  now  dfliviTt'il  in  to  llif  Huard  till  I  h«.-aril 
it  riad,  I  did  iipprt'lirnd  in  ^roiJond  that  it  contained  some  charge 
against  hiiti.  It  was  this  uppn-ht'nsion  that  made  made  mc  so  iKirticu- 
hirly  cautious  in  the  manner  of  receiving  the  llii^a*s  letter.  I  was  not 
acciuaintcd  with  lUija  NuudcoinarV  intention  of  hnn^in^j^  in  such  charjrcs 
as  an»  iiientiuncd  in  the  letter."]* 

.,.,  ,  .  -  Now,  wli:it  the  diitv  of  Mr.  IIaj?tinj^s  ami  the  Council  \vii.s 
in.iiiirv  into  ii|M»ii  I'oci'iviii;^  sucli  lut'ofmation,  1  shall  beg  leave  to  state 
larpr.  ^^^  y^mf  Lonlr^hlps  Iroiii  the  (Vmipaiiy  s  order?*.  But,  before 
1  mcnt'nni  tliem,  I  niii'st  (d)?orve  that  by  the  Act  of  Tar- 
lianuMit,  which  wae'  i^ujjposed  to  be  iiKule  upon  account  of 
the  ncjj^lcct  of  tlie  Company,  as  well  iw  neglects  of  their 
servants  and  for  whicli  general  neglects  responsibility  was 
tixcd  upon  the  Company  for  the  future,  while  for  the  present 
their  authority  was  suspended,  and  a  Parliamentary  commis- 
sion scut  out  to  regulate  their  aftairs — the  Company,  beiii'r 
ortlcnd  by  Parliament  to  instruct  their  .servants,  upon  that 
occasion  did  make  a  general  code  and  body  of  instructions 
to  be  observed.     The  3.'3th  paragraph  says, — 

*•  We  direct  that  you  immediately  cause  the  stritrtest  inquirj*  [to  he 
maile  into  all  opprevsiou'*  which  nmy  have  l>epn  ccmmiitted  either  ajruinst 
the  natives  or  Kuropeans;  an<l  into  all  ahuses  that  may  have  j>revaih^l 
in  the  collection  of  the  revenues,  or  any  part  of  the  civil  government  of 
the  Presidencv ;  and  that  you  communicate  to  us  all  inf'onnation  wliieli 
you  nuiy  be  ahle  to  learn  relative  thereto,  or  to  any  diG^si pat-ion  or  em- 
bezzlement of  the  Company's  nnmey."']t 

Vour  Lordships  see  here  that  there  is  a  direct  duty  fixed 
upon  them,  to  forward  —to  promote — to  set  on  foot — without 
exception    of  any    i)ersons    whatever,   an    inquiry    into   all 
mainier   of  corru[)tion,  peculation  and  oppression.     There- 
fore  it  was  a  case  exactly   within   the   Company's  orders. 
Such  a  charge  was  not  sought  out,  but  was  actually  laid 
before  them.     But,  if  it  had  not  been  actually  laid  before 
them,  if  they  had  any  reason  to  suspect  that  such  corrup- 
tions existed,  they  were  bound  by    this  order  to  make  an 
active  inquiry  into  them. 
N.>in(|uiry        Upim  that  day — the  11  til  — nothing  further  passed;  and, 
IIv^mV.'i'iiLi- !»'*?  I'ar  as  we  can  find  from  Mr.  Hastings,  that  charge  might 
intrs.  have  stood  upon  the  reconls  for  ever,  without  his  making 

the  smallest  observation  upon  it  or  taking  any  one  step  to 
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ear  liw  own  character.     But  Niindcoinar  was  not  tjo  in- 2iArR.i7«». 
:t€ntivc  to  his  datics,  as  an  accuser,  as  Mr.  Hastings  was  to 
is  dutici>,  as  an  inquirer.     For,  two  days  after,  upon  the 
Ptft  Board  day  that  he  could  come,  without  one  inoiiient's 
jlay,  he  delivers  the  following  letter:  — 

*'  1  had  the  honour  to  lav  before  vou  [in  a  letter  of  the  1  Ith  instant,  Ixttorof 
I  abstratied  but  true  account  of  the  conduct  of  the  Honourable  ^  ""'''^*"*''* 
ovemor  in  the  course  of  his  administration.  What  is  there  written  I 
can  not  in  the  least  to  alter ;  far  from  it.  I  have  the  strongest  written 
nichers  to  produce  in  support  of  what  I  have  advanced,  and  I  wish 
id  intreat,  for  my  honour's  sake,  that  you  will  suffer  ine  to  appear 
:fore  you  to  establish  the  fact  by  an  additional  incontcstible  evidence.'*]* 

My  Lords,  I  will  venture  to  say,  if  ever  there  was  an 
ccuscr  that  appeared  well  and  with  weight  before  any  body, 
.  was  this  man.  He  does  not  shrink  from  it.  His  ideas  of 
onour  were,  that  he  was  to  meet  the  person  he  charged 
icc  to  face  ;  to  make  g<x)d  his  charge  by  his  own  evidence, 
nd  further  evidence  that  he  should  produce.  There  never 
id  appear,  before  any  body  whatever,  a  charge  more  worthy 
y  be  inquired  into. 

Your  Lordships  have  seen  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings 
n  the  first  day.  You  have  seen  his  acquiescence  in  it. 
^ou  have  seen  the  suspicion  he  endeavoured  to  raise.     Now  spcciiu-  rha- 

am  to  remark  upon  this  accusation,  before  I  say  what  Mr.  charge. 
laatings  thought  of  it,  that  it  is  a  specific  accusation,  coming 
rom  a  jKirson'  knowing  the  very  transaction  and  known 
o  be  concerned  in  it ;  that  it  was  an  accusation  in  writing ; 
hat  it  was  an  accusation  with  a  signature ;  that  it  was  an 
ccusation  with  a  person  to  make  it  good  ;  that  it  was  made 
before  a  competent  authority,  and  made  before  an  autliority 
)0und  to  inquire  into  such  accusation. 

When  he  comes  to  produce  his  evidence,  he  tells  you  first 
he  sums  of  money  given,  the  specie  in  which  they  were 
;iven,  the  very  bags  in  which  they  were  put,  the  exchange 
hat  was  made  by  reducing  them  to  the  standard  money  of 
he  country  ;  he  names  all  the  persons  through  whose  hands 
he  whole  transaction  went,  eight  in  number,  besides  himself, 
^lunny  Begum  and  Goordass,  making  eleven,  all  referred  to 
n  this  transaction.  I  do  believe  tluit,  since  the  beginning 
»f  the  world,  an  accusation  never  was  or  ever  a[)peMred 
yhich  it  was  more  necessary  to  take  notice  of;  because  there 
lever  was  an  accusation  which  put  a  false  accuser  in  a  worse 
ituation,  and  that  put  an  honest  defendant  in  a  better.    For 

•  X^rintcd  in  the  **Minate8  of  the  Evidence,"  p.  1004. 
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"' •^I!11J''*''' llierc  was  uvory  lucaiiri  of  collation,  every  mcaiis^  of  com- 
paririini,  overy  luoans  of  cross  examining,  every  means  of 
control.  IMici'cj  \va."5  irvi-ry  way  of  siftin*;!^  evidence  in  which 
evidence  couKI  be  Mfted  ;  eleven  witnesses  to  the  trans- 
action,  wlu)  are  referred  t(» ;  all  the  |)articulars  ;  the  bankers 
to  whom  ptiid,  the  liands  through  which  paid,  the  8pccic  in 
which  paid,  the  money-bags  In  which  pnt.  There  is  every 
cinMnnsiance  that  would  give  any  jiersou  that  was  accused 
tlic  advantage;  of  showing  the  falsehood  of  the  accusatiou. 
(iiMieral  accusations  may  be  treated  as  Ciihimnies,  but 
particular  accusations  like  these  afford  the  defendant,  if 
innocent,  every  means  that  can  be  thought  of  for  niakin^r 
his  defence,  'rhercfore,  the  very  making  no  defence  at  all 
upon  it  would  prove  beyond  all  doubt  a  consciousness  uf 
guill.  Therefore,  the  first  witness  we  mean  to  bring  before 
your  Lordships  is  Xuudcomar. 

Vir''li-is/.''  '''^^'  "^*'^^  thing  your  Lordships  will  see,  is  the  conduct 
iiicsiii'nr.r.  iSlr.  1  la-tings  held  upon  this  occasion.  You  would  imagine 
iliam''!  "  ihat  he  had  collecied  himself  upon  the  occasion  ;  that  he  had 
treated  the  accusation  witli  a  cold  and  manly  disdain  ;  that 
he  had  chaUenged  antl  defied  incpiiry,  and  desired  to  see  his 
accuser  face  lo  face.  This  is  what  any  man  would  do  in 
sucli  a  situation.  I  can  conceive  very  well  that  a  man  coui- 
])0scd,  firm,  and  cidlected  in  himself,  conscious  of  not  only 
iiitetrritv  l)ut  known  Intcijritv,  conscious  of  a  whole  life 
beyond  llie  reach  of  suspicion,  i]i  a  situation  of  that  kind 
may  oppjK-e  general  character  to  general  accusation,  and 
stand  eolleclcd  in  himself,  [)oised  on  his  own  base,  and  dc- 
fyinix  all  the  calumnies  in  the  world.  But  as  it  shows  a 
great,  and  is  a  ]»n>of  of  a  virtuous,  mind  to  despise  calumny, 
it  is  the  proof  of  a  guilty  mind  to  despise  a  specific  accu- 
sation, when  made  before  a  coni|>etent  authority  and  with 
competent  means  to  prove  it.  As  Mr.  Hastings*  conduct 
was  what  no  man  living  expected,  I  will  venture  to  say 
that  no  expression  can  do  it  justice  but  his  own.  Upon  the 
reading  this  letter,  and  a  motion  being  made  that  Raja 
Xundcomar  be  brought  before  the  Board  to  prove  the  charge 
against  tlu*  Governor  Gencnd,  the  Governor  General 
enters  the  foUowinix  minute  : — 

JlUniiniitv.  [*' B(f()r(Mli(M]iu stum  is  jmt,  I  declare  that  I  will  not  suffer  Nund- 
jl"^.'','.''!'^'"^  (M)ni»r  to  a])|)oar  l»doro  the  Hoard  n«  my  urcusor.  I  know  what  belong 
iiiiiiiiiior  ti)  the  dignity  and  eharacter  of  the  first  incmber  uf  this  administration. 
Xuniliiimar  \  will  not  fiiit  at  this  Hoard  in  the  eharacter  of  a  rriniinal ;  nor  do  I 
"lini  'W'kiiowled^e  the  'Members  of  this  Ht)ard  to  be  my  jud^^cs.     I  am  rwhiccd 

,\     hit     ic^nsior    ^"^  inn.Vn  tin    IcclaTi**''*"    ^i^p*  '  '"'»lf  i]|)on  G'*icnil 
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Clavcriiif;^,  C«)loncl  Monson  and  Mr.  Francis,  as  ray  accusers.  I  cannot  2i  Aprjtho. 
prove  tliis  in  the  direct  letter  of  the  law,  but  in  my  conscience  I  regard 
them  as  such,  and  1  will  ^ivc  my  reasons  for  it.  On  tlieir  arrival  at  this 
place,  and  on  the  first  formation  of  the  Council,  they  thou|<ht  pro])er  to 
take  immediate  and  decisive  measures  in  contradiction  and  for  the 
rcjieal  of  those  which  were  forined  by  me  in  conjunction  with  the  last 
Mininistration.  I  ai>|)ealed  to  the  C(mrt  of  Directors  from  their  acts. 
Many  subsequent  letters  have  been  transmitted  both  by  them  and  by 
mc  to  the  Court  of  Directors.  By  me  in  protestation  against  their 
conduct,  by  them  in  justification  of  it.  Quitting  this  ground,  they  since 
api>ear  to  me  to  have  chosen  other  modes  of  attack,  ap])arently  calcu- 
lated to  divert  my  attention  and  to  withdraw  that  of  the  ])ublic  from  the 
subject  of  our  first  differences,  which  regarded  only  the  measures  that 
were  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  service,  to  attacks  directly  and 
personally  levelled  at  me,  for  matters  which^tend  to  draw  a  perstmal  and 
|M>pular  odium  uijon  me,  and  fit  instruments  they  have  found  for 
their  purpose, — Mr.  Joseph  Fowke,  Mahrajah  Nundcomar,  lloo])narain 
Chowdry,  and  the  Ranny  of  Burdwan.  It  ap|>ears  incontestably  upon 
the  records  that  the  charges  i>referred  by  the  Ranny  against  mo  i)ro- 
cecded  from  the  office  of  Mr.  I'owke.  All  the  pa])ers  transmitted  by  her 
came  in  their  original  form,  written  in  the  English  language,  some  with 
Persian  ])a])crs,  of  which  they  were  supposed  to  be  translations,  but  all 
strongly  marked  \vith  the  character  and  idiom  of  the  English  language. 
I  a[)plied  on  Saturday  last  for  Persian  originals  of  some  of  the  ])ai)ers 
sent  by  hcr«  and  I  was  refused.  I  am  justified  in  declaring  my  firm 
belief  that  no  such  originals  exist.  With  respect  to  Nundcomar's  accu- 
sations, they  were  delivered  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Francis,  who  has 
declared  that  he  was  called  upon  by  Rajah  Nundcomar,  as  a  duty 
Monging  to  his  ofiice  as  a  councillor  of  this  stute,  to  lay  the  })aekct 
which  contained  them  before  the  Hoard.  That  he  conceived  that  he 
could  not  c<msistently  with  his  duty  refuse  such  a  letter,  at  the  instance 
of  a  person  of  the  Rajairs  rank,  and  did  accordingly  receive  it,  and  lay  it 
iK'fort*  the  Hoard,  declaring  at  the  same  time  that  he  was  unaccpiaintcd 
with  the  contents  ()f  it.  I  Iielieve  that  the  Court  of  Directors,  and  those 
to  whom  these  jiroceedings  shall  be  made  known,  will  think  diUcrently 
of  this  action  of  Mr.  Francis :  that  Nimdcomar  was  guilty  of  great 
insolence  and  disrespect  in  the  demand  which  he  made  of  Mr.  Francis ; 
and  that  it  was  not  a  duty  belonging  to  the  oflice  of  a  councillor  of  this 
state  to  make  himself  the  carrier  of  a  letter  which  would  have  been 
much  more  proj>erly  conunitted  to  the  hands  of  a  peon  or  hircarra,  or 
dplivere<l  bv  the  writer  of  it  to  the  secretary  himself.  Mr.  Francis  lias 
acknowlrdg(rd  that  he  apprehended  in  general  that  it  contained  smne 
charg(>  against  me.  If  the  charge  was  false  it  was  a  libel ;  it  might  have 
l>cen  false  for  anything  that  Mr.  Francis  could  know  to  the  contrary, 
since  he  was  unaccpiaintcd  with  the  content js  of  it.  In  this  instance, 
therefore,  he  incurred  the  hazard  of  presenting  a  hbel  to  the  Hoard  ;  this 
was  not  a  duty  belonging  to  his  office  aa  a  councillor,  of  this  state.  1 
must  further  inform  the  Hoard  that  I  have  been  long  since  acquainted 
with  Nundcomar's  intentions  of  making  this  attack  upon  me.  llnppily 
Nundcomar,  among  whose  talents  fur  intrigue  that  of  secresy  is  not  the 
iirst,  has  licen  ever  too  ready  to  make  the  first  publication  of  his  own 
intentions.  I  was  shown  a  paper  containing  many  accu.sations  jigains 
me,  which  I  was  told  was  carried  by  Nundcomar  to  Colonel  Monson, 
explaining  the  nature  of  those  chargers.  I  mention  only  what  1  was 
told ;  but  as  the  rest  of  the  re^iort  which  was  made  to  mc  corresponds 
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111  Artt.iT'^ii.  exactlv  vvitli   what  lias  hap]>enc(i  since,  T  hoi)e  I  shall  stand   aoi|uitted 
"  to  my  siippriors  and  tii  the  world  in  having;  ^iven  so  much  credit  Uiit 

as  to  brinj;  the  rinMiiiistance  upon  reoonl.  I  cannot  recollect  the  precipe 
lime  in  which  this  is  said  to  have  1ni]ipened,  hut  I  helieve  it  was  either 
helun*  or  at  the  time  of  the  despatch  of  the  Ihite  and  Pacific.  TIjb 
cliar^e  has  Kinee  un(kT^r)ne  Homc  alteration,  hut  of  the  copy  of  the 
|)iipiT  which  was  dcliven'tltome  eontainin<r  the  original  charj^e  I  causeda 
tntnslation  to  he  iiuide.  When  sus|K*ctin(rthe  n»newal  of  the  auhject  in  this 
day's  consultjition.  I  hroii^dit  it  with  me,  and  I  desire  it  may  Im.*  rcconied, 
tliat,  when  our  superiors  or  tht^  world,  if  the  world  is  t4)  be  made  jud((c 
of  iny  conduct,  shall  1m'  possessed  of  these  materials,  the}'  may,  hy 
ci impaling  the  suitposed  ori^^inal  and  amended  list  of  accusations 
pri'terred  against  me  hy  NundetMiiar.  jnd^e  how  far  I  am  justified  in  the 
cn'dit  wliich  1  ^ive  to  the  re]>orts  above  mentioned.  I  do  not  mean  to 
infer  fnmi  what  1  have  said  that  it  makes  anv  alteration  in  the  nature  of 
the  chari^es  whether  they  were  delivered  immediately  fmm  my  ostensible 
accusers,  or  whether  they  came  to  the  Hoanl  throuf^h  the  channel  of 
patron;ij?e,  but  it  is  sufficient  to  authorize  the  conviction  which  I  feel  in 
my  own  mirul  that  those  gentlemen  are  {larties  in  the  accusations  of 
which  tliey  assert  the  ri|;ht  of  bein<;  the  judy^es.  From  the  first  com- 
mencement of  this  administration,  every  means  have  lieen  tried  both  to 
deprive  me  of  the  lejjal  authority  with  which  I  have  been  trusted  and  to 
proclaim  the  annihilati<m  of  it  to  the  world ;  but  no  instance  has  yet 
appeared  of  this  in  so  extraonlinary  a  decree  as  in  the  question  now 
beiore  the  lioard.  The  chief  of  the  administration,  your  superior, 
gentlemen,  appointed  iiy  the  lefrislature  itself,  shall  1  sit  at  this  Hoard 
to  l»e  arnii^ned  in  the  presence  of  a  w«»trh  whom  you  all  know  to  Ijc 
one  of  the  basest  of  nmnkind?  I  believe  I  need  not  mention  his  name, 
liut  it  is  Nundcomar.  Shall  1  sit  here  to  hear  men  ccdlccted  fnmi  the 
drears  of  the  people  ^ive  evidence  at  his  dictating  a^faiust  my  character 
aiul  conduct  ?  1  will  not.  You  may  if  you  please  form  yourselves  into 
a  ciMumittee  for  the  investij^ation  of  these  matters  in  any  manner  which 
you  may  think  pro])cr,  })ut  I  will  repeat  that  1  will  not  meet  Nundcomar 
at  the  H(»ard,  nor  sidfer  Nundcomar  to  be  examined  at  the  Doard,  nor 
have  you  a  ri|^ht  to  it,  nor  can  it  answer  any  other  ]iuqM>se  than  that  of 
vilityin}{  and  insulting  me  to  insist  upon  it.  1  am  sorry  to  have  found  it 
necrssary  to  deliver  my  sentiments  on  a  subject  of  so  im]K>rtant  a  nature 
in  iin  un])n'meditated  minute  drawn  from  mc  at  the  Hoard,  which  I 
should  have  wished  to  have  had  leisure  and  retirement  to  have  enabled 
me  to  ex])ress  myself  with  that  de^rree  of  caution  and  exactness  which 
the  subject  requires.  I  have  said  nothinf]^  but  what  I  believe  and  am 
morally  certain  I  shall  stand  justified  for  in  the  eves  of  my  suixrriors 
and  the  eyes  of  the  world  ;  but  I  rescn'e  to  myself  the  liberty  of  addinji 
mv  furtlier  sentiments  in  such  a  manner  and  form  as  I  shall  hereafter 
ju(lj;e  neeessarj'.*']* 

My  Lords,  you  nee  here  the  picture  of  the  man  drawn 
by  himself.  You  see  the  hurry,  the  pasnion,  the  precipi- 
tiilion,  the  confusion  in  which  lie  is  thrown  by  all  the 
p(^r[)]exity  of  detected  guilt.  You  pec,  my  Lords,  that, 
iuijtead  of  defending  himself,  instead   of  suffering    his    ac- 
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*user  to  go  on,  he  rails  at  his  accuser  in  the   most  indc-  2^apr.i7S9. 

3cnt  language,    calling  him  a  wretch  whom  they  all  knew 

to  be  the  basest  of  mankind ;  that  he  rails  at  the  Council, 

by  attributing  their  conduct   to  the  worst  of  motives;  that 

lie  mils  at  everybody,  and   supposes   an    accusation    there 

brought    to  be  a   libel.      In    short,    you   see  plainly    that 

Jie  man's  head  is   turned.     You  see  there  is  not   a   word 

lie  feKiys  upon  this  occasion  which  has  common  sense  in  it. 

You  see  one  great  principle  leading  in  it — that  he  does  not 

r)nce  attempt  to  deny  the  cliarge.    He  attempts  to  vilify  the 

witness;  he  attempts  to  vilify  those  he  supposes  to  be  his 

Eux^users  ;  he  attempts  to  vilify  the  Council ;  he  lies  upon 

the  accusation ;    he  mixes  it  with  other  accusations  which 

had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  out  of  the  whole  of  that  he 

collects  a  resolution —of  what? — to  meet  his  adversary  and 

defy  him?  No  ; — that  he  will  not  suffer  him  to  appear  before 

him.     ^*  I  will  not  sit  at  this  Board  in  the  character  of  a 

criminal ;  nor  do  I  acknowledge  the  Board  to  be  my  judges." 

He  was  not  called  upon  to  acknowledge  them  to  be  his  insobjee. 
judges.     Both  he  and  they  were  called  upon  to  inquire  into  B««rii as  Wa 
all   corruptions    without   exception.     It  was  his   duty,  not^"'***"*' 
merely  to  traverse  and  oppose  them,  while  inquiring  into 
acts  of  corruption,  but  he  was  bound  to  take  an  active  part 
in  it  ;  that,  if  they  had  a  mind  to  let  such  a  thing  sleep  upon 
their  records,  it  was  his  duly  to  have  brought  forward  the 
inquiry.     No  :  "  I  won't  suffer  Nundcomar  to  appear  here ; 
nor  do  I  acknowledge  the  members  of  this  Board  to  be  my 
judges."      They    were  not  his  judges.    They   were  not  his 
accusers.     They  were  his  fellow  labourers  in    the  inquiry 
ordered  by  the  Court  of  Directors,  their  masters,  to  purge 
him  of  that  corruption  with  which  he  stood  charged.     He 
soys  Nundcomar  is  **  a  wretch,  whom  you  all  know  to  be  tlie  iiis  dpinm- 
bascjit  of  mankind."     I  believe  they  did  not  know  the  man  to  Nuiidcomar, 
l)e  a  wretch  or  the  basest  of  mankind.  But  if  he  was  a  wretch,  "ai^op. 
and  if  he  was  the  basest  of  mankind,  if  he  was  guilty  of  nil 
the  crimes  with  which  we  charge  Mr.  Hastings — not  one  of 
which  was  ever  ])roved  against  him — if  he  was  all  that  ? — If 
any  of  your  Lordships  were  to  have  the  misfortune  to  be 
before   this   tribunal,  before  any  inquest  of  the  House  of 
Commons  or  any  other  inquest  of  this  nation,  would  you 
not  say  that  it  was  the  greatest  advantage  under  heaven  to 
you  that   the  man  who  accused  you  was  a  miscreant,  the 
vilest  and  basest  of  mankind,  by  the  confession  of  nil  the 
world?     Do  mankind  really  then  think  that  to  be  accused 
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:!i  Ai'iMT^u.  I»y  mcii  of*  lioinuir — of  wcicjlit — of  character — upon  prol)abIc 
oiiar^o.-*,  is  an  ailvanta<^o  to  tliem  ;  and  to  be  accused  by  the 
basest  (if  mankind  is  a  disadvantage?  No  ;  give  mo,  it' ever 
1  am  to  liavi^  acruscrs,  miscreants,  a?»  he  calls*  him  in  another 
plac(» — **  wretches — the  basest  and  vih*8t  of  mankind."  The 
I>oard,  says  lus  are  my  aceuscrs.  If  they  were,  it  was  their 
duty ;  but  they  were  not  his  accusers,  but  were  inquiring 
into  matters  whieli  it  was  equally  his  duty  to  inquire  into, 
lie  would  n(»t  suiler  Xundcomar  to  be  produced.  He  would 
not  sutler  Xuudeumar  to  be  examined.  I le  rather  suftennl 
sueh  an  ae<Misation  to  staml  apainst  his  name  and  character 
than  permit  it  to  be  iutiuired  into.  Do  I  want  any  other 
))resnmpti(m  tijjon  the  spot  of  his  iruilt,  upon  such  an  occa- 
sion, than  such  eondnct  as  this? 
nispivii..us  This  man  whom  lie  calls  "a  wretch — the  basest  and  viK'rt 
'  .^Vi''"".iV!  (»t*  mankind" — was  muloubtcdly  bv  himself,  in  the  recortls  of 
ni.i.iM.r       ||,,»  C'om|)any,  ticclared   to   lie  one  of  the  first  men  of  that 

country,  and  everythini]^  tliat   a  subject  could  be — a  |)er8on 

ilhistrious  lor  his  birth,  sacred  with  regard  to  his  caste, 
opulent  in  his  fortune,  eminent  in  his  situation;  who  had 
IIIUmI  the  very  first  oflices  in  that  country  ;  that  he  was 
atlde<l  U\  all  that,  a  man  of  most  acknowledged  talents,  ninl 
of  sut'h  a  su[)eriority  as  made  the  whole  ])eo]de  of  l^engul 
ap]»ear  to  be  an  inferior  race  of  bcinpfs  comj)ared  with  him: 
and  a  man  whose  outward  ajipcarancc  and  demeanour  was 
ummI  lo  cause  reven-nee  and  awe,  and  who  at  that  time  waa 
near  70  years  of  age,  which,  without  any  other  title,  gene- 
rally demands  respect  from  mankind.  And  to  call  him  the 
basfst  of  m:inkind  I — a  name  which  no  man  is  intitled  to  call 
another,  till  h(;  has  proved  something  to  justity  him  in  so 
doing  I  \(»twilhstanding  his  opulence,  his  high  rank, 
si  at  ion  and  birth,  he  despises  him,  and  will  not  sutler  him  to 
he  hoard  as  an  accuser  before  him. 
Tiio  wi h'lii  I  will  venture  to  say  that  Mr.  Hastings,  whether  he  is 
satiun"'  eh^vated  by  i)hilosophy  or  intlated  by  pride,  is  not  like  the 
air.vi.ii  uv  r(i^t  (>f  mankind.  Do  we  not  know  that,  in  all  accusations 
i:ui.i-^..f  preferred  bv  any  persons,  a  ffreat  part  of  their  weight  and 
authority  conies  Irom  the  cliaracter,  the  situation,  the  name, 
th(»  description,  the  otiice,  the  dignity,  of  the  person  who 
brings  the  accusation  ?  Mankind  are  so  made,  we  cannot 
resi>t  it;  audit  has  weight,  and  ever  will  hnve  prima  facif 
weight,  in  all  the  triluuials  in  the  world.  If  it  1x5  a  person 
of  bad  morals,  joined  with  all  that,  then  I  admit  that  those 

i»o#'  inonilM  go   to   ♦•iWc  awav  frop-   ♦hp  'VAirrjif  of  tho  othefB ; 
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b  for  a  proof  of  that  you  must  liavc  some  other  grounds  21  aph.itso. 
in  the  charges  and  the  railing  of  the  culprit  against  him. 
ja  Nundcomar  was  a  man — and  it  is  not  degrading  to  iji*fii  ixwi- 
tir  Lordships  to  say  he  was — equal,  according  to  the  idea  NmnU-omar. 
his  country,   to  the  rank  of   any   peer  in  this  House; 
sacred  as  a   bishop — with  as  much  gravity  and  authority 
a  judge,   he  was  a  Prime   Minister  in  the  country   in 
lich  he  lived :  and  this  man  he  says  is  a  wretch  that  he 
II  not  suffer  to  be  brought  before  him ! 

If  I  were  to  say  that  his  passion  is  a  proof  of  his  guilt  ?  Tho  miwipr 
t  there  is  an  actitm  which  is  more  odious  than  tlic  crimes  ooiiiar  tin- 
attempts  to  cover ;  for  he  has  murdered  this  man,  by  the  ISri^'ui^t- 
nds  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey.     And,  if  his  Counsel  should  be  *"'"• 
wise  enough  to  endeavour  to  detract  from  the  credit  of 
i«  man  by  the  pretended  punishment  to  whicli  they  brought 
n,  we  will  open  that  dreadful  scene  to  your  Lordships, 
d  you  will  see  that  it  does  not  detract  from  his  credit,  but 
ingfl  an  eternal  stain  and  dishonour  upon  the  justice  of 
•eat  Britain.     I  say  nothing  further  of  it     As  he  stood 
jre — as  he  gave  that  evidence  that  day — that  evidence 
18  to  be  received.     It  stands  good,  and  is  a  record  against 
r.  Hastings,  with  this  addition — that  he  would  not  suffer  it 
be  examined.     He  railed  at  his  colleagues.     He  says,  if  Ch-argo 
B  charge  was  false  they  were  guilty  of  a  libel.     No :  it  may  iWuS^iit  by 
the  effect  of  conspiracy  ;  it  may  be  punished  in  another  i^|^^*^[,',«t 
ly,  if  it  is  false  ;  but  it  is  no  libel.     But  the  whole  of  tliis  ii>e  (;oiinrii. 
to  discountenance  inquiry,  to  bring  an  odium   upon  his 
llcagucs  for  doing  their  duty,  and  to  prevent  that  in([uiry 
lich  could  alone  clear  his  character. 

Mr.  Ila^^tings  had  forgotten  the  character  which   he  had 
fcn  of  Nundcomar.     lie  says  that  his  colleagues  knew  and 
»ro  perfectly  well  acquainted  that  he  was  **  a  wretch — the  ^.\\^J^^J;,J[„"' 
sest  of  mankind."  Now  here  is  the  character  Mr.  Hastinfjcs  ff»vi  n  wy 

Air.  U;i"<t- 

ve  of  him  wlien  going  to  put  him  in  the  presidenoy.  inu's. 
am  to  let  your  Lordshi[>s  know,  that  you  may  under- 
ind  fully  the  purpose  for  which  Mr.  Hastings  declared 
18,  when  he  was  going  to  place  Nundcomar  in  that  situa- 
»n,  all  his  Council,  whom  he  stated  himself  to  be  under 
spicion  of  being  bought  by  Mohanuned  Reza  Khan — all 
osc  i)erson8  with  one  voice  cried  out  against  Nundcomar ; 
d,  as  Mr.  H^ostings  was  of  the  faction  the  most  opposite  to 
iindcomar,  they  charge<l  him  with  direct  inconsistency  in 
itfing  Nundcomar  to  that  trust ;  which  inconsistency 
r.  Hastings  could  not  repel  any  other  way  than  by  de- 
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ji  Mu. i:yi.  Undini^  Niindroinsir.  The  \veif];ht  of  tlicir  objections  chiefly 
l:iy  to  hi."*  politioiil  chanioter.  His  moral  character  was  ndt 
disoiis.-riMl  ill  that  jirooocMling.     He  says, — 

"Thf  Pn-Hliltiit  il.io.s  luit  take  u|Kin  him  to  vindicate  the  moral  oha- 
ructrr  ol*  Niiiiclciniiar.  [His  sentiments  of  this  man *s  former  politiral 
ritiiihict  :irr  not  unknown  to  the  (*onrt  of  Directors,  who  he  is  iier- 
siuulfd  will  he  nuMv  inclined  to  attrihnte  hiu  present  countenance  of  iiim 
to  iM.'itivcs  of  Y.vii]  and  lidelity  to  the  service,  in  rcpuf^nancc  iierhaps  to  his 
ou  II  iii(]in:itions,  than  to  any  pre<hIection  in  his  favtnir.  He  is  vei}'  well 
a('(|n:iinted  with  most  of  tht>  facts  alluded  to  in  the  minute  of  the 
majority,  having  hecn  a  principal  instrument  in  dctecthi^f  them  ;  never- 
llicless,  he  thinks  il  hut  justice  to  make  a  distinctitm  between  the 
\  I  datioii  of  a  trust  and  an  offence  committed  against  our  government 
hy  a  man  who  o\M>d  it  no  allegiance  nor  was  indebted  to  it  for  protection, 
Imt,  on  the  contrary,  was  the  minister  and  actual  servant  of  a  master 
whos«'  intcrrst  natumlly  suifgested  that  kind  of  policy,  which  sought 
liy  fon-ign  aids  and  the  dimiiuiti(m  of  the  power  of  the  Company  to  raise 
h's  own  (M)nM-(inen('e  and  to  re-establish  his  authority.  He  has  never 
];.'t'ii  <liargi*rl  with  any  instance  of  inficlelity  to  the  Nabob  Meer  Jaffier, 
tin*  i"o»stant  tirror  of  whose  {uditics,  from  his  first  accession  to  the 
Ni/aiinit  till  his  tleath,  correspcmded  in  all  jxunts  so  exactly  with  the 
nititirrs  which  were  dctcctt-d  in  his  minister  that  they  may  be  as  fairly 
asciil)cd  to  tlic  one  as  to  the  other.  Their  immediate  object  was  Ik-yond 
ipKsiion  the  au'u'i'andisenu'nt  of  the  fonner,  thtmgh  the  latter  had  ulti- 
niat(l\  }•!»  eijual  interest  in  their  success,  'llie  opini(m  which  the  Nahdh 
himself  entertained  of  the  services  and  of  the  fidelity  of  Xundconiar 
evidently  appeared  in  the  distinguished  marks  which  he  continued  to 
shew  him  of  his  favour  and  confidence,  to  the  latest  hour  of  his  life. 
His  conduct  in  the  succeeding  administration  appears  not  only  to  have 
been  dictated  by  the  same  prin(rii)les  ;  but,  if  we  may  lie  allowed  to  S])eak 
favonnd)ly  of  any  measures  which  opposed  the  views  of  our  own  goveni- 
nu'Ut  and  aimed  at  the  8U])port  of  an  adverse  interest,  surely  it  was  not 
only  not  culpable  but  even  praiseworthy.  He  endeavoured,  as  appeani 
by  the  abstracts  before  us,  to  give  consequence  to  his  master,  and  to 
|)avc  the  way  to  liis  independence  by  obtaining  a  fimiaun  from  the  Kini; 
for  liis  ap|)i»intmeut  to  the  Subaship  ;  and  he  opposed  the  promotion  of 
MahouK  t  licza  ('awn,  because  he  looked  upon  it  as  a  supercession  of  the 
lights  and  authority  of  the  Nabob.  He  is  now  an  absolute  dependant 
:in«l  subject  of  the  i'ompany]  on  whose  favour  he  must  rest  all  his  hojies 
«)f  future  advancement.'** 

The  character  here  given  liim  is  that  of  an  excellent 
])atriot  ;  a  character  that  all  your  LordshipSy  in  your  several 
situations,  as  you  may  be  called  to  thcni,  will  envy;  the 
character  of  a  servant  who  stuck  to  his  master  a^niinst  all 
forei<;n  encroachments;  who  stuck  to  him  to  the  last  hour  of 
his  life,  and  had  the  dying  testimony  of  his  master  to  his 
.services. 


*  Minute  of  Mr.  Hastings,  28th  July,  1772— Printed  in  the  **  Minutes  of 
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Was    Sir  John   Clavoring — was   Colonel    Monson — was  21  ArajTsa. 
Mr.  Francis — to  know  tliat  this  man,  of  whom  Mr.  Ilastinjrs  tiu'  council 
had  given  that  character  upon  the  records  of  the  Company,  cmnting" 
was  "  the  basest  and  vilest  of  mankind  ?"     No ;  they  ought  ^'""^^•o*"*''- 
to  have   esteemed   him  the  contrary.     They  knew    him  to 
be  a  man  of  rank ;  they  knew  him  to  be  a  man,  perhaps, 
of  the  first  capacity  in   the  world ;  and  they    knew    that 
Mr.  Hastings  had  given  this  honourable  testimony  of  him  on 
llie  records  of  the  Company  but  a  very  little  time  before ; 
and  there  was  no  reason  why  they  should  think  or  know,  as 
he  expresses  it,  that  he  was  ^^  the  basest  and  vilest  of  man- 
kind/'    Therefore,  from  the  account  of  Mr.  Hastings,  he 
was  a  person  competent  to  accuse  — a  witness  fit  to  be  heard  ; 
and  that  is  all  I  contend  for.     Mr.  Hjistings  would  not  hear 
him  ;  he  would  not  sufier  the  charge  he  had  produced  to  be 
cxamineil  into. 

It  will  appear  to  your  Lordships  that  he  employed  him  to  Nundcomar 
inquire  [into  the  conduct  of]  and  to  be  the  principal  manager  Mr.  iiast-  ' 
of  a  prosecution  against  Mohammed  Keza  Khan.     Will  you  "miuJ^Jr"^ 
Buftcr  this  man  to  qualify  and  disqualify  witnesses  and  prose-  i{iJj*Khaii! 
cutors,  agreeably  to  the  purposes  which  his  own  vengeance  and 
corruption  may  dictate,  in  one  part,  and  the  defence  of  those 
corruptions  may  dictate  in  the  other  ?  Was  Nundcomar  a  per- 
son fit  to  be  employed  in  the  greatest  and  most  sacred  trusts 
in  the  country,  and  yet  not  fit  to  be  a  witness  to  the  sums  of 
money  which  he  paid  Mr.  Hastings  for  those  trusts  ?     Was 
Nundcomar  a  fit  witness  to  be  employed  and  a  fit  person  to 
be  used  in  the  prosecution  of  Mohammed  Keza  Khan,  and 
yet    not   fit  to   be   employed    against    Mr.   Hastings,  who 
himself    had    emjjloyed   him  in    the    very   prosecution    of 
Mohammed  Reza  Khan  ?     If  Nundcomar  was  an  enemy  to 
Mr.  Hastings  he  was  an  enemy  to   Mohammed  lleza  Khan; 
and  Mr.  Hastings  employed  him,  avowedly  and  professedly, 
on  the  reconls  of  the  Company,  for  the  very  qualification  of 
that  enmity.     Was  he  "  a  wretch,  the  basest  of  mankind," 
when  opi>osed  to   Mr.  Hastings  ?     AVas  he  not  as  much  a 
wretch  and  as  much  the  basest  of  mankind  when   Mr.  Has- 
tings employed  him  in  the  prosecution  of  the  first  magis- 
trate and  first  Mohammedan  in  Asia?     Mr.  Hastings  shall 
not  qualify  and  disqualify  men  at  his  pleasure.     He  must 
accept  them  such  as  they  are ;    and  it  is  a  j)rc8umption  ol' 
his  guilt,   accompanying   the    charge,  and   which    1    never 
will   sei)anite  from  it,  that  he  would  not  suft'er  the  man  to 
be  produced  who  made  the  accusation.     The  accusation  was 

VOL.  II.  D 
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21  Arij.iTso.  so  mjidc,  .«o  \vitno?sc«l,   so  dL'taiied,  bo  specific,  so  entered 

upon  record,  so  entered  upon  record  in  consequence  of  the 

inquiries  and  orders  of  the  Company,  thnt,  that   evidence 

standing  iq>on  that  paper  and  in  those  records  in  witness 

again.-it  him  of   the  corruptions  charged    in  that   paper,  I 

contend  that  his  refusal  and  rejection  of  inquiry  into  thein 

is  a  prcsumi)tion  of  his  guilt. 

Mr.  Hast.         He  is  full  (»f  thc  idea  of  his?  dignity.     It  is  right  for  every 

ih^nsioil'tr/r  man  to  preserve  his  dignity.     There  is  a  dignity  of  station 

Ins  iiuriiiiy.  ^^^jj'j^^ij^  j^  u^.^,^  j^.^^  ju  trust  to  prcservc.     There  is  a  dignity  of 

personal  character  which  every  man,  by  being  made  man,  is 

to  preserve.      Hut  you  .see  Mr.  Hastings'  idea  of  dignity  lias 

no  connection  with    integrity  ;    it  has  no  connection  with 

honest  fame  ;  it  has  no  connection  with  the  reputation  which 

he  is    bound  to  pn?scrve.      What,   my  Lords,  did  he  owe 

nothing    to  the  Company  that   had    appointed    him?     Did 

he  owe  nothing  to  the  Legislature  ?     Did  he  owe  nothing  to 

your  Li)rd,ships,  and  to   the  House  of  Commons,  who  had 

appointed  hiinV     Did  he  owe  nothing  to  himself? — to  the 

country  that  Innc  him?    Did  he  owe  nothing  to  the  world, 

and  its  opinion,  to  which  every  public  man  owes  a  reputation? 

What  an  example  was  here   to  hold  out  to  the  Company's 

servants  I 

Hispntrnco      Ml*.  Hastinjrs  savs.  this  mav  come  into  a  court  of  iustice: 

Ins ii.finoo   it  Will  coinc  iiito  a  court  ol  uisticc: — **  1  reserve  my  aefcnce 

.'niVu'"-!     on  the  ooeasicm  till  it  comes  into  a  court  of  justice,  and  here 

1  make  nt)  o])positi(m  to  it.''     To  this  I  answer,  that  the 

C-ompany  did    not   order   him  so   to   reserve    Iiimself,  but 

ordered  him  to  be  an  inrpiirer  into  those  things.     Is  it  a 

lesson  to  teach  to  the  inferior  servants  of  the  Company,  that, 

provided   they  can  escaf>e  out  of  a  court  of  justice  by  the 

back  dt)ors  and  sallyports  of  the  law — by  artifice  of  plead- 

incr — },v  thosi»  strict  and  risijorous  rules  of  evidence  which 

have  been  established  for  tiie  j)rotcction  of  innocence,  but 

which   by  them   might   be  turned   to   the    protection   and 

sujiport  of  guilt — tliat  in  that  case  they  may  escape,  and 

that  is  ent)ugh  f<»r  them  ? — that  an  Old  Bailey  acquittal  is 

enough  to  establish  a  fitne.ss  for  trust ;  and  that,  if  a  man 

shall  go  ac(iuittcd  out  of  that  court,  because  the  judges  arc 

bound  to  acquit  him  against  the  conviction  of  their  own 

opinion,  when  every  man  in  the  market-place  knows  that  he 

is  guilty,  he  is  fit  ibr  a  tru**t  ? 

Ill  effi\?t  Is  it  a  lesson  to  hold  out  to  the  servants  of  the  Company 

ofqiinl!>""T  *h"*-   -inon  *hc  firs*^  iiiqi"'^  that  '«  miu^f^  ir>*o  ♦he  first  '*oi- 
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riiption,  by   the   persons   authorised  to  inquire  into  it,   he  2iApn.i789. 
uses   all    the  powers   of    that  trust  to  quash  it,   vilifying 
his  colleagues,  vilifying  his  accuser,  abusing  everybody,  but 
never  denying  the  charge?     His  associates  and  colleagues 
astonished  at  this  conduct,  so  wholly  unlike  every  thing  that 
had  ever  appeared  of  innocence,  request  him  to  consider  a 
little  bettep.    They  declare  they  are  not  his  accusers.    They 
tell  him    they  are  not   his  judges;    that  they,  under   the 
orders  of  the  Company,  are  making  an  inquiry,  which  he 
ought  to  make.     He  declares  he  will   not  make  it.     He  is 
then  driven  to  the  wall.     He  says, — **  why  do  you  not  form 
yourselves  into  a  committee?     I  will  not  suffer  these  pro- mg motive 
ceedings  to  go  on,  as  long  as  I  am  present."     Mr.  Hastings  J^tliS^to 
plainly  had  in  view  that,  if  the  proceedings  had  been  before  the  Council 
a  committee,  there  would  have  been  a  doubt  of  their  authen-  themselves 
ticity,  as  not  being  before  a  regular  Board ;  and  he  con-  lUittei?^"*" 
tended  that  no  regular  Board  could   be  without  his  own  ^"^"^'y- 
presence  in  it.     A  poor,  miserable,  scheme  for  eluding  this 
inquiry,  partly  by  saying  that  it  was  carried  on  when  he  was 
not  present,  and  partly  by  denying  the  authority  of  the  Board. 

I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  great  question  that  arose  Dissolution 
upon    that  occasion,  whether,  a   Governor  General  being  comuUby 
resolved  to  dissolve  a  Board,  the   Board  have   a   right  to  fnjj?.""**^' 
sit     afterwards.       It  is  enough  that    Mr.    Hastings  would 
not  suffer  them,  as  a  Council,  to  examine  into  what,  as  a 
Council,  they  were  bound  to  examine  into.     He  absolutely 
declared  the  Council  dissolved  when  they  did  not  accept  his 
committee;  for  which   they  had  many  good  reasons,  as  I 
shall  show  in  reply,  if  necessary,  and  which  he  could  have 
no  one  gooil  reason  for  propor^ing.     He  then  declares  the 
Council  di.^solved. 

The   Council,  who  did   not   think  Mr.   Hastings  had   a  Persistence 
power  to  dissolve  them  while  proceeding  in  tht*  di^rharge  of  ciunthe"" 
their  dut  v,  wont  on  as  a  Council.     Thev  called  in  Nuiulcomar  ""i"^'>- 
to  support  his  charge:  Mr.  Hastings  \vithdrew.    ?Jundcomar  Protimtion 
was  asked  wliat  he  had  to  say  further  in  support  of  his  own  ronuir  of 
evidence?     Upon  which  he  produces  a  letter  from  Muniiy  IfjuJjy^y^ 
Beirum — the  dancing  jrirl  that  I  have  spoken  of — in  which  she  «»»«"">  >"• 

^^  ^^  ^^  ^  Ki  men  11k 

gives  him  directions  and  instructions  relative  to  his  conduct  iiimas  to  the 
in  every  part  of  those  bribes;  by  which  it  appears  that  the 
corrupt  agreement  was  made  in  general  for  her  office  with 
Mr.  Hastings,  through  Nund(»omar,  before  he  had  quitted 
Calcutta.  It  points  out  the  execution  of  it,  and  the  manner 
in  which  every  part  of  the  sum  was  paid ;  that  one  lac  was 
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'Z\  \ii;.  iT  ■..  |):ii(l  l>y  lu'ivcli',  ill  (':ili-iilt:i :  Ji  liic  wlileh  she  onlorod  Xuiul- 
A.ii-.u.i:  ..r  fomar  ti  hnnivv,  aii«l  wliirli  In*  did  1k>ito\v  t\)r  the*  priyinent 
111.  i.:;i.;.    j,j"  ;\i,.^  1  histiiiji-s  ;  and  a  lac  and  ii  hall' wlut»li  were  iriven  to 

hiiiu  JK'sith's  iliis  ]»urcha:?(i  numcy,  under  colour  of  an 
nitcrtaimiuMit.  This  h'tlrr  wma  produced — trans^jated — 
exaniiiu'd — cnlicisid — [iroved  tn  have  the  seal  of  the  Begum 
---acknowlodirtd  tt>  have  no  (»ne  mark  iiny  otlier  than  nt' 
autlMMilirity  uimui  it:  and  as  sneli  (.-ntc^vd  uimn  the  ConipaiiyV 
rc<*(>rils,  <';)nlirniin;x  -'uid  support ini:!;  the  evidenee  of  Nund- 
<'«)niar.  part  hy  j)art  and  cirennistance  by  circunistaiice. 
And  I  am  to  n mark  that  this  doeunieut,  delivered  in,  linj! 
nrver  heen  litiirated  or  controverted  in  the  truth  of  it,  from 
that  day  to  this,  hy  Mr.  Ilastinjjjs.  So  that,  if  there  was  no 
niorr,  Iumc  is  enouirh  upon  tliis  business. 

T\voi:i-s  V(jur  Lordships  will  remark  that  this  eharge  consisted  of 

I  i V I'll  'IS  *  *' 

iiiroii  Jr.iif:  l\v(^  |)-irts     two   lacs  that  wei'e  given  for  the  corrupt  pur- 

'irliVaNnn      chast*.  (if  tlic  ofiioi',  and  one  lat?  and  a  half,  iLTiven  in  reality 

inhsiis.i-     |;,j.  iijj,  .<;jn,v  imrpose,  hut.  muh'r  the  colour  of  what  is  called 

Cijiii....        :in  rnti-rtainment.      Now,  in  the  course  of  these  proceediuL^s, 

n^.'ih'r"'''"  *^  '^♦'''  th.uiirlit   necessary  that  Mr.  Ilastinprs'  bauya,  Cantuo 

h.ri.n-ti„.     l*,:il !(>:»-  a   urimr    your    Lordships  will    be   well    actpiaintod 

with,   and  who  vas  the  minister  in  this  and  all  the  other 

transactions   of   Mr.  llastinirs—  should  be  called  before  the 

r»{Kirl,  to  explain  some   circum.<tances  in   the  proceeding*. 

Mr.  lla-tiuLis  ordered  his  banva — a   native — TH)t  to  attcinl 

the  >overcimi  IJonrd  appointed  I )y  Parliament  for  the  govcrn- 

lui'Mt  of  tliMt  e(»'.iniry  and  for  the  inquiry  into  those  tmnsar- 

tions.     lie  tauLrht    the    natives,    not   onlv    to    disobey  the 

01.W..11..V  orders  of  tli(»   court   of  Directors,  enibrced  by  an    Act  uf 

iiiU.  iimV..    Parliament,  hut  he  tauixht  his  own  servant  to  disobey,  and 

:»i.i..:ir.        (ndcre<l   hiiu  not    to  a]>pear   before   the    Hoard.     (Juarrels, 

duels,  and    niluM*    mischief,   arose  upcm    it.     In   short,  Mr. 

llastinirs  raised  every  i)ower  of  heaven  and  of  hell  \\])0\\  this 

subject;   hut  in  vain — the  iiutuiry  went  on. 

Mr.  \UA'         \\^  ii^,f.^  ,10^  meet  Nuiulcoinar;  he  was  afraid  of  him.    He 

rut.s  \iiu.i-  was  not  ne«^hgent  of  his  defence,  for  he  flics  to  the  Supreme 

rvnvpirux    ( -ourt.     llcthcre  prosiH'uted  an  in(piirv  ai^ainst  Nundcomar 

for  a  conspiracy  ;  he  faile<l  in  it.    Then  he  attemjitcd  several 

(jther  things,  and  disabled  Nimdconiar  from  appearing  before 

the  Hoard  by  havinp^  him  imprisoned,  and  he  utterly  crippled 

that  pari  of  the  pro.secution  airain.st  him.    But,  as  guilt  is  never 

Th.^rimnni  jil)le  tlioron*rldv  U\  escape,  it  did  so  happen  that  the  C/Ouncil— 

t In- inquiry   inulmg  uionstrous  uetieiencie.s  in  the  iJeguin  s  afiairs,  fmdiui; 

•!\):vxu^\^^^^'f   tbr  \a\v»l'^  allt»wM\pe  ^dl  *i'oiapdoriwl     t|>nt  the  mo.st  sacred 
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pensions  In  it  were  left  iin paid—  that  nothing  but  ditiorilor  and  -i  Api'-  i*«>. 
Cdiifiii^ion  reigned  in  the  whole — that  the  Kuwab'rf  education  the  xii^aVs 
was  neglected —that  he  could  scarcely  read  or  write — that  ^'^^"^* 
there  waa  scarcely  any  mark  of  a  man  left  in  him,  except  tlio:?e 
which  nature  had  at  first  iiuju-inted — all  these  abn.ses  exist- 
ing in  a  body  before  them,  they  sent  up  to  inquire  into 
them.  Mr.  Hastings  found  that,  this  business  being  divided 
into  two  parts,  the  cliarge  must  come  fully  against  him.  He 
contrived  a  plan,  which  your  Lordships  will  see  the  effects 
of  presently,  which  was,  to  separate  the  lac  and  a  half  irom 
the  two  lacs  given  directly  and  specifically  as  a  bribe,  and, 
whenever  any  payment  wfis  to  be  proved  of  these  two 
lacs,  which  he  knew  would  be  proved  sigainst  him,  and  which 
he  never  did  deny,  he  contrived  this  finesse  [of  diverting 
the  incjuiry  to  the  lac  and  a  half].  Accordingly,  the  proof 
of  the  money  is  somewhat  different  and  in  some  circum- 
stance's agreeing,  and  we  shall  bring  before  you  the  whole. 

The  first  part  of  the  proof  of  the  two  lacs,  as  I  stated,  is  iwfsoftiic 
proved  by  Nundcomar — proved  with  all  the  means  of  dctec- lac*. 
tion  which  I  stated.  The  next  is  Munny  Begum's  letter, 
the  authenticity  of  which  was  established  and  never  denied 
by  Mr.  Hastings.  They  next  sent  to  inquire  of  Raja 
Goordass,  who  had  the  management  of  the  Nawab's  treasury. 
He  verbally  gave  an  account  perfectly  corresponding  with 
that  of  Nundcomar  and  the  Munny  Ikgum's  letter.  He 
tiieri  gives  in  writing  an  attestation,  every  point  of  which 
agrees  correctly  with  the  others.  So  that  there  are  three 
witnesses  upon  this  business.  And  he  shall  not  disqualify 
llaja  (ioordass;  because,  whatever  character  he  thought  to 
give  Nundcomar,  he  has  given  the  best  of  characters  to  liaja 
Cioordjurs.  He  was  emi)loyed  by  him  in  occupations  of 
trur*t ;  antl,  therefore,  any  objections  to  his  competency  could 
n<»t  exist ;  he  has  himself  given  every  authenticity  to  the 
arcount.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  his  attesta- 
tion, and  what  he  had  before  deposed  by  word  of  mouth;  and, 
lastly,  ]Mr.  Hastings  gives  him  a  character  establishing  his 
credibility. 

Having  got  thus   far,  the  only   thing  that  remained  was  Proof  of  tii« 
to    look    into   the   offices,    and    see    whether   any   trace    of  |"[f.o»"ai*id 
them    was  to  be  found  there.       The   offices    were    thrown  ^^»^*^*"**^- 
into  confusion  in  the  manner  you  will   hear;  but,  upon   a 
strict  iiKjuiry,  there  was  an  office  paper  produced,  called  by 
e*)mc  persons  a  warrant,  though  it  is  ef  another  nature  -  a 
trcasuiy  warrant,  in  which  it  aj)pears  that  one  lac  and  a  half 
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lmai-k.j:"'.!.  of  this  inoiiry  was  <ksiic(l  to  be  bi*ou(rht  to  the  Nawah  bv 

the  t)Hirer.-  of  the  treasury,  and  a  question  was  asked  of  hiui, 

*•  To  what  account  am   I  to  enter  this  money  wbich  I  gave 

to   Mr.  I  last  nigs?"     To  which   he  says,  *'  Write  it  oiF  to 

expense/'     It'  there  had  been  a  head  of  entertainment  e?ta- 

l)lishe<l  as  a  regidar  ailiiir,  the  officer  would  never  have  gone 

lo  the  Nawab  and  a-^ked  under  what  name  to  enter  it ;  but 

he  I'ound  an  irreguhu*  ail'air,   which  he  did  not  know  what 

lieail  to  put  under,  and  accordingly  it  is  written  oft*  *'  A  lac 

autl    half  given    to   Mr.   Hastings,    to    expense.*'      All   the 

original  proceedings — every  one  of  them — carry  it  that  there 

are  three  hies  and  a  halt ;  two  lacs  by  way  of  bribe,  one  lac 

and  a  liall'  under  the  colour  of  an  entertainment. 

i:ii.j.riv..ui'        Mr.  lla.-lings  endeavt»urs  Xo  invalidate  the  first  obliquely, 

riiu..  l.Mnn-'  not  directly,  for  he  never  denied  it  ;  and  partly  to  admit  the 

iwotnm.s.     serond,  ill   hopes  that  all  the  proof  of  payment  of  the  first 

juti.i.jN         clii'.rort!   .should   l)e   uuMm'd   and  confounded  in   the    second. 

And,  therefure,  your  Lonlships  will  see,  fnmi  the  beginning 

<if  that  business  till  it  eaine  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Smith,  his 

agt^ut,  then  ajipraring  in   the  name  and  character  of  sigent 

and   .-olieitor  to  the  r(»mpany,  that   this  was  done   to  give 

some  appearance  j;nd  colour  to  it  by  a  i'alsc  representation, 

a*i  yoiu*  Lonlship-  will  see,  of  every  jiart  of  the  transaction. 

I'h  "SO  were  the  piuof>  o\'  the  business  of  the  two  lacs — the 

evidence  »»f  Nundcomar.   the   letter  of  Munny  liegum,  the 

evi<ltiu('  of  Jiaja  (ioordass. 

I'intii.r  Tli(«  evidrnee  c»l'  the  lac   and  a  half  by  way  of  entcrtain- 

rivriiVi.r''   tnenl  was  at  iir-t   tlu^  same;  and,  after,   begins    a  series  of 

i'^iXia!'/^'^  [iroot's.  which    Mr.    Hastings,    instead    of   endeavouring  to 

prevent  or  {a  battle,  has  hinirrelf  helped  us  to.     For,  in  the 

iirsr  phu'c,   this  oilico  paper  is   produceil  as    if    it    were  in 

snj»]n»rt  of  iljat  division,  t(»  establish  that   head:  and  he  did 

jiMt  hiniseir  re-ist   that  he   re<'eived  a  lac  and  a  half,  because 

upon  that  lac  and  a    half  he  had  founded  some  principle  of 

juslilieatiou.      Accordingly  this  otKce  paper  asserts  and  j)rovcs 

this  lac  and   a  half  to  be   s.i  given,  in  addition  to  the  other 

ruiujiihsi..;!  [noofs.     'I  hen  Muiiuy  liegiun  herself  is  iutpiired  of.     There 

'iVv^Mr.'Vi'il^t- '""  '^  eonunis>ion  aj»j>i!inted  to  go  up.     Mr.  Hastings  objects  to 

iiiL^tu         Mr.  (lorin^'ri  evidence  upon   this  occasion,  and,  accordingly, 

Mniiiiy        he  sends   np    a  conunission  himself     Mr.  (loring  had  given 

direct  evidence  that    the  liegum  had  put  a  i)aper  of  accounts 

out  of  her  hand,  through   her  son,  into  his — which  evidence 

.shall     be    uiven     at     voiir   Lordshi])s*   bar — in    which    she 

evp'V'ssly  said  that  fi'»e  travc  him  -^  lac  ?»"d  a  half  tor  enter 
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t:iinnieut.     Then  he  appoints  another  inquiry.  He  wanted  to  2iapr.i78». 
i*u[>crs?cde  Mr.  Goring  in  the  inquiry,  and  he  appoints,  witli  secoi^n- 
the  consent  of  the  Council,  two  creatures  of  his  own  to  ffo  *IT'^:  *Vv 
and  assist  upon  that   inquiry ;  and  the  question  he  puts  to  i^im- 
thein  in  that  inquiry  is  this, — 

*•  Was  the  sum  of  money,  charged  by  you  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Hastings, 
given  as  an  idea  of  entertamment  customar}',  or  upon  what  other  ground, 
or  upon  what  other  reason  ?" 

He  desires  the  following  questions  may  be  proposed  to  the  SS^wSd  by 

ocgum.  Bcf^um. 

'*  Was  any  application  made  to  you  for  the  account,  which  you  have 
delivered,  of  three  lacs  and  a  half  of  rupees,  said  to  have  been  paid  to  the 
Governor  and  Mr.  Middleton;  or  did  you  deliver  the  account  of  your 
own  free  will  and  unsolicited  V* 

My  Lords,  you  see  that,  with  regard  to  the  whole  three 
lacs  and  a  half  of  rupees,  she  had  given  an  account  which 
tended  to  confirm  it ;  but  Mr.  Hastings  wanted  to  invalidate 
that  account,  by  supposing  that  she  gave  it  under  constraint. 

The  second  question  is, — 
"  In  what  manner  was  the  application  made  to  you,  and  by  whom  ? 

But  the  great  one  is  this — 

"  On  what  account  was  the  one  lac  and  a  half  given  to  the  Gover- 
nor (lencral,  which  you  have  laid  to  his  account?  Was  it  in  conse- 
quence of  any  renuisition  from  him,  or  of  any  previous  agreement,  or 
of  any  establishea  usage?'' 

When  a  man  asks,  concerning  a  sum  of  money  charged  to 
be  given  to  him  from  a  person  by  another  person,  on  what 
account   it    was  given,  he  does   indirectly  admit  that  that 
money  actually  was  paid,  and  wants  to  derive  a  justification 
concerning  the  mode  of  the  payment  of  it.     And,  accord- Jhc  njci  of 
ingly,  that  question  was  sent  up  with  that  inference,  and  the  one  and 
served  as  an  instruction  to  Munny  Begum ;  and  lier  answer  ariluitted  by 
was,  that  it  was  given   to   him   as   an  ancient  usage  and  *^^®  ^**^8f***^ 
custom,  as  an  entertainment.     So  that  the  fact  of  the  gift  of 
the   money    is  ascertained    by    the    question   put    by  Mr. 
Hastings    to   her,    and  her  answer.     That  cstliblishes  two 
things ;  first,  that  she  had  originally  asserted  that  she  had 
given  that  sum;  second,  that,  Mr.  I  Tastings  supposing  she 
had  asserted  it  and  asking  why  she  gave  it — she  says,  as  an 
entertninment.    And  thus  at  last  comes  his  accomplice  in  this 
business,  and  gives  the  fullest  testimony  to  the  lac  and  a  half. 
There  were  other  witnesses  examined  upim  this  business. 
I  must  beg  leave,  before  I  go  further,  to  stiite  the  circum-  ^^J^*»|JJjy 
stances  of  those  several  witnesses.     Thev  were  of  two  kinds  toibo 
— voluntary   witnesses,   and   the   detection  of  accomplices,  ""^' 
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:i  An;.  J7^y.  i'ujvcd  l»y  imiuiry  and  c\amin:ition  to  discover  their  own 
i^iiilt.  Of  tlio  fi»>t  wcM'c  Niuidconmr  and  Kaja  Goonla^si. 
'I'lu'so  were  tlio  (Uily  two  that  can  be  wud  to  be  voluntary  in 
the  husini'ss,  and  who  «^avc  that  infbnnntion  without  much 
irar :  iliough  the  hii*t  unwillingly,  and  with  a  full  seD;iC  uf 
thi'  dan^^or  of  d(»inp:  it. 

The  otlu'r  was  the  evidence  of  his  acconi])lice,  Munny 
l»0!j:iini,  wninix  from  her  hv  the  force  of  truth,  and  by  which  ehc 
confi'ssi'd  that  Jrhe  gave  tlie  lac  and  a  half.  She  denies  giving 
anything  more.  She  admits  giving  the  lac  and  a  half,  and  jus- 
tifies It  n]>on  the  idea  of  its  being  a  cufcitonirvry  entertainment. 

'I'l"*;'"'"'^'*  This  U  the  evidence  of  which  there  remains*   but  one  part, 

iii..\,'iii.v     tliat   is  the    evidence  of  Chittcndur,  who  was  one  of  Mr. 

Ixill.mv.'""  I  la-lings'  instruments,  and  one  of  the  Begums  servants 
lie.  iijM»n  being  examined  and  ])reparcd  to  confound  the  two 
lacs  with  tlie  one  lac  and  a  half,  says  that  a  lac  and  a  half 
was  given.  Then  they  examine  into  the  particulars  of  it, 
and  he  j)rt»vcs  that  the  sum  he  gave  was  two  lacs,  and  not 
a  lac  and  a  half;  for  he  says  that  there  was  a  dispute  about 
tlie  (ithcr  half  lae.  Xundcomar  <1cmanded  interest,  which 
the  Hegum  was  unwilling  to  allow,  and,  consequently,  tluit 
half  lac  remained  unpaid.  Now  that  half  lac  is  no  part  of 
the  lae  and  a  half,  which  is  admitted  on  all  hands^  and  proved 
l»v  the  whole  IkhIv  of  concurrent  te.-thnonv,  to  be  ffiven  to 
]Mr.  Hastings  in  one  lum]>ing  smn.  When  Chittendnr 
ent'-avonrs  to  ct»nfound  it  witli  the  lac  and  a  half,  he  clearly 
e.-i:il»lishes  that  it  was  a  jjarccl  of  that  two  lacs  ;  of  which  he 
liore  evidence,  in  attempting  to  prevaricate  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Hastings,  that  the  one  lac  and  a  half  was  paid — which 
he  is  willing  to  allow;  but,  when  he  c(»mcs  to  justify  it  and 
to  enti'r  into  the  i)articulars  (»f  it,  he  proves,  by  the  sub- 
division of  the  payment  which  was  made,  and  the  nonpayment, 
that  il  ace  )rds  with  two  lacs  and  not  with  the  lac  and  a  half. 


'»«''"""■  There  are  other  circinnstanccs  in  these  accounts  highly 

.u.l'uir.      auxilitirv  to  this  evidenc(?.     The  lac  and  a  half  was  not  only 

*  • 

attcsteil  by  Kaja  (ioordass — by  the  15egum — by  Chittcndur— 

by    the   Jjegnm   again,    upon    Mr.  Hastings'  own   question; 

indirectly  admitted  by  Mr.   Hastings  ;  proved  by  the  oixlcre 

for  it  to  be  written  oft'  to  expense — such  a  body  of  proof  as 

perhtqjs  never  existed ;  but  there  is  <»ne  proof  still  remaining, 

!n».ifir..m    naniclv,  a  paixT  which  was  produced  to  the  committee,  and 

ii.iiv.iv.1  by  which  we  shall  produce    to  your  Lordships.     It  is   an  au- 

H>-S\.        thentic  paper,  delivered  in  favour  of  Mr.  Hastings  by  Major 

Spi'*f^  'vho  •^''♦ed  at  'hj»*   tin>"  as  ^f»"  1  lashings'  agent  to  a 
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ciNumittcG  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  aullienticated  to  21  apr.  itso. 
come  from  Munny  Begum  hergelf.  All  this  hody  of  cvi- 
dcncc  we  mean  to  produce.  The  first  is,  in  my  opinion, 
satisfactory  that  he  received  the  two  lacs ;  that  he  received 
one  lac  and  a  half  under  the  name  of  entertainment ;  and 
that  all  the  rest  clearly  follows.  With  regard  to  the  lac 
and  a  half,  Mr.  Hastings  is  so  far  from  controverting  it, 
even  indirectly,  that  he  is  obliged  to  establish  it  by  testi- 
monies produced  by  himself,  in  order  to  sink  in  that,  if  he 
can,  the  two  lacs  which  he  thinks  he  is  not  able  to  justify, 
and  which  he  fears  will  be  proved  against  him.  The  lac  and 
a  half  I  do  believe  he  will  not  be  advised  to  contest ;  but, 
whether  he  is  or  not,  we  shall  load  him  with  it ;  we  shall 
prove  it  beyond  all  doubt 

But  there  are  other  circumstances,  auxiliary  in  this  busi- 
ness, which,  from  the  very  attempts  to  conceal  them,  prove 
beyond  doubt  the  fraudulent  and  wicked  nature  of  the  trans- 
action. One  lac  appears  upon  the  account  given  by  the 
Begum — the  lac  which  is  for  Mr.  Hastings'  entertainment, 
which  is  entered  in  a  suspicious  neighbourhood  ;  for  there  is 
there  entered  a  lac  of  rupees  paid  for  the  subahdari  san- 
nads  to  the  Mogul  through  the  Raja  Shitab  Roy.  When 
we  look  at  these,  the  first  thing  we  find  is  that,  comparing  it 
with  another  paper  produced,  this  woman  charges  the  sum 
jKiid  to  be  a  sum  due,  and  then  slie  charges  that  to  be  paid 
when  the  Mogul  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Mahratta.^  when 
all  communication  with  him  was  stopped,  and  when  Raja 
Shitab  Roy,  who  is  supposed  to  have  paid  it,  was  luuler  con- 
finement in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hastings.  Thus  she  endeavours 
to  conceal  the  lac  of  rupees  paid  to  Mr.  Hastings. 

In  order  to  make  the  thing  clear  to  your  Lordships,  as  Prcni>i»oofa 
the  transaction  is  made  by  him,  but  not  in  itself,  in  some  Jfi"  proof  of 
degree  intricate,  we  pledge  ourselves  to  give  to  your  Lord-  ^^^  ti»an5c». 
slii[)s,  and  which  must  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  culprit 
himself,  a  syllabus — a  head — of  all  the  charge  and  the  [)roof 
itself,  and  ii  clear  head  of  reference  to  show  how  far  the 
proof  goes  to  tlie  two  lacs,  and  then  to  the  one  lac  and  a 
half  singly.     This  we  shall  put  in  writing,  that  you  may  not 
depend  upon  the  fugitive  memory  of  a  thing  not  so  well  per- 
haps or  powerfully  expressed  as  it  ought  to  l)e.     But,  in 
order  to  give  every  advantage  to  the  defendant — in  order  to 
give  every  advantage  to  your  Lordships' judf»ment — we  will 
give  in,  along  with  our  evidence,  a  clear  head  of  reference  to 
It,  which  willj  I  believe,  be  thought  a  clear  and  fair  way  of 
proceeding. 
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21  ArK.i7«i».  Your  Lordshi|>s  will  jiulfije  whether  or  no  the  presuinj)- 
iv.MmH^-  tions  from  Mr.  Ilastinirs*'  conduct  at  the  time,  in  resisting  an 
I.'ririliTiVriMii  inq»iii\v,  by  preventing  his  servant  appearing  as  an  evidence — 
■^'*!v".i*,^V  '*y  <^i"<*<»ii»tcnancing  and  discouraging  his  colleiigues — by 
»i»<t.  niising  every  ohstruetion  to  the  prosecution — dissolving  the 

the  C'<»uncil — preventing  evidence  and  destroying  all  in  his 
power  l)y  collateral  means — whether  that  is  not  a  presump- 
tive i)root'that  gives  doul)le  force  to  all  the  proof  we  produce 
TiKcusttiiu  against  him.     This  lac  and  a  half,  I  know,  he  means  to  8up- 
r.r'iMulr-^    pt>rt  upon  tlie  custom  of  entertainment.    It  is  plain  he  did  so ; 
iiu"'n'*rth  as  nnd  your  Lordshi|)s  will  he  ahle  to  judge  whether  or  no  a 
asiixTu.      iHjin  who  was  ordered  and  had  covenanted  never  to  take 
more  than   -100/.,  eould  take    16,000/.    under  colour  of  an 
entertainment.     I  will   sliow  your  Lordships  that  what  he 
intends  to  ])ro{h]ee  as  a  justification,  that  we  charge,  and 
that  your  L<»rdships  and  the  world  will  think,  the  heaviest 
aggravation  of  his  crime.     And,  when  I  have  given  that  to 
your  Lonlshii)s  and  left  the  just  impression  of  that  upon 
your  minils,  I  shall  beg  your  J^ordships'  indulgence  to  finish 
this  member  of  the  lousiness  ti)  morrow. 
*'"••'""»•  1    have   just  to   state    to  your   Lordships  Mr.   Ilastinffs' 

iimUiwiiidi  business   when  he   took    lf),()00/.  for  his  entertainment.     It 
!a\mniiT     i"^  entered  there,  anil  the  evidence  given  of  it  is  an  enter- 
wasL'iviii.     tainment  provided  f»)r  him  at  the  rate  of  200/.  a  djiy  ;  that 
he  stai<l   at  Moorshadabad    for   near   three   months,  at   an 
expense  of  200/.  a  day.     You  will  see  that,  by  Mr.  Hastings 
reeriving  200/.  a  day  for  a  visit,  visits  from  Mr.  Hastings 
are  pretty  i*xj)ensive  things: — 7*^000/.  a  year  for  an  enter- 
tainment for  Air.  Hastings  I     We  find  that  Mr.  Middletou, 
an  Knglish  gentleman,  along  with  him,  had  received  likewise, 
wliether  under  the  same  j)retenee  I  know  not  and  it  does  not 
signify,  anotlier  sum  equal  to  it.     And  if  these  two  gentlemen 
had  staid  in  that  countrv,  their  several  allowances  would  have 
been  146.000/.    a    vear,  out  of    the   Xawab's   aUowance   of 
160,000/,  a  vear:  thev  would  have  eaten  up  the  whole  of  it. 
Do  you  wond(;r  that  such  guests  and  such  hosts  are  dilticult 
to  be  divided?     Do  you  wonder  that  such  visits,   when  so 
well  paitl  for  and  well  proNided  for,  were  naturally  long? 
I'here  is  hardly   a  prince   in  Enrope  who   would  give   to 
another  i)rinee  of  Kurope,  from  his  royal  hospitality,  what 
was  given  upon  this  occasion  to  Mr.  Hastings, 
visiri!)  Um'*^      What  was  Mr.  Hastings' business  during  this  long  protracted 
pruvhirjto   visit?     First,  lic  tclls  you  that  he  came  there  to  reduce  all 
cxiwu-vj      the  state  and  dignity  of  the  Nawab.      He  tells  you  that  he 
v^lf  Tin  pnmn'iucf'or   r  'cducint' tlip*  »*r*e  :  tbyif.  tbe  nlephan'^^ 
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— the  menagerie — the  stables — all  went  without  mercy,  and  21  apr.i7». 
all  the  persons  concerned  in  thein.      He  was  there  to  re- 
trench   expenses.     He  turned  out  every  person  dependent 
upon  Mohanimed  Reza  Khan,  but  he  says, — 

"I  proceeded  with  great  pain,  in  the  reflection  that  I  was  the  instrument 
in  deprix-ing  whole  funilies,  all  at  once,  of  their  bread,  and  reducing  them 
to  a  state  of  penury.  Convinced  of  the  necessity  of  the  measure,  I 
endeavoured  to  execute  it  with  great  impartiality."* 

Here  he  states  the  work  he  was  employed  in  when  he 
took  this  200/.  a  day  for  his  pay, — 

"  It  was  necessary  to  begin  with  reforming  the  household  servants  of 
the  coiurt,  and  retrenching  the  idle  parade  of  elephants,  menageries,  &c., 
which  loaded  the  civil  list.  This  cost  little  regret  in  performing,  but  the 
President  who  took  upon  him  the  chief  share  in  this  business  acknow- 
ledges he  suffered  considerably  in  his  feelings  when  he  came  to  touch  on 
the  pension  list ;  some  hundreds  of  persons  of  the  ancient  nobility  of 
the  country  excluded  under  our  government  from  almost  all  employ- 
ments, civil  or  military,  had  ever  since  the  revolution  depended  upon 
the  bounty  of  the  Nabob ;  and  near  ten  lacks  were  bestowed  that  way. 
It  is  not  that  the  distribution  was  always  made  with  judgment  or  im- 
})artial,  and  much  room  was  left  for  a  reform ;  but  when  the  question 
was  to  cut  off  entirely  the  greatest  part,  it  could  not  fail  to  be  accom- 
i)anie<l  with  circumstances  of  real  cUstress.  The  President  declares  that, 
even  with  some  of  the  highest  rank,  he  could  not  avoid  discovering, 
under  all  the  pride  of  eastern  manners,  the  manifest  marks  of  penury 
and  want,  'lliere  was,  however,  no  room  left  for  hesitation  ;  to  confine 
the  Nabob*s  expenses  within  the  limited  sum  it  was  necessary  that 
]>ensi()nb  should  be  set  aside.*' 

There  is  a  man  sent  to  execute  one  of  the  most  dreadful  withdrawal 
officer  that  was  ever  executed  by  man — to  cut  off,  Jis  he  says  from  tuo 
himi^elf,  with  a  bleeding  heart,  the  only  remaining  allowance  "^^*^*^^' 
made  for  hundreds  of  decayed  nobility  and  gentry  of  a  great 
kingdom,  driven  by  our  government  from  the  offices  upon 
which  they  existed.     In  this  moment  of  anxiety  and  afflic- 
tion, when  he  says  he  felt  pain  and  was  cut  to  the  heart  to 
do  it,  at  this  very  moment,  when  he  was  turning  over  fourteen 
himdred  of  the  ancient  nobility  and  gentry  of  this  country 
to  downright  want  of  bread,  just  at  that  moment  while  he 
wsw  doing  this  act,  and  feeling  this  act  in  tliis  manner,  from 
the  collected  morsels  forced  from  the  mouths  of  that  indigent 
and  famished  nobility  he  gorged  his  ravenous  maw  with  an 
allowance  of  200/.  a  day  for  his  entertainment.     This  man  is 


•  Minute  of  Mr.  Hastings,  25th  January,  1773.— Priutcd  in  tlie  Apinmdix  to 
Uie  '*  Minuti'S  of  the  Evidence,"  p.  423. 

t  General  U'tUT  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  10th  November,  1772.— Printed 
u  above,  p.  421. 
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HI  AiK. i7^;».  unlike  any  olheiv.  lie  is  never  corrupt  but  he  w  cruel.  He 
ncvtr  diui'tii  without  creating  a  famine.  He  docs  not  take 
froui  the  huKSO  superfluity  of  j*tjindincr  greatness,  but  he  falls 
upjiii  the  indigent,  the  oppressed  and  ruined;  he  takes  from 
them  duuhio  what  would  maintain  them.  Not  like  the 
!i:enerons  rapacity  of  tlie  noble  eagle  who  preys  upon  a  livhipr, 
stru^^'gling,  reluctant,  equal,  prey.  No;  he  is  like  tlic  rsi- 
venous  vulture  who  falls  upon  the  decayed,  the  sickly,  the 
living  and  the  dead,  and  antieii)atcs  nature  in  the  destruction 
of  its  object.  His  cruelty  is  beyond  his  corruption.  There 
is  sonietliinjx  in  his  hypocrisy  which  is  more  temble  than  hia 
cruelty.  For,  at  the  very  time  when,  with  a  double  ami 
unsparing  hand,  he  sometimes  executes  a  proscription  a!i<l 
sometimes  swoci)s  oft'  the  food  of  hundreds  of  the  nobility  and 
gentry  of  a  great  country,  his  eyes  overflow  with  tears,  and 
he  turns  the  precious  balm  that  bleeds  from  wounded  huma- 
nity an<l  is  its  best  medicine  into  a  deadly,  rancorous,  mortal, 
])ois(in  to  the  human  race. 

You  see  that,  when  he  takes  200^  a  day  for  his  entcrtaio- 
nieiit,  he  tells  you  that,  in  the  very  act  in  which  he  is  doing 
that,  he  was  starving  fourteen  hundred  of  the  ancient  nobility 
and  gentry.  My  Lords,  ytm  have  the  blood  of  nobles — if 
n»»t,  you  have  the  blo»)d  (»f  men — in  your  veins.  You  feci 
ns  nobles — you  feel  as  men.  IVhat  should  you  say  to  a 
<ruel  Mogul  exactor  were  you  all  driven  from  your  estates — 
il riven  from  the  noble  offices,  civil  and  military,  you  hold — 
ihlvcn  fn)m  yoiu'  bishoprics — driven  from  your  places  at 
<'ourt — driven  from  your  offices  as  judges — from  all  mili- 
tary situations,  and,  at  last,  left  a  miserable  stock  of  pen- 
sioners, to  have  those  pensions  wrested  from  your  mouths; 
while,  at  the  very  time  when  you  had  those  j)enMon5 
wrested  from  you — which  that  man  himself  declares  to  be 
the  only  l)rea<l  of  that  miserable,  decayed,  nobility — he  takes 
himself  200/.  a  day  for  his  entertainment,  which  is  continued 
till  it  amounts  to  1G,000/.  ?  I  do  think  that  of  the  coniip- 
tions  which  he  has  not  owned  but  which  he  has  not  denied, 
or  of  those  which  he  does  in  eftcct  own  and  bring  fbrwanl 
the  evidence  of  himself — the  two  lacs  standing  unacconi- 
])anied  with  any  other  circumstances — those  which  he  has 
claimed  and  taken  under  colour  of  an  entertainment  arc 
ten  times  the  most  nefarious  part  of  the  ]>roceedings. 
Tin;  trnns-  I  shall  this  day  trouble  your  Lordshij>s  with  no  more  thanthis 
XVi'uViT  "^  —that  your  Lordships  will  observe  one  circumstance — that 
Mr.n— ♦      |„  line  ^o»v»r  ilire^^lv  denied  »nev"»rdo^thi'^  transiiction.    lie 


'      w 
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did  not  deny  it  at  the  time  :  he  did  not  deny  it  to  the  court  21  Ain.iTfto. 
of  Directors.  On  the  contmry,  he  did  in  effect  ackno\vled'>:e  ~ 
it,  when,  without  directly  acknowledging  it,  he  promised 
thoin  a  full  and  liberal  explanation  of  the  whole  transaction. 
lie  never  did  give  that  explanation.  He  is  driven  to  resign, 
yet  he  never  once  denies  this  fact.  I  have  tumbled  over 
the  records — I  have  looked  at  every  part,  to  see  whether 
he  denied  it.  Parliament  took  up  this  business.  This 
matter  was  reported  at  the  end  of  the  Eleventh  Report. 
He  took  no  notice  of  it  when  the  House  of  Commons  re- 
I)orte<l  it,  and  made  that  public  which  before  was  upon  the 
Company's  records.  Then  another  time  comes.  He  comes 
before  the  House  of  Commons.  He  knows  he  is  prosecuted 
for  these  very  corruptions.  He  well  knows  these  charges 
exist  against  him.  He  comes  before  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ;  makes  his  defence — if  he  will  allow  it  to  be  his 
defence.  There  he  has  not  denied  it.  That  was  the  time 
when  he  was  driven  to  deny  it ;  but,  knowing  that,  if  he  had 
denied  it,  it  could  be  proved  upon  him  when  we  brought  it 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  he  appeared  there  at  our  bar 
and  he  did  not  deny  it  there.  I  desire  your  Lordships  will 
look  at  that  paper  which  we  have  given  in  evidence  and  see 
if  you  find  a  word  of  denial  of  it.  There  is  much  discourse, 
much  folly,  much  insolence,  but  not  one  word  of  denial. 
Then,  at  last,  it  came  in  judgment  against  him.  I  desire  to 
refer  you  to  that  part  of  the  defence  to  the  Article  in  wliich 
this  is  specifically  charged.  He  does  not  deny  it  there. 
The  only  thing  which  looks  like  a  denial  is  one  sweeping 
clause,  in  order  to  put  us  upon  the  proof  of  it — that  they 
are  to  be  conceived  all  as  denied :  but  a  specific  denial  to 
this  specific  charge,  in  no  stage  of  the  business  from  begin- 
ning to  end,  has  he  once  made.  And,  therefore,  with  this  I 
close  that  part  of  the  charge  upon  this  business  of  Nund- 
comar.  You  will  see  such  a  body  of  presumptive  proof  and 
positive  proof  as  never  was  given  yet  of  any  secret,  corrupt, 
act  of  bribery :  and  there  1  leave  it  with  your  Lordships' 
justice.  I  beg  pardon  for  having  detained  you  so  long,  but 
your  Lordships  will  be  so  good  as  to  observe  that  no  busi- 
ness ever  was  covered  with  more  floods  of  inicjuitons  artifice 
than  this  which  is  now  brought  before  you. 
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CONTIXrATlOX  OF  THE  SPEECH  OF  THE  RT. 
HON.  KDMrNl)  IJl'KKE,  MANAGER  FOR  THE 
HorsK  OF  COMMONS,  IN  OPENING  THE  SIXTH 
AHTICLK  OF  THE  CHAU(iE,  RELATING  TO 
I'RKSEN  rs  ;   2o  AniiL,  ITsy. 

2.-,  A  I- UNITS' I.  y[\'  LouD'4, — Whnn  I  \w,<t  had  the  honour  of  addressing 
V'Mir  Lordships,  I  cridoavoiircd  to  stato  to  you,  with  as  much 
pcr.-^piouity  as  tlie  nature  of  an  intrieatc  affair  wouM  admit, 
and  as  hirirelv  as  was  consistent  with  the  brevity  which,  in 
j=o  intrioati^  an  affair,  I  endeavoured  to  preserve,  the  proofs 
which  had  lici-n  a(hhiccd  a«jainst  Warren  Hastings,  u])on  an 
iiKpiirv,  instituted  hy  an  order  of  tl»e  court  of  Directors,  into 
tht*  C(»rrui)tion  and  peculation  of  persons  in  authority  in 
Indi:i. 

My  Lonls,  T  have  end(?avoured  to  show  you  hy  presump- 
tions hcf(»ro  that  proof,  drawn  from  the  nature  and  circum- 
stances of  the  acts  themselves  inferrin/i  guilt,  that  such 
actions  and  such  conduct  co\dd  he  referable  only  to  one 
cause — nanuly,  corrupt i(»n.  I  endeavoured  to  show  yon 
aftcM'wards,  n»y  Lords,  what  the  s[)ecific  nature  and  extent 
of  the  corruption  was,  as  far  as  it  could  be  fully  proved; 
and, lastly,  the  irrear,  satisfactory, presumption  which  attended 
the  iiKiuiry  witli  reij;ard  to  Mr.  Hastings,  namely,  that, 
contrarv  t<>  law,  contrarv  to  his  duty,  contrary  to  what  is 
owcmI  hv  innocence  to  itself,  ^l\\  Hastiness  resisted  that  in- 
cpiiry,  and  cniployed  all  the  power  of  his  office  to  prevent 
thr  rxcrcisc  of  it,  either  in  hinisc'lf  or  in  others.  These 
presinnptions  and  these  proofs  will  be  Ironght  before  your 
Lonlships.  distint'lly  and  in  parts,  at  the  end  of  this  opening. 

'I'hc  next  jjoint  on  which  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to 
proiHM'd  was  relative  to  tlie  presumptions  which  his  suh?e- 
(pient  condnet  gavi^  with  regard  to  his  guilt.  Because,  my 
Lords,  an  uniform  tenor  of  conduct,  such  as  must  attend 
guilt,  both  in  the  act,  at  the  tune  of  the  inquiry,  and  subsc- 
(juent  to  it,  will  Ibrm  such  a  body  of  satisfactory  evidence  as 
I  believe  the  human  mind  is  not  made  to  resist. 

Mv  T  'ords,  there  is  another  reason  whv  \  ch<X)se  to  enter 

lit*    *-\x,      jroj;  mipf  1^)11)3    'It'twi*    k*ri\i\    lii»"    '^'^mJup.t  jinrl    \\\o  fuCt, 
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taking  hia  conduct  in  two  parts,  if  it  may  be  so  expressed,  25  Apr.  1789. 
omission  and  commission — in  order  that  your  Lordships  should 
more  fully  enter  into  the  consequences  of  this   system   of 
bribery.     But,  before  I  say  anything  upon  that,  I  wish  your  Extent  of 
Lordships  to  be  apprised  that  the  Commons,  in  bringing  this  fhfmMunny 
bribe  of  three  lacs  and  a  half  before  your  Lordships,  do  not  nSJuS  51?* 
wish  by  any   means  to  have  it  understood  that  this  is  the  f ^«  »"<* » 
whole  of  the  bribe  that  was  received  by  Mr.  Hastings,  in 
consequence  of  delivering  up  the  whole  management  of  the 
government  of  the  country   to  that  improper  person  whom 
he  nominated  for  it.     My  Lords,  there  will  be  proof  adduced 
before  you  that  there  is  a  great  probability  that  he  received 
very  near  a  hundred  thousand  pounds.     There  is  a  proof  of 
his  receiving  fifty  :  but  we  have  chosen  only  to  charge  him 
with  that  upon  wliich  there  is  such  an  accumulated  body  of 
proof  as  to  leave  no  doubt  upon  the  minds  of  your  Lordships. 
This  I  say,  because  we  must  be  perfectly  apprised  of  the 
temper  of  the  public  in  that  respect — that,  when  they  hear  of 
the  enormity  of  Indian  peculation — when  they  see  the  acts 
done  and  compare  them  with  the  bribes  received — the  acts 
seem  so  enormous  and  the  bribes   comparatively   so  small 
that  they  can  hardly  be  got  to  attribute  them  to  that  motive. 
All  I  mean  to  state  is  this,  that — from  the  collective  view  of 
the  subject,  your  Lordships  will  be  able  to  judge  that  some 
enormous  offence  has  been  committed,  and  that  the  proof 
we  give  is  a  specimen  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  that  enor- 
mous bribe,  wliich  extends  to  much  greater  sums  than  we 
are  able  to  prove,  in  the  manner  your  Lordships  would  like 
and  expect,  before  you. 

After  this  charge  was  brought  and   recorded  before  the  a  defence  of 
Council,  in  spite  of  the  resistance  that  Mr  Hastings  made,  iu'opposiSif 
employing  all   the  power  and  authority  of  his  station  and  tSSiptwi^by 
the  whole  body  of  his  partizans  and  associates  in  iniquity,  f™^*"^' 
dis[)ersed  through  every  part  of  these  provinces — after  he  had 
taken  all  these  steps,  finding  that  he  was  pressed  by  the  proof 
and  pressed  by  the  presumption  of  his  resistance  to  it,  he 
did  think  it  necessary  to  make  something  like  a  defence ; 
and,  accordingly,  he  has  made  what  he  calls  a  justification. 
Which   defence  did  not  consist  in  the  denial   of  that  fact 
or  any  explanation  of  it,  but  the  mode  he  took  for  his  defence  nis  abuao 
was  abuse  upon  his  colleagues,  abuse   upon   the  witnesses,  \l^^y^}' 
and    every  person  who   in  the    execution  of  his  duty  was 
inquiring    into   the   fact,  and    charging  them  with  things 
which,  if  true,  were  by  no  means  sufficient  to  support  him  in 
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::>  \iK.i7-^'A  his  arts  or  in  the  criniliial  means  he  uecd  in  preventing 
inijuirv  int(»  tlioni,  bnt  to  inUlend  their  minds — to  carry  them 
Innn  tlic  atvusation  and  the  proof  of  it  to  the  circumstance 
nt'  the  passion,  violence  and  inteni])erate  hen t,  with  which  he 
rliar^cd  tluMn.  'I'lii-y  were  jimceeding  in  an  orderly,  regular, 
niannor;  an«l,  if  i»n  any  occasion  thev  seemed  to  breakout 
into  warmth,,  it  was  in  conserpience  of  that  resistance  he 
made  to  thoni  in  one  of  the  most  unportunt  pnrt:«  of  their 
fniirtions.  as  I  hclievc*  your  Lord:>hips  will  agree  with  them  in 
thinkin;i:  it  was.  If  they  had  hcen  intem]>erate  in  their  conduct, 
if  they  had  been  violent,  passionate,  prejudiced  against  him, 
it  would  liave  allorded  him  only  a  better  means  of  making 
his  deienoe.  Ijecanse,  thougli,  in  a  rational  and  judicious 
miinUthe  inteniiieratc  conduct  of  the  .accuser  certainly  makes 
nothinij:  with  regard  to  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  his  accus:i- 
tinn,  vet  we  d(»  know  that  the  minds  of  men  are  so  constituted 
that  an  inii)ropir  mode  of  conducting  a  right  thing  docs 
form  ><inn*  <le«^rec  of  pre jiulicc  against  it.  And,  therefore, 
Mr.  Hastings,  havin^i;  nothing  to  defend  up.m  principle,  hiw 
r*-'«rtetl  as  mne!i  as  he  possibly  could  to  prejudice;  and,  at 
till' same  time  that  there  is  n(»t  one  word  of  denial  or  the 
lea.-t  atti'Uipt  at  a  rcfntaticm  of  that  charge,  he  has  loaded 
the  reeords  witii  all  nmnner  (»f  minutes,  proceedings  and 
letters,  relative  to  evcr\  thing  but  the  subject.  The  gre.nt 
aim  of  his  policy,  ln)th  then,  before,  and  ever  since,  was  to 
divert  the  mind  of  the  auditory,  or  the  persons  to  whom  he 
addressed  himself,  from  the  nature  of  his  cuuse  to  some 
eojlateral  eireumstance  relative  to  it — a  policy  he  has  alway? 
had  recourse  to.  But  that  trick,  the  last  resource  of  de- 
spairing guilt,  I  trust  will  now  completely  abandon  him, 

Ihit  Mr.  Hartings  began  to  be  pretty  sensible  that  this 
way  «»f  pr(»cceding  must  have  a  very  unpromising  and 
!>. .lans iio  untoward  look.  For  which  reason  he  declared  that  he 
l'l.T.ilV'.^  "^  reserved  his  defence,  for  fear  of  a  legal  prosecution,  and 
that  sometimo  he  would  give  a  large  and  liberal  explanation 
to  tlie  Vourt  of  Directors,  to  whom  he  was  answerable  f(»r 
his  eonduct  for  his  refusing  to  suffer  the  inquiry  to  go  on — 
for  his  omitting  to  give  them  satisfaction  at  the  time—  for  his 
omitting  to  take  any  one  natural  step  that  an  innocent  man 
would  have  taken  upon  such  an  occasion.  Under  that 
promise  he  has  remained  from  that  time  to  the  time  you 
se(!  him  at  your  bar ;  and  he  has  neither  denicil,  apidogised 
for,  exculpated  or  explained,  his  conduct  in  any  one  single 
instaP'^f' 


Speech  of  Mr.  Burke.  65 

The  causes  why  he  should  have  given  the  explanation  25  ape.  1739. 
p-ew  stronger  and  stronger  after  the  business  had  ended ;  incr^ig 
lor  not  only  the  charges  exhibited  against  him  were  weiglity,  J!^"f;f  Z*'^ 
but  the  manner  in  which  he  was  called  upon  to  inquire  into  explaining 
them  was  such  as  would  undoubtedly  tend  to  stir  the  mind  *  ^  "*"  "*^^* 
of  a  man,  to  rouse  him  to  some  consideration  of  himself 
and  the  necessities  of  his  defence.     Because  Mr.  Hastings, 
while  he  accuses  the  intemperance  of  his  adversaries,  shows 
a  degree  of  temperance  in  himself  which  always  attends 
guilt  in  despair.     For  struggling  guilt  may  be  warm,  but 
guilt  that  is  desperate  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  submit  to 
the  consequence  of  it, —  to  bear  the  infamy  annexed  to  its 
situation,  and  to  try  to  find  some  consolation  in  the  effects  of 
guilt  with  regard  to  private  fortune,  for  the  scandal  it  is 
exposed  to  in  public  reputation.     He  was  goaded  to  make  a 
defence  by  the  words  I  shall  read  to  your  Lordships  from 
Sir  John  Clavering:— 

"  In  the  late  proceedings  of  the  Revenue  Board  it  will  appear  that  Minute  of 
there  is  no  species  of  peculation  from  which  the  honourable  Governor  ^^\?'  ^^ 
General  has  tnought  it  reasonable  to  ahstain."  *  charSSiiR 

him  witii 

He  further  says,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Hastings, —  peculation. 

"  The  malicious  >new  with  which  this  inuendo'' — an  inuendo  of 
Mr.  Hastings — "  is  thrown  out,  is  only  worthy  of  a  man  who,  having 
disgraced  himself  in  the  eyes  of  every  man  of  honour  both  in  Asia 
and  in  Euro{)e,  and  hanng  no  imputation  to  lay  to  our  charge,  has  dared 
to  attempt  in  the  dark  what  malice  itself  could  not  find  grounds  to  aim 
at  oi)enly." 

These  are  the  charges  which  were  made  upon  him,  not 
loosely  in  the  heat  of  conversation,  but  deliberately  in 
writing  entered  upon  record,  and  sent  to  his  employers  the 
court  of  Directors — those  whom  the  law  had  set  over  him, 
and  to  whose  judgment  and  opinion  he  was  responsible.  Do 
your  Lordships  believe  that  it  was  conscious  innocence  that 
made  him  endure  such  reproaches,  so  recorded,  from  his  own 
colleague?  Was  it  conscious  innocence  that  made  him 
abandon  his  defence,  renoimce  his  explanation,  and  bear 
all  this  calumny — ^if  it  was  calumny — in  such  a  manner, 
without  making  any  one  attempt  to  refute  it  ? 

Your  Lordships  see,  by  this  and  by  other  minutes  with  ouut  in- 
which  the   books  are  filled,  that  Mr.  Hastings  is  charged  ^{^Sx!^ 

ingH*  pa»> 

•  Extract  of  Minute  of  General  Clavering,  Colonel  Monson  and  Mr  Francis, 
5th  May,  1775.— Printed  in  the  Eleventh  Report  fhym  the  Select  Committee, 
Appendix  K.  a. 
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2-1  \vi:.i7si».  quite  to  the  brim  witli  every  mode  of  possible  disgraee.    For 
tlit'io  IS  s(»iiu*tliiii,iX  X)  Imisc  iiiid  contemptible  in  the  crimen  of 


ir.iiU-r  tl 


ii.iiUriiu-     |H»eul:Uic)n   and  !)nl)t*ry,  that,  when  they  eome  to  be  urged 


homily   iind   strongly  to  u  man,  as  here  they  are   urged, 
nothing  but  :i  cunsoiousnerss  of  guilt  can  pots^ibly  make  him 
boar  u|)  undor  them.     Mr.  IL^stings  considered  himself,  as 
ho  ha<  .^tatod,  i»ndor  thf  nccossity  of  bearing  them.     What 
is  tliat  nocos-^itv?     (uiiltl     To  sav  that  Sir  John  Clavering 
wa-*  a  man — for  I  sav  nothiiiLr  now  of  Colonel  Monson  and 
Mr.  Frani'i>,  avIio  wore  joined   with  him — weak  and   C(»n- 
ifuiirin-     tomptiblo  I     I  boliovc  there  are  those  among  your  Lordships 
j."riux?.ri!^!r.  wln)  rouioinbirr  that  Sir  John  Clavering  was  known  before 
ho  wont  abroad,  and  bettor  known  by  Im  conduct  after,  to 
bo  a  man  «»f  the  mo.-'t  distinsjui^hed  honour  that  ever  served 
his  Majosty.     lU'  sorvod  his  Majesty  in  a  military  situation 
Ibr  many  yoarji,  :uid  afterwards  in  tiiat  high  civil  situation. 
Il  is  known,  tliat,  thr()n*^h  ovory  stop  and  gradation  of  a  high 
milit.irv  sorvioc  nr.til  ho  arrivod  at  one  of  the  hiiihest  of  all, 
ihfiv  iiovor  was  tlio  least  blot,  or  doubt,  or  suspicion,  of  hi? 
ohanu'tor  ;  tlint  liis  tiMn|)or  for  the  most  part,  and  his  manners 
wi:ro  fnllv  answorabli*  to  his  virtues  and  a  noble  ornament 
to  thorn;  that  ho  wa-*  one  of  iho  best  naturod,  best  bred  men, 
as  wt'll  as  (MH'  of  tho  highest  principled  men,  to  bo  found  in 
liis  Majosty's  sorvioc  ;  that  he  had  passed  almost  the  middle 
tinu'  of  lifo,  jinil  o(»me  to  an  ai!;o  which  makes  men  wise  in 
j'enoral — that  thov  should  be  warmed  bv  nothins:  but  that 
noblo  indii^nation  at  ffuilt,  which  is  the  last  thinjr  that  ever 
WMs  or  will   bo  cxtingnishod  in  a  virtuous  mind.      He  was  a 
man  whoso  voic'c  was  not  to  bo  despised.     Hut  if  his  cha- 
rai'tor    had    boon    pors(nially    as   contemptible    as    it   was 
niontt)rious  snid  honourable  in  every  respect,  yet  his  situa- 
tion as  a  (Mniuiiissinner,  named   by  an  Act  of   Parliament 
ibr  tho  express  piu-poso  of   reforming    India,  gave   hun  a 
weight  and  consoqiienco  that  could  not  suffer  Mr.  Hastings, 
without  a  general  and  strong  presumption  of  his  guilt,  to 
(•  )1h1ii(1  f.f    aoquiosoc  in  such  recorded  minutes  from  hun.    But  if  he  had 
vrUii^' Vp.    boon  all  this;  if  he  had  been  that  weak — if  he  liad  been 
I'hi'V)/.'''^      that  intomporaic— man,  who  in  reality  was  as  cool,  steady, 
ivcic.rs.        temporal 0,  jndioious,  a  man  as  ever  was  born — sup|X)sing  he 
litid  been  s«),  the  court  of  Directors,  to  whom  Mr.  Hastings 
was  rospon-ibl(»  by  every  tic  and  every  principle,  and  was 
made  res])r,nsible  at  last  by  a  positive  Act  of  Parliament 
obliging  him  to  yield  obedience  to  their  commands,  as  the 
-VI*    ..,1'^    »f  \u    \utv-~^ihn   ^o'lrf  ->^  Oirectors  perfectlj 
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approved  every  part  of  General  Clavering's,  Colonel  Monson's  25  apk.i78o. 
and  Mr.  Francis',  conduct.  They  approved  this  inquiry  which 
Mr.  Hastings  rejected,  and  they  have  declared, — 

"  That  the  power  and  instructions  vested  in  and  given  to  General 
Clavering  and  the  other  gentlemen  were  such  as  fully  authorized  them 
in  every  inquiry  that  seems  to  have  heen  their  object  .... 
Europeans."* 

Now,  after  the  supreme  autliority  to  which  they  were  to 
appeal  in  all  their  disputes  had  passed  this  judgment  upon 
this  very  inquiry,  it  no  lonpjer depended  upon  Mr.  Hastings; 
nor  could  he  be  longer  justified  in  attributing  that  to  evil 
motives,  either  of  malice  or  passion,  in  his  colleagues.  When 
the  judges  who  were  finally  to  determine  who  was  malicious 
— who  was  passionate — who  was  or  was  not  justified,  either 
la, setting  on  foot  the  inquiry  or  resisting  it — when  they  had 

rsed  that  judgment,  then  Mr.  Hastings  was  called  upon 
all  the  feelings  of  a  man — in  Council,  called  upon  by  his 
duty — to  give  satisfaction  to  his  masters,  the  Directors,  who 
approved  of  the  zeal  and  diligence  of  that  inquiry,  the 
passion  of  which  he  only  reprobated,  and  upon  wliicli  he 
grounded  his  justification. 

If  any  thing  but  conscious  guilt  coidd  ])0S8ibly  influence 
him  to  such  more  than  patience  under  this  accusation,  it  was 
that,  when  Crcneral  Clavering,  fatigued  by  the  miseries  of  his 
situation,  and  having  lost  a  very  able  and  affectionate  col- 
league, Colonel  Monson,  whom  Mr.  Hastings  states  to  be 
one  of  the  bitterest  of  Ins  accusers — a  man,  one  of  the  most 
loved  and  honoured  of  his  time  -  a  person  of  your  Lordships' 
noble  blood,  nnd  a  person  who  did  honour  to  it — and,  if  he 
had  been  of  the  family  of  a  commoner,  well  deserving  to  be 
raised  to  your  distinction ;  when  that  man  died — died  of  a 
broken  heart,  to  say  nothing  else — when  General  Clavering, 
feeling  himself  in  a  manner  without  help,  except  what  he 
derived  from  the  firnmess,  assiduity  and  patience,  of  Mr. 
Francis,  sinking  like  himself  under  the  exertion  of  his  own 
virtues,  was  resolved  to  resign  his  employment — the  court  Onposition 
of  Directors  was  so  alarmed  at  this  attempt  of  his  to  resign  nKtorstoSir 
his  employment  that  they  wrote  thus  : —  fiitr^l'oirer  to 

_ 

"  When  you  conceived  the  design  of  (j^uitting  our  senncc  we  imagine 
you  could  not  have  heard  of  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Hastings  .... 
your  zeal  and  ahility.'* 

•  This  and  the  following  papers  referred  to  have  not  been  found  in  the 
If  inutet  of  the  Evidence,  nor  in  the  Keports  of  the  Committees  on  the  affairs 
of  India. 

£  2 
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e-.  viit.jrvj  My  linnl."*,  in  tlii.^  struggle  and  before  he  could  resign 
niiallv,  Jinothor  resignation — the  rcsi^nntion  oF  nature — took 
l)ljice,  ami  Sir  John  Clavcring  died*  Then  Mr,  Hastings 
raiue  to  full  power.  The  character  that  was  given  to  Sir 
tlolin  Clavt'riug  at  that  time  is  a  seal  to  the  whole  of  his 
proceedings,  and  the  nse  th.it  I  shall  in  ike  of  it  your  Lord- 
ships will  sei^  pre*ently. 

••'I'lip  uliilitii's  of  (loncral  CMive:*inj,f.  the  comprehensive  knowledjje  he 
luul  attaiiu'd  of  our  utfairs       ......... 

Ui  the  Kast  Iiulia  Company." 

And  never  had  it  a  jij^'cater  loss.     There  is  the  coucludiii!! 
funeral  oration  made  by  his  masters,  upon  a  strict  though  by 
ni)  means  partial  view  ot*  his  conduct.     My  Lords,  here  is 
w.  iirhtof     the   man   who  is  the   great  accuser  of  Mr.  Hastings,  as  he 
orMr^Viaii-  J^i^V'^-     ^Vliat  is  he?  a  light  man?  a  man  of  mean  situation? 
*'"•'"  a  man  of  moan  talents?  a  man  of  mean  character?     No;  of 

the  highest  eharaoter.     Was  he  a  person  whose  conduct  was 
disapproved   by    their  common  superiors?      No;  approved 
when  living  and  ratified  when  dead.     This  is  the  man  whom 
Mr.  Hastings  abuses  upon  the  supposed  hnpropriety  of  his 
conduct.     This  was  the  man — a  man  equal  to  him  in  every 
respect — upon    the   supposed   evil    motives   of   whom   was 
fouuiled  the  sole  justification  of  Mr.  Hastings.     But  be  it 
then  that   Sir  John   Clavering,  Colonel   Monson  and  Mr. 
Francis,  were  all  of  them  the  evil-minded  persons  that  he 
describes  them,  and  that,  from  dislike  to  them — from  a  kind 
of  manly  resentment,  if  you  please,  against  such  persons — ^a 
hatred  against  malicious  [iriTceedings  and  a  defiance  of  them— 
for  that  period  of  time,  and  while  oppressed  by  that  combi- 
nation he  states,  he  did  not  think  proper  to  make  his  defence. 
prrsisicn.o  Tlicii,  iipou  cvcry  principle  of  prudence  anddignity,  afterwards, 
Siiir*  in  r.'-^    wluMi  lic  got  Yiil  of  thosc  two  pcrsoiis,  and  when  Mr.  Fnmcijj 
fiuiryViiVii   was  nothing,  when  the  whole  majority  was  in  his  hand,  and 
juriu-  in 'tin-  ^^^^'^*^-  ^'^^  '^  '^""n^"'  opcu,  full,  field  for  inquiry,  he  was  bound  to 
lomuii.       reinstitute  that  inquiry,  and  to  clear  his  character  before  his 
judges  and  before  his  masters.      Mr.  Hastings  says  "no; 
they  have  threatened  me  with  a  prosecution,  and  I  reserve 
myself  fur  a  court  of  justice." 

Now  Mr.  Hastings  has  taken  a  ground,  as  you  will  sec 
from  all  his  writings,  which  will  make  all  explanation  of  his 


w     ^o<«*1i  A*"  ^5'      !r>l\n  Olflvp' *riQp  fr/^ok  dI?"*©  »'*  '^'^  'nontb  O^    A"B1U»^  ^  ^77- 
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conduct  in  this  absolutely  impossible.  For,  in  the  first  25  ArB.irsd. 
place,  he  says — "  if  a  prosecution  is  meditated  against  me,  I  nis  i^ns 
say  nothing  in  explanation  of  my  conduct,  because  I  might  ij^jgj^"^°« 
disclose  my  defence,  and  by  that  means  do  myself  a  preju- 
dice." On  the  other  hand,  if  the  prosecution  was  dropped, 
which  was  the  case  here,  that  the  prosecution  did  drop,  as  we 
all  know  it  did,  then  he  has  a  direct  contrary  reason,  but 
that  serves  him  just  as  well, — **  why,  as  no  prosecution  is 
intended  no  defence  need  be  made."  So  that,  whether  a 
prosecution  is  intended  or  a  prosecution  dropped,  there  is 
always  cause  why  Mr.  Hastings  should  not  give  the  court 
of  Directors  the  least  satisfaction  concerning  his  conduct ; 
though  we  shall  prove  that  he  has  rciteratedly  promised  and 
promised  it  in  the  most  ample  and  liberal  manner.  But  let 
us  see  the  kind  of  presumption  he  has  made,  in  order  to 
rebut  the  presumption  which  he  knew  was  irresistible,  and 
which,  by  making  no  defence  for  his  conduct  and  stopping  the 
inquiry,  he  knew  must  necessarily  lie  upon  him.  What  is 
the  reason  why  '*  I  reserve  my  defence  and  explanation  ? " — 
for  he  promised  both  defence  and  explanation. 

Your  I^onlships  will  remark  that  there  is  nowhere  a  clear  Yth^SSt 
and  positive  denial  of  the  fact      Promising  a  defence,  I  will  bv  promine 
admit,  does  not  directly  and  ex  vi  termini  suppose   that  a  °  *  ^  *'"*^' 
man  may  not  deny  the  fact ;    because  it  is  just  compatible 
with  the  defence  ;    but  it  does  by  no  means   exclude   the 
admission  of  the  fact,  because  the  admission  of  the  fact  may 
be  attended  with  a  justification.     But,  when  a  man  says  that 
he  will  explain  his  conduct  with  regard  to  a  fact,  then  he 
admits  the  fact ;    because  there  can  be  no  explanation  of  a 
fact  which  has  no  existence.    Therefore,  Mr.  Hastings  admits 
the  fact  by  promising  an  explanation,  and  he  shows  that  he 
has  no  explanation  nor  justification  to  give  by  never  having 
given  it.     Goaded,  provoked,  and  called  upon  for  it  in  the  His  ""bmiii 
manner  I  have  mentioned,  he  chooses  to  have  a  feast  of  funy. 
disgrace,  if  I  may  say  so — to  have  a  riot  of  infamy — served 
up  to  him  day  by  day  for  a  course  of  years,  in  every  species 
of  reproach  that  could  be  given,  by  his  colleagues  and  by 
the  court  of  Directors ; — from  whom,  he  says,  he  received 
nothing  but  opprobrious  and  disgraceful  epithets,  and  that 
his  predecessors  possessed  more  of  their  confidence  than  he 
had.*     Yet  for  years  he  lay  down  upon  that  sty  of  disgrace. 


•  See  Mr.  Hasting's  letter  to  the  Direetors.  dated  16th  December,  17S2.— 
Printed  in  the  *  Minotes  of  the  Etidence,"  p.  1 116. 


70  Opviihuj  of  the  Sijcth  Charge — Presents: 

2:.Aii;.iTv.«.  fjittoiiinjr  ill  it,  lyiuix  teodiui^  upon  that  offal  of  dUgmcc  and 
cxcrciiieiit.  ami  every thin«j  that  could  be  opprobrious  to  the 
human  luintK  rather  than  deny  the  faet  and  put  himself 
upon  a  civil  justification.  Infamy  war*  never  incurred  for 
iK)thin«x.     Wi*  know  very  well  what  was  said  fonuerly — 

" PopuluM  iiif  ^iliilat :  at  mibi  plaudo 

Ipse  rloini.  j,iinul  ac  nuiiiiiio.s  contemplor  in  area." 

And  never  did  a  man  .^^ubinit  to  infamy  for  anything  but  its 

true  reward — money.      Moni'y  he  received — the  infamy  he 

received  aloiiir  with  it.      He  wai?  jrlad  to  take  his  wife  witli 

all  Inr  gi^ods.       lie  took  her  with  her  full  portion — every 

infamy  that  belonged  to  her.      And  your  Lonl^hips  cannot 

resist  the  ojnnion  that  he  would  n(tt  have  suffered  himself  to 

bo  tlisgraced  with  the  court  of  Directors — disgraced   with 

his  colleagues — disgraced  with  the  world — disgraced  u]K)u  an 

eternal  record — with<)ut  he  was  absolutely  guilty  of  the  fact 

that  was  charged  upon  him. 

iii^ni.iiir.i.        lie  frequently  exjiresses   that  he  reserves  himself  for  a 

viiVlVoM-    ct>nrt  of  justice.       Does   he,   my   Lords?      I  iun  sorry  that 

nrrom'iM.I'  Mr.    Hastings    should    show    that   he   always   mistakes  his 

i.V-'l" ,uin...   situation.      He  has  totidly  mistaken  it.       He  was  a  servant, 

'     1*11*1  \\,\  \%  •'  ■••  •  ■• 

bound  to  irivc   a   satisfactory   acct)unt  of   Jus   conduct  to  his 

masters;    and.   instead  of  that,  he  always  considers  himself 

and  the  court  of  Diivctor-*  as  litigant  parties  —they  as  the 

ac<'iiscrs  and   liiniselt'  as  the  culprit.       What  would  any  of 

your   Lpr(l>irips,    in   comuMin    life,    conceive,    if  you  had  a 

sti'ward,    ;«nd  yc»n    at!cn.-cd    him    i^\'  embezzling    the    rents, 

nibbing  ami  opjiivssing  the  tenants,  and  committing  a  thou- 

sanil  inis«le('cl>  in  his  stcwanlship.and  you  desired  an  inquiry 

intt*  his  I'ondnct   and  asked  an  explanation,  and  liis  answer 

should  be — •*  1  will  give  no  n'[ily.     You  may  prosecute  me, 

convict  me  a-^  a  cheat :  and  therefore  I  will  not  give  you  any 

salisl'action  ?"       What   should   you    think  of  that   steward? 

Von  could  have  no  doubt,  in  private  life,  that  that  steward 

was  a  person  not  fit  to  be  a  steward,  nor  fit  to  live. 

uiM.-rn-        Mr.   Hastings,  therefore,  r(»scrves  himself  for  a  court  of 

ivn.-l"?.  r'ii    justicc.     Tluit  siuglc  <.'ircuinstance,  my  Loi*ds,  proves  that  he 

v:""' "'^J"?Mvas  i^uiltv.      It  apiuars  very  o(hl   that  his  ffuilt  should  be 

of  hbfnnii.  inferred  from  his  desire  of  trial  in  a  court  in  which  he  could 

be  acipiitti'd  or  con<lemned.     1  shall  i)rove  to  you  from  that 

i'ircumstance    that  Mr.  Hastings,  desiring  to  be  tried  in  a 

court  of  justice,  convicts  himseli'of  prcsumi)tive  guilt. 

When  Mr.  Hastings  went  to  Bengal,  in  the  year  1772,  he 
lio'l  .   'lirc'tion  exji/'tly  simUar  to  <-ln-  vvhich  he  resisted  i" 
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•::,  An:.  ITS',  v.int,  think  what  must  he  the  case  with  the  upper  bervant  of 
:ill.  J*'«»r,  if  iin  interior  servant  is  not  to  be  brought  to  justice, 
what  must  he  the  situation  of  .a  Governor  General  ?  It  is 
in)iK)Ssil»Ic  not  to  pec  that  he  had  eonceived  that  a  court  of 
justice  hiid  not  sutticient  means  to  bring  his  crimen  to  light 
uinl  tlete<'tiou,  nor  sufficient  niotles  to  bring  him  to  proper  and 
juloi|Uiitr  punishment ;  therefore  he  flew  into  a  court  uf 
jiistici',  not  as  a  ]>hice  to  decide  uiK)n  him,  but  as  a  eanetimry 
to  secure  his  guilt. 

Most  of  your  Lordships  have  travelled  abroad^  and  have 
scL'u  in  the  uninformed  countries  of  Europe  churches  filled 
with  persons  who  take  sanctuary  in  them.  1  ou  do  not  presume 
that  a  man  is  innocent  becimse  he  is  in  a  sanctuar}*.  You 
know  that  it.  so  far  from  demonstrating  his  innocence,  de- 
monstrates his  guilt.  And,  in  this  case,  Mr.  Hastings  flie«) 
not  to  a  court  for  trial,  but  to  a  sanctuary  to  secure  him 
from  it. 

Th.'i.rs.-         Let  us  hear  how  Mr.  Hastings  has  proceeded  with  regsird 

an.-'il'i|.'tr'i    to  this.  The  court  of  justice  dropped;  the  whole  aifair  ended. 

in  Hi  ii:::ii.  '|^|j^.  pi-^j^^.^^-ntion  iu  Ik'ugal.  with  Sir  Elijah  Impey  as  Chief 
•I  ustioc — whom  your  Lordships  have  seen  had  a  most  close  and 
iKinonrahle  connection  with  the  Governor  Gener.il,  all  the  cir- 
oumsiances  of  whicii  I  need  not  detail  to  you,  for  it  must  be 
Iresh  in  your  Lordships*  memory — [was  not  very  formidable]. 
He  Iwul  not  much  to  fear  from  the  impartiality  of  such  a  court : 
he  inii^lit  be  sure  tin;  forms  of  law  would  not  be  strained  to  do 
him  mischief:  therefore  there  was  no  great  terror  in  it.  But 
whatever  terror  was  in  it  was  overblown ;  because  his  eol- 
leaj^ues  refused  to  carry  him  to  it :  and,  therefore,  that  defence 

Mr  iirisi-     j^  gone.     Then,  in  Europe,  he  was  afraid  of  it.     It  was  soon 


iiit:'«   n 


ir'r'.rn.'r-''*' ''^'"^  innocence;  and  he  named  the  characters  of  great  and 
tutii-n.  eminent  persons  in  the  profession,  certainly,  whose  names 
cannot  be  mentioned  without  highly  imposing  upon  the  pre- 
judices of  mankind,  weighing  down  almost  the  reason  of 
mankind — he  quotes  their  opinions  in  his  favour  and  as  a 
reason  why  the  exculpation  that  they  gave  him,  or  were 
sni>i)0ded  to  give  him,  should  excuse  lum  from  any  further 
explanation.* 

*  Tilt?  Fuhjc'ct  of  the  i»roceo<Iin|^8  of  the  Court  of  Directors  in  reference  to 
'ho  charge  of  peciihition  brought  against  Mr.  Hastingg  by  the  migoritT  of  the 
i^>np..{i   ,f  p..ngr;fi  jg  considoro'^  by  the  JSele'^t  Committee  of  the  Hoof  of 
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2.An:.i7^i».  appruvcj  in  the  inanucrL-mcnt  of  any  cause  whatever — yet,  if 
thoru  U  ;i  loiiiiiiiir,  it  is  certainly  a  leaning  for  the  client. 
Mr.  I  lasting}*  resolved,  if  pos.siblc,  to  take  c:irc  that  such  a 
iM.se  >h.»uKl  be  made  as  would  naturally  lead  the  Counsel  to 
n.mi.iiiii  '^'^^^  '^"  itpinion  n^^ainst  the  prosecution.  Yet  the  Coun^l 
rii:ir;icii.r..r  did  iu>t  givt?  a  decided  o[>inion  against  the  prosecution;  but, 
:i:r!iinsrMin''  upou  tlic  ^ cry  liice  of  thc  caf?e,  tiiey  expressed  great  doubts 
i.n.>o.iiti..i..  jijj^^j^  jj^  though  at  the  f^anie  time,  with  such  a  strange,  die- 
orderly,  inij)erreet  and  contused,  ease  as  they  considered  it  to 
be,  they  could  n(»t  advise  a  i)ro3ecution;  and,  in  my  opinion, 
they  Went  nu  further.  And,  uj)on  the  ease  that  was  laid 
before  theuj,  1,  who  am  authorised  by  thc  Commons  to  pro- 
seeute,  do  admit  that  a  great  doubt  might  lie,  in  the  most 
deciding  mind,  wliethcr  under  the  circumstances  there  stated 
a  i>roseeution  could  be  or  ought  to  be  pursued.  1  do  not  say 
whioh  way  my  mind  wouhl  have  turned  upon  the  very  im- 
perfeet  state  ot*  that  case;  but  I  still  allow  enough  for  thc 
viiy  great  ability  of  great  minds  and  sound  judgment  uiwn 
that  <'ase,  and  I  am  not  sure,  if  it  was  res  infegra,  that  I 
windd  n«»t  have  rather  hesitated  myself,  who  am  now  here 
an  accuser,  what  judgnumt  to  give. 

It  does  happen  that  there  are  very  singular  circumstances 

in  this  case,  wlileh  your   Lordships  will  advert  to,  and  will 

consider  whether  they  are  proper  and  reasonable,  and  what 

weight  they  are  to  have  with  your  Lordships'  minds. 

niisoffhr.        'I'he  solieit(»r  of  the  Company  at  that  time  was  and  is  a 

rilil'r.Mw''^    very  respeeiable   man  in  the  profession — Mr.  Smith.      lie 

yir^insi-  ^^•^'^  *^^  ^'**^*^  ^"^*^'  ^'*^*  Company's  solicitor.  He  has  since 
iuL-s' taxotir.  appeared  in  this  cause  as  Mr.  Hastings'  solicitor.  Now 
tlurre  is  alway>  something  particular  that  a  man,  remainiug 
in  tlie  sam«»  ollice,  should  be  at  once  solicitor  for  the  prose- 
cution and  lor  the  prosecuted;  as  add  as  if  Mr.  Hastings' 
soliciti>r  and  ours  was  the  same  person,  concerned  in  tliia 
prosecution  and  trial  before  your  Lordships.  It  is  true  that 
we  cannot  make  out,  nor  do  we  attempt  to  make  out,  that  he 
was  at  that  time  actnally  Mr.  Hastings'  solicitor.  All  that  wc 
shall  attempt  to  make  out  is,  that  the  case  he  produced  w^as  just 
sueh  as  a  solicitor,  anxious  for  the  jireservation  of  his  client 
and  not  anxious  for  thc  prosecution,  would  liavc  made  out.* 

•  IMr.  Smith's  report  is  ])rinted  in  tlie  Appemlix,  No.  Ill  A.,  to  thc  Ninth 
IJoport  of  l!ii*  Sek'ot  (.\mimittfe  on  liulian  Atfairs,  presented  in  tlic  jear  1783. 
His  statement  of  the  case  rcspeeting  the  lac  and  a  half  of  rupees  alleged  to 
have  been  received  by  Air.  11astingS|  with  the  opinions  of  Counsel,  is  printed  "* 
*h'  '>nA  of  his  report 
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-.»Arij.  17V.K  cliar^rt'S  Jiavc  l)ecn  made,  .^tatin^r  mnnics  very  improperljr  received  by 
Mr.  Hustings  during  the  time  of  the  late  admintstraticm.  xXmongst 
thi'Mu  is  oiu\  of  his  having  retreivt'd  15(^(MK)  ru|»ecs  of  Miinny  Berlin), 
the  i^mirdian  of  the  Nahob,  who  is  an  infant." 

uirli'/'l^rio  '"  *'*''='  ^^''^^  ^^^  *'*^  ^^®  everything  is  put  out  of  its  true 
III,  nny  :iu.i  idjice.     Mr.  Hastinj's  was  not  cliarffed  with  receiving  a  lac  and 

n  iiiilr  lues  of  *-^  ^  ^ 

'rniHosV,..  a  halt*  of  rupees  from  Munny  Beguin^  the  guaitlian  of  the 
Mimnyiic"  Nawal)  ;  for  she  was  not  his  guardian.  But  he  was  charged 
piiiii.  ^yjjij  receiving  a  hic  and  a  half  of  rupees  for  removing  the 

Nawah*s  own  mother,  who  was  his  natural  guardian,  and  sub- 
stituting this  step-mother,  who  was  a  prostitute,  in  her  place. 
Whereas,  here  it  supposes  he  found  her  a  guardian,  and  she 
had  made  him  a  present,  which  alters  the  whole  nature  of  the 
case.  It  sets  out,  in  that  very  recital  of  the  case  and  recital 
of  the  charge,  with  what  every  one  of  your  Loi*dships  knows 
now  not  to  be  the  truth  of  the  fact  nor  the  thing  that  in 
itself  im]dios  the  criminality:  he  ought  to  have  stated  that 
tions7ii  till-  "*  ^''^*  beginning  of  the  business.  The  suppressions  in  that 
n-iH.ri.  recittd  are  amazing.  I  le  states  *'  an  inquiry  having  been  made 
by  the  Su[»reme  Council  of  Bengal  respecting  the  conduct  of 
the  members  of  the  last  administnition."  That  inquiry  was 
made  in  conseiiucnce  of  the  charge,  and  not  the  charge  brought 
iorward,  as  they  would  have  it  believed,  in  consequence  vf 
the  intjuiry.  There  is  no  mention  that  that  inquiry  had 
boon  ex])ressly  ordered  by  the  court  of  Directors  ;  but  it  is 
stiittd  as  tliough  it  was  a  voluntary  inquiry  ;  .and  there  is 
always  M)mething  doubtful  in  voluntary  incpiiries  with 
regard  to  the  [>eoplc  concerned.  And  then  he  supposes  thiit, 
upon  that  iiKpilry,  this  wjus  the  charge,  which  is  not  the 
ehargi*  at  all.  llie  crime,  as  I  have  stated,  consisted  of  two 
distinct  parts,  but  both  inferring  the  same  corruption — the 
iirst,  two  lacs  of  rupees  taken  expressly  for  the  nomination 
of  this  woman  to  this  place,  and  the  other,  one  lac  and  a 
half  of  rupees,  in  effect  for  the  same  purpose,  but  under  the 
name  and  colour  of  an  entertainment. 
ThiMvi-  'j^\^Q  drawer  of  this  case,  findini'  that,  in  the  one  case, 

pnrtnriiu!  namely,  the  two  lacs  ot  rupees,  the  evidence  was  more 
pUitMo^i'i.-  weak,  I  nit  that  no  justification  could  be  set  up ;  finding  in  the 
other  iwri.  ^^(^^^J'^  the  lac  and  a  half  of  rupees,  the  proof  strong  and  not 
to  be  resisted,  but  that  some  justification  was  to  be  found 
for  it,  sets  aside  the  charge  of  the  two  lac« ;  and  the 
evidence  belonging  to  it,  which  was  considered  as  rather 
weak,  is  applied  to  the  other  charge  of  the  lac  and  a  half, 
♦ho  p-onf  of  which  upon  its  own  evidence  ^as  irresistible. 
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My  speech  I  hope  your  Lordships  consider  as  only  point-  2fiAPH.i789. 
ing  out  to  your  attention  particulars  Your  Lordships  will 
see  it  exemplified  almost  through  the  whole ;  and  afterwards, 
when  there  is  some  evidence — for  some  evidence  is  brought 
that  does  not  belong  to  the  lac  and  a  half — it  is  entirely 
passed  by,  the  most  material  circumstances  are  weakened, 
the  whole  strength  and  force  of  them  taken  away.  Eveiy 
one  knows  how  true  it  is  of  evidence  juncta  juvant  All 
that  is  broken  and  smashed  to  pieces,  and  nothing  but  dis- 
order appears  through  the  whole.  For  your  Lordships  will 
observe,  that  the  proof  that  belongs  to  one  thing  is  put  as 
belonging  to  another,  and  then  the  other  brought  in  a  weak 
and  imperfect  manner  in  the  rear  of  the  first,  and  with  every 
kind  of  observation,  if  any  at  all ;  which  observations  are  to 
rebut  and  weaken  it  when  an  evidence  is  produced  which 
appears  inapplicable  almost  in  all  the  parts,  in  many  doubt- 
ful, confused  and  perplexed,  and  in  some  even  contradictory 
— which  it  will  be  when  the  evidence  to  one  thing  is  brought 
to  apply  and  bear  upon  another.  In  consequence  of  that, 
they  were  in  good  hopes  that  should  happen  which  in  part 
did  happen — that  the  Counsel,  distracted  and  confused,  and 
finding  no  satisfaction  in  the  case,  could  not  advise  a  pro- 
secution. 

But  there  is  a  more  material  and  weighty  thing  still —  introduc- 
that  this  case  does  in  a  great  degree,  and  the  report  still  ReiJort  of  *^ 
more,  while  it  produces  some  parts  suppress  the  rest,  and,  ill^'^'SJj;;^ 
turning  from  the  case  to  the  proceedings   of  the  persons  fhllJJJi^''' 
who  are  supposed  to  have  the  management  of  the  inquiry,  opposed  to 
and  leaning  upon  their  character,  they  adduce  and  add  as  Rupur^ion 
an  appendix  to  this  cjise  Mr.  Hastings'  own  invectives  and  Si^tiony^"" 
charge  against  these  people.     At  the  very  same  time,  they 
suppress  and  do  not  bring  forward,  either  in  the  charge  or 
upon  the  report,  what  the  other  party  have  said  in  their  own 
justification ;  so  that  it  appears  to  be  a  confused,  puzzled, 
inapplicable,  bcnly  of  evidence  made  for  one  side  of  the  case,  for 
the  most  part.     I  say  for  the  most  part,  for  the  rest  did  apply 
to  the  case,  but  was  miserably  applied  to  the  case.     The  con- 
sequence of  this  management  was,  confounding  a  body  of 
evidence,  in  a  case  capable  of  being  made  the  clearest  in  the 
world,  and  which  I  hope  we  shall,  from  endence,  make  it  to 
your  T^ordships.     From  their  own  state  of  the  case,  they 
would  have  it  inferred  that  the  fault  was  not  in  their  way  of 
representing  it,  but  in  the  infirmity,  confusion  and  disorder, 
of  the  proofs  themselves ;  which  I  trust  we  shall  satisfy  you 
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"''*  •^^^"'*^- 13  by  no  means  the  case.  But  I  rest  upon  the  proof  of  the 
partiality  in  this  bii^inc^a  and  the  imposition  upon  the 
Counsel,  wlietlur  designed  or  not — that  there  ib  a  bias  given 
to  it,  by  ii'iding  an  appendix  with  Mr.  Hastings'  own  remarks 
u[)on  the  case,  and  not  ifiving  the  reasons  of  the  other 
parties  for  their  conduct.  Now,  if  there  was  nothing  else 
than  tiiis  fallacious  recital  and  afterwards  this  suppression,  I 
bolicvo  any  rational  and  sober  man  would  sec  perfect,  good 
and  surticicnt.  Lsround  for  laying  aside  any  authority  derived 
from  the  opinions  of  persons  of  the  first  character:  and  I 
am  sure  ihi  man  living  docs  more  Jiomage  to  their  learning, 
impart ialiiy  and  understanding,  than  1  do.*  First,  because 
the  state  of  the  case  lias  thrown  the  whole  into  confusion; 
[and  secondly.]  because  the  matter  added  as  an  appendix  ia 
giving  the  representation  c»f  the  delincpient  and  refusing  the 
rej)rcsentation  of  his  prosecutors;  and,  therefore,  it  is  observed 
very  properly  and  very  wisely  by  one  of  the  great  men  before 
whom  this  evidence  was  laid — •'  The  evidence,  as  it  is  here 
.stated,  is  still  more  defective.  If  the  appendix  is  adopted  by  the 
Directtjrs,  and  meant  to  make  a  part  of  the  case,  that  throws 
discredit  upon  all  the  information  so  collected."  Certainly 
it  does;  for  if  you  hear  the  delinquent  party,  who  is  to  be 
l)roseciited,  and  annex  his  own  representation  of  the  case 
and  not  that  of  those  against  him,  he  is  master  of  the  mind  of 
the  lawyers,  and  it  must  wcit^h  upon  the  mind  of  mankind. 
K»noriionji  !My  Lords,  I  have  here  onlv  attem])tcd  to  point  out  the 
irtuiy's  (^oll-  extreme  inconsistencies  and  deieeta  or  this  proceeding ;  and 
pnViru!*'*  1  wish  your  I^ordships  to  consider  what  the  proceedings  of 
li'iiH.  ii^^j  India  House  arc  in  their  prosecutions — that  it  is  in  the 

power  of  ."-onie  of  their  officers  to  make  statements  in  the 
manner  that  1  have  described,  then  obtain  the  names  of  great 
lawyers,  an<l,  und(»r  their  sanction,  to  carry  a  man  through 
the  world  as  acquitted. 

These  are  the  material  circumstances  which  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  yo»ir  Lordships*  sober  consideratitm  in  the  course 
of  this  inquiry.  1  state  them  tor  these  two  reasons : — first, 
to  rebut  the  reason  which  IMr.  Hastings  has  assigned  for  not 
giving  any  satisfaction  to  the  court  of  Directors,  because 
they  did  not  want  it,  having  dropped  a  prosecution    upon 


*  'I'lie  Coiinsel  to  vhora  the  case  was  referred  were  the  Attorney  General, 
afterwards  I^)rd  Thiirlow,  Sir  Alexander  "WcHlderbum,  Solicitor  Geueral,  after- 
ranis  I^>rd  T-onphborough,  ^!r.    Serjeant   Adair,  afterwards    Ifecorder  of 
^P^^.,  \Tr  nntiDin«r,  aftcrwn"^8  Lord  Ashburto"  nnd  Mr.  Sayer. 
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great  authorities  and  opinions;  and  next,  to  show  your 26 Apr. i7M. 
Lordships  how  a  business,  begun  in  bribery,  is  to  be  supported 
only  by  fraud,  deceit  and  collusion, — and  how  receiving  a 
br'»be  by  a  Governor  General  of  Bengal  tends  to  taint  the 
whole  service,  from  beginning  to  end,  botli  at  home  and 
abroad. 

It  is  true  that,  upon  the  case  that  was  presented  to  them, 
those  great  lawyers  did  not  advise  a  prosecution ;  and 
when  you  take  the  opinion  of  a  lawyer  upon  a  full  repre- 
sentation of  a  case,  he  may  think  that  a  man  ought  not  to 
be  prosecuted,  yet  he  may  consider  him  to  be  the  vilest 
man  upon  earth.  We  know  men  are  acquitted  in  the  great 
tribunals  in  which  several  Lords  of  this  country  preside, 
and  who  perhaps  ought  not  to  be  brought  there  and  prose- 
cuted before  them,  and  yet  about  whose  general  delinquency 
of  character  there  could  be  no  doubt.  Here  then  there  is 
a  new  and  additional  reason  to  justify  the  great  lawyers 
whose  names  and  authorities  are  produced,  and  by  him- 
self extended  beyond  the  length  of  their  opinions.  Then,  Obijpition 
l)eing  no  longer  under  the  terror  of  the  law,  which  lie  said  Sp^  on*"*" 
restrained  him,  he  was  bound  to  give  that  satisfaction  to  Tj^wpr^^ 
his  masters  and  the  world  which  every  man  in  honour  is  bound  wcutjon.  to 

,  ,•  •       1  1  .  •      ,     1  •        clear  himself 

to  give  when  a  grave  accusation  is  brought  agamst  hnn.  lothoDi- 
That  business  of  the  law  from  this  moment  I  wish  to  sleep,  "^*^"- 
till  the  time  it  comes  before  you.  I  do  suspect  and  have 
reason,  sitting  in  committees  in  the  House  of  Commons,  to 
believe  that  there  was  then  in  the  India  House  a  body  of 
iniquity,  some  where  or  other,  which  was  capable  of  imposing 
upon  the  solicitor;  the  guilt  of  which  could  not  be  his, 
l>ecause  that  is  of  another  nature,  which  I  shall  state  here- 
after, that  your  Lordships  may  be  able  to  discover  through 
who.^e  means  and  whose  fraud  Mr.  Hastings  obtained  these 
opinions.  If  the  report  were  truly  stated,  the  opinions  of 
mankind  undoubtedly  must  go  with  it  If  all  the  great 
lawyers  had  been  imanimous  upon  that  occasion,  then  it 
became  necessiiry  for  him  to  say  : — "  I  cannot,  according  to 
my  own  opinion,  be  brought  to  give  an  account  in  a  court 
of  justice.  I  have  got  great  lawyers  to  declare  that,  upon 
the  case  that  is  laid  before  them,  they  cannot  advise  a  pro- 
pecution."  Then  is  the  time  for  a  man  to  come  forward 
and,  when  no  longer  in  fear  that  his  defence  may  be  tunied 
against  him,  then  to  produce  his  defence  for  the  satisfaction 
of  his  ma-sters  ond  the  vindication  of  his  own  character. 
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2r.  Aric^i7sit.    Biit,  iiot  withstAuding  the  high  honour  that  I  have  for  aome  of 
tliose  persons  who  gave  that  doubtful  opinion — for  I  believe 
your  Lordships  will  find  it  no  better  than  a  doubtful  opinion, 
with  a  great  censure  upon  the  state  of  the  case — yet  there 
wi*rc  sonic  great  lawyers,  men  of  great  authority  in  the 
kingdom,  who  gave  a  fidl  and  decided  opinion  that  a  prose- 
cution ouglit  to  be  instituted  against  him.     But  the  court 
of  Directors  decided  upon  it:  they  overruled  those  opinions, 
and  acted  upon   the  opinions  in  favour  of  Mr.  Hastings. 
Tlicrcforcy  when  he  knew  that  the  great  men  in  the  law 
were  divided  upon  the  propriety  of  a  prosecution,  he  was 
Vi''"s-*''."^   bound  to  enter  into  a  justification  of  his  conduct.     But  there 
iiiK>u'^''       was   one  other  great  reason  to  do  it,  because  one   great 
iuKs'o.n-     lawyer,  known  to  many  of  your  Lordships — Mr.  Sayer — a 
till.  t.  y(.py  lioncst,  intelligent  man,  who  long  served  the  Company 

and  well  knew  their  affairs — had  given  an  opinion  concerning 
Mr.  Hastings'  conduct  in  stopping  these  prosecutions.  There 
was  an  abstract  question  put  to  Mr.  Sayer  and  other  great 
lawyers,  separated  from  many  of  the  circumstances  of  this 
business,  concerning  a  ^)oint  which  incidentally  arose ;  which 
was,  whether  Mr.  Hastings,  as  Governor  General,  had  a 
|)owcr  so  to  dissolve  the  Council  tliat,  if  he  declared  it 
dissolved,  they  could  not  sit  and  do  any  legal  and  regular 
act.  It  was  a  great  question  with  the  lawyers  at  the  time, 
and  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  on  it  Mr.  Sayer 
was  one  of  those  who  were  inclined  to  be  of  opinion  that 
the  (lovcrnor  General  had  a  power  of  dissolving  the  Council, 
and  that  the  Council  could  not  legally  sit  after  such  dissolu- 
tion, l^ut  what  was  his  remark? — and  you  must  suppose  his 
remark  of  more  weight,  because,  upon  an  abstract  question, 
ho  had  given  his  opinion  in  favour  of  Mr.  Hastings'  judg- 
ment:— 

"  First,  the  meetinj^  of  the  Council  dei)en(ls  on  the  pleasure  of  the 
(jo\'i>riior.  and  I  think  the  duration  of  it  must  do  so  too ;  but  it  was  as 
t^n'ut  a  crime  to  dissolve  the  (V.uncil  upon  base  and  sinister  motives  as 
il  would  be  to  assume  the  ])0wer  of  dissolvin^^  if  he  had  it  not.  I 
h(*lieve  he  is  the  firs^t  Ciovernor  that  ever  dissolved  a  Council  inquiring 
into  his  behaviour,  when  he  was  innocent.  Before  he  could  summon 
three  Councils  and  dissolve  them,  he  had  time  fully  to  consider  what 
would  !)e  the  result  of  such  c<mduct — to  convince  every  body  beyond  a 
doubt  of  bis  conscious  guilt."* 

*  **  OpinloDS  of  Counsel  as  to  the  DissolutioD  of  the  Cooncil  of  Bengal:*' 
printed  in  Appendix  M.  to  the  Eleventh  Keport  of  the  Select  Committee 
a])iK)intcd  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the  administration  c^  joftice 
in  the  p«H)viDces  of  Bengal,  Bahar  and  Orissa,  1783. 
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Then  Mr.  Snycr,  among  other  learned  people— and,  if  he  23Api^i7iio 
was  not  the  man  which  I  have  described  him,  yet  from  his  Coinainsiin- 
intlmate  connection  with  the  Company  lie  mnst  he  supposed  sh,* sLT**  "^ 
to  have  a  great  weight — using  expressions  as  strong  as  the  ""•^'^'*^- 
persons  who  have  ever  criminated  Mr.  Hastings  most,  for  the 
worst  of  his  crimes,  have  ever  used  to  qnalify  and  dcscrihe 
them — that  it  was  upon  base  and  sinister  motives — Mr. 
Hastings  was  bound  upon  that  occasion  to  justify  that  strong 
conduct*  allowed  to  be  legal  and  charged  at  the  same  time 
to  he  violent.  He  was  obliged  to  produce  something 
in  his  justification.  He  never  did.  Therefore  all  the 
reasons  assigned  by  himself,  drawn  from  the  circumstance 
of  prosecution  and  non-prosecution,  drawn  from  opinions  of 
lawyers  and  colleagues,  the  court  of  Directors  censuring 
his  conduct  and  strongly  applauding  the  conduct  of  those 
who  were  adveree  to  him — Mr.  Hastings  was,  from  these 
accumulated  circumstances,  bound  to  get  rid  of  the  infamy 
of  the  conduct  which  could  be  attributed  to  nothing  but 
base  and  sinister  motiveS;  and  which  could  have  no  effect 
but  to  convince  persons  of  his  consciousness  that  he  was 
ffuiltv.     From   these   circumstances   1   infer   that   no  man  Vrcsump- 

llDlI  of  llIM 

could  have  endured  this  load  of  infamy,  and  to  this  time  ftuut  from 
have  given  no  explanation  of  it,  upon  the  reasons  he  tmXr*« 
gives,  of  reserving  himself  for  a  prosecution,  and  then  i'"'" 
making  none  because  there  was  no  prosecuticm — nothing 
could  account  for  it,  but  that  reason  which  tliis  learned 
Counsel  gives,  which  your  Lordshi]>s  and  which  the  world 
will  give,  namely,  his  conscious  guilt.  After  mentioning 
and  leaving  to  your  own  minds  tiiat  presumption,  not  as 
openiting  without  proof  but  as  operating  along  with  the 
proof — for  I  take  it  there  are  some  presumptions  that  go 
the  full  length  of  proof — I  do  not  press  that  to  the  length  to 
which  I  think  it  would  go,  but  leave  it  to  be  auxiliary, 
:i8sisting,  and  compurgatory  of  all  the  other  parts  that  go 
along  with  it 

There  Is  a  circumstance  which  must  come  before  your 
Lonlships  in  this  business.     If  you  find  that  Mr.  Hastings 
has  received  the  two  lacs   of   rupees,    then  you   will  find 
that  he  was  ffuiltv,  without  colour  or  pretext  of  any  kind  Aii«;ini>to<i 
whatever,  of  actmg  in  violation  of  his  covenant,  actiug  in„fiii..n'- 
vir)lation    of  the    laws   and    all    the    rules   of    honour   and  j;^;,^,^.^^^^;^ 
conscience.     Hut  if  you  find  that  he  has  taken  the  lac  and  a  !.',';;';!•;;;[.,[;:" 
half,  which    he    admits    and  which    is  justified  under  the  mcut. 

VOL.  11.  F 
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2-Ai.:j>:«.  J,,-.  tiiKx- t»t'  Jill  iiit'.-ruiiniiiiMit.  1   >li:»ll  bcg  to  sav  somethinff 
to  viuir  Lnnl-hip-  i.-onoeniliiLL'  tli.at  ju.'rtificiitiun. 

Siippn-t-  t1i«-  jii^tifh-'aiiuii  s»t  lip  is  that  it  was  piven  as 
a  cii.-!"!!!  ('t'  riit«riaiiii!H*iil :  that  lie*  wi-nl  up  from  Cal- 
cutta tiii'l  pai'l  a  vi-it  t»t  thn-c*  month?,  and  that  there  an 
allnwaiu'c  \v:n  maih*  t't  him  of  'JOO/.  a  tlav,  in  Heii  of  an 
iiitt  rtainiiu'nt.  Xnw,  mv  Lunl-,  I  leave  it  to  voii,  if  there 
wa>  snrh  a  n»?to]ii.  >vhcthrr  m*  ii«^  his  covenant  ju:?tiiies  his 
fuiTiforiniiy  \vith  i;  I  Rinrinher  Li-rJ  Coke,  talkinjr  of  the 
15ri'h«'n  law  in  Iivlainl.  >av.-  it  is  nt>  law  Imt  a  lewd  (*u8tnra. 
A  L^nvcrimr  is  i«»  cnntiinn  l!inj?*'lf  ti»  the  hiws  <»f  hid  country, 
to  the  >tipulati<*ns  of  those  that  employ  him.  and  not  to 
the  h»wil  cu^toIus  <»f  any  rountry.  Those  cu:$t()ms  arc 
*■  more  hoiionn-d  in  the  hrearh  than  in  the  ohservanec/'  If 
Mr.  IIa-tiij;r-  ^^as  really  fuastid  and  entertained  with  the 
maiinitiiMiice  ol'  ilu-  country  :  it*  there  was  an  entertainment 
oi"  ijanrinir  liirl^  ln'oiiirht  out  to  amuse  him  in  his  leisure 
hours  ;  if  In-  was  fra>ifil  with  the  hooka  and  every  other 
luxurv  ;  tlurc  wa- soim-thiuir  tt>  he  said  fm*  him,  though  I 
.-houM  n(»t  ju^iitV  a  (nner-.ior  General  wa-tini;  his  davs  in 
that  manner:  hut  hen-  was  no  entertainment  ^vhich  could 
A»m«;i'r.ri]if  jininiint  1.1  <n('li  a  sum.  lu  the  first  i>la<*e,  he  has  nowhere 
lhVpns'.",i   proved    the    existiMice   cf   -iich  a  custom.      Diit,  if  such  a 

"'^' ' '      cu-^tom  <liil  exist,  which  I  contmd  is  "  more  honoured  in  the 

hrcai'Ii  lliMU  ill  thv  ol»ervanre,"*  that  custom  is  capable  of 
\}v\u\S  al»usi<l  to  the  i:n»ssi.'st  extortion,  and  it  will  strike  your 
Lonl.-hii)/  uiinil-  in  si»cli  a  manner,  that  1  hardly  need  detail 
it.  What!  200/.  to  he  jj:ivi'u  to  a  man  fi>r  his  entertainment? 
If  th<*rf  is  an  end  of  it  tlure  it  ruins  nohody,  and  cannot  bo 
suppo-cd  to  a  L^'cat  (hjrrec  to  corrupt  anyhody.  But  when 
that  cutirtainmcut  is  renewed  (lav  alter  day  for  three  months, 
it  is  no  longer  a  compliuu'nt  to  the  man,  but  a  preat  jieeuniary 
ad\auta;^(' ;  an«l.  on  the  other  hand,  to  the  person  jriving  it, a 
irrii\<ui-  and  intolerable  burdeu.  It  then  becomes  a  matter 
of  the  most  >eri<»us  and  drea<ll'ul  extortion,  tending  to  hinder 
the  jieoj)le  who  liive  it.  not  oidy  from  giving  entertainment, 
but  from  havinu:  luvadtoeat  themselves.  Therefore,  if  it  was 
such  an  entertainment,  that  entertainment  was  perA'erted  by 
the  utiv  of  i(--bv  beint'-  continued  for  three  months  toffether. 
It  is  longer  than  Ahasuerus'  feast.  There  is  '•  a  feast  of 
reason  and  a  How  (»f  soul,*'  but  'Slv.  Hastings*  feast  was  a 
feast  of  avari(te  and  a  How  of  m<mev.  No  wonder  he  wa? 
iipiviiiing  to  ri:  •  froio  <iich  a  t'*'»h?      ITi  '*.o"tinucd  to  ««t  a 
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that  tabic  for  three  months.     In  his  covenant  he  i:*  forbidden  25  Am.iTsg. 
expressly  to  take  any  allowance,  not  only  gifts— bribes — lie  rrohTb^ion 
id  forbidden  to  take  any  allowance  above  400/.,  and  forbidden  pUsoms^.y^ 
to  take  any  allowance  above  100/.  without  the  knowledfje,  !''''^>j*":_ 
consent  and  approbation,  of  the  Council  to  which  he  belongs,  uwits. 
Now  he  takes  16,000/.,  not  only  without  the  consent  of  the 
Council,  but  without  their  knowledge,  without  the  know- 
ledge of  any  human  being.     It  is  kept  hid  in  the  darkest  Concoai- 
and  most  secret  recesses  of  his  own  black  agents  and  con-  Jn'i.iit. 
fidants  and  those  of  Munny  IJegum.     Wliy  is  it  a  secret  ? 
Hospitality?   generosity,  virtues  of   that   kind,  are  iuU  of 
display.     There  is  an  ostentation,  a  pomp,  in  them  ;   they 
want  to  be  shown  to  the  world,  not  concealed.    The  conceal- 
ment of  acts  of  charity  is  the  thing  that  makes  them  accept- 
able in  the  eyes  of  IIii]i  with  regard  to  whom  there  can  be 
no  concealment ;  but  acts  of  corruption  are  kept  secret,  not 
to  keep  them  secret  from  that  eye  which  the  person  who 
observes  the  secrecy  does   not   fear   nor  believe,  perhaps, 
but  to  keep  them  secret  from  the  eyes  of  mankind,  whoso 
opinions  he  does  fear,  in  the  immediate  effect  of  them  and  in 
their  future  conseciuences.     Therefore  he  had  but  one  reason 
to  keep  this  so  dark  and  profound  a  secret,  till  it  was  dragged 
into  day  in  spite  of  him.     He  had  no  reason  to  keep  it  a 
secret,  but  knowing  it  was  a  proceeding  that  could  not  l)ear 
the  light.     Charity  is  the  only  virtue  I  ever  heard  of  that 
derives  from  it^  retirement  any  part  of  its  lustre  ;  the  others 
require  to  be  spread  abroad  in  the  face  of  day,  that  such 
candles   should   not   be  hid   under  a  bushel,  but,   like  the 
illumination  which  men  light  when  they  mean  to  express 
great  joy  and  great  magnificence  lor  a  great  event,  the  very 
splendour  of  them  is  a  part  of  their  excellence.     We,  upon 
our  feasts,  light  up  this  whole  ca[)ilal  city;  wo,  in  our  feasts, 
invite  all  the  world  to  partake  them.     ilr.  Hastings  feasts  in 
the  dark:    Mr.  Hastings   feasts  alone:    Mr.  Hastings  fejists 
like  a  wild  beast.     He  growls  in  the  corntr  over  the  dying 
and  the  dead,  like  the  tigers  of  that  country  who  drag  their 
prey  into  the  jungles.    Nobody  knows  of  it  till  he  is  brought 
into  judgment  for  the  firstlings  of  the  flock  he  has  destroyed. 
This  IS  the  entertainment  of  Tantalus;  it  is  an  entertainment 
that  the  sun  turns  black  at. 

When  I   tell  your  Lordships  that  it  was  the  custom  of  Mr.  Hnjt- 
cutertamment  up<m  a  visit,  was  iNlr.  Hjistmgs  upon  a  visit  i*  titiiKi to ou- 
>o  :  he  was  executing  a  commission  for  the  Company  in  aanbijiiiff 

*«.    9  upon  a  Wait. 
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'd:t  Am.  i7so.  cliarjjps  have  l)een  inaile,  stating  monies  very  improperly  received  by 
Mr.  Hustings  during  the  time  of  the  lute  administration.  Amongst 
these  is  one,  of  his  having  received  15(MMN)  rui>ees  of  Munny  Be^im. 
the  guardian  of  the  Nabob,  who  is  an  infant." 

fnontlZ-ftn  ■''"  *'**^  ^^^^^  ^*^  ^'*^  ^^^^  everything  is  put  out  of  its  true 
til.-  oiM-  niui  ])Iiice.  Mr.  HHStinjys  was  not  charged  with  receiving  a  lac  and 
rujM'fM  rr-  a  luilf  of  rupccs  f Voui  Muuny  Begum,  the  guardian  of  the 
Mminy  Be"  ^»^wiil)  ;  for  elic  was  not  his  guardian.  But  he  was  charged 
gmii.  ^yj^ii  receiving  a  lac  and  a  half  of  rupees  for  removing  the 

Nawab's  own  mother,  who  was  his  natural  guardian,  and  sub- 
stituting this  step-mother,  who  was  a  prostitute,  in  her  place. 
Whereas,  here  it  supposes  he  found  her  a  guardian,  and  she 
had  made  him  a  present,  which  alters  the  whole  nature  of  the 
case.  It  sets  out,  in  tliat  very  recital  of  the  case  and  recital 
of  the  charge,  with  what  every  one  of  your  Lordships  knows 
now  not  to  be  the  truth  of  the  fact  nor  the  thing  that  in 
itself  implies  the  criminality:  he  ought  to  have  stated  that 
hions'?n  the  ^"  *'*^  beginning  of  the  business.  Tlie  suppressions  in  that 
niwrt.  recital  are  amazing.  He  states  '*  an  inquiry  having  been  made 
by  the  Supreme  Council  of  Bengal  respecting  the  conduct  of 
the  members  of  the  last  administnitlou."  That  inquiry  was 
made  in  consequence  of  the  charge,  and  not  the  charge  brought 
iorward,  as  they  would  have  it  believed,  in  consequence  of 
the  inquiry.  There  is  no  mention  that  that  inquiry  had 
been  expressly  ordered  by  the  court  of  Directors  ;  but  it  is 
stated  as  though  it  was  a  voluntary  inquiry  ;  and  there  is 
always  something  doubtful  in  voluntary  inquiries  with 
regard  to  the  [»eople  concerned.  And  then  he  supposes  that, 
upon  that  inquiry,  this  was  the  charge,  which  is  not  the 
chaige  at  all.  The  crime,  as  I  have  stated,  consisted  of  two 
distinct  parts,  but  both  inferring  the  same  corruption — the 
first,  two  lacs  of  rupees  taken  expressly  for  the  nomination 
of  this  woman  to  this  place,  and  the  other,  one  lac  and  a 
half  of  rupees,  in  effect  for  the  same  purpose,  but  under  the 
name  and  colour  of  an  entertainment. 
Tiictvi-  The  drawer  of  this  case,  findin^j  that,  in  the  one  case, 

UOlM'r  Oil  OHO  ^  O  '  ' 

part  oft  1,0  namely,  the  two  lacs  of  rupees,  the  evidence  was  more 
iiii'Iii*T(Aho  weak,  but  that  no  justification  could  be  set  up ;  iinding  in  the 
other  iKirt.  q^Ijqj.^  tJic  lac  and  a  half  of  rupees,  the  proof  strong  and  not 
to  be  resisted,  but  that  some  justification  was  to  be  found 
for  it,  sets  aside  the  charge  of  the  two  lac« ;  and  the 
evidence  belonging  to  it,  which  was  considered  as  rather 
weak,  is  applied  to  the  other  charge  of  the  lac  and  a  half, 
the  proof  ^^'  u'hir»li  upon  ^ts  own  evide"^'^  w«s  irresistible. 
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cliarj^c«  for  three  nioiiths,  whicli  amounts  to  12,000f.  a  year —  ii3.vrE.i7M>. 
a  laryc  anil  an  abundant  sum.  But,  if  you  once  iulmit  tlial 
a  man  for  an  entertainment  shall  t^ikc  16,000/.,  there  never 
will  be  any  bribe,  any  corruption,  that  is  not  to  be  jucitifiod. 
Tlic  corrupt  man  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  make  a  visit,  and 
then,  that  very  moment^  he  may  receive  any  sum  under  the 
name  of  this  entertainment :  that  moment  his  covenants  arc 
annulled,  his  bonds  and  obligations  destroyed,  the  Act  of 
Parliament  repealed,  and  it  is  no  longer  bribery,  it  is  no 
longer  corruption,  it  is  no  longer  peculation,  it  is  nothing 
but  thanks  for  obliging  inquiries  and  a  compliment,  accord- 
ing to  the  mode  of  the  country,  by  which  he  makes  his 
fortune. 

What  hinders  him  from  renewing  that  visit  ?     If  you  suj)-  Danger  of 
ixirt  this  distinction,  you  will  teach  the  Governor  General,  prewMiuffS? 
inste:id  of  attending  his  business  at  the  capital,  to  make  mcnt!**" 
journeys  through  the  country,  putting  every  great  man  of 
that  country  under  the  most  ruinous  contributions  :  and,  as 
this  is  not  a  custom  confined  by  any  manner  of  means  to  the 
Governor  General,  but  extended,  as  it  must  be  upon  that 
principle,  to  every  servant  of  the  Company,  in  any  station 
whatever,  then,  each  of  them  receiving  an  entertainment,  I 
will  venture  to  say  that  the  greatest  ravage  of  a  hostile 
army  could  not  destroy  the  country  more  than  the  Company's 
servants,  under  the  name  of  an  entertainment. 

Your  Lordships  will  see  that  there  is  another  entertain- 
ment, at  the  expense  of  another  lac  of  rupees,  not  supported 
with  the  same  evidence,  but  with  a  great  probability  of  evi- 
dence ;  and  the  great  probability  is  that  he  received  two 
l.ncs  of  rupees,  and  Mr.  Middleton  another  lac.  I  say,  tl'-* 
whole  of  the  Nawab's  revenues  would  have  been  exhausted 
by  these  two  men,  if  they  had  staid  there  a  whole  year,  and 
thev  .staid  three  months.  If  this  is  the  case  under  these  nanicjp 
imder  every  pretence  that  maybe  got  from  a  corrupt  custoh? 
of  the  country,  there  will  be  nothing  left  in  the  pockets  [of 
the  people],  and  nothing  securcd  iVom  th(j  Company's  ser- 
vants, so  long  as  they  can  iind  a  vicious  excuse  for  any  eorrut)t 
practice.  The  excuse  is  worse  than  the  thing  itself.  I  leave 
it  therewith  your  judgment,  to  know  whether  you  will  or  not 
— if  this  justiiieatien  comes  before  you — establish  a  principle 
which  would  put  all  Bengal  in  a  worse  situation  than  a 
hostile  anny  could  do,  and  ruin  all  the  Company's  servants, 
bv  sendinir  them  from  their  dutv  to  go  round  robbing  the 
whole  countrv  under  the  name  of  an  entertanunent. 
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gr.  Apr.  n»9.  ia  hy  no  means  the  case.  But  I  rest  uj>on  the  proof  of  the 
|)nrtiiility  in  this  1)nsiner>8  and  the  inip<)t<ition  upon  the 
Counsel,  wlietlicr  dosipjned  or  not — that  there  is  a  bias  given 
to  it,  hy  ii'Idini^  an  ap|)endix  witli  Mr.  Ha^^tings'  own  remarks 
upon  th(»  raso,  and  not  trivin'T  the  reasons  of  the  other 
p:u*tii'.*<  tor  their  conduct.  Now,  if  there  was  nothing  eke 
than  thi<«  fallacious  recital  and  afterwards  this  suppression,  I 
believe  any  rational  and  .^ober  man  would  see  perfect,  good 
and  suHiclent,  t;round  for  layins;  aside  any  authority  derived 
from  the  oj)inions  of  pcr-^ons  of  the  first  character:  and  I 
am  sure  no  man  living  docs  more  Jiomage  to  their  learning, 
impartiality  and  undcrstandinfr,  than  I  do.*  First,  because 
the  state  of  the  case  has  thrown  the  whole  into  confusion; 
(and  t=ecoiully.]  because  the  matter  added  as  an  appendix  is 
givinji^  the  reprrsentation  of  the  dclin(|uent  and  refusing  the 
rej)resi'ntation  of  his  ])rosecutors;  and,  therefore,  it  is  observed 
very  properly  and  very  wisely  by  one  of  the  great  men  before 
whom  this  evidence  was  laid — '*  The  evidence,  as  it  is  here 
stated,  is  still  mon^  defective,  if  the  appendix  is  adopted  by  the 
Directors,  and  meant  to  make  a  part  of  the  ca-^e,  that  throws 
discredit  upon  all  the  information  so  collected."  Certainly 
it  does ;  i'or  if  you  hear  the  delinipient  iJarty,  who  is  to  be 
IH'osceuted,  and  nnnex  his  own  representation  of  the  case 
and  not  that  of  those  against  him,  ho  is  master  of  the  mind  of 
the  lawyers,  mid  it  must  \Nei<4:h  upon  the  mind  of  mankind. 

Ri-npriion"!        ]yiv  liOfds,   I  have  hero  onlv  attemiited  to  point  out  the 

(in  tin*  ('liiii-        ^     •'  .  .   ^         .  1     I'l-     ^        !•  ^1  •  1-  1 

pauy'siwi-  extreme  u»<'onsistencies  and  uetects  or  this  procecdmg ;  and 
illi'iirul^^  I  ^vish  your  Ltn'dships  to  consider  what  the  proceedings  of 
O'UH.  jIh,  Indi-x  House  are  in  their  prosecutions — that  it  is  in  the 

power  o\'  >ome  of  their  officers  to  make  stntcments  in  the 
manner  that  I  have  described,  then  obtain  the  names  of  groat 
lawyers,  and,  under  their  sanction,  to  carry  a  man  through 
the  world  as  acquitted. 

Hiese  are  the  material  circumstances  which  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  your  L(»rdshiprt'  sober  consideration  in  the  course 
of  this  incjuirv.  I  state  them  for  these  two  rea3ons: — first, 
to  rebut  the  reason  which  Mr.  Hastings  has  assigned  for  not 
giving  any  satisfaction  to  the  court  of  Directors,  becAiise 
they  did  not  want  it,  having  tlropped  a  prosecution    upon 


*  'I'he  Connsfl  to  whom  the  caw?  was  referred  were  the  Attorney  General, 
•^^iTwanls  \am\\  Thiirlow,  Sir  Ah»xaiuU*r  "Wfdderbiirn,  Solicitor  (leneral,  after^ 
vjir«ls  Lord  Lo«/;hboroiigh,  ^Ir.  Serjcniit  Adair,  afterwards  Recorder  of 
\ori'i'^*i   ^f»"  '^iin»iJ»»p  fiiVgi'^rn^r  Tor*'   'V^hb'Tt^'*.  "»***'  M"  *^v6r 
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Mr.  Hastinga  had  loft  her  quiet,  in  tranquil  obscurity,  and  25  ArR.i78o. 
that  he  had  no  longer  attempted  to  elevate  her  into  a  situa-       — 
tioii  which  furnished  so  much  disgrace  and  obloquy  to  him- 
self, and  concerning  which  he  stood  charged  with  a  direct 
and   positive  act  of  bribery.     Your   Lordships  must  well 
know  that  it  was  upon  the  deposition  of  that  great  magistrate, 
Mohammed  lleza  Khan,  that  this  woman  was  appointed  to 
supply  his  place.     The  Governor  General  and  Council — the 
majority  of  them  being  then  Sir  John  Clavering,  Colonel 
Monson  and  Mr.  Francis — were  able  only  to  make  for  some 
time  a  provisional  arrangement,  until  they  were  authorised 
to  fill  up  the  place  in  a  proper  manner.     Soon  after,  there  Ordcroftho 
came  from  Europe  a  letter,  expressing  the  satisfaction  that  Sw^StoSJ' 
the  court  of  Directors  received  in  the  acquittal  of  Moham-  SJShammcd 
inedRezaKhan;  expressing  a  regard   for  his  character,  a  BGzaKiuuu 
high  opinion  of  his  abilities,  and  a  great  disposition  to  make 
him  some  reward  for  his  extreme   sufferings :  and,  accord- 
ingly, they  ordered  that  he  should  be  employed.     They  had 
no  idea  exactly  of  the  state  of  employment,  and  they  made 
a  mistake  in   the  specific  employment   they  ordered  him  to 
be  named  for.      He,  being  a  Mohammedan  and  the  head  of 
the  Mohammedans  in  that  country,  was  named  to  an  office 
which  must   be  held  by  a  Gcntu.     But  the  majority,  who  msitsio. 
never  endeavoured   by  any  base  and  delusive  means  to  fly  ^"S",]2ity 
from  their  duty,  or   not   to  execute  it,  because  they  were  Jlfi^'jj^'jV*""" 
desired  to   execute  it   in   a   way  in  which   they  could  not  former 
execute  it,  followed  the  spirit  of  the  order,  and  having  found  ^^^^' 
that   Mohammed  lleza  Khan,    before   his   being  tried  and 
imprisoned  in  the  way  that  he  was,  was  in  possession  of  that 
employment — that  the  Directors'  expressed  a  high  opinion  of 
him — they  followed  the  spirit  of  the  instruction  of  the  Direc- 
tors and  replaced  him  in  that  employment :  by  which  means 
there  was  an   end  to  the   government  of  Munny  Begum; 
the  country   reverted   to   its   natural    state,    and    men    of 
the    first  rank   were  put   in    the  first    situation  in  it:  the 
seat   of  judicature    was   filled   with   wisdom,   gravity    and 
learning  :  and  Munny  Begum  sank  into  that  situation  that 
a  woman,  who  had  been   engaged  in  the  practices  she  had, 
naturally  would,  at  a  time  of  life  when  attention  does  not 
confer  so  much  honour. 

Mr.  Hastings  resisted  this  api)i)intment ;    he  trifled  with  JJ>|5o?»"o«» 
the  Company's  orders.     On  account  of  the  letter  of  them  he  u,k»  ti w' 
disobeyed  the  spirit.     He  resisted  the  order  of  the  court  of  55^1,7^;^*- 
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2-  AiM{^i7)su.    But,  notwithstanding  the  high  honour  that  I  have  for  aome  of 
tliosc  pcnsons  who  gave  that  doubtful  opinion — for  I  believe 
yourljordships  will  find  it  no  better  than  a  doubtful  opinion, 
with  a  great  censure  ujK)n  the  state  of  the  case — yet  there 
wore  some  great  lawyers,  men  of  great  authority  in  the 
kingdom,  who  gave  a  full  and  decided  opinion  that  a  prose- 
cution ought  to  be  instituted  against  him.     But  the  court 
of  Dircctoi*s  decided  upon  it:  they  overruled  those  opinions, 
and  acted  upon  the  opinions  in  favour  of  Mr.  Hastings. 
'I'hcrofore,  when  he  knew  that  the  great  men  in  the  law 
were  divided  upon  the  propriety  of  a  prosecution,  he  was 
oi.im.m  of   bouud  to  cutcr  into  a  justification  of  his  conduct.     But  there 
innin'"^"^     wii.s   ouc  othcr  grcat  reason  to  do   it,  because  one   great 
inKV"om.'     lawyer,  known  to  many  of  your  Lordships — Mr.  Sayer — a 
uu.  t.  Y^,j.y  honest,  intelligent  man,  who  long  served  the  Company 

and  well  knew  their  afiairs — had  given  an  opinion  concerning 
Mr.  Hastings'  conduct  in  stopping  these  prosecutions.  There 
was  an  abstract  question  put  to  Mr.  Sayer  and  other  great 
lawyers,  separated  from  many  of  the  circumstances  of  this 
l)usiness,  concerning  a  point  which  incidentally  arose ;  which 
was,  whether  Mr.  Hastings,  as  Governor  General,  had  a 
power  so  to  dissolve  the  Council  that,  if  he  declared  it 
dissolved,  they  could  not  sit  and  do  any  legal  and  regular 
act.  It  was  a  great  question  with  the  lawyers  at  the  time, 
and  there  was  a  dift'erenee  of  opinion  on  it  Mr.  Sayer 
was  one  of  those  who  were  inclined  to  be  of  opinion  that 
the  (iovernor  General  had  a  power  of  dissolving  the  Council, 
and  that  the  Council  could  not  legally  sit  after  such  dissolu- 
tion. Hut  what  was  his  remark? — and  you  must  suppose  his 
remark  of  more  weight,  because,  upon  an  abstract  question, 
he  had  given  his  opinion  in  favour  of  Mr.  Hastings'  judg- 
ment:— 

"  First,  the  meeting  of  the  ('ounril  depends  on  the  pleasure  of  the 
(ifi\-ern()r.  and  I  think  the  duration  of  it  must  do  so  too  ;  hut  it  yn&  as 
L(n'ut  n  (rrinie  to  dissolve  the  C'cuncil  uiion  base  and  sinister  motives  as 
it  wouhl  he  to  assume  the  power  of  dissolvin^jr  if  he  had  it  not.  I 
iM'lieve  he  is  the  first  (lOvernor  that  ever  dissolved  a  Council  inquiring 
into  his  behaviour,  when  he  was  innocent.  Before  he  could  summon 
Xhrvv  Councils  and  dissolve  thcm^  he  had  time  fully  to  consider  what 
would  be  the  result  of  such  conduct — to  convince  every  body  beyond  a 
doubt  of  his  conscious  guilt."* 

*  "  OpLDiong  of  CoonBcl  as  to  the  Dissolution  of  the  Council  of  Bengal:** 
printed  in  Appendix  M.  to  the  Eleventh  Keport  of  the  Select  Committee 
apiiointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the  administration  of  justice 
'in  the  vrt   iuces  of  Bengal,  Bahar  and  Orisso,  1783. 
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been  done  out  of  the  siilary  of  a  Lord  Chancellor  or  a  Lord  ^•■»Ant.i78o. 
Chief  Justice — out  of  tiiese  two  lacs^  and  a  half  of  ruDcct?, 
that  ii?,  about  24,000/.  or  25,000/.  a  year,  lie  ordered  an 
allowance  to  be  made  to  Munny  l>cguni  of  72,000  rupees 
l^er  aniinmy  or  7,200/,  a  year;  for  the  Nawabd  own  mother, 
wlioni  he  thrust  as  usual  into  a  subordinate  situation,  he 
made  an  allowance  of  3,000/. ;  to  the  Sadr-al-Hak  Khan, 
which  is,  translated  into  English,  the  I-.ord  Chief  Justice,  he 
allowed  the  same  that  he  did  to  the  dancing  girl — which  was 
very  libeni!  in  him,  I  am  rather  astonished  to  find  it :  he 
allowed  him  7,200/.  a  year. 

And  who  do  you  think  was  the  next  officer  he  appointed  ?  Apiwint- 
It   was  the  Kaja  Goordass,  the  son  of  Nundcomar,  whose  "JoUnlaM,'^'* 
tci^timony  upon  this  occasion  he  has  attempted,  both  before  JJmarfto"*^ 
and  since,  to  weaken ;  yet  he  made  that  compensation  to  the  °^^^* 
manes  of  the  father  by  puttin'j  the  son  into  this  employment, 
with  about  6,000/.  a  year.    And  in  this  manner  he  distributes, 
with  a  wild  and  liberal  profusion,  between  magistrates  and 
dancing  girls,  tlie  whole  spoil  of  Mohammed  Keza  Khan, 
notwithstimding  the  Company's  direct  and  positive  assunince 
to  him. 

Then  you  find  the  whole  in  the  hands  of  this  dancing  ThcNawabs 
girl,  as  it  Wiis  before,   for  the  same  purpose  of  putting  the  piIiw(iiiiMi<r 
nii»orablc  Nawab's  whole  family  into  her  handn.     And,  that  or  M',^"f,y"* 
the  fund  might  be  large  enough,  he  did  not  take  the  money  w^'p>"». 
for  this  dancing  girl  out  of  the  Nawab's  revenue,  of  which 
he  and  the  dancing  girl  had  the  private  disposal  between 
thcni,  but  the  salary  to  the  office  of  naib  subahdar  was  j)ald 
by  the  Company.    There  was  some  little  addition  to  it,  but 
that  is  of  no  consequence. 

Now  \\\}0\\    what   pretence  did  he  do  all  this  ?     It  was  The  N.iwui) 
repre.seuted  by  the  Nawab  to  Mr.  Hastings  that  he  was  now  nl:nia«rhis 
of  age;  that  he  was  an  independent  sovereign  prince;  that, '*^"'^*^'""* 
Inring  independent  and  sovereign  in  his  situation,  and  being 
of  full  age,  he  had  a  right  to  manage  his  own  concerns  him- 
self, and  therefore  he  desired  to  be  admitted  to  that  mannge- 
mcnt.     Why,  my  Lords,  ostensibly,  and  supposing  that  he 
was  this  independent  prince,  and  that  the  Company  had  no 
authority  over  him  or  had  never  exercised  any  authority  over 
him  through  Mr.  Hastings,  there  might  be  a  good  deal  said 
for   it.     But    what  was  the  real  state  of   the  cat^e?     The 


Xawab   was   a  j»uppet   in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hastings  ii"d ,,  pi,;,p!.^^tii 
Munny   Begum,  and  he  was  obliged,  upon  producing  the  iViJ^y  [.^'ilis. 
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2:;ArKj:si».  pi-^.tj.ncu  of  an  oiilertainnu'iit,  1  bliall  beg  to  say  something 
to  your  Li)nl?-lii])s  cuiicernlnjL^  that  jiicitification. 

iSu|)|n).-o  th(f  justifioaticjii  set  up  is  that  it  w.as  given  as 
a  cnst'»ni  (»t'  outrrtainmont ;  that  lie  went  up  from  Cal- 
cutta and  paiil  a  visit  o\'  throe  months,  smd  that  there  an 
allowanre  was  nuule  in  him  of  200/.  a  day,  in  lieu  of  an 
entertainment.  Now,  my  Lord?*,  I  leave  it  to  you,  if  there 
was  sueh  a  eu.-«!om,  whctlu-r  (»r  no  his  covenant  justifies  his 
conronuitv  with  ii.  I  remcjuber  L(»rd  Coke,  talkinn:  of  the 
Iirehon  law  in  Ireland,  R^av.-^  it  ii^  no  law  hut  a  lewd  custom. 

■ 

A  Lcovornctr  is  to  eonlorm  hhnrjclf  to  the  laws  of  his  countrVj 
ti)  the  stipulations  of  those  that.  emi)U»y  him,  and  not  to 
the  lewd  eu>toms  of  anv  countrv.  Those  customs  arc 
*'  more  honoured  hi  ihc  breach  than  in  the  observance."  If 
Mr.  llastin^^s  was  really  feasted  and  entertained  with  the 
maiinilicenco  of  the  country;  if  there  was  an  entertainment 
of  dancintx  twirls  brought  out  to  amuse  him  in  his  leisure 
hours  ;  if  he  was  fi^aslcul  with  the  hooka  and  everv  other 
luxury ;  there  wa<  soinothiu;x  to  be  said  for  him,  though  I 
should  not  iustiiV  a  (iovern(»r  General  wasting  his  davs  iu 
that  manner:  but  here  was  no  entertainment  which  could 
Aiiu*fifiho  aiDinnit  ti»  such  a  smu.  In  the  first  place,  he  has  nowhere 
iiii'iinwiit  jiroved  the  existen«H'  ot  such  a  custom.  JJut,  it  such  a 
i!iMi-i..-.  p„^^om  did  exist,  which  I  contend  is  "'  more  honoured  in  the 
hr«*arh  tlinn  in  the  observanee,'*  that  custom  is  capable  of 
beiu^  abused  to  the  "^^rossest  extortion,  and  it  will  strike  your 
Lonls]iii)s'  minds  in  sueli  a  manner,  that  1  hardly  need  detail 
it.  What!  200/.  to  be  given  to  a  man  for  his  entertainment? 
If  then*  is  an  end  of  it  there  it  ruins  nobodv,  and  cannot  be 
snpi»osed  to  a  great  degree  to  corrupt  anybody.  But  when 
that  entertainment  is  renewed  day  after  dav  for  three  months, 
it  is  no  longer  a  compliment  to  the  man,  but  a  great  pecuniary 
advantage  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  to  the  person  giving  it, a 
grievous  ancl  intolerable  burden.  It  then  becomes  a  matter 
of  the  most  serious  and  dreadful  extortion,  tending  to  hinder 
the  ])Ooj)le  who  give  it,  not  only  from  giving  entertainment, 
but  from  having  bread  to  eat  themselves.  Therefore,  if  it  was 
such  an  entertainment,  that  entertainment  was  perverted  by 
the  use  of  It — by  being  continued  for  three  months  together. 
Jt  is  longer  than  Ahasuerus*  least.  There  i.s  **  a  feast  of 
reason  and  a  iiow  of  soul,"  but  Mr.  Hastings'  feast  was  a 
least  of  avarice  and  a  How  of  money.  No  wonder  he  w?»' 
ni  vijluir  fr  ,.;<(>  from  such  ^  tal^l'v     'Te  '^ontiimcd  to  sit  a' 
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that  tnble  for  three  months.     In  his  covenant  he  I:<  forbidden  25  apii.i789. 
expressly  to  take  any  allowance,  not  only  f^ifts — bribes — he  iMoiiibUion 
id  forbidden  to  take  any  allowance  above  400/.,  and  forbidden  p^^SsV'y 
to  take  any  allowance  above  100/.  without  the  knowledge,  ^^'^^^Sy""" , 
consent  and  approbation,  of  the  Council  to  which  he  belongs,  "ants. 
Xow  he  take*  16,000/.,  not  only  without  the  consent  of  the 
Council,  but  without  their  knowledge,  without  tlic  know- 
ledge of  any  human  being.     It  is  kept  hid  in  the  darkest  Conn^- 
and  most  eecret  recesses  of  hi.s  own  black  agents  and  con-  pn.sont. 
fidants  and  those  of  Munny  IJeguni.     Why  is  it  a  secret? 
Hospitality,   generosity,  virtues  of   that   kind,  are  full  of 
display.     There  is  an  ostentation,  a  pomp,  in  them  ;    they 
want  to  be  shown  to  the  world,  not  concealed.    The  conceal- 
ment of  acts  of  charity  is  the  thing  that  makes  them  accept- 
able in  the  eyes  of  Ilim  with  regard  to  whom  there  can  be 
no  concealment ;  but  acts  of  con*uption  are  kept  secret,  not 
to  keep  them  secret  from  that  eye  which  the  person  wlio 
observes  the  secrecy  does   not   fear   nor  believe,  perhaps^ 
but  to  keep  them  secret  from  the  eyes  of  mankind,  whoso 
opinions  he  does  fear,  in  the  immediate  effect  of  them  and  in 
their  future  conse([uences.     Therefore  he  had  but  one  reason 
to  keep  this  so  dark  and  profound  a  secret,  till  it  was  dragged 
into  day  in  spite  of  him.     He  had  no  reason  to  keep  it  a 
secret,  but  knowing  it  was  a  proceeding  that  could  not  bear 
the  light.     Cliarity  is  the  only  virtue  I  ever  heard  of  that 
derives  from  its  retirement  any  part  of  its  lustre  ;  the  others 
rccjuirc  to  be  spread  abroad  in  the  face  of  day,  that  such 
candles   should   not   be  hid   under  a  bu.<hel,  but,  like  the 
illuminati(»n  which  men  light  when   they  mean  to  express 
great  joy  and  great  magnificence  for  a  great  event,  the  veiy 
splendour  of  them  is  a  i)art  of  their  excellence.     We,  ui)on 
our  fcjists,  light  up  this  whole  ca[)ital  city;  we,  in  our  feasts, 
invite  all  the  world  to  partake  them.     iMr.  Hastings  feasts  in 
the  dark :    Mr.  Hastings   feasts  alone:    Mr.  Hastings   feasts 
like  a  wild  beast.     He  growls  in  the  corner  over  the  dying 
and  the  dead,  like  the  tigers  of  that  country  who  drag  their 
prey  into  the  jimgle.'«.    Nobody  knows  of  it  till  he  is  broiight 
into  judgment  for  the  firstlings  of  the  flock  he  has  destroyed. 
Tliis  is  the  entertjiinment  of  Tantidus ;  it  is  an  entertainment 
that  the  sun  turns  black  at. 

When  I   tell  your  Lordships  that  it  was  the  custom  of  Mr.  iiajt- 
cntertamment  upon  a  visit,  was  Mr.  Hastings  upon  a  visit r  utw to mi- 
No  :  he  was  executing  a  commission  for  the  Company  in  a  ;^  ihiiSI!'^" 

p    2  upon  a  v»it. 
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tr.  \ii;  itm!.  vill:i"«*   in   tin*    nci'^lilxuirlincid    of    Moorslia.'LiUad,    ami    l»y 

uii  iiii-ans   upDii    II    vi.^il  io   tin?   NawaU.     On  the  contrarj', 

ho  w",\<    upon    soiiu'lliiiiLC    that    ini<;ht    bo    more    properly 

rallod   a   visitnfioH,       lie  eaino  as  a    heavy    calamity,  like 

a    faniiiu'   or  ])Ostilenee    in  a  r.niintry.      lie  eaine   there  to 

do  the  srvort-sl   act  in  tho  world;  as  he  himself  cx]»re?^e? 

it,   to   take   th«'  hread- literallv  the  bread — from   above    a 

thousand  of  the  nc»hli*s  of  the  eonntrv,  and  reduce  them  to 

a    t^it nation   whicli    no    man   can   hear  of  without  shuddrr- 

int^.      When    y<»n  ecunbine  these  eirennistance?*,  that,  while 

hi'  was  cntertainin<jc  himself  he  was  famishini':  ftmrtecn  hun- 

<lred  of  the  noi)ilitv  and  irentrv  of  the  eountrv,  you  will  not 

<*onei'ive  that  to  1)0  anv  extenuation  of  his  crimes — that  lie 

wa**  there,  not  upon  a  visit,  but  upon  a  duty,  the  harshest 

that  couhl  be  executed,  both  to   the  persons  who  executed 

and  the  ])Cople  who  sntrcred  it. 

Ausvvirt.)  IJiit  it  is  mentioned  and  sn]>i)osed  by  the  observations  upon 

thrim-si-Ai  tins  case,  though  the  envn.mstanees  of  the  persons,  or  thena- 

cSrp's        ture  o{'  the  visit,  are  not  stated,  that  it  w  as  something  which  ho 

^ !*'!"'.'  i'"'      miirlit  have  ehaiwd  to  the  ( 'ompanv,  and  did  not.    First,  it  was 

iiirowiiou     }iup]>osed   by  that  learned  Counsel  very  justly  that  it  was  a 

limy."         public,  allowed  and  acknowledired,  tliiufr ;  then,  that  he  Imd 

not  charircd   the  C'ompanv  anvthin^c  f'>J*  it.      1  have  looked 

into  that,  business.     In  the  first  place,  I  see  no  such  custom. 

And,  if  there  was  such  a  custom,  here  was  the  mo.«t  abusive 

misi'uiployment  of  it  that  ever  was  known.     I  find,  that,  in 

a.(MH»/.  *^*'^^  year,  there  wa.s  paid  from  the  cash  to  the  Governors 

tr7vHii*^"'    ^^''^^cllint^  charjres — and  he  had  no  other  journey  at  that  end 

t'\\nusi'^.     of  the  year — .*W),(MH)  rupt.'cs,  which  is  ab(uit  3,000/. ;  and,  if  we 

ivinsidcr  that  lie  was  in  the  receipt  of  near  30,000/.,  besideji 

tho  uazrs,  which   amount  to  several  tluuis?ands  a  year,  when 

he  is  alh»wed   *J,00()/.    by  the  C-ompany  for  his  traveUing 

expenses,  is  it  right  to  charge  upon  the  miserable  |>eople, 

whom  he   was  defrauding  of  their  bread,   1(5 ,000/.   tor  his 

entt^'tiiinment?     1  iind  that,  besides,  there  arc  other  ^Tcat 

sums  relative  to  the  exi)enses  of  the  committee  of  circuit  he 

was  with :  how  much  more  of  them  are  ajiplieable  to  him  1 

know  not.     I  say  that  the  allowance  of  3,000/.  was  noble 

and  liberal  ;  for  it  was  not  above  a  day  or  two's  journey  to 

Moorshadabad,  and  by  his  taking  his  road  by  Kishnagnr  [ho 

could  not  be  longiM'].    He  had  a  salary,  npon  which  he  nnist 

!iv<»  soi»»"where.      lie  was  actu;dly  paid  3,000/.  for  travelHn*' 
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cliJirgcs  for  three  months,  wliicli  amounts  to  12,000f.  Ji  year —  25Arii.i7%o. 
a  large  ami  an  abundant  sum.  liut,  if  you  once  admit  tliat 
a  man  for  an  entertainment  shall  take  16,000/.,  there  never 
will  be  any  bribe,  any  corruption,  that  is  not  to  be  justified. 
The  corrupt  man  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  make  a  visit,  and 
then,  that  very  moment^  he  may  receive  any  sum  under  the 
name  of  this  entertainment :  that  moment  his  covenants  are 
annulled,  his  bonds  and  obligations  destroyed,  the  Act  of 
Parliament  repealed,  and  it  is  no  longer  bribery,  it  is  no 
longer  corruption,  it  is  no  longer  peculation,  it  is  nothing 
but  thanks  for  obliging  inquiries  and  a  compliment,  accord- 
ing to  the  mode  of  the  country,  by  which  he  makes  his 
fortune. 

What  hinders  him  from  renewing  that  visit  ?     If  you  sup-  Danger  of 
port  this  distinction,  you  will  teach  the  Governor  General,  prSmSfft)? 
instead  of  attending  his  business  at   the  capital,  to  make  m^J?**"' 
journeys  through  the  country,  putting  every  great  man  of 
tlisit  country  under  the  most  ruinous  contributions  :  and,  as 
this  is  not  a  custom  confined  by  any  manner  of  means  to  the 
Governor  General,  but  extended,  as  it  must  be  upon  that 
principle,  to  every  servant  of  the  Company,  in  any  station 
whatever,  then,  each  of  them  receiving  an  entertainment,  I 
will  venture  to  say  that  the  greatest  ravage  of  a  hostile 
army  could  not  destroy  the  country  more  than  the  Company's 
servants,  under  the  name  of  an  entertainment. 

Your  Lordships  will  see  that  there  is  another  entertain- 
ment, at  the  exj)ense  of  another  lac  of  rupees,  not  supported 
with  the  same  evidence,  but  with  a  great  probability  of  evi- 
dence ;  and  the  great  probability  is  that  he  received  two 
lacs  of  rupees,  and  Mr.  Middleton  another  lac.  I  say,  th*' 
whole  of  the  Nawab's  revenues  would  have  been  exhausted 
by  these  two  men,  if  they  had  staid  there  a  whole  year,  and 
they  r^taid  three  m(mth.s.  If  this  is  the  case  under  these  nanie* 
under  every  pretence  that  maybe  got  from  a  corrupt  custon? 
of  the  country,  there  will  be  nothing  left  in  the  pockets  [of 
the  i^eople],  and  nothing  securcd  iVom  the  Company's  ser- 
vants, so  long  jis  they  can  find  a  vicious  excuse  for  any  corrupt 
practice.  Tlic  excuse  is  worse  than  the  thing  itself.  I  leave 
it  there  Avith  your  judgment,  to  know  whether  you  will  or  not 
— if  this  justifieatien  comes  before  you — establish  a  principle 
which  would  put  all  Bengal  in  a  worse  situation  than  a 
hostile  army  could  do,  and  ruin  all  the  Company's  servants, 
by  sending  them  from  their  duty  to  go  round  robbing  the 
whole  country  under  the  name  of  an  entertainment. 
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IT.  Am.  1  :•<•.».  My  L(>rc1>,  I  luivc  doiu- with  ihis  fiivt  part,  nanioly,  the 
K.Hiipiiuiii-  ]>rcsnini)tiou  an«*iii«»;  iVoni  his  ivtcrring  to  a  ooiirt  of  jiisticc*, 
luHi.  jiiul  rn<>t  I  irivhii;  satisfaction   to   his  einpUiycrvS ;  and,  when 

that  jiri'tenci^  wa^  I'tMiiovcd,  still  refusing  that  sjitisfaction, 
suffi'rint(un(U'r  the  h»a(l  of  infamy  and  obloquy  of  thpgrosse.-jt 
kind,  nrpnl  as  he  was  to  {^ive  that  :^atl!^  fact  ion  by  person?  of 
the  greatest  eharaelcr.  I  state  that  to  your  Lordjhi])S  as  the 
stron«:est  jiresuniption  oi  jrnilt.  Then  the  very  exense  he 
lias  fabrieatrfl  for  a  part  of  liis  bribes,  when  he  knew  that  the 
proof  of  thi'iu  was  irre>istil>!(\  I  state  that  it  is  a  \\\\r\\  aggrava- 
ti(Hi — that  it  does  not  >tand  with  law — that  it  does  not  stand 
with  reasiju — that  it  dues  not  stand  with  hi?  covenant.  It 
carrit's  with  it  luanitest  proof  of  corruption,  and  inipo:*sibility 
of  being  jiistilied  by  any  ])rineip]e,  custom  or  usage,  what- 
ever. My  Lords,  1  have  done  with  the  presumption  after 
the  fact,  arising  from  his  own  conduct,  and  with  rcgard  to 
that  speeific  rh:irge  mad*?  upon  him,  and  with  respect  to  the 
relatitm  hr  stot)d  in  to  the  court  of  Directors.  I  have  then 
taken  notice  <>f  tlu'  ]>retence  he  set  up  to  justify  it.  I  believe 
vniir  liord.-hip-;  will  think  bt»tli  one  and  the  other  stronir 
presuinj)ti(nis  of  the  crime,  and  of  his  knowledge  that  the  act 
he  was  dtjinir  w:i<  crimiiKil. 
KiiiiiHi'  I  have  anotiicr  tact  t«)  lay  before  your   Lordships,  which 

j»r.Miinp-  iitha'ds  a  >trong  prcsninptinn  and  whuMi  will  sIioav  the  nns- 
iiihmi'iVvr  I'ljii-viius  cons-  'jUi.  iic.  s  of  all  thi^  ;  and  your  l^ordships  will 
lint  blaiMi-  nic  for  u'oing  a  lit  lie  into  it.  Your  l^ordships 
know  tliMi  the  cliarp'  ni.ide  was.  tliat  the  a])pointment  of 
sncli  :•  woman  ;i><  Mnnny  Be^ium  to  the  guardianship  of 
the  \awab.  to  tlic  .:n])ci"iiilcndencv  t»f  the  civil  justice  of  the 
conndv,  and  the  rciucsotUatlon  of  the  whole  irovcrnmeut — 
thai  niipoiiiinuiit  coull  lu*  ina<l«.*  for  no  other  jiurpose  than, 
throngh  tliiii  coinipl  woman,  of  putting  the  whole  govcm- 
mi  nt  (h"  the  conntrv  and  uivintr  the  whole  tattered  remairs 
oi'  the  Nnwab's  grandeur— the  1  ()(),()()()/.  a  year — to  be  a  prey 
lo  Mr.  Hastings:  it  cunld  bo  no  other.  l>ut  then  your 
Lordships  would  ijnagim;  tliat  after  this,  knowing  he  Avas 
i:rievouslv  sn.-|)Ocled  of  thai,  he  would  have  abstained 
from  giving  ground  any  ima'c  for  suspicion.  Rut  a 
rcjHitition  of  the*  >anse  nets,  throngh  the  same  person,  could 
I'urnish  no  (»ther  reason  than  that,  as  he  did  the  same  acts 
by  the  sanu?  perst)n,  directly  contrary  to  the  order  of  his 
snpL'iiors,  he  must  have  been  actuated  by  the  influence  d 
»ril)crv        "*'  >nr  Lordships   would   imagine  that,   when  thl' 

•  »»ni        t„..y\\\       i'nk     •j.ntii-'^'       ifM!      'Iir     '»b!'.ii*f   "*  <»f  POr^ll)tioil 
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Mr.  Hastings  had  left  her  quiet,  in  tranquil  obscurity,  and  25  apiuitso. 
that  he  liad  no  longer  attempted  to  elevate  her  into  a  t<itua-       — 
tion  which  furnished  so  much  disgrace  and  obloquy  to  him- 
self, and  concerning  which  he  stood  charged  with  a  dii'cct 
and   positive  act  of  bribery.     Your   Lordships  must  well 
know  that  it  was  upon  the  deposition  of  that  great  magistrate, 
Mohammed  Keza  Khan,  that  this  woman  was  appointed  to 
supply  his  place.     The  Governor  General  and  Council — the 
majority  of  them  being  then  Sir  John  Clavering,  Colonel 
Monson  and  Mr.  Francis — were  able  only  to  make  for  some 
time  a  provisional  arrangement,  until  they  were  authorised 
to  fill  up  the  place  in  a  proper  manner.     Soon  after,  there  Order  of  tho 
came  from  Europe  a  letter,  expressing  the  satisfaction  that  uJlTempfo^ 
the  court  of  Directors  received  in  the  acquittal  of  Moham-  y^!^  ^ 
med  Reza  Khan ;  expressing  a  regard   for  his  character,  a  BeuiUuu. 
high  opinion  of  his  abilities,  and  a  great  disposition  to  make 
him  some  reward  for  his  extreme   sufferings :  and,  accord- 
ingly, they  ordered  that  he  should  be  employed.     They  had 
no  idea  exactly  of  the  state  of  emi)loyment,  and  they  made 
a  mistake  in   the  specific  employment   they  ordered  him  to 
be  named  for.      He,  being  a  Mohammedan  and  the  head  of 
the  Mohammedans  in  that  country,  was  uiuned  to  an  office 
which  must   be  held  by  a  Gentu.     But  the  majority,  who  uis  rcj,io. 
never  endeavoured   by  any  base  and  delusive  means  to  fly  [hI;*S",j3[.ity 
from  their  duty,  or   not  to  execute  it,  because  they  w^ere  J^fi^^Ji**/-^""' 
desired  to   execute  it   in   a   way  in  which   they  could  not  former 
execute  it,  followed  the  spirit  of  the  order,  and  having  found  "  ^" 
that    Mohammed  Iteza  Khan,    before   his   being  tried  and 
imprisoned  in  the  way  that  he  was,  was  in  possession  of  that 
emph)yment — that  the  Directors  expressed  a  high  0])inion  of 
liim — they  followed  the  spirit  of  the  instruction  of  the  Direc- 
tors and  replaced  him  in  that  employment :  by  which  means 
there  was  an   end  to  the   government  of  Munny   Begum; 
the  country    reverted    to   its   natural    state,    and    men    of 
the    first  rank    were  put   in    the  first   situation  in  it:  the 
sent   of  judicature    was   filled    with   wisdom,   gravity    and 
learning  :  and  Munny  Begum  sank  into  that  situation  that 
a  woman,  who  had  been    engaged  in  the  practices  she  had, 
naturally  would,  at  a  time  of  life  when  attention  docs  not 
confer  so  much  honour. 

Mr.  Hastings  resisted  this  appointment;    he  trifled  Avith OotKMiiinn 
the  Couij)any's  orders.     On  account  of  the  letter  of  them  he  ?„»«  tiu!f ' 
disobeyed  the  spirit.     He  resisted  the  order  of  tho  court  of  JJ^j^j"'* 
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ioAi'K.  i7-;».  I)uv(.«i(.uv.      However  iho  niajorJly  overbore  biin.     Tliey  put 
Moliaiiina-<l  i\c'/.i  Klniu   into  that  ;?Uii:itu»n,  and  uavc  a  crt.-al 
1111(1  proof  to  the  honour  and  virtue  of  their  character,  as  there 
was  m»t   a  broath  of  sutfjHcion    that    they  could  liavc  any 
corrupt  motive  for  it.       Thoy   were  odious  to  many  of  the 
India  House  hero.  Tliey  were  odious  to  that  corrupt  inihieucc 
which  had  bo^un  and  was  j^oing  «»n  to  ruin  that  country.  They 
appointed  !Mohanuned  Keza  Khan  to  that  phice,  because  the 
act  contained  in  itself  its  own  justiiication.     But  Mr.  Ilsist- 
ings,  who  made  a  violent  protest  aj^ainst  it,  resisted  it  to  the 
best  of  his  ])Ower,  always  in   favour  of  Munny  Begum,  as 
your  Lordsliips  Avill  sec.     Mr.  Hastings  sent  his  protest  to 
cuiiiniKi.     the  Directors.     However  tlic  I)iroct(u>,  as  soon  as  the  case 
iilo'iihlU-^  came   before  them,   aeknowledixed   their  error    and    prai:?cd 
^""•'*-  the  majority  of  the  Council,   Sir   John    Clavering,  Colonel 

Mon^on  and  Mr.  I'^raucis,  for  the  wise  and  honourable  jwrt 
they  had  taken  upon  the  occasion,  for  obeying  the  spirit  and 
not  the  letter;  connnended  the  act  they  had  done;  con- 
lirined  Mohanuned  Kc/a  Khan  in  his  place^  and,  that  that 
great  mjui  should  be  no  longer  the  sp(»rt  of  fi^rtune,  no 
longer  the  j^lay  of  avarice  between  corrui>t  (jovernors  and 
dancing  girls,  they  gave  him  the  jdedged  faith  of  the  Com- 
pany that  he  should  remain  in  that  oftice  as  long  as  his 
conduct  deserved  their  protection.  It  Avas  a  good  and  jm 
honourable  lemu'e. 

.'■r  lioh '*"'  ^^y  ^^^^^'^^^y  there  happened  two  lamentable  deaths — first, 
uH'.i  Kr/;i  of  Colonel  !Monson,  tlu;n  of  CJeneral  Clavering.  Then  Mr. 
Mi-.''Hjiii.  Hastings  got  himself  loo.-e.  There  was  an  inspection  and 
"'""•  a  watch  upon  his  conduct,  and  no  more.     He  was  then  just 

in  the  Htuation  in  which  he  had  stood  in   1772.     What  docs 
he  do  ?     Even  just  what  he  did  in  1772.     He  deposes  Mo- 
hanuned Keza  Khan,  notwithstanding  the  Comjmny'd  orders,. 
n(»t withstanding  their  pledged  faith.     He  turns ium  out,  luid 
insiriiiuiioii  makes  a  distribution  of  two  lacs  ami  a  half  of  rupees,   the 
roAiuniiy"^  salary  of   that  great  magistnito,  in  the   manner  I  will  show 
oth(.""l '"'^*  your  Lordshii)s.      He    made  an  arrangement   consisting  of 
three  main  ])arts  :  the  first  was  with  regard    to  the  women, 
the  next  with  regard  to  the  magistracy,  the  last  Avitli  regard 
t<»  the  oflicers  of  sUite  of  the  household. 

The  first  person  that  occurred  to  Mr.  Hastings  was  Munny 
Begum,  and  he  gave  her — not  out  of  the  Nawab  a  allow- 
ance, which  was  to  support  the  seraglio,  but  out  of  the 
allowui^c   ^f  ^hxa  ^ery  magistrate,  as  if  such  a  thing  had 
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been  done  out  of  the  salary  of  a  Lord  CliaiuxJIor  or  a  Lonl  i^q  Apr.  i78o. 
Chief  Justice — out  of  these  two  lacs  and  a  half  of  nn>ecs, 
lliat  is,  about  24,000/.  or  25,000/.  a  year,  he  ordered  an 
allowance  to  be  made  to  Munny  l>cgum  of  72,000  rupees 
per  annuniy  or  7,200/,  a  year;  for  the  Nawab's  own  mother, 
Avhoin  he  thrust  as  usual  into  a  subordinate  situation,  he 
made  an  allowance  of  3,000/. ;  to  the  Sadr-al-llak  Khan, 
which  is,  translated  into  English,  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  he 
allowed  the  same  that  he  did  to  the  dancing  girl — which  was 
very  libera!  in  him,  I  am  rather  astonished  to  find  it :  he 
allowed  him  7,200/.  a  year. 

And  who  do  you  think  was  the  next  officer  he  ai>pointed  ?  Apimiiit- 
It   was  the  Raja  Goordass,  the  son  of  Nundcomar,  whose  "joonbs.s^^** 
testimony  upon  this  occasion  he  has  attempted,  both  before  ^^m^^io^"^ 
and  since,  to  weaken ;  yet  he  made  that  comi)ensalion  to  the  *^*^^- 
manes  of  the  father  by  puttin'^  the  son  into  this  employment, 
Avith  about  6,000/.  a  year.    And  in  this  manner  he  distributes, 
with  a  wild  and  liberal  profusion,  between  magistrates  and 
dancing  girls,   the  whole  spoil  of  Mohammed  Keza  Khan, 
notwithstanding  the  Company's  direct  and  positive  assuninee 
to  him. 

Then  you  find  the  whole  in  the  hands  of  this  dancing  TiicNawabs 
girl,  as  it  was  before,  for  the  same  purpose  of  piilting  the  |iia"i»duiidor 
miserable  Nawab's  whole  family  into  her  handn.     And,  that  of  MuIJf.y** 
the  fund  might  be  large  enough,  he  did  not  take  the  money  i^^'g""'. 
for  this  dancing  girl  out  of  the  Nawab's  revenue,  of  which 
lie  and  the  dancing  girl  had  the  private  disposal   between 
them,  but  the  salary  to  the  office  of  naib  subahdar  was  paid 
by  the  Company.    Tliere  was  some  little  addition  to  it,  but 
that  is  of  no  consequence. 

Now  ujion   what   pretence  did  he  do  all  this  ?     It  was  tiio  n.imhI) 
rrprcscnted  by  the  Nawab  to  Mr.  Hastings  that  he  was  now  mai'.aKiTi.is 
of  age;  tliat  he  was  an  independent  sovereign  prince;  that,  "^^""^'^^"*"''* 
l»eing  iiulependent  and  sovereign  in  liis  situation,  and  biding 
of  full  age,  he  had  a  right  to  manage  his  own  concerns  him- 
self, and  therefore  he  desired  to  be  admitted  to  that  maiiaire- 
ment.     Why,  my  Lords,  ostensibly,  and  supposing  that  he 
was  this  independent  prince,  and  that  the  Company  had  no 
authority  over  him  or  had  never  exercised  any  authority  over 
him  through  Mr.  Hastings,  there  might  be  a  good  deal  said 
fi»r   it     Hut    what  was  the  real  state  of   the  case?     The 
Nawab   Wiis    a  puppet   in   the  hands  of  Mr.  Iljustings  and ,,  pi,;,,".th,* 
Munny   Begum,  and  he  was  obliged,  upon  producing  tlie  ?,|^.  {^auas. 
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tiArR^im*.  oorret<pondcDCe,  to  confcn  that  sbo  was  tbe  whole  view  mid 

0Q<1  of  it. 
u-iiorartiK:  J  think,  [iindl  yoar  Lonlohipfl  will,  w  cxtmonlinury  «  cvnv 
enwiiwio  feapomionce,  wherein  a  ton  is  m«-dc  to  putition  in  nia  own 
C^*«d  namo  (or  the  olcvntion  of  n  lUncing  girl,  tu6  awp  tnotlicr, 
riiwii!^-'  above  htuiHelf  and  everybody  dec,  is  such  a  curiiidty  as  I 
kt'^^w!!"'  ImIkivc  in  lint  to  be  found  in  tlio  state  cunrcspondcDcc  of  tbc 

whole  worid.     TIic  Nawab  begin*  ibnti,— 

"Thr  nxctUi-iicy  of  tWt  piilicy,  by  whicli  li«r  tit)i;iin>a«  ttin  Btvum" 
— mcaninfi  Miinny  Brmiro— "  may  her  iliiutiiwbc  fu  rxtendnl,  fnriDcri;, 
iliiriiifC  ihe  time  af  hrr  niimuuitmtiim,  ti»nnu.-lrii  thr.  ntbur*  "t  the 
Ntunrnt  in  the  nrr  beat  tuid  otiut  ailvuitiurc'mii  laimna',  wu,  }ij  vuata 
nf  llir  ilcluniiiai  of  cnciniM  diaunwed  unoM  tli*  Bpinwuncv  pf  fneuil^. 
hidcleii  fntm  me.  Having  lately  aviiuiulj  reilecteil  du  uiy  'iwu  nfikin.  I 
Mil  poavinnctl  tJiut  it  wmi  ihc  offecl  of  uiiit«miLl  affi'i'tiuii.  >nia  lii^^Ulf 

erupiu"  tkuil  for  my  inlerMl,  »nd  tluit,  fxcojit  Ihe  «uil  Brffuin  id  ngun 
irtatnt  wUb  Ui«  ulmiuMlmtioD,  the  rc^^Ulion  and  |injef>«iiiy  or  liii* 
hiiitly,  whjob  ia  in  fftcl  hur  own,  cnrniot  tio  dfuatiul  j  fur  tbt*  rwuw,  fram 
tbc  timo  of  bvT  Kinmnnna  till  now,  1  hnv*  juused  my  tiiur,  ond  do  w 
«till.  ia  icrrftt  tmuhlr  nnd  uiiHtaincia.  A<  nil  nJAun,  util  partJi^iilM-ly  liic 
hsj^inPM  and  nroupwty  of  tiii»  fiiniilj',  ilqirod  nn  ynur  plroctin!,  I  nnw 
truubluyini.  in  unjiui  thst  yiiu  likvwine  concurring  ■»  tin*  point  wtD  hviu 
kiii<l  ua  to  H-nte  in  iit  and  iiroper  lecnu  to  lipr  hijjiincw  tne  Itpcuin,  that 
»ht  will  klwayn  iw  riirinetly  ttuiiluy  bcr  nnthuritj  m  tlic  ndminirtnUiun  ot 
tiit  Nixatnut  ani]  tliv  aSiun  of  thi«  family."* 

TliiH  lettt;r,  my  Lordw,  wtu  received  upuii  the  SSd  of 
Aiijfuiiit.  By  tbio  letter  your  Lord»hi)t«  obscrvu  two  tbttffif ; 
that)  isomc  way  or  other,  thlt  Nawab  hnd  Iicun,  oa  tJie  met 
WHS,  ilcsirou«  of  bcin^  rcleaecd  from  tbie  eubjocdon ;  but 
BOW  ho  tiaa  got  new  lights :  nil  the  mists  ore  gone,  Dod  he  miw 
finds  that  aho  ia  the  littcat  person  to  govern  not  oaly  hiin, 
bnt  the  whole  country.  This  young  tuiui,  who  in  stated,  ai»d 
never  denied  by  Mr.  ^[uc'ling^  and  Loi-d  Coniwnliis,  nnd  all 
ttiu  rest  of  the  world  who  know  him,  lo  he  quilo  &n  iiieufli- 
cicnt  man,  bugiuM  to  be  cbMntied  with  the  excellency  uf  the  fo- 
feS^™L  ti  '"'y  "'^  Munny  Bogum.  But,  though  thie  letter  waa  received 
■amc'ntiBct'.''  upon  the  'ioth  of  August,  yet  such  is  liis  violent  iinpalience, 
his  impossibility  of  eicieting  an  hour  but  under  the  govera- 
meut  of  Munny  Begum — he  had  really  the  im[vatietioe  of  n 
lover — he  writes  again  in  five  daya  ;  ao  im[)alicnt,  anxiog;!, 
jenlouti,  is  tliis  young  man  to  be  put  under  the  govorument 


*  rrinU^  in  IIiH  ApfK'iitlix  tu  (li«  filtli  Iloiiort  ot  tlic  ^('l<«t  CnmaritM' 
at^iaW  lo  tuJu  iuto  coaiidvnuiini  tlif  (Inn  nr  tbc  luluuiitiiiiHloD  of  JuKIh' 
in  Ilm  [trovincisi  of  Bengal,  Uaiiur  aixl  Orl«ia,  1 782.  No.  n. 
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of  an  old  dancing  woman.     He  is  afraid  Mr.  Hastings  Avill  25Apr.i789. 
ima;;^ine  that  some  sinister  influence  prevailed  upon  him  in  so 
natural  and  projier  a  request.    He  says, — 

"  Knowing  it  for  my  interest  and  advantage  that  the  administration 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Nizamut  should  he  restored  to  her  highness  the 
Munny  Begum,  I  have  already  troubled  you  with  my  request  that,  re- 
garding my  situation  with  an  eye  of  favour,  you  will  approve  of  this 
measure.  1  am  credibly  informed  that  some  one  of  my  enemies,  from 
selfish  views,  has,  for  the  purpose  of  oversetting  this  measure,  written  to 
you  that  the  said  Hcgum  procured  from  me  by  artifice  the  letter  I  wrot« 
you  on  this  subject :  this  causes  me  the  greatest  astonishment.  Please 
to  consider  that  artifice  and  delusion  are  confined  to  cheats  and  impost- 
ors, and  can  never  jjrocecd  from  a  person  of  such  exalted  rank — who  is 
the  head  and  patron  of  all  the  family  of  the  deceased  Nabob  my  father; 
and  that  to  be  deluded,  being  a  proof  of  weakness  and  folly,  can  have 
no  relation  to  me — except]the  inventor  of  this  report  considers  me  as  void 
of  understanding,  and  nas  represented  me  to  the  gentlemen  as  a  block- 
head and  an  idiot.  God  knows  how  harshly  such  expressions  ap])ear  to 
me,  but,  as  the  truth  or  falsehood  has  not  yet  been  fully  ascertained,  I 
have  therefore  suspended  my  demand  of  satisfaction.  Should  it  be  true 
l)e  so  kind  as  to  inform  me  of  it,  that  the  person  may  be  made  to  answer 
for  it."* 

My  Lords,  a  very  proper  demand  here.  The  Nawub  is 
astonished  at  the  suspicion  that  such  a  woman  as  Munny 
Begum  should  be  capable  of  deluding  any  body — whose 
trade  in  youth  had  been  delusion.  Astonishing  it  certainly 
was  that  a  woman  who  had  been  a  deluder  in  youth  should 
be  suspected  to  be  the  same  in  old  age,  and  that  he,  a  young 
man,  should  be  subject  to  artifice.  "  They  must  suspect  me 
to  be  a  great  blockhead  if  a  man  of  my  rank  is  to  be 
deluded."  There  he  forgot  that  it  is  the  unhappy  pri/ilcgc 
of  great  men  to  be  cheated,  to  be  deluded,  much  more  than 
other  persons.  But  he  thought  it  so  impossible  in  the 
case  oiP  Munny  Begum  that  he  says, — '^produce  me  the 
traitor  that  could  suppose  it  possible  for  me  to  be  deluded, 
when  I  call  for  this  woman  as  the  governor  of  the  country  : 
I  demand  satisfaction.'^  I  rather  wonder  that  Mr.  Hastings 
did  not  inform  him  who  it  was  that  had  reported  so  gross 
and  improbable  a  tale,  and  deliver  him  up  to  the  fury  of  the 
Nuwab. 

Mr.  Hastings  is  besieged  by  him  ;  for  he  receives  another  ^°^^^>«f 
letter  upon  the  3rd  of  September.     Here  are  four  letters,  thcNawab. 
following  one  another  quick  as  post  expresses  with  horns 


*  Printed,  as  aboYc,  No.  6  (T.). 
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J.  Aru.irvt.  s  iimdiuLr  lu'l'tm*  them.  "Oh!  I  die,  I  pcri5»li,  I  ?ink,  it' 
Minriy  r»o;^iiin  is  not  }>ut  into  the  government  of  the  ouiii- 
try.  I  theii'lore  desire  to  luivc  her  put  into  tlie  govcrnmeut 
o\  the  country." 

*'  1  ani  liopci'iil  tlisil  you  will  not  keep  ino  lon((cr  in  this  ])alnful  sus- 
lu  nsi'.  hut  will  bo  kiudlv  pleased  to  write  iminctliatelv  to  the  Miinnv 
UcL^uiii  iliut  sill'  take  u|)on  herself  the  athnini.stration  of  the  airairs  ufih:' 
Ni/.:iinut,  whith  is  in  I'aet  her  own  family,  without  the  intcrfert.'iice  <»i' 
any  other  jieisoii  whalevtT.  By  this  you  will  give  me  conijiletc  6ii\U- 
Jadinn."* 

Here  i:*  a  state  corrospoiulcncc  more  like  an  amorous 
e(»rre>ponilence  than  I  believe  ever  was  known  in  the 
world.  What  is  this  man  so  eapcr — what  in  euch  a  i-ago 
ah(»ul  ?  What  ? — that  he  cannot  endure  the  smallest  dehiv  of 
liie  jiost  with  common  patience?  Why,  Inst  this  oKl 
WiUiiaij  -  who  is  not  his  niother  and  who  liad  no  tie  of 
l»loo<l  should  not  he  made  mi&trci?s  of  liimsclt*  and  the 
whole  country.  Accordingly,  in  a  very  few  months  after- 
wards, he  comes  to  ])e  apj)ointed  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  the 
^i^overnment  hinisself,  and  you  may  easily  judge  by  the  pre- 
ceding letter  who  was  to  govern.  It  would  be  an  aftroiit 
uj)(»n  your  Lordships'  judgment  to  attempt  to  prove  who 
w:is  to  govern,  after  lie  had  desired  to  put  the  whole 
government  of  affairv^  into  the  hands  of  Munny  liegniii. 
p    Now.  Munnv  He<xtuu  havinff  been  vested  with  this  authoritv, 

|ii*;:ilMI  111--  *  ..  r^  o  ^  ^»  ' 

\«-i..in>iii,  having  obtained  the  s:dary,  having  been  the  total  and  entire 

anMil.nly.     governor  of  the  ctnmtry,  as  1   i)rove  by  the  Nawab's  letter, 

let  us  see  the  conse(|uences  of  it :  and  then  I  desire  to  know 

whether  y<un*  Lordships  can   believe  that  all  this  haste — 

whi(;h  in  fact  is  Mr.  Hastings'  h:iste  and  impatience,  for  wc 

shall  prove  that  the  Nawab  never  did  or  could  take  a  step, 

but   by  his  immediate  orders  and  directions — whether  your 

Lordships  can   believe  that  Mr.  Hastings  would  suffer  the 

odiinu  of  all  this,  unless  he  had  some  corrupt  consideration. 

j'..iii|.i;iiii(  My  Lords,  verv  sotm   after  this   appointment  Avas  made, 

j^^lil•,.  i.r     consisting  of  Munny  Degum  at  the  h.ead  of  the  affairs,  the 

i«?'hiu' IiImVi-  Lord  Chief  Justice  luuler  her  and  imdcr  her  direction,  ami 

Inc.!"''""      Ji^O'^  (ioordass  iis  steward  of  the  lunisehold,  the   first  thing 

we  hear  was  just  what  your  Lordships  expect  to  hear  upon 

such  a  casC' — that  this  unfortunate  Chief  Justice,  who  was 


*  IVip*'-'    •'c  ni  •»"••.  No,  6  (U."^    a"'^  'M  th-     *'^f1^1^''•o  of  th"  Kvidcnco,'* 


^lllilHV 


speech  of  Mr.  Burke.  93 

a  num  undoubtedly  of  but  poor,  low,  disposition,  but  1 25Ani.i7?<o. 
believe  a  perfectly  honest,  perfectly  well  intcntioned,  man, 
fiunul  it  absolutely  im])083ible  for  liiui  to  execute  the 
povomnient  under  the  direction  of  Munny  lieguni;  nnd, 
accordingly,  in  the  month  of  September  after  the  nomination, 
lie  sends  a  complaint  to  Mr.  Hastings, — 

**  That  certain  bail  men  hail  gained  an  ascendancy  over  the  Nawab's 
temper,  by  whose  instigation  he  acts.*' 

After  complaining  of  the  slights  he  received  from  the 
Nawab,  he  adds, — 

**  Thns  they  cause  the  Xabol)  to  treat  me  soinetiincs  with  indignity, 
at  others  with  kindness,  just  as  they  think  proper  to  advise  Iiim.  Their 
view  1%  that,  by  compelling  mc  to  displeasure  at  such  unworthy  treat- 
ment, they  may  force  me  either  to  rehnquish  my  station  or  to  join  with 
them,  and  act  by  their  advice,  and  appomt  creatures  of  their  recommen- 
dation t4i  the  different  oilices,  from  which  they  might  draw  profit  to 
themselves.*'* 

Then  he  immediately  follows  that  with  another  letter,  to 
show  who  those  coriiipt  men  were  that  had  gained  the  as- 
cendency over  the  Nawab's  temper — namely,  the  eunuchs  of  ,T,5pV5/iml«Hi 
Alunny  Begum — one  of  them  her  direct  instrument  in  the*"  that  of 
bribery  with   Mr.  IListings;   and  accordingly  he  did  what  orAinnn" ''^ 
you  would  expect  from  such  a  man.     Everything  in  judg-  ***"''"'" 
inent  was  contbunded ;   all  the  offices  destroyed ;  and  there 
was  nothing  but  a  scene  of  forgery,  peculation  and  knavery, 
of  every  kind  and  description,  prevailing  through  the  coun- 
try, and  totally  disturbing  all  order  and  justice  in  it. 

**The  Begum  Ministers  before  my  arrival,  with  the  advice  of  their 
Cuunaellors,  caused  the  Nabob  to  sign  a  receipt;  in  consequence  of 
which  they  received  at  two  different  times  near  6(),()0<)  ru])ces,  in  the 
name  of  the  adawlut,  fouzdarry,  &c.,  from  the  Ccmipany's  circur ;  and, 
having  drawn  up  an  account  current  in  the  manner  they  wished,  they 
got  the  Nabob  to  sign  it,  and  then  sent  it  to  me." 

In  the  same  letter  he  asserts, — 
**  'I'hat  these  people  have  the  Nabob  entirely  in  their  power."t 

My  Lonls,  here  he  enables  the  corrupt  eimuchs  of  this 
wicked  old  woman  to  draw  upon  the  Company's  treasury  at 
their  pleasure,  under  forged  papers  of  the  Nawab,  for  just 


♦  Extract  from  letter  of  the  Sadr-al-Ibik  Khan,  quoted  in  a  Minute  of 
Mr.  Francis,  15th  DecemlHjr,  1771K— Printt-d  in  tlie  Fifth  Keport  of  the  Sehrf 
Committee,  Appendix  No.  C  (K.A.). 
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2:.  \i  K.iTs't.  siicli  moneys  as  tiny  please,  under  the  name  and  pretence  of 
yivin;^  it  to  llie  (»(licc-rs  of  jiisiiicj*,  but  which  they  distribute 
anion^  thiiiiselvr.^  as  they  think  iit.  This  was  the  efiect  in 
llie  inti'i'ior  part  of  the  country.  But  that  complaint  was 
Hoon  followed  by  ancither,  the  eonsequcnee  of  which  will 
lot  you  see  two  things,  which  are  the  strongest  presumptive 
jjnMifs   of  ihr    eorrupt  motives  of  Mr.   Hastings,  and    then 

Or.i.Tri-..in    ii^.  jiorribli- misc'hif'vons  ifKets  upon  the  eountrv.     In  c<jnse- 

Mr.  Il:ist.  .      1  •       /I  1    •  >i        TT        •  1 

inyHiotii,.    ijiunec   ot  tills  iir-i    et»nipl:unt,   3lr.  Ilas'tmgs  sends  to  this 

{..  iiiinh'r.'  iiHh'peudinl  Xawah  that  he  should  not  dare  to  concern  him- 

nihilbri!       •'"'*'*  'i^y  h>».irer  with   tlu'   liiujdavi.       The  >i'awab.    who  had 

bttore  deelai\:d  that  all  the  otiiees  were  his  own,    and  to  bo 

executed  by  hiuisclf  and   under  his   orders,  instantly  obeys 

Mr.  IlnstiniTs,  antl  declares  he  will  not  interfere  in  the  bnsi- 

nes<  of  the  ci)urts  any  more.      Y(»ur  Lordships  will  ob?'ervo 

further,  that  ilu*  cinnjilaint  is  not  against  him  but  against  the 

ere:itnres  and  the  menial  servants  of  Munnv  liemnn  ;  and  vet 

f j«-ui ml n.r-  it  i-  the  Nawab  hu  forbi<ls  to  interfere  in  this  businiss.     Of 

tii.MMuiitrv   the  others  h-  takes  ua  noiiee  ;  but,  when  the  whole  country 

Juhliiiiistm^   ^^''*'^  J'alleu  into  et>nfiision,  under  the  administration  of  this 

llrium''^'"     ^^'^'J^^'J"  '^J^^^  mulcr  hci'  corrupt  ministers — mm  base-born  and 

employeil  in  the  barest  offices — men  of  the  household  train  of 

the   women    in    that  eoiuitry   are    of   that  description— he 

Littrr  ..r      writes  to    the    Nawab     aijain.    and    eonfesse^    himself    the 

31  r.  Il:isl-  .  ^ 

iiiu'Ntil-  mischiefs  that  arose  from  his  corrupt  arrangements.  This  is 
^latrllniill  «'i  strong  proof  of  the  elFeet  (»f  Mr.  Hasting:-'  eorrupt  dealings 
'•""""•>•       with  this  woman. 

*•  At  yniir  J'M(llrii{ y*N  iiH|iicst.  I  sent  Siulder  ul  Hac  Khan  to  take  on 
hill)  llu"  :i«liMiiii«»nar!un  nl"  tin*  jiirairs  of  the  adawhit  aiul  fouzdarry, 
and  lioju'il  liy  that  lucun'*,  lu't  cniy  lo  have  ji'ivtn  MitiNlactittn  to  vonr 
I'ivcrllincy.  Iiiit  ihal,  ilnnu;»li  his  al»ilitiL'>  and  i-\jHrifnci*.  thi'se  allairs 
wr-idd  huvr  Ik-cii  (••Midiii.U'd  in  Muh  manner  as  to  have  scfart-d  thiMwacc 
ni'  llii'  ccjiinliy  jsnd  xhv  hapjiincss  rf  (he  people.  Audit  is  with  the 
^ivaiiNi  (■(iiiccni  1  Irarn  tliat  tliis  inon'^iiu'  is  so  tar  froi'.i  hiMn»f  attended 
wiili  lliee\p(Mlrd  a<lvaniajiN  that  ihe  allaiis  hsith  of  the  fonzdarry  and 
ailawhil  niv  in  tlu-  ^.ti-iUnI  CDnfii.-siDn  inin^riimldo,  and  daily  rcdihcries 
and  ninidei-  an-  piM'pctralnl  thmu^hont  the  country.  This  is  e>idently 
<»wiiiL'  1<>  the  v.aiil  cf  a  jaupcr  anlhoriiy  in  the  ]-(rsou  n]ipointed  to 
snperintj'nd  tin  in.  I  thfre-nre  addressed  your  Kxeellenry  on  the  impor- 
tance anil  dflii-aey  u\'  the  allairs  in  question,  and  of  the  necessity  of 
liiilo;in;r  full  jU'Wi T  ill  the  hands  cd'thc  person  ehosento  administer  them: 
in  rt'ply  to  which  yimr  Kxeellnuy  oxj'ie^sed  sentiments  ctuneident  witli 
mine.  Noiwithstnndinir  whif  h.  your  dependants,  antl  people  actuated  by 
selfish  and  avaricious  views,  have  hy  their  interference  so  im]ieded  the 
husiui  ss  as  to  throw  the  whole  country  int(>  a  state  of  confusion,  from 
which  norhin«(  can  retrieve  it  hut  an  unlimited  ])owcr  lodj^ed  in  the  hands 
'"  ihc   p»n«'»'i»«*':nd**»'>'      1  ♦^>«'~''^orc  »'*"'ue?^     •»"'♦'■  you:"   ^Cv*'#»ll#»jicr   will 
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give  the  strictest  ii^unctions  to  all  your  dependants,  not  to  interfere  in  23  Am.  1789 
any  manner,  with  any  matter  relative  to  the  affairs  of  the  adawlnt  and 
fouzdarry,  and  that  you  ^^ill  yourself  relinquish  all  interference  therein, 
and  leave  them  entirely  to  the  mana^^ement  of  Sudder  ul  Ilac  Khan.  This 
is  alMolutely  necessary  to  restore  the  country  to  a  state  of  tranquillity."* 

My  Lords^  what  evidence  do  we  produce  to  your  Lord- 
ships of  the  consequence  of  Mr.  Hastings'  corrupt  measures  ? 
His  own.  lie  gives  you  the  stntc  of  a  country  by  the 
criminal  interfering  of  the  wicked  woman  whom  he  had 
established  in  power  in  that  place,  totally  superseding  the 
justice  of  the  country,  and  throwing  everything  into  con- 
fusion. As  usual,  thank  God  !  there  is  such  irregularity  in  his 
conduct,  his  crimes  are  so  multiplied,  that  all  the  coutrivances 
of  ingenuitv  are  unable  to  cover  them,  and  now  and  then  he 
comes  and  oetrays  himself.  And  here  he  tells  you  his  own 
weakness,  and  the  effects  of  his  own  corruption.  He  had 
appointed  Munny  Begum  to  this  power ;  he  dare  not  say  a 
word  to  her,  but  he  lays  the  whole  upon  the  Nawab.  When  }^^'^*f^-. 
the  Chief  Justice  complains  that  these  crimes  were  in  con-  by  roar  of 
sequence  of  the  favour  of  Munny  Begum  and  her  creatures  of hlabribcs 
— these  crimes  which  Mr.  Hastings,  by  means  of  this  wicked  {hl^J^m. 
woman,  was  carrying  on — why  did  he  not  say  to  the  Nawab 
— **  The  Begum  must  not  interfere  ;  the  Begum's  eunuch 
must  not  interfere  !"  He  dare  not :  because  that  woman  had 
concealed  all  the  bribes  but  one  from  the  public  notice,  to 
gratify  him.  She  had  it  in  her  power  to  discover  the  whole, 
[she]  and  Yatibar  Ali  Khan,  her  minister,  who  had  the 
principal  share  in  this  destruction  of  justice  and  perversion 
of  all  the  j)rincipal  functions  of  government.  Mr.  Hastings 
was  obliged,  in  consequence  of  that  transaction,  to  sup|>ort 
her  and  support  him.  He  had  every  princij)le ;  for  he 
bought  a  mercenary  silence  to  pay  them.  It  was  a  wicked 
silence — the  concealing  their  common  guilt:  and  you  will  see 
what  use  he  makes  of  the  evidence  of  Yatibar  Ali  Khan  for 
concealing  their  guilt,  and  of  this  woman  for  concealing  it. 
There  is  a  corrupt  gratitude  at  once  oj)erating  a  corrupt 
influence— a  c<jrrupt  fear  influencing  at  once  upon  the  mind 
of  Mr.  Hasting.-*,  and  which  did  not  enable  him  to  put  an  end 
to  thi«a  scene  of  disorder  and  confusion,  bought  at  the  expense 
of  2  KOOO/.  a  year  to  the  Company. 

Your   Lord-hips  will   observe  that    that  virtuous    mnjo-  Exart  no- 
rity,  whose   reign  was  but   short,    and  who  died    of  grief  ^."Moiinln- 


*  Quoted  in  Mr.  Francis*  Minute,  and  printed  as  above. 
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J.  \P,.  ,;..,  :ni'l  vcx.iMnii    uihUm'   all    tho    iinpcdiincnts  that    they  mot 

,  ,."         with  fV.Jhi    Mr.  IhistiiiL^-'.  who    was    iiidh'CCtlv  the  shedder 

K';'''-':*,     «••    tht'ir  M«>  cl     liy    tho    corruptions    and  o|4K>sitions  thoy 

i'.:..!:!I-. .  r    nil!    wiili     it    is   Unnwn  to  tlie  AV(»rhl  vcrv    well   that  thcv 

'      '"    '  ■  Ii:' "Ui*  tht'ir  h(Mrl>     put   their  ooiidiict  out  of  >=nsi)icioii,  fur 

tli-'v  <»nl«.n'  I  an  exact  account  to  l»c  kept  by  Mi>hanimcd 

Ki'ZM    Khan,   wln)   cortainlv,  if  anv  person  in  the  count rv 

csniM  h»*  tru-tcd  ujMin    liis    word  :md   character,  might  lio 

Iru-ttMl.      r>nt  tlicv  did  not  trust  hini,    hcean.se  thcv  knew 

the  ('uinjiaiiv  did  not  suiUa*  them   to  trust  anv  man.     Tht-v 

»>r(KMvd  an  exai't  account  to  he  kept   hy  him  of  the  Xawah's 

cxjiriisc-,  \Nliicli   llually  must    he    tlic  Company  s  expenses. 

Thcv  (U'dcvcd  the  account  to  he  sent  down  vearlv,  to  he  e(»n- 

trnlhil,  if  necessary,  that  the  means  i»f  control  might  exist. 

:;m;i  v.,ii..i         What  wa*  Mr.  IIa'^tinix>  conduct?  lie  did  not  rive  thcin 

Vr.r.nly  "     any  (»rdrr  \n  pnuluce    any  account,    though  their  character 

I;",  m"  V^     and  circumstaiicrs  were  such  as  made  an  account  ten  thou- 

'"'  sand   tiuKs   rinn*-.'  incrs^ary  from  them  than  from  those  from 

wImui  it  liad  lM\'n  in  former  time.s  hy  the  Company  strictly 

cxaii«  (I.      So  that  his  not  orderintr  anv  account  of  the  monev 

t»)   he    laid    ont    leaves    no    douht   that,  in  his*   apj)ointing 

M'lMiiy   lU'i^um,    he   went  hack  to   his  cdd  bribe? — that  he 

continued   her  lor  tlie  purpose  of  robbing  the  country  :  he 

continued    tluvc  practices  to  the  ruin  of  the  justice  of  the 

(MUMtry. 

<'r.i.i,ivi.v        Till-  conlimied  t<'o  long  ft)r  the  good  of  the  country,  hut 

iihihn.i-    ^y^,^  jj^^j  ,.<)n{*nn,,.  ;il).^oliitely  aud  relatively  long;  becauj»e  the 

Air.  II-.  :■     oourt    ol'  Directors,  as  soon  as  thcv  heard  of  this  iniquitous 

III';-    .i^i'  ,  ,  ♦,  *. 

1 1  MM  III-,  appoint  ujent,  whieh  glared  upon  them  in  all  the  light  of  its 

infaniv,  innnediatt?lv  wrote  the  strongest,  the  most  decided, 
and  the  most  pcrcm]>lorv,  censure  upon  him — attributing 
]iis  aets,  every  one  of  them,  to  the  sanjc  causes  to  which  I 
attribute  them.  To  let  y(ui  see  that  the  court  of  Directors 
saw  the  thing  in  the  very  light  I  represent  it  to  your  Lonl- 
■diips,  and  indexed  in  which  every  one  must  pcc  it,  they 
reprobate  all  his  idle  excuses;  th<^y  reprobate  all  the  actor- 
in  the  scene;  they  consider  it  to  be  not  the  Nawab  but  him; 
that  tlic  olyect  of  the  appointment  of  Munny  Begum  Avas 
money,  and  that  tlie  object  of  that  appointment  was  the 
rolibery  of  the  Xawab's  treasury. 

*'  \Vr  hy  no  iiuuns  jipj^ruvc  yonr  lute  ))roccr(Vm«js  on  the  application  «»1 
\hv  N.mIhiI)  Mnjjarcck  ill  Dowhi  for  the  rtinovjil  of  the  Naih  SDuhiular. 
The  rcijuisitioPi  i»r  Mohaicrk  ill  Dowla  was  iinpropLT  and  unfricntlly. 
h«'"j-'vii    'in  miist  Iinv(»    '<nf  I'p   t.h'»i    :)»*•  V>*"  nnp,'>n«-i»^en^  of  MiiI)onir< 
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Rcza  Khan,  to  the  office  of  Naib  Soubadar,  had  been  marked  with  the  25  Arn.uso. 
the  Company's  special  approbation,  and  that  the  Court  of  Directors  had 
assured  him  of  their  favour,  so  long  as  a  firm  attachment  to  the  Com- 
panv*s  interest  and  a  ])roper  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  station  shouhl 
runJer  him  worthy  of  their  protection.  We,  therefore,  repeat  our  de- 
claration, that,  to  recpiirc  the  dismission  of  a  prime  minister  thus  circum- 
sUnced,  without  ))roducing  the  remotest  proof  of  his  infidelity  Uy  the 
Comjiany,  or  venturing  to  charge  him  with  one  instance  of  mal-adminis- 
tration  in  the  discharge  of  his  pubUc  duty,  ^'as  improper  and  inconsistent 
with  the  friendship  subsisting  between  the  Nabob  of  Bengal  and  the 
Company." 

And,  further  on,  they  say  : — 

"  The  Nabob  having  intimated  that  he  had  repeatedly  stated  the 
trouble  and  uneasiness  which  he  had  suffered  from  the  Naibship  of  the 
Nizamut  Ijeing  vested  in  Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  we  obser\''e  one  of  the 
members  of  your  Board  desired  the  Nabob's  repeated  letters  on  the  sub- 
ject might  be  read ;  but  this  reasonable  reouest  was  overruled,  on  a  plea 
of  saving  the  Board's  time,  which  we  can  uy  no  means  admit  as  a  suffi- 
cient objection.  The  Nabob's  letters  of  the  25th  and  30th  of  August, 
of  the  3rd  of  September  and  l/th  of  November,  leave  us  no  doubt  of 
the  true  design  of  this  extraordinary  business,  being  to  bring  forward 
Munny  Begum  and  again  to  invest  her  with  improper  power  and 
inHuence;  notwithstanding  our  former  declaration  that  so  great  a  part 
of  the  Xal)ob's  allowance  had  been  embezzled  or  misapplied  under  her 
superintendence.  Instead  of  your  declaring  that  the  Nabob's  demands 
were  grounded  on  positive  rights,  which  will  not  admit  of  discussion — 
that  the  Nizamut  is  his  inheritance — that  the  dependants  of  the  Nizamut, 
Adawlut  and  Foujedarry,  appertain  to  that  inheritance ;  that,  as  he  is 
jdeased  to  demand  and  assert  the  positive  rights  of  his  ofiice  as  Nizam  of 
the  provinces,  there  is  no  ground  for  denying  his  request;  and  that  a  re- 
ference to  the  ('ompany  would  be  an  evasion  unbecoming  the  honour  of 
Government ;  the  Nabob  might  have  been  reminded  that  a  Naib  Soiibadar 
was  appointed,  and  the  ofiice  continued  without  intemi])ti()n  or  objection 
during  the  government  of  his  ancestors,  who  must  have  been  su|)posed 
more  capable  of  governing  the  provinces  than  a  youth  of  20  years  of 
age.  You  have  requested  this  unexperienced  young  man  to  permit  all 
the  present  judges  and  officers  of  the  Nizamut  and  Foujedarry  adawhits 
or  courts  of  criminal  justice,  and  also  all  the  Foujedars  or  ofllcers 
ap]M)inted  to  guard  the  peace  of  the  countr}%  to  continue  in  office  until 
he  the  Nabob  shall  have  formed  a  plan  for  a  new  arrangement  of  those 
()ffic(*s ;  and  it  is  with  equal  surprise  and  concern  that  we  observe  this 
request  introduced,  an<l  the  Nabob*s  ostensible  rights  so  solemnly 
asserted,  at  this  ]>eriod,  by  our  (iovernor  General ;  because,  on  a  lute 
occasion,  to  sen'e  a  very  diff'erent  ])ur])08e,  he  has  not  scrupled  to  declare 
it  as  visible  as  the  light  of  the  sun  that  the  Nabob  is  a  mere  pageant, 
and  without  even  the  shadow  of  authority.  No  circumstance  has 
hapiK-ned  since  that  declaration  was  made  to  render  the  Nabob  more 
indtpendent,  nor  to  give  him  any  additional  degree  of  power  and  con- 
sequence."* 

•  Extract    of    General  Ix»tter    from  the    court    of   Diroctors  to  Bengal, 
dated  4th  February,  1770.— Frinted  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Fifth  Beport  of 
the  Si-lect  Committee,  Na  C  (A. a.). 
VOL.  II.  O 
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2.iArB.i759.  At  present  I  do  not  tlnnk  it  necessary  to  trouble  your 
r..rrupt  Lordship?,  bc'C:lu^c  it  is  move  tliiui  enough — it  is  elaying 
motivis  of    the  .^hiin — to  show  what  Air.  Ilastinjxs*  motives  were:  tliat 

All*    ll!lNi« 

insri.  he  acted  n«^ainrit  tlic  :Jcn.«c  of  the  East  India  Company  ap- 

pointed l)y  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  control  him  ;  that  he  did 
it  tor  a  corrupt  purpose  ;  tliat  all  his  pretences  were  false 
and  fraudident ;  and  tliat  he  had  his  own  corrupt  views  in 
the  whole  of  the  proceedint^. 
?nBN*Viu-iVio«i      ^  "^^S  y<*"r  liunUhips  to  consider  that,  in  this  statement 
cjfiiia.viiisi.ir  that  1  make  to  you  of  this  matter,  you  will  observe  the  in- 
ruyoftho     struments  with  which  Mr.  Hastings  acts.     The  great  men 
Xawaii.       ^j.  ^j^j^^  country,  and  particularly  the  subahdar  himself,  the 
Xawab,  is  in  so  equivocal  a  situation  that  it  affords  him  two 
bolting  holes,  by  which  he  is  enabled  to  resist  the  authority 
of  the  Company  and  exercise  an  arbitrary  authority  of  his 
own;  for.  though  the  Nawab  has  the  titles  of  high  sove- 
reignty, he  is  the  lowest  of  all  dependants.     He  appears  to 
be  the  masirr  of  the  country;    he  is  a  pensioner  of  the 
govenuiiont.     "When  Mr.  IlaMings  wants  him  to  obey  and 
answer  his  corrupt  purposes,  lie  linds  him  in  the  character 
of  a  pensioner.     AVIien  he  wants  his  authority,  to  supi)ort 
him  in  opposition  to  the  authority  of  the  Company,  imme- 
diately he   invests  Iiim   with   high    sovereign  powers,  and 
he  dare  not  execute  the  orders  of  the  Company,  for  fear 
of  doing  some  act  that  will  uuikc  him  odious  in  the  eyes  of 
God  and  man.     We  see  how   lie  appointed  all  officers  for 
liim,  and  forbade  his  interference  in  all  aifairs.     When  the 
Company  see  the  imiu*opriety  and  the  guilt  of  these  acts, 
He  protcniis  ^^^^'  <>»'der  him  to  rescind  them  and  appoint  again  Mohammed 
torofrrio     Keza  Khan,  he  declares  he  will  not     that  he  cannot  do  it  in 
iiu''j)^iiv(t'. '  justice  ;  but  that  he  will  consent   to  send  him  the  order  of 
l^^ton''!^^i.''  <l^<i  Comi>any,  but  without  backing  it  Avith  any  order  of  the 
'j'JJJ^]J"j^j|^jj    Board :    which,  su[)posing  even   there  had  been  no  private 
communication,   was   in  other  words  commanding   him   to 
disobey  it. 

So  this  poor  man,  who  a  short  time  before  was  at  the 
feet  of  Mr.  Hastings,  whom  Mr.  Hastings  declared  to  be  a 
pageant,  and  swore  in  a  court  of  justice  that  he  was  but  a 
|)ageant — and  lie  followed  that  ailidavit  with  long  declarations 
in  ('onncil  that  he  was  a  pageant  in  sovereignty  and  ought 
in  policy  ever  to  be  held  out  as  such — that  man  he  seta  up 
^n  opposition  to  the  Company,  and  refuses  to  appoin. 
Aloham»ned  Reza  Khan,  who  \y'^<  guaranteed  by  the  express 
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Will  any  man  tell  me  that  thnt  resistance,  under  such  base  s5Aps.i78e. 
and  plausible  pretences,  could  be  any  other  than  following 
systematically  up  the  system  of  corruption  and  the  bribes 
he  had  received  from  Munny  Begum  ? 

But  there  is  another  circumstance  that  puts  it  in  a  Rejection  of 
stronger  light.  He  opposes  the  Nawab's  mock  authority  to  tiioNawab.^ 
the  authority  of  the  Company.  He  receives  an  answer, 
defying  that  authority  of  the  Company,  and  leaves  Mo- 
hammed Keza  Khan  unemployed,  because  he  cannot  in 
justice  execute  orders  from  the  Company — though  they  are 
his  undoubted  masters — contrary  to  the  rights  of  the  Nawab. 
You  see  what  the  rights  of  the  Nawab  were.  The  rights 
of  the  Nawab  were  to  be  governed  by  Munny  13egum  and 
her  scandalous  ministers.  But,  however,  we  see  him  there 
now.  He  is  exalted  an  independent  sovereign:  he  defies 
them  at  the  head  of  their  armies  and  their  treasury.  That 
name  that  makes  all  India  shake  was  defied  by  one  of  its 
pensioners. 

My  Lords,  human  greatness  is  an  unstable  thing.  This 
man  so  suddenly  exalted  by  Mr.  Hastings  was  as  soon 
depressed,  and  the  manner  of  his  depression  is  as  curious  as 
that  of  his  exaltation,  and  will  tend  to  show  you  the  man 
most  clearly.  Mr.  Francis,  who  constantlv  had  opposed  Support  of 
Mr.  Hastings  upon  principles  or  honour  and  principles  of  nnwi  Khan 
obedience  to  the  authority  under  which  he  Jicted,  had  con-  jij^njis. 
stantly  asserted  that  Mohamined  Reza  Khan  ought  to  be 
put  into  employment.  Mr.  Hastings  constantly  opposed 
him,  and  the  reason  he  gave  for  it  was  that  it  was  against 
the  direct  rights  of  the  Nawab,  and  that  they  were  rights 
that  were  so  sacred  that  they  could  not  be  infringed,  even 
l)y  the  sovereign  authority  of  the  Company  ordering  him  to 
do  it.  He  had  so  great  an  aversion  to  the  least  subtraction 
of  right,  that  he  would  not  suifer  this  man  to  be  invested 
with  his  office,  under  the  Company's  authority,  by  the  express 
command  of  the  court  of  Directors.  The  Nawab  was  too 
sovereign,  too  supreme,  for  him  to  do  it.  But,  such  is  the 
fate  of  human  grandeur,  that  a  whimsical  event  reduced  the 
Nawab  to  his  state  of  pageant  again  and  made  him  the  sub- 
ject of  you  will  see  whom.  Mr.  Francis,  who  all  along  had 
never  followed  any  principle  but  that  which  he  had  followed 
in  confonnity  to  his  own  plans  and  those  of  his  virtuous 
colleagues,  namely,  an  entire  obedience  to  the  laws  of  his 
country,  had  never  contended  for  any  one  thing  but  an  obe- 
dience to  them  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hastings,  in  any  instance 
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•r.Arn.17 1».  find  in  any  way.     Mr.  II:i?tini»:^  ha<l  other  principlof*.     lie 

found  he  was  80  embarrassed  by  liw  disohedicncc  to  the 

ppirit  of  the  order?  of  ihc  Company,  by  the  various  wild 

pn»jects  he  had  formed,  that,  even  with  the  majority  of  the 

Council,  he  found  it  was  necessary  for  him  at  any  price  to 

pfain  ovi»r  Mr.  Francits. 

His  akin-         Mr.  Fraucis,  frij^htened  by  the  same  miserable  situation 

oppniitiuM^  of  thiniijs — it  was  in  a  most  dangerous  period — the  heijjjht  oF 

h'JCT\m^wm-' *'^*^  Marhatta  war — Mr.  Francis  was  willing  likewise  to  give 

•iiii.mofhis  up  his  opposition  to  him,  and  to  suspend  the  execution  ot' 

MohnmmeU  many  rightlul  t lungs  and  to  give  them  up  to  the  public  ne- 

'"^"*  ccssity.     Accordingly  lie  Jigroed  with  Mr.  Hastings.     AVhat 

was  the  price  of  that  suiTcnder?     Any  base  purpose?     Any 

desertion  of  public  duty?     No;  all  that  he  desired  of  Mr. 

Hastings  was,  that  he  should  obey  the  orders  of  the  Company, 

and,  among  other  acts  of  his  obedience,  that  Mohammed 

Keza  Khan  should  be  put  into  that  place. 

ThftNawah       You  liavc  hoard  how  Mr.  Hastings  opposed  the  order  of 

a"rrll>iitmrnt  *'*^' ^'*^"H*''*"y>  ^^^    for  what  he  oppo.^^ed  it.     On  the   1st  of 

fni' diVral^   September  he  sent  an  jmler  for  the  Nawab  to  give  up  this 

tioii.  place  to  Mohammed  lleza  Khan,  which  he  had  represented 

as  a  dethroning  of  the  Nawab.     The  order  went  on  the  1st 

of  September,  and  on  the  3rd  this  great  and  mighty  prince, 

whom  all  earth  could  not  move  from  the  assertion  of  his 

rights,  gives  them  all  up,  and  Mohammed  Keza  Khan  is 

invested  with  them.     So  there  were  all  his  pretences  gc»ne. 

It  is   plain  the  whole  was  done  for  Munny   Begum :  and 

when  he  gave  up  anything  it  was  from  necessity.     It  shows 

that  the  Nawab  was  the  meanest  of  his  servants ;  for  his 

daily  bread  undoubtedly  was  eaten  out  of  the  hands  of  Mr. 

Hastings,  through  Munny  ncgum. 

Priv.itp  asaii-      Mohammcd    Keza   Khan   was    invested  again   witli   that 

NawaMha!  pljioc ;  but  such  was  tlic  trcachcry  of  Mr.   Hastings   that, 

inonVshouM  t'lough  hc  wrotc  to  the  Nawab  it  was  done  in  consequence 

winir. .1        ^^ *'^^  orders  of  the  Company,  he  did  clandestinely,  according 

to  his  usual  mode,  assure  the  Nawab  that  Mohammed  Reza 

Khan  should  not  hold  the  place  longer  than  till  he  heanl 

from  England.     Then  hc  wrote  another,  that  he  should  hold 

it  no  longer  than  while  he  submitted  to  his  present  necessity. 

So  here  he  gave  to  his  colleague  what  he  refused  to  the 

Company,  and    eiigjiged  i)rivately   that   he   would   dismiss 

li^MTKiKuf  Mohammed  Keza  Khan  again  ;  and,  the  moment  he  thought 

miiovwi       Mr.  Francis  was  not  in  a  condition  to  ffivc  him  trouble  any 

^"•'     -xH  i/i|»_         ,  ■■■■•■.I 

4»nrror,  fP'^t    innp^An*-     lio   tiiiM>n/l    n.fobniiin^'^rl    l^.p-^o    Khan  01**^ 
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agjiin  irom  that  general  superintcndcnco  of  aflaird  which  the  :i5  aph.i788l 
Company  gave  hiui — deposed  him  as  a  minister — left  him 
only  in  a  very  confined  manner  as  a  magistrate;  and  all 
these  changes — no  less  than  four  great  revolutions,  if  I  may 
so  c^'iU  them — were  made  by  Mr.  Hastings  for  this  corrupt 
pnrpo:?e.  This  is  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  has  played 
with  the  most  sacred  objects  that  man  ever  had  a  dealing 
with — with  the  government — with  the  justice — with  the 
onler — with  the  dignity — with  the  nobility — of  a  great 
country.  He  played  with  them  to  satisfy  his  own  wicked 
and  corrupt  purposes^  through  the  basest  instrument  that 
ever  was  known. 

Now,  my  Lords,  I  have  done  with  the  presumption  thati»fercnc«of 
arose  from  this  which  I  have  shown  firsts  because  it  is  a  wii^ErcMb 
strong  presumption  upon  all  the  other  proceedings  arising  Su^.***  *"** 
from  corruption  with    Munny  Begum ;  and,  next,  to   show 
that  It  is  not  a  slight  crime^  but  that  it  is  attended  with 
breach  of  public  faith — with  a  breach  of  his  orders — with  a 
breach  of  the  whole  English  Government  and  the  destruction 
of  the  native  government,  of  the  police,  the  order,  the  safety, 
the  security  and  the  justice,  of  the  country — all  much  con- 
cerned in  this  cause.     Therefore  the  Commons  stand  before 
the  face  of  the  world  to  say  we  have  brought  a  cause — a 
great  cause — a  cause  worthy  the   Connnons  of  England  to 
prosecute,  and  worthy  the  Lords  to  judge  and  determine 
upon. 

Now,  I  have  nothing  further,  after  these   presumptions  Corruptiou 
being  finished,  than  to  state  what  the  consequences  are  of  vu^rolm'- 
Mr.   Hastings   taking   bribes  ;    that  Mr.    Hastings    taking  Jf^Hast- 
brihes  is  not  only  his  own  corruption,  but  it  is  the  incurable  {jjfii*  ^ri- 
corru|)tion  of  the  whole  service. 

I  will  show,  first,  that  he  was  named  in  1773  to  put  an 
end  to  that  corruption.  I  will  show  that  he  did  not ;  that 
he  knowingly  and  wilfully  connived  at  it ;  and  that  that 
connivance  was  the  princii)al  cause  of  all  the  disorders  that 
have  hitherto  prevailed  in  that  country. 

I  will  show  you  that  he  positively  refused  to  obey  the 
Company's  orders,  to  inquire  into  or  to  correct  the  corrup- 
tions that  prevailed  in  that  country.  Next,  that  he  esta- 
blished an  avowed  system  of  connivance,  in  order  to  gain 
everything  that  was  corrupt  in  the  country.  And  that, 
lastly,  to  secure  it,  he  gave  up  all  the  prosecutions,  and  ener- 
vated and  took  away  the  sole  arm  left  to  the  Company  for 
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2iAPR.i7sp.  the  asjrcrtioii   of  aulliority,  and   the   preservation  of  gwJ 
morals*  and  pnrityin  their  service. 

My  Lords,  here  is  a  letter,  in  the  year  1773,  in  which  the 
court  of  Directors  had,   upon  his    own  represrcntation,  ap- 
pro vi?d  isonie  }>art  of  his  conduct.      He  i.s  channed  with  their 
approbati(Ui ;  ho  promises  the  greatest  things.      But  then, 
Hisrxrus.s  that  very  inititant,  he  proceeds  in  the  foUowintr  manner,  that, 
r"vi/.rMfn'r    1  bclicve  youv  LonUhips  will  see,  a  more  deliberate  system 
",J!I /,"(J"i.yy.  for,  not.  only  being  corrupt  himself,  but  supporting  corruj)- 
rupi^jirnp-    fiou  in  others,  never  was  exhibited  in  any  public  papers, — 

Kcrvico.  '*  While  I  iiulnl;^'o  tlio  j»lciibJ.rc  which   1  receive  trorn  the  past  suc- 

cesses of  my  einleiivonis  1 1  nwii  1  eannut  retrain  from  h)okin^  back  with 
a  mixture  of  anxiety  on  the  omissions,  by  which  I  am  i^ensible  I  may 
since  hu\e  hazardid  the  diminulion  of  your  estiiui.  All  my  letters 
acMrei^sed  to  yt»ur  iJonnurable  Court,  and  to  the  Secret  Committee, 
rejieat  the  stron^csl  jnomihes  t)f  prosicutiuf;  the  iuquirie.s  into  the  c<.»u- 
duet  of  your  servants,  which  you  had  been  pleased  to  commit  particu- 
larly to  my  fhar^'f.  Vou  will  readily  jK-rceive  that  1  must  have  been 
.sin<'ere  in  tho'^e  deiiarutions,  since  it  would  have  argued  ^reut  iudis- 
creliuii  to  have  i:i:i'ie  ihein  ha:l  1  i'oresoeu  my  inal)ihty  to  perform  them. 
1  f*ni:l  nivsi'll  !M)\v  un«l(  r  '.he  di>aLricL;>I)le  nc«"es.siiv  of  avowiu:'  that 
inahiUtv:  at  the  same  tinio,  I  will  lioldlv  take  upon  mo  to  allirm  that,  on 
whnnisoevcr  \ou  iiii;ilit  liavc  deleufated  ihat  char«:e,  and  by  whatever 
power^i  ii  mi;iht  hav»'  been  a^coiiij-uiiied,  it  would  have  l)een  >ulficient  to 
occupy  liu-  cnih'e  aitv  utiou  of  ihose  v.lii)  were  lUiiursted  with  it ;  ami, 
even  wiih  all  tiic  i''iU  i»i'lii>ure  :!nd auihuiiiy.  would  have  proved  ineifoe- 
lual.  1  (Lir.  ap[)':il  to  the  i»'.il)Iie  ree«»rds  — to  the  testimony  of  those  who 
have  oj!]»M.tunit:es  of  kiiowiii;^^  me,  and  even  to  t!u'  detail,  which  the 
public  vi'ioe  can  jijm»i.  «i!  \\\-  j.»a>l  acis  i)f  this  ;,'i>vcrtuiien(,  ihat  my 
time  li;iv  '.leii  luiiu.i"  i  ;lv  uur  \:.-;ili ^i^lv  enii>lii\eil ;  vet  such  are  the 
ca>r5  aii-l  eiiil'i.iT;'  .'iiiuil^  «.l"  iiiis  v;  rli)u>  >late,  thai  altl»:su;xh  much  may 
bi'  (liiii  .  11:11 -l'  '.iiore  even  in  i.i:-  !cis  ai  nio:::int  nui>l  m:ces>'>arily  remain 
ucirb-clrd.  To  select  IVoui  llw-  ini^.-ejluncnus  heap,  which  each  day's 
cxi-ciici.  s  p.i-^ent  l«>  our  chi^c.-,  ili'.-e  ])oinls  on  which  the  general 
welliiTc  111  vuiii' jil'.iir.-.  lun,;  (.'^-iiiiiii-iy  (lei)cnd.-> ;  to  pu>vide  expedients 
for  future  ;i'i\.nita;;io.  aii»l  iruiinl  ::'4;aiii''(  prub:il)li' e\  il>,  are  all  that  vour 
a'iinini-}r:.ti-.n  r:;n  laiililully  jiroiiiL-sc  to  pirforni  for  ycmr  sen'icc  with 
tliei.'  united  l..b-»urs  most  (iili^anily  exirted.  'J'hcy  eauuot  look  back 
wiilioiit  >ai-iiii(iiiu'  the  oi^jcts  oi  ilieir  innuediale  duly  which  are  those  of 
your  inteic:jts  to  eiulle-s  rt-^eiav  hea  v.liicli  ciui  produci-  no  re;d  ^ood  ;  and 
uiiiv  L\pi'-t:  vnur  :'lf;jir.s  to  ;;11  the  ruinous  contrtciucnces  of]  personal 
uialevi'lcMce  boiji  liere  and  lI  home.'*"'' 

jiihiiiceiity       Aly  Lords,  this  \t  the  first  man  that  I  believe  ever  took 

euwiV^       credit  for  his  sincerity  from  his  breach  of  his  promises.     "1 

could  not  have  mado  those  promises  if  I  had  not  thought  that 

*  Extract  of  letter  from  Mr.  JIastiugs  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  dated 
nth  NovembiT,  I77.t. — rriiited  in  the  Appendix  to  ♦he  Fifth  Report  of  th» 
Select  "->».MQit»«.»  r»n  Indian  Affnirs,  No.  5. 
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I  could  perform  them.  Now  I  find  I  cannot  perform  them; 5»ai'r.i78o. 
•ind  you  have  in  that  non-performance,  and  in  that  profession, 
a  security  for  my  sincerity  when  I  promised  them.''  Upon 
tliis  principle,  any  man  who  makes  a  promise  has  notiiiug  to 
do  afterwards  but  to  say  tliat  he  finds  himself,  without  assign- 
ing any  particular  cause  for  it,  unable  to  perform  it,  not  only 
to  justify  himself  for  his  non-performance,  but  to  justify  him- 
self and  claim  credit  for  sincerity  in  his  original  profession. 
This  was  a  charge  given  hun  specially,  and  he  promised  obedi- 
ence, over  and  over,  upon  the  spot  and  in  the  country,  in  which 
he  was  no  novice — for  he  had  been  bred  in  it ;  it  was  his  native 
country  in  one  sense  ;  and  it  was  the  place  of  his  renewed 
nativity  and  regeneration.  Yet  this  very  man,  as  if  he  was 
a  novice  in  it,  says — ^^  I  promised  you  what  I  now  find  I 
cannot  perform."  Then  he  does  worse :  he  says,  he  cannot 
perform  it  without  giving  up  his  whole  time  :  he  says,  no 
man  could  perform  it  if  he  gave  up  his  whole  time  to  it : 
and  lastly,  he  says,  that  the  inquiry  into  these  corruptions, 
even  if  you  succeeded  in  them,  would  do  more  harm  than 
good. 

Now,  was  there  ever  an  instance  of  a  man  so  basely  i)cZ!f  ion  of 
deserting  a  duty,  and  giving  so  base  a  reason  for  it  ?  His  ^^*'**'y' 
duty  was  to  put  an  end  to  corruption  in  every  channel  of 
government.  "  It  cannot  be  done."  "  Why  ?"  *^  Because 
it  would  expose  our  affairs  to  malignity  and  enmity,  and  end, 
perhaps,  to  our  disadvantage/'  Not  only  will  he  connive 
himself,  but  he  advises  the  Company  to  do  it.  For  fear  of 
what? — for  fear  that  their  service  was  so  abandoned  and 
corrupt  that  the  display  of  the  evil  would  tend  more  to  their 
disreputation  than  all  their  attempts  to  reform  it  would 
tend  to  tlieir  service. 

Mr.  Hastings  should  naturally  have  imagined  that  the  law 
was  a  resource  in  this  desperate  case  of  bribery.  He  tells 
you  that,  in  that  charge  of  oppression, — 

"Thouffh  they  were  supported  by  the  cries  of  the  peojjle,  and  the  most 
authentic  representations,  yet  it  is  impossible  in  most  cases  to  obtain 
legal  proofs." 

Here  is  a  total  system  of  despair  upon  the  business, 
which  I  hope  and  believe  is  not  a  desperate  one,  and  has 
not  proved  a  desperate  one  whenever  a  rational  attempt 
has  been  made  to  pursue  it.  Here  you  find  him  corrupt, 
and  you  find,  in  consequence  of  that  corruption,  that  he 
screens  the  whole  body  of  corruptions  in  India,  and  pretends 
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•j.-.AiH.  iTsji.  ail  absolute  clc^:pa5r  of  any  possibility,  by  any  art  or  a«ldrcii:», 
of  putting:  an  end  to  them.  Nay,  he  tells  you  that,  if  cor- 
ruption did  not  exist,  if  it  was  not  connived  at,  the  India 
Company  could  not  exist.  Whether  that  be  a  truth  or 
not  1  cannot  tell ;  but  this  I  know,  that  it  is  the  ino:<t 
horrible  picture  that  ever  was  made  of  any  country.  It 
mifijht  be  t^aid  that  thes^e  were  excuses  for  omissions — sins  of 
iiisn.ii-  omission  there  he  calls  them.  I  will  show  that  they  were 
in*nbuws.  Bystcuiatic  *,  tluit  Mr.  Hastings  did  uniformly  contend  that 
he  would  connive  at  abuses.  When  tlie  whole  mystery  of 
the  iniquity  in  which  he  himself  was  deeply  concerned — 
when  all  the  Company's  orders  were  contravened — when 
contracts  were  given  directly  contrary  to  their  orders,  and 
upon  principles  subversive  to  their  government,  leading  to  all 
manner  of  oppression  and  ruin  to  the  country — what  was 
Mr.  Hastings'  answer? — 


"  I  must  luTu  remark  that  the  majority 

I  liad  not  the  power  of  establishing  it."* 

Then  he  goes  on  and  states  other  cases  of  corruption,  at 
every  one  of  which  he  winks.  Here  he  states  another  reason 
for  his  connivance.  **  Suppose  again  " — for  he  puts  another 
supposition :  and  these  sup])ositioiis  are  not  hypotheses  laid 
down  for  argument,  but  real  facts  existing  then  before  the 
Council  examining  into  grievances — 

**  Suppose  aK«'»in  thot  any  person  had  bem  fitted  himself 

u npr<)(it:ible  (hscussi* »u /** 

Here  is  a  direct  avowal  of  his  refusing  to  examine  into  the 
conduct  of  persons  in  the  Council,  even  in  the  highest  de- 
partments of  government,  and  the  best  paid,  for  fear  he 
shoidd  dissatisfy  them,  and  should  lose  their  votes,  by  dis- 
covering those  pecuhitions  and  corruptions,  though  he  per- 
fectly knew  them.  Was  there  ever,  since  the  world  began, 
any  man  who  would  dare  to  avow  such  sentiments  until 
driven  to  the  wall?  If  he  could  show  that  he  abhorred 
bribes  and  kept  at  a  distance  from  them,  then  he  might  say 
**  I  connive  at  the  bribes  of  others";  but,  when  he  acknow- 
ledges that  he  takes  bribes,  how  can  you  doubt  that  he  buys 
a  corrupt  confedeiacvr  and  puts  an  end  to  any  hope  through 
him  of  reformation  of  the  abuses  at  Bengal?     But  your 
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Lordships  will  sec  that  he  not  only  connlvoil  at  abuse^  but  25  Aijt.  ni^. 
jtatroniscd  it — sup{>orted  it — for  his  own  polit1c.1l  purposes,  rfis^.u- 
113  he  here  himself  confesses ;  that,  if  it  created  him  ill  {S?n"jri"o,['^ 
humour,  produced  him  an  opposition  in  Council,  lie  sacri- ^  pj»'"  *"i'- 
ficed  the  jwwer  of  the  Company  and  the  constitution  of 
their  government.  Did  he  so?  The  Company  ordered  him 
to  prosecute  those  people,  and  their  constitution  required 
that  they  should  be  prosecuted.  "  No,"  says  Mr.  Hastings, 
"  the  conniving  at  it  procures  a  majority  of  votes."  The 
very  thing  that  he  bought  was  not  worth  half  the  price  he 
paid  for  it.  He  was  sent  to  reform  corruptions,  and,  in 
order  that  he  might  reform  corruptions,  he  winked  at,  coun- 
tenanced and  patronised  them,  to  get  a  majority  of  votes ; 
and  what  was  in  fact  a  sacrifice  to  his  own  interest,  ambition 
and  corruption,  he  calls  a  sacrifice  to  the  Company !  So  he 
puts  this  alternative — "  either  give  everything  into  my  hand 
— suffer  me  to  go  on  and  have  no  control — or  else  I  wink  at 
every  species  of  corruption.''  It  is  a  remarkable  and  stu- 
pendous thing  that,  when  all  the  world  was  alarmed  at  the 
disorder  of  the  Company,  when  that  alarm  procured  his  being 
sent  out,  when  Parliament  took  such  an  alarm  at  it  that  they 
suspended  the  constitution  of  the  Company,  and  appointed 
another  government,  that  he  should  tell  that  Company  that 
Parliament  had  done  wrong,  and  that  the  person  put  at  the 
head  of  that  government  was  to  wink  at  these  abuses. 

But  he  went  further:  he  not  only  declared  tliat,  upon 
general  principles,  it  was  impossible  to  pursue  the  delin- 
quencies of  India,  and,  if  possible  to  pursue  them,  tliat 
mischief  would  happen  from  it,  but  your  Lordships  will 
observe  that,  in  this  business,  during  the  whole  period  of 
time  for  which  that  bo<ly  was  sent  out  to  inquire  into  and 
reform  the  corruptions  of  that  government,  not  one  ]>erj?on 
was  called  to  an  account,  nor,  except  Mr,  Hastings,  this  day, 
any  one  punished  for  delinquency :  whether  he  will  be 
punished  or  no  time  will  show.  I  have  no  doubt  of  your 
Lordships' justice,  and  of  the  goodness  of  our  cause;  but  he 
was  by  his  connivance  and  protection  the  promoter  of  all  the 
evils  in  India.  The  table  of  the  House  of  Commons  groaned  rnwHuiii.iu* 
under  complaints  of  the  evils  growing  in  India  under  this  thVili!  ^ 
systematic  connivance  of  Mr.  Hastings.  The  Directors  had  '■•^•^°"- 
set  on  foot  prosecutions — God  knows  iiow  ;  but,  sncli  as  they 
wore,  they  were  their  only  remedy ;  and  they  began  to  consider 
at  last  that  these  prosecutions  had  taken  a  long  oblivious  nap 
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25.\PK.  17S9, of'mauy  years;  and,  at  last,  knowing  that  they  were  likely, 
in  the  year  1782,  to  be  calh'il  to  a  strict  account  about  their 
own  conduct,  they  begun  to  rouse  themselves,  and  they  write 
thu.s  : — 


liartics  shuukl  have  been  so  lung  in  confinement  wiihout  bein^  brought 
to  Irial." 

1 1  ore,  my  Lords,  after  that  justice  had  been  asleep  a  while, 
it  was  renewed  and  revived.  They  directed  two  things; 
Jirst,  that  they  should  pursue  those  suits  ;  but,  whether  pur- 
sued or  no,  that  they  should  give  an  account  of  the  st^ite  of 
them,  thai  they  might  give  orders  concerning  them. 

Vour  1-iordsliips  see  they  write  ;  you  see  the  orders  of  the 

Company.      Did  thov  want  to  pursue  and  to  revive  these 

dormant  proseeuliuns  ?     They  want  to  have  a  state  of  them. 

that  thov   may  know  how  to  direct  the  future   conduct  of 

th(Mn  with  more  elli'ct  andvigoiir  than  had  yet  been  pursued. 

mrnt'ofi'ii.'  ^'^"  wouKl  uaturallv  imagine  that  Mr.  Hastings  did  not  obey 

uMMTutioMb  their  orders  or  obeyed  them  huiguidlv.    No;  he  took  another 

inurs.  part.     Jic  says, — 

"  Iliiviii;;  uttcutivL'ly  rca*!  and  weighed  the  urguinentis     .     .     .    .    # 
for  witlidrii\vinj^  them.'** 

So  he  begins  with  the  general  principle  of  connivance; 
he  directly  avows  he  does  it  for  a  political  purpose;  and 
when  the  Company  directs  he  shall  proceed  in  the  suits,  in- 
stead of  referring  it  to  their  judgments,  he  takes  the  judg- 
ment on  hini&clf,  and  says  they  arc  untenable.  He  directly  dia- 
charges  thi^  prosecutions  of  the  Coujpany,  supersedes  the 
auihnrity  of  his  masters,  and  gives  a  general  release  to  all 
the  persons  who  were  still  ouffering  by  the  feeble  footfite[)s 
of  justice  in  that  country.  He  gave  them  an  act  of  indem- 
nity, and  that  was  the  last  of  his  acts.  When  you  find  a 
man  taking  bribes ;  when  you  find  a  man  establishing  prin- 
ciples of  connivance ;  when  you  find  a  man  establishing 
principles  of  connivance  for  his  own  support;  and  when  you 
find  him  ordered  to  raise  special  proceedings  against  particu- 
lar men.  he  discharges  them  and  gives  them  an  indemnity  by 
his  own  act ! 


'  Tho  leUcr  refe"''*d  to  l^^**  "***  *»*^"  ^'^imd. 
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Now,  am  I  justified  in  showing  the  consequence  of  his  25  apb.  irso. 
bribery — the  presumptions  that  arise  from  his  own  bribes,  coueMon 
in  being  bo  attentive  to  secure  others  from  the  consequences  f^^l^^^^^ 
of  theirs,  and  when  ordered  to  carry  on  a  suit  discharging  connivance 
it?     When  we  sec  that,  can  we  avoid  judging  and  forming  tiou?""''' 
our  opinions   upon   two   grand  points — first,  that  no  man 
would  proceed  in  that  universal  patronage  of  guilt,  unless  he 
was  guilty  himself;  next,  that  by  an  universal  connivance  for 
fourteen  years,  he  is  himself  the  cause  and  main  spring  of  all 
the  evils,  calamities,  extortion  and  bribery,  that  have  pre- 
vailed and  ravaged  that  country  so  long  a  time?     There  is 
no  doubt  either  of  the  presumption  of  his  guilt  or  of  the 
consequences  of  it,  by  which  he  has  indeed  given  over  the 
last  expiring  hope  and  glimpse  there  was  of  procuring  a 
remedy  for  India  for  the  evils  that  exist  in  it. 

I  would   mention,  as  a  postscript  to  what  I  liave   said  Mr.  Hut- 
respecting  the  situation  of  Munny  Begum,  he  did  not  end  m^datiocr' 
there.     When  he  could  no  longer  put  the  government  into  toySoHy*** 
the  Iiands  of  that   infamous  woman,  he  sent  an  amorous,  Bi^um. 
sentimental,  letter  to  the  Company,  describing  her  miserable 
situation,  and  advising  the  Company  to  give  her  a  pension  of 
72,000  rupees  a  yeai'  to  maintain  her ;  and  he  describes  her 
situation  in  such  a  sentimental   way   as  must   melt  every 
heart.     He  supposes  her  reduced  by  the  cruel  orders  of  the 
Company,  who  retain   from   her  money  which  they  were 
never  obliged  to  give  her.     That  representation  he  made  to 
the  Company  alone,  because  his  colleagues  would  not  coun- 
tenance hiu)  in  it ;   for  we  find,  upon  looking  into  Lord 
Comwallis*  last  examination  into  the  state  of  this  unhappy 
fiunily,  that  this  woman  was  able  to  lend  to  Mobaric-ud- 
Dowla  20,000/.     Mr.  Hastings  could  not  avoid  it,  because  inductKi  by 
he  knew  that,  if  he  quitted  the  country  without  securing  Iiiy"ft?1i. 
that  woman — without   giving  her  a  hope  that  she  had  an  J}}J5J*co.**" 
agent   here   who  could  procure  by  his  credit   that  money 
which  by  his  authority  he  had  before  procured  for  her — she 
could  then  make  a  discovery  of  all  that  corruption  that  had 
been  carried  on  between  them ;  and  therefore  he  squanders 
away  the  treasures  of  the  Company  in  order  to  secure  him 
from  any  such  inquiries,  and  to  procure  him  razi  namas*  and 
all  those  fine  things.     He  knew  that  Munny  Begum — that 
Uie  whole  seraglio— that  all  the  country — whom  he  had  put 
under  the  dominion  of  Sir  John  D'Oyley — that  all  those 
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li.  \  is.r.st.  people  lui^lit  have  in:ulc  a  discovery  of  all  liis  cornii»t  pro- 
*  cced'mgs.  He  ^e(s  the  Nawab  to  .ippoint  Sir  John  D'Oyloy 
liirf  a^ent  here  for  carrying  on  these  things,  to  stop  liis  nioutli, 
an<l  l)y  the  hope  of  another  16i),000/.  a  year  to  prevent  his 
^iviiitr  an  account  of  the  dilapidation  and  robbery  that  was 
made  of  the  160,000t  that  was  left  liira. 

"int  m'i'p-  '^'y  ^^<>*'*l'^j  I  \\\A\  you  to  refer  bjick  to  what  I  said  about 

p..ri  ..fill'  ISIunuv    Bcfyuni,  to   show  you  that  from  the   day   of  his 

r.rMvin;r  l>nbery,  froui  the  12th  of  August,  1772,  down  to  thievery 

t_i.  |.niH- 111  ]j,,^j,.  j;,j.  ^j^^  sake  of  pillaging  that  miserable  Nawab's  family. 

he  has  never  omitted  to  support  that  woman  who  bribed 
him ;  and  there  is  an  attempt  to  waste  and  dilapidate  the 
Company's  moneys,  to  give  rewards  to  that  very  woman,  she 
wallowing  in  money,  whom  he  represents,  with  as  mucli 
fairness  as  he  represents  himself,  to  be  in  a  state  of  the 
most  miserable  poverty  and  distress. 

Now  I  have  finished  what  I  proposed  to  say  relative  to 
l^i^*  great  fund  of  bribery,  in  the  first  instance  of  it,  namely, 
in  the  aJminijjtration  of  justice  in  the  country.  There  is 
an«»tl»er  system  of  bribery  which  I  shall  state  before  my 
llj'^^'jjjj®;;^^  J.  friends  produce  the  evidence.  lie  puts  all  the  great  offices 
th.' country,  of  tlio  coiuitry  to  salc.  He  makes  use  of  the  trust  of  the 
revenues  in  order  to  destroy  the  whole  system  of  those 
revenues,  to  make  them  bound  and  to  be  subservient  to  his 
sy8t(»m  of  bribery;  which  will  make  it  necessary  that  your 
Lordships  should  couple  the  consideration  of  the  charge  of 
the  revenues,  in  some  instances,  with  that  of  bribery, 

1'he  next  day  your  Lordships  meet — and  I  hope  I  shall 
not  detain  you  so  long — I  mean  to  open  the  second  stage  of 
his  l)iibery — the  period  of  discovery  :  for  the  first  stage  was 
the  period  of  concealment.  When  he  found  his  bribes  could 
no  longer  be  concealed,  he  next  took  uixin  him  to  discover 
them  him.<elf,  and  to  take  merit  from  them.  I  think  it  is 
not  necessary  to  fatigue  your  Lordships  with  that  at  present; 
but,  u])on  the  next  court  day  that  you  shall  be  pleased  to 
apj»oint,  I  will  open  the  second  scene  of  his  peculation — his 
new  j)rinciples  of  it ;  and  I  will  defy  your  Lordships  to  form 
a  judgment  which  of  them  is  the  most  iniquitous,  though 
this  next  is  the  newest  that  ever  was  practised:  and,  whether 
treading  in  old  corruptions  and  excelling  the  examples  he 
imitated,  or  whether  exhibiting  new  ones  of  his  own,  is  tlie 
most  iniquitous  and  attended  with  most  evil  to  the  Comiwny, 
^  ^Must  leave  your  Lordships  to  judge      Ait  present  I  subini 
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"^UATION  OF  THE  SPEECH  OF  THE  liT. 
.  EDMUND  BURKE,  MANAGER  FOR  THE 
SE  OF  COMMONS,  IN  OPENING  THE  SIXTH 
ICLE  OF  THE  CHARGE,  RELATING  TO  PRE- 
rS  ;  5  May,  1789. 

Lords, — Agreeably   to  your  Lordships'  proclama-  5  may  i789. 

ich  I  have  just  heard,  and  the  duty  enjoined  me  by 

ise  of  Commons,  1  come  forward  to  make  good  their 

)f  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours  against  Warren 

s,  Esq.,  late  Governor  General  of  Bengal,  and  now 

yr  at  your  bar. 

ords,  since  I  had  last  the  honour  of  standing  in  this  Rorcrcnccio 

jfore  your  Lordships,  an  event  has  happened  upon  jiou'JooV**" 

is  difficult  to  speak  and  impossible  to  be  silent.   My  J^^JJ"'""''' 
'.  have  been  disavowed  by  those  who  sent  me  here  to  »"« im- 
t  them.    My  Lords,  I  have  been  disavowed  in  a  ma-  liliith^.i  *^ 
Element,  which  I  made  to  this  House  to  perform.  u>"Mr!^^ii'ist. 
ils,  tiiat  disavowal  has  been  followed  by  a  censure.  "''^ 
,  my  Lords,  so  censured  and  so  disavowed,  by  such  an 
Ty  I  am  sent  here  again  to  this  place  of  my  offence 
e  same  commission,  by  the  same  authority,  to  make 
e   same  charge  against  the  same  delinquent.     My  i^nr^wod 
le  situation  is  new  and  awful.     The  situation  is  such  pn^-wa  m  " 
eve  and  I  am  sure,  has  nothing  like  it  on  the  records  ^'"' ^'''»"5*'''' 
»ment,  nor  probably  in  the  history  of  mankind.     My 
.  is  not  only  new  and  singular,  but  I  believe,  to  many 
who  do  not  look  into  the  true  interior  nature  of 
;  may  appear  that  it  would  be  to  me  as  mortifying  as 
recedented.    But,  my  Lords,  I  have,  in  this  situation 
A  the  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances,  some-  y'^l'^fJ^'^ 
3re  to  feed  my  mind  with  than  mere  consolation ;  iiohm- in  tii« 

my  Lords,  I  look  upon  the  whole  of  these  circum-  i*"*"'*"^'"" 
considered  together,  as  the  strongest,  the  most  dc- 
id  the  least  equivocal,  proof  whicli  the  Commons  of 
Britain  can  give  of  their  sincerity  and  zeal  in  this 
ion.  My  Lords,  is  it  from  a  mistaken  tenderness  or 
partiality  to  me  that,  thus  censured,  they  have  sent 
this  place  ?    No  ;  my  Lords  :  it  is  because  they  feel 
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n  M \v  17S0.  and  rcco^ni-e  in  their  own  brotists  that  active  principle  of 
jn^tio<^  that  zoal  for  \\io  roliof  of  the  people  of  India,  that 
zeal  for  the  honour  <»f  (Iroat  IJritain,  which  characteriscr?  me 
and  my  excrllriit  a.-sociates ;  and.  in  spite  of  any  defects,  in 
C(»nsc([ur'uci*  i4'  that  zeal  which  they  applaud  while  they 
censiiro  its  nii:?takr.-!,  nnd  hccause  thev  ci-nsure  its:  mistakes 
do  l)ut  more  ai»phiml,  have  sent  nie  to  this  place,  instnicted 
hut  not  (lismnyed,  to  jiurpuc  this  prosecution  against  Warren 
ll::stinp:s5,  Vj>{[. 

And,  theret'oro,  y<Mir  Lordships  will  be  pleased  to  consider 
this,  as  I  coiir-idtr  ir,  not  as  a  tiling  honourable  to  nie,  in  the 
iirst  jdace,  but  as  honourable  to  the  Commons  of  Great 
Ibitain,  in  whose  honour  the  national  glorj'  is  deeply  con- 
cerned, that  I  should  suiter  myself  with  pleasure  to  be  sacri- 
iiced  in  what  ]»crhaps  is  dearer  to  me  than  my  life,  my 
re|)utation,  raihi-r  than  suffer  it  to  be  supposed  that  the 
Conunons  eould  for  one  moment  have  faltered  in  their  dutv. 
UN  in-  Mv  Lords,  1,  on  one  hand,  feelin^j  mvself  supported  and 

iiuiit  fn.m  eni'ouraj^^cd,  Icehnjr  proteetii»n  and  coiuitenancc  from  this 
fi4/,',,V,V"f*,i,o  adnioniti()n  and  wariiinix  which  has  been  given  to  me^  will 
Hi.uM'.  iijiow  mystlf,  on  the  othiT  hand,  not  unworthy  so  great  a 
mark  of  the  favour  of  the  Commons — a  distinguished  mark 
of  iav(jur,  not  the  consequence  of  flattery  but  of  opinion. 
Animated  bv  that  noble  reward,  which  I  shall  alwavs  consider 
tlu;  confidrnee  of  the  Commons  to  be,  animated  and  encou- 
rai^ed  by  tl'.at  noble  reward — the  oidy  reward,  but  a  ridi 
reward,  which  T  have  received  for  the  toils  and  labours  of  a 
lonu  liie — I  proceed,  with  the  Conunons  thus  vindicated  and 
myself  thus  encouraged,  for  such  I  consider  it  to  be,  in 
making  irood  the  honour  of  the  Conmions,  which  is  the 
nntional  honour.  Fur,  my  Lords,  if  any  weak  circumstance 
- -it"  '.my  feebleness  of  nerves — if  any  yielding  to  any  weak 
and  popuhn*  o[)iuions  and  delusions,  were  to  shake  us,  con- 
sider what  the  siiuati(Mi  of  this  country  woxdd  be.  This 
proseiMition,  if  ill-digested,  weakly  conceived  or  intempe- 
ratcly  pursued,  ought  never  to  have  been  brought  to  your 
Ijor(lshi]»s' li:u*:  but  being  brought  to  your  Lordships' bar 
the  nation  i.^  eonunittod  to  it,  and  the  least  appearance  of 
uneertiiinty  v.ould  ruin  us  for  ever.  Esto pei'pfrtua  has  been 
said  ;  csto  ]>rr/>eff(a,  much  more  be  it  said,  to  its  glory  and 
pi'rfe(*tion  ;  and  1  will  say  that,  as  we  have  rsuscd  and  ex- 
liibitrd  a  theatre  of  justice  which  has  excited  the  admiration 
'>!'  all  Europe,  there  would  be  a  sort  of  lustre  in  our  infam^ 
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oureelves,  if  we  should^  just  at  that  moment^  turn  that  the-  s  mat  irse. 
atrc  of  our  glory  into  a  spectacle  of  dishonour,  beyond  that 
which  has  ever  happened  to  any  country  of  tlie  world. 
Therefore,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  whilst  willing  to 
keep  a  strong  and  firm  hand  over  all  those  who  represent 
them  in  any  business,  do  at  the  same  time  cncounige  them 
in  the  prosecution,  by  showing  to  them  that  they  have  a  just 
discretion  and  latitude,  wherever  their  own  orders  have 
not  marked  a  distinction. 

I,  therefore,  go  on  with  the  more  cheerful  confidence,  not  indiscretion 
only  for  the  reasons  that  I  have  stated,  but  for  another  and  duct  onSe 
material  reason.  I  know  and  am  satisfied  that,  in  the^^ttri? 
nobleness  of  your  Lordships'  judgment,  you  will  always  £?^if*not 
make  a  distinction  between  the  person  that  gives  the  order  to  the  (5om- 
and  the  organ  that  is  to  execute  it.  The  House  of  Com-  ™°°'' 
mons  know  no  such  thing  as  indiscretion,  imprudence  or 
impropriety  :  their  instruments  may.  And  your  Lordships 
very  well  know  that,  if  you  hear  anything  that  shall  appear 
to  you  to  be  regular,  apt  to  bring  forward  the  charge,  just, 
prudent,  cogent,  you  are  to  give  it  to  the  Commons  of 
Great  Britain,  in  Parliament  assembled.  If  you  should  hear 
from  me— and  it  must  be  from  me  alone,  and  not  from  any 
other  member  of  the  committee — anything  that  is  imworthy 
that  situation,  that  comes  feeble,  weak,  indigested,  or  ill-pre- 
pared, attribute  that  to  the  instrument.  Your  Lordships' 
judgment  would  have  done  that  without  my  saying  it;  but 
I  claim  it  on  the  part  of  the  Commons,  for  their  dignity,  asking 
for  myself  the  necessary  indulgence  that  must  be  given  to 
all  weakness,  that  your  Lordships  would  impute  it  where  you 
would  have  imputed  it  without  my  desire.  It  is  a  distinc- 
tion you  would  naturally  have  made,  and  the  rather,  because 
what  is  alleged  at  the  bar  is  not  that  upon  which  you  are  to 
give  judgment.  If,  not  only  I,  but  the  whole  body  of  Man- 
agers had  made  use  of  any  expression  I  made  use  of,  even  if 
the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament  assembled,  if 
the  collective  body  of  Parliament,  if  the  voice  of  Europe, 
if  we  '*  speak  with  the  tongues  of  men  and  angels,"  you,  in 
the  seat  of  judicature  are  not  to  regard  what  we  say  but 
what  we  prove.  You  are  to  consider  whether  the  charge  is 
well  substantiated,  and  proof  brought  out  by  legal  inference 
and  argument. 

You   know,  and  I  am  sure  the  habits  of  judgment  ^J^^S^y^'^^J 
which  your  Lordships  sit  must  better  inform  you  than  any  enforce  the 
other  men,  that  the  duties  of  life,  in  order  to  be  well  per-  ^o^o«t. 
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:.  M\v  i7vi»,  fornuMl,  must  bo  inetluKliscJ,  separated,  arranged  ami 
hanntmi^iHl,  in  such  a  ninuncr  that  they  «hall  not  clash  with 
niio  allot luT,  hut  c:u'h  have  a  department  assigned  and 
>('par:ilcd  to  it.  My  L«>rds,  in  tliat  manner  it  is  that  we 
the  prosecutors  have  nothing  to  do  witli  the  principles  which 
an^  lo  jiruido  the  judgment ;  that  we  have  nothing  to  do 
with  tlic  dt'tencc  of  the  prisoner.  Your  Lordships  well 
know  that,  when  wo  come  botore  yon,  you  hear  a  party — that 
wlhMi  the  accused  coiuc  before  you,  y<m  hear  a  party ;  that 
it  i<  tor  you  to  doubt  and  wait  yonr  decision  till  you  come 
to  tlie  close;  that  it  is  for  us,  the  prosecutors,  to  have 
di/.idiMl  bt'toru  wo  came  here.  To  act  as  prosecutors,  wo 
ought  to  have  no  doubt  or  hesitation,  nothing  trembling  or 
(|uivi'rinLC  in  our  minds  upon  the  occasion.  We  ought  to 
bo  lully  oonvincod  of  guilt  before  we  come  to  you.  It  is 
oiir  business  to  bring  forward  the  proofs,  to  enforce  them 
with  all  the  (-loarncss,  illustration,  examjde,  that  we  can 
bring  lorward.  Wo  are  to  show  the  circumstances  that 
can  MgLrravato  the  guilt ;  we  are  to  go  further,  to  show 
the  misehiovous  oonsoquonces  and  tendency  of  those  crimes 
to  society ;  and  wi?  are,  if  able  so  to  do,  to  arouse  and 
awaken  in  the  minds  i»f  all  that  hear  us  those  generous  and 
noblo  synij)athies  which  I'rovidence  has  planted  in  the 
bri'asts  ot'  all  men,  to  be  the  true  guardians  of  the  common 
rigliis  of  humanity.  Your  Jjordships  know  that  that  is  the 
<luty  of  tho  prosecutors;  and  that,  therefore,  we  are  not  to 
<v)nsider  tho  defonco  (»f  tho  i)arty,  which  is  wisely  and  pro- 
[n'rly  loll  to  himself;  but  we  are  to  press  the  accusation 
with  all  tho  energy  of  which  it  is  capable,  and,  with  minds 
jKM'lectly  oonvincod,  come  before  an  august  and  awful 
tribunal  which  at  imco  tries  the  accuser  and  the  accused. 
K.s..iijti..u  Having  stated  thus  much  with  respect  to  the  Commons, 
iMoMs!lil>"  1  i»»^  to  road  to  your  Ijordships  the  resolution  which  tlic 
Hi-irJp''''''  ^'*»»»"^*>ns  have  come  to  upon  this  great  occasion,  upon  which 
:» Miii-i         1  shall  take  tho  liberty  to  sav  a  very  few  words. 

ill'       Uil'-I*  tf  V  </ 

iiicrs ivsiiirt-      My  Lords,  the  C-ommons  have  resolved  last  nifflit,  and  I 
!i"«ih"..f      have  not  seen  it  till  this  morning; — 

Xiiiiili'iini.'U'. 

"  'Ihui  no  dirodion  or  authority  was  given  by  this  house  to  the 
C'oiiHiiittoe  appuinteil  to  mana^^o  the  Impeachment  af^ainst  AVaiwn 
IhiRitings,  Kf?<|.,  to  inaki'  any  churjjfe  or  allcj;ation  against  the  said 
Want'n  llaatiii;,'s  resjicrtin'if  the  condemnation  or  exccutii>n  of  Nnnd- 
rotnar;  and  thsit  the  words  sjud\«n  ])y  the  Uiglit  llonourahte  Kdnnind 
Hiirkc,  oin^  of  the  said  Managers,  r'nirtirft,  that  he  (meaning  Mr.  Ilast- 
ngs)  iiuinhred  tlmt  man  (meaning  Nnndcomar)  l>y  the  hands  of  Sir 
'«'.In>il    Ti»»«)#»v   t-mrlif  \}i\t  fo  hnvij  'ip**ti   ipdki'n.'' 
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My  Lords,  this  is  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Com-  s  May  irso. 
mens.     Your   Lonlships   well    know    and    remember    my  Ai^j^fcr 
having  used  such  or  simihir  words,  and  the  end  and  purpose  mHiJS'Jhli 
for  which  I  used  them.     I  owe  a  few  words  of  exjJanation  [SSt^h-***** 
to  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  who  attend  in  the  com-  "»«'»<• 
mittee  of  the  whole  House,  to  be  tlie  observers  and  spec- 
tators of  my  conduct.     I  owe  it  to  your  Lordships — I  owe 
it   to  this    great   auditory — I  owe  it   to  the  present  times 
an<l   posterity — to  make    some  apology    for  a  proceeding 
whici)    has  drawn   upon  me   the  disavowal   of  the   House 
whicli   I  represent.     Your  Lordships  well  remember  that  tiio  riwrgft 
this  charge,  which  I  have  opened   to  your  Lordships,  is  fou^'Jdwi^,,! 
primarily  a  charge  upon  the  evidence  of  the  Koja  Nund-  jJ'^IJJ['.Jj^|, 
comar,    and,    consequently,     I    thought   myself  obliged —  ti»;ii«*. 
I  thought  it  a  part  of  my  duty — to  support  the  credit  of 
that  person  who  is  the  principal  evidence,  to  support   the 
direct  charge   that  is   brought   before  your  Lordships.     I 
knew   tliat  Mr.  Hastings,  by  his  anticipated   defence  before  Nwcwity 
the  House  of  Commons,  would  attempt  to  shake  the  credit  iiiachi?""* 
of  that   witness.     I  therefore  thought   myself  justified   in  IhSSmJSSI. 
informing  your  Lordships,  and  in  warning  him  that,  if  he  fjjjlljjl!^,, 
did  attempt  to  shake  the  credit  of  an  important  witness 
against  liun  by  an  allegation  of  his  having  been  condemned 
and  executed  for  a  forgeiy,    I    would  endeavour   to   sup- 
»ort  his  credit  by  attacking  that  very  prosecution  whicIi 
wrought  on  that  condenmation  and  lliat  execution,  and  that 

I  did  consider  it,  and  would  lay  grounds  before  your  Lord- 
ships to  prove  it,  to  be  a  murder  committed,  instead  of  a 
justificatiim  set  up  or  that  ought  to  be  set  up.  Now,  my 
Lords,  I  am  ordered  by  the  (commons  no  longer  to  persist 
in  that  declaration,  and  I,  who  know  nothing  in  this  place, 
and  ought  to  know  nothing  in  this  place,  but  obedience  to 
the  Commons,  do  mean — when  Mr.  Hastings  makes  tliat 
objrction,  if  he  sliall  bo  advised  to  make  it,  against  the 
credit  of  Itaja  Nundcomar — not  to  support  that  credit;  and, 
therefore,  that  objection  to  the  credit  of  the  witness  must  go 

II  n  refuted  by  me. 

My  Lords,  I  must   admit,  perhaps   against  my  private  coinddonw 
judgment — but  that  is  of  no  consideration  for  your  Lordships  ruUon^witii 
when  opiH)sed  to  the  judgment  of  the  House  of  Commons—  {\o,I**Jf '***' 
or  at  least  not  contest  at  all,  that  a  first  minister  of  state  in  a^J;""**- 
great  kingdom,  who  had  the  administration  and  tlie  entire 
and  absolute  command  of  a  revenue  of  1,500,000/.  a  year 
for  his  benefit,  had  been  guilty  of  a  paltry  forgery  in  Cid- 

VOL.  II.  II 
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''  ^*  ^J^""^*-  ('iitta,  and  that  tins  man  who  had  been  gnilty  of  this  paltry 
fbrii;cry  luid  waittMl  fur  his  sentence  and  his  punishment,  till 
a  body  of  Knijjllsli  judix*^?,  armed  with  an  Englisah  statute, 
came  to  Calcutta  ;  and  that  that  happened  at  the  very  hapi)y 
nick  and  moment  wlun  he  was  accu.sin'j  iSIr.  Hastiunrs^  of 
the  bribery  with  which  ^;e  now,  in  the  name  of  the  Com- 
mons, cliari^e  him  ;  that  It  was  an  entirely  fortuitous  concur- 
rence of  i'ircum>tances,  which  weakened  tlie  credit  of  Nuiid- 
comtu',  and  for  that  time  took  away  the  danger  of  his  prose- 
cution in  which  Mr.  Ila^iinLijs  had  no  share;  or  that  it 
was  owiuir  to  somotliiuij  beyond, — to  circumstances  more 
pious  than  fortuitous,  namely,  what  Mr.  Hastings  tells 
you  himself,  ''  that  all  ])ersuasion8  of  men  were  pervaded 
with  a  superstitious  belief  that  a  fortunate  influence  directed 
all  inv  actions  to  their  destined  cndd."  T,  not  beincT  at  that 
timi*  infectetl  witli  that  sup;^r>titi'.»n,  did  not  believe,  coii- 
kflilerini;  wh:it  1  thouifht  Mr.  Hastings'  guilt  to  be,  and  what 
1  must  prove  it  to  be  as  well  as  I  can,  that  Providence  did 
watch  over  ^Ir.  IFasting',  so  as  in  tlie  nick  of  time,  like  a 
God  in  a  machine,  tv>  nnne  down  to  save  him  in  the  inoincnt 
of  hiri  inuninout  peril  and  distress.  I  did  not  think  so;  but 
1  must  not  say  so. 

I»r(x.f  fnjiii        IJiit   now,  ti)   show  tliat   it  was  not  weakly,  loosely  or 

ll  P    lfT*»t-  .  •   ^  • 

iii.irs'ai..ii.v  idly,  that  I  took  u])  this  business,  or  th:it  I  anticipated  a 
romnmns  or  ^^i-*^'"^^-  whicli  it  was  uot  prf)])able  for  Air.  Hastings  to  make 
tu^iASrn  — ^^*^'  ^  \\\A\  to  s|).:'ak  to  your  Lordships  in  the  first  instance, 
tiuM-iiM-  l)nt  to  the  Co. unions  in  the  next — I  will  read  part  of 
^'muI(^.TlK^^.  IMi".  Hastings'  Defence  before  the  House  of  Commons.  It  is 
in  evidence  l»eforc  your  Lord<hips.     He  says: — 

*'  In  this  arlio^.^  my  .i?ciisiV* — iiu-aniniy  myself,  then  nctinpf  as  a  private 
nioiiihiT  (^f  Pailiiiiin'Mt — "  charL^is  mc  with  tlic  receipt  of  la rj^o  sums  uf 
m«)n<-y  lakrii  holoiv  tlu»  ])ioinuli^aiii)u  of  the  llcj^nilalinif  Act  of  MIX 
rontrary  t(Mny  ronvLiuuits  with  ilic  (Joinpany,  and  with  the  rercipt  of 
very  \\vy\rQ  smim  tjikon  .sincp,  in  rlcfianpo  of  that  hiw,  and  contrary  to  my 
ilrclareil  scnst'  (»t'  it's  provisions,  aiwl  ho  ilsIrm's  in  this  charjfe  in  the 
followinj(  pi)mpou*i  (lirti«Hi — *'riijil,  in  Maroh  177«">.  thr  late  Uajah  Nun- 
cinnur,  a  native  Ilimloi)  «»f  lhi»  liiLflu'^l  cast  in  his  rclitjion,  and  of  the 
liij^htst  rank  in  sDciuly,  by  tlu*  nnii.'':s  which  ho  liad  held  under  the 
country  ^ovi-rnmoid,  (h»l  lay  lu'lorc  the  (.'ouncil  an  account  of  variuus 
sum"*  of  money,  kr."  It  M'ould  naturally  strike  cverj-  person.  i;j^norant  of 
tht^  ehari'.eter  of  Nmiromnr,  that  an  aceu.s.ition  made  by  a  person  of  the 
hiifhest  cast  in  h"s  rrliifiun,  ami  of  the  hi;jhest  rank  by  his  office?, 
ilcinandtul  iiLeuliiii' notice,  and  acquired  a  eonsidora])!c  dejirt^c  of  credit, 
I'rom  a  prrvah-iit  as'.ooiatir)n  of  idias  that  a  nice  sense  of  honour  is  wn- 
nected  with  an  elevated  rank  of  lite  ;  but  when  this  honourable  House  is 
informed  that  my  aeeuser  knew  ^^thouj^li  he  sujipressed  the  facts)  tliat 
III*  Mr'iK}iv     ,/    ^\y\    -*f\-n\{  nnf]  ^ijrji  p'l.qt  hfl'    Wrpit.nd   *veTy  prctcDsi'*' 


Speech  of  Mr,  Biirke.  115 

to  honour,  veracity  and  credit, — that  there  are  fact*  recorded  on  Ihc  very  5  31  at  1780. 

proceedinf^s  which  my  accuser  ])artinlly  quotes  provin^r  this  man  to  have        ""^ 

been  f^iiiltv  of  a  most  flagrant  forgery  of  letteis  from  Munny  Bcf^um 

and  the  Nabob  Yetram-nl-I)o\vluh  (independent  of  the  forpjeiy  for  which 

he  suflPered  death)  of  the  most  dehl>erate  treachery  to  the  state,  for  which 

he  was  confined  by  the  orders  of  the  court  of  Directors  to  the  hmits  of 

the  town  of  Calcutta,  in  order  to  prevent  his  dangerous  intrigues,  and  of 

having  violated  ever>'  principle  of  common  honesty  in  private  life— -I  say, 

when   this  liDnourable  House  is  acquainted  it  is  from   mutilated  and 

garbled  assertions  founded  on  the  testimony  of  such  an  evidence  without 

the  whole  matter  being  fairly  stated,  I  do  hoj)e  and  trust  it  will  be 

sufficient  for  tliem  to  reject  now  tlitsc  vogue  and  unsupported  charges, 

in  like  manner  as  they  were  before  rejected  by  the  couit  of  Directors, 

when  they  were  first  made  by  General  Clavering,  Colonel  Monson  and 

Mr.  Francis." 

My  Lords,  I  hope  this  was  a  good  and  reasonable  ground 
for  me  to  antieipate  the  defence  which  Mr.  Hastings  would 
make  in  this  House,  namely,  on  the  known,  recognised,  infa- 
mous, character  of  Nundcomar,  with  regard  to  certain  pro- 
ceedings there  charged  at  large,  with  regard  to  one  forgery 
for  which  he  su fibred,  and  two  other  forgeries  with  which 
Mr.  Hastings  chained  him.     I,  who  found  that  the  Commons  i?'J*T/**f 
of  Great  Britain  had  received  that  very  identical  charge  of  tosumwrt 
Nundcomar,  and  given  it  to  me  in  trust  to  make  it  good,  did  ma?s^ch:i- 
naturally  —  I   hope  excusably,    for    it   is   th(;  only   ground™*'*"^* 
upon  which  I  .'stand — endeavour  to  support  that  credit  upon 
which  the  House  acted.      I  hope  I  did  so  :    and  I  hope  that 
the  goodness  (»f  that  intention  will  be  my  excuse,  if  I  went  a 
little  too  far  on  that  occasion.      I   would  have  endeavoured 
to  support   that  credit,  which  it   was  much   Mr.   Hastings' 
interest  to  shake,   and  Avhich  he  had  before  attempted  to 
shake. 

Your  Lordshii)s  will  have  the  Modness  to  suppose  me  now  Distinction 
making  mv  apology,  and  by  no  manner  or  means  mteiuhng  own 
to  persist  cither  in  this  or  in  anything  which  the  House  of  a;Ji!iTir"* 
Commons  shall  desire  me  not  to  declare  in  their  name.     But  Jj'iiliSeiit? 
the  House  of  Commons  has  not  denied  me  [the  liberty]   to  j>>k  *^i»« 
make  you  this  just  apoh'gy.      God  forbid  they  shoidd  ;    foi 
they  would  be  guilty  of  great  injustice  if  they  did.     The 
House  of  Commons,  whom  I  represent,  will  likewise  excuse 
me,   their  representative,  in  endeavouring  to  supf>ort   their 
character  in  the  face  of  tlie  world,  and  in  making  an  apology, 
and    only  a  humble  apology,  for  my  conduct — that  I    did 
consider  that  act  in  the  light  that  1  represented  it,  merely 
as  my  private  opinion,  without  any  fonnal  instruction  from 
the  House.      For  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  House  is  per- 
il 2 
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r,  M.4YJ7SO.  foctly  right  in  tliiit.     The  House  did  neither  fonnally  instruct 

uie,  nor  at  all  forbid  my  making  use  of  such  an  argument. 

And,  therefore,  I  have  given  your  Lonlshipd  the  reason  why 

it  was  fit  to  make  usp  of  such  armunont — if  it  was   ri<iht  to 

ivrsMriii-**  niak(*  use  of  it.     lUit  I  am  in  the  memory  of  your  Lordshijis 

I'liajv.  ill      that    I  did  conceive  it  to  bo  relevant ;    and  it  was  by  the 

jiMt'iurnt.     P^^vcrty  of  the  language  I  was  led  to  express  my  private 

iiu'lini's  under  the  name  of  a  murder.      For,  if  the  lanojna;rc 

had  furnished  mo,  untler  the  impression  of  those  feelings, 

with  a  word  suflicient  to  convey  the  complicated  atrocity  of 

that  act,  as  I  felt  it  in  my  mind,  1  would  not  have  made  use 

of  the  word  munler.      It  was  on  account  of  the  language 

furnishini;  me  with  no  other  I  was  obliijed  to  use  that  word. 

TiiiMorm      Your  Lordslups  do  not  imasrine,  I  hope,  that  I  used  that  word 

ill thf  III.. ml.  in  any  otlier  than  in  a  moral  and  popular  sense,  and  not  the 

m'iim-."  '*""  legal  and  technictd  sense  of  the  word  murder. 

Your  Lordships  know  that  I   could  not  bring  before  this 
bar  any  commoner  of  (treat  Britain  on  a  charge  for  murder. 
I   am   not  so  ignorant  of  the  hiws  and  constitution  of  my 
country.      I  expressed  an  act  which  I  conceived  to  be  of  an 
atrocious  and  evil  nature,  and  partaking  of  some  of  the  moral 
evil  consequences  of  that  crime.      What  led  me  into  that 
error?     nine  years  meditation  upon  that  subject. 
His oi>iiiioii       Mv  Tiords,  the  i)risoner  at  the  bar,  in  the  year  1 780,  brou<;ht 
jilt  til..        a  pctitnm  to   the   House  oi   Commons  complaining  ot  that 
maiivyoarv  vci'v  Chief  tl usticc.  Sir  Elijah  Impey.     The  House  of  Com- 
riniMiVuio    "^^ *"'"*>  ^^'^^^  then  had  some  trust  in  me— as  they  liavc  some 
I'vkkmv.      trust  still — did  order  ine,  along  Avith  j^ersons  more  wise  and 
judicious  than  I,  several  of  whom  stand  near  me,  to  make  an 
in<|uiry  into  the  state  of  the  justice  of  that  country.     The 
consc(pience  of  that  inquiry  was,  that  we  began  to  conceive 
a  very  bad  ojunion  both  of  the  complainant  and  defendant  in 
that  business ;  that  we  found  English  justice,  as  we  thou^jht 
it  to  be  and  reported  it  to  the  H(nise  to  be,  a  grievance  in- 
stead of  a  redress  to  the  people  of  India.     I  could  bring  to 
your  Lordships,  if  I  did  not  spare  your  patience,  whole 
volumes  of  reports,   whole  bodies  of  evidence,  tending  to 
make  that  matter  at  least  exceedingly  doubtful  in  the  very 
beginning ;  and  the  progress  we  have  nuide,  in  the  course  of 
eight  or  nine  years,  has  brought  to  my  mind  such  a  convic- 
tion of  that  business  as  shall  never  be  torn  from  my  heart 
J)ut  with  my  life  ;  and  I  should  have  no  heart  that  was  fit 
to  lodge  any  honest  sentiment  if  I  departed  from  my  opinion 
ui)nn  t^nt  -^cofllon.     Put,  when  1   leclai'C  p^y  own  firm 
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opinion  ii|>on  it — when  I  declare  the  reasons  that  led  me  to  6  May  nso. 
it — when  I  mention  the  long  meditation  that  preceded 
forming  a  judgment  iii)on  it,  the  strict  inquiry,  the  many 
hours  and  days  of  meditation,  collation  and  comparison,  in- 
deed that  opinion,  which  could  be  actuated  by  no  malice  to 
one  party  or  the  other,  may  be  excused,  wlien  your  Lord- 
ships consider,  as  far  as  you  know  me,  as  far  as  my  public 
services  for  many  years  account  for  me,  that  I  am  a  man  of 
a  slow,  laborious,  mquisitive,  temper ;  that  I  do  seldom  leave 
a  pursuit  without  leaving  marks,  perhaps  of  my  weakness, 
but  leaving  marks  of  that  labour ;  and  in  consequence  of 
that  labour  I  made  that  affirmation,  and  thought  the  nature 
of  the  cause  obliged  me  to  support  and  substantiate  it.  It 
is  true  that  those  who  sent  me  here  have  sagacity  to  decide 
upon  the  subject  in  a  week.  They  can  in  one  week  dis- 
cover the  errors  of  my  labours  for  nine  years. 

Now  I  have  made  this  apology  to  you  and  assure  you 
you  shall  never  hear  me,  either  in  my  own  name  here,  much 
less  in  the  n<ime  of  the  Commons,  urge  one  thing  to  you  in 
support  of  the  credit  of  Nundcomar  grounded  upon  that 
judgment,  until  the  House  shall  instruct  and  order  me  otlier- 
wise ;  because  I  know  I  ought  to  know  nothing  here,  when 
I  can  discover  their  sentiments,  but  a  strict  and  literal 
obedience  to  them. 

My  Lords,  another  thing  might  make  me  perhaps  a  little  Mr.  Hast- 
willing  to  be  iidmittcd  to  the  proof  of  this,  because  of  the  "r mJi<^ 
very  answer  of  Mr.   Hastings  to  this   charge,    which  the  hhSuIopiS- 
House  of  Commons,  however,  have  adopted,  and,  therefore,  ^*j^  ^^ 
in  some  degree  purified : — 


i<  'IV 


To  the  malicious  part  of  this  charge,  which  is  the  condemnation  of 
Nuiicomar  for  a  forgery,  I  do  declare  in  the  most  solemn  and  unresen'ed 
manner  that  I  had  no  concern  either  directly  or  indirectly  in  the  appre- 
hending, ])rosecuting,  or  condenmation  of  S'micomar.  He  siifFei'ed  for 
a  crime  (jf  forgery  which  he  had  committed  in  a  private  trust  that  w^^ 
flelegated  to  him,  and  for  which  he  had  heen  prosecuted  in  the  de- 
wan  ny  courts  of  the  country,  hefore  the  institution  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Judicature.  To  adduce  this  circumstance  therefore  as  a  con- 
firmation of  what  was  Iwfore  suspicious,  from  his  general  depravity  of 
character,  is  just  as  reasonahlc  as  to  assert  that  the  accusations  of 
Kmpson  and  Dudley  were  confirmed  because  they  suffered  death  for 
their  atrocious  acts.'* 

My  Lords,  this  is  Mr.  Hastings'  Defence  before  the  House 
of  Commons  originally,  and  now  in  evidence  before  your 
Lordships,  in  which  he  supposes  the  charge  that  was  made 
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r,  MAS  i7M».  ori^limlly  ln«l'nro  tlic  Commons,  ami  which  the   C*ommone 
voted- -thou •;^h  al'teruMrdj*,  tor  the  convenience  of  shortening 
the  athiir,  it  was  brouj^lit  beibre  your  Lordships  in  the  way 
in  which   it  i.s — he  r^uppOrses  the  whole  to  proceed  from  a 
malicious   inlontiiMi:  and  1   hope  your  Lordships   will  not 
tliiuk,  and   1   hojie  tlu;  Connnonhs,  reconsidering  this  matter, 
will  not  think  that,  when  surh  a  charge  of  malice  was  made 
for    thi.«:«  C(>rri)borating   arj^nmcnt,  which    was    used  in  the 
House  of   Connnons    to    jirovc    his   guilt,    and   which    he 
atU'inpted  to  repel,  I  shoukl  attempt   to  su])port  the  Ilou^e 
of  Ciunmons  against  his  charge  of  being  malicious. 
h.r.iHV(.r        I  nui>t  observe  wheri-  1  am  limited  and  where  I  am  not. 
Nun.Uoii.jir  J   .^j^^  limiied  strictly,  fully,  and  your   Lordships  and  my 
Mr.n.iM-     country  who  liear  me  will  judge  how  faithfully  I  shall  adhere 
or  r(inf.Ty\*if  to  that  limitation,  not  to  support  the  credit  of  Nundcomar 
a  It  Iter.       jipiinst  that  i>art  of  the  charge;  but  I  am  not  at  all  limited 
from  endeavouring  to  support  liis  credit  against  Air.  Hastings' 
cliar«^e  against  liiui  for  other  forireries,  and  in  showing  vou 
that  which  1  liopi.'  to  show  you  clearly  in  a  few  words,  that 
Xundcomar  c;innot  be  guilty  of  forgery  with  more  probability 
than  Mr.  IlasiinLTs  is  ijuiltv  of  a  liyrht  and  danticrous — for  I 
use  no  other  words  -uf  a  light  and  dangerous  charge  of  for- 
gery, wIk'U  it  serves  his  purposes. 

In  this  veiv  iii>o  Mr.  Ilastinirs  charges  Xundcomar  with 
two  forg(M*ies.  'J'lie  first  Is  a  ibrgiry  of  a  letter  from  Munny 
Uc'nujj,  and  the  other  is  a  forirerv  of  a  letter  from  the 
Nawal)  Vt  teran;-ud-l  )owl:uthe  uncle  of  the  Xawabof  Benjjal. 
The-e  two  Ibrgevies,  he  says,  aj>j)ear  to  us  upon  our  own 
nt'ord.-,  ami,  tin  relbre,  he  Infers  malice  in  those  who  impute 
anytliing  improper  to  him.  knowing  that  the  proof  stood  so. 
lie  sa\ s  ; — 

*' 'I  lii'ii' lire  r;i("i>.  ic'<''HHic(l  in  tin  vorv  nroceediiiifs  whieli  niv  accuser 
|i;'.rl.:iily  (|i!!5t(^.  proviiijr  tl.is  man  iu  havu  hvvn  f^iiilty  t>f  :i  most  flagrant 
(oi's^ny  ni  :i  kitiT  ln)ni  MiiiMiy  lV>ruiii  uiul  the  Nabob  Yclrain  ul 
Powlali." 

Here  he  asserts  that  there  are  records  beibre  the  House 
of  C'onmioMs,  (j;i  the  C<^mj»any's  proceedings  and  consulta- 
tions, provinir  Nundcomar  to  have  been  jLjuiltv  of  these  two 
lorgi'ries.  'fnrn  over  tlii'  next  j)aLrc  of  his  jn-inted  Defence, 
and  vou  iind  a  verv  extraoidinarv  tliin«2:.  Y(m  would  have 
imagined  that  this  forgery  of  a  letter  from  jMunny  liegunj, 
whieli  he  sa\s  is  recognised  and  j)roved  on  the  journals,  wsis 
a  ibrgery  charged  by  Mimny  Ihigum  herself, or  by  somebody 
"     'ter   part,  or  ,some  i)e»sou  concerned    in   this  business. 
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There  is  no  other  charge  of  it  whatever,  but  the  charge  of  5  mat  nso. 
Warren  Iladthigs  himself,  lie  wants  you  to  discredit  a 
man  ibr  forgery,  upon  no  evidence  under  heaven  but  that  of 
his  own,  who  thinks  proper,  without  any  sort  of  authority, 
without  any  sort  of  reference,  without  any  sort  of  collateral 
evidence,  to  charge  a  man  with  that  very  direct  forgery. 
lie  says : — 

"  I  liave  been  sinre  iiifonned  by  the  Begum  that  the  lctt<ir  which  bore 
her  seal  was  a  conij)lete  forgery,  and  that  she  was  totally  unacquainted 
with  the  use  which  had  })cen  made  of  her  name  till  I  informed  her  of  it. 
Juggut  (.-hund,  Nuncomar's  son-in-law,  was  sent  to  her^  expressly  to 
intrcat  her  not  to  divulge  it.  Mr.  Middleton,  whom  she  consulted  on 
the  occasion,  can  attest  the  truth  of  this  story." 

Mr.  Middleton  is  dead,  my  Lords.  This  is  not  the  Mr. 
Middletou  whom  your  Lordships  have  heard  and  know  well 
in  this  House,  but  a  brother  of  that  Mr.  Middleton,  who  is 
since  dead. 

Your  Lordships  find,  when  we  refer  to  the  records  of  the 
Company  for  a  proof  of  this  forgery,  that  it  is  no  other  tlian 
the  unsupiK>rted  assertion  of  Air.  Hastings  himself  that  he 
was  guilty  of  it.     Now  that  is  bad  enough,  but  then   hear 
the  rest.      Mr.  Hastings  has  charged  this  unhappy   man, 
whom  we  must  not  defend,  with  forgery  upon   the  other  ^^^ 
business.     He  has  charged  a  forgery  upon  liini  of  a  letter  of  inp*' wjcoud 
Yetcnun-iid-Dowhi  to  Mr.  Hastings.     Now  you  would  ima-^KainHt 
gine  that  he  would  at  least  have  given  his  own  authority  ^uw^ylt 
for  that  assertion,  which  he  says  was  proved.     He  goes  on  ^  letter, 
and  says  : — 

**  I  have  not  yet  had  the  curiosity  to  inquire  of  the  Nabob  Yetram  ul 
Dowlah,  whether  his  letter  was  of  the  same  stamp,  but  I  cannot  doubt 
it." 

Now,  here  he  begins,  in  this  very  Defence  which  is  before 
your  Lordships,  to  charge  a  forgery  upon  tlie  credit  of 
Munny  Begum,  without  supi^orting  it  even  by  his  own  tes- 
timony, and  a  forgerj'  upon  Ycteram-ud-Dowla,  whicli  he  said 
he  had  not  even  the  curiosity  to  inquire  into,  and  yet  he  desires 
you  at  the  same  time  to  believe  it  to  be  proved.  Good 
liodl  in  what  condition  do  men  of  the  first  character  and 
situation  in  that  country  stand,  when  we  have  here  delivered 
to  us,  as  a  record  of  the  Company,  Mr.  Hastings*  own  asser- 
titin  that  a  forgery  was  proved;  when  you  have  for  the 
first  nothing  but  his  own  unsupj)ortcd  assertion,  and  for  the 
second  not  even  that ;  for  he  says  he  had  not  the  curiosity  to 
inquire  into  it.    I  am  not  forbid  by  the  Commons  to  state 


1:!0  Oldening  of  the  Sixth  Charge-^Presents  : 

.'i  Mw  i7s».  huw  aii«l  on  \vli:it  r^Hglit  grounds  Warren  llaslhigs  ehartri':? 
the  nativL's  ul'  the  t-ountry  with  forgery.  Neither  am  1  I'ur- 
])i<l<lun  tu  l;rin;x  Ibrward  the  accusation  which  Mr.  lia^thigs 
made  against  Nundcomar  fur  a  cons[iiracy,  nor  the  event  of 
it,  nor  any  elrcnm:?tanoe  relative  to  it  The  Coninions 
never  liad  the  thing  considered  before  them.  The  moment 
llii-y  have  likewise  cut  oiVthat  resource,  I  shall  go  on  with 
the  \\>t  in  the  best  manner  I  can.  There  was  a  periud 
among  the  revolutions  of  philosophy  when  there  was  an 
opinion  liiat,  if  a  man  lost  one  limb  or  organ,  the  strength  of 
that  retired  into  what  was  left.  Mv  Lords,  if  we  arc 
straiteuiul  in  this,  then  our  vigour  will  be  redoubled  in  the 
rest,  and  we  .-^hall  use  it  with  double  force.  If  the  ti»p  and 
\ut\n\  of  iho  sword  is  cut  oif  we  shall  take  the  hilt  in  our 
hanils,  and  light  with  that  while  there  remains  any  weajmn  to 
h*i::ht  against  hriberv,  corruption  and  peculation;  and  we 
shall  use  doid»K!  the  vii^cmr  under  anv  restraint  Mhieh  the 
wisdom  of  the  l\»mmons  may  lay  ujuui  us.  or  your  Lord- 
>hips*  wisdom  may  oblige  us  to  submit  to. 

Having  gone  through  that  business,  showing  where  I  am 
restrained,  where  I  am  not  to  repel  .Mr.  Hastings'  Defence, 
and  where  I  am  left  at  large   to  do  it,  1  shall  submit  to  the 
strict  injunction  with  the  utmost  possible  humility,  antl  enjoy 
the  liberty  whi(*h   is   left  to  me  with  vigour,  with  propriety 
and  diseretiiiu,  1  trust. 
u^^^uuipiinii       My  Lords,    I   had  left  otf,  when  I  opened  this  business 
Ih:ire.-         before  your  Lonlshij)s,  and  when  I  was  interrupted  by  this 
'mi-.''i?:i'»i.     extraonlinary   i)arenthesis,  which  is  long  in  this   discourse, 
"'-"'■  I.   remeniber  I  was  beginning  to  (>pen  to  your  Lordships  the 

second    period  of    Mr.    Hastings'  scheme    and    system    of 
bribery. 
Kxiinsiv  My  Lords,  his  bribery  is  .«)  extensive  and  has  had  euch  a 

TniKiil  variety  in  it  that  it  must  not  be  distinguished  only  with 
regard  to  its  kinds,  but  must  be  likewise  distinguished 
according  to  the  periods  of  bribery  and  the  epochas  of 
peculation  committed  by  him.  At  this  time,  to  which 
those  accusations  [refer]  which  we  shall  prove  to  your 
Lordships,  1  believe  without  the  aids  that  we  hoped  for— 
your  Lordships,  1  trust,  allowing  a  good  deal  for  our  situa- 
tion— we  shall  be  able  to  prove  that  Mr.  I  Listings  touk 
as  a  bribe  for  appointing  Munny  IJegum  three  lacs  and  a 
half  of  rupees.  We  shall  prove  that  at  the  same  period  of 
time  there  were  bribes  received  frt)m  the  Itaja  of  Kajeshaye, 
Mr.  Hpstinca  at  *h"^  ^'"^f"  ♦^o'Uowed  bribei'y  in   a  natural 
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nmnner.  He  took  n  bribe  ;  he  took  it  .as  large  as  he  could  ;  ^  3Iay  nsy. 
he  concealed  it  as  well  as  he  could ;  and  he  got  out  of  it  by 
artifice  or  boldness,  by  use  of  trick  or  use  of  power,  just  as 
he  was  enabled.  He  acted  like  a  wild,  natural,  man,  void  of 
instruction,  discipline  and  art.  The  second  period  opened  ^vow\ 
another  system  of  bribery.  About  this  time,  from  wliat  brib!!^?'^  *^ 
communication  your  Lordships  may  guess,  he  came  to  think 
of  other  means,  which  were  that,  when  he  could  no  longer 
conceal  any  bribe  that  he  had  received,  he  not  only  might 
exempt  himself  from  the  guilt  and  the  punishment,  but 
might  convert  it  into  a  kind  of  merit,  and  make  himself, 
instead  of  a  breaker  of  laws — ^a  violator  of  his  trust — 
a  receiver  of  scandalous  bribes — a  peculator  of  the  first 
magnitude — to  be  considered  as  a  great,  distinguishing, 
eminent,  financier —  a  collector  of  revenue  in  new  a  d 
extraordinary  ways ;  and  that  we  should  at  once  praise  his 
diligence,  industry  and  ingenuity,  upon  that  occasion. 
And  the  scheme  he  set  on  foot  was  this — that  the  Com- ]l^[j*'^;jj|j:j;° 
jiany  could  not  exist  upon  principles  of  strict  justice.  }."'^J9^^V"*' 
He  so  expressed  it.  He  then  said  that  their  affairs,  in  pauy  by  i»ri- 
many  cases,  could  not  be  so  well  accommodated  by  aiakiiiSy 
n?gular  rcvcmie  as  by  privately  taking  money  and  applying  "»<»"*'J«- 
it  to  their  service  by  the  person  who  took  it,  at  his  discretion. 
This  was  the  principle  he  laid  down.  It  would  hardly  be 
believed,  I  imagine,  unless  strong  proof  aj)peared,  that  any 
man  could  be  so  dfiring  as  to  hold  up  that  resource  to  a 
regular  government  who  had  three  millions  of  known, 
avowed — a  great  part  of  it  territorial — revenue:  but  it  is 
necessary  to  piece  out  that  lion's  skin  with  a  fox's  tail — to 
tack  a  little  piece  of  bribery  and  peculation,  to  hclj)  out  the 
resources  of  a  great  .ind  flourishing  kingdom — that  they  had, 
in  the  knavery  of  their  sen'ants,  in  the  breach  of  their  law?-, 
and  in  the  entire  defiance  of  their  covenants,  a  real  retource, 
applicable  to  their  necessities,  ui)on  the  occasion  of  wliich 
they  were  not  to  judge  but  the  persons  who  were  to  take 
the  bribes ;  and  that  those  bribes,  being  taken  as  bribes — 
your  Lordships  will  see  it  supported  in  evidence —  by  a 
private  mental  reservation,  an  intention  unknown  to  the 
giver  in  the  mind  of  the  taker,  some  time  or  other,  in 
some  way  or  other,  were  to  be  applied  to  the  public 
service ;  that  it  was  to  become  a  justifiable  act  in  consequence 
of  that  reservation  in  the  mind  of  the  person  who  took  it ; 
and  that  he  was  not  to  be  called  to  account  for  it  in  any  other 
way  than  as  ho  thought  fit. 
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:.  Mw  ITS?.  My  Lords,  :m  Act  of  Parlianicnt  passed  in  the  year  1773, 
\.  1 .1  i'..i-.  tlu'  wluiK.'  drit'i  of  whieli,  1  may  say,  \va?»  tu  prevent  bribery, 
hiTliiillL'''  '  p('''idatioii  and  extortion,  in  tlie  Company's  servant*;  jmd 
the  Act  was  pennetl,  1  think,  witli  as  much  fftrictnc^  and 
rii^unr  a>  ever  Act  was  penned ;  and  it  is  this  : — 

•■  IJ«'  it  (iinijcr  I  iKictcMl,  bv  Iho  aiitliuritv  aft»re.saiil,  that  from  and  after 
tlw  1>1  of  AujriiNt  177 K  no  jK'iSiMi  holding  <ir  fxcrcisinfr  any  civil  or 
inilitan-  nirur.  uinlir  the  Crowii  or  tlic  saiil  United  Coninany  in  the 
Kii.si  billies,  sliiill  iu;'Ti»1.  receivi.'  or  take,  directly  or  indirectly,  !)y  hiin:>elf 
or  liny  iillur  ])iT»ioii  nr  |;ersi»ns  on  \\\6  huliulf,  or  for  his  nse  or  benefit,  of 
and  li'iini  any  oitlurlnrlian  jmnrestir  p.m'ci*,  or  their  ministers  or  a^enUs,  or 
:iii\  nf  tilt'  natives  <it  Asia,  any  j^ns-nt.  y^i ft,  donation,  i^ratuity  or  reward. 
|ic<-miiurv  t»r  otluiwiso.  npon  any  arcount,  or  on  any  j»ri"tencewliatsoc\'er; 
or  any  ]iruiiii'<ii.'  nr  (-n>(af;rnient  fur  any  pivsient,  ^il't,  donation,  gratuity, 
ov  iTwaril ;  ancl  if  any  piTSoii,  huldin^  or  exercibinp  any  such  civil  or 
riiilitaiv  otlice.  shidl  Ix-  LMiiltv  of  anv  such  offence,  and  shall  be  thereof 
Iriiallv  convicted,"  X:c.  ^;c. 


s;tiin-  i'ir«i"|. 


Then  it  inip()sos  jK'nalties. 

And  y<mr  Lordships  see,  that  human  wi?dom  cannot  pen 

an  Act  more  slroni^ly  directed  aLi;ainst  takinj^  bribes,  upon 

n*..*V)'"*      *^"-^    pretence   wliatcvor.      This   Act  of  Parliament    was  in 

loist-.Ihr    alHrniance  of  till'  covenant  and  the  directions  of  the  Com- 

pimy,  \>hich  order  the  same  thing.  They  forbid  any  person — 

•'  Hy  hiniNclf  (ir  by  ;»ny  (ith,i'  jiltmui  or  pcvtions  whomsoever  iu  trust  for 
bim.  or  for  hi<  u>c,  ilirci.-tly  \'V  indirv'ctiy,  accept,  tal;e  or  recreive.  or  a;jrree 
tn  i»;'rrp..  take  nr  ri-eeivc,  any  ^nfi  nv  {^'lunt  o{  lands,  or  rents  or  revenues 
i^Miinuf  out  oi'  Iand>.  i»r  any  leirilorial  ]>i).s.sessii»n,  jurisdiction,  dominion, 
]>(»uvr.  i)rainliori?y  wIralMu-vt  r.  from  any  (»f  the  Indian  })rinees,  sovert-itrns. 
snbadais.  cr  n.cMil»>.  or  any  ot'  their  ministers,  servants  or  a^^ents.  ex- 
cci<li;i;f  the  v;,hu' «»f  1,000  i ijpec^.  ftn- any  service  or  services  performed 
«tr  to  bi-  perf<tn'Kil  by  tbi'  said  WtiiTi-n  Ilur^linu's  in  India,  or  upjm  any 
oilier  ac(  ount  or  jTcfence  whatsiu.ver.  witlnmt  the  like  licence  or  consent 
\A'  the  .Slid  Court  oi'  {)ire(.-tor'«  of  the  said  L'nited  (Vnnpany  si^nitied  as 
aforesaid;  nor  any  sich  jvward.  gratuity,  allowance,  donation  or  com- 
pensation. excu'l-ni^Mbe  value  of  l.Ool)  rupees  and  under  the  value  of 
1.000  nipee^,  wl.lioot  the  licence  or  consent  of  the  IVsident  and  Council 
for  the  time  bcirri  of  the  pre?*idency  or  scttlrnicnt  where  the  said 
Warren  lla>tiii-.>  shall  lie  emi)lt)ycd ;  and  that  he,  the  stiid  Warren 
llaMinirs,  shall  :'nd  v.ill  convey,  assi;in  and  make  over,  t<j  the  said 
I'nited  Company,  for  their  sole  and  proper  use  and  benefit,  all  and  ever)' 
•I'licb  gift's  or  LTiants  of  lamK,  or  rents,  or  iTvenues  issuing  out  of  lands, 
or  any  such  teirito>ial  ]u»ssis.sion.  .jurisdiction,  dtmiinion.  jjower.  or 
niithoiily  wliatr5«)ever,  and  also  account  for  and  pay  to  the  said  Cnitoil 
Co.iijiany,  fin*  their  .sole  snid  pn»iuT  ii'sc  and  beneilt,  all  and  everj*  such 
^(ift.>.  reward-,  L(iatiiitics,  allov.-anc<!&,  donations,  or  compensations  what- 
soever."- 

The  nature  of  tlie  covenant,  the  Act  of  Parliament,  and 


*  Dxiraet  from  (\»veiiaiit  signed   by  Warren  I{a*tiiigs. — rrioted  in  tiic 
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the  Company's  orders,  are  clear.     First,  they  have  not  hind-  s  mat  i78o. 
ercd  their  Governor  General  nor  any  of  their  Governors  ciauso 
from  taking  and  accepting  from  the  princes  of  the  coimtry,  o]Irn  ^wipt 
openly  and   publicly,  for  their   use,  any  territories,  lands,  fJr'i7,'JfoiIii- 
siims  of  money  or  other  donations,  which  may  be  offered  pony's  uso 

n  .        .  j.i_  •  Ti  111  certain 

m   consequence  of  treaty  or  otherwise.     It  was  necessary  cases. 
to  distinguish  between  the  two  species  of  acceptance,  be- 
cause many  occasions  occurred  apparently  in  consequence 
of  treaties,  when  fines  were  paid  to  the  Company,  that  they 
should  be  received  in  the  Company's  treasury  as  an  open  and 
known  proceeding.      It  was   never  dreamed  of  that   that 
should  justify  the  taking  bribes,  privately  and  clandestinely,  Aimswi  by 
of  the  person  himself  for  future  application.     It  is  declai-cd  h}^."^^ 
that  they  should  be  the  property  of  the  Company.     Why  ? 
As  a  means  of  recovering  them  out  of  corrupt  hands  that 
had  taken  them ;    and,  therefore,  that  was  not  a  licence  for 
bribery,  but  a  prohibitory  and  penal  clause,  to  make  the 
means  of  coercing  and  making  that  provision  stronger. 

Now  iVIr.  Hastings  hjis  found  out  that  that  very  coercive 
clause,  which  was  made  in  order  for  his  superior  to  get  at 
him  and  punish  him  for  bribery,  is  a  licence  for  him  to 
receive  bribes.  He  is  not  only  a  practitioner  of  bribery,  but 
a  professor — a  doctor —  upon  the  subject ;  and  therefore  his 
oi/mion  is,  tliat  he  should  take  bribes,  contrary  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  those  presents — that  is,  bribes  to  him- 
self;  and  that  the  penal  clause  which  the  Company  attached 
to  it,  to  have  it  constructively  declared  to  be  theirs  in  order 
to  recover  it  out  of  his  hands — he  considers  that  prohibitory 
clause  as  a  licence  to  receive  bribes — to  extort  money — to  go 
with  the  veiy  prohibition  in  his  hand,  the  very  means  by 
which  he  was  to  be  restrained  from  exercising  an  unlimited 
bribery,  peculation  and  extortion,  over  the  unha])py  natives 
of  the  country.  Whether  you  consider  this  to  become  the 
property  of  the  Company  or  not,  undoubtedly  it  is  contrary  ArpuuMni 
to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  his  covenant.  Theiim'ofiho 
true  intent  and  meanlnt^  of  his  covenant  is,  that  he  shall  ^^^**'^*"'- 
not  take  bribes  for  his  own  use.  The  means  of  prevent- 
injx  it  is,  by  declaring  them  the  property  of  the  Company. 
How  can  the  Company  ever  get  them  ?  Which  way  should 
they  ever  get  at  them  ?  The  moment  Mr.  Hastings  finds 
that  the  Company  has  got  a  scent  of  any  one  of  his  bribes, 
then  he  comes  forward  and  says : — **  To  be  sure  I  took  it  as 
a  bribe ;  I  admit  the  party  gave  it  me  as  a  bribe.  I  con- 
cealed it  for  a  time,  because  I  thought  it  was  for  the  interest 
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:»  \\\\  i7v.M)f  ilif  Coni[)any  to  concciil  it;  but  I  had  a  secret  iiitenlioii 
ill  my  own  niiuJ  of  applying  it  to  their  service.  You  siliall 
have  it,  l)ut  you  shall  have  it  as  I  please  and  when  I  plca.^c, 
and  this  hrihe  becomes  sanctified  the  moment  I  think  iit  to 
apply  it  to  your  service." 

Nt)w  can  it  be  supposed  that  the  India  Company  or  that 
the  Act  of  Parliament  meant  to  make  a  dechiration  that  the 
[>n)l>crty  taken  by  a  corrupt  servant,  contrary  to  the  true 
iiiti'iit  of  his  covenants,  should  become  a  licence  for  him; 
and  that  the  manner  in  which  they  are  to  j^et  a  revenue  was 
to  1)0  a  breach  of  the  very  covenants,  which  were  meant  to  pre- 
vent extort  ion,  peculation  and  corruption  ?  What  sort  of  body 
is  the  liulia  Company  which,  becoming  upon  the  verge  of 
bankruptcy  by  the  robbery  of  half  the  worhl,  is  afterwards 
to  he  recruited  by  the  alms  of  peculation  and  bribery,  by 
their  own  servants  breaking  the  covenants  imposed  ujion 
them  ?     It  is  an  odd  body  to  be  so  fed  and  supplied. 

The  constitution  of  revenue  that  he  has  made  is  a  very 
singular  thing.  It  is  a  revenue  to  be  taken  by  any  ofliccr 
ol"  the  Comj)any — f<»r  they  are  all  alike  ibrbiddcn  and  all 
alike  permitted — to  be  taken  by  any  pereon  from  any  pers<>ii. 
at  any  time,  in  any  i)roportion,  by  any  me«ins,  and  in  any 
way  he  pleases,  an<l  to  be  accounted  for  or  not  to  be 
aceounted  for  at  the  jdeasurc  of  the  taker ;  and  if  it  is 
ap|)lied,  to  be  applied  at  his  discretion,  and  not  at  the 
di.^eretion  of  his  employers.  I  will  venture  to  s;iy  that  such 
a  svstem  of  revenue  never  was  before  thought  of. 
I'lMiMini.iii  Ihe  next  part  is  an  exchccpier  that  he  has  formed  cor- 
curnuMiN^  re>ponding  with  it.  He  has  formed  an  exchequer,  made  out 
of  the  Company's  servants;  and  you  will  sec  it  exemplified 
iully  and  proved  before  you,  that  this  exchequer  is  made 
i\\\  of  ollicers  ostensibly  in  the  Company's  service,  who, 
while  thi'y  kei)t  a  public  accountant  and  public  treasurer, 
are  used  by  Mr.  Hastings  as  an  accountant  and  treasuivr  of 
bribes,  ac(*ountable  not  to  the  Company  but  to  him,  acting 
in  no  public  manner,  and  never  acting  but  iii)on  his  requisi- 
tion ;  concealing  all  his  frauds  and  artifices  to  prevent  detec- 
tion and  discovery.  In  short,  it  is  an  exchequer  in  which 
extortion  is  the  assessor — in  which  fraud  is  the  treasurer — 
confusion  the  accountant — oblivion  the  remembrancer  I  These 
arc  not  mere  words ;  but,  as  I  go  through  the  detail,  I  will 
exemjilify  them  practically,  and  show  in  fact  that  every  one  of 
these  things  I  state  are  the  truth.  Your  Lonlships  will  sec 
t"o  flijit  these  "t^u  are  bound  by  the  '•on^lition  of  their  fidelity 
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to  Mr.  Hastings — or  recognised  fidelity — to  keep  back  his  5  3f av  nao. 
secrets — to  change  the  accounts — to  alter  the  items — to  make 
him  debtor  or  creditor  at  pleasure ;  and  by  tliat  means  to 
throw  the  whole  system  of  the  Company's  accounts  into 
confu^^ion. 

I  Iiave  stated  that  it  is  absolutely  impossible  that  any  such 
revenue  should  be  intended,  much  less  that  it  should  be 
brt)ught  out  and  drawn  from  the  very  prohibitions  to  bribery ; 
that  out  of  those  very  prohibitions  au  exchequer  of  bribery 
should  be  formed  u})on  the  principles  I  have  stated :  that 
you  will  not  dishonour  this  legislature ;  that,  be  the  Com- 
pany what  it  will,  you  can  never  imagine  the  Company  to 
give  any  sanction  to  it;  tliat  no  such  device  ever  entered 
into  the  head  of  any  rational  man.  Then  you  are  to  judge 
whether  it  is  not  a  device  to  cover  guilt — to  prevent  detec- 
tion, ruining  and  destroying  it.  And,  at  the  same  time,  your 
Lordships  will  judge  whether  the  evidence  we  bring  you,  to 
prove  that  it  is  an  i<lle  pretext,  be  stronger  than  the  strange, 
absurd,  reasons  which  he  has  produced  for  forming  this  new 
j)lan  of  an  exchequer  of  bribery. 

My  Lords,  I  am  now  going  to  read  to  you  a  letter,  in  ixttorof 
which  Mr.  Hastings  declares  his  opinion  upon  the  operation  jnj's,dwiar- 
of  the  Act  which  he  now  has  found  the  means,  as  he  thinks,  "trinl?onc.v 
of  evading.     My  Lords,  I  tell  you,  to  save  you  a  good  dcid  J!,'!  laAVVo a" 
of  reading,  that  there  was  a  certain  prize  money  given  by  ti«>naiir.ii  lo 
Suja-iid-Dowla  to  a  body  of  the  Company's  troops  serving  in    ^^  '^**'^' 
the  field  ;  that  this  prize  money  was  to  be  distributi'd  among 
them.     But,  application  being  made  to  Mr.  Hastings  for  his 
opinicm  and  sanction  in  the  distribution,  Mr.    Hastings  at 
first  seemed  inclined  to  give  way  to  it,  but  afterwards,  upon 
reading  and  considering  the  Act  of  Parliament,  before  he 
allowed  the  soldiery  this  public  donation,  he  describes  his 
opinion  of  the  operation  of  the  Act :  — 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  received  your  favour  of  the  8th  inst.  on  the  27th, 
as  I  was  on  the  point  of  despatching  letters  which  I  had  already  written 
and  ch)sed  to  the  Vizier,  the  Resident  and  yourself,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Vizier's  intentions  communicated  to  me  by  Mr.  Nath.  Middleton  to 
reward  the  services  of  the  brigade  in  the  manner  in  which  your  letter 
informs  mc  he  has  since  carried  it  into  execution.  Your  letter  placing  the 
subject  in  a  new  point  of  view  determined  me  to  suspend  my  des])atrhes 
until  1  had  taken  the  sense  of  the  members  of  the  committee  ujion  their 
contents  ;  by  their  advice,  I  now  forward  to  you  the  letter  which  1  hud 
Ijefore  prepared,  and  I  am  authorized  by  Messrs.  Aldersey  and  Dacres  to 
declare  that  they  concur  with  me  in  the  sentiments  therein  expressed. 
Your  letter  I  have  laid  before  them  in  select  committee,  and  it  was  agreed 
to  refer  it  to  the  Council  at  large^  as  we  did  not  think  ourselves,  as  a 
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'•  Mo  ITS'.  ri.iiiTuifTiT,  nut';  'li/f'l  ?-■  uiv'.  nur  a^-i^ent  tn  tho  (lono.tion,  the  moilo  of  it 
■  ~  ii'»t  Ihiiij  -M:'-ily  :■ ':!i.«r!:.-.i''.f  to  ilh-  ]iasr  re^inlutiims  of  the  Bnar*!.  nor 
(•  'n>i'l'.  ri'l  iii  n^p.  • !  :-.  tin-  :::!*.i'  t«;  the  nnliT  of  tlv.'  ('unit  nf  Dirvcrtni-s: 
:•  -.v.-.M  :i"'..'  !:iijiy I'.!'  :iii].  ;im1  thv  '  IVijiril readily onnNtntoil  tn  j^ive  ihcir 
s:in!-:i""i  t  J  t'-.«-  ^'•l  .  . 'v  !.<•;..:!•■!!  an!  t.»  fTispuiVt-r  tlio  trooji"  in  n?(?f*ivf  i:. 
liiiT  t'li-y  »  '  :'.i  r.  :  ■■!;■  fi^Liiipr.-viiii;  of  tho  inaun-jr  in  which  thi> 
tiisM-.i  Ti'in  li  .'i  S.vi  I  ■  T.rl'.uiMil.  f.ir  the  f«»lhAvini(  ivasims :  hfcauso  it 
v.\»s  mm-  li.i  :  !...■•>:■.?.  v.-  ut  :i  s!i!)\ila*ioii  niiule  f  ;!•  fiiiiiro  servict-s  than  a 
I'"  »i:  II  «•}':;:■■■.'  •■;'i'.  \-'V  ;  ii^i :  '•..■cm-.*,  hv  tho  doilaratitin  nl' tht- Viziir. 
•.•.Mfl:  •:!•  '\\.]  ^  •.-..■1.-.  I  :■  ''iiNiil  t*:\  i'«v  pnvr  .-inil  hv  V'.iir  own  :miplicaii«»n 
•  ■!  li'*-  Ml!'  I!'..  V  '...  ']'  :-»'.:iv  ti"t^^ 't!»*<».:'n»i'.nLr  iho  rf'.rvc*  a-'riiirteil  uf  tlic 
viiii':  i.i  1"l'i.v-.i  n  :!•  ■■'.\'l;-.- uuviTnini  n*.  i^in  iluvt  prt.vhsiUMllr.iinili:oi<hn}:f 
r.p  'M  -.T. Mi.il  l);ia':-i-  \\i  !•  .'.Ii  tli-..'M' }H»ir.t>  •■!  viow  tho  donatson  isri.'j>u;^nani 
t.i  !!» ■  •.! !!-.  •■!  'li'-  ('■.'ii-i  I'l'  Diii'i  iDi's  in  \hv  order  alxno  alUidod  to.'  In 
ihi*-  iiiaii'isi  t-v^  !'.■-. i:'il  l;a'l  (.iriuod  thrir  dftoniiinalion.  hot  it  did  not 
il'-  n  f:!-;-!!!  T  •  :--  '.'»  { ■ri'iiV  tlio  \u\v  Act  «if  PaHiaMi"  Ht.  a  surmise  on  thi"* 
-.liiicr'  \vu^  I  v.'y  "..um-NNtl  lulniv  wo  liroko  up.  Tjnin  a  rvtVicnce,  how- 
.  \' !-.  I'j  i!.  1  V...,  i  .irh  •li'^ap])  'iiiti'd  nn.l  -ti.Ty  to  find  tlii.t  i.ur  inttntinns 
\'  ■.•r«'  •  ;»'!••  ',\  <1.  •  .."•  d  !i\  ;i  f!:iu>L'  in  tho  Aoi  -lo  Ik*  i'l  lorco  after  iho  \<l 
«'!  \ii.i,iN'  177  i  "'i  !■  d'  ;-ri\i'"«  ap..!  (livi'-i-  us  of  tho  po'.vcr  to  ^rant  and 
(\j--. '^';.  ]>■  •• ''t.  -  :^  •  :!-tiv  M  I,.,',  iff  tlio  Nah'dr<*  intonilod  d;»nati»jn. 
1  i!!i-I<-.  [:  '  .nv  i!  till-  ( !..'.iv,\  ;il*h;»ni;h  I  tnako  no  dmiot  I'f  vtmr  haviiiir 
rif,.\;i|  j'.- A-'  I'l  •:.!  y.M.r  < -ir.t  "^pi'MiU  iiv-;.  Aifivtuldc'  to  tho  ))f'sifive 
^.  II- ■  til"  tl.'i-  '-'ji!-. .  !:-•■ ..  i;^-';.;-:!:^!^  j*  •<  rvpuxi-d  indivi(hially,  thorc 
1^  iv»'  il  il  •!■/»•  In  '  ♦!  ■•  :i:'.y  ■-  In'-hi.Ii  •!  wi'ii  all  i.thir  poisons  in  tho 
pn«!i;h"/ii'ii  !  ■>>  ^  r  :-:]\jn/  ]•:.  •  iit<  m'  d'»Ti:it'<ni^,  i\  c.-'ni'-noatiun  tif'whioli 
is  iliat  in  th-  « i.iii-.';it' ox-  opfoi-.  '..b.i-n  in  *  u-unodlors  at  law.  phy^ioiims 
sHS'ii'on^.  :■".■:  i-i::';i::ii:'.N  ;».  ji-. :  .iii:  n-d 'o  roroivr  the  fi-O"  annf'xod  to  llinr 
pri'lt-^-ioH.*  \:n  ":■•' 0::i»ii 'vlK'tt  \\  :'  i-s  iiiado  (•(' any  latitndo  ^ivcn  to  tlu* 
■.:iiiiy.  IT  ;;;.y  rii.  nni-::.nor.N  wIht'.  in  JMv.iidd  In-  alhv.v.ddo  for  thoni  to 
ri'i-(i\-«.>  p-.i—rw--  'I'l'i-i  p  )int  ji  -s.-iv.-was  partirularly  dcljiitod  in  thr 
lliMi^.'.  K- !■!  Clivj.  -tatrd  ilu-  oaN-.-^  uhoitin  ho  thonixht  it  would  ha 
p'op.  !■  ;:i.i]  !i!-i  ..'jiy  III  alinv,'  \\\:'  :\i\\i\  to  roofivo  tira'niiiis  t>r  prtsonts, 
hut  lii.s  1'.  ■•'  \\\i\.i  v.a-.  nvoivuh»l  :\'\0  no  ixr-cpVoii  :idinittod  in  favour  el' 
ihi*  :ivuv.  'rii'H  m:I';i-!;v  dis;:ov.  rv  ivf  an  evclu^ion  hv  Aot  of  Parliamout, 
v.l-.i.'li  :id!!»i!>  "1  :•,  .  i.h.i'i-Miotit  nr  cvn^iiMi  v.'h«Tovi-r  its  autlunity  cxti'nds, 
if  iidi.s  :i  r.'vl-val  t-A'  !i"i'  piorc  itiuirs  noo,  ssary.  and  h-avos  no  option  to 
niirfi,i'.>i  !i:  il  \y  ii,  i  liu.-  {]:{'  J  ■dihaucts  (<i  tho  onuit  of  i.>iivotors  whoic 
J'  r.t\  lU:;.])].'  o-i!^  I'u  !!'ii  nay  h-"  put,  and  sciuo  ri^tsm  is  left  for  the 
'li.f-  i'.j-it:  ri  ,!'  \]]i'  :i!iih(riy  vi-<ii<!  iij  oiu'Si'lvos :  hut  positive  and 
c:  -'-iv.'.  ;  diiii  linu  0- -'lii-r  ••♦■  rrfinj-uiont  mv  Miisoonstini^itm.  1  slii)idil 
!>•■  Ii;ip;  y  .1  in  ;'■.-  :!i-!:niOv  a  ni-.  :l!>.l  ouuld  he  d(vi-od  uf  sottini;  tho  act 
a^'dr,  wliji-h  f  .'Itiinld  iU't>(  wiilin;,dy  onihiace ;  hut  in  my  opinion  an 
opji"- i':-5U  V  .idd  hi-  il  iut-nr  th-.*  p:  !:alty.-^ 

Vn'.ir  l.(»r(l.-hips  soo.  Mr.  lljislinic^r^  considorcd  this  Act  to 
lie  :i  luosi  unlucky  di.'rcovcrv.  IiuletHl,  :i.s  long  as  it  rcmniiiLMl 
in  ioro(\  it  vrniiM  haw  bocu  uiiliudvy  for  him,  becau.^c  it 
would  hiivc  (lostroyrd  (nio  of  tho  principal  .^sonrccs  of  hU 
\\]ciC'A  profits.     Whv  docs  he  coneiidcrit  unluckv?    Because 

*  Kxtract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  IIa!«thi;;s  to  Col.  Cham]non,  ai   'Vugust,  177  L 
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it  admits  of  no  reservation — no  exception — no  refinement  5  May  itso. 
whatever  ;  but  it  is  clear,  positive,  decisive.     Then  in  what 
case  was  it  that  Mr.  Hastings  made  this  determination  ?     In 
the  case  of  a  donation  publicly  offered  to  an  army  serving  in 
the  field,  by  a  prince  then  independent  of  the  Company. 
Now,  if  ever  there  was  a  circumstance  in  which  any  refine-  The  particii- 
inent,  any  favourable  construction  of  the  Act,  could  be  used,  juhtliSi  a 
it  wjis  in   favour  of  a  body  of  men  servinjic  in  the  field,  JJ^y""*^'*'" 
fighting  for  their  country,  spilling  their  blood  for  it,  sufiering  of  the  Art. 
all  the  inconveniences  of  that  climate.     It  was  undoubtedly 
voluntarily  offered  to  them  by  the  party,  in  the  height  of 
victory,  and  enriched  by  the  plunder  of  whole  provinces.     I 
believe  your  Lordships  v/ill  agree  with  me  that,  if  any  relaxa- 
tion, any  evasion,  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  could  be  used  at 
tlic  instant — if  they  could    for  a  moment   trifle   with   the 
intention   of    the   legislature,   or    make   it   for   a   moment 
doubtful  whether  the  case  came  within  the  intention  of  the 
legislature — it  was  this.     And  yet,  upon  the  rigour  of  the 
Act,  Mr.  Hastings  refuses  that  army  the  price  of  their  blood, 
won  solely  almost  by  their  arms  from  a  prince  who  had 
accjuired   millions  by  their   bravery,  fidelity  and  suffering. 
This  was  the  case  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  refused  a  public 
donation  to  the  army ;  and  from  that  day  to  this  they  have 
never  received  it. 

If  this  public  donation   was  so  forbidden,  how  comes   it  Money 

^  4  \w  1 

that  Mr.  Hastings  has  since  learned  that  he  may  privately  Mr.^Hiwt- 
takc  money — and  take  it,  not  only  from  princes  and  persons  ulJuer'pnll^^* 
in  power  and  abounding  [in  wealth],  but,  as  we  shall  prove,  ^Vi-J' "■/*''" 
from  persons  in  the  last  degree  of  penury  and  dij^tress;  that  ihc(;oin- 
he  could  take  it  from  persons  in  office  and  trust,  with  power  **""'^  **  "*" ' 
over  the  people,  with  a  means  of  ruining  thorn  for  the  purpose 
of  (enabling  them  to  pay  it  ?  Consider  in  what  situation  the 
Company  must  be,  if  he  can  form  such  a  secret  exchequer, 
discovered  by  himself  for  their  service,  by  direct  bribes,  given 
eo  nomine  as  bril)es,  and  accepted  as  such  from  the  persons 
in  the  transaction,  with  only  the  inward  reservation  that  I 
speak  of.    In  the  fii'st  place,  if  Mr.  Hastings  should  die,  or  if  {J{J."jf?'| Jf^ 
any  body  should  imitate  his  example  without  his  heroic  good 
intentions  in  doing  such  villanous  acts — if  any  person  here- 
after, or  any  person  following  his  example,  should  come  into 
such  a  situation — how  is  the  Company  to  recover  it  ?  The  re- 
ceivers need  not  divulge  it  till  they  think  fit ;  and,  the  moment  JX^^ung''^ 
an  informer  comes,  that  informer  is  ruined.     A  person  comes  {j"^*-;,^™"'**^' 
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•'  >u\  i>M.  totlio  GovcriKjr  (Joncral  and  Council  anil  charges — say  not 
Mr.  IhiTlIiiir.^,  l>nt  the  head  of  the  board  of  revenue,  with 
n  Oi'iviniT  :i  l»rihe, — *■  Kcceive  a  bribe  ?  So  I  did  :  but  it  was 
witli  ail  indnlion  nf  ajiplying  it  to  the  Company's  service." 
"TIkt*'  F  nl(^k  tlu'  inforiiior:  Tarn  beforehand  with  liini: 
I  will  nun  llie  i'l'lluw,  beean:=c  it  is  sanctified  by  my  inward 
ji*snitif;d  intonti<ni — and,  which  is  a  merit  for  the  Company, 
I  n'CJ'ivod  10,000/.  as  a  bribe.  There  it  is  for  yf>u.  I  am 
a<'i|uittnl.  I  am  a  moritoriour?  servant.  Let  the  informer 
[fi)  and  M^t'k  riirht  as  he  can."  If  an  informer  is  once  ifi- 
sirii{'t(Ml  that  aporsini  who  reciivos  bribes  can  turn  them  into 
merit  and  take  awav  his  action  from  him,  do  vou  think  that 
Minus. .f  vmi  (^vcr  will  i>r  can  discover  anv  one  bribe  ?  l>y  this  method 
'„''.'',T'"  dlscl(..<('  but  twic  bribe,  and  you  secure  all  the  rest  that  you 
possibly  can  receive  iip(n\  any  occasion.  **  It  is  said  stron;^ 
report  jiri'vails  tliat  you  took  such  a  bribe  ?"  "Aye,  I  did  take 
a  Slim  of  moni'v  but  not  that  smn  of  money.  I  took  40,000/. 
but  not  tliat.  -10,000/."  So  tliat.  bv  statin**  that  you  have 
taken  so?iU'  monev  which  you  have  accounted  for,  but  con- 
cealinir  wlio  tliat  money  came  from,  which  is  exactly  Mr. 
iIastinLr>'  c:\so.ifany  informer  conies  and  discovers  a  bribe  of 
tOIMH)/..-  it  may  be  saifl— "  Lord!  this  is  the  40.000/.  I  told 
you  of.''  If  it  is  brok«ni  into  fra|j:ments — paid  by  instalments 
—  '•  Lord !  this  is  what  1  told  you  of.  and  you  have  taken  it 
and  ]nit  it  into  your  own  coflers." 
ii.ii.'.»i.  Siii»]):>se  he  takes  it   throu«i:h  the  hand  of  an  afjent,  sncli 

4..\<rm.r  iiir  a-i  (uinir.i  (n>vuul  hinjr.  Cmnga  (lovuui  oing  rails  in  debt: 
n ■*.'"',?. -.yi'/v"  and  we  iiavi*  discovered  latelv  that,  of  a  40,000/.  which 
Mr.  lla>tinixs  received  by  one  bribe  ajjcnt,  his  bribe  ajjent 
kept  back  half:  I  desire  to  know  what  the  Company  can 
do  in  such  a  case.  G nn^ja  (Jovind  Sin^j  has  entered  into  no 
covenants  with  the  Company.  There  is  no  tnicc  of  his 
havinii:  thi"^  money,  except  wluit  Mr.  Hastings  chooses  to 
t«dl.  If  he  is  called  uiK)n  to  refund  it  to  the  Company,  he 
lUMv  sav  he  lu^ver  received  it ;  that  he  was  not  ordered  to 
extort  money  from  the  people;  and  he  may  set  up  this 
defene.e — "I  did  not  receive  this  money,  for  I  was  forbid 
to  I'oecive  it,  and  I  will  not  make  a  declaration  which  will 
Mibjeet  me  to  penalties," — or  he  may  say,  in  India,  before 
(lie  Supreme  Court—*'  I  have  paid  it  all  to  Mr.  Hastings.*' — 
.And  then  there  must  be  a  bill  there  and  a  bill  here,  and  bv 
that  nutans,  having  one  person  on  one  side  the  water  and  the 
other  on  the  other,  they  may  never  come  to  a  discovery  of  it. 
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And   thU  Is  the  way  with   one  of  his  great  agents,  which  s  Mat  i7w. 
I  shall  show  in  evidence  and  touch  upon  in  the  course  of  my 
Bpecch. 

Mr.  Hastings  had  squeezed  out  of  a  miserable  country  a  caae  of 
bribe  of  40,000/.,  of  which  he  was  enabled  to  bring  to  the  Sli'Ky^*^'*^ 
account  of  the  Company  only  20,000/.,  and  which  we  should  o""f?io. 
not  even  have   known  of  the   existence  of,  if  the  inquiries       "    ^°^* 
pursued  with  great  diligence  by  the  House  of  Conunons  had 
not  extorted  it ;  and,  even  now  we  know  the  fact,  we  can 
never  get  at  the  money — the  Company  can  never  receive  it ; 
and,  before  the  House  had  squeezed  out  of  hmi  that  some 
such  money   had   been  received,   he  never  once  told  the 
court  of  Directors  tliat   his    black  bribe  agent,  whom  he 
recommended  to  their  service,  had  cheated  both  them  and 
him  of  20,000/.  out  of  the  fund  of  the  bribe  revenue.     If  it 
is  asked,  where  is  the  record  of  this  ? — record  there  is  none. 
In  what  office  is  it  entered  ?  It  is  entered  in  no  office ;  it  is 
mentioned  as  privately  received  for  the  Company's  benefit ; 
and  you  shall  see  what  a   charming  office   of  receipt   and 
account  this  new  exchequer  of  Mr.  Hastings  is. 

Now  there  is  another  and  a  more  serious  circumstance.  Power  in  tho 
Every  one  knows  that,  by  the  law  of  this  or  any  country,  thebriSe to 
any  money  which  is  taken  illegally  from  any  person — which  JJSney!  *"" 
any  bribe  or  sum  of  money  extorted  is — money  paid  without 
consideration — belongs  to  the  person  who  paid  it,  and  he 
may  bring  his  action  for  it  and  recover  it  Then  see  how  the 
Company  stand.  The  Company  receive  a  bribe  of  40,000/. 
by  Mr.  Hastings.  It  is  carried  to  their  account.  They  turn 
bribery  into  a  revenue :  they  sanctify  it.  In  the  mean- 
time, the  man  from  whom  this  money  is  illegally  taken 
sues  Mr.  Hastings.  Must  not  he  recover  of  Mr.  Hastings  ? 
Then,  if  so,  must  not  Mr.  Hastings  recover  again  from  the 
Company  ?  The  Company  undoubtedly  are  answerable  for  it. 
And  liere  is  a  revenue  which  every  man  who  has  paid  it  may 
drag  out  of  the  treasury  again  and  put  to  his  own  proper 
use.  I  have  a  case  In  my  eye  In  which  this  very  thing  is 
attempting  at  this  moment,  but  which,  whether  it  is  or  not 
the  thing,  stands  directly  on  the  same  ground.  Mr.  Hastings' 
donations  of  his  bribes  to  the  treasury  are  liable  to  be  torn 
from  it  at  pleasure  by  every  man  who  gives  them,  first  from 
him  who  receives  them,  and  then  he  may  recover  them  from 
the  treasury  to  which  he  has  given  them. 

I  am  to  state  to  your  Lordships  another  circumstance —  KiwMrot»cnt 
that,  if  bribes  can  be  sanctified  by  turning  them  to  the  use  jLHy^S"**"" 
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5  May_17'".».  of  the  Company,  the  Company  in  euch  a  case,  if  the  money 
n-st..n\       has  hi-en   .MppHcil,  ho-^  crovciianted  itrself  that  money  taken 
im.p.-ri^^^     C'xtorsively,  as  Air.  Ila;?t!ngs  has  covenanted,  shall  belong  to 
tnkpii.         ^jj^j  (_\)]npnny — but  lor  what  end  and  pnrfiose?  It  is  t^iawanl 
satisfaction  and  rcparati(in  to  be  made  by  the  said  Warren 
Hasting-^  to  the  i?aid  Company.    For  whom?     For  the  Com- 
pany's* bcnofit  ?     No;  for  the  benefit  of  such  injured  per- 
sons— to  be  carried  to  their  account — 

•*  Hut  in  tvii5,t  nevertheless,  ami  to  the  intent  that  the  said  Company 
may  and  »I«)  ivndor  :nul  pay  over  the  money  i  rccivcd  or  recovered  hythem 
to  the  [parties  injured  or  defrauded,  which  the  said  Company  accordingly 
hereby  a^rce  and  covenant  to  do."  * 

Now,  here  is  a  revenue  to  be  received  by  Mr.  Hastings 
for  the  Com]>any's  use,  applied  at  his  discretion  to  that  use, 
and  which  the  ( 'omi)any  has  previously  covenanted  to  restore 
to  the  i>crsons  that  are  injured  an<l  damaged  by  them.  This 
U  a  revenue  wliicli  is  to  he  torn  away  by  the  action  of  <iuy 
pcrs'jn  -  a  revenue  winch  they  must  return  back  to  the  person 
comphvinin!.!:,  as  they  in  justice  ought  to  do;  for  no  nation 
ever  avowed  making  a  revenue  out  of  bribery  and  peculation. 
They  [ire  to  rc:«torc  it  back  again.  How  can  they  restore 
it  ?  Mr.  ]  In?itings  has  apjdiod  it ;  he  lias  given  it  in  presents  to 
l)rinccs-  liid  it  out  in  budgerows  — in  pen,  ink  and  wax — in 
salaries  lo  secretaries  :  he  lias  laid  it  out  just  in  any  way  he 
pleased,  nild  the  India  C\)mpany,  who  have  covenanted  io 
rc'st(»re  all  this  money  to  the  persons  from  whom  it  came,  are 
dcprivetl  of  nil  means  of  so  jnst  a  duty.  Therefore,  I  put  by 
the  idea  that  anv  man  could  have  a  good  intention  in  his  mind. 
It  is  too  weak,  senseless  and  absurd.  Only  in  a  desperate 
cau.-e  he  made  a  desperate  attempt,  when  he  knew  he  was 
discovered  in  tlio-e  bribes — for  we  shall  prove  that  he  never 
made  a  <lisclosure  without  thinking  that  a  discovery  lindbeen 
previously  made  or  was  likely  to  be  made — and  that  that 
discovery  was  attended  with  all  the  circumstances  of  a  wicked 
and  abominable  concealment. 

You  will  sec  the  history  of  this  new  scheme  of  bribery, 
by  which  Mr.  Hastings  contrived  by  avowing  some  bribes  to 
cover  others,  and  to  attempt  to  outface  his  delinquency,  and 
to  endeavour,  if  jiossiblo,  to  reconcile  the  weakest  breach  of 
the  laws  with  a  sort  of  sjiiritcd  observance  of  them,  and  to 
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become  infamous  for  the  good  of  his  country.     The  first  s  mat  itsq. 
appearance  of  this  practice  of  bribery  was  in  ix  letter  of  the  Aitomptwi 
29th  of  November,  1780.     The  cause  of  this  discovery  was  ^'/'/^^^/j!;^*^"^ 
a  dispute  between   him  and  Mr.  Francis,  at  the  Board,  on  Ij;'''*^g{i 
occasion  of  a   very   handsome  oflfer  made  by  Mr.  Hastings  si^.    ^^ 
to    the    Board,    relative    to   a    measure   he    proposed,   to 
which   he   found  one  of  the  objections   to   be   the   money 
that  it  would  cost     He  made  the  most  generous  and  hand-  ?*"  9^®'^  ^^ 
some   offer,  as   it   stands   upon  the  record,  that  any   manoftwoiaci 
ever  did — namely,  that  he  would  defray  the  expense  out  of  monoy!^" 
his  own  private  cash,  stating  that  he  had  deposited  with  the 
treasurer  two  lacs  of  rupees.     This  was  on  the  2(1  th  of  June, 
1 780,  and  Mr.  Francis  soon  after  came  to  Europe.     I  need  JiJjJ^HJEi 
not  inform   your   Ijordships  that  iVIr.  Hastings   had   been  apprehen- 
charged  with  bribery  and  peculation  by  General  Clavering,  covc^.tiuit 
Colonel  Monson  and  Mr.  Francis,  and  that  he  did  suspect  be?oi5Sdi) 
that  Mr.  Francis,  then  going  to  Europe,  would  charge  him  ^®^"*" 
with  something,  from  the   suspicious   nature   and    circum- 
stances of  this  generous  offer,  and  from  some  private  connec- 
tion which  he  supposed  and  which  we  am  prove  he  thought 
Mr.  Francis  had  with  Cheyt  Sing — that  he  might  discover 
and  bring  this  bribe  to  light,  some  way  or  other ;  and  there- 
fore he  resolved  to  anticipate  such  information  as  he  thought 
would  be  given,  by  declai-ing  afterwards,  upon  the  29th  of 
November,  that  this  money  was  not  his.     I  will  mention  to 
your  Lordships  hereafter  the  circumstances  of  this  money. 
He  says : — 

"  My  present  reason  for  adverting  to  my  conduct  " — "  that  is  his  offer 
of  two  lacs  of  rupees  out  of  his  own  private  cash  for  the  Company's 
ser\'ice,  ujnm  the  2()rli  of  June,  \7>^0 — **()n  the  occasion  which  I  have 
mentioned,  is  to  obviate  the  false  conchisions  or  purposed  misrepre- 
sentations which  may  be  made  of  it,  cither  ns  an  artifice  of  ostenta- 
tion or  as  the  effect  of  corrupt  influence,  by  assuring?  you  that  the  money, 
by  whatever  means  it  come  into  your  possessitm.  was  not  my  own,  that 
1  had  myself  no  nf(hi  to  it,  nor  would  or  could  have  received  it,  but  for 
the  occasion  which  pnjmptcd  me  to  avail  myself  of  the  accidental  means 
which  were  at  the  instant  afforded  me  of  accc])tinfr  and  converting  it  to 
the  property  and  use  of  the  Company,  and  with  this  brief  apology  I 
shaU  dismias  the  subject.'"*' 

My  Lords,  you  see  what  an  account  Mr.  Hastings  has 
given  of  some  obscure  transaction,  by  which  he  contradicts 
the  record ;  for,  on  the  26th  of  June,  he  generously,  nobly, 


•  Letter  of  Mr.  Ilastings  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  dated  29th  November, 
178a— Frinted  in  the  **  Minutet  of  the  Evidence;*  p.  1103, 
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r.  May  17S0.  full  of  enthusiasm  for  their  service,  offers  to  the  Company 
money  of  liis  own.  C)n  the  29th  of  November,  he  tell.-*  the 
court  of  Directors  that  the  money  he  offered  on  that  day 
was  not  his  own ;  that  hid  assertion  w:is  totally  false ;  that 
the  money  was  not  his ;  that  he  had  no  right  to  receive  it ; 
and  that  he  would  not  have  received  it,  but  for  the  occasion 
which  prompted  him  to  avail  himself  of  the  accidental  means 
which  at  that  instant  offered. 

Now,  when  this  came  to  the  Company,  they  first  consider 
the  situation  of  an  officer  of  India  acting  as  an  accountant — 
and  all  matters  are  matter  of  account  with  them.     On  the 
2f)th  of  June,  he  offers  a  large  sum  of  his  own,  to  be  ai)pliod 
to  their  occasions.     On  the  29th  of  November,  he  savs  this 
nisronooai-  sum  is  uot  liis  own ;  but  he  never  tells  them  by  what  means 
Jourio^y''^*  he  came  at  it — the  pers(»n  from  whom  he  received  it — the 
tlioiiioni^v.   occasinn  upon  which  he  received  it,  whether  justifiable  orno, 
or  any  one  circumstance  under  heaven  relative  to  it:  and, 
therefore,  he  set  the  Company  blindly  groping  in  the  dark, 
by  the  very  pretended  light,  the  iff/its  fntnnsy  which  he  held 
out  to  them,  saying — *'  I  have  taken  money.     I  will  not  tell 
you  by  what  means  I  came  by  it.     It  was  not  my  own.     I 
Imd  no  right  to  it  ;  and  I  would  not   have  taken    it,  if  1 
had  not  been  greatly  tem[»led  by  the  occasion."     This  is  a 
very  extraordinary  account  to  give  to  the  public  of  a  sum, 
which  we  find  to  be  somewhat  above  '20,000/.,  taken  by 
Mr.  Hastings  in  some  way  or  other,  that  for  that  time  was 
all  in  the  dark  and  in  a  cloud  :  and  this  is  what  Mr.  Hastin£;s 
calls  information  communicated  to  the  Company  on  the  sub- 
ject of  these  bribes.    'J'his  account  is  obscure  ;  but  you  liave 
hoard  of  obsonritv  illustrated   bv  a  further  obscurity.     He 
continues,    "  Something  of  affinity   to    this   anecdote  may 
aj)pcar  in  the  first  aspect  of  another  transaction  which  I  shall 
proceed  to  relate,  and  of  which  it  is  more  immediately  my 
iiism-        dutv  to  inform  you."     He  then  tells  them  that  he  had  eon- 
Mimof        trive»l  to  give  a  sum  of  money  to  the  Kaja  of  Berar;  and 
nuhritiji"  the  account  he  gives  of  that  proceeding  is  this  : — 

uf  IJcrar. 

*•  We  liiul  neither  money  to  spare,  [nor,  in  the  api)arent  state  of  that 
Governineiit  in  its  relation  to  ours,  woiihl  it  have  ))een  either  prudent  or 
consistent  with  our  puhUc  credit  to  have  affonk'd  it.  It  was,  nevertheless, 
my  decided  opinion  that  some  aid  shouhl  he  given,  not  less  as  a  neees- 
Hary  relief  than  as  an  indication  of  confidence,  and  a  return  for  the  many 
instances  of  suhstantial  kindnesses  which  we  had  within  the  course  of 
the  two  last  years  experienced  from  the  Government  of  Berar.  1  had 
an  assurance  that  such  a  proj>osal  wouH  receive  the  acquiesc'^ncf  '»^the 
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Board,  but  I  knew  that  it  would  not  pass  without  opposition,  and  it  5  Mat  i789. 

would  have  1>ecome  public,  which  might  have  defeated  its  purpose.   Con-       

vinred  of  the  necessity  of  the  expedient,  and  assured  of  the  sincerity  of 
the  government  of  Berar,  from  evidences  of  stronger  proof  to  me  than  I 
could  make  them  appear  to  the  other  members  of  the  Board,  I  resolved 
to  adopt  it,  and  take  the  entire  responsibility  of  it  upon  myself.  In 
this  mode  a  less  considerable  sum  would  sufnce.  I  accordingly  caused 
three  lacs  of  rupees  to  be  delivered  to  the  minister  of  the  Rajah  of  Berar, 
resident  in  C*alcutta.  He  has  transmitted  it  to  Cultac.  Two  thirds  of 
this  sum  I  have  raised  by  my  own  credit,  and  shall  charge  it  it)  my 
ofBcial  accounts.  The  other  tnird  I  have  supplied  from  the  cash  in  my 
hands  belon^ng]  to  the  honourable  Company/' 

Your  Lordships  see  in  this  business  another  mode  which 
he  has  of  accounting  with  the  Company  and  informing  them 
of  his  bribes.  lie  oegins  it  first  by  saying  that  it  has  some- 
thing of  affinity  to  this  anecdote — meaning  his  first  account. 
An  anecdote  is  a  head  of  account  that  I  believe  none  of 
your  Lordships  ever  have  heard  of^  and  I  believe  is  yet  to 
be  learned  in  this  commercial  nation  and  this  nation  of  accu- 
rate official  account  The  first  account  he  gives  of  it  is  an 
anecdote ;  and  what  is  the  second  ?  A  relation  of  an  anec- 
dote ;  not  a  near  relation  but  something  of  afiinity — a  remote 
relation — cousin  three  or  four  times  removed — of  the  half 
blood,  or  something  of  that  kind,  to  this  anecdote ;  and  he 
never  tells  you  any  clrciunstance  of  it  whatever,  of  any 
kind,  but  that  it  has  some  affinity  to  the  former  anecdote. 

But,  my  Lords,  the  thing  which  comes  to  some  degree 
of  clearness  is  this — that  he  did  give  money  to  the  Kaja  of 
Berar :  and  your  Lordships  will   be  so  good  as  to  advert  Two  third* 
carefully  to  the  proportions:   he  did  give  him  two  lacs  of ^vonhSS"*^ 
rupees  of  money,  raised  by  his  own  credit — his  own  money  ;  onAhlni 
and  the  third  he  advanced  to  him  of  the  Company's  money  pa^^"*' 
in  his  hands.     Ue  might  have  taken  the  Company's  money 
undoubtedly,  fairly,  openly,  for  a  hundred  purposes;  and, 
therefore,  he  does  not  say  that  even  that  third  was  money 
he  had  obtained  by  bribery  and  corruption.     No  such  thing. 
It  is  money  of  the  Company's  he  had  in  his  hand.     So  that 
you  must  get  through  a  long  train  of  construction  before 
you  ascertain  that  this  is  what  it  turns  out  to  be — a  bribe, 
which  he  retained  for  the  Company.     He  is  still  generous. 
As  he  offered  the  whole  of  his  first  bribe  as  his  own,  and 
afterwards  discovered  that  no  part  of  it  was  his  own,  so  he 
is  now  generous  again  in  this  letter,  in  which  he  says  he 
was  not   generous  nor  just,  for  that   he  took   the  money 
without  right,  and  that  he  did  not  apply  it  to  the  very 
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6  May  i7»i«.  ,<crvioo  for  which  It  wad  prctenfled.  lie  now  tells?  you  of 
anoihiT  aiiccdoti',  wliich  he  says  hag  an  Jiffinity  to  that 
ant'tMlntf  ;  aiiil  now  he  is  generous  agahi.  First  he  was 
jroiurous  and  ju>t  hecause  he  f^ave  his  own  money,  which 
he  Ii:ul  a  rigiit  to  dispose  of.  Then  he  teli:<  you  he  is  neither 
m-iK'n»iis  nor  just,  I'or  he  had  taken  money  he  had  no  right 
to,  and  (li.l  not  apply  it  to  the  service  which  he  pretended 
to  apply  it  to.  And  now  he  is  generou.s  again,  because  he 
gives  tw(»  lacs  of  his  own  money;  and  just,  because  he  gives 
onr  lac  which  l)ch>ngcd  to  the  Company  ;  but  there  is  not 
an  idea  that  he  took  it  from  any  body. 

In  this  letter  lie  tells  you  he  had  given  two  thirds  his 
own  moiuy  and  t)ne  third  the  Company's  money.  So  it 
stood  upon  the  2yth  of  Xovember,  1780.  On  the  5th  of 
January  luUowing  we  see  the  business  take  a  totally  different 
turn:  and    then   Air.    Hasting.-?  calls   for    three   Company's 

ni.Hsiii.H.-    ju.nds  upon   two  different    .securities,  antedated  to  the   1st 

civu'iit  ci:nm  _  i>/\  •  i  i  i  i*iiii«  11 

i.rtiifwii'.u.  and  2iia  ol  Uct<>l>er,  lor  the  three  lacs,  which  he  before  told 
Kis  uktii  them  was  two  thirds  his  own  money,  and  one  third  the 
'^"'*"-  Ci>mpany's.     He   now  declares  the  whole  of  it  to  be  his 

own,  and  he  applies  by  letter  to  the  Board,  of  which  he 

hinnelf  was  a  majorit}' : — 

•'  t  Iuiiiiiir;il»li' Sii  aii'.l  Sirs, — llavinj^  hiul  occtisiDii  to  disbiir>e  the 
•»ii.i  if  ill'- 1' la<-kh  (»t  >).  «!i  ninccv-s  cm  :i,-ciniiil  of  srciet  .servicfs,  which 
liii'.  .:•.,  III.  II  :ulv:iik-.t  .1  li.»:.i  iiiv  own  privutc  ea-sli.  I  roqiirst  that  the 
>am.-  I  :.iv  bo  iivaiii  1>»  nu'  in  ihc  rDlhiwinji  niuniicr — u  \)cin\  la  he 
;ir:in!i  «1  111  ■  iij'.'ii  iht!  nrjn-i  of  xhc  srcoiid  luan,  l>v.-arinjx  date  t'r\ni\  l>t 
()<!<il».  r.  J.r  t.ni' lai'U  of  nijiis.  A  lioiid  to  be  j^ranied  ine  ujM»n  the 
l>  iiiixif  'ill-  iirst  loan,  bcariji;^'  jU'e  Irum  1st  October  i'or  one  lack  of  sicca 

lU|U.\f.     •■ 

On  the  liOih  t)f  November  he  had  advanced  two  thirds  of 
his  i>\vn  to  th(^  Cian|jany,  and  employed  one  third  of  theirs. 
On  the  r>lh  ol"  tlanuary  the  thing  totally  changes :  all  the 
moiioy  is  his  oun  ami  he  takes  three  bonds  of  the  Company. 
Here  are  two  accounts,  one  of  which  nuist  be  directly  and 
Hatly  l'nl.<e  ;  ftu*  he  could  not  have  given,  in  one  case,  two 
thirds  his  own  :.nd  have  snp[)lied  the  other  third  from  money 
c>f  the  C'tJinpany's,  and  at  the  Jrame  time  have  employed  the 
whole  as  his  own.  And  he  ""ocs  the  full  lenixth  of  the 
fraud  ;  he  declares  (hat  it  is  all  his  own — so  much  his  own 
that  he  does  not   trust  the  Comj)any  with   it,  and  actually 


•  J.«.it(.r  oJ'  JNfr.  llnstin^'s  to  tlie  Court  «»f  Directors,  dated  ath  Januan*. 

■^  1  V     nf    ,1  iu  tW    '♦  Mhim«.8  of  H>C  Kvi.'    "<^.'  "  l>.   110"). 
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takes  their  bonds  as  a  security  for  it»  bearing  an  interest,  to  0  Mat  i7d9. 
be  paid  to  him  when  he  thinks  proper. 

Thus  it  remained  from  the  5  th  of  January  till  [the  16  th  in  a  third 
December]  1782,  when  this  business  takes  another  turn,  ^"^nteiT 
and,  in  a  letter  to  the  Company,  these  bonds  become  all  ™vg^^**°^" 
their  own ;  all  the  money  advanced  is  now  all  of  it  the  mozuqr. 
Company's  money.     First,  he  says  two  thirds  were  his  own; 
next  that  the  whole  is  his  own ;  and  the  third  account  is 
that  the  whole  is  the  Company's,  and  he  will  account  to 
them  for  it 

Now,  he  has  accompanied  this  account  with  another  very 
curious  one :  for,  when  you  come  to  look  into  the  particulars 
of  it,  you  will  find  there  are  three  bonds  declared  to  be  the 
Company's  bonds,  and  which  refer  to  the  former  transac- 
tion— namely,  the  money  for  which  he  had  taken  the  bonds. 
But,  when  you  come  to  look  at  the  number  of  them,  you 
will  find  that  one  of  the  three  bonds,  which  he  had  taken  as 
his  own,  disappears,  and  another  bond,  of  another  date  and 
for  a  much  larger  sum,  is  substituted  in  the  place  of  it,  of 
which  he  had  never  mentioned  any  thing  whatever.  So 
that,  take  bis  first  account — that  two-thirds  is  his  own 
money ;  then  that  it  is  all  his  own ;  in  the  third,  that  it  is  all 
the  Company's  money  ;  and  by  a  fourth  account,  in  a  paper  Further 
describing  the  three  bonds,  you  will  find  tl»at  there  is  one  S^Iimnt*"* 
lac  which  he  does  not  account  for,  but  substitutes  in  the  JJ^^'^JISJ 
place  a  bond  before  taken  as  his  own.  He  sinks  and  sup- 
presses that.  He  gives  two  of  these  bonds  to  the  Company, 
and,  to  supply  the  want  of  the  third  which  he  suppresses, 
he  brings  forward  a  bond  for  anotlier  sum,  of  another  date, 
which  he  had  never  mentioned  before.  Then  here  you  have 
four  different  accounts.  If  any  one  of  thcni  is  true,  every 
one  of  the  other  three  is  totally  false.  Such  a  system  of 
cogging — such  a  system  of  fraud — such  a  system  of  nrevari- 
cation — such  a  system  of  falsehood — never  was,  I  believe, 
known  before  in  the  world. 

In  the  first  place,  why  did  he  take  bonds  at  all  from  the 
Company  for  the  money  that  was  their  own.  I  nmst  be 
cautious  how  I  charge  a  legal  crime — I  will  not  charge  it 
to  be  forgery,  to  take  a  bond  from  the  Company  for  money 
which  was  their  own.  He  was  employed  to  make  out  bonds 
for  the  Company— to  raise  money  on  their  credit.  He  pre- 
tends he  lent  them  a  sum  of  money  which  was  not  his  to 
lend;  but  he  gives  their  own  money  to  them  as  his  own  and 
takes  a  security  for  it.     I  will  not  say  that  it  is  a  forgeryi 
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^  '^*^'"*''"''  "j^t  I  ^^^  sure  It  is  an  oiTonce  as  grievous,  because  it  is  a 
cheating  as  much  as  a  forf^ery  could  be — with  this  addition 
to  it,  that  the  person  is  in  a  trust.      He  violates  that  trust; 
and^  in  so  doing,  he  clieats,  defrauds  and  falsifies,  the  whole 
system  of  the  Company's  accounts. 
iiisixpi»ii;i-      I  have  only  to  show  what  his  own  explanation  uix)n  all 
i!n'lt radio- '  thosc  actious  was,  because  it  supersedes  all  observations  of 
tii.us.  mine.     Hear  what  prevaricating  guilt  Stiys  for  the  falsehood 

and  delu.sion  which  had  been  used  to  cover  it ;  and  see  how 
rris4?nt       he  plunges  deeper  and  deeper  upon  every  occasion.     At  this 
Naw^iiof     time,   gooil   fortune — as  good  things  seldom  come  alone — 
iw.otMj/.       fortune  is  kind  to  him,  and,  when  he  went  up  and  had  nearly 
ruined  the  Company  s  affairs  in  Oude  and  Benares,  he  re- 
ceived a  present  of  100,000/.,  or  thereabouts.     He  received 
bills  for  it  in  September,  1781,  and  he  gives  the  Company  an 
account  of  it  in  Januarv,  1782.     I  shall  remark  bv  what 
means  this  account  was  given,  and  the  purposes  for  which  he 
intends  to  apply  it.     He  says  iu  this  letter, — 

il»»"'»"  **  While  t ho  Nab»)h  Vizier  was  at  (*hunar,  an  offer  of  a  very  consi- 

oni^ioVh"  il<'ral»l('  sum  of  nioiu'v  was  iiiadt'  to  mo  both  on  his  part  and  that  of  his 
Piririors.      ministers,  as  a  pri'si-nt.     I   aciTjitod  it    without   hcsitati(m  and  gladly, 

bciii;^  rntiri'ly   di-stitnte  b«»th   of  mrans   and  credit,  whether  for  your 

srrvioe  or  the  relief  t)f  mv  own  necessities." 

My  Lord.^,  upon  that  you  shall  hear  a  comment  made  by 
rfome  abler  persons  than  I.     This  donation  was  not  made  in 
spi'cie  but  in  bills  upon  the   house  of  Goi>al  Doss,  who  was 
•VMntlniM.f  ^  ^  i»ris4)ner  in  the  hands  of  Cheyt  Sing.     After  men- 

orirfriMutii.:  tioning  this,  which  he  said  he  took  for  the  Company  and  for 
their  exigencies,  and  partly  for  his  own  necessities,  and  in 
coiiscipience  of  their  distress,  he  desires  the  Company,  in  the 
moment  of  that  greatest  distress,  to  award  it  to  him,  and 
therefore  he  ends, — 

'*  If  you  should  adjudjrc  the  deposit  to  me,  I  shall  consider  it  as  the 
most  honourable  approbation  and  reward  of  my  labours ;  and  I  wish  to 
owe  mv  fortune  to  vour  bounty.  I  am  now  in  the  fiftieth  year  of  my 
life.  1  have  j)asse«I  thirty-one  years  in  tlie  service  of  the  (^umpany^  and 
the  greatest  part  of  that  time  in  emidoyments  of  the  highest  trust!  My 
conscience  allows  me  boldly  to  claim  the  merit  of  zeal  and  intepritv,  nor 
ha^  fortune  !)een  un})ropitious  to  their  exertions.  To  these  qualities  I 
botnid  my  pretensions.  I  shall  not  repine  if  you  shall  deem  otnem'ise  of 
my  services,  nor  oujrht  your  decision,  however  it  may  disappoint  my 
hope  nf  a  retreat  a<le(piati!  to  the  consequence  and  elevation  of  the  office 
whirli  1  now  jiossess,  to  lessen  my  gratitude  for  having  been  so  lon^f 
]»('i"inittod  to  hold  it,  since  it  has  at  least  enabled  me  to  lay  up  a  provision 
with  which  I  can  l)e  contented  in  a  more  humble  station.*'* 


'  •jptii^  •»    ii^  •*  W\T  "'♦•»■  f»^  tiin  V— ?*i«nce-"  p.  '  W^, 
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Incidentally  your  Lordships  will  observe,  respecting  this  &  Mat  irso. 
letter  and  this  present,  which  he  took  for  himself  and  wanted 
the  Directors  to  apply  to  himself,  the  circumstances  of  his 
condition  of  life  and  his  fortune,  to  which  he  appeals  and 
for  which  he  desires  this  money.  In  1773,  your  Lordships 
remember  that  he  had  said,  and  that  I  stated  to  you  froiu 
himself — that,  if  lie  held  his  then  office  for  a  very  few  years, 
he  should  be  enabled  to  lay  by  an  ample  provision  for  his 
retreat.  About  ten  years  after  that  time,  namely,  in  the 
month  of  January,  1782,  he  finds  himself  rather  pinched  with 
want,  but,  however,  not  in  so  bad  a  way  but  that  the  holding 
of  that  office  had  enabled  him  to  lay  up  a  provision,  with 
which  he  could  be  contented  in  a  more  humble  station.  lie 
wishes  to  have  affluence ;  he  wishes  to  have  dignity  ;  he 
wishes  to  have  consequence  and  rank;  but  he  allows  that  he 
has  competence.  Your  Lordships  will  see  afterwards  how  Refusal  of 
miserably  disappointed  we  are  in  this  hope ;  for  the  court  by®th?""* 
of  Directors,  receiving  this  letter  from  Mr.  Hastings,  did  J>»»^e«*<n»- 
declare  that  they  could  not  give  it  to  him,  because  the  Act  had 
ordered  that  "  no  fees  of  office,  perquisites,  emoluments  or 
advantages,  whatever,  should  be  accepted,  received  or  taken, 
by  such  Governor  General  and  Council,  or  any  of  them,  in 
any  manner  or  on  any  account  or  pretence  whatsoever." 

"  And  as  the  same  Act  further  directs  *  That  no  (iovcmor  (teneral  or 
any  fif  the  Council,  shall  directly  or  indirectly  accept,  receive  or  take,  of 
or  from  any  i)erson  or  persons,  in  any  manner,  or  on  any  accoimt  what- 
ever, any  present,  pjift,  donation,  jfratiiity  or  reward,  pecuniary  or  other- 
wise, or  any  promise  or  engaj?ement  for  any  present,  jfift,  donation, 
gratuity  or  reward,' — we  cannot,  were  we  so  inclined,  decree  tlie  amount 
of  this  present  to  the  Governor  (leneral,  and  as  it  is  further  enacted  — 
''Hiat  any  such  present,  gift,  gratuity,  donation,  or  reward,  accepted, 
taken,  or  received,  shall  be  deemed  and  construed  to  have  been  received 
to  and  for  the  sole  use  of  the  Company.'"* 

Therefore,  they  were  resolved,  most  unjustly  and  most 
wickedly,  to  keep  it  to  themselves.  The  Act  made  it  the 
property  of  the  Proprietors,  and  they  would  not  give 
it  him.  And  one  should  think  this,  with  his  own  former 
construction  of  the  Act,  would  have  made  him  cautious  of 
taking  bribes.  You  will  see  what  weight  it  had  with  him, 
to  stop  the  course  of  bribes  which  he  was  in  such  a  career  of 
taking,  in  every  place  and  with  both  his  hands. 

Your  Lordships  have  now  before  you  this  1 00,000/.,  dis- 


•  Extract  from  letter  of  ibe  Directors  to  Mr.  Hastings,  dated  15th  January* 
1783.— Printed  in  th«  "  Minutes  of  the  Evidence,"  p.  659. 
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■  Hat  itw.  eovcrci]  upOQ  tlio  SUth  of  JAntury.  Vou  find  mysUrrj  und 
Hr.OMt-  concealment  in  every  one  of  Mr.  ilastin;^' dUoovoriec;  aotl, 
iS^pwiSic-  whjoli  ifl  a  ciirioua  part,  this  letter  wns  not  aoDt  to  iha  pourt 
nwu't  Mui  °^  Uireotore  in  tliwr  piWikot,  regukrly,  but  transmitted  by 
jni^  &Ii^'<>r  Fairfax,  onn  of  lua  ogenlSt  to  Majcir  Scott,  anotlier  of 

•oawnT  ^  h'w  ftgeiita,  to  be  dt^livcred  to  the  Company.     Wliy  ?     Your 
L(>rili>hip«  will  jiiil<te   wliether  from  lltat   cireuitouo   mode 
ho  did  Di>t  luttvo  HOtnc  discrutitui  in   \a»  agL-nt  to  diruigv  it 
We  arc  told  ho  did  not;  but  your  Lordships  will  beltGrve 
that  or  not  nccordiiig  to  the  diHcovery  of  tbs  fnct     The 
regular  way.  if  he  was  anxious  to  discover  tliie  to  tlio  I>iifio- 
tors,  would  have  been,  to  send  it  to  the  Dircetore  immediately 
in  the  packet ;  but  he  sent  it  in  a  box  to  an  «g«it,  nnd  tint 
ngeot,   upOD   due  dinorction,  conveyed  it   to  tlte  oourt   of 
iaHit*orua'  I^'rcctors.     And  here  be  tolU  you  aothing  nbout  the  pcnou 
tHjnuufttni  froin  whom  lie  received  it.     I'he  firat  account  of  tSs  finl 
pniHnu       sum  told  them  thut  he  had  tnkcn  n  Huin  whieli  ho  had  Dt) 
n^rvoT       right  to  tako ;  but  ho  dtd  not  mention  tJio  penon.     Thii 
account  tells  vou  be  hnd  taken  a  third  sum  ivbicli  he  had 
no  right  to  take  but  did  take ;    bo  never  tells  you  Crota 
whom  he  received  that,  nor  the  dianoel  tlii-otigh   which  he 
received  it. 
ij^iiL  Ou  the  5lh  of  February  following  lliia  Pniiui  letter,  bo 

■ca^t^  came  down  tu  Calcutta  with  a  mind  itgitatcd ;  all  \\it  hope  of 
iJ'tfiJu^  robbing  Itcnarcs  bud  totuUy  fiiiJed.  The  nroduco  from  rob- 
'"^  bing  the  BcguniB,  in  the  manner  your  LontKhipa  bare  beard, 

was  all  disupatod  to  pay  tiic  arrears  of  the  armies.  Tbcte 
was  no  fund  produced.  He  felt  himself  agitated — full  of 
dread — knowing  that  bis  place  bad  been  threatened  to  be 
taken  away  from  him  several  timcH ;  tltit  he  should  be  called 
Iiome  to  rttnder  an  account.  lie  had  heard  that  iixjuirie 
liad  begun  in  a  menacing  form  in  Parliament,  and,  though  at 
that  time  Hengal  was  not  nlruck  at,  thure  wua  a  charge  of 
bribery  and  peculation  brought  iigainst  Uie  Govornor  of 
Madras*  With  tliis  drond — with  it  mind  full  uf  anxiety  aod 
perturbation— be  writes  n  leller,  as  be  pretends,  on  tlio 
22d  of  May,  1782.  Your  Lordships  will  remark  thai  ho 
came  down  to  Calcutta  from  his  ex])cdition  in  February ; 
tlmt  he  did  not  till  the  22d  of  May  give  any  account  what- 
ever of  these  tr&naoctiona  ;  and  that  this  letter  or  protended 


quire  islo  thr  caiufa  iif  tlie  war  in  the  Cneatit 
vnu  Bppobti^oD  Uio  .'xjUi  of  April.  17SI.  Resoluiion*  c^enmring  Sir  not 
HmntuilA,   PrMidflcl  of  Mwlrat,  «ur«  lOMd  \>j  Uin  IlauK  of  C 
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letter  of  the   22d  of  May  was  not  sent  till  the   16th  of  smayhss. 
December  following.     We  shall  clearly  prove  that  he  had 
abundant  means  of  sending — and  that  by  various  ways — 
before  the  16th  of  December,  1782,  in  which  he  incloses  his 
letter  of  the  22d  of  May,  1782.     These   are   new    disco- 
veries.    They  are  like  many  new  discovered  lands,  exceed- 
ingly  inhospitable,    very   thinly   inhabited,   and   producing 
nothing  to  gratify  the  curiosity  of  the  human  mind.     This  is 
the  letter  of  discovery.     Here  was  the  letter  by  which  his 
breast  was  to  be  laid  open  to  his  employers,  and  all  the  ob- 
scurity of  his  transactions  to  be  elucidated.     It  is  addressed 
to    the   honourable   the   court   of    Directors  ;    dated  Fort 
William,  22d  May,  1782.     He  told  them  he  had  promised  to 
account  for  tlie  ten  lacs  of  rupees,  which  he  had  received, 
and  this  promise  he  says  he  now  performs ;  and  he  takes  that  Mention 
opportunity  of  saying  that  he  can  account  with  them  like-  Sm ofothcr 
wise  for  several  other  sums  which  he  had  taken  at  the  same  JSirecL^ 
time. 

"  This  promise  I  now  perform,  and  deeming  it  consistent  with  the 
spirit  of  it,  I  have  addecl  such  other  sums  as  have  heen  occasionally 
converted  to  the  Company's  property  throiij^h  my  means,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  the  like  ori;{inal  destination.  Of  the  second  of  these  you 
have  been  already  advised  in  a  letter  which  I  had  the  honour  to  address 
the  honourable  court  of  Directors,  dated  2i)th  of  November,  17H(). 
Both  this  and  the  third  article  were  paid  iininedintcly  to  the  treasur}',  !»y 
my  order  to  the  sub-treasurer  to  receive  them  on  the  ('ompany's  account, 
but  never  passed  thrr)Ugh  my  hands,  'i'he  three  sums  for  which  bonds 
weregranti'd  were  in  Hke  manner  paid  to  the  Company's  treasury,  without 
passing  thi-ouj^h  my  hands,  but  their  approbation  was  not  specified. 
Ilie  sum  of  /iO/KM)  current  rupees  was  received  while  I  was  on  my 
journey  to  Benares,  and  applied  as  exi)ressed  in  the  account.  As  to  the 
manner  in  which  these  sums  have  been  expended,  the  reference  which  I 
have  made  of  it  in  the  accompanying  account  to  the  several  accounts  in 
which  they  are  credited,  renders  any  other  specification  of  it  unnecessary, 
iM'siden  that  those  accounts  either  have  or  will  have  received  a  much 
St  Dinger  autiientication  than  any  1  could  give  to  mine.'* 

I  Wish  your  Lordships  to  attend  to  this  paragraph,  because 
it  will  explain  why  he  took  bribes  at  all;  why  he  took  bonds 
for  some  of  them,  as  if  moneys  of  his  own  and  not  moneys  of 
the  Company  ;  why  he  took  bonds  for  these ;  why  he  entered 
Honie  upon  the  Com|>any's  accounts,  and  why  of  the  others 
he  renders  no  account  at  all.  Here  he  gives  an  account, 
and  light  will  beam  upon  you  as  we  proceed : — 

"  Why  these  sums  were  taken  by  me,  why  they  were,  except  the 
second,  quittly  transferred  to  the  Company's  use;  why  bonds  were 
taken  for  the  first  and  not  for  the  rest,  might,  were  this  matter  to  be 
exposed  to  the  view  of  the  public,  furnish  a  variety  of  conjectures  to 
which  it  would  be  of  little  use  to  reply.     Were  the  honourable  court  to 
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r,  M  \^  17VJ.  i|ii(>stii:n  me  upon  tlu'se  ])oiiits,  I  would  answer  that  the  sums  were  taken 
ll.siritl-i  tor  tli(^  ('rMnpjiin's  l>eneiit.  at  times  in  whieh  the  Company  vcrj*  much 
hiiii^*  ir  ikimIciI  tliiMii ;  thut  I  cither  rhoso  to  conceal  the  first  receipts  from  puhlic 
""'JiV'-'i^Vi  ■  ''''"o.sity  by  reccivinpf  honds  for  the  amount,  or  pos«bly  acted  without 
ll^'^I•Vk  tho  any  studied  cU'siirn.  which  my  memory  could  at  this  distance  of  time 
M\.Tal  vi'rity,  utul  that  I  dici  not  think  it  worth  my  care  to  observe  the  same 

nu'an>^  with  the  rrst.  I  trust,  honoumblc  Sirs,  to  your  breasts  for  a  candid 
iutcrprctaTioii  oi'  my  uctioiis,  and  assume  the  freedom  to  add  that  1 
think  niysflf  on  such  u  subject,  on  such  an  ocrasiun,  entitled  to  it.'** 

LoFiv,  niv  Lords  I  You  see  that,  after  the  Directors  liad 
expected  an  cxphiiiation  for  so  long  a  time,  he  says — "  Why 
thcrfc  sums  were  taken  by  me,  M'hy  they  were,  except  the 
:soo(nnl,  (iiiietly  transferred  to  the  Company'a  use,  why 
bonds  were  taken  for  the  first  and  not  for  the  rest,  I  cannot 
tell.  If  thi8  matter  were  exposed  to  view  it  would  furnish 
b.m.i> w^iro  a  variety  f>f  conjectures.  Here  is  an  account  which  is  to 
ImM-'ami  <'x|>lain  tlic  most  obscure,  the  most  mysterious,  the  most 
no!  r..r  evitlentlv  fal>e  and  fraudulent,  account  of  his  transactions, 
aiul  when  a.*^ked  how  he  Ciunc  to  take  these  bonds — how  he 
came  to  use  tliese  frauds — he  tells  you  he  really  does  not 
kiKiw  ;  that  he  might  have  this  motive  for  it,  he  might  have 
another  motive  for  it:  he  wished  to  conceal  it  from  public 
curiosity;  but,  whieh  is  the  most  extraordinary^  he  is  not 
<(uite  sure  that  he  had  any  motive  for  it  at  all  which  his 
meiihiry  can  trace. 

Tlie  whole  of  this  is  a  period  of  a  year  and  a  half;  and 
here  is  a  man  who  keeps  his  account  upon  principles  of  whim 
and  vagary.  One  would  imagine  he  was  guessing  for  some 
motive  of  u  stranger.  He  docs  not  know  why  he  came  to 
take  bonds  for  money  not  due  to  him,  and  ^hy  he 
enters  some  and  not  others:  he  knows  nothing  of  these 
tliin<rs.  lie  begs  them  not  to  ask  about  it,  because  it 
will  be  of  no  use.  "  Your  foolish  court  of  Directors  may 
conjecture  and  conjecture  on.  You  are  asking  me  why  I 
took  bonds  to  myself  for  money  of  yours — why  I  have 
cheated  you — why  I  have  falsified  my  account  in  such  a 
manner — I  will  not  tell  you."  The  satisfaction  he  gives 
them  is  without  mentioning  the  persons,  the  times,  the 
occasions  or  motives,  for  any  of  his  actions.  He  adds — 
"  and  that  I  did  not  think  it  worth  my  care  to  observe  the 
same  means  with  the  rest."  For  some  purposes  he  thought  it 
necessary  to  use  the  most  complicated  and  artful  conceal- 


*  Letter  of  Mr.  Ilastinfrs  to  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  coort  of  Dirocfon, 
.p«,wi  <>or*'i  M«^v.  y^^*^     i'H»**«»<i  w  ^h**vA^  p.  m^ 
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mcnts;  for  some  he  could  not  tell  what  his  motives  were  ;^  »Uy^i789. 
and  for  others,  tliat  it  was  mere  carelessness.  Here  is  the  ~^ 
exchequer  of  bribery  !  Have  I  falsified  any  part  of  my 
original  stating  of  it?  An  exchequer  in  which  the  man 
who  ought  to  pay  receives ;  the  man  who  ought  to  give  a 
security — the  man  who  ought  to  take  an  account —says  he 
has  forgot, — which  makes  me  say  oblivion  was  the  remem- 
brancer— and  that  it  will  be  of  no  use  to  inquire  into  it. 
This  is  the  manner  in  which  the  account  of  near  200,000/. 
is  j»iven  to  the  court  of  Directors ! 

You  know  nothing  in  this  business  that  is  any  way  dis-  Conceal. 
tinct,  but  a  premeditated  design  of  concealment  of  his  tran-  SaSLualona 
sactions:  that  is  avowed.  But  there  is  a  serious  thing: — ilfe"coin"^' 
Who  were  the  instruments  of  his  concealment?  No  other,  i^"y!««^ 
my  Lonls,  than  the  Company's  public  accountants.  He  says 
the  money  was  given  into  his  hands  as  the  ])ublic  money. 
That  very  same  accountant  takes  that  money,  knowing  it  to 
be  pretended  to  be  taken  for  the  Company's  account :  he  sees 
Mr.  Hastings  make  out  bonds  to  himself  for  it.  See  what  a 
confederacy !  He  sees  him  make  out  bonds  for  sums  for  bribes 
taken,  and  Mr.  Hastings  makes  him  enter  him  as  creditor ; 
when,  in  fact,  he  was  a  debtor.  He  gives  him  bonds,  when 
he  ought  to  have  taken  them.  This  proves  that  he  is  guilty 
of  fraudulent  and  corrupt  acts,  covered  by  false  representa- 
tions, which  are  not  false  by  collation  with  anything  else, 
but  false  by  collation  of  themselves.  But  he  debauches 
the  Company's  accountant.  He  makes  him  first,  in  secret, 
receive  these  bribes,  and  afterwards  enters  Mr.  Hastings 
publicly  as  their  creditor,  and  taking  bonds  as  their  creditor, 
when  he  ought  in  reality  to  appear  there  in  the  character  and 
description  of  debtor.  This  is  the  account.  And  in  this  in- 
solent, saucy,  careless,  negligent  manner,  a  public  accountant 
like  Mr.  Hastings — a  man  bred  up  a  book-keeper  in  the 
Company's  service,  who  ought  to  be  exact,  ])hysically  exact, 
in  account — has  not  only  been  vicious  in  his  own  account, 
but  made  the  public  accounts  vicious  and  of  no  value.  Look 
at  the  account  Mr.  Hastings  received  three  bonds :  for 
what?  For  money  he  advanced  to  the  Company.  Look 
into  the  accounts :  he  received  tliree  bonds  for  money  that 
wa*j  theirs.  Here  are  circumstances  that  make  the  guilt  of  a 
forgery  aggravated  by  a  breach  of  trust,  and  falsifying  the 
Company's  accounts. 

There  is  in  this  account  a  curious  circumstance  with  regard  interval 
to  the  deposit.     He  states  that  he  had  made  a  deposit  of  this  ^•''^**"  *^* 
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fi  WvY  K*»o.  sum  of  money,  to  winch  he  referred  in  hia  first  paragraph  of 
iii>ilii^tof  his  lottor  of  the  29th  of  Novomber.     He  states  that  it  was 
hai/th"'*^     thou  niath^ ;  that  it  then  passed  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Larkins, 
ii:imUi.rthc,,|j  (|^»  \^\^  of  Jiiiio.    It  (lid  po  :  but  what  i^  the  con-'^equence ? 
niiii  .i.irvnrOii  the  l.-t  ol  fliinc  tins  money  passes  mto  the  hands  or  Mr. 
i.cJ'un'tl.      Larkin^,  and   it  is  not  entered  in  the  (.'ompanyV  account  till 
Xovenibtr  fullowino:.     Now,  in  all  that  intermediate  space 
wIh'H'  was    ii  y    -what   account  was   there    of  it  ?       It    was 
entirclv  a  secn-t   between   Air.   Larkins  and   Mr.  Ilastini^s, 
with«»ut  a  possibility  of  any  one  discovering  particulars  rela- 
tive* to  it.     Here  is  an  account  of  2()0,0()0/.  received,  juggled 
hot  wren  the  accountant  and  him,  without  a  trace  of  it  appear- 
i!i<^  in  the  (>>mj>nnyV  books.    Some  of  those  Committees,*  to 
whom,  for    their  diliii^enco  at  least,  I  must  say  the  jniblic 
linvo  sonic  obli^j^atioii,  and  for  which  they  ought  to  have  some 
iinlultr<Mico,  cx:imininij  into  nil  those  circumstances,  sent  for 
tln'  t  'om|)a'iy's  b(K)ks,   when  they  heard  that   Mr.  Hastings 
had  (K'po-ited  a  sum  of  money  in  the  hands  of  the  Company's 
sul)(re;i>nnr  in  t!»e  month  t)f  June.     Thev  looked  over  the 
book-s,  and  tlicy  did  not  liiid  the  least  trace  of  any  such  sura 
of  monev,  ami  not  anv  accounts:  nor  could  there  be,  because 
it  was    not    ]»aid    to    them    till    November   following.     The 

wiuMiat       accountant  had  rrreivcl  the  mcmev,  but  never  entered  it  from 

III  * 

lyrr/i. i.h" M ,1  dunt*  till  Novonjbi'r ;  then  at  last  have  we  an  account  of  it? 

hu'^'mliit*'  Was  it  then  entered  regularly  upon  the  Comi)any's  account? 
Nu  such  thing:   it  is  a  deposit. — 

••('an-icd  ti)  tin*  (invrrnor  (umiMurs  credit,  in  the  li'rh  page  of  the 
ilrpnsits'  jiiiniiril  (»r  17^t).  l?!^!,  [Mohrs  of  sorts  which  had  been  coiiie*! 
in  thr  mint  jinl  pmdurrd.  ns  per  '^ii^  and  \\b\)  pa^es  of  the  i.'onijuiny's 
j^iniial  jnuriijil  v\'  \'i'^\-^\.  fj'»ld  niolirs,  I2,S(il  12  11,  or  Calcutta  siccAS, 
'2S):k1^^  W  I':  P.aiia.  K*.  pi-r  ( ent.,:<2,!>2(i  3  6;  total,  2,;m,7 15  2  a"]t 

My  Lords,  when  this  acc<nint  comes  at  L\st — when  this 
mn-.ey  tloes  cmertro  in  the  public  accounts — whose  is  it? 
Is  it  as  the  Company's?  No:  Mr.  Ilastin{i:s'.  And  here, 
notwith'-tandinir  tlie  obscure  account  in  Xovembci',  if  the 
Directors  had  chiimed  and  called  for  this  affinity  to  an  anec- 
d(ite~  if  thev  had  called  for  this  anecdote  and  examined  the 
aecnunt — "Come,  Mr.  Hastings,  let  us  see  where  this  money 
is!" — they  would  find  two  lacs  and  upwards ;  but  it  is  Mr. 
Ilastinns*  money  not  the  Company's:  it  is  carried  to  his  credit 


•  The  Sc'U'Ct  and  Secret  Committees  appointed  in  the  yc.ir  1781,  to  inquir- 
•»*••>.  affairs  of  the  India  Con>j>any.     See  Introduction,  p.  xv\ii. 
•■  T**?^*''.*'  5n  tb**  **  "Minut«*s  oJlb**  F-vi'i«T««"  **  *•  1115 
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And  in  this  manner  he  hands  over  this  sum,  telling  them,  s  mat  1799. 
on  the  22nd  of  May,  that,  not  only  the  bonds  were  a  fraud,  nisi^oua 
but  the  deposit  was  a  fraud,  and  that  neither  bonds  nor -55^^^^;?^}**^ 
deposit  did  in  reality  belong  to  him.  Why  did  he  enter  it  ^Jj^.f'is'' 
at  all?  Then,  afterwards,  why  did  he  not  enter  it  as  the  him. ^  ^ 
Company's  ?  Why  make  a  false  entry — to  enter  it  as  his 
own  ?  And  how  came  he,  two  years  after,  when  he  does  toll 
you  that  it  was  the  Company's  and  not  his  own,  to  alter  the 
public  accounts — to  make  them  correct  and  regular  ?  Then 
why  did  he  not  say,  at  that  time,  when  ho  pretends  to  be 
opening  his  breast,  from  whom  he  received  it,  or  state  any 
thing  to  give  light  to  the  Company,  that  they  might  say  here 
"  you  ought  to  receive  it" — there  "it  may  be  oppressive  and  a 
dreadful  example" — supposing  they  had  a  power  of  dispensing 
with  bribes  at  pleasure  or  dispensing  with  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment at  pleasure  ?  The  public  accounts  could  not  convict 
him,  and  the  letter  he  writes  informs  them  of  nothing,  but 
is  the  complctest  obscurity.  He  tells  them  he  cannot 
account  for  his  motive ;  he  can  account  for  nothing ;  but 
there  was  a  sum  of  money  which  he  entered  in  November 
and  which  he  ought  to  have  entered  in  June,  and  which 
when  he  enters  it  he  enters  falsely ;  and  so  he  claims  merit  in 
a  bold  way  for  discovering  to  them  that  he  had  falsified  the 
Company's  public  records ;  that  he  had  taken  three  bonds 
as  his  own  which  three  bonds  were  theirs ;  that  he  had  first 
given  them  an  account  of  two  parts  of  the  money  being  his 
own  and  a  third  theirs,  and  afterwards  takes  the  whole  as 
his  own.  Afterwards  he  declared  that  the  whole  was  theirs; 
and  lastly  comes  an  account -the  fourth  account — by  which 
it  appears  that  two  thirds  was  theirs  and  one  third  his. 
But,  in  order  to  make  the  balance  even,  he  throws  them  in, 
gratis,  another  bond,  which  they  had  never  heard  of  before, 
but  which  was  taken  in  the  same  collusive,  scandalous, 
manner ;  and  they  are  at  last  entered  and  confessed  to  be 
theirs. 

I  have  only  to  state  that  this  was  a  letter  pretended  to  be  Lctterof  the 
written  on  the  22nd  of  May,     In  this  letter,  your  Ijordships  slrrring  ex?^' 
will  observe  that  he  thinks  it  his  absolute  duty — and  I  wish  i'^dSahllfng 
to  press  this  to  your  Lordships,  because  it  will  be  necessary  d^J.^^c  "fthe 
in  comparison  hereafter — that  he  considered  it  as  his  duty  Directors 
to  lay  oi)en  all  their  affairs  to  them,  to  give  them  a  full  and 
candid  explanation  of  his  conduct,  which  he  confesses  he  is 
not  able  to  do. 
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r.  MiY  I7s:i.      *'  I  trust,  llunourablc  Sirs,  to  your  breasts  for  a  candid  intorpretattim 
—        uf  mv  urtiDHfl,  niitl  uiisuiiie  the  frcedum  to  add  that  I  think  mvsclf,  tm 
such  a  .suhjrrt,  on  siioh  un  occasion,  entitled  to  it." 

That  is5 — *'  I  liavc  taken  many  bribes,  have  falsified  your 
Mccoiiius,  have  reversed  the  principle  of  them  in  my  own 
fiiVDur.  1  nt»\v  discover  to  you  all  these  my  frauds,  and 
think  myself  intitled  to  your  confidence  upon  this  occasion." 

If  all  the  principles  of  diffidence — if  all  the  principles  of 
distrust — nay  more,  if  all  the  principles  of  conviction  of 
premeditated  fraud  and  delusion — could  in  any  case  intitle  a 
man  to  the  severest  punishment,  they  would  in  this,  in  which 
ho  says  he  ludds  himself  upon  this  occasion  to  be  intitled 
ti)  their  etmfiden(»e  and  trust.  If  any  of  your  Lord-^hips 
had  a  steward,  who  told  you  he  had  lent  you  your  own 
mtuiev  and  had  taken  bonds  from  you  for  it,  and  afterwanls 
told  you  that  that  numey  was  neither  yours  nor  his,  but 
(•xt«»rted  from  vour  tenants  bv  some  seandalous  means,  I 
>liould  be  <^l:ul  to  know  what  your  Lordships  would  think  of 
sueh  a  ^teward.     He  savs, — 

'"  I  will  take  the  freedom  to  add«  that  I  think  myself,  on  such  a  sub- 
jfct,  oil  such  an  «)C('asion,  entitled  to  your  confidence  and  tnist." 

You  ob.-ervc  in  him  a  sort  of  a  cavalier  expression  in  this 
aeoount.  Vou  would  have  thought  that,  instead  of  possessing 
the  ri^oiu-  and  severity  of  an  accountant — a  bookkeeper — he 
had  been  readinix  some  sentimental  letters.  There  is  a  sort 
of  novel  air  that  runs  through  all  this,  that  adds  to  the 
ridienle  and  nausea  of  it — sueh  as  oxymel  squills.  There 
is  something  nauseous — something  to  strike  you  with  horror 
for  the  vlllany  of  it;  something  to  strike  you  with  contempt 
for  the  fraud  of  it ;  and  something  to  strike  you  with  utter 
(lisiTust  for  the  vile  and  bad  taste  with  which  all  these  base 
ingredients  arc  assorted. 
N<.iiMMiti..n  Your  Lordships  will  see,  when  this  account  comes  before 
ihnnmh^''  y^u,  whieli  is  Subjoined  to  this  unaccountable  letter,  that 
L'hiTl'i .  there  is  not  one  sint^le  syllable,  from  one  end  to  the  other, 
iiion.y  Hai  exeept  l)y  a  reference  that  appears  m  another  place  to  one  ot 
the  articles,  not  one  account,  though  the  Company  had  desired 
the  information,  of  the  channels  through  which  he  got  theni. 
There  is  not  the  least  light  or  glimpse  given  upon  this 
occasion.  We  have  discovered  since  whom  he  got  them  from, 
and  your  Lordships  will  be  struck  with  horror  when  you 
hear  '^^.    T'ms  letter  was  written  upon  the  22nd  of  May.    He 
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id  quite  ehocked  to  find  he  had  no  opportunity  of  discovering  5  May  itso. 
it,  though  he  thought  himself  bound  to  do  it :  he  does  not 
send  the  account,  which  had  been  delayed  two  years  nearly 
for   some   of  the  articles.     On  the   16th  of  December,  he  Mr.  Hast- 
writes   a  letter   to    tell  why   he  did  not  send  that  former ofUiowMT 
letter ;  but,  finding  himself  in  great  distress,  he  gets  Mr.  eiJJkUuSi^''' 
Larkins,  wlio  was  his  agent  and  instrument  in  falsifying  the  t»>^^ «i«ia;V in 
Company's  accounts,  to  swear  that  this  letter  was  written  of  tho  2:!iui 
upon  the  22nd  of  May,  and  that  he  had  no  opportunity  to    *^* 
send  it  but  by  the  Lively.     It  afterwards  appeared  that 
there  were  many  opportunities  to  send  it.     He  might  have 
sent  it  by  the  Kesolution.     He  felt  himself  in  an  awkward 
situation,  because  he  found  that  the  Parliamentary  inquiry 
might  have  got  from  him  this  notable  discovery,  contained 
in  the  letter  of  the  22nd  of  May,  "  I  do  not  fear  the  conse- 
quence of  any  Parliamentary  inquiry.**     He  need  not  fenr 
the  consequence  of  any  Parliamentary  process,  if  it  pro- 
duces no  further  discovery  than  those  your  Lordships  have 
in  the  letter  of  tlie  22nd  of  May. 

Now,  here  is  a  very  curious  letter  which  I  wish  to  have 
read,  for  some  other  reasons  which  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to 
notice.  But  one  principal  recison  is,  to  show  that  he  held  it  to 
be  his  duty  to  give,  and  thought  it  to  the  last  degree  dishonour- 
able not  to  give,  the  Company  an  account  of  those  secret 
i)ribes.  He  thought  it  would  reflect  upon  him  and  ruin  his 
character  for  ever  if  it  did  not  come  voluntarily  from  him, 
but  extorted  by  terror  of  Parliamentary  inquiry.  This  is 
his  letter  of  the  16th  December,  1782:— 

**  The  delay  is  of  no  public  consequence,  [but  it  has  produced  a  situa- 
tion which,  with  respect  to  myself,  I  regara  as  unfortunate ;  because  it 
exj>oscs  me  to  the  meanest  imputation  from  the  occasion  which  the  late 
Parliamentary  inquiries  have  since  furnished,  but  which  were  unknown 
when  my  letter  was  written,  and  written  in  the  necessary  consequence  of 
a  promise  made  to  that  effect  in  a  former  letter  to  your  honourable  com- 
mittee, dated  2()th  January  last.  However,  to  preclude  the  possibility 
of  such  reflections  from  affecting  me,  I  have  desired  Mr.  Larkins,  who 
was  pri^-y  to  the  whole  transactions,  to  affix  to  the  letter  his  affidavit  of 
the  date  in  which  it  was  written.  I  o>vn  I  feel  most  sensibly  the  morti- 
fication of  being  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  using  such  ])recautionH  to 
guard  my  reputation  from  dishonour.  If  I  had  at  any  time  possessed 
that  degree  of  confidence  from  mv  immediate  employers,  which  they 
never  withheld  from  the  meanest  of  my  predecessors,  I  should  have  dis- 
dained to  uae  these  attentions.  How  I  have  drawn  on  me  a  different 
treatment  I  know  not ;  it  is  sufficient  that  I  have  not  merited  it.  And 
in  the  course  of  a  serxice  of  thirty-two  years,  and  ten  of  these  employed 
in  maintaining  the  powers  and  (fischarging  the  duties  of  the  first  oflice 
of  the  British  Government  in  India,  that  honourable  court  ought  to 
know  whether  I  possess  the  integrity  and  honour  which  ore  the  first 
VOL.  Ih  K 
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%  >f  *v  i:vi.  inpii^i'c-^  .il'vii..}!  ii  s  \\\.,n.  W  I  waiiifl  rliosc,  liny  have  affnnlpil  me 
Iiui  fiiii  jHiv.rirnl  i'l. « Hill .  >  to  'iijijirvss  the  iiilVirinatiuii  whitli  I  liO'.v 
<i:ii\r\"  tt»  flii-M  tnr.i!.-!i  vnr.,  nnrl  t«i  npj»if»jt:-iat('  to  my  own  iisv  the 
sii!ii«.  wliiili  I  liavi'  uinaflv  ia««-i'<l  to  th'-ir  cuHlit.  Iiv  the  nnwcirthv.  anrl. 
|i:ir.l.in  iiir  if  I  .nil.  •l:inir«i"«Mis.  rsfU'ctiini-.  whifh  they  have  pnssea  iip«m 
nil',  for  fhr  tlr^i  (MU'.iiMmi.  i'".  iii  tf  this  kind  ;  nml  your  own  fvjierienrt? 
uilUuii^.  <Mo  yoii  that  fhii.'  v.i*  ]k'isoiis  \vh(»  woiihl  jirofit  I )y  such  a 
wjirniii}^.  I '|Min  till' v.liol"  (if  tli!**-'  transactions,  whicli  to  yon  who  are 
iici  u>iointtl  tt»  \'u\v  l»nsiM»<K  in  an  oOhial  and  iTijnIar  li«jht,  may  a|i|»f»3r 
nopri'ctili  n;«Ml  if  not  impn'jHr.  i  ha\c  hvit  a  i'vw  short  remarks  to 
>u^"4C'«l  to  \ii!ip  I-  nsitliraiioii.  If  1  apnt-ar  in  any  nnt'avounihle  liirht  by 
til!--,-  traiwu'tii>M»-.  I  n-^iiio  tlu*  <'«::ii;:;on  anl  Uyal  sicuiiiy  of  tlinsf  who 
(■iiiMinlf  crim*  s  or  trrors.  I  nin  irady  to  answer  every  j>art!eular  question 
tint  niayhejMit  a',"iinst  njyself.  upon  honour  or  upon  oath.  Thesoiirecs 
fioin  wiiiih  thi-^v'  rrliifs  to  the  ]»iil»lic  •^civiee  have  eome  woidd  never 
h  ivc  yiclcliil  tluin  io  the  Cunipaiiy  puhlickly  ;  and  the  e.vi^rcniies  of  your 
.i'i\i.«'  lAJu'i  m-irs  ( :i:»ti«l  l>v  tlu-  (ApoHiiinn  of  vonr  affaii.s  and  faction  in 
your  riMiiiril-  i  'piiifl  ti5o<»c  >iip.j'li«'5.  I  i-ould  have  e»)nee::led  them.  ha»l 
1  had  :•  wri-OL' r.:""i« .",  tn.Ti  yon:s  !o>d  the  pnldie  eye  for  ever;  and  I 
•n  now  till,  the  <i-iii  ulfi^i  ti»  v»-hirh  a  spj;!!  of  injustice  may  suhjcct  ire 
\nv  i:i\  c  Old  'in*  and  a\owal,  an*  *iivii\  T  tlian  any  jjossilde  inconvenience 
lliat  c-nuld  hi'.vi- a'li  :i  !rd  tli  •  conccalni;  nt,  c\«'c|>t  the  dissatisfaction  of 
my  i»\vn  mind.  Tni-..'  .'iliicidti-.N  arc  hut  a  few  of  those  which  I  l-iiv*: 
^ulhi.  1  in  vt-nr  -  !\i--  .  T:'.'  :{:.]»lan-o  of  mv  own  brea-st  is  mv  surest 
rcwaid.  and  wa«*  ll>f  ^ii;);niri  uf  n\y  mi-'d  in  meetni«f  them.  Your 
a|  plan-.-.  ;»'id  thai  ••!  "iv  (unniiy.    jirc  my  nc\t  wi?»h  in  life."''" 

liisrhiiiit..      My  lionls.  yo'.Mvill  olr-^iTvo,  tit  the  011(1  of  this  letter,  a  man 

iVnil.V  n'V.'X  «l<-'''':»J'hiir  tlin^  III-'   fiivt  jipphiu^^e  is  from  his  own  breast,  and 

'••.'••'',  ,    thoiu'Xt  i.<  ilu' Mppl:in~(»'(d'hi- (Miiidoversl.  lt(»verv<inix  till:?,  and 

ill*.'  1"-         takiiiLr  tl.c'ir  ;ijH)l:ni-o  ii:  j;t,  on  v.  li:it  (loe."*  lie  {jrniiiul  his  hope  of 

their  :i|»|d:iiiM'y  AV;l-  it  fnnii  liis  former  eniid net  ?       No;  for 

lie  says  llmt  coiidnct  had  repeatedly  met  with  their  disapproba- 

licui.       Was  it   ill   eoiiseijueiice  of  the  eonfidenee  he  knew 

tlu'V  had  i?i  him  {      No  :  for  he  savs?  they  i^ave  more  of  their 

eoiifidciice  to  the  meane.^t  of  liis  prcdceess(u\s.       Your  Lord- 

^hins  observi-  the  style  of  insolent  e  he  constantly  uses  with 

n-^xard   to  all   mankind.      Lord  Clive  wjis  his  predecessor, 

(iovernor  ('artier  was  his  pred<'Cessor,  (lovernor  V^erelst  was 

lii-i  predeeessor,"  every  nr.m  of  them  as  pooil  as  him, and  yet  he 

<avs  thev  liad  '^iven  more  of  their  eonlidence  to  the  meanest 

»  »  • 

td'  his  predecessors.  What  was  to  intitle  him  to  their 
ajjphuise?  A  clear,  a  full,  explanation  of  the  bribes  he  had 
taken.  IJrihes  was  to  be  the  f(»undation  of  his  confidcnec, 
and  th(»  clear  explanation  of  them  was  to  intitle  him  to  it. 
Stran•^'  «rround<  to  build  confidence  on — the  rotten  con- 
(ideni-e  of  corrn[dion  I      A  very  strange  cause  to  accompany 
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it — the  infamy  of  avowal !      But  more;  when  he  pretended  5  m\y  i789. 
to  make  a  discovery  of  it,  he  makes  no  discovery   at  all.  vntt^ed 
Your  Lordships  have  seen  his  discovery,  which  I  have  not  SS*]^'-l;;^ 
taken  ui>on  me  to  state,  but  have  read  his  own  letter  on  the 
occasion.     Have  you  at  this  moment  any  light  broken  into 
you  upon  this  matter  ? 

What  does  he  say  to  the  Directors  ?  He  looks  upon  them  ins  rpsont- 
as  a  set  of  low  mechanical  names — a  set  of  low  bookkeepers.  Sirectora'"^ 
ne  says,  ofauw*. 

count. 
"  Upon  the  whole  of  the  transactions,  which  to  you  who  are  accus- 
tomed  to  view  business  in  an  official  and  refifular  light,  may  appear  un- 
precedented, if  not  improper,  I  have  hut  a  few  short  remarks  to  suggest 
to  your  consideration." 

You  see  he  himself  is  an  eccentric  accountant — a  Pindaric 
book-keeper — an  arithmetician  in  the  clouds.  If  there  is  no 
precision  in  accounts  there  is  nothing  worth  in  them.  He 
treats  the  Directors  as  low-born  mechanics  and  base  souls, 
who,  in  an  account,  call  for  precision  and  explanation.  '*  I 
know  the  Directors  desired  it.  They  are  mean  people ;  they 
are  not  of  elevated  sentiments  ;  they  arc  modest ;  they  avoid 
ostentation  in  taking  bribes.  I  am  playing  cups  and  balls 
with  them  ;  letting  them  see  a  little  glimprJC,  then  carrying 
them  fairly  away."  Upon  this  he  founds  the  applause  of  his 
own  breast. 

**  Populus  mc  sibilat ;  at  mihi  plaudo 
Ipse  doini,  simul  ac  nummos  contemplor  in  area." 

That  private  plaudit  he  may  have  upon  this  very  business, 
which  is  a  business  of  money  ;  but  the  applause  of  no  human 
creature  will  he  have  for  giving  such  an  account  of  it,  which 
he  admits  to  be  irregular,  uncertain,  problematical ;  which 
they  can  make  neither  head  nor  tail  of.  But  he  despises  us, 
who  are  representatives  of  the  people,  with  regular  officers 
and  reguhir  finance,  for  expecting  anything  like  a  regular 
account  from  him.  He  is  hurt  at  it ;  he  considers  it  as  a 
cruel  treatment  of  him.  He  says — "  Have  I  deserved  this 
treatment  ?"  Observe,  my  Lords,  there  is  no  treatment  in 
the  world  that  had  occurred  to  him  ;  but  they  did,  in  a  way 
shameful  indeed,  abjectly,  lowly  and  pusillanimously,  beg 
of  him,  as  if  they  were  his  dependants  and  not  his  masters, 
to  give  them  some  light  into  the  account.  They  desire  a 
receiver  of  money  to  tell  whom  he  received  it  from  and  how 
he  applied  it.  He  says,  they  may  be  hanged  for  a  parcel  of  no^^»M 
mean,    contemptible,  bookkeepers,  and  that   he   will   give  account. 

K  2 
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:i  May  i7m'.  thcni  no  ;\ccoiint.      He  says — **  If  yon  sue  me" — There  U 

the  j)oiiit :  he  always  takes  security  in  a  court  of  law.     And 

those  peoplo,  to  whom  he  ought,  as  a  faithful  servant,  to 

iXivc  an  account,  who  had  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  specially 

^rauteil    to    hini    the    administration   of  the   revenues,   he 

considers  to  ho  called  upon  by  them  for  an  account  as  a  gross 

atlVont ;    and  then  he  says  he  is  ready  to  resign  his  defence 

and  will  answer  upon  honour  or  upon  oath.     Answering  ujm)!! 

honour  is  a  btran«ie  way  they   have  got  in    India,  as  your 

Lordships  may  sec  in  the  cinu'se  of  this  inquiry.     lie  forgets 

that,  Ik  lUix  the  Company's  servant,  the  Company  may  bring 

a  bill  in  C'lianccry  against  him,  and  force  him  upon  oath  to 

give  an  account ;    but   he  has  not  given  them   light  here, 

hardly,  to  aflbrd  ground  for  a  fishing  bill  in  Chancery.     But 

then  ill'  ?ays,  *'  If  you  call  upon  me  in  a  Chancery  way  or 

by  connnon  law,   I   really  will   abdicate  all  forms   and  give 

you  some  account."     In  C(»nsequcnce  of  this,  the  Company 

<lid  demand  iVoni  him    an  account    regularly,  as  fully   and 

formally  as   if  they   had  demanded  it  in  a  court  of  justice. 

He  positively  rof^^cd  to  give  them  any  account  whatever, 

and  thev  have   lu  vor  had  anv  account,  till  this  very  dav  in 

which  we  speak,  that  is  at  all  dear  or  satisfactory.     And  your 

l-(»rd>hii)s  will   see,  as    I  go   through  this   scene  of  fraud. 

falsill<»ation,  iniquity  and  prevarication,  that,  in  defiance  of 

his  promise  -which  promi>e  tlujy  quote  upon  him  over  and 

over  again     he  has  never  given   them  any  account  of  this 

matter. 

Tiinat.Misto      He  says — an<l  it  is  a  most  alarming  thing — that  by  calling 

tTrnnns'^*  hiiu  to  au  accouut  they  may  provoke  him,-  to  what  ? 

to'ilIIiV '*"^       "'I'o  jipprojiriuti',*' he  siivs,  **  to  my  own  use  the  sums  which  I  have 
t'lfilit.  already  passftl  to  your  credit,  by  the  iimvortliy  and,  pardon  me  if  I  add, 

diiiim-nuis  n-drclious   which  yiui    have    passed   u])on  me  for  the  first 

Cduniiiiniiation  of  thir^  kind." 

They  passed  no  rcHcetion.  They  said  they  would  neither 
piaise  nor  Idame  him  ;  but  presse<l  him  to  account  for  it,  for 
they  conhl  not  understand  it.  And,  I  believe,  your  Lordships 
understand  it  no  more  than  thev ;  for  it  is  not  in  the  com- 
pass  of  human  understanding  to  conceive  or  comprehend  it, 
"  I  may  l)e  temj)ted,  if  you  should  provoke  me,  to  be  not 
the  honest  man  1  am  ;  to  falsify  your  account  a  second  time, 
and  to  reclaim  those  things  again  which  I  have  passed  to 
yonr  credit  ;  to  alter  the  account  by  the  assistance  of 
ii«fl.rtii.iw  ^^^'  Larkins,  and  claim  those  things  again."  What  a 
on  ii;s|.nM or  dreadful  account  this  is  of  his  dominion  over  the  public 
jic'VMiij     ^h^^i    yQ  Jijig  n  pori'QX'  ^i"  oi*pr"ng  *he  Company  s 
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accounts ;  ojz^ain,  that,  having  falsified  tliem  first  in  order  5  3Iay  178O. 
ijo  deceive  them,  and  then  told  them  of  his  falsification  the  com- 
in  order  to  gain  credit  with  them,  if  they  ])rovoke  him  hcP^^***. 
f^hall  take  back  that  credit,  and  make  them  debtors  where  he 
carried  money  to  their  credit.  Here  he  fairly  tells  you  the 
dominion  he  has  over  the  Comjmuy's  iiccounts ;  so  that,  when 
he  afterwards  shall  plead  the  accounts,  we  shall  be  able  to 
rebut  that  evidence, — **  The  Company's  accounts  arc  cor- 
rupted by  you  through  your  agent,  Mr.  Larkins,  and  we 
give  no  credit  to  them ;  bcciiuse  you  not  only  told  them  you 
could  do  so,  but  we  can  prove  you  have  reversed  the  accounts 
where  you  had  carried  money  to  their  account,  and  that 
another  man  might  do  it  if  he  was  provoked  to  it."  What  a 
strange  medley  of  evasion,  pretended  discovery,  real  conceal- 
ment, fraud  and  prevarication,  appears  in  every  part  of  this 
letter ! 

lie  wrote  the  letter  upon  the  22d  of  May;  kept  this  Absence  of 
letter  back  to  the  IGth  of  December;  and  during  all  that  "?ij;*;;J&" 
period  of  time  you  would  have  imagined  he  would  have  jJjiJjmiSS' 
prepared  himself  to  give  some  light  and  illustration  to  those 
dark  and  mysterious  tnuisactions,  and  which  carried  fraud 
upon  the  very  face  of  them.  Did  he  do  so  ?  Not  at  alL 
Ui)on  the  1 6th  of  December,  instead  of  giving  them  those 
clear  accounts^  he  falls  into  a  violent  passion  for  their 
expecting  it.  He  tells  them  they  are  dangerous,  and  he  tells 
them  they  know  who  had  profited  by  it.  So  he  hints  some 
fraud  which  they  had  practised  or  protected,  which  should 
strike  terror  into  their  breasts.  What  weight  that  might 
have  with  them  I  know  not ;  but,  now  that  Mr.  Hastings, 
after  having  given  four  false  accounts,  if  any  one  of  which  is 
true  the  other  three  must  necessarily  be  false,  has  thrown 
the  Company's  accounts  into  confusion,  and  cannot  tell,  as 
he  says  himself,  why  he  did  so  at  last — your  I^ordships 
might  expect  some  satisfaction  from  him  ;  for  the  Directors 
continued,  in  a  humble,  meek,  way,  giving  him  hints  that  he 
owfAit  to  do  it. 

You  have  heard  nothing  yet  but  the  conseciuences  of  their 
refusing  to  give  him  the   present   of   100,000/.,  which  he 
had  taken  from  the  Nawab.     They  did  right  to  refuse  it : 
they  did  wrong  to  take  it  to  themselves.     Now  we  find  him  Discovpry  of 
on  the  river  Ganges,  in  September,  1784.     That  purifying  Kj*^", 
water  of  the  Ganges,  which  expiates  so  many  sins  of  (ientus,  JflJf*"*^'''' 
one  would  think  would  wash   Mr.  Hastings*  hands  a  little 
clear  of  bribery,  and  would  carry  out  the  golden  sand.     As 
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;•  M  vv  M^',^  wo  liavc  known,  in  other  phiccs  they  have  had  a  river  Pactolua", 
that  turiUMl  cvorvthhi^-  into  gold  that  touched  it  ;  and  the 
(iangos,  one  w«»uld  have  expected,  should  wash  oft'  !*oiuc  of 
this  iruilt  tVoni  Mr.  Ilas^tings.  But  after  he  had  been  in 
that  (•  )ursc  ot'  hriburv,  jriviuir  them  no  account  of  it.standinir 
in  uttor  deliance  of  their  authority,  wc  find  him  didcovering 
another  1  tribe. 

Mow  hi're  \<  a  bribe   nixiu  totally  a  diftercnt  princijile, 

upon  his  own  avowal.     It  is  a  bribe  not  pretended  to  be 

taken  for  the  use  of  the  Company;  a  bribe  taken  absolutely, 

H.MiisUs     entirely,      lie  tells  them,   in   that  letter,  that  he  has  taken 

lilinut'iM.i     between  thirty  and  torty  thousand  pounds;  that  he  has  taken 

i.tainit.      \y  without  right,  like  the  fii*st ;  that  he  intend.^  to  apply  it  to 

his  own  purposes  ;  and  insists  upon   their  sanction  for  doin^ 

it.     He  says  he  has  in  vain,  ujwn  a  former  occasion,  appealed 

to    their   honour,    libcralitv  and   o:enerositv :    that   he  now 

appeals  to  their   justice,  and  insists  upon  it  that  they  shall 

derive*  this  bribe  !);•  has*  taken — but  not  tclHiiff  them  from 

wh«»m.  wluMe,  or  (Ui  what  account — to  his  own  use.     First, 

\\v  <l.\sires  t«)  have  (he  bribe  he  had  taken  from  the  Xawab; 

and  now,  he  takes  a    bribe  from  some  anonymous  perscm, 

whieh  he  ealls  vipoii  their  justice  for. 

enio.i'U iu       Your  LtmNhips  remember  that,  in  the  letter   whieh  lie 

i.-iM|H..>r     ^v rote  from  i^itua  on  tluj  'iOth  of  January,  he  there  states 

st;iiiii-.        Ins  rireiimstaMee.-  to  be  pretty  goi>d  ;  that   the  tolcn\V)le  gooil 

cir<Mnn-t:uiees  he  w;'..-  in  had  arisen  from  his  coiitiniiinfr  lontj 

in  their  'rrNict'.     Nov."  be  has  continued  two  veal's  lonjrcr  in 

tlieii"  -ervire..  and  lie  is  reduced  to  beggary,      lie  says, — 

'•  'l'hi.>  i'i  M  MUi,'U'  r\jiin]ili-  «>t' i'  lili-  sju'iit  in  the  accinnulation  of  crores 
fur  y.Jiir  In-mlir,  iiMtl  dnoiiK-tl,  in  its  close, tu suffer  the cvtrcinitynfjirivitc 
w.inf.  iiinl  \o  sink  in  obsciirity." 

lie  thou'.rhl,  in  I77J5*  he  could  have  made  an  exceeding 
Li'ood  fortune  bv  his  ijbice.  In  1781,  he  savs  with  <;nit]tude 
lliat  he  had  made  a  decent  private  competency;  but  in  two 
year-^  after  lie  sunk  to  the  extremity  of  private  want.  How 
does  he  Tvlieve  tlint  ^\aulr  ]>v  lakinir  a  bribe.  And  whom 
d(K's  he  tlesire  thnt  bribe  to  be  given  to? — to  the  Company's 
service ?  No:  all  [jretences  of  the  Company's  service  are 
eonipletrly  gone  ;  he  has  tsikeii  the  bribe  to  his  own  use;  he 
intend-^  to  keep  it  to  his  own  w^^q,  and  he  calls  upon  the 
iiisriaiiu  to  Company  to  give  il.  No  man  has  a  right  to  be  generous  out 
loiiiumj.   ^^|.   .jjujiI^.j.v,    ivo«k1s.       If   taken    without  right,    he  Ciuinot 

justly  appropriate  them  to  himself.     "  ITcn^  I  call  ii2)0n  your 
b'^lJ.'c        '    [f  voii  '.-ne  a  iuc-t    iemaud  up'^n  my  treasury, 
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state  it,  and  I  will  pay  it.     If  it  is  a  deniaiul  upon  my  gcner-  s  5Iay  itm^. 

orfity,  gtale  your  merits,  and  I  will  consider  them."     "  No ; 

I  have  paid  myself  by  a  bribe,  and  I  call  upon  your  justice 

to  restore  it/'     "  To  its  owner?"     "  No;  to  keep  it  myself 

Think  w^hat  a  situation  the  Company  is  in.     I  have  done  a 

great  deal  for  you.     This  is  a  jackall's  portion.     You  have 

been  the  lion  ;  I  have  been  endeavouring  to  prog  for  you.     I 

am  your  bribe  pander — your  factor  of  corruption  ;  exposing 

myself  to  every  kind  of  scorn  and  ignominy,  to  insults  even, 

for   you.     I  have  been  preying  and  progging  for  you.     I 

have  been  going  all  through  the  licentiousness  and  lewdness, 

wading  through  every  dirt  and  corruption  for  your  advantage. 

I  am  now  sinking  into  private  want  and  extremity.     Do  give 

me  this."     "  What,  money ?"  "No;  a  bribe.     Rob  the  man 

who  gave  me  this  bribe  " — for  this  is  his  idea  of  justice — 

**  rob  the  man  who  gave  me  this  bribe  of  his  honest  money, 

or  money  I  extorted  from  him.     Vote  me  " — what,  money  of 

your  own  ?    that  is  generous :    money  you  owe  me  ?  that 

would  be  just.     No — "  money  that  you  neither  owe  me  nor 

that   I  can  claim   from  your  treasury,  but   which   I  have 

extorted  from  another  mjin,  and  I  call  upon  your  justice  to 

give  it  me."     He  says, — 


"  I  am  comiicUcd  to  depart  from  that  li!)cral  plan  which  I  originally 
a(l«i{)tpd,  and  to  claim  from  your  justice — for  you  have  forbid  me  to 
a]>pcal  to  your  generosity — the  discharge  of  a  debt  which  I  can,  with  the 
most  scrupulous  integnty,  aver  to  be  justly  due,  and  which  I  cannot 
sustain.*' 

**  If  any  of  the  Company's  servants  shall  say  1  have  been 
extravagant,  profuse,  it  was  all  meant  for  your  good.  Let  me 
prey  upon  the  country  at  niy  pleasure  :  license  my  bribes, 
frauds  and  peculations,  and  then  you  do  me  justice."  What 
country  are  we  in  where  these  ideas  are  ideas  of  generosity 
and  justice,  which  are  to  be  made  uj)  by  taking  from  other 
men  ?  But  doos  he  tell  you  from  what  men  he  had  robbed,  n^  eonccalH 
what  the  consequences  of  his  bribes  were?  No;  you  would *{J^ g;J'^ of 
have  expected  that  in  this  letter  he  would  have  told  you 
something  of  his  other  bribes,  have  given  some  small  light 
into  these  transactions ;  but,  refusing  or  forgetting,  for  he 
had  a  most  effectual  oblivion — this  Ganges,  like  Lethe, 
causes  a  drowsiness,  ns  you  saw  in  Mr.  Middleton ;  tliey 
recollect  nothing ;  they  know  nothing — '*  Call  for  an  ac- 
count ?*'  he  says,  "no;  it  will  excite  a  variety  of  conjec- 
tures.'*    You  would  have  thought  now  he  had  been  called 
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-.  M  \\^  i7s.«.  upon  to  .^tsito  from  whom  he  took  this  bribe.     No ;  he  ha^ 
not  .-^tatod,  from  that  day  to  this,  whom  he  took  that  money 
iVom ;  hut  we  have  found  it  out,  and  the  way  in  which  wc 
'j'i"''i' ■       found  it  out  is  this: — Mr,  Ha'iJtings  wrote  to  the  court  of 
Vrijirii'i.'  '  Directors  in  the  year  178+,  des^iring  this  money  to  be  given 
".'■^ik-'riuvll.  **»  '»'"*•     ^«*>^*'  1>«  bas  not  toUl  the  court  of  Directors  one 
wonl  of  it.     Hut,  j<uch  is  the  use  of  Parliamentary  inquiries, 
.•*u<,'h  both  to  this  present  age  and  posterity  will  be  their  use, 
if  wt^  ])ursue  them  with  the  vigour  of  the  great  trust  which 
is  impo.sed  justly  upon  us,  and  which  we  bear  not  only  as  an 
imposition  but  vigorously,  that,  if  your  Lordshijis  do  firmly 
administer  justice     upon    this,    you     will   put    an    end    to 
thosi'    frauds  and   prevarications  at  once.      Hut,  that  your 
1-iordships  will  see  it  is  the  diligence  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons in  this  inquiry,  and  which  he  has  the  audacity  to  call 
m.'diot',  which  has  brouglit  to  light  the  only  discovery  we 
h:ive  been  abh'   to  prove  upon  him,  I  will  read  an    extract 
\\\nx\  tliat  stuff,  which  he  has  written  himself,  or  somebody  else 
liAiiiiMu  ,.i»  has  written  for  him,  and  which  he  owns  or  disclaims  just  as 
\V\\'\ul  m    he  ploas(.»s,    when,    under  the  slow  tortures  of   a    Parlia- 
I;'.\',"|,'|J,""''nientary  impeachment  upon  him,  he  discovered   at  last  from 
whom  he  got  the  money. 

'•  'I'lk-  h\<\  pari  of  the  rharire  states  that,  in  my  letter  to  the  court  of 

hircciurs,  i»f  the  J  1st  i'Vbruury  17^^*.  I  have  c-onfessetl  to  have  received 

aiioiluT  sum  of  imnifv,  the  amount  of  which  is  not  declared,  Imt  wliicli. 

fnMM  till*  application  of  ir,  CfUild  not  be  less  than  .'M.tHKV.  stcrlinjr.  &c. 

Ill  llu'  vrar  \7^^,  \y\\vn  I  was  actually  in  want  of  a  sum  of  money  for  my 

priMito  c.\pi'n^i"H,  owiii-'  to  the  Comjumy  not  havinfcat-  that  time  sufficient 

*!'.'."  .ji'"*     '"'^^*  '"  tlu'ir  lri'a>>ury  to  pay  my  salary,   I   bi»rrowcd  three  lacs  of  ni|>ces 

riV.'M  iLija      <»'    l^^.i{>h  Nobkissrij,  an  inliabit^uit  of  Calcutta,  whom   I   desired  to  call 

\ni»ki>M„.     tipun  nicwitli  a  bond  properly  tilled  up.     lie  did  .so,  but  at  the  time  [was 

i^oini»  !o  execute  it  he  entreated   I   w«)uld  rather  accept  the  moncj*  than 

«v\e(Mi!e  the  bond.     I  neither  accepted  the  offer  nor  refused  it;  and  my 

ileteniiination  upon  it  remained  suspended  between  the  alternative  of 

K(  I  y\'^  the  mo!iey  as  a  loan  to  be  repaid,  and  of  takin^^  it  and  applying  it. 

a:i  I  hnd  dtnie  other  sums,  to  the  ('ompany's  use.     And  there  the  matter 

restfd.     11  I  undertook  my  journey  to  Lucknow,  when  I  determined  to 

:ic«M-pt    e    m«)ney  for  the  ('ompany's  u.se ;  and  these  were  my  motives. 

M   viu^  uiade  disbursements  from    my  own  cash    for  services   which, 

tliou^'h  nipiired  to  enable  mc  to  execute  the  duties  of  my  station,  I 

bad   hithei'to  omitted  to  enter  into  my  public  accounts.  I  resolved  to 

iriinbursc  myself  in  a  mode  most  siiitiiblc  to  the  aiiuatiou  of  the  Coro- 

pau\'s  atfairs,  by  char|ring  these  disbursements  in  my  Durbar  accounts  of 

the  present  year,  and  ercditin^  them  by  a  sum  privately  received,  which 

was  tliis  of  Nobkisscn's.     If  mv  cbims  upon  the  Company  were  not 

iounded  in  justice,  and  bond  Jith  due,  my  acceptance  of  three  lacs  of 

iu|)«'i's  from  Nobkissen  by  no  means  precludes  them  from  recovering  that 

:.inii  fr  )ui  me.     No  member  of  this  Honourable  Plouse  suspects  me.  I 
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ho])e,  of  the  meanness  and  guilt  of  presenting  false  accounts.     I  have  5  31  at  i7i>9. 
never  1)cnefite(l  hy  contingent  charges,  or  by  retaining  the  money  of  the 
public  in  my  own  possession  for  my  private  emolument."* 

"  Nobody  suspects  me  of  the  guilt  of  presentinjij  false  lYoof  of 
accounte."  We  do  not  suspect  him  of  presenting  false  ac-  fau!L*^Ssf' 
counts.  We  prove — we  are  now  radically  proving — tliat  he  ^'<**"^*«- 
presents  false  accounts.  We  suspect  no  man  who  docs  not 
give  ground  for  suspicion ;  we  charge  no  man  who  has  not 
given  ground  for  charge  ;  and  we  do  not  attempt  to  bring 
before  a  court  of  justice  what  we  shall  not  decisively  prove 
against  him.  That  puts  an  end  to  all  suspicions ;  that  puts 
an  end  to  all  idle  prattle  of  malice  and  extorting  false  accu- 
sations, or  ill  founded  charges  or  suspicion  of  guilt.  We 
come  here  to  bring  the  matter  to  the  test ;  and  here  it  shall 
be  brought  to  the  test  between  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain  and  this  East  India  delinquent.  He  says  he  has 
never  benefited  himself  by  contingent  accounts.  Now, 
when  he  thus  excuses  himself  for  this  bribe  from  Nobkissin, 
which  he  did  not  discover  at  the  time,  but  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  he  declares  that  he  wants  to  apply  it  to  con- 
tingent accounts  for  his  expenses,  or  for  what  he  pretended 
to  have  laid  out  for  the  Company  for  a  vast  number  of 
years.  This  is  a  letter  to  the  court  of  Directors,  dated  on  {^'J^J^J®^*'® 
the  river  Ganges,  21st  of  February,  1785: —  2iJaiiuary, 

®      ^  •'  '  1785,  dosir- 

"  If  it  should  l)e  objected  that  the  allowance  of  these  demands  would  |",^  J^onpy^ 
furnish  a  precedent  for  others  of  the  like  kind,  1  have  to  remark  that,  to  account 
in  their  whole  amount,  they  are  but  the  aggrep^ate  of  a  continp^ent  account  of  contia- 
of  twelve  years ;  and,  if  it  were  to  become  the  nractice  of  those  who  have  p^5i8c^' 
jmsscd  their  prime  of  life  in  your  service,  ana  filled,  as  I  have  filled  it, 
the  first  ofiice  of  your  dominion,  to  f|[lean  from  their  past  accounts  all 
the  articles  of  expense  which  their  inaccuracy  or  indifference  hath  over- 
looked, your  interests  would  suffer  infinitely  less  by  the  precedent,  than 
by  a  single  example  of  a  life  spent  in  the  accumulation  of  crores  for 
your  l>enefit,  and  doomed  in  its  close  to  suffer  the  extremity  of  i)rivate 
want,  and  to  sink  in  obscurity. **t 

Here  is  the  man  that  has  told  us,  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Unrcason- 
Commons,  that  he  never  benefited  himself  by  any  contingent  the  ciaini. 
accounts,  and  yet,  in  order  to  set  off  against   this  bribe, 
M'hich  he  never  intended  to  api)ly  to  Jiny  current  service  of 
the  Company,  he  was  obliged  to  feign  and  invent  a  service, 
namely,  that  he  liad,  without  any  authority  of  the  Company, 


•  Minmes  of  what  was  offered  by  Warren  Hastings  at  the  bar  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  &c.  Answer  to  the  Eighth  Charge. — Printed  by  Dobrctt, 
1788,  p.  157. 

t  Printed  in  the  "  Minutes  of  the  Evidence,"  p.  1 120. 
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>i\>  17-^0.  sqiiinulorod  away  in  stationery  unil  budgerows,  and  other 
Idle  sorviot»,  a  sum  amounting  to  tliis?.  It  is?  then  for  the 
C'(»mp.iny's  srrvice.  *'  1  have  j^pent  for  the  Company's  scr- 
viee  evi-ry  lhin;j;  I  thought  fit  to  expend  for  tlicir  service. 
I  intended  to  br  generous  at  that  time.  I  intended.,  out 
nf  my  tnvn  j)(»eket;  \o  pay  for  a  tnin;>lation  of  the  code  of 
(lentu  hnvs.  1  was  then  iu  the  priuic  of  my  life,  flowing 
in  money,  and  liad  great  ex[)eetations.  I  :un  now  old.  1 
eaunot  afford  to  be  genen»us.  I  intend  to  take  a  bribe.  I 
will  look  bark  into  all  my  ibrnier  accounts,  pen,  ink,  wax, 
eviiry  thing  that  I  generously  or  prodigally  spent  of  my 
own,  an(l  now  I  make  a  eharge  u[)on  you  for  that  sum  uf 
money,  wlien  at  the  same  time  I  know  you  have  given  a 
nobh*  allowance  to  me." 

Now  supj)i»se  Lord  Cornwallis,  who  sits  in  the  seat — ^and 

I  ho[>e  will  long  and  honoural)ly  and  worthily  fill  the  seat — 

that  gentleman   ])ossessed — su)ii)ose  Lord  Cornwallis  should 

tell  vou  that  near  oO.OOO/.  a  vear  was  not  enough  for  him; 

that  h(?  siiotdd  atterward?  say,  sinking  into  want  and  distress, 

nevrr   having  cMmjdained  of  the  insufficiency  of  liis  salary. 

and  having  but   two  vears  before  said  he  had  saved  a  suffi- 

eient  competency  out  oi"  it.  that  he  was  in  want,  and  justify 

upon  that  want  taking  a  bribe;  then  make  out  a  bill  of  cou- 

tingiMit  expenses  to  cover  it.     Would   your  Lordships  bear 

that  r 

inii-niiin-  ^Ir.  Hastings  has  told  you  that  he  took  this  money  from 

ann'mlt'of"  l^U'i  Nobkissin.      He  wanted  to  borrow  money  for  his  own 

i.'n.l.'a  Uin  "•"^''     '*'0'^  Nobkissin  is  a  banya.      Vou  would  be  Jistonished 

hyin  Null-    to  hear  of  Lrenerositv  in  a  banva.     There  never  was  a  baiiva 

Kiriwiiui     *^"*'    generosity   united   together.      J3ut   Nobkissin  loses  his 

5ii.  M.ivi-     Ixmva  qualiiicfr  at  once,  the  moment  the  li<rht  of  Mr.  Has- 

Uv  N.hiii^.    tings'  iaci'  beams  upon  him.      '*  Here,"  s;iys  Mr.  Hastings^ 

"  1  lune  prc|)ared  bcmds  for  you.''     **'  Astonishing;  how  cau 

you  think  ol'tlie  meanness  of  bonds?     You  call  upon  me  to 

lend  yon  .']4,()i)(>/.,  and  proi)ose  Ixmds  ?     No  :  you  shall  have 

it.      Vou   are  the  Oovenmr  General,  who  have  a  large  and 

amj)le  salary ;  but  I  know  you  are  a  generous  man  and  I 

emulate  your  generosity.     I  give  you  all  this  money.*'     He 

was  <{uite  shocked  at  Mr.  Hastings  offering  him  a  bond. 

My  Lords,  a  Gentu  banya  is  a  person  a  little  lower— a 

little  nv.ire  penurl«>us  — a  little  more  exacting — a  little  more 

craft v  — a  little  more  monev-making — than  a  Jew.     There 

is  not  a  .lew,  in  tlu;  lowest  part  of  Duke's  Place  in  London, 

)i5it  *c  linlf  .^r  r>"afty — half  «o  in'^'^b  a  us"r^r — half  sc  Vnow. 
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ing  how  to  turn  money  to  profit — and  so  averse  to  give  any  6  May  i78». 
money  but  for  profit — as  a  Gentu  broker  of  that  kind.  But 
this  man  at  once  gets  generous,  and  will  not  suffer  a  bond  to 
be  given  to  him ;  and  Mr.  Hastings  accordingly  is  thrown 
into  very  great  distress.  You  see  sentiment  always  prevail- 
ing in  Mr.  Hastings.  The  sentimental  dialogue  between 
him  and  a  Jew  broker  must  charm  every  body  who  has  a 
true  taste  for  the  sentimental  in  pathos.  Mr.  Hastings  does  Acceptance 
not  know  really  what  to  do.  He  does  not  know  whether  he  mouey. 
shall  give  him  his  bond ;  whether  he  shall  take  the  money 
for  his  own  use ;  whether  he  shall  take  the  money  for  the 
Company's  use ;  or  what  he  shall  do  :  but  it  is  at  last  with 
man,  as  it  is  said  of  women — the  woman  who  deliberates  is 
lost — the  man  that  deliberates  about  receiving  bribes  is 
gone.  The  moment  he  deliberates,  that  moment  his  reason, 
the  fortress,  is  gone ;  the  wall  shakes  ;  down  it  comes — and 
that  moment  enters  Nobkissin  with  colours  flying  into  the 
citadel  of  his  honour  and  integrity,  with  drums  beating,  and 
Mr.  Hastings'  garrison  goes  out  with  the  honours  of  war 
very  handsomely — all  for  the  benefit  of  the  Company — and 
he  takes  this  money  from  Nobkissin.  Nobkissin  is  i>erfectly 
satisfied  :  he  gives  him  this  money. 

Mr.  Hastings  took  the  money  with  a  view  to  apply  it  to 
the  Company's  service.  How  ?  To  pay  his  own  contingent 
bills:  says  he — "  Every  thing  that  I  do,  and  all  the  money  I 
squander,  is  all  for  the  Company's  benefit.  As  to  particu- 
lars of  the  accounts,  never  look  into  them :  they  are  given 
you  upon  honour.  Let  me  take  this  bribe.  It  costs  you 
nothing  to  be  just  or  generous.  1  take  the  bribe,  you 
sanctify  it.  I  have  tlie  money  and  you  have  no  expense." 
This  is  the  way  in  which  he  manages  this  business.  But 
the  moment  we  have  got  a  name  we  have  got  a  crime. 
Nobkissin  did  give  him  this  money,  and  did  not  take  l^is  me«raf a*^ 
bonds  I  believe  for  it ;  but  Nobkissin,  we  find,  immediately  district 
afterwards  enters  into  the  management  of  one  of  the  most  Srobkissin 
considerable  districts  in  Bengal.  We  know  very  well,  and 
I  think  I  shall  prove,  how  such  men  i-ack  such  districts ;  and 
we  shall  prove  that  this  money,  which  was  given  to  the  Com- 
pany, as  pretended  by  Mr.  Hastings,  was  exacted  from  the 
mhabitants,  and  that  Nobkissin  fell  as  much  or  more,  I 
believe,  in  arrears — he  fell  however  vastly  in  arrears — to 
the  Company  for  the  money  which  he  gave  Mr.  Hastings, 
Now  you  see  how  it  is  that  Mr.  Hastings  receives  money 
from  the  generosity  of  a  banya.  He  is  full  of  gratitude,  lie 
gives  him  up  a  territory  to  manage,  under  what  name  you 
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entirely  intci  lii.s  ])0\ver. 
riiiiMiM.,,,       »*  Now,"  save  Mr.  llastin<:]'s,  "what  does  it  cost  the  Com- 
Mp.  Ills'.     i)any  ?"     ^^  hy,  it  costs  the   Compiiny  this — and  we    shall 
ilMvuVrli'irill  prove  it — that  Afr.  Hastings  never  took  a  bribe,  but  you 

I'lirir'ai'-"  ^^''"  ^*"*^  ^'*'^^  ^'*^  person  who  gave  him  ihat  bribe  ialls 
.imni ..  either  to  that  amount,  in  a  greater  proportion^  or  some  way 
in  debt  to  the  Company.  And  this  is  a  good  way  to  j>ay 
Mr.  Hastings'  eontingent  accounts — that  he  sends  a  most 
detestable  villian  into  the  country  to  take  the  management 
of  it,  and  who  iUUs  in  arrear  to  the  Company  in  his  accounts, 
'i'his  is  the  way  the  Company  keep  their  servants  from  falling 
into  **  the  extremity  of  private  want ;"  and  there  is  a  pre- 
tended saving  to  their  treasury  by  the  receiving  of  bribes, 
at  the  very  time  that  these  persons  are  falling  just  as  much 
into  debt  to  the  Company.  A  bribe  is  given  on  one  hand 
and  a  balance  accruing  on  the  other.  He  is  always,  sooner 
or  later,  paid  out  of  the  Company's  revenue  ;  for  no  man 
ever  gave  a  bribe,  who  had  any  share  in  the  management  of 
the  Company's  revenues — which  this  Nobkissin  had — that 
dlcl  not  either  extort  from  the  country  to  the  full  amount  of 
his  bribe,  as  he  nuist  do,  or  else  fall  in  balance  to  the  Com- 
pany to  that  amount,  or  sometimes  both.  No  man  ever 
bought  l)y  such  bribes  as  Nobkissin  bought,  in  this  generous 
and  sentimental  intercourse  between  him  and  Mr.  Hsistings, 
that  did  not  fall  in  balance  to  the  Company,  and  pnxlucc 
sueh  calamities  and  distresses  to  the  country  as  I  shall  not 
at  this  moment  attempt  to  describe.  For  othei*s  will  show 
to  y(»u  that  he  never  attempted  corruption  that  blood  did 
not  folloVtT ;  he  never  took  a  bribe,  when  the  Conn>any's 
treasiuT  was  not  exhausted  and  the  country  did  not  suffer. 
AVhat,  di<l  the  court  of  Directors  give  us  information  of 
v.i.KisNiii a  ihls?  No;  we  got  it  in  the  House  of  Commons.  We  then 
thc'c.iil,'.  '  followed  Nobkissin's  accounts,  according  to  the  diligence  in 
''''"•^'  which,  we   trust,  we  can  demand    the    approbation  of  our 

eountrv.     AVe  found  Nobkissin  became  a  defaulter — a  bank- 
rnpt — in  that  year  to  the  Company  ;  and  I  have  no  reason 
to  believe  that,  to  this  hour,  he  has  paid  his  arrears ;  and  the 
very  interest  of  his  deliciencies,  according  to  the  rate  of 
interest  in    that   country,   would    be  more   than  the   bribe 
Mr.  Hastings  has  received  for  the  use  of  the  Comi)any,  or 
as  a  reward  for  the  fidelity  on  which  he  values  himself. 
\'''>;';'M''>ui.       Now  we  shall  go  further,  to  let  you  see  the  course  of  this 
iM'twci-ii       .tic'Prv  and  of  this  discovery.    Mr.  Hastinors.  havinff  written 
•)'i.     offo     ^y\\^  till*  Ooigp^,  tbo  ^'''nirt'  of  Tf^irector*  wrote 
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to  him.     Your  Lordships  are  not  to  imagine  that  the  let-  ^  May  itro. 
ters   are  a  letter  written  and  answer  given,  but  they  are  inps"^  iiio 
writing   to   each   other   at  random.      Mr.    Hastings  writes  ^***^'^*"'*'*' 
nn  account  one  day ;   they  ask  him  something  about  that 
account  another;  he  tells  them  of  a  third  next;  and  a  kind 
of  game  of  hide-and-seek  is  being  played  between  him  and  the 
court  of  Directors.      But  still  the  Directors  are  pursuing 
their  chose,  and  they  insist  at  last  that  Mr.  Hastings  shall 
give  them  some  account. 

I  am  to  tell  your  Lordships  that  the  court  of  Directors,  Demand 
finding  that  some  of  the  committee  of  the  Commons,  while  5SJ!^Mt- 
committees  of  the  House  had  weight,  were  frowning  upon  1)^^^,151^,^ 
them   for  this   collusion   with   Mr.    Hastings,    and   at  last»p«^i«J 
thinking  it  necessary  to  let  the  honest  man  in  the  Company  the  jin>«.iita 
get  some  ascendency,  wrote  a  proper  letter,  which  I  shall  "^*^*^- 
show  your   Lordships,  demanding   from  Mr.   Hastings   an 
exact  account  of  those  bribes  that  he  had  received,  and 
painting  to  him,  in  colours  as  strong  at  least  as  I  paint,  the 
bribery,  the  fraud  and  peculation,  particularly  about  those 
bribes.    They  desire  him  to  give  them  a  satisfactory  account 
about  the  rest,  and  desire  that  this  money — which  does  them 
honour  for  that  moment — which  was  taken  from  the  Nawab 
of  Oude,  should  be   passed  to   his   account.     These   para- Terms  or  the 
graphs  were  prepared  by  the  committee  of  correspondence,  }«rS  ty  Uio 
and,  as  I  undei-stand,  approved  by  the  court  of  Directors, SftiwHougo 
but  never  were  sent  out  to  India.    However,  something  avos  ofCommoiw. 
sent,  which  was  very  poor,  miserable  and  lame  ;  but  still  it 
deserved  some  explanation.     Mr.  Hastings  received  it.     HeMr.nant- 
ncver  answered  it.     He  never  gave  them  the  smallest  expla-  tS^Sn^alJii" 
nation ;  but,  after  he  had  gone  through  all  his  business,  he  hiiinJJ* 
went  up  to  Oude,  upon  the  chase  in  which  just  now  wej»»Y!tu? 
cannot  follow  him.      He  went  up  to  Oude  ;  he  came  down 
again  disgusted,  and  settled  all  his  affairs  for  his  departure  ; 
and  he  came  to  England,  without  ever  giving  them  one  word 
of  this  explanation,  which  he  had  so  often  promised  and  they 
repeatedly  asked. 

Now,  we  have  got  Mr.  Hastings  in  England ;  in  which 
you  will  suppose  there  might  be  some  account  got  from  him. 
He  arrived  in  London,  and  one  would  think  he  would  be 
a  little  quickened  by  a  menace  which  he  has  declared,  in  a 
paper  before  you,  was  thrown  out  against  him  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  that  an  inquiry  should  be  made  into  his  con- 
duct The  Directors,  knowing  this  affair  would  be  likely  to  ix?ttor 
be  chilled  in  question^  thought  it  as  good  gently  to  insinuate  himby  tbv 
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■»  May^i;*!?.  to  liiiii  by  a  letter — written  by  whom  and  how  we  do  not 
DinrioM  know — tb:it  he  ought  to  give  some  explanation  of  these 
arHTai'Tii  accouiits ;  and  tlien  he  wrote  them  a  letter  which  I  sup- 
Knu'hiiHi.      jj^^j.^,  j^    .j^   singular   thing    in    the  conduct   of   the    world; 

wrurruar  which  lijis  no  |):irallol:  not  even  hhnsolf  conld  be  his  parallel 

Vi' Jniv''i:"'.'  "*  ^^^^^'  ^^"  *'"'  ^''^''^^^y  <»*  inventive  folly  working  upon 
c«»nscions  Ljiiilt,  and  throwing  each  other  totally  in  confu- 
si<in,  never  ]>rodnced  such  a  sort  of  fnmdulent,  prevaricating, 
false  h'tter  :is  this  h-tier,  which  is  now  to  be  given  to  you. 

First,  yon  have  ^ciQW  him  at  Patna — at  Calcutta — the 
country  on  the  (iani»es.  Xow  von  j?cc  him  at  the  waters  at 
Cheltenham  ;  and  see  what  lie  has  wntten  to  the  court  of 
Directors  upon  that  occasion.  It  is  a  letter  that  may  be 
con.-idonul  to  e<»niprehend  and  be  a  digest  of  the  former 
letters,  and  all  the  falsity,  fraud  and  nonsense,  that  is  in  the 
whole  of  tlieni.  You  have  it  there  before  von  ;  vour  Lord- 
ships  will  sutler  it  to  be  read — 1  beg  your  patience.  I 
nnist  airknowledge  1  am  in  the  most  diificnlt  of  all  things 
to  explain,  but  much  more  difficult  to  make  pleasant, 
namely,  ihlsity  and  fraud,  pursued  through  all  its  artifices. 
And,  thcrctoro,  as  it  i>  the  most  painful  work  that  ever  was 
to  nnravc^l  fraud  and  ]>revarication,  so  there  is  nothing  that 
more  calls  upon  the  attention,  the  vigilance,  the  patience 
and  the  scrutiny,  of  an  exact  court  of  justice.  Therefore, 
as  von  have  Iiere  almost  the  whole  of  the  man,  do  not  think 
it  too  much  to  hear  a  lettt'r  from  Cheltenham.*  It  is  dated, 
Chelteidiam,  11th  of  tlulv.  1785;  addressed  to  William 
Devaynes,  I-]s<{.  : — 

**  Sir,  -'I'br'  li(iin)ni\lilo  court  of  Diivctors.  in  their  general  lettw  to 
HtMiiral.  l»y  tliv  Surpn-^r,  datcil  tlic  With  oi  March,  17^'^  wert'  pleaswl 
to  fXjircss  their  <l('siiv  ihjit  I  shniiM  inform  them  of  the  periods  when 
v\\k\\  sum  of  lilt'  jMesnuts,  ineiilioiUMl  in  my  address  of  the  --d  of 
M:»y.  17'^-,  ^va'<  rtHcivi'd ;  whiit  \\'ci*e  my  motives  for  withlioldiiii^  the 
scvrral  receipts  fmm  the  kiif»\vU'd^'e  of  the*  (^^uncil  or  of  the  court  of 
Direrlnrs;  and  what  wen*  my  riasrms  for  takinj^  hoiids  for  j)art  of  these 
i^nms  and  fr)r  paying'  other  sums  into  the  treasiirj*  as  deposits  on  my 
own  account." 

His  con-  1  wish  your   Lordships   to  pause  a  moment.     Here  is  a 

rromirn^'*    Icttcr,  writtcu   in  Jnly    1 78.5,  from  Cheltenham.     You  sec 
.uriyiMri.Mi  ||,jit,  from  the  2l)th  oi'  December   1780,  dnrintj  all  the  time 

that  annc-     ,'..«,  ^  .        .  '  i 

n,untwn«     he  was  fXivmg  false  and  prcvaricatmcr  accounts  to  the  court 
of  Directors,  he  was  convinced  in  his  own  conscience,  in  hi;* 


*  The  l"*ter  is  »"*inti"'  at  length  in  the  "  Minutes  of  the  Evidence,"  &c., 
11" 
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own  opinion,  of  the  necessity  of  producing  it ;  yet  they  were  5  May  i789 
never  able  to  get  any  sort  of  discovery  from  him. 

**  I  have  been  kindly  apprizes!,  that  the  information  required  as  above 
is  yet  ex])ected  from  me.  I  hope  that  the  circumstances  of  my  past 
situation,  when  considered,  will  plead  my  excuse  for  ha^nng  thus  long 
withheld  it.  The  fact  is,  that  I  was  not  at  the  Presidency  when  the 
Surjmse  arrived ;  and,  when  I  returned  to  it,  my  time  and  attention 
were  so  entirely  enpfrossed  to  the  day  of  ray  final  departure  from  it,  by 
a  variety  of  other  more  important  occupations,  of  which.  Sir,  I  may 
safely  appeal  to  your  testimony,  grounded  on  the  large  portion,  contri- 
buted b^  myself,  of  the  volumes  which  compose  our  consultations  of 
that  penod  — 

These  consultations  form  matter  of  one  of  the  charges 
that  tlie  Commons  have  brought  against  Mr.  Hastings  ;  that 
is,  a  fraudulent  attempt  to  ruin  the  persons  employed  under 
him,  in  order  to  go  himself  in  their  place  and  to  act  in  the 
secret,  mysterious,  manner  in  which  he  did.  These  are  the 
volumes  of  consultations  which  he  had  written  upon  that 
subject,  to  justify  the  acts  which  he  had  done  there — 

*' that  the  submission,  which  my  resj)cct  wouhl  have  enjoined  me  to 
pay  to  the  command  imposed  on  me,  was  lost  to  my  recollection ;  per- 
naps  from  the  stronger  impression,  which  the  first  and  distant  perusal  of 
it  hod  left  on  my  mind,  that  it  was  rather  intended  as  a  reprehension  for 
something  whicli  had  given  offence  in  my  report  of  the  original  trans- 
action, thnn  as  expressive  of  any  want  of  a  farther  elucidation  of  it." 

Permit  mo  to  remark  upon  this  extraordinary  passage.     A  Pretended 

letter  is  written  to  him,  which  is  a  continuance  of  requesting  i"e,^{JJJ^f 

a  thousand  things  desired  before  and  promised  by  himself ;  tore^nj^ 

and  then  he  .says  he  recollects— observe  his  memory — he  isviousdc- 

not  the   writer ;  he  knows  nothing  of  it ;  he  only  has  an  account. 

obscure  recollection  that  he  thought  it  a  reprehension  rather 

than  a  demand.     Now  a  reprehension  is  a  demand.     When 

I  «iy  to  a  servant  of  mine — "  why  have  you  not  given  me 

this  account  before?"  the  reason  he  assigns  is — *'l  have  not 

given  it  because  I  thought  you  were  railing  at  and  a))using 

me. 

"  I  will  now  endeavour  to  reply  to  the  different  questions  which  have 
l)een  stated  to  me,  in  as  ex})licit  a  manner  as  I  am  a1)le.  To  such  infor- 
mation as  I  can  f^ive  the  Honourable  (lourt  is  fully  entitled  ;  and,  where 
that  shall  j)rove  defect ivc,  I  will  point  out  the  easy  means  by  which  it 
may  be  rendered  more  comi)lete." 

In  order  that  your  Lordships  may  thoroughly  enter  into  this 
letter,  I  am  to  observe  that  it  is  in  conse(iuence  of  a  letter 
which  he  received  at  Bengal,  and  which  he  was  at  last  pre- 
vailed upon  to  give  some  answer  to  at  Cheltenham.  Now 
observe  how  handsomely  and  kindly  these  tools  of  Directors 
have   expressed   themselves   to  him,  and    that  even  their 
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r.  y[K\  17V.I  Imsonoss  and  subserviency  to  him  wii3  not  able  to  draw  out 

.my  sjitisHictitm  tu  his  enoinie!?--lie  gives  none  to  his  friends 

alimit  it.     Tliiy  are  calling  iijion  him  in  con^icquencc  of  a 

|innnise,  which  he  calls  a  reprehension. 

"  Althouj^h  it  is  ii  )t  our  intention  to  express  any  ddubt  of  the  inte- 
urily  tif  tlif  (fovornor  (ifncral.  on  the  contrary,  after  havinur  received 
the  ])iv^cnt^  \vi>  cannot  avoid  expressing  our  approliation  of  his  conduct 
in  hrin^'inu'  tlu-in  to  the  crtMlit  of  the  Company,  yet  we  must  fronfe.ss 
tin*  !»r:it('i?ii'nt  of  thoNO  transactions  aiipears  to  iw  in  many  points  su 
uiilntcUijriMr  that  wo  feel  ourselves  uncKT  the  necessity  of  callinjyr  on  the 
(lovcMior  (ItMUTal  for  an  cx])lanation,  a>(reeable  to  his  promise,  volun- 
tarilv  nui'lf  to  us." 

Xow  there  is  a  demand  upon  liim  ;  this  demand  he  ?ay? 
he  considered  only  as  a  reprehension.  Reprehension  is  a 
stronjrer  mode  of  demand,  lint  here  was  a  direct,  a  positive, 
deinnnd  upon  him,  which  his  memory  furnishes  as  nothing 
hu!  a  reprehension.     He  answers: — 

"  First,  1  believe  I  can  nflirin  with  certainty,  that  the  several  sums 
nu'iitijintMl  in  the  account  transmitted  with  my  letter  above  mentioned 
wcro  rcc(i\c'.l  at.  or  within  a  very  few  days  of,  the  dates  which  are  pre- 
fixed ti)  them  in  the  account ;  but,  as  this  contains  only  the  gross  sums. 
.  ,    .    .       -  and  each  t)f  ihese  was  received  in  different  payinents,  though  at  no  irreat 
iiiucciinicy     distance  ot  tunc.  1  cannot  tlicreforc  assign  a  greater  degrie  of  accuracy 
"'  l«»s  ti»  the  account."-  -Your  Lordships  see,  aft<T  all  these  in(piiries,  and  after 

:u"\iim  .  ^iij^  i^jjj  eoursc  of  vears.  he  declares  he  eaimot  make  his  account  accurate. 
--"  Pu'haps  the  Honourable  Court  will  judge  this  sufficient" — that  is 
this  cx]»lanaiinn,  namely,  that  he  can  give  none — **  for  any  puqiosc 
to  whii'li  their  incpiiry  was  directed;  but  if  it  should  not  be  so,  I  will 
bcix  have  to  ret'er,  for  a  more  minute  information  and  for  the  means  of 
makinj;  any  invest  illation  which  they  may  think  it  proper  to  direct,  re- 
spcctiuj;  the  paiiiiulars  of  this  tnmsaetion,  to  Mr.  Larkins,  your 
.\<*conntant  (icncral,  who  was  privy  to  every  j)rocess  of  it,  and  ]>ossessc?, 
a-  I  believe,  the  original  paper,  which  contained  the  only  account  that  I 
ever  kept  of  it." 

iLfiMsto  Here  is  a  man,  who  keeps  a  bribe  aeeount,  cannot  give 

*'"'•';■         an  account  in  the  country  where  it  is  carried  on.     When 

rrnrnii  ill    you  (»jiii  upou  huii  HI   Jieiigal,  he  cannot  give  an  account 

lu'cause  he  is  in  Hentijal.     Then  he  comes  to   England,  and 

li(»  cannot  <^ive  an  account  there,  because  his  account  is  left 

in  iicnt^al.      lie  kept  no  accounts  himself^  but  his  accounts 

are  in  lieuijjal,  in  the  hands  of  somebody  else.     We  shall  see 

what  that  produced. 

*'  In  thi<;,  each  receipt  was,  as  I  rec^ollect,  specificallv  inserted,  with  the 
name  of  the  person  l)y  whom  it  was  made;  and  1  shall  write  to  him  to 
desire  that  he  will  funiish  you  with  the  paper  itself,  if  it  is  still  in 
being  and  in  his  hands,  or  with  whatin'er  he  can  distinctly  recollect 
concerning  it.'* 

*  Kxtraet  of  a  letter  from  the  court  of  Directors,  dated  16th  March,  1784. 
— i*-*"ted  as  above.  i>.  1149, 
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Here  are  ftccoimts  kept  for  the  Company,  and  yet  he  does  5  May  i7s9. 
not  know  whether  they  are  in  existence  anywhere. 

"  For  my  motives  for  withholding  the  several  receipts  from  the 
knowledge  of  the  Council  or  of  the  court  of  Directors,  and  for  taking 
lionds  for  {Nirt  of  these  sums  and  paying  others  into  the  treasury  as 
deposits  on  my  own  account,  I  have  generally  accounted  in  my  letter  to 
the  Honourable  the  court  of  Directors,  of  the  22d  May,  17B2;  namely, 
that  1  either  chose  to  conceal  the  first  receipt  from  public  curiosity,  by 
receiving  bonds  for  the  amount,  or  possibly  acted  without  any  studied 
design,  which  my  memory  at  that  distance  of  time  could  verify ;  and  that 
I  did  not  think  it  worth  my  care  to  obser\'e  the  same  means  with  the  rest. 
It  will  not  be  exi)ected  that  I  should  be  able  to  give  a  more  correct  explana- 
tion of  my  intentions  after  a  lapse  of  three  years,  having  declared  at 
the  time  that  many  particulars  had  escaped  my  remembrance ;  neither 
shall  I  attempt  to  add  more  than  the  clearer  affirmation  of  the  fact^  im- 
plied in  that  report  of  them,  and  such  inferences  as  necessarily  or  with  a 
strong  probabihty  follow  them." 

You  have  heard  of  that  oriental  figure^  called  a  painche,  ^^l!^^  ^ 
which  is  in  English  a  screw.  It  is  a  puzzled  and  a  studied  iiisiansuago. 
inrolution  of  a  period,  in  order  to  prevent  the  discovery  of 
truth,  and  to  frustrate  the  detection  of  any  frauds.  It  is 
called  in  the  banyan  language  a  painche,  and  if  ever  you  saw 
that  painche  exemplified  in  the  world  it  is  in  this  sentence — 
"  Neither  shall  I  attempt  to  add  more  than  the  clearer  affir- 
mation of  the  facts  implied  in  that  report  of  them^  and  such 
inferences  as  necessarily  or  with  a  strong  probability  follow 
them."  These  are  not  facts  stated,  but  facts  implied  in  the 
rei)ort.  Report  of  what  ? — of  what  the  Directors  declared  they 
did  not  understand.  And  then — the  inference  from  these  im- 
plied facts — the  inferences  that  would  necessarily  follow  from 
them,  or,  with  a  strong  probability.  If  you  have  a  mind  tostudy 
that  oriental  figure  of  rhetoric  called  a  painche,  here  it  is  for 
you  in  its  most  complete  perfection.  No  rhetoricians,  giving 
examples  of  oratory,  have  anything  like  it  that  ever  matched 
this  sentence.  First,  in  May,  1782,  he  forgets  his  motives 
for  falsifying  the  Company's  accounts,  and  he  very  rationally 
draws  such  inferences  as  "  necessarily  or  with  a  strong  pro- 
bability follow  them."  The  inference  is,  "  I  gave  a  clearer 
affirmation  of  these  circumstances  ]^  that  is,  if  I  understand 
it  at  all,  which,  God  knows !  I  no  more  pretend  to  do  than 
Don  Quixote  did  those  sentences  of  lovers  in  romance 
writers  which  he  said  it  made  him  run  mad  to  attempt  to 
discover  the  meaning  of, — "  why,  you  call  upon  me  for  ac- 
counts now,  three  years  after,  which  I  could  not  give  you 
then :  I  cannot  give  them  you.  And,  as  to  papers,  I  do  not 
know  whether  they  exist    Perhaps  you  may  know  something 

VOL,  IL  L 
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5  May  i7^'.».  of  thorn  ;  |)crlKi]>Hi  ytui  may  not.  I  can  nrivc  you  no  account 
ol'  tlicni:  l)ut  I  will  write  to  Mr.  Larkins,  if  you  ploa.-e.'' 
Now  v«»ii  will  sri\  (Munimrini'  this  with  his  other  accounts, 
what  a  monstrous  sohcnu*  he  h»is  laid  of  fraud  and  conceal- 
ment to  cover  \\i6  peculation. 

*•  1  liavc  sn'nl  tliat  the  ihvvv  first  sums  of  tho  ar^rount  wore  \}Vlu\  into 
\hv  ('iiinir.mv's  triMsiiry,  wiiluuit  ]»assin^  thri)U:X^J  "ly  lmn<ls.  The 
si'coiid  iilthrNC  \v:i«<  funu'il  into  ii.»tirH'  hv  its  di-stinsitiou  anil  tipjilication 
tr»  tlw.'  cxiKMJ-e  (»r  :i  iletarlninnt,  wliich  was  fnrinfdand  pin]>lovc'(l  utrainst 
Maillu'ji't'  Scindiu.  nndi'i*  thr  ciinniiMnd  cif  Licntrnant-Coloni'l  Caniae,  as 
I  ]iarti('ularlv  apinisnl  tlie  omrt  <»f'  Uireotors.  in  my  lottiT  (if  the  'Jf'th 
i»f  DemidMi*.  l7^^"." 

(•..iH'.:ii-  He  doi\s  not  yet  tvU  you  {\\nn  whom  he  received  it.     We 

I'..'!;."' n J  iVl'"  have  founil  it  out   hv  other  collateral  means,  but  ho  never 
iv.vi\.Mi       |,dd  the  court  of  Directors  from  whom  he  received  it. 

tiK-lll    flMllt. 

••'I'lu'  ntluT  two  wi'V:'  fc'i'tuinly  not  infr-mliMl,  when  I  ri'Ct-.vi'd  tlicm,  to 
he  made  |udili«'.  th«»nirh  iiiti-iided  for  ]ud»lic  ^erviee»  and  aetnally  applied 
to  it.  'l'h»'  (MirtniiiN  t»r  the  ;foviTnnuiit  ujmo  at  that  time  my  own. 
ami  rvi-ry  ])ri*"'Min'  iip.m  it  ir>ti'd  wiih  it'*  fidl  weight  upon  my  mind. 
WlienviT  1  eiiuld  liiid  allowahlf  mfan>  *>{'  ndiovinir  tht)se  wants  I 
eairnlv  >rizcd  thi-m;**  all-»wa)»l('  mrans  of  rrctivioif  lo'ihes,  as  wi*  shall 
pitivf  in  till- particnhir  ni«itan«M's — '*  hni  neither  eouUl  it.  oeeur  to  me  ai 
mrissai'v  ti»  -^tatr  i-n  our  pi'ocviMlin«(s  every  little  aiil  which  I  eould  thus 
prmnrr;  nor  rlo  I  know  hou  I  «'ould  have  *»iatrd  if,  without  aiipearinjj 
to  iourt  favour  hv  an  osti'iitation  which  1  disdained,  nor  witlnnit  tlu' 
eh:inic  (»r  c  vi  itiiiy:  the  jealousy  of  my  eollea^ne-*.  hy  the  constrnclive 
asM-rtion  of  a  M-jiarate  anrl  unpartieipated  merit,  deiived  from  the  in- 
tluciKv  i»f  my  station,  to  which  liny  mi^ht  have  laiil  an  equal chiim." 

Mwtiv. f..r        Now  we   see  that,  after  hanunerinjjf  his  brains  for  many 

iMiiii-i-:i|iiiL;  II  <•!  1*  •  1*11  11  •!• 

ih.innom  vears,  he  uot^-*  liiul  out  ins  motive,  which  he  could  not  veniv 
ilnJuU.  s^*  tin',  time;  which  was,  that,  if  he  let  his  colleapues  know 
he  was  ri'ceiviiiLr  bribes,  and  having  the  f^hny  of  receiving 
them,  thev  miuht  take  it  into  their  heads  likewise  to  have 
their  share  in  the  same  uh)rv,  as?  joined  in  the  s*ame  conimis- 
sion,  enjoy inof  the  Hame  jjowers,  and  subject  to  the  game  re- 
strictions. It  was  scandalous  in  Jlr.  Hastings — not  behaving 
like  a  good,  fair,  collcagne  in  ofliee — to  deprive  them  of  the 
share  in  the  irlorv  of  receivini;  bril»es.  But  they  wore 
grovelling  creatures.  'J  hey  were  thinking  that  keeping  clean 
hands  was  some  virtue,  lie  did  not  let  them  know  that  he 
was  i^oini'  on  in  a  eari.'cr  ol*  receivinc:  bribes,  lest  thev  should 
wish  to  have  a  share  in  the  glory. 

Mr.  llastini^s  is  a  Piudarie  genius.  lie  finds  the  nearest 
way  to  the  heart.  He  does  not  go  a  long  round  about  way 
to  the  heart,  but  he  ravishes  the  lady  at  once.  ''You  area 
parcel  of  grovelling  wretches.  You  shall  not  know  the  way 
J   niv   rroing,  for  feuf   you  «lmiil<l  share  in   the  glory  too/ 
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Might  not  we  receive  bribes  for  the  Company  Y'  "No ;  yon  5  Mat  1789. 
shall  not  have  the  glory.  I  conceal  it'*  ''Why?"  **  Because 
it  would  look  like  ostentation^  if  I  were  to  tell  it"  "  Well, 
but  you  have  applied  some  of  these  bribes  to  your  benefit; 
give  us  an  account  of  these  bribes."  ^'  No ;  that  will  not  do.  I 
disdain  ostentation,  therefore  I  will  not  tell.  I  might  excite 
jealousy  in  my  colleagues."  To  be  sure,  if  he  was  receiving 
bribes  and  they  not  receiving  bribes,  and  if  tliey  had  a 
liking  to  that  kind  of  trade,  it  is  a  good  object  for  jea- 
lousy, that  a  matter  which  ought  to  be  in  conunon  among 
them  shouM  be  confined  to  Mr.  Hastings.  The  gotldess,  as 
»S[)enser  calls  her,  "  with  golden  hands/'  has  iron  hands  some- 
times.* Pie  admits  they  had  an  equal  claim,  but,  in  order  not 
to  excite  a  jealousy  in  his  colleagues  for  being  left  out  in 
what  they  had  an  equal  claim  to,  he  takes  bonds  for  what 
ought  to  be  brought  to  the  Company's  account.  These 
are  reasons  with  regard  to  his  colleagues,  who  sat  with  him 
at  the  Board — ilr.  Macpherson,  Mr.  Stables,  Mr.  Wheler, 
General  Clavering,  Colonel  Monson  and  Mr.  Francis.  Ho 
wsis  afraid  of  exciting  their  jealousy.  So  far  with  respect 
to  those  who  were  co-ordinate  with  him  and  joined  with 
him  in  the  commission.  Now  you  will  see  another  reason —  Oath  im- 
an  extraordinary  one  —which  he  has  given  with  respect  to  his  HSmon tho 
inferiors.  I  am  to  toll  your  Lordships,  which  you  should  U^™emw 
take  on  credit — indeed  it  is  on  credit,  till  it  is  proved  to  you  IJrpj!,\}*^® 
— that,  when  he  ibrmed  a  committee  of  revenue,  he  bound 
them  by  a  solemn  oath — "not,  luider  any  name  or  pretence 
whatever,  to  take  from  any  zamlndar,  farmer,  person  con- 
cerned in  the  revenue,  or  any  other,  any  gift,  gratuity,  allow- 
ance or  reward,  whatever,  or  anything  beyond  their  salary ;" 
and  this  is  the  oath  to  which  he  alludes.  It  was  for  fear 
of  exciting  the  jealousy  of  his  colleagues:  it  is  now  with 
regard  to  his  inferiors.  His  reason  for  concealinfj  his  bribes 
under  those  false  and  fraudulent  bonds  was  this  :  — 

"  I  shoulil  have  dcemnd  it  particularly  dishonurahlt*  to  receive  for  my 
own  use  money  tendered  by  men  of  a  certain  class  from  wliom  I  had  in- 
terdict<'d  tho  reccijJt  of  presents  to  my  inferiors,  and  bound  them  by  oath 
not  to  receive  tlie;n;  I  was,  therefore,  more  than  ordinarily  cautious  to 
avoid  the  suspicion  of  it,  which  wouhl  scarcely  have  faih'd  to  lij^ht  upon 
ine,  had  I  suffered  the  money  to  be  brouj^ht  directly  to  my  own  house, 
or  to  that  of  any  person  known  to  ))e  in  trust  for  me.'* 

My  Lords,  here  he  comes   before  you,  avowing   that  hei^jcon-  ^ 
knew  the  practice  of  taking  money  from  these  people  was  proiubfting 

^  '*  Faerie  Qocene;"  Book  v..  Canto  11.,  Stanias  ix.,  x. 

l2 
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:>  May  iT^v-ii  till  nir  tli:?lioiu)nnil)lc  in  it?clf.     '"I  should  Imvc  deemed  it 
Viii ■i-rr..n»  i»:\rtinil:irly  di.-'lnHinui*al)lc  to  receive  tor  luy  own  use  money 
iii-'pnu  ii"'.i  t^'nderod  liy  men  of  :i  certain  chws,  from  whom  I  had  iuter- 
hiuiMir.       dieted  the    recei[>t  «»f'  prorfeiits  to  my    inferiors,  and    bound 
them  l)y  cKith  n(»t  to  nceivc  them.'*     He  held  it  particularly 
di.-honoural)lc  to  receive  th(»m  :  he  had  bound  others  bv  an 
iiNr.n«i..M'*  oath  not  t«i  receive  them.     Why  doc:?  he  conceal  it?     Why, 
iillrhis"  '"  '' l)eeaur^e,"  says  he  ''if  the  ^u^picion  came  upon  me,  the  dis- 
HVMni'>'^     honour  wmdd  fall  upon  my  pate."     Why  did  he  by  an  oath 
bfwni'of       '^^'"^^  '**'^  interiors  not  to  take  these  bribes?     Why,  because  it 
itunur.       ^vas  base   and  dishonourable  so  to  do;  because  it  was  mis- 
chievous and  ruinous  to  the  CVunpany't*  affairs  to  suffer  them 
to  tnke  bribes.     AVhvdid  he  take  them  himself?     It  was  ten 
times  more    ruinous,  that  he  who  had   bound  up  others  so 
^tiietly  should  practise  the  same  himself,  and,  '*  therefore," 
savs  he,  "  T  was  more  than  onlinarilv  cautious.'*     What,  to 
avoi<l  it  <     **  Xo  ;    to  carry  it  on  in  so  clandestuic  and  private 
a  inamu'r  as    might   secure    mc  from  the  suspicion  of  that 
which   I   know   to  be  detestable,  and  bound  others  up  from 
practising." 

We  shall  prove  that  the  kind  of  men  from  whom  he  inter- 
dicted his  Council  to  receive  bribes  were  the  identical  men 
from  whom  he  received  them  himself.  If  it  was  good  for 
him,  it  was  good  for  them,  who  had  their  means  of  extorting : 
and,  if  it  ought  to  be  ])ractised,  they  ought  to  be  admitted  to 
extort  for  the  good  of  the  Company.  Kaja  Nobkissin  was 
oue  of  the  men  from  whom  he  interdicted  them  receiving 
bribes,  and  from  whom  he  received  a  bribe  for  his  own  use. 
He  says  he  did  it  to  conceal  it  from  them, because  bethought 
great  mischief  would  happen  if  they  su.spected  it,  lest  they 
should  be  inclined  to  practise  it,  and  break  their  oaths.  Then 
Coii.nmui-  you  take  it  for  granted  he  concealed  it  from  them?  Xo 
Mr.rmfisa  ^^*^''^  thing.  His  principal  confidant  in  receiving  these  bribes 
iho "llTnl^  was  Mr.  Crofts,  who  was  a  principal  i)erson  in  this  boai-d  of 
revenue,  whom  he  had  made  swear  not  to  take  bribes.  He 
sees  ilr.  Hastings  receive  bribes.  He  is  the  confidant  and 
receiver,  as  we  shall  prove  to  your  Lordships.  "  I  would 
not  discover  them,  because  I  would  not  let  these  people  know 
thai  1  received  them."  Here  is  one  of  the  very  men  whom  he 
declares  he  was  not  willing  should  know  it  What  will  your 
liordships  say  to  his  affirming  and  averring  a  direct  false- 
hood here  ? — that  he  did  it  to  conceal  it  from  these  kind  of  men, 
vhen  one  of  these  men  was  his  princiijal  confidant  and  agent 

'r   *-lin   f rnQpopfinn  ?      TTo  ^ynp   nriorf      .ha"    ordi^p^nly  roi|(]ni]0 
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to  avoid  the  suspicion  of  it ;  he  ought  to  have  avoided  the  5  biay  i789. 
crime,  and  the  suspicion  would  take  care  of  itself. 

"  For  these  reasons  I  caused  it  to  be  transported  immediately  to  the 
treasury.  ITiere,  I  well  know,  Sir,  it  coulu  not  be  received  without 
being  ])assed  to  some  credit,  and  this  could  only  be  done  by  entering  it 
as  a  loan  or  as  a  deposit.  The  first  was  the  least  liable  to  reflection,  and 
therefore  I  had  oliviously  recourse  to  it.  Why  the  second  sum  was 
entered  as  a  deposit  I  am  utterly  ignorant;  i>ossibly  it  was  done  without 
any  S])ccial  direction  from  me ;  possibly  because  it  was  the  simplest  mode 
of  entry,  and  therefore  preferred,  as  the  transaction  itself  did  not  require 
concealment,  ha\'ing  been  already  avowed." 

My  Lords,  in  fact,  every  word  of  this  is  wholly  groundless :  Bcaaonsfor 
it  is  completely  wrong  in  every  part  Says  he,  ^'  I  put  it  SlS^ilV*^ 
do^vn  as  a  deposit."  "  Why  did  you  do  so  V  "  I  cannot  ^^^^ 
tclL  There  are  various  reasons  which  might  have  induced 
me  to  do  it ;  but  one  is,  when  you  enter  moneys  of  this  kind 
you  must  enter  them  under  some  name — some  head  of 
account ;  and  I  entered  them  under  this  because  otherwise 
there  was  no  way  of  entering  them/'  Is  that  true  ?  Will 
he  stick  to  that  ?  I  shall  desire  to  know  of  his  learned 
Counsel,  sometime  or  other,  whether  that  is  a  point  he  will 
take  issue  upon — that  there  was  no  other  way.  Your  Lord- 
ships will  see  there  were  other  bribes  of  his  which  he  brought 
under  a  regular  official  charge — namely.  Durbar  charges; 
and  there  is  no  reason  why  he  should  not  have  brought  these 
under  Durbar  charges.  Therefore,  saying  there  is  no  other 
way  of  entering  them  but  as  bonds  and  deposits  is  not  true. 

Then  he  s.iys,  there  was  no  other  reason  for  concealment, 

because  it  was  avowed.      Why,  that  false  deposit  is  as  much 

concealment  as  the  false  bond.      For  he  entered  that  deposit  Subsc- 

ns  his  own;    but  when  ho  had  a  mind  to  carry  it  to  the  BJfriJI? 

Company's  account  he  knew  how  to  do  it,  for  he  took  Jt^^^^'TB**' 

under  a  general  name,  called  Durbar  charges — a  name  as 

large  and  sufficient  to  cover  any  fraudulent  expenditure  in 

the  account  as  one  Avould  tliink  any  person  receiving  w^ould 

wish — and  he  gives  no  account  of  the  expenditure.     So  it  is 

not  true  that  he  was  obliged  to  enter  them  as  bonds  and 

dcjiosits,  becjiuse  tliere  was  no  otlicr  regular  way.      The 

Durbar  charges,  for  the  extent  of  them,  were  very  much  his 

own  invention.      But  you  have  seen  him  first   guess  one 

thing,  then  another;  give  this  reason,  give  another.       He 

seems  at  last  to  be  satisfied  that  he  has  hit  upon  the  true 

reason  of  his  conduct      Now  open  the  next  paragraph  and 

see  what  it  is — 

"  Although  I  am  firmly  persuaded  that  these  were  my  sentiments  on 
the  occasion,  yet  I  will  not  affirm  that  they  were,     lliough  I  feel  their 


as 
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:•  31  \Y  i;**'.".  imprrssiuM  y>  the  ri'iiiains  »»t'  a  smrs  ol'  thoughts  rt'tuincd  on  my  memory, 
■  I  am  not  «rrtaiii  ihat  tluy  may  ii»»t  hiivr  hi-fii  produced  by  subsequent 
n-ilirtiiMi  nil  tlir  priii('i|ial  iiKrt.  (iiinbinin^  with  it  tilt?  ])ri>babU*  motives 
(ij'it.  Of  this  I  am  oiTtaiii,  tliat  it  was  my  dcsij^n  orijrinally  to  have 
ronccalrrl  tlir  n-iript  of  all  the  sums  except  the  second,  even  from  the 
kno\vl<*(l«,'e  t>f  tlie  coiu-i  nf  Diivrtors.  Tliey  hud  an.sweivd  my  purjiosc 
of  pubhe  utihrv.  and  I  had  ahuo^t  totallv  dismissed  them  from  mv 
ren)iMnhranre/' 

A.kiii.w-  \iy  Ltirtls,   \(Ui   will  idisiTvi',  111)011  thifti  mast  iis^tonislilnfi: 

UiltfllH'Ul  ►  1.1*1  ■  1  *.  1       ^. 

Hut  hoiijui  :i(M'ouiit  wbicli  bo  fjivcs  bore,  bi?  farsi  savs   tbsit   jjoveral  ot 

llUMIlt   til  ,  ,  "  ,  ,        ,.  '  «•  ,1 

I'oiui'jii  til.'  tlu'so  Stuns  Iio  inontit  to  coiK'cal  tor  ever,  even  iroin  the 
[hi' I'liiC-nts  knowlo<luo  oi'  tbo  Directors.  Look  back  to  liis  letter  of  tlie 
mivvvlL  '^^^'»  *'*'  LK'^'cnibor,  liis  letter  ot*  tbo  22d  of  May,  1781,  ami 
lie  tells  you  that  ho  nii»xht  have  eoiiccaled  them,  hut  that  he 
Avas  resolved  not  to  conceal  them;  he  thought,  it  highly  dis- 
Iiontmrahle  so  to  do,  Ijocaiise  his  conscience  would  have  been 
woiuKled  il'  b(^  had  done  it ;  and  that  he  ^uxs  afraid  that  it 
would  he  thouglit  this  di-covery  was  brought  from  him  in 
ci)nsi'<[uencc  of  tbo  Parliamentary  in(|uirie.s.  And  here  he 
says  of  this  <liscovorv,  which  he  valued  himself  upon  making 
vcdiintaiilv,  tliat  he  is  afraid  it  shoidcl  be  attributed  to 
motives  of  liar.  Now  at  hist  he  tells  von,  from  Chel- 
tenham.  when  he  had  itist  cause  to  dread  the  strict  account 
to  which  lu^  is  called  this  dav,  first,  that  he  ennuot  tell 
wlutber  any  <nic  nudive  which  he  assigns,  either  in  this 
b'ticr  or  in  the  former,  was  his  own  or  not:  he  tells  vou  lie 
docs  not  know  whether  he  has  not  invented  them  since,  in 
conM'(|uenco  of  u  train  o(  meditation  upon  what  he  might 
have  <lonc  nv  iiiiLdit  have  said  :  and  lastlv  he  savs,  contrary 
to  all  hi?  fcn-nier  declarations,  thai  he  never  meant  to  give 
the  Directors  the  least  notice.  "They  had  answered  ray 
])urpose.  I  liji'l  tlismissed  them  from  my  remcmbnmce" 
Is  this  the  wav  in  which  money  is  to  be  received  and 
accounted  ft)r  ?  "I  intended  always  to  keep  them  secret, 
though  I  have  dcclare<l  to  vou  solenmlv,  over  and  over 
airain,  that  1  did  not.  I  do  not  care  how  vou  discovered 
them,  T  iiave  forgot t(*n  them.  I  have  dismissed  them  from 
mv  renieinbrancc. ' 

"  Ibit  wIkii  fortune  threw  a  sum  of  money  in  my  way,  of  a  magni- 
tude whic'li  (•r)ultl  not  be  eonersded,  and  the  pecuh.ir  dehcacy  of  my 
situation,  at  tin*  tinu:  in  wliivh  I  reerived  it,  made  me  more  circums]>cct 
of  a])peaninrTs.  I  (•ho.',e  to  apprise  my  emi»h)yers  of  it ;  whieh  I  did 
ha'stily  and  generally;  hastily,  j)er]ia]»s,  to  ]>revent  the  vijgrilanee  and 
aetivity  of  seerrt  eahinmy  ;  and  j^cnendiy,  heeause  I  knew  not  the  exact 
amount  of  the  sum  «)f  wliieh  I  was  in  the  reeeipt.  l)ut  not  in  the  full 
poAjscsbion.  1  pronii^ied  to  aeqnaint  them  witli  the  result  as  soon  as  1 
should  ])c  in  possesrjion  of  it ;  and,  in  the  performance  of  my  promise,  I 
^"^'j;;ht  i*.  co'^^'^'ten*   vitV  '*    '^  n'^''  ♦•  ^*^"  w'»'»'--iTii  '»n  'hf  ^ViVmer  app*^ 
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priutions  of  the  $ainc  kind;  my  ^ood  genius  then  supfgestinfr  lo  inc,  5  Mav  1789. 
with  a  sj)irit  of  caution  which  might  have  spared  me  tlie  trouble  of  this 
ajiology,  had  I  universally  attended  to  it,  that  if  1  had  suporessed  them, 
and  they  were  aftem-ards  known,  I  might  he  asked  wliat  were  my 
motives  for  withhokUng  ])art  of  these  receipts  from  the  knowledge  of 
the  court  of  Directors,  and  informing  them  of  the  rest,  it  being  my 
wish  to  clear  up  everj-  doubt — ' ' 

I  am  almost  aslinmcd  to  remark  upon  tlic  tergiversations  Ho  avows 
and  prevarications  perpetually  ringing  the  changes  in  this  of  nrcwnu 
declaration.     He  would  not  have  discovered  this  100,000/.  J^'oTthoir 
if  he  could  have  concealed  it.     He  would  have  discovered  it  Jjjy"?^*" 
lest  malicious  persons  sliould  be  telling  tales  of  it.     Now  he 
says  how  much  he  had  reason  to  value  himself  upon  his  pre- 
caution.    He    has    a   svstein  of   concealment.      He  never 
discovers  anything,  but  when  he  thinks  it  can  be  forced  from 
him ;  that  malicious  men  made  certain  inquiries,  and  a  fear 
of  their  misrepresentations  drove  him  sometimes  to  precau- 
tion ;    and  nothing  but  the  impossibility  of  concealing  any- 
thing can  possibly  make  him  discover  it.     And  in  another 
place  he  says, — 

"  I  cfnild  conceal  these  things  from  you  for  ever,  but  my  own  con- 
science would  not  give  me  leave." 

It  is  not  from  openness  of  heart  or  honesty,  but  he  is 
afraid  that  the  magnitude  of  the  sum  and  the  malice  of 
people  working  upon  it  might  have  been  the  means  of 
discovery. 

Oh,  my  Lords,  I  am  afraid  that  sums  of  much  great:er  magni- 
tude have  been  covered  by  it.  But  this  100,000J.  he  declares 
he  would  liave  concealed  if  he  could ;  and  yet  he  values 
himself  uixm  his  discovery  of  it. 

"  it  being  my  wish  to  clear  up  every   doubt  uj)on  this  transaction, 
which   either  my  own  mind  could  suggest,  or  which   may  have  been 
suggested  bv  others,  I  beg  leave  to  propose  another  question,  and  to  state 
the  terms  of  it  in  my  reply,  by  informing  you  that  the  indorsement  on  the 
bcmds  was  made  about  the  i)eriod  of  my  leanng  the  Presidency,  in  the 
middle  of  the  year  l/^l,  in  order  to  guard  against  their  becoming  a 
claim  on  the  Company  as  part  of  my  estate,  in  the  event  of  my  death 
occurring  in  the  course  of  the  ser\'icc  on  which   I   was  then  entering, 
lliis.  Sir,  is  the  plain  historj'  of  the  transaction.     I  should  be  ashamed 
to  re<|uest  that  you  would  communicate  it  to  the  Inmourable  court  of 
Directors,  whose  time  is  too  valuable  for  the  intrusion  of  a  sidiject  so 
uninteresting,  but  that  it  is  become  a  point  of  indisi)ensable  duty.     1 
must,  therefore,  request  the  favour  of  you  to  lay  it  at  a  convenient  tunc 
beibre  them.      In    addressing  it  to  you  jwrsonally  I  yield  to  my  own 
feelings  of   the  re8i)ect  which  is  due  to   them  as  a  bodj',  and  to  the 
assurances  which  I  derive  from   your  exiHirienced    civihties,   that   you 
will  kindly  overlook  the  trouble  imi>osed  by  it.'* 


168  Openhig  of  the  Sixth  CharffC-^Ptrsents  : 

:.  M\\  iT'iit.  Your  Lor(l?liips  sec  wliat  a  civil  letter  this  is.  You  sec 
Fvn^of  what  a  variety  of  artifices  arc  in  it :  you  sec  the  variety  of 
!lri,'«^'*'''""*'  ?tvle?4,  and  how  ho  turns  himself  into  every  shape  and  cverv 

I  I'll!  n"-  •  '  ^  ^  •  4  ,^,^  • 

upTiVlv-  ^*^""-  '^^  y^^"  ^'"^  ^"y  ^^if'covery  in  tliis  letter?  Do  you 
tors.  '  find  any  answer  to  the  Directors'  letter  ?  Docs  he  tell  you 
onre  whom  he  received  the  money  from  ?  Does  he  tell  you 
for  what  he  received  it — what  the  circumstances  of  the  per- 
sons were — or  any  one  thin<x  whatever  about  his  mode  of 
accounting  for  it?  No.  And  here  at  last,  after  eo  many 
years'  litigation,  he  is  called  to  account  for  his  prevaricating, 
falso,  accounts  in  Calcutta,  and  cannot  clear  them  to  vou. 
( in-mn.  IJefore  he  left  Calcutta,  he  i?ays,  when  he  was  going  up 

f-Vu" jVmhIs  upon  the  service  which  he  thought  a  service  of  danger,  he 
t?jH*rui'^-'"  »"^'<^''!5<^^^  t'l^  f'll"*^'  honds  which  he  had  taken  from  the  Com- 
i»a"y.  pany,  declaring  them  to  be  none  of  his.     You  observe  that 

tliesi*  bonds  have  been  in  his  hand  from  the  9th  or  15th  of 
January  —I  am  not  quite  sure  of  the  exact  day — to  the  daj 
when  he  went  upon  this  service,  sometime  in  the  month  of 
July — a  service  which  formerly  he  had  declared  he  did  not 
ap]»rohend  to  be  of  danger,  but  he  foimd  it  to  be  so  after, 
lie  did,  in  anticipation  of  that  danger,  make  this  attes- 
tation and  ccrtiiicate  up<»n  the  bonds.  Who  ever  saw 
it  ?  Mr.  liarkins  saw  it.  Says  he,  **  I  gave  it  Mr.  Ljirkins," 
\Vhv,  we  will  show  v<v.i  afterwards  that  Jklr.  Lsirkins  dc- 
scrvi'S  no  credit  upon  this  business ;  that  honour  binds  hira 
n«>t  to  discover  the  secrets  of  Mr.  Ilastintjs. 

We  are  very  near  now  coming  to  the  last  explanation, 
and,  when  you  have  seen  what  Mr.  Larkins  gives,  there 
i.s  an  end  of  all  hojie.  Why  did  he  not  deliver  them  up, 
when  he  was  going  there  ?  for  all  pretence  of  not  being  the 
sole  concealer  himself  was  then  gone,  as  we  shall  prove. 
\\'hy  did  he  not  cancel  these  bonds  ?  Why  keep  them  at 
all  ?  Why  not  enter  truly  the  state  of  the  account  in  the 
roir.iivanrn  Compauv's  rccords ?  Then,  "I  indoi*sed  them."  "Did 
kins.tiio  "  you  deliver  them  indorsed  into  the  treasury?"  "No:  I 
pourniL*"'^  delivered  them  indorsed  into  the  liand  of  my  bribe  broker 
and  agent."  "  But  why  not  destroy  them?  Why  not  give 
them  up  to  the  Company,  and  say  you  were  paid;  which 
w-ould  have  been  the  only  truth  in  this  transaction?"  "  No: 
1  indorsed  them."  "  If  they  were  indorsed,  then  why  did 
not  you  afterwards,  during  a  long  period  of  so  many  years, 
cancel  them  T  No  :  he  kept  them  to  the  very  day  when 
he  was  going  from  Calcutta,  and  had  made  a  declaration 
tiinf   i\iny  yfQYQ  uot  his.     Ncvcr  bcforc  upon  any  account 
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did  they  appear ;  and,  though  the  committee  of  the  House  5  may  mo. 
of  Commons,  in  the  eleventh  report,  had  remarked  ui)on  all 
these  scandalous  proceedings  ana  prevarications,  yet  he  was 
not  stimulated  even  then  to  give  up  these  bonds ;  he  held 
them  in  his  hand  till  he  was  just  gomg  away,  in  spite  of  the 
Directors,  in  spite  of  the  Parliament,  in  spite  of  the  cries  of 
his  own  conscience,  upon  a  matter  which  one  would  think 
was  grown  public,  and  would  knock  doubly  upon  his  repu- 
tation and  conduct. 

He  then  declares  they  are  not  for  his  own  use,  but  the  Dcciantiou 
Company's  service.      Were   they   then  cancelled?      I   do wcwVo^tiio 
not  find  a  trace  of  their  being  cancelled.     1  find  the  follow-  JJ,^^^  * 
ing  sums,  which  correspond  with  the  sums  and  the  total  of 
them — except  in  one  instance — which  he  stated  in  his  letter 
of  May,  just  as  if  one  had  been  copied  from  the  other.     In 
this  letter  of  the  17th  of  January,  1785,  he  says,  with  regard 
to  these  bonds : — 

"  The  following  sums  were  paid  into  the  treasunr,  and  bonds  ^ntcd 
for  the  same  in  the  name  of  tlie  Governor  General,  in  whose  possession 
the  bonds  remain,  with  a  declaration  upon  each  indorsed  and  signed  by 
him,  that  he  has  no  claim  on  the  Company  for  the  amount  either  of 
principal  or  interest,  no  part  of  the  latter  having  been  received."* 

Now  the  declaration  upon  oath  is  added  to  the  account  of 
the  22d  of  May  of  the  indorsement.  Why  any  man  need 
to  declare  upon  oath  that  the  money  which  he  fraudulently 
conceals  from  another  person  is  not  his,  is  the  most  extraor- 
dinary thing  in  the  world.  If  he  had  a  mind  to  get  credit 
that  it  was  his,  then  an  oath  would  be  necessary ;  but  in 
the  other  case,  a  man  would  believe  him  upon  his  word.  He 
comes  now  and  says,  "  This  is  indorsed  upon  oath.'*  Oath 
before  what  magistrate?  In  whose  possession  were  the 
bonds  ?  Were  they  given  up  ?  No  ;  there  is  no  trace  of 
that  upon  the  record,  and  it  stands  for  him  to  prove  that 
they  were  ever  given  up,  and  in  any  hands  but  Mr.  Larkins*, 
and  his.  So  here  is  the  bond,  begun  in  obscurity  and 
ending  in  obscurity :  ashes  to  ashes,  dust  to  dust,  corru})- 
tion  to  corruption,  and  fraud  to  fraud. 

This  is  all  we  see  of  these  bonds,  till  Mr.  Larkins  is  called 
to  read  a  funeral  sermon  over  them.  Finding  that  this 
Cheltenham  letter  was  not  only  a  fraud,  but  the  most  impu- 
dent fraud  that  was  ever  seen,  he  writes  some  letter,  whch 
does  not  appear,  to  Mr.  Larkins. 


•  Printed  in  the  *<  Biinutes  of  the  Evidence,'*  p.  1150. 
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b  M\Y  i7sy.  My  lx)r(ls,  I  am  coinc  now  near  the  period  of  tliis  class  of 
Mr.  IIiistln)i>'  bribes.  I  am  a  little  exhausted.  There  arc 
manv  rircuiiistancc^s  that  mif^ht  make  me  wish  not  to  de- 
lay  fur  one  day  the  *^oing  through  at  your  Loi-dships'  bar  this 
long,  intricate,  t-cenc.  We  are  drawing  to  a  conclusion  o(^ 
it,  but  niv  .strrnsrth  fails  me  before  I  can  conclude  it.  I 
hope  in  a  very  short  time  to-mormw,  or  the  next  court 
day,  to  finish  it,  and  to  go  directly  into  evidence,  which  I 
long  to  go  into,  to  substantiate  it;  but  it  is  necessary  that 
the  cvidonro  should  be  explained. 

Mr.  Larkins'  letter  is  the  epilogue.  You  have  hcanl  as 
nmch  of  the  drama  as  I  could  go  through.  Bear  with  my 
weakness  a  little.  I  have  incurred  the  censure  of  the  pri- 
soner.    I  moan  to  increase  this  by  brinjrinff  home  to  him 

.'  Oct 

the  proof  of  his  crimes,  and  to  display  them  in  all  their 
force  and  turpitude.  It  is  my  duty  to  do  it;  I  feel  it  an 
ubligntion  noxt  my  heart. 

I  am  exhausted  now.  I  shall  finish  it  the  next  time  your 
Lordv^hips  sit ;  an<l  then  we  shall  go  directly  into  the  evi- 
dence upon  the  subject. 
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cc)^xxrslON  of  the  speech  of  the  rt.  hon. 

EDMUND  BURKF^  MANAGER  FOR  THE  HOUSE  OF 
COMMONS,  IN  OPENING  THE  SIXTH  ARTICLE 
OF  THE  CHARGE,  RELATING  TO  PRESENTS; 
7  May,  1789. 

My  Lords,  when  I  had  the  honour  last  to  address  you  7BiAri780. 
from  this  place,  I  endeavoured  to  press  upon  your  minds, 
and  to  fortify  it  by  the  example  of  the  proceedings  of  Mr. 
Hastings,  that  obscurity  and  inaccuracy  in  a  matter  of  ac-  Conceai- 
count  constituted  a  just  presumption  of  fraud.     I  showed  by  J^Sorniti. 
jVIr.  Hastings'  letters  that  his  accounts  were   confused   and 
inaccurate.     I  am  ready,  my  Lords,  to  admit  that  there  are 
situations  in  which  a  minister  in  a  great  place  may  use  con- 
cealment, and   it  may  be  his  duty  to  use  concealment  from 
the  enemies  of  his  masters;  it  might  be  prudent  to  use  con- 
cealment from  his   inferiors   in  service ;  it   will  always  be 
sui?picious  to  use  concealment  from  his  colleagues  and  co- 
ordinates in  office.     But  when,  in  a  money  transaction,  any 
man  uses  concealment  with  rcj^ard    to  them  to  whom  the 
money  belongs,  he  is  guilty  of  a  fraud. 

^ly  Lords,  I  have  showed  you  that  Mr.  Hastings  kept  no 
account,  by  his   own  description,  of  the  moneys  that  he  had 
privately  taken,  w&  he  pretends,  for  the  Company's   service, 
*  but,  as  we  have  but  too  much  reason  to  presume,  for  his  own. 
We  have  shown  you,  my  Lords,  that  he   has  not  only  no  uncnrtainty 
accounts  but  no  memory.     We  have  shown  that  he  docs  not  f,^j^5uj^*' 
even  understand  his  own  motives;  that,  when  called  upon  w»own ^^^ 
to  recollect  them,  he  begs  to  guess  at  them,  and  his  memory  eoncoai- 
is  to  be  supplied  by  his  guess.     So  he  has  no  confidence  in  ^^^ 
his  guesses,  and  he  first  finds  that,  after  about  a  year  and  a 
half,  or  somewhat  less,  he  cannot  recollect  what  his  motives 
were  to  certain  actions,  which,   upon  the  very  face  of  them, 
appeared  fraudident.     lie  iscallecl  to  an  account,  some  years 
after,   to  know    what    they  were,  and  he  makes  a  just  re- 
flection upon  it,  namely,  that,  as  his  memory  did  not  enable 
him  to  find  out  his  own  motive  at  that  time,  it  is  not  to  be 
expected   that   it  would  be  clearer  a  year  after.     Yet,  not- 
withstanding  this,   your  Lordships   recollect   that,    in   that 
Chcltenliam  letter  which  is  made  of  no  perishable  stuff*,  he 
begins  again  to  guess  :  but,  after  he  has  guessed  and  guessed 
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7M\Y  t7-j.  ngiiin,  ami  after  ho  lias  gone  through  all  the  motives  he  can 
j»(»««?il»ly  assign  for  the  action,  he  tells  you  he  does  not  know 
whether  those  were  his  real  motives  or  whether  he  has  not 
invented  them  since. 
V:.iHiti..:,ti..u  1,1  xhiii  situation  the  account  of  the  Company  stood,  with 
regard  to  very  great  sums  viuch  passed  though  Mr.  Hastings 
hands,  and  which  he,  instead  of  giving  his  masters  credit  for, 
t(>i»k  cretlit  for  to  himself,  and,  being  their  debtor  as  he  con- 
fes>v's  at  that  time,  took  a  security  for  that  debt  as  if  he 
had  been  their  creditor.  This  required  explanation.  E- 
planation  he  was  called  upon  for  over  and  over  again.  Ex- 
planation he  did  not  give,  and  declared  he  could  not  give. 
Hv.' was  called  upon  for  it  in  India,  he  had  not  leisure  to 
attend  to  it  there.  lie  was  called  upon  for  it  in  Europe, 
he  then  says  he  must  send  for  it  to  India. 

Your  Lordships  will  constantly  remark,  through  the 
whole  correspondence  of  ^Ir.  Hastings  upon  this  tran»ictiou, 
the  C  'oTiipany's  accounts  of  which  he  has  falsified  by  entering 
himsrlf  as  their  (Tcditor,  when  he  ought  to  have  appeared  as 
their  debtor,  that  he  appears  giving  false  accounts  of  this 
false  transaction,  and  afterwards,  upon  being  pressed  to  ex- 
jdain  himself,  he  declares  he  cannot  explain  himself  at  all 
--with  inueli  prevarication  and  much  insolence,  too,  de- 
claring hinisrlf  to  be  guilty.  The  court  of  Directors  were 
slow  to  believe  him  ixuiltv.  Parliament  expressed  a  stronsr 
suspicion  of  his  guilt  and  wished  for  further  informa- 
tion. Mr.  Hastings,  about  this  period  of  time,  began  to 
imagine — his  conscience  told  him  indeed — a  faithful  and 
true  monitor,  which  it  were  well  he  had  attended  to 
upon  many  occMi-^ions,  as  it  would  have  saved  him  his  apj)ear- 
ancc  here — his  conscience  told  him  he  was  in  iircat 
<langer  from  the  Parliamentary  inquiries  that  were  going 
on  :  and,  accordingly,  the  first  account  that  wc  have  of  any 
rroniis.  i.r  [promise  of  explanation!,  as  I  can  recollect,  was  about 
i.rti'i.jiriih.  the  time  that  he  sent  the  Patna  letter,  that  is,  the  letter 
^:I"v:iV,' !.f  tliscovering  the  bribe  which  the  Nawab  of  Oude  had  given 
oiuie.  1,;,,^^  written  at  Patna  the  20th  January,  1782,  and  referring 

to  a  bribe   which  he  had  received  some  months  before  at 
Chunar. 

Mr.  Ilastiiiffs,  you  would  naturally  imamne,  would  have 
been  in  haste  to  fulfil  that  promise,  especially  as  he  sent  an 
agt;nt  expressly  to  England,  which  agent  entered  himself 
»*^  *he  India  House,  and  appeared  before  the  committee  as  an 
iwcn*  <r»nt  ove»'  to   cxplair   v'^o*'»vct  »^dght  appear  doubtfu. 
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in  his  conduct ;  and  reference  was  had  to  Major  Fairfax,  who  i  mat  i78». 
was  the  first  agent  we  have  seen  in  the  committee  upon  that  MajoTFair. 
occasion.    Major  Fairfax,  notwithstanding  the  character  in  {JSii^'"*  ^^ 
which   Mr.  Hastings  employed  him,  appeared  to  be  but  a  J;"iiJ5IJ*^  *® 
letter  carrier.     He  had  nothing  to  say.     He  gave  them  no  HeiMunaWo 
information  in  the  India  House  at  all.     To  the  committee —  formation. 
I  can  speak  with  the  cleai*ness  of  a  witness — he  gave  no 
satisfaction  whatever.     However,  this  agent  vanished  in  a 
moment,  in  order  to  make  way  for  another  more  substantial, 
more   efficient,    agent — an  agent    perfectly  known  in  thisAwcond 
country — an  agent  known  by  the  name  given  to  him  by  Mr.  jS?*soott.  *" 
Hastings  — who,  like  the  princes  of  the  east,  gives  titles — he 
calls  him  an   incomparable  agent,  and  by  that  name  he  is 
very  well  known  to  your  Lordships  and  the  world,  and  he 
very  well  executes  that  commission.     This  agent  was  called 
upon  by  the  committee,  and  though,  I  believe,  he  was  here 
prior  to  the  time  of  Major  Fairfax's  arrival  in  the  character 
of  an  agent,  and  for  the  very  same   purposes,  it  does  not 
appear  that  he  had  got  the  smallest  degree  of  instruction 
to  explain   any  one  part  of  that  transaction.     He  was  exa- 
mined in  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  point  by 
point,   article  by    article,  to  that   obscure   enumeration  of 
bribes  which  the  court  of  Directors  declare   they  did  not 
understand ;  and  they  could  make  nothing  of  Major  Scott, 
Mr.  Hastings'  agent.     He  declared  he  could  speak  nothing 
with  regard  to  them,  and  had  received  no  instruction  upon 
them. 

My  Lords,  there  was  but  one  point  which,  in  the  course  of 
examination,  we  drew  out  of  him,  namely,  that  there  was 
one  of  these  articles,  entered  in  the  account  of  the  22nd  of 
May  as  a  deposit,  which  Mr.  Hastings  had  received  as  a 
bribe  fnnu  Cheyt  Sing.  He  produced  an  extract  of  a  letter 
relative  to  it,  which  your  Lordships,  in  the  course  of  this 
evidence,  may  see,  and  which  will  lead  us  into  a  further  and 
more  minute  inquiry  on  that  head ;  but  not  one  single 
article  stood  explained  when  that  committee  made  their 
report  in  1783 — not  one  explained  to  Parliament— not  one 
explained  to  the  Company,  except  this  bribe  of  Cheyt  Sing, 
which  Mr.  Hastings  never  thought  proper  to  communicate  to 
the  East  India  Company,  either  by  himself  or,  as  we  could 
find  out,  by  his  agent,  any  other  way  than  as  drawn  out  by 
a  long  examination  in  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. In  spite  of  the  letters  he  wrote — in  spite  of  the 
agents  he  employed — he  absolutely  and  firmly  resolved  to 
give  his  employers  no  satisfaction  upon  this  business. 
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7  May  itm'.      A\'liat  is  curloiis  hi  this  proceeding  w,  that  Mr.  Hastings, 
M.Hi.nr       Jill  the  time  lie  ruiuoals,  oniloiivours  to  get  himself  the  credit 
MH  urf.y  |.iv.  ot'  Ji  tliscDvcrv.       Your  Lordships  have  seen  what  his  dis- 
H'h.i..iiii-   j.()vcrvis:  but  Mr.  Il:istini>:s,  ainonx  his  other  very  oxtraor- 
dinar}'  ariinisitions,  has  i'oiindain(»re  elFectnal  method  of  con- 
(•(MdiUfiii  throiij^h  <H>cuV('ry  ;  and  I  will  venture  to  say  that, 
whati'Vi-r  miiiht  he  expef'to<l  of  Mr.  Ihwtings'  bribes,  there 
wa<  more  cfliM^tnal  con(!eahnont,  in  regard  to  every  circum- 
stance, in  tliat  discovery,  than  if  he  had  kept  a  total  silence. 
Other  means  miirhi  have  been  found,  but  this,  standing  in  the 
way,  prevfiitetl  the  disciissii>n  of  those  means. 
i^Z/'V^HiVr        '""^  eontinnecl  till  the  tune  of  the  letter  from  Cheltenham. 
rr..mti..i-     Till'   Choltcnham  letter  deelaivd   that  Mr.   Hastings  knew 
nothing  (jf  tlie  matter — that  he  had  brought  with  him  no 
areounts  to  Kngland  ujion  the  subject,  and,  though  it  appears 
bv   thi>   verv   Cheltenham  letter  that  he  hsid  with    him  at 
Cheltenham-  -if  he  wrote  the  letter  at  Cheltenham — a  great 
<Ieal    of  his  other  eorre^pondenee,  that  he  had  his  letter  of 
the  22nd  of   ]Mav   with   him,  vet   any  account  that  could 

•  •  • 

elucidate  that  letter  he  declared  that  he  had  not ;   but  he 
iiisn-rrr-      hinted  that  a  Mr.  Larkins  In    India,  whom  vour  Lord$hi|).<i> 

•  111-.' to  Mr.        Ml  I       1       ,  •         1       •.!  /•     ^1    '  •       1      I'     II 

f/irkinN.  -will  lie  l>elter  aeijuamted  with,  was  periectly  opimscd  oi  nil 
that  transaction.  Y(»ur  Lordships  will  (»bserve  that  Mr. 
Hastings  has  all  his  taciihies,  some  way  (»r  other,  in  deposit. 
One  person  can  speak  U\  his  memory  ;  another  knows  liit^ 
fortune  better  than  himself:  to  others  he  commits  the  senti- 
mentsd  parts  (.f  his  defence:  to  Mr.  Larkins  he  commits  his 
memory.*'  \\'e  shall  see  what  a  trustee  of  memory  Mr.  Lar- 
kins is.  an<l  ln)w  far  he  answers  the  purpose  which  might  be 
expected  from  a  man  who  has  no  memory  himselfi  or  who 
has  left  it  on  the  other  side  of  the  water,  and  who  leaves  it 
to  another  man  to  explain  for  him  accounts  which  he  ought  to 
have  kept,  and  circumstances  which  ought  to  be  de]K)sited 
in  his  own  memory. 

This  Cheltenham  letter  originally  appeared,  as  far  as  I 
t^au  fli.-cover,  to  the  JIou.sc  of  Commons  upon  a  motion  of 
Mr.  Hastings'  nwn  agent.  1  do  iu)t  like  to  be  positive 
ui^on  tliat,  but  T  think  that  was  the  first  appearance  of 
it.  It  api»eared  likewise  to  the  public;  for  it  was  thought 
so  extraordinary  and  laborious  a  performance — as  indeed  it 


♦  Tlu*   irony  of  this   j»ass:ifrp  "vvas  probably  suggested  by  Mr.  Sheridao's 
hmnon^iiN  ])ictiirt^  of  ^Ir.  Iln.ctin^s  ooiicoctinj;  bis  defoncc  ftefore  the  Hou5e 
)f  <  '-^iiur'Mi!*  tbrougb  a  coniuiittee  of  bis  fr"«.'n''s,    Sife  vol.  i.  p.  490. 
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•that  it  might  serve  to  open  a  new  scale  of  eloquence  in  7  mat  i78a. 
the  kingdom,  and  consequently  was  printed,  I  believe,  at  the 
desire  of  the  parties  themselves.  But,  liowever,  it  became 
known  to  the  public  ;  it  raised  an  extreme  curiosity  to 
know  that,  when  Mr.  Hastings  could  say  nothing,  after  so 
many  years,  of  his  own  concerns  and  his  own  affairs, 
Mr.  Larkins  at  last  would  give  full  satisfaction  concerning 
them.  This  letter  was  directed  to  Mr.  Devaynes,  Chairman 
of  the  court  of  Directors.  It  does  not  a|)pear  that  the 
court  of  Directors  wrote  anything  to  India  in  regard  to 
it ;  but  some  private  communication  passed  from  Mr. 
Hastings  or  his  a;j^ents  to  Mr.  Larkins,  desiring  a  satis- 
factory account  of  that  business.  There  was  a  general 
expectation  upon  this  occasion,  I  believe,  in  the  House  of 
Commons  and  in  the  nation  at  large,  to  know  what  would 
become  of  this  portentous  inquiry.  Mr.  Hastings  has 
always  contrived  to  have  half  the  globe  between  a  question 
and  an  answer.  When  he  was  in  India  the  question  went 
to  him,  and  then  he  adjourned  his  answer  till  he  came  to 
England ;  and  when  he  came  to  England  it  was  necessary 
his  answer  should  arrive  from  India;  so  that  there  is  no 
manner  of  doubt  that  all  time  was  given  for  digesting,  com- 
paring, collating  and  making  up,  a  perfect  memory  upon  such 
an  occasion. 

But,  my  Lords,  Mr.  Larkins,  who  has  in  custody  Mr.  JJ^jjJ^''*"'** 
Hastings'  memory — no  small  part  of  his  conscience — and 
all  his  accounts,  did  at  last,  in  compliance  with  Mr.  Hast- 
ings' desire,  think  proper  to  send  an  account.  Then  at  last 
we  may  expect  light.  Where  are  we  to  look  for  accounts 
but  from  an  accountant-genend  ?  Where  are  they  to  be 
found,  unless  from  him  ?  And,  accordingly,  when  people 
had  been  looking  into  the  night  of  perplexity  into  which 
ilr.  Hastings'  correspondence  had  plunged  them,  they  looked 
up  to  the  dawning  of  that  day  that  was  to  come  from  this 
star.  They  called  for  little  Lucifer  to  appear,  with  his  lamp, 
to  dispel  the  shades  of  night,  and  give  us  some  sort  of  light 
into  this  dark,  mysterious,  transaction.  At  last  the  little 
lamp  appeared  ;  Mr.  Larkins  came  forward,  and  it  was  laid 
before  the  House  of  Commons,  at  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings' friends — for  we  did  not  know  of  its  arrival :  we  have 
not  always  in  the  House  of  Commons  the  quickest  and  most 
authentic  intelligence  of  what  does  arrive.  At  last  it  arrives 
here,  with  all  the  intelligence  lie  can  furnish,  all  the  memory, 
accuracy  and  clearness,  that  can  be  furnished  for  him,  upon 
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7  May  i7y.\  fi  biiriinc'*:?  tliat  before  was  nothing  but  mystery  and  con- 
fiisit>n. 

The  letter  from  Mr.  Larkins  consisted  of  two  parts:  first, 
what  was  so  much  wanted — an  aeeoimt ;  next,  what  was  very 
much  wanti'd  to  such  accounts,  and  most  of  all  to  the  account 
he  sent  ahm^  with  his  letter — a  comment  and  explanation. 
Tlie  account  consisted  of  two  parts  or  members:  one  gave  an 
account  of  several  detached  bribes   that  Mr.    Hastings  had 
rt^ccivcd,  within  the  course  of  about  a  year  or  a  year  and  a 
h:ilf ;  and  the  other  of  a  great  bribe  which  he  htul  received  in 
one  gross  sum  of  1 00,000/.  from  the  Nawab  of  Oude. 
i>,.f,..tiv.-         Tiic  first  circumstance  that  appeared  to  us,  upon  looking 
l.rrr.i'ihtl''''   upon  these  accounts,  was,  that  there  Wcis  some  geography,  a 
little  bad    chronology,    but   nothing    else   in    the   account; 
neither  the  persons  who  took  the  money,  nor  the  persons 
from  whom  it  was  taken,  nor  the  ends  for  which  it  was  given, 
nor  anv    other  circumstance  of  his  bribe  transaction  than 
tills  that   I    have    now    before  you.     The  first    thing  they 
niiijiiripiro  looked  at  was  Dinagepore.     That  piece  of  geography  your 
'"■''"•  Lordships  are   informed  of.     I  believe  you  know  that  it  is 

one  of  the  provinces  of  the  kingdom  of  Bengal.  We  then 
have  a  Ionic  series  of  months  with  a  number  of  sums  added  to 
them,  and  in  the  end  it  is  said  that,  on  the  ISth  and  19th  of 
Asin,  meaning  September  and  October,  were  paid  to  Mr. 
C'rol'ts  two  lacs  of  rupees,  which  were  taken  from  a  sum  of 
three  lacs  6,973  rupees,  [and  then  remains  one  lac  6,973 
rupees,  from  which  were  deducted  "Charges,  9,310  rupees;" 
leaving  **  l]alance  in  charge  of  G.  G.  S.  97,663  rupees."]* 

After  we  had  waited  for  Mr.  Hastings^  own  account — after 
it  had  been  pursued  through  a  series  of  correspondence  in 
vain — after  his  agents  had  come  to  England  to  explain  it — 
tills  Is  the  explanation  that  your  Lordships  have  got  of  this 
first  article  of  the  bribe.  Dinagepore — not  the  person  paid 
to  ;  not  tlie  i)crdon  paying;  nor  any  other  circumstance  that 
wo  can  get,  except  the  G.  G.  S.  That  might  serve  for 
(reorge  Gilbert  Sanders,  or  any  other  name  you  please ;  and, 
s(?elng  Crofts  above  it,  you  might  imagine  that  it  was  an 
iMiglishman.  And  this  is  the  only  account ;  which  I  call  a 
geogra])hical  and  a  chronological  account.  But,  as  to  the 
l)articuhrs  w  iiicli  i.-ight  tend  to  give  a  light  into  the  transac- 
tion— who  gave—  to  whom — for  what — not  one  word  appenra 


^  >rr.  Larkins*  letter,  vith  tb^  a(y*ouDt,  is  printed  in  the  '*  Minutes  of  tbe 


Speech  of  Mr.  Burke,  177 

in  that :  and,  accordingly,  Mr.  Larkins  appeared,  upon  tlie  7  May  itso. 
mere  face  of  the  account,  sadly  to  disapj>oint  us ;  and  I  will 
venture  to  say  that,  compared  with  any  system  of  account,  in 
any  transaction,  Bengal  bookkeeping  is  as  remote  from  good 
bookkeeping  as  Bengal  painches  arc  remote  from  the  rules  of 
all  true,  good,  composition.  This  account  Mr.  Hastings  did 
receive.  It  is  called — "  Copies  of  the  particulars  of  tlic 
dates  [on  which  the  component  parts  of  sundry  sums  included 
iu  the  *  Account  of  sums  received  on  the  account  of  the 
honourable  Company  by  the  Governor  General,  or  paid  to 
their  treasury  by  his  order,  and  applied  to  their  service,'  were 
received  for  Mr.  Hastings,  and]  paid  to  the  sub-treasurer." 

We  have  got  some  light,  namely,  that  one  G.  G.  S.  has 
paid  some  money  to  Mr.  Crofts  for  some  purpose,  but  from 
whom  we  know  not,  nor  where  ;  that  there  is  a  place  called 
Dinagepore ;  and  that  Mr.  Hastings  received  some  money 
from  somebody  in  Dinagepore. 

The  next  article  is  Patna.  Your  Lordships  are  not  so  ill-  ^?"jyzj" 
acquainted  with  the  geography  of  India  ns  not  to  know  thut  Patna. 
there  is  such  a  place  ns  Patna,  nor  so  ill  acquainted  with  the 
chronology  of  it  as  not  to  know  that  there  are  three  months 
called  Baisakh,  Asin,  and  Chait.  From  Patna  Mr.  Crofts  was 
paid  two  lacs  of  rupees,  and  there  was  left  a  balance  of 
about  two  more. 

When  you  are  hunting  to  get  a  good  explanation  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  month  of  May,  1782,  you  receive  here  by 
Mr.  Larkins'  letter,  which  is  dated  the  5th  August,  1786, 
this  account ;  which  to  be  sure  gives  an  amazing  light  into 
this  business.  It  was  worth  sending  to  Bengal  for,  worth 
waiting  for,  with  all  tliat  anxious  expectation  with  which 
men  wait  for  great  events.  Then  you  have  learned  that, 
with  regard  to  the  province  of  Dinagepore,  there  is  a  balance 
in  discharge  of  G.  G.  S.  But,  with  regard  to  Patna,  we  have 
not  even  a  G.  G.  S. ;  we  have  no  sort  of  light  whatever  to 
know  through  whose  hands  that  transaction  passed,  nor  any 
glimpse  of  it.  Then  you  expect  to  be  made  amends  in  the 
other  province,  called  Nuodea,  where  Mr.  Hastings  had  ^{^^ 
received  a  considerable  sum  of  money.  There  is  the  very  Nuddea. 
same  darkness :  not  a  word  from  whom  received,  by  whom 
received,  or  any  other  circumstance — I  mean,  in  the  prior 
transaction — but  that  it  was  paid  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings* white  banya,  as  he  was  commonly  called  in  that  coun- 
try, into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Crofts,  who  was  his  general  agent— 
VOL.  n.  M 
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7  Mayitno.  his  white  agent  for  receiving  bribes,  for  he  was  very  far  from 
having  but  that  one. 

Now  there  is  the  whole  account  given,  after  all  this  in- 
quiry— after  so  inany  severe  animadversions  from  the  House 
of  Commons — after  all  those  reiterated  letters  from  the  Direc- 
tor:?— after  an  application  to  Mr.  Hastings  himself.  Upon 
the  face  of  the  account,  there  is  not  one  single  word  given 
in  that  account  which  can  tend  to  illusti*ate  the  matter.  He 
sums  ui)  the  whole,  and  makes  out  that  there  was  received 
5  lacs  and  ;5;"),000  rupees,  that  is  to  say  55,000/.,  [out  of  the 
sum  of  nine  lacs  and  .50,000  engaged  to  be  jxiid  ;  namely, 

Fnmi  Dinagepore   -  -  -     4,00,000 

From  Nuddea    -  -         -         -     1,50,000 

And  from  Patna   -  -  -     4,00,000 


1* 


9,50,000] 

Or  ^95,000 

Now  you  have  got  full  light.     Kabuliyat  signifies  a  con- 
tract or  an  agreement.     These  agreements  refer  plainly,  by 
the  nature  of  the  paper,  to  the  payments  that  preceded  them. 
That  is,   there  was  an  agreement,  a  contmct  or  covenant, 
to  pay — for  the  word  kabuliyat  signifies  a  contract  or  cove- 
nant  to  j>ay — Mr.  Hastings,   as  one    should  think,  certain 
r..u(  .ai-       sums  of  money,  and  it  does  not  sav  from  whom — there  never 
nanus  of      was  such  a  system  of  account  keeping,  except  the  new  system 
fn!iirwii,iui  of  brihe    exclK'(iuer  bookkeeping— but  that  such  a  sum  of 
wl-n'n"*'^'*  money    was  paid,  of  whi(*h   there  remains  such  a  balance. 
(viM^i.         When  you  come  jind  compare  tlie  money  received  by  Mr. 
(Volts  with  these  kabuliyats.  you  find  that  the  kabulijats 
amount    to    !>.>,()()()/.,  and  that   the  receipt  has  been  about 
5."),0()(>/.,  and  that,  upon  the  face  of  this  nccoimt,  there  is 
40,(K)0/.  somewhere  or  other  unace(mnted  for. 

After  finding  this  account — which  your  Lordshiiis  see  is 
so  luminous,  so  satisfactory,  so  clear,  that  it  ought  to 
come  from  a  great  accountant  and  a  great  financier, 
establishing  a  new  system  of  finance,  to  recommend  it 
to  the  world  above  all  the  old-fashioned  foolish  establish- 
ments, the  Exchequer  and  Bank  of  England, — your  Lord- 


♦  Suppliod  from  revised  copy.    See  accon"*  printed  in  the  "  Minutes  of  the 
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ships  will  see  what  lights  are  received  from  Mr.  Hastings.  7  mat  itw. 
However  it  does  so  happen  that,  from  these  obscure  hints  i>iscovcry 
we  have  been  able  to  institute  examinations,  that  have  dis-  ^iMnen- 
covered  such  a  mass  of  fraud,  guilt,  corruption  and  oppres-  ^^omu"^*" 
sion,  as  probably  never  existed  since  the  beginning  of  the 
world ;  and  that,  out  of  that  darkness,  we  hope  and  trust 
the  diligence  and  zeal  of  the  House  of  Commons  will  give 
such  light  and  discovery  of  his  base  crimes  that,  after  all  his 
prevarication — and  at  last  dying  in  the  last  dyke  of  prevari- 
cation— all   that  artifice   will    not  be  able    to  secure   him 
from  the  siege  which  the  dilitrence  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mens  has  laid  to  his  corruptions. 

You  are  to  remark  from  Mr.  Larkins'  letter,  which,  Mr.  Larking* 
though  it  stands  last  in  the  paragraphs,  is  the  first  in  prin-  *  ^* 
ciple,  that  he  perorates,  as  is  natural,  upon  such  an  occasion. 
After  giving  the  comment  of  this  account,  he  makes  a  pero- 
ration, as  is  usual  in  perorations,  somewhat  in  favour  of  the 
parties  speaking  it,  and  ad  conciliandum  auditorem^  with 
which  he  both  begins  and  ends.  But  Mr.  Larkins,  after 
giving  this  account  which  is  so  brilliant  and  luminous  as  an 
account,  remarks  in  the  nineteenth  paragraph, — 

*'  Conscious  that  the  concern  whicli  I  have  had  in  these  transactions 
needs  neither  an  apolojfv  nor  an  excuse  '* — 

tliat  is  rather  extraordinary  too — 

"  and  that  I  have  in  no  action  of  my  hfe  sacrificed  the  duty  and  fidelity 
which  I  owed  to  my  honourable  emjjloyers,  either  to  the  rej?ard  which 
I  felt  for  another  or  to  the  advancement  of  my  own  fortune,  I  shall 
conclude  this  address,  firmly  relying  ui)on  the  candour  of  those  before 
whom  it  may  he  submitted  for  its  beinfy  deemed  a  satisfactory  as  well  as 
a  circumstantial  compliance  with  the  requisition  in  conformity  to  which 
the  infonnation  it  affords  has  been  furnished  "  — * 

now  he  means  through  the  whole  course  of  the  letter,  as 
your  Lordships  will  see,  in  compliance  with  the  requisition, 
and  in  conformity  to  the  information  he  had  been  furnished 
with  by  Mr.  Hastings, — 

•*  without  which  it  would  have  been  as  base  as  dishonourable  [for  mc 
spontaneously  to  have  afforded  it.  For  though  the  duty  which  every 
man  owes  to  himself  should  render  him  incapable  of  making  an  asser- 
tion not  strictly  true,  no  man  actuated  either  by  virtuous  or  honourable 
sentiments  could  mistakenly  apprehend  that,  unless  he  betrajrod  the 
confidence  rejiosed  in  him  by  another,  he  might  be  deemed  deficient  in] 
fidelity  to  his  employers."  * 


•  Letter  from  Mr.  Larkins  to  the  Chairman  of  the  East  India  Company, 
dated  the  5th  of  Aagust,  1786.~Printed  in  the  "Minutes  of  the  Eyidence," 
p.  1156. 
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7Mkyi:so.  My  Lonlis,  here  is,  in  my  oiJinion,  a  discovery  very  well 
iiisnTTwai  Worthy  ydur  Lords-hips'  attention.  Here  is  the  accountant 
{Iwi'inil'.illi  gencnil  of  the  Company,  who  declares  and  fixes  it  as  a 
li^srmVn  M  P'^i"t  <^»f  honour  that  he  would  not  have  made  a  discovery  so 
H-iitiilir'.'  ■  inii)ortant  to  them,  if  Mr.  Hastings  himself  had  not  author- 
ised him  to  make  it ;  that  he  considers  himself  bound  bv  his 
honour  to  adhere  to  that  point.  Let  us  see  what  becomes  of 
us  when  the  principle  of  honour  is  so  debauched  and  perverted. 
A  principle  of  honour,  as  long  as  it  is  connected  with  virtue, 
ndils  no  small  efficacy  to  its  operation,  and  no  small  hril- 
liancy  and  lustre  to  its  appearance.  But  honour,  the  moment 
it  becomes  unconnected  with  official  function,  with  the 
relations  of  life,  and  the  eternal  and  immutable  rules  of 
morality,  and  ai)pears  in  its  substance  alien  to  them,  changes 
its  nature,  and,  instead  of  qualifying  it,  aggravates  all  its 
mischiefs  to  an  almost  infinite  degree.  By  the  apparent 
lustre  of  the  surface  it  hides  from  you  the  baseness  and 
deformity  of  the  ground.  Here  is  Mr.  Hastings'  agent, 
Mr.  Lark  ins,  the  Company's  general  accountant,  prefers 
his  attachment  to  Mr.  Hastings  to  his  duty  to  the  Company. 
Instead  of  the  account  he  ought  to  give  to  them,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  he  thinks  himself 
bound  by  honour  to  Mr.  Hastings  that,  if  Mr.  Hastings  did 
not  call  for  that  explanation,  he  would  not  give  it ;  so  that, 
whatever  obscurity  is  in  this  explanation,  it  is  because 
Mr.  Hastings  did  not  authorise  or  require  him  to  give  a 
clearer.  Here  is  a  ]>rinoiple  of  treacherous  fidelity,  of  per- 
fidious honour,  of  the  faith  of  conspirators  against  their 
masters,  the  faith  of  robbers  against  the  public,  held  up, 
against  the  duty  of  an  officer  in  a  public  situation;  and  I 
am  sure  that,  if  you  do  not  destroy  this  honour  of  conspi- 
rators and  this  faith  of  robbers,  there  will  be  no  other 
honour  and  no  other  fidelity  among  the  servants  in  India. 

You  see  how  they  are  bound  to  one  another,  and  how 
they  give  their  fidelity  to  keep  the  secrets  of  one  another, 
to  prevent  the  Directors  having  a  true  knowledge  of  their 
affairs.  You  Lordships  will  see,  Mr.  Larkins  has  adhered  to 
the  principle  of  secrecy;  but  you  will  see  that  Mr.  Hastings 
had  as  many  bribe  factors  as  bribes.  There  was  confidence 
to  be  rej)oscd  in  each  of  them ;  and  not  one  of  these  men 
apj)ear  to  be  in  the  confidence  of  another.  You  will  see  in 
this  letter  the  policy,  the  frame,  and  the  constitution,  of  this 
new  exchequer.     ]\Ir.  Crofts  seems  to  have  known  things 
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Gungii  Govind  Sing  did  not;  Gunga  Govind  Sing  knew  7  3Iayi789. 
things  which  none  of  the  rest  of  the  conspirators  knew.  It 
appears  that  Cantoo  Baboo,  who  appears  m  this  letter  as  a 
principal  actor,  was  in  a  secret  which  Mr.  Larkins  did  not 
know.  It  appears  likewise  that  a  Persian  munshi  was  in  a 
secret  in  whicn  Cantoo  Baboo  was  not ;  and  it  appears  that 
there  was  Mr.  Palmer  in  the  secret  of  a  transaction  in  which 
none  of  the  rest  were.  This  is  tlie  labyrinth  of  this  prac- 
tical painche  or  screw,  that  if  you  were  to  trace,  suppose, 
something  through  Major  Palmer,  and  it  stopped  there,  you 
could  not  go  further;  for  another  transaction  began  with 
Cantoo  Baboo.  If  you  were  able  to  penetrate  into  the  dark 
recess  of  the  black  breast  of  Cantoo  Baboo,  it  could  not  go 
further;  for  it  began  with  Gunga  Govind  Sing.  If  you 
pierce  the  breast  of  Gunga  Govind  Sing,  then  it  is  a  Persian 
munshi.  If  you  go  beyond  this,  you  find  Mr.  Larkins  knew 
something  that  the  others  did  not;  and  at  last  you  find 
Mr.  Hastings  did  not  put  a  confidence  in  either  of  them. 
Yuu  will  see  by  this  letter  that  he  kept  his  accounts  in  all 
colours — black,  white  and  mezzotinto ;  that  he  kept  them  in 
all  languages — in  Persian,  in  Bengali,  and  in  such  lan- 
guage as  1  believe  is  neither  Persian  nor  Bengali,  nor  any 
other  language  in  the  world,  but  it  was  the  language  that 
Mr.  Hastings  found  proper  to  keep  his  accounts  and  to 
transact  his  business  in. 

Now,  I  am  to  make  good  to  your  Lordships  these  propo- 
sitions, and  to  make  some  remarks,  to  see  how  far  the 
memory,  observation  and  knowledge,  of  the  person  referred 
to  can  supply  the  wants  of  Mr.  Hastings. 

[These  accounts  come  at  last,  though]*  very  late,  from  ^^^'Jl^*^ 
Mr.  Larkins,  who  I  will  venture  to  say — let  the  ban}- as  kius'  ictu-r. 
boast  what  they  will — has  skill,  perhaps,  equal  to  the  best  of 
them.  However,  he  begins  by  explaining  to  you  something 
concerning  the  present  of  the  ten  lacs.  I  wish  your  Lord- 
ships always  to  take  Mr.  Hastings'  word  to  it,  where  it  can 
be  had,  or  Mr.  Larkins',  who  was  the  representative  of  and 
memory  keeper  to  Mr.  Hastings,  and  then  I  may,  perhaps, 
take  the  liberty  of  making  some  observations  upon  it. 

•*  Extract  of  a  letter  from  William  Larkins,  accountant  pceneral  of 
Bengal,  to  the  Chairman  of  the  East  India  Comjjany ;  dated  6th  August 

*Mr.   Hastings    returned   from    Benares  to    Calcutta    on    the    6th 
Febniaiy  17H2  :  at  that  time  1  was  wholly  ignorant  of  the  letter  which 
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7  .M  \^  ITS'.  •»"  ^J"*  -"^1>  Jamiary.  lu'  wi-otc  I'nun  Patnii  to  the  secret  committee  of  the 
—  hounural»lf  cmiit  oi"  Din cTjus.  I'lie  Mu^fh  ilraft  "f  this  letter,  in  the 
lijiiuhvritini:  <»r  Major  INthner,  is  now  in  niy  possession.  Soon  after  his 
arrival  at  tin-  l*n">i<h'ncy,  he  rei|iicsteil  me  to  form  the  acrount  of  his 
nvei|)ts  and  ihi^hmsrinents,  whirh  you  will  lind  .joiimulized  in  the  iSt'th 
and  .'i'^rth  \n\\i\:>  nl'  liie  iionnurahle  Company's  jjeneral  hcKtks  of  the 
yearN  17>'l--.  My  ollij  ial  situatitni  as  accountant  i^tneral  had  pre- 
Vioiivly  cnnvinred  nu-  that  Mr.  Hastings  could  not  have  made  the 
issues,"  which  were  acknowledj^rd  as  received  from  him  l)y  the  aecoums 
of  some  of  tile  |iaynia>ier!»  to  the  army,  unlcbsi  he  hud  ohtnined  some 
such  !>upply  a^  that  which  hr  aftenvardw,  viz.,  on  the  Jl^d  of  May, 
17^-,  made  known  ti»  nic;  when  I  imnicdiately  sugj^ested  to  him  the 
netvsNity  of  his  transuiittinjiT  that  account  which  accompanied  his  letter 
of  that  tlatf.  till  when,  the  promise  contained  in  his  letter  of  iKHh 
January  had  entin-ly  CM'a|»ed  his  recollection.'  "* 

('..mvjii.  'fin»  f,rji»t  thin<r  I  would  remark  in)on  thii* — Jind  I  beliero 

mint  rn.iii  r         i   1  •        7  .1  1     i  •       ^1  1 

Mr. rriikiiiH  y<nir  Ijomships  hiivo  raliicr  pjoiic  borore  nie  in  the  reinark — 
snunMH  ifl,  that  Mr.  llasiinj^s  caiiu*  down  to  Ciiloutt.i  on  the  5th  of 
fh.MuTMir>''  Ki*i»riiary  ;  that  thrn,  or  a  lew  days  aft<.T,  lie  calla  his  confi- 
^'i'*'^','  <h.'iitial  friend  and  faithful  M'crelary — nvit  in  office,  for  he 
trusted  noue  <»f  his  rejruhir  si'orotarlerf  with  these  Iransac- 
t!i)n< — lie  calls  him  to  him  to  help  him  make  out  his  accounts 
durinir  his  ahsenee.  Vou  would  imagine  that  at  that  time  he 
trii>te(l  this  man  witli  account.  No  such  thin*?.  He  goes 
on  with  the  aecoinitant  general,  accounting  with  him  for 
nuMiey  expendefl,  without  ever  explaining  to  that  account- 
ant ireiieral  Imw  that  monev  came  into  his  Iiandii*.  Now 
vou  >ee  th»'  aeeountant  mMkin«;  out  the  account  and  the 
person  account iiiij.  The  aeeountant  does  not  l)v  anv  manner 
of  meanrs  make  an  objection  and  sav — **  Here  vou  arc 
givinj^  mo  an  aeeount  by  which  it  appear.-?  that  you  have 
expended  monev,  but  vou  have  not  told  me  where  vou  re- 
eeived  it ;  how  ^llall  I  make  out  a  fair  account  of  debtor 
an<l  creditor  between  you  and  the  Company?*'  No  such 
tliinir.  There  lie<  a  riiispieionin  his  breast  that  Mr.  Has!>ting8 
must  have  taken  s<ime  money  in  some  irregular  way,  or  he 
eouhl  not  have  made  tliost*  payments.  Mr.  Larkins  begins 
t(t  suspect  him.  "  Where  did  you  lose  this  bodkin  ?"  said 
a  lady  uptm  a  certain  uceasion.  **  Pray,  madam,  where  did 
vou  lind  it  ?  *  And  Mr,  llastin«js,  at  the  vei'v  momeiit  of  his 
life  when  he  required  confidence  ;  even  Avhen  making  up  hid 
accounts  with  his  accountant,  never  told  him  one  word  of 
the  matter.  You  see  he  had  no  confidence  in  Mr.  Larkins. 
This  makes  out  one  of  the  propositions  1  want  to  impre?B 
u])on  your  Lordbhipd'  minds  -  that  no  one  man  did  he  let  into 
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any  i)art  of  his  traneactions  :  a  material  circumstance,  which  7  may  nso. 
will  help  to  lead  your  Lordships'  judgment  in  forming  your 
opinion    upon   many   parts   of    this   cause.     You    see   that 
Mr.  Larkins  suspected  him.     Probably  in  consequence  of 
those  suspicions,  or  from  some  other  cause,  he  at  last  told 
liim,  upon  the  22d  May,  1782 — but  why  at  that  time  rather 
than   at   any   other   time   does   not  appear,  and   we   shall 
find    it   very   difficult  to   be   accounted  for — that   he  had 
received  a  bribe  from   the   Nawab  of   Oude  of   100,000i.  subsequent 
He  informs  him  of  this  on  the  22d  of  May,  which,  when  the  l^iliHrnt  to 
accounts  were  making  up,  he  conceals  from  him;  and  he  {i^4pt  of  ^ 
acquaints  him  with  the  rough  draught  of  the  letter  to  the  {^ijj'^o 
court  of  Directors,  informing  them  that  this  was  made,  not  ^*T**'  of 
by    any   known   secretary   of  the    Company — not  passing 
through    any    interpreter    of   the    Company — not    passing 
through  any  one  official  channel  whatever — but  through  a 
gentleman  much  in  his  confidence,  his  military  secretary; 
and,  as  receiving  bribes   and  receiving   letters  concerning 
them,  and  carrying  on  correspondence  relative  to  them,  is  a 
part  of  military  duty,  this  military  secretary  had  the  rough 
draught  of  this  letter.    And  then  it  rushes  all  at  once  upon 
Mr.  Larkins,  who  had  a  memory  ready  to  explode  at  Mr.  Mr.  Ha**t- 
Hastings'  desire  : — **  Good  God  I"  says  he,  "you  have  pro-  cd%;Mr."  ' 
mised  tlie  Directors  an  account  of  this  business."     **  Upon  ht^promUo 
my  word,"  says  Mr.  Larkins,  "it  had  entirely  escaped  his  {^ JJ^^jp"* 
recollection."      Now    Mr.  Larkins    knows    Mr.    Hastings' "J^to"*- 
recollection  ;  he  knows  what  does  and  what  does  not  escape 
him  ;  for  he  says  that,  till  that  time,  it  had  entirely  escaped 
Mr.  Hastings'  recollection.     Mr.  Hastings  had  totally  forgot 
the  promise  relative  to  the  paltry  sum  of  100,000?.  which  he 
had  made  to  the  court  of  Directors  in  the  January  before ; 
he  never  once  thouglit  of  it,  no,  not  even  when  he  was 
making  up  his  accounts  of  that  very  identical  sum,  till  the 
22d  of  May,  and  then  Mr.  Larkins  put  him  in  mind  of  his 
promise,  which  had  entirely  escaped  his  recollection.     So 
that  these  persons  answer  for  one  another's  bad  memory ; 
and  you  will  see  they  have  good  reason.     Here  is  Mr.  Has- 
tings'  want   of    recollection    in   things   of  some  moment. 
However  lightly  Mr.  Hastings  considers  the  sum  of  100,000?. 
—  which  I  dare  say  he  does — considering  the  enormous  sums 
he   has   received — he   totally   forgot  it;    he  knew  nothing 
about   it     Only,   observe   what   sort    of  memory   has  the 
rqpster  and  accountant  of  such  sums  as  100,000!.     In  what 
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'^*^JJJ'*'J-  conl'iislon  of  luillions  must  it  be  that  such  sums  can  be  lo^jt 
to  Mr.  Hustings'  rorollectiun  !  However,  he  did  recollect  it, 
and  he  thought  that  it  was  necessary  to  give  Bomc  account  of 
iiivifforts  it.  Let  us  see  who  Averc  his  accountants.  His  memory  was 
i'ii.M^in?um.  no  accountaut.  One  should  be  astonished  that  a  man  has 
'"'""^"-  had  10(),()0()/.  in  his  hands  and  laid  it  out,  as  he  pretends,  in 
tlie  i)ublic  service,  and  has  not  a  scrap  of  paper  to  show  for 
it.  Xo  Major  Pahiicr ;  no  ordinary  or  extraordinary  account 
of  it.  Well,  what  shall  we  do  in  such  circumstances? 
Mr.  Hastings  had  forgot  the  matter;  he  had  dismi.ssed  it 
— as  he  uses  the  expression  happily  in  the  Cheltenham 
letter — from  his  memory.  However,  he  calls  back  that 
dismis.scd  servant  into  his  memory,  and  desires  it  to  enter 
^|.''"7™"'**  "^^^^  office  again.  Hut  Mr.  Hastings  is  at  a  loss,  and  lie 
rnnu^i  cannot ;  and,  aceoixlingly,  he  sends  for  a  person,  whose  name 
vr^UxstiiJi  you  have  heard  and  will  often  hear  of — the  finithful  Cantoo 
a  uiuiiyiii.  jj.^joo.  This  man  comes  to  Mr.  Larkins,  and  he  reads  hira — 
1)C  .so  good  as  to  remark  the  words — from  a  Bengal  paper,  the 
ineniorandum  of  the  detaclied  bribes.  Your  Lordshij)s  observe, 
I  have  stated  a  number  of  detached  bribes  and  a  ^reat  body 
of  bribes:  one  the  great  corps  cTarmee ;  the  other  flying, 
scouting,  bodies,  which  were  only  to  be  collected  together  by 
a  skilful  man,  knowing  how  to  manage  them  and  regulate 
the  motions  of  those  wild  and  disoixlerly  troops.  But  the 
first  ]>nper — whose  hands  was  it  in? — any  accountant's  in 
Kngland  ?  No.  In  the  hands  of  Mr.  Crofts  or  any  EngUsh- 
man  ?  No ;  in  the  hands  of  Cantoo  Baboo.  In  what 
language  ?  In  Bengal  language.  When  ho  came  to  apply 
to  No.  2,  Cantoo  Baboo  failed.  He  was  not  worth  a  farthing 
for  any  transaction  that  hapi>ened  when  Mr.  Hastings  was  in 
tlie  u|>i>er  provinces,  where  he  was  his  faithful  and  constant 
atteiulant  through  the  whole:  he  could  give  no  ac<»>unt  of 
this.  Mr.  Hastings'  munshi  reads  three  lines  from  a  paper 
to  Mr.  Larkins.  Now  it  is  no  way  insinuated  that  both  the 
Bcngjil  and  Persian  papers  did  not  contain  the  account  of 
other  immense  sums ;  and,  indeed,  by  the  reading  only  of 
three  lines  from  one  of  the  Persian  papers,  your  Lordships 
will  be  able  in  your  own  minds  to  form  some  judgment  upon 
this  business.  Here  arc  three  persons  carrying  on  the 
account — Mr.  Larkins,  an  Englishman ;  Cantoo  Baboo,  a 
Gentu  ;  and  a  Persian  munshi,  probably  a  Mohammedan. 
So  all  languages,  .ill  religions,  all  descri[)tions  of  men,  arc  to 
keep  <lic  account  of   these  bribes,  and  to  make  out  this 
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valuable  account  wliich  Mr.  Larkins  gave  you.     Now  I  shall  ^  may  irso. 
read  what  he  himself  says : — 

"  The  particulars  of  the  paper  No.  1  were  read  to  me  from  a  Benpral 
]>a]ier  by  Mr.  Hastings's  biuiyan  Cantoo  Baboo ;  and,  if  I  am  not  mis- 
taken, the  three  first  lines  of  that  No.  2  were  read  over  to  me  from  a 
Persian  paper  by  his  moonshy.  The  translation  of  these  particulars 
made  by  me  was,  as  I  verily  believe,  the  first  complete  memorandum  that 
he  ever  possessed  of  them  in  the  English  language ;  and  I  am  confident 
that,  if  I  had  not  suggested  to  him  the  necessity  of  his  taking  this 
precaution,  he  would,  at  this  moment,  have  been  unable  to  have 
afforded  any  such  information  concerning  them."* 

Now,  my  Lords,  if  he  had  not  got,  at  the  intimation  of  No  other 
Mr.  Iiarkms,  some  scraps  ot  paper,  without  any  ever  occur-  prwerved  of 
ring  to  his  own  mind  and  his  own  recollection,  your  Lord-  JSccSed!'^* 
ships  might  have  at  this  day  wanted  that  valuable  informa- 
tion which  Mr.  Larkins  has  laid  before  you — that  he  had  no 
account  of  them  at  all  in  the  English  language.  Have  any 
of  them  a  complete  account  in  the  Bengal  language?  No  : 
some  are  in  the  Bengal  language,  others  in  the  Persian :  and 
Mr.  Larkins  says  this  was  the  first  complete — account,  do  you 
imagine?— no,  the  first  complete  memorandum.  You  would 
have  imagined  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  notched  down,  some- 
where or  other,  in  shorthand,  in  Persian  characters — short, 
without  vowels — or  in  some  other  way,  memorandums ;  but 
he  had  not  even  a  memorandum  of  this  business,  and,  con« 
sequently,  when  he  was  at  Cheltenham,  and  here  at  your 
bar,  he  could  never  have  had  any  account  of  a  sum  of 
200,000/.,  but  by  this  account  of  Mr.  Larkins,  taken  as 
people  read  them  from  detached  pieces  of  paper. 

Ihis  is  the  mode  of  Mr.  Hastings'  accounting  in  this  new 
exchequer.  First,  Mr.  Hastings  has  no  memory  of  it.  Mr. 
Larkins  reminds  him  of  something  of  it,  and  he  was  obliged 
to  a  Persian  munshi  to  come  and  read  him  some  memorandum, 
or  he  might  to  this  day  have  known  nothing  of  the  matter. 
One  should  have  expected  that  Mr.  Larkins  that  day,  being 
warned  and  cautioned  by  the  strange  memory  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings, and  the  danger  in  which  he  might  be  if  left  in  such  a 
situation,  would  at  last  have  been  very  cautions.  No  such 
thing.  I  will  show  your  Lordships  how  Mr.  Larkins  conies 
to  be  able  to  furnish  this  by  his  own  account — 

But  as  neither  of  the  other  sums"  (meaning  the  sums  I  mentioned) 
fiassed  through  his  hands,  [these  contained  no  such  specification,  and, 


« 


♦  Extract  of  Mr.  Larkins'  letter  of  the  5th  of  August,  1786,  referred  to 
above. 
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7  M\Y  17V.I.  ciiDsniiu'iitly.  ((lulil  not  tnulilo  him  to  avoid  the  information  witli  which 
"•  \\v  hjii  i(M|iicNttil  nic  to  rnrni^li  you  :  und  it  is  more  than  nrohalile  th:it, 
ir  llir  alluljivii  wliicli  I  took  on  tlic  Kith  of  December.  l7'S-,  had  n«'t 
i'.\|»o'»iMi  Miy  t  haractiT  to  thi*  >u>]iirii>n  of  my  heini^r  capaldo  of  commir- 
tin;;  one  ot'  tin*  hasi-st.  tivspusM's  upvin  the  conHdenre  of  mankind.  I 
should,  at  thi»  distame  of  tiniv.  have  hecn  equally  unuhle  to  have  eom- 
phv'd  wiili  hi'*  riMjUfst ;  hut.  alter  I  hecame  acquainted  with  the  insinua- 
tion snj:trr>i««l  in  the  eU'venth  reijort  of  the  Select  Committiie  of  the 
1 1 on.>e  of  Commons,  1  thouirht  it  out  too  probable  that,  unless  I  were 
]iosse*<.sed  \^)i  the  orij^inal  memorandums  which  I  had  made  of  these 
ti'aiisu'tions,  at  the  time  whi-n  1  lieeame  acquainted  with  them,  I  might 
at  sonic  (hstiiMt  period  he  una!)Ie,  that  I  had  not  descended  to  comiuit 
so  base  an  anion :  I  have.  t!uTef»>re,  alwav8  most  carefully  prescned 
exiry  pajier  which  1  posjsessed]  re^^ardinff  these  transactivms.''* 

\m..iiiii  You  see  that  Mr.  Ila^tinps    had  no  memorandums ;  you 

InquiriVs .1}  sec  that,  after  Air.  Larkius  had  made  his  memorandums  of 
JJiViiImpuis.  tl»(*n».  he  liad  no  design  of  guarding  or  kcephig  thcin; 
and  vou  will  connnend  those  wicked  and  malicious  com- 
mi t tees  Avho,  by  their  reports,  have  toM  an  accoumant 
general  an<l  tirsl  puidic  officer  that  it  was  necessary,  to 
guard  liis  eliaraeter  i'roni  their  feiuspicions^  that  he  should  keep 
sonn-  paprr  nr  otlier  of  an  account.  We  have  heard  of  the 
l)asr,  wicked  and  mereenary,  licence  that  has  been  used  by 
thoe  gi-ntlemen  of  India  towards  the  House  of  Commons — 
that  lieenci'  by  whieli  they  liavc  attempted,  through  the  very 
mean-i  l)y  wliich  tlie  people  ought  to  be  informed,  to  buy 
them  into  darkness  and  delusion.  These  means  they  have 
used  to  libel  and  traduce  the  diliii:encc  of  the  House  of  Com- 
nions  and  tlu'  iidclity  of  their  actions;  when  the  accountant 
gtMurnd  di'clares  that,  if  they  ha<.l  not  suspected  him  of 
])erjury,  he  never  might  have  had  that  account  at  all  to 
jM'esent  to  them. 

Here  is  an  account  w^hich  iirst  Mr.  Hastings  knows 
nothing  of — which  his  ditterent  secretaries  might  never  have 
given  an  account  of — which  ilr.  Hastings  never  kept  him- 
self— and  of  which  Mr.  Larkins  tells  you  that,  if  it  had  not 
been  that  the  House  of  Commons  expressed,  as  they  ought 
to  express,  much  diflidenec  and  distrust  respecting  that 
tnmsactioii,  at  this  veiy  day  that  man  would  not  have  had 
a  scrap  of  pa})er  to  have  given  to  you.  He  would  have 
turned  them  to  the  basest  and  most  infamous  of  uses,  if 
we  had  not  saved  these  valuable  fragments  by  suspecting 
his  integrity.     Your  Lordships  see,  suspicion  is  of  some  use; 


'*  T.Vf'^cf  ^^^va  Afr  T.jjrki»™*«'  ief*'>i»  fnAipiW*  */*  ixb<^*^^ 


Speech  of  Mr,  Burke.  187 

and  I  hope  the  world  will  learn  that  ])unishnient  will  be  of  7  May  i789. 
w^e  too  in  preventing  these  transactions. 

Now  your  Lordships  see  what  this  policy  is.  You  see  ii<^-j*pituia- 
no  two  persons  knew  any  thing  of  these  transactions.  You 
see  that  complete  memorandums  of  transactions  of  very 
great  moment,  and  some  of  them  that  had  passed  in  the  year 
1 779,  were  not  even  so  much  as  put  in  the  shape  of  complete 
memorandums  until  May,  1782.  You  see  that  Mr.  Hastings 
w^ould  never  have  kept  them;  that  there  is  no  reason  to 
imagine  that  a  black  banya  and  a  Persian  munshi  would 
have  been  careful  of  wliat  Mr.  Hastings  himself  was  not 
careful,  as  he  did  not  seem  to  stimulate  his  accountants 
to  a  vast  deal  of  exactness  and  a  vtist  deal  of  fidelity.  You 
see  that  Mr.  Larkins,  our  last,  our  only,  hope,  if  he  had  not 
been  suspected  by  the  House  of  Commons,  probably  would 
never  have  kept  these  papers.  You  could  not  have  had 
even  this  valuable  cargo,  such  as  it  is,  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  circumstance  Mr.  Larkins  thinks  proper  to  mention. 
We  shall  go  on  a  little  with  Mr.  Larkins.  The  first  papers 
that  were  read  to  him,  and  from  whence  he  took  his  notes, 
were  i)apers  of  Cantoo  Baboo.  They  were  detached  papers, 
amounting  in  the  whole,  with  the  kabuliyat  or  agreement, 
to  about  95,000?.,  of  which  it  appears  that  there  was 
received  by  Mr.  Crofts  55,000/.,  and  no  more.  Now,  will 
your  Lordships  be  so  good  as  to  let  it  rest  in  your  memory 
what  sort  of  an  exchequer  this  is,  even  witli  regard  to  its 
receipts — for  we  have  given  a  specimen  of  its  accounts — 
its  vouchers,  checks,  and  cx)unter  checks.  Your  Lordships 
observe,  the  accounts  are  kept  in  a  manner  that  there  is 
no  describing,  and  the  checks  and  counter  checks,  instead 
of  being  put  upon  one  another  to  prevent  abuse,  are  put 
u[K)n  each  other  to  prevent  discovery  and  to  fortify  abuse. 
When  you  hear  that  one  has  ati  account  of  expenditure, 
another  of  control,  you  say  that  office  is  well  constituted. 
But  here  is  an  office  constituted  by  different  persons,  without 
the  smallest  connection  with  each  other ;  for  the  only  puri)osc 
which  they  have  ever  answered  is  the  purpose  of  base  con- 
cealment. 

As  your  Lordships  have  seen  the  economy  and  constitu-  i)<ncioncyof 
tion  of  this  office,  now  see  the  receipt.     In  the  month  of  «um  dim"  * 
May,  1782,  out  of  the  sums  beginning  to  be  received  in  the  Q^^nagiSJ 
month  of  Shawal,   that  is  in  July,  1779,  your  Lordships 
know  that  there  was,  during  that  period  of  time,  40,000/.  out 
of  95,0002.  sunk  somewhere,  in  some  of  the  turnings  over 
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7M\Yi7^i'.  upon  the  pruliron.  through  j<omc  of  thoeo  agents  and  paml- 
i»rs  of  conuplion  which  Mr.  Hastings  uses.  Here,  in  the 
vahiable  revenue  of  the  Company  which  is  to  supply  them 
in  tlieir  exigencies,  which  is  to  come  from  sources  which 
otherwise  never  would  have  yielded  it,  which,  though  small 
in  ])n>p<)rtion  to  the  other  revenue,  yet  is  a  diamond — some- 
thing that  hy  its  value  makes  amends  for  it^  want  of  bulk- 
here  is  a  loss  of  40,000/.  Any  man,  though  he  has  no  more 
sense  than  Mr.  Hastings  has,  who  wants  all  the  faculties  of  the 
human  mind--who  has  neither  memory,  judgment,  nor  any 
thing  else — even  a  man  pretending  to  be  that  poor  half- 
idiot  creature  that  Mr.  Hastings  pretends  himself  to  be, 
would  not  engage  in  a  dealing  that  was  to  extort  95,000/.. 
upon  an  agreement  with  somebody  or  other  which  was  not 
worth  more  than  55,000/.  Here  is  a  system  made  for  fraud 
and  j)rodueing  all  the  effects  of  it  Upon  the  face  of  thirf 
account,  the  agreement  was  to  yield  to  Mr.  Hastings,  some 
way  or  other,  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Crofts,  95,000i,  and  he  was 
40,000/.  deficient.  What  is  become  of  it?  Is  it  in  the 
hands  of  his  wicked  bribe  brokers  or  in  his  own  hands? 
Is  it  in  arrear?  Do  you  know  any  thing  about  it?  Whom 
are  you  to  apply  to  for  your  information  ?  W^hy  to  G.  G.  S. 
U.  (}.  S.  I  find  to  be  indeed,  what  I  suspected  him  to  Ik,  a 
pers<ni  that  I  have  mentioned  frequently  to  your  Lordships, 
and  that  you  will  often  hear  of,  commonly  called  Gunga 
(iovind  Sing — in  (me  short  word,  the  wickedest  of  the  whole 
race  of  banyas:  the  consolidated  wickedness  of  the  whole 
body  is  to  be  found  in  this  man. 

You  would  imagine  that,  upon  some  explanation  of  the* 
sums,  vou  would  have  heard  that  there  was  an  njrreement 
made  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hastings,  through  Gunga  Govinu 
Sing,  with  foniebody  or  other,  for  the  first  sum  which  is  said 
to  be  transacted  by  Gunga  Govind  Sing,  amounting  on  the 
kabuliyat  to  four  lacs,  and  of  which  no  more  than  two  lacs 
had  been  received  ;  that  is  to  say,  half  of  it  sunk.  \\'c  have 
this  memorandum  only  : — 

"  Althoujjh  Mr.  Hastings  was  extremely  dissatisfied  with  the  excuses 
(jiiirif^a  (loviiid  Sin^  assigned  for  not  paving  Mr.  C^roft^  [the  sums  stated 
hy  the  jmpcr  No.  1  to  be  in  his  charge,  lie  never  could  obtain  firom  him 
liny  fuitlier]  i)ayments  on  that  account.*'* 


"  I'vtra'**  '''">"»  Mr.  I^rV-ins*  let^'^   '^^  ♦'"   >th  /^^wst,  referred  *o  nbof** 
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Mr.  Hastings  is  exceedingly  dissatisfied  with  those  excuses,  i  May  i7S9. 
id  there  is  the  whole  account  of  the  transaction.     He  gave  Mr.  liiiit. 
m  half,  and  he  was  so  exceedingly  dissatisfied  that  lie  did  to^JuS^"*^* 
)t  give  him  the  other  half  that  you  would  have  "^^nedg^^^^g.^^ 

breach  would  have  immediately  ensued  between  them ; 
•r  it  ap|)ears  that,  by  this  account — for  that  is  the  only 
ling  he  has  said  of  Gunga  Govind  Sing — he  does  not  state 
)w  he  came  to  be  employed,  and  for  what  he  was  employed. 
ut  you  are  to  be  told  that  Mr.  Hastings  was  exceedingly 
ssatisfied  with  Gunga  Govind  Sing  for  not  paying  him  the 
oney  that  he  ought  to  have  paid,  especially  as  it  appears 
f  the  transaction  that  he  had  received  10,009/.  of  the 
oney  which  he  did  not  account  for,  and  pretended  an  arrear 
•  the  rest,  as  fur  as  we  can  make  our  way  through  this 
irkness.  So  here  Mr.  Hastings'  bribe  agent  admits  that  he 
m1  received  10,000^.  He  will  not  account  for  it.  He  pre- 
nds  there  is  an  arrear  of  another  10,000/. ;  and  by  that 
eans  he  is  enabled  to  take  from  somebody  at  Dinagepore, 
r  a  kfibnliyat,  40,000/.,  of  which  Mr.  Hastings  can  get 
it  20,000/.  There  is  cent  per  cent  loss  upon  it.  He  is 
igry  with  Gunga  Govind  Sing. 

I  shall  not  anticipate  what  some  of  my  honourable  friends 
ill  bring  before  your  Lordships  upon  this  commission ;  but 
tell  you  that,  so  far  from  quarrelling  with  Gunga  Govind 
ing  or  being  angry  with  him,  it  is  a  little  pettish  love 
iiarrel  with  Gunj^a  Govind  Sing:  amantium  tree  amons 
tegrath  est:  for  Gunga  Govind  Sing,  without  paying  him 
le  shilling  of  this  money,  attended  him  to  the  Ganges ;  and 
le  of  the  last  acts  of  Mr.  Hastings'  government  was  to 
(present  this  man,  who  was  unfaithful  even  to  fraud — who 
d  not  keep  the  common  faith  of  thieves  and  robbers — tliis  Recom- 
\vj  man  he  recommends  to  the  Company  as  a  person  who  ™^m!'*™ 
ight  to  be  rewarded  as  one  of  their  best  and  most  faithful 
rvants.  After  this  transaction  and  after  this  fraud,  how 
»e8  he  recommend  him  to  be  rewarded  ?  By  giving  him 
e  estate  of  another  person  ;  the  way  in  which  Mr.  Hastings 
jsircs  to  be  always  rewarded  himself.  Afterwards  he  calls 
>on  the  Company's  justice  to  give  him  some  money  for 
penses  which  he  never  charged  to  them  ;  he  desires  them  to 
sign  him  the  money  upon  some  person  of  the  country.  So 
re  Mr.  Hastings,  after  this,  recommends  him,  not  only  to 
ist,  confidence  and  employment,  which  he  does  very  fully, 
it  to  a  rewai-d  taken  out  of  the  substance  of  other  people, 
bis  is  what  Mr.  Hastings  has  done  with  Gunga  Govind 
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7  M  \Y  i7^i).  Siiip  ;  and,  if  nnch  iirc  the  effects  of  his  anger,  what  iiiiist  he 
Inf. n^.,. of  tlu'  effects  of  hi.'^  pleasure  and  {satisfaction?  I  say  that  Mr. 
'"""^'""'  lla>tinir'*  eouM  not  have  so  recommended  him  after  this 
known  fnind,  in  one  Inisiness  only  of  20,000?. — he  could  not 
.^0  have  sn|)porte(l  him— -he  could  not  so  have  caressed  him— 
lir  e«iuM  not  so  have  employed  him,  being  in  fact  one  of  the 
la^t  men  lie  .saw  in  India — he  could  not  have  done  this, 
unles-«  ho  liad  ])aid  to  Mr.  Hastings  privately  that  sum  of 
m<»nev  whieli  never  was  hroufflit  into  anv  even  of  these  mi- 
serahh^  accounts ;  unless  he  paid  him  that  money,  without 
which  hi'  ni'itlier  ought  or  was  to  be  satisfied ;  or  had  some 
honourahh'  sicret  to  tell  of  him  on  account  of  which  Mr.  Hast- 
ings did  ni>t  dare  to  provoke  him  to  give  a  just  account  of 
th<»  matter  ;  or  unhv-^s  the  agreement  between  them  oriirinallT 
was  for  half  or  a  thinl  of  this  to  go  to  Gunga  (iovind  Sing. 
Tills  is  the  i)atriotic  scheme  of  bribery — the  public- 
>pirited  corruption — wliich  Air.  Hastings  uses  upon  this 
(n'cai^ion.  by  wliii'h  he  thinks,  out  of  the  vices  of  mankind,  to 
draw  a  better  rrveiuie  than  out  of  any  legal  source  whatever: 
and,  tlierrlore,  hr  lia^  resolved  to  become  the  most  corrupt  of 
all  (iovcrnors  (icneral,  in  order  to  be  the  most  useful  ser- 
vant to  the  finaners  of  the  Company.  So  much  as  to  the 
Ih'st  artich'  (if  Dinagepore  peshcush.  All  you  have  is,  that 
(r.  (i.S.  is  (runga  (Iovind  Sing;  that  he  has  cheated  the 
I>ul>lie  of  half  of  it;  that  Mr.  Hastings  was  angry  with  him, 
and  yet  went  away  from  15engal  rewarding,  praising  and 
cares^inLi",  him.  Let  tht\-e  things  pass?  They  cannot  i>as.'' 
with  y«)iu'  Lordships'  sagacity.  1  will  venture  to  say  that  no 
court,  vsvimA'  /tir-poud/r,  could  help  finding  him  guilty  upon 
such  a  matter,  if  .Mich  a  court  had  to  inquire  into  it. 
PMHM./.  iiiir  The  next  article  is  Patna.  Here  he  was  to  receive 
oi\'iy''iiriiVoi"  n),()(K)/.  tt>o;    but   from   whom,  this  deponent    sayeth  not. 

'"■ '^'■^'    Till:*  Mr.  Larkins,  who  is  a   famous  deponent,  never  hints 

onco.  Vou  m;iy  look  through  the  whole  letter  — it  is  a  pretty 
h»ng  one.  I  will  .<ave  your  Lordshi[)s  the  trouble  of  hearing 
it  n.iw,  bccausi*  vou  will  have  it  before  vou  when  vou  come 
to  the  Patna  husiness.  You  will  find  somebodv  enffajjetl 
with  him  for  40,000/,  .and  wliich  was  but  half  received. 
^'ou  want  an  explanaiitui  of  this.  You  see  the  kind  of 
explanation  you  have  of  Gunga  Govind  Sing,  which  is 
a  conjectural  explanation  of  G.  G.  S.  But,  when  you 
come  to  that — who  that  person  was — why  it  was  not  paid— 
what  the  cause  of  failure  was — you  do  not  know  ;  yon  onlj 
onvTi   'hf*-.  th'^fn  •'v^'"'  *^"t  p'""  'l'*fic^'^nt    nnd  ^r  Larkin^f 
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who  18  our  last  resort  and  final  hope  of  light  into  this  trans-  7  may  im. 
action^  gives  not  the  smallest  glimpse  of  light  upon  it  through 
the  whole  business.  We,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  have 
been  reduced  to  form  proper,  legitimate,  conjectures  upon  this 
business,  and  those  conjectures  have  led  us  to  further  evi- 
dence, which  will  enable  us  to  fix  one  of  the  most  scandalous 
and  most  mischievous  bribes  upon  Mr.  Hastings,  from  the 
circumstances  of  it,  that  were  ever  known.  But  here  you 
see  nothing  but  concealment  of  it ;  for,  if  he  took  40,000?. 
from  the  Company's  servants,  here  is  another  failure  of  half 
the  money. 

Oh,  my  Lords,  you  will  find  that  that  failure  was  bought 
with  the  loss  of  one  of  the  best  revenues  in  India,  and  with 
the  grievous  distress  of  a  country  that  deserved  well  your 
protection,  instead  of  being  robbed  to  give  20,000/.  to  the 
Company,  and  another  20,000/.  to  some  robber  or  other,  black 
or  white.  NVhen  I  say  given  to  some  other  robber,  black  No  friend- 
or  white,  I  do  not  suppose  that  there  is  any  friendship,  gene-  black  men 
rosity  or  communion,  between  white  men  and  black.  No  :  *"**  ^**^***' 
their  colours  are  not  more  adverse  than  their  characters  and 
tempers.  There  is  not  that  idem  velle  et  idem  nolle ;  there 
are  not  the  same  habits  of  life :  even  the  common  bindinnr  of 
the  most  ordinary  society,  mutual  motives,  docs  not  exist 
between  them.  It  is  a  money  dealing,  and  money  dealing 
only  exists  among  them ;  and  when  you  hear  that  a  black 
man  is  favoured,  and  that  a  pretence  is  made,  and  that  20,000/. 
is  left  in  his  hands,  do  not  believe  it — you  cannot  believe  it ; 
for  we  will  bring  evidence  to  show  that  friendship  between 
these  people  is  nothing  ;  that,  when  they  give  money  to  a 
white  man,  it  is  a  bribe,  and  when  to  a  black  man,  he  is  a 
sharer  in  those  infamous  profits. 

We  find  somebody  else  anonymous  with  20,000/.  more  in  The  differ- 
his  hands  ;   and  when  we  come  to  discover  who  the  man  is,  Seaiinprs  '^ 
and  what  the  balances  of  the  Company  were,  you  will  find  hli^wiSi**^' 
that  this  20,000/.  was  bought  at  such  a  compound  interest  JJJ^j^t,*** 
:is  was  never  attempted  in  any  bargain.     Tlic  most  violent, 
griping,  usurer,  in  dealing  with  the  most  extravagant  heir, 
never  made  such  a  bargain  as  Mr.  Hastings  has  made  for 
the  Company  ]>y  this  bribe.     Therefore  it  could  be  nothing 
but  fraud  th.at  could  have  got  him  to  have  undertaken  such 
a  revenue.     That  shows  you  that  it  is  a  pretence  to  cover 
fraud,  and  not  a  weak  attempt  at  raising  a  revenue;    and 
that  he  was  not  that  idiot  that  he  represents  himself  to  be, 
forgetting  all  his  duty,  all  his  oflices,  his  own  affairs  and  the 
pnbtic  affiurs ;  that  he  does  not  forget  to  make  a  bargain,  to 
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TMw  \>\K  crot  money;  but  when  the  money  is  to  be  rccoYercd,  as  he 
Miy-i,  lor  tlio  Company,  he  forgets  to  recover  it:  »o  tliAt  the 
accuracy  l»y  which  hu  l)ogin.Sii  bribe,  and  the  carelessness  with 
which  he  cuds  it,  avrihus  initiis  et  soporosa  Jine,  are  things 
that  characterise,  not  weakness  and  stupidity,  but  fraud. 

M..ii.v.iu.        'j^],j.  ,^^,^^  y.^,  i)rocecd  to  is  Nuddca     Here  have  we  more 

•'■ '  lii^ht  I     Docs  Mr.  Larkins  anywhere  tell  you  anything  about 

NndiKa?     No;  it  appears  as  if  it  had   been  jMiid  up;  that 

the  kahidiyat  and  payment  answer  and  tally;  but,  when  we 

c<»iiie  to  examine  evidence   upon  these   parts,  you  will  see 

mtist  abundant  reasons  to  be  assured  that  there  is  much  more 

conccaK'd  umler  this — that  it  is  an  account  current  and  not 

an  a«H^)unt  eU)sed.  and  that  it  is  for  some  other  and  greater 

ii.i.  kuMii.    ^^jjj^  iIj    J  ai>i)cars.     Who  has  received  it  ?     Who  is  to  answer 

|)ir.-.  i.rs      i;,!-  it  {     Suppose  the  Company  were  to  inquire  of  Jlr.  Hast- 

I'ltiiik'iiMs.- iugs.     Not  that  they  would  make  any  inquiry  at  all;  they 

""'*'*' ^'""""  are  not  the  kind  of  people.     You  would  imagine  that  a  mer- 

eantih'  biwly  would  have  some  of  the  mercantile  excellencies, 

ami  even  you  wiuild  allow  thcni,  perhaps,  some  of  the  mei*can- 

tile  faults  ;  but  tlicy  never  inquired  into  them.     They  have, 

like  Mr.  Hastings,  forgotten  totally  the  mercantile  character, 

and,  accordingly,  neither  accuracy  of  account  nor  fidelity  of 

account  <lo  they  ever  require  of  Mr.  Hastings.     They  havo 

too  much  confidence  in  him,  and  accordingly  he  acts  like  a 

man  in  whom  such  confidence  without  reason  is  reposed. 

rn.In  Xmi.i       ^^"^'  ^**  '"^^^ — whoiu  did  he  get  it  from  ?     Was  it  an  act  of 

1.1  »i.  '  friends] J ip  and  generosity  from  these  people  of  the  country? 
Xo:  we  shall  find  out  and  prove  from  whom  he  got  it;  at 
least,  we  shall  ju'oduce  such  a  c<mjecture  upoti  it  as  your 
Lordships  will  think  us  bound  to  do,  when  we  have  such  an 
account  before  us.  Here  there  is  no  deficiency.  But,  when 
wo  look  into  this  account,  we  find  skulking  in  a  comer  a  per- 
son called  Nundulol ;  from  him  there  are  58,000  rupees. 
Kclcrrinti:  back  to  ^lav,  we  see  this  little  child  in  a  corner. 

y.^JJ^jliilJ '  Y()u  will  find  that  he  who  appears  to  have  paid  up  this  money, 
and  which  Mr.  Hastings  spent  as  he  pleased  in  his  journey  to 
Hcnares,  this  man  had  a  trust  in  him  ;  that  he  is  the  wickedest 
of  men  next  to  those  I  have  mentioned — always  ^ving  the 
first  rank  to  Gunga  Goviiid  Sing,  the  second  to  Deby  Sing, 
the  third  to  Cantoo  Baboo.  This  man  is  fit  to  be  one  next 
on  a  i)ar  with  them.  They  are  primi  inter  j}ares ;  rather 
like  a  person  that  has  a  lead  in  the  same  rank  than  any 

JJ^.;^Jjj^/;!)'''^' difference  in  them.  And  Mr.  Larkins,  when  he  comes  to 
explain  this,  **  I  belie^'e  it  is  for  a  jmrt  of  the  Dinagepore 

^i»Ql\r-iu1)   <vvhicl'    WO"U    "^aduooi  it  to  nMiif.   5.000/./'  but  hf 
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does  not  pretend  to  know  what  it  is  given  for.  He  gives  7  Mat  17s 
several  guesses  at  it ;  "  but,  as  I  do  not  know,  I  shall  not  pre- 
tend  to  give  more  than  my  conjecture  upon  it."  lie  is  in  the 
right ;  because  we  shall  prove  he  never  did  have  anything 
to  do  with  the  Dinagepore  peshcush.  These  are  very  ex- 
traordinary proceedings.  It  is  my  business  simply  to  state 
them  to  your  Lordships  now.  We  will  give  them  in  after- 
wards in  proof,  to  let  them  be  confirmed  and  fortified  by 
further  observations ;  and,  lastly,  submit  to  your  Lordships' 
judgment  the  whole  of  this  treacherous  mode  of  accounting. 
One  of  the  objects  of  this  account  is  to  illustrate  these 
bonds.  He  says,  the  two  first  stated  sums,  namely  Dinage- 
pore and  Patna,  in  the  paper  marked  No.  1,  I  suppose — for 
he  seems  to  explain  it  to  be  such — are  sums  for  which  Mr. 
Hastings  took  two  bonds,  viz., — 

"No.  1539,  dated  Ist  October,  1780,  and  No.  1540,  dated  2nd  Octo- 
ber, 17^,  each  for  the  sum  of  current  rupees  1,16,000,  or  siccas  one  lack, 
were  granted.  The  remainder  of  that  amount  was  carried  to  the  credit 
of  the  head  of  Four  per  Cent.  Remittance  Loan ;  Mr.  Hastings  havinji^ 
taken  a  bond.  No.  8!),  which  has  been  since  completely  liquidated  con- 
formably to  the  terms  of  that  loan.'*^ 

The  first  thing  that  I  have  to  remark  in  this  sentence  is, 
the  most  extraordinary  instance  of  fraudulent  accuracy,  or 
shameful  official  inaccuracy,  that  ever  I  discovered  in  any 
paper  I  have  seen.  The  first  sums  are  asserted  to  be  paid  False  Btate- 
to  Mr.  Crofts  on  the  18th  and  19th  of  Asin,  1187.  TheSf'^Sf 
month  of  Asin  corresponds  with  the  month  of  September 
and  part  of  October,  and  not  with  November ;  and  it  is  the 
more  extraordinary  that  Mr.  Larkins  should  mistake  this, 
because  he  is  in  an  office  which  requires  monthly  payments, 
and  consequently  great  monthly  exactness,  and  a  continual 
transfer  from  one  month  to  another.  We  cannot  suppose 
that  any  accountant  in  England,  of  any  name  or  character, 
can  be  more  accurate  in  his  accounts  of  the  months  than 
Mr.  Larkins  can  be  of  the  comparative  state  of  a  Bengal 
and  an  English  month.  Mr.  Larkins  has  thought  proper  to 
tell  you  that  they  were  received  in  November.  The  thing 
answers  perfectly  well  with  another  state  of  the  transaction 
given  by  Mr.  Hastings,  namely,  the  time  of  his  taking  the 
Ix>nd8  being  the  1st  and  2nd  of  October ;  and,  therefore,  Mr. 
Larkins  is  totally  mistaken,  who  has  thought  proper  to  say 


*  Mr.  Larkins*  letter  of  the  5th  August,  paragraph  9. 
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T  Mwi^'.t.  that  till'}'  wri'Q  in  tlu'  innnili  of  November.  First,  lierc  is  a 
in'«).->  inMOcurai^y.  If  you  have  a  poet — if  yon  have  a  politi- 
cian- 'i  niorali>t — inai.'Curato,  these  arc  things  where  the 
sliallow  ImmukIs  of  thinL;;s  do  not  perhaps  admit  of  accuracy; 
hut  what  i-i  an  inai'rurate  accountant  i(ood  fi)r?  "  Sillvmaii 
lliat  dn.-t  ui)t  know  thv  own  r?illv  trade  I''  The  trade  is  not 
sillv.     Ydu  <1<)  n(»t   ijraiso  an  accountant  for  bciiii:'  accurate, 

«  I  ft? 

hfM'aust-  vuu  liavc  tliousands  of  tliem,]»ut  you  blame  a  puhhc 
{iccunutanl  wlio  is  ijuiltv  nf  a  Lrrns.-a  inacciu'acv.  Well  then, 
what  cuil  fniild  his  h.ini,^  inaccurate  answer  ?  Whv  not 
p.auH'  Ocioh-r  a>  well  as  N'oveniher?  1  know  no  reason  for 
ir,  hut  Ik  IV  i-  c*  rtainlv  a  «rro  s  mistake  :  I  believe,  from  the 
uaturc  «»f  iln»  thin.,%  not  merely  a  mistake.  But,  Ji^uppose  ho 
did  put  Xoviinhir  by  mistake  instead  of  October — take  it 
tliat  it  i>!  a  mi  t.dv^'  and  to  have  nothini'  of  fraud  but  mere 
rart  ioisni'.-s,  which  in  a  man  valued  by  Mr.  Hastings  for 
bcinix  verv  jn'.p.ctillou-i  and  accurate  is  extraordiuan" — we 
lind  that  this  b):id  was  taken  in  the  month  of  Shawal,  11. Mi, 
or  177i',  but  thi*  rvH'cipt  is  said  to  be  in  Asin,  17«'^0:  that 
\>  !->  sav.  thevv'  v.as  a  vcar  and  about  thr<.e  mouths  between 
{\\v  colK.i"ii'»n  and  ih"  n-eeipt  ;  and,  <lurin<^  all  that  period  (>t* 
Tin'tiMj  tinu',  an  euormor.s  sum  (»f  mi>ney  ha«l  laiji  in  tlu)  hands  of 
J"i'V;V'V;l,n.'.n  (IniiL'a  (loviud  Sin.i\  to  b«'  em[)Ioyed  when  ^Ir.  Hastings 
»;.\m.i    "    ^Ii;,i.l(l  iliink  lit.      lie  cmplovcd  it,  he  >avs,  jbr  the  Mahratta 

SlllL'  .S  I.  .  ■  • 

Ikimi-.  cxp.  iitMin.  IK'  liC'iau  tliat  h'tter  on  the  -Hlh  of  November, 
by  rlliiii;  miu  lliat  I  ho  liribe  woulfl  not  have  been  taken 
iVoni  ('hi'\t  J^inir,  if  it  wa-s  not  bv  the  instiiication  of  the 
txi^.:<n('(^  to  .  njiply  monry.  lawful  (»r  unlawful.  But  here 
was  no  rxi^'ucy  tor  it  before  the  i»emr  anny  came  upon  the 
b;»rdi'r^  of  tlu*  (•.•untrv     that    armv  which   he  invited  by  his 

•  •  • 

carelcrs  «i.iiili!rt  to  tin*  B:\jn  of  I'orar,  and  which  he  w:i> 
obli^red  to  buy  '.ff  l)y  a  sum  tA'  ujoney.  Tlii.s  niu?t  have 
i»!M'n  bi'fore  1m!  had  any  occasion  for  it:  and  you  find  a 
T'lid  lay  in  (iun^'a  (l«>vind  Sinix's  Iiaud.s.  lie  then  applies 
to  it  a  pari  of  a  fmul  that  Ix'  nnisl  have  taken  without  any 
\'.r\\'  whatever  i(»  th(*  (\)Uij)any's  interest.  It  is  the  moiv 
('Xtra«n'dinarv  beciuse,  tluMiirh  1  find  here  the  times  of  the 
r('('(^i|)t,  !  have  not  tlie  date  of  the  agreement  when  it  was 
i!i:vle.  1  find  tlic  first  receipt  to  be  some  time  in  the  year 
177i).  It  wa^  but  a  year  Ijcfore,  so  far  from  the  Company 
bein;,^  in  distress,  he  dt  dared  lie  should  have,  at  very  near 
tlie  period  when  tliis  I»rihe  became  payable,  a  lai'ge  sum.  / 
'Mumot  certainly  tell  when  the  agn?ement  was  made,  yet  i 
-h?iU  lav  opoii  sjo^iethi'^'j:  '"M'v  '^\(raonl"nry  uih)u  that,  »in' 
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will  lead  von  stop  by  step  to  the  bloody  scenes  of  Deby  7  May  i789. 
Sing.  When  Mr.  Hastings  was  carrying  on  these  accounts, 
he  was  carrying  them  on  without  any  reference  to  the  object 
to  which  he  applied  them.  It  was  an  old  premeditated  pay- 
ment. It  could  not  be  paid  for  an  exigency,  because  it  was 
to  be  paid  by  instalments.  Look  at  the  next,  that  was  like- 
wise paid  in  kabuliyats.  He  had  no  momentary  exigency 
to  supply  with  a  sum  of  money,  but  it  was  paid  regularly, 

?eriod   by  period,  as   a  constant   uniform  income,  to  Mr. 
lastings. 
You  find  Nuddea  the  same.     You  find  Mr.  Hastings  first  Bonds  taken 
leaving  this  sum  of  money  for  a  year  and  three  months  in  SS, Joy  by 
the  hands  of  Gunga  Govind  Sing;  then,  by  an  exigency  (^Ji^^f- 
pressing  liim,  by  the  Mahrattas  suddenly  invading  Bengal,  *'"*  o^'"* 
when  obliged  to  refer  to  his  bribe  fund,  he  finds  that  fund 
empty,  and   he   takes   a  bond   for  two  thirds  of  his  own 
money  and   one   third   of  the  Company's.     Now,  what   iThomonw 
stated  before,  Mr.  Larkins  proves  of  one  of  those  accounts  by  Mr.  L*r- 
that    he  took,    in    the   month    of  January,    for   this   bribe  thiAisiho^ 
money,   whicli,  according  to  the  principles  he   lays   down,  ^J'JJJJjy'" 
was  the  Company's  money,  he  took  for  that  three  bonds,  JJ^jJi^*"; 
as  for  money  advanced  from  his  own  cash.     Here,  instead 
of  having  it  all  for  his  own,  as  it  should  nppear  to  be  in 
the  month  of  January  when   he   took  tlie  bonds,    or   two 
thirds  his  own   and  one  third  the    Company's,  as   he    said 
in  his  letter  of  the  29th  of  November — it  now  turns  out,  by 
Mr.  Larkins'  account,  paragraph   ninth,   which    I  wish   to 
mark  to  your  Lordships,  that  it  was  two  tliirds  the  Com- 
pany's money    and    one  third  his  own;    and  yi't  it    is  all  Tiio whole 
confounded  under  bonds,  as  if  the  money  had  been  his  own.  foundwi' 
What  can  you  say  to  this  heroic*  sharper  disguised  under  the  jJJJ,^|*(J 
name  of  a  patriot,  when  you  find  him  to  be  nothing  but  a 
downright  clieat — un<ler  the  Company's  name  taking  their 
own  securities  to  him  for  the  debts  whieh  ho  owed  them ; 
afterwards,  entering  upon  that  account  a  false  account  of 
them;    contradicting   that   by  another   account?    and  God 
knows  whether  the  third  is  true  or  false !     These  are  not 
things  that  I  am  to  make  out  by  any  conclusion  of  mine ; 
here  they  are  made  out  by  himself  and  Mr.  Larkins.     Com- 
pare it  with  his  letter  of  the  27th,  you  find  a  gross  fraud 
covered  by  a  direct  falsehood. 

Then  he  goes  to  Choyt  Sing's  bribes.  He  has  done  there 
with  the  bonds;  he  now  comes  to  the  other  species  of 
Mr.  Hastings'  fraud — for  there  is  a  great  variety  in  him. 
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There  wn«  ttic  fiitiKl  of  his  depoi^it^i.     When  hn  dcpiMts 

muiHiy   which   tie  m(\  wiw  i\w  Comiiany'",  uod   w]iioh  Ue 

Irt*"!"-  reeiiivoii  in  fact  lu  briliec,  be  dematKlii  them — fitt  the  Com- 
pnny? — no;  forhiniscir;  rind  here  i«  the  no^oiiiit  Mr.  I^rkiia 
civca.  Ho  was  iiot  in  the  Eocret  of  llii*  muney  originallyi 
Ec  cauio  to  the  knowledgo  of  lh«  bond  tnoncy  throuj^ 
(timga  Govind  Sing  aod  thmndi  Cantoo  Uaboa  The  otlia 
he  Via»  a  coniiditnt  of  himecir-,  it  was  carried  to  him,  and  ibe 
itccoiint  he  gives  of  it  I  will  »1at«  to  your  L^irdtfhijB.  I 
km  forgot  to  mention  that,  hc»dei«  these  two  bond«  wlitdi 
'  Mr.  Miki>tinr;K  dt-ckrcd  to  he  the  Gomynny'*  nnd  ooe  hnod 
'"  his  own,  he  slipped  into  the  place  of  the  bond  of  htc  on 
much  bettor,  namely,  n  bond  of  November,  which  be  nowr 
niontionod  to  the  Cumpnny  till  the  22nd  of  Mayj  and  tidl 
bond  for  current  rupees  1,74,000,  or  sicca  rupeee  1 ,50,00(}, 
WM  taken  for  the  payment  stati^cl  in  the  patwr  Koi.  1  to  haw 
been  made  to  Mr.  (5rofts  on  the  Ilth  Agban,  1187.  wliidi 
con«9poadH  will)  the  2.1rd  of  November,  1780.  Thti  u  th« 
Nuddea  money,  and  thin  \*  all  that  you  know  of  it.  Vou 
know  that  thitt  money,  for  whidi  he  ha<i  Inkcn  thi«  otlm 
bond  from  the  Company,  wiu  not  \m  own  ti6ithi:r,  hut  bribu 
taken  from  the  other  provinces. 

I  aTii  ashamed  to  he  troublesome  to  your  Li>rdahipa  in  lliii 
dry  affair,  but  the  detection  of  fraud  requires  a  good  Jenl  if 
patience  and  assiduity,  and  wc  cannot  wander  into  any  llunfl 
that  can  relieve  the  mind:  if  it  was  in  my  power  to  <lo  iti 
would  do  it.  I  wioh  to  coll  your  Lord-ihipa'  attention  to  dif 
economy  of  this  other  bribe,  before  I  quit  lhe«c  buoiU 
There  la  always  something ;  gktan  never  «o  much  from  pon- 
—  o(  grapliH  of  Mr.  IlasUnga  and  Mr.  Larkina.  You  will  fiai 
lb  thfl  there  h  some  confusion ;  the  frauds  arc  so  complicate,  n 
intricate,  he  could  not  brino;  them  to  account.  Suva  MrLw* 
kins. — "  they  were  received  before  tJie  1st  and  2n(f  of  Ociolwr, 
and  jjaid."  Why  does  not  the  running  treasury  sreouni  girt 
an  account  of  it?  The  committee  examined  ivh<:lh«T  ibt 
running  treajiury  account  ha<l  any  Mich  account  of  «iiw 
de])osited.  Ko  such  thing.  They  were  said  by  Mr  Ila.atingt 
to  be  dejtosited  in  June ;  they  were  not  deiWii'itcd  in  Oclobrt, 
nor  any  ncooinit  of  tlicm  tiU  the  January  following.  '  Thw* 
bonds,"  says  he,  "  I  could  not  enter  n«  regular  money,  l» 
be  entered  on  the  Company's  account,  or  in  any  public  wsTt 
until  I  had  had  an  order  of  the  Governor  ticneml  aw 
Council."  "  But  why  had  not  you  an  order  of  thu  Govt***! 
General  and  Council  ?    Wo  are  not  calling  oq  you.  He ' 
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kins,  for  an  account  of  your  conduct ;  we  are  calling  u[)on  i  buy  i78». 
Mr.  Hastings  for  an  account  of  his  conduct,  and  which  ho 
refers  to  you  to  explain.     Why  did  not  Mr.  Hastings  order 
you  to  carry  them  to  the  public  account?"     "Because," 
says  he,  "  there  was  no  other  way." 

Every  one  who  knows  any  thing  of  any  treasury  or 
banking  phice  knows,  that  if  any  person  brings  them  money 
as  belonging  to  the  public,  they  are  bound,  no  doubt,  to 
receive  it  and  enter  it  as  such.  '*  But,"  says  he,  "  I  could  not 
do  it  until  the  account  could  be  settled  and  a  fair  debtor  and 
creditor  struck.  I  could  not  do  it  till  I  could  put  on  one  side 
Durbar  charges,  secret  service,  to  such  an  amount,  and  balance 
that  again  with  bonds  to  Mr.  Hastings."  That  is,  he  could 
not  make  an  entry  regularly  in  the  Company's  books,  until 
Mr.  Hastings  enabled  him  to  commit  one  of  the  grossest 
frauds  and  vioLitions  of  a  public  trust  that  ever  was  done ; 
that  is,  by  ordering  that  money  of  the  Company's  to  be 
considered  as  his  own,  and  taking  a  security  for  it  from 
the  Company  as  if  it  was  his  own.  Your  Lordships  will 
consider  both  the  person  who  employs  such  a  fraudulent 
man  and  his  ideas  of  his  duty  in  his  office.  But  now  wc 
come  to  the  dej)osit. 

"  llie  third  sum  contained  in  Mr.  Hastings*  account,  for  which  the 
bond  No.  Ki>l,  dated  2.'^d  November,  17^0,  for  current  rupees  1  J4,(HM), 
or  siccas  1,50,(^)0  was  granted,  was  for  the  j)ayment  stated  in  the 
I>apcr  N(».  1.  to  have  been  made  to  Mr.  (Toftcs  on  11th  Augun,  IIS/, 
wliich  corresponds  with  'J-'^rd  November,  1 780.  The  fourtli  sum  stated 
in  Mr.  Hastings*  account  was  the  produce  of  sundry  payments  made  to 
me  l)y  Sadamund,  C'heyte  Sing's  buxey,  who  either  brought  or  sent  the 
goldinohurs  to  my  house,  from  whence  they  were  taken  ])y  mc  to 
^fr.  Cn)ftes,  either  on  the  same  night  or  early  in  the  morning  after. 
They  were  made  at  different  times,  and  I  well  remcndier  that  the  same 
I>eople  never  came  twice.  On  21st  June,  17^0,  Mr.  Hastings  sent  for 
mc  and  desire<l  that  I  woidd  take  charge  of  a  i)resent  that  had  been 
offered  to  him  by  Cheyte  Sing's  buxev,  under  the  plea  of  atoning  for  the 
op|)osition  which  he  had  made  towards  the  payment  of  the  extra  subsidy 
for  defraying  part  of  the  expenses  of  the  war,  but  really  in  the  hoi)e  of 
inducing  Mr.  Hastings  to  give  uj)  that  claim,  with  which  view  the 
present  had  first  been  offered.  Mr.  Hastings  declared  that,  although  he 
would  not  take  this  for  his  own  use,  he  would  apply  it  to  that  of  the 
Company,  in  removing  Mr.  Francis's  objections  to  the  want  of  a  fund  for 
defraying  the  extra  expenses  of  C'ohmel  Camac's  detachment.  On  my 
Kturn  to  the  office,  I  wrote  the  substance  of  what  Mr.  Hastings  had 
said  to  me,  and  reiiucsted  Mr.  James  Miller,  my  dejmty,  to  seal  it  up 
with  his  own  seal,  and  wiite  upon  it  that  he  had  then  done  so  at  my 
request.  He  was  no  further  informed  of  my  motive  for  this,  than  merely 
that  it  contained  the  substance  of  a  conversation  which  had  passed 
between  me  and  another  gentleman,  which,  in  case  that  conversation 
should  hereafter  become  the  subject  of  inquiry-,  I  wished  to  l)e  able  to 


IDS  Opmiugjif  tht  Sirth  Char^jt — PrestnU; 

T  iTw>  uliluiT  tbc  muinnninUuni  thua  iiimIi-  uf  it  In  CKmibunliua  of  tuj  (y 
—  Icntinwnyj  anil  allJioui|li  Ihul  uuiiur  hu  renuUtiiMl  lUiinKncd  In  ' 
hour,  auil  ii'itwilliDUntliiii;  thai  I  krjit  no  iiicinoriuMliim  vMidi'^  ni 
■ubBUaaHt-IinmifijiH, u  t  hayrvttott  thin  rrjirvsi-nUtinii  nndi<rtli(  a 
KTupuloui  a/lhiTFiico  tu  wlint  1  conrairc  tn  ha  Mitb,  ■boul')  ii 
benimr  nwcmHrv  In  rvhr  t>i  thii  pApcr,  I  aid  tiinfiilunl  il  win  n 
fciuntt  Ei>  differ  murriolly  rrom  the  luhitantv  i>f  tliii  rrprMcBtalLnn."' 

\  theyi  HiiwV      NVw  what  i*  tliu  PubsUuicv  of  tlii«  ixtprweataUou  ? 

_       '    .  suhiitaiice  uf  tli'iH  r(i[ireecutalion  ig,  tKat  bore  wo*  a  I 
L*«j^      from  Clteyi  Sing;  and  which  was  guarded  with  euch  » 
iWvmKe     uliji»  aociiracT   that  it  woe    DoC    carriod   to  the   home  ( 
*      '  '  Mr  Crofts,  nno  woa  to  rccuivo  It  SuaU;,  but  to  tbc  lioiu 

of  Mr.  Liirkiuii,  ns  n  leee  ^usjwcted  [ilace  ;  and  tlicu,  n 
waa  ouQTcycd  in  A-nriuua  suniR,  no  two  [leople  eviT  returc 
twice  with  Oic  variouu  |iiiyiiiciit>  th»t  iimdv  tip  t))«  «uiu  "i 
23,000/.,  or  thereabout!;.  Hun  du  you  wnnt  on  account  uT 
prtivttricatjon  ? — do  you  want  iin  nccount  of  tricks  ?  If  any 
uerdou  come  to  iuquirc  whether  23,000/.  hud  been  paid  by 
Cheyt  Sing  to  Mr.  IlastiDgs,  tlierc  was  not  any  ono  aaa 
living  or  any  i)er»on  concerned  in  the  trausuction,  exwpt 
Mr.  Ijtu-kinit  wlio  ruccivL'd  it,  thut  could  givL'  (ui  nccunal  of 
bow  much  he  received  iind  who  brought  it.  As  no  two 
people  nrc  conSdiinU  to  Ilic  natnv  tmnwiution  in  acoountf.  m 
no  two  pcopip  arc  permitted  to  have  nny  elrnrc  wlialoTcr  io 
bringing  the  several  fi-HKnif^nts  timt  make  tlm  eaiue  etim. 
Thi«  yon  wmild  have  imngincd,  loo,  would  Iiavc  beca 
4;iitcrcd  to  xome  public  ac^count,  even  to  ilic  fraiidulcnt 
iiccimnt  of  Mr.  Hnatin]^  No  fwch  thing.  Il  wn*  never 
J-  entered  till  thtj  Novcniber  following.  Ii  wii.-  not  entered 
„  till  Mr.  FranciM  wna  goau  awny:  tuid  nil  these  eorru^I 
tmnn  actio  OK  were  carriod  on  privntely  by  Mr.  na0tin{^ 
alotie.  without  any  i>ifrnificittioii  to  his  colIco^iL-a  of  his  car- 
rying on  this  patriotic  ti-affic,  m  he  called  it,  The«  irt 
luatlera  lor  your  Lordithipti'  grave  detoriuinatluu ;  hut  I 
nppriol  to  you  whether,  upon  the  faci;)  of  theae  aecount^,  roa 
ever  Kuw  anything  uu  groxii — that  nny  man  could  br  during 
onnugh  to  im]*o«c  upon  the  erc<1ulity  of  the  wcnktsst  of  lann- 
kind,  much  moro  to  impum!  upon  euch  a  court  iw  tlti*,* 
nccountH  as  thcHc  arc  ? 


l''laiiKii>i>i)ii 

tssxz 


If  iho  Company  had  a  mind  to  inquire  what 
r-  of  all  theao  dobta  'i — where  is  the  kabuliytit '. 
''  Guiiga  Uovind  Sing.     "  Civo  us  an  account  of  thi«  1 
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that,  remains  in  your  hand."  "I  know  of  no  bahuice." -»  m.\y  i7w. 
'*  Why,  there  is  a  kabuliyat."  ''  Whore  is  it  ?  What  arc 
the  date  and  the  circunistances  ?  There  is  no  such  kabuliyat 
cxi;>ting/'  Thid  iti  even  where  you  have  a  name,  liut  sup- 
poae  you  went  to  the  Patna  kabuliyat,  and  asked  u])on  this 
account — "  Here  I  find  half  the  money  due.  Out  of 
40,000/.  there  is  only  twenty  received  ;  give  me  an  account 
of  it/'  Give  whom  an  account  of  it?  Why,  here  is  no 
name  mentioned.  Who  is  to  account  for  it?  Who  has  the 
kabuliyat  ?  Whom  can  you  call  upon  ?  Mr.  Hastings  does 
not  remember.  Mr.  Larklns  does  not  tell.  x\nd  suppose 
the  Company  had  a  mind  to  inquire  what  is  become  of  all 
this  Patna  money — **  give  us  those  two  lacs  that  arc  wanting;" 
they  know  nothing  about  it.  Here  is  an  account  kept  by 
somebody  wliich  tliey  know  nothing  about ;  and  can  your 
Ijonlships  believe  that  this  can  be  any  other  than  a  sys- 
tematioal,  deliberate,  i'raud,  grossly  conducted  ?  I  will  not 
allow  Mr.  Hastings  to  be  tlie  man  he  represents  himself  to 
be.  I  le  used  to  be  supposed  a  man  of  ])arts ;  I  suppose  no 
more  than  that  he  is  a  man  of  mere  common  sense.  What 
acc<nint  have  you  given  the  Company  of  tliis  loss  of  20,000/.? 
You  refer  them  to  Mr  Larklns.  Mr.  Larkins  cannot  tell 
them.  You  find  an  agreement:  in  whose  hands  is  it? 
What  application  can  you  make  for  it?  In  what  court  can 
a  suit  be  instituted  ?  «and  against  whom  ?  Not  one  word. 
1  wish  your  Lordships  to  examine  strictly  this  account  of 
Mr.  Larkins — to  examine  strictly  every  part  of  what  was 
paid  relative  to  this.  Compare  the  accounts  with  the  expla- 
nation, and  see  if  you  can  divine  what  remedy  e.m  be  had 
for  40,000/.  loss  out  of  93,000/. 

If  the  Company  had  a  disposition,  and  were  honest 
(Miough  to  the  Proprietors  and  the  nation,  to  incpiire  into 
it,  there  is  not  a  hint  given  who  received  the  Nuddea — who 
received  the  Patna — who  received  the  Dinagepore,  peshcusli. 
Not  one  wonl  of  this  is  to  be  given;  and  this  is  to  be  called 
bookkcejiingi  These  two  j)eople  are  to  be  magnified  to 
heaven  for  great  financiers,  and  this  is  the  account  they  have 
given  of  all  tliese  detached  matters  of  95,001^/.,  with  a  loss 
of  40,000/.,  without  any  account  of  the  jiersons  from  whom 
the  balance  is  due  or  any  one  circumstance  concerning  it  I 

This  is  the  Bengal  account,  saved  so   miraciiloiiflly  on  the  Tiwivrsiaii 
22nd  of  May.     The  next  is  the  Persian  accimnt.     Y'ou  have  "«=''""'• 
heard  of  a  pre-ent  which  was   stated  before  and  must  be  a 
good  deal  explained.     From  a  Persian  paper  were  read  three 
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TM^riTtt.  lines,  and  only  three  lines,  wliioli  it  is  not  pretended  was 
rr,^:!Z.     whole  of  it,— 

tWni  tiir  "  From  tiie  Naboli." — meaiiiiiff  Itim  Navft1inrt>Uil« — "Iw  tlifGwrenwr 

^J^^      tirncni.iili  l&cks,  tiO.OUO/.     From  IloMdn  Rru  Khan  and  lljfJiT  Befi 

Hu>^>i>         Kh&n  to  ililto,  Ilirec  Uchs,  '.W.WOI.,  anrl  ditto  to  .Mn.  llsTtitifii,  one  UcX, 

g^^"^  Ut.i)O0/." 

ill**. '         Here  nrc  three  liacs  that  were  rend  from  this  Persian  ]iaper. 

^™^^    Is  it  a  man  yon  can  call  to  nccount  for  these  p;»rticuUr<  ? 

liKP".  No:  he  ia  an  anonymoua  mun^i:  his  name  not  eo  mucfc 

in  mentioned  hy  Mr.  Larkins ;  never  hinted  at  by  Mr.  ITiut- 
ing!^  And  yon  find  thia  auin,  which  Mr.  Hastings  enys  wna  it 
Bum  in  f^ross  given  to  hituself,  'm  not  »o.  It  was  given  by  thre* 
persune  ;  a  part  of  it,  six  laos,  given  from  the  Nawnb  to  the 
Governor ;  from  Huedni  Re2:i  Khan  three  more  ;  and  on«  lae, 
from  both  of  ihe^e,  cluhbing,  aa  a  present  to  Mrs.  lliuttnga. 

This  i*  the  first  discovery  we  have  of  any  pcrnin  con- 
cerned in  receiving  presents  for  the  Governor,  excejit 
GnngaGovind  Sing,  Cantoo  Baboo,  Mr,  Crofta  and  otherc 
hut  now  we  find   Mrs.  Hoitin^.     Kow,  if  this  numey  wm 

Awjtiui  not  received  for  the  Comjiany,  is  it  propr  and  right  to'  take 
Hiuihia^  ''  ^^om  Mrf.  UmtiugH?  I^  there  honour  and  jtistice  in  takiug 
iTOHiTuw  from  alady  a  gratnitons  present  made  to  her?  Yet  Mr.  Has- 
iWftini-      ling*  unys  he  hna  upjtlied  it  all  to  the  Compnny'p  service. 

lita.*'^  He  liaa  done  very  ill  if  slic  ha*  justly  and  proiwrfy  reccivoi 
it :  if  she  has  not,  Mr.  Huntings  hnx  not  done  proper  in 
enffcring  it  to  bo  received.  And  I  must  say,  in  this  grave 
place  in  which  I  nm  —I  do  not  know,  whether  Mrs.  Hastinff' 
over  received  nny  other  money  than  this  or  whether  in 
reality  she  received  tliia  money  at  nil,  she  not  being  njion  !li« 
spot  at>  I  can  find  at  the  time,  though  to  be  sure  a  preteat 
might  be  sent  her :  ao  I  neither  affirm  nor  deny  nnytning  «f 
the  receiptor  it,  fnrther  than  that  Mr.  Larking  s.iy»  that  there 
was  ft  sum  of  1 0,0(10^  from  those  niinistcrs  to  Mi¥,  Hustings 
'yi'n'p'ieiy  I  do  not  know  that  this  lady  received  any  more  presents-*— 


reiptiifintr  but  this  I  Will  Buy  that,  if  the  wives  of  Governors  General, 
"ifc'or%!l,"the  wives  of  Pre<!id< 


jfc of  tiio  *tie  wives  of  Prcf^idents  of  Council,  the  wives  of  the  prin^ 
'  cipnl  officei-e  of  the  India  Comiiany,  the  hca<l!i  of  (.Council, 

collectors,  and  through  all  the  various  dcpnrtinent«,  ca 
receive  prcsenti*,  there  is  nn  end  of  tlie  oovcnantA  ;  tlicre  b 
an  end  of  tlie  Act  of  Parliament ;  there  is  nn  cad  to  evtij_ 
power  of  restraint.  Lot  a  man  be  bnt  married,  and  '  ' 
moment  the  Act*  of  Purliament.  the  covenants  and  all 


rest,  expire,  and  his  wife  may  tnko  presents. 

There  is  somethiDg,  loo,  in  tJie  affairs  of  iho  east  tltat  mall 
this  a  much  more  dangerous  pmctice.     Tlie  pcupls  of  the 


tlii^H 
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cast  it  is  well  known  have  their  zanana,  as  a  sanctuary  7  May  it^o. 
which  nobody  can  enter.  It  is  really  a  kind  of  holy  of  holies 
— a  consecrated  place,  safe  in  the  rage  of  war^  safe  in  the 
fury  of  tyranny.  Kapacity  has  its  bounds  :  here  you  shall 
come  and  come  no  further.  But  if  English  ladies  can  go  into 
these  zananas  and  there  receive  presents,  the  natives  can 
be  said  to  have  nothing  at  all  of  their  own.  Every  one 
knows  that,  in  the  wisest  and  best  time  of  tlie  common- 
wealth of  Koine — towards  the  latter  end  of  it  I  mean :  not 
the  best  time  for  morals,  but  the  best  time  of  knowing  how 
to  correct  evil  government  and  choosing  the  proper  means 
for  it — it  was  a  known  principle  that  no  Governor  of  a 
province  could  take  his  wife  into  a  province,  because  they 
were  not  subject  to  the  laws  in  the  same  way  that  their 
husbands  were.  I  do  not  know  that  these  things  happen,  but 
I  should  think  myself  the  most  scandalous  of  mankind  if, 
finding  this  article  here,  I  did  not  mention  it  to  your 
Lordships ;  but  I  press  it  no  further  here.  They  are  deli* 
vered  to  Mr.  Larkins  at  Mr.  Hastings'  own  requisition. 

Then  these  three  lines,  read  out  of  a  Persian  paper,  are 
followed  by  a  long  account  of  the  manner  in  which  this  present 
was  received  in  several  species,  and  converted  by  exchange 
into  one  common  standard.  Now  you  will  ask,  wlien  the 
Persian  munshi  read  this,  was  tlierc  no  voucher  or  authority 
at  all  for  the  rest?  The  three  first  lines  of  that  Persian  paper 
is  all  that  we  know.  Now  I  sliall  put  it  to  your  Lordshi])s  i>roimiiiiit7 
seriously  to  consider  that,  in  this  account,  if  three  lines  of  Jrii'^f' 
paper  contain  100,0002. — no  way  insinuating  or  hinting  that 
there  were  only  three  lines  in  it  but  rather,  on  the  contrary, 
seeing  that  it  was  read  from  a  Persian  paper — how  do  we 
know  what  mines  of  bribery  that  paper  contained  ?  Why  did 
he  not  get  the  whole  of  that  paper  read  and  translated? 
It  can  be  for  no  good  end  and  purpose.  The  moment  any 
man  stops  in  the  midst  of  an  account,  he  is  stopping  in  the 
midst  of  a  fraud. 

My  Lords,  I  have  one  further  remark  upon  these  accounts.  The  hriiioa 
These  accounts  amount,  by  kabuliyat  or  agreement  for  pay-  Sl^'h-cJ^^ 
ing  bribes,  in  three  provinces,  to  95,000/.     Do  you  believe  JJr*j"„!  p"?!!! 
that  these  provinces  were  favoured  in  any  particular  manner?  vinccsoniy. 
Do  you  think  that  they  were  chosen  as  a  little  demesne  for 
Mr.  Hastings  ?~that  they  were  the  only  provinces  honoured 
with  his  protection,  so  far  as  to  take  bribes  from  them  ?     Do 
you  perceive  anything  in  their  local  situation  that  should 
distinguish  them  from  other  provinces  of  Ben^  ?     What  is 
the  reason  why  Dinagepore,  Patna,  Nuddea,  should  have  the 
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^  post  iif  buaiiur  assigned  ?  Wbat  rcasoB  c*a  be  oitcq  vhf 
'  hriha/i  WGTD  not  token  iVom  Burdwan — from  Bi»hiuipor^— 
r  ill  sliort,  fi-diit  »tixLy-eigtit  diitooti'Mu  ibat  are  iu  Hie  ro^iuiaex 
of  lloni^itl  f— timt  l)in>cutilr  ahoiiM  Wllic  gilaned  (ntm  vbrace 
lu)  t(X)k  liii  briWvi?  Uc  did  not  'lo  hU  duty,  if  \k  tlicu^hi 
thiit  bi-iljcn'  was  tins  beat  n-ny  of  Hupplyin({  tbc  C-ompuD*^ 
treasury — thai  it  tbnncd  tht-  most  ueoful  and  ctTwtual  re- 
BQuruo  for  ttiem.  Ha  luu  dwlarod  that  ovtr  and  oTcr  igai& 
ilow  OAnic  bo  to  be  so  wicked  a  urvant  tliiU,  out  of  tixl]r< 
isight  divi.-iioRH,  be  cbose  nnly  tliree  to  eupjily  ihc  exiacooat 
of  Uiu  Ompiuiy  i  W«»  it  rigiit  lo  lay  the  wliolc  weight  rf 
bribery,  UKtortion  luid  opprv*aion,  ti\Mfi  tlnMU  tJirui  {■» 
TiaeuA,  nnd  nci^levt  tbc  rest  ?  No ;  \mi  knoir  lutd  utual  kMi* 
tliiit  ))u  wtio  extorts  from  tbntc  )ir(miioi»i  will  extort 
twcDtyi  if  tbcrti  iire  twenty.  Von  have  a  etandafd— a 
euro  ;  and  that  is  all.  JbV  fiede  Ufrculrm :  guo«s  from  liienn 
wluit  waa  I'xtorted  from  all  tieugal.  Dn  you  hcben!  Iw 
could  bo  eo  cnitfl  to  tbeac  provinces,  so  partial  to  Ibc  rest.  Is 
cti!U-ge  them  willi  tluvt  load,  witJv  I)5,l,)<Kt^, kDoniug  tlu  biuv; 
opprcEtaion  they  were  nnkiiig;  undiir,  «utl  leave  lUl  tJie  xiM  va- 
louclicd  ^  Nu:  we  jud^  of  what  i«  uoao^lix)  from  ufliy 
what  we  have  got  the  (liacuvery  of,  by  various  riuuu  iW 
havo  uccurrctl,  both  to  the  guilty  conscicnev  of  (ho  iwbtd 
who  utakcH  the  distinction,  and  to  the  Tigour,  purMiriTUini 
nndiia^city,  of  those  who  have  made  that  disctivcry.  There- 
fore it  U  not  fur  me  to  ttay  ihal  there  is  but  1  OD.UUOL  «id 
UB.OOO/.  Thero  1  «ay  I  must  dlop— juat  at  the  bounduy 
where  humau  nuturij  hux  iixeil  tbti  liarrlcr— ju«t  whuntw 
ciroiimstaijcca  iutitlc  mc  to  no  on. 

Now  you  have  before  you  the  true  roiutoa  why  he  did  DAt 

[*  cliuoso  that  this  iiSiur  should  conio  before  a  iwurt  of  jii»tic& 

f  Ht"  would  fly  from  the  cx|]oearc  of  this  day :  lie  would  odl 

for  the  uiountiuoe  to  cover  him ;  he  would  be  hcArd  u[Nn  Iks 

business  of  the  Three  inieals;*  he  would  be  heard  uiwn  nnj' 

lliinjr,  however  foreij^n   to  the  mattor,  tn  kvej)  you  from  llib 

grosa  bvibury,  lhii«  shameful  peoulntion,  tbia  nbnndoned  f 

titution   ami   currimtioii,  whiuli   he   hiu  pi^ctiKcd  with 

deinnity  nod  impunity  tu  this  day,  from  one  omi  of  India  M 

the  other,  lie  gives  you  nl  Uio  head  of  it  DinaKojiorc.    WTiurt 

did  he  take  this  money  from  ?     Has  he  told  you  ?     Ita*  I* 

"told   hiri  employers?     Dinageporo,  a   province,  anil  tnopn 

taken  from  it :  whom  fmm  /  by  what  handily  by  what  tuciiMr 

upon  what  [iretence?     I  believe  1  cjiu  tell  fruiit  wbutuit 
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^ja  liija  iNaiit,  was  upon  tlic  point  o\  cloatli,  without  hav-  ^^^',ji^„  ^^j 
ny  legitimate  irisue.     He  lived  upon  ill  terms  with  his  a  «on  by  the 
er,  Cuutoo  Naut,   for  many  years^  and  his  idea  was  to  Saut. 
do  him  from  the  succession  to  the  zamiudary  by  adopt- 
I  soa     That  adoption^  in   my  poor  judgment,  is  not 
:enanccd  under  this  circumstance,  while  a  person  has  a 
brother,   as   he   was  by  the  Gcntu  laws:  but,  Gunga  Recognition 
nd  Sing  being  mantcr  of  tlie  Gentu  laws,  being  at  the  ?(VSon*by'^ 
of  the  registry  where  the  records  were  kept,  which  are  JjL;^Jf  Jijj. 
scertain  the  rules  of  succession  by  the  custom  of  the  iwrt  from 
try,  by  his  means  Mr.  Hastings  decreed  in  favour  of  the  vindsing. 
tion  ;  and  we  find,  iunuediately  iifter  that  decree,  that 
;a  Govind  Sing  receives  from  Dinagepore  an  agreement  sum  of 

sum  of  4(),()00/.,  of  which  he   has   exacted    3(),0()()/.,ioMr  Jfa^t- 
5h  he   has   paid  to  Mr.  Hastings  only  :iO,()()()/.      Imme-  (i'^Silf  gS?*" 
ly  after  this  judgment  we  find  this  bribe.    We  find  after-  ^'i»^  sing. 
s,  following  it  close,  that,  before  this  person  could  be  in 
ission  a   year,  his  natural  guardians  are  all  turned  out. 
country  falls  in  balance,  as  you  would  naturally  expect, 
his  inability  to  pay  this  exorbitant  sum  assessed  upon  a 
id  family ;  for  he  came  to  a  ruined  succec?sion.    As  we 

prove,  by  means  of  that  he  became  indebted  to  govern- 
t.  Instantly  Gungu  Govind  Sing  and  tlie  fictitious 
nittee  Mr.  Hastings  had  maile  for  wicked  purposes, 
Toscd  of  Mr.  Anderson,  Mr.  Shore  and  Mr.  Crofts — 
were  but  the  tools,  as  far  as  they  tell  us  themselves,  of 
ga  Govind  Sing — put  that    monster  of  ini([uity,  I )eby  rM»y  sine 

;,  into  his  fainily.     They  put  him  into  the  guanlianship  pllaniiau  of 
us  miserable  Kaja;  and  put  this  noble  infant  into  such  i^jjj^®""''^ 


r 
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7  Wiv  iT»  jtiilgment  i>r  dUortlercd  imaffination.  nntl  whctlier  the  tUn^ 
I  have  nA'«.'.rte<l  cannot  be  subdtanlintod  in  proof;  wbcthmt 
CKimot  Iic  »il»itaiiliiitcil  in  proof  that  thne  rcporta  were 
miulc  and  oru  none  of  my  invention,  and  that  the  meaiie  that 
wcri!  tntcii  to  JiiKirodit  them  infinitely  aggravate  the  mis- 
chief tliat  was  (lone.* 

Mr,  IlaBtingB  wanted  to  fly  from  thai.  He  wiintcd  to  put 
Drby  Sing  any  whoro  but  m  a  court  of  justioc.  A  wurt 
of  jimticc  in  an  element  in  which  he  cannot  live  (or  a  montcnj; 
where  n  direct  assertion  is  put  forward,  a  direct  proof  »p- 
pli«d  to  it,  and  »  coinparivon  made  of  both.  He  wonld  ralhcr 
fly  anywhere — even  inlothc  very  saaduary  of  \\U  accusere— 
(han  abide  a  trial  with  him  in  a  court  of  justice.  Bui  tiio 
House  of  Commons  is  too  just  not  to  ^end  him  to  ihit 
tribunal  to  which  they  have  apgiealcd,  whuve  ju»ltoe  ibey 
cannot  doubt,  whose  penetration  ho  cannot  elude;  nol  w 
give  him  »tp  to  those  Managers  wliose  characters  ho  attcmpteiJ 
to  defame. 

Thiit  Itiya  of  Diimfji'iiore,  n  poor  imfortunato  infant,  ti 
rohlwd  of +0,000/.  by  the  htinde  of  Ounga  Uovind  Siwjr:  '■" 
w  delivertd  ovur,  on  account  of  the  prctcuce  of  the«e  debt*, 
into  this  hands  of  that  monster,  Dcby  Stn^;  aud  wr  fiiu) 
that,  after  this  cnicl  sale  of  lliis  infant,  who  was  properly  in 
the  guardianship  of  the  Comi»aiiy — for  the  Company  net*  U 
ateword  and  diwan  of  the  province,  which  ofticc  hw  the 
rUAstpoT gtiartliiiiisliip  of  minors — Mr.  Hnstioga  has  thought  proper 
■"  to  prodiiw^  to  yon  id  answer,  and  by  -vny  of  ui)tioii)atioo,  > 

certificate  of  this  nnfortiiniite  boy: — 

"  I,  lUiailnnaut,  ZeminiW  of  the  [xirffuDu&h  Havi^lfy.  Rrnjuiu,  ^i^' 
criinnionly  rolltid  i)ilinjP|iorr :  m»  it  liiui  liwn  Icurnt  iiy  hip,  IIip  MutUff 
riif«,  anil  thp  rMpttrtntilc  offlnpnt  of  my  xraninilftn-.  thiit  the  minisla*  rf 
KniilaatI  un  iliiinlDUHul  mth  the  Ut«  lio^'cnior,  Wrurtn  MantinnB,  (>]" 
upnn  the  suiinciou  tJiat  tie  uppTcsH-d  u»,  tnnk  moiwj  fnim  lu  Vi>  lin*' 
and  Uine,  and  ruiut^d  llit*  toonlry ;  thisreforr  wf,  uijon  ibo  «tiiiw^  i^ 
utir  religion,  which  we  think  it  im-umb^nt  on  and  nt^it^iwary  for  lu  Bi 
abide  W,  following  thf  mlr»  laid  down  in  giving  cvidonw,  dcdam  ™ 
liBKiL-uUrs  of  the  UA*  and  drcd*  oF  Wniron  IlMtinipi.  Ehi,,  full  of  «" 
ciun*p«Ction  and  caution,  civility  andjuiticc,  mperiour  tn  the  nuiliuavf 
the  iDiHt  learned)  and  liy  rtprtucntina  what  is  (iict  wipa ftinty  thr  dnuW* 
Ihnt  have  piumwsud  thi-  minds  of  the  iniiUBtfrs  of  GiiKliin»  :  that  Mr 
HnalinitH  i«  tmiuicHiicd  uf  fidelity  and  n)afldinK<«  and  yiddinii  yrtAr^M 
to  UB :  that  no  ia  clear  of  tlic  twntaniination  of  rninnin  nnd  WK<ag.  to^ 
Ml  mind  is  fre«  uf  covetousnoM  or  nvarirc.  During  tlie  time  iif  lli* 
ndiiiiiiiiiUutiiiti,  no  one  xaw  other  conduct  thiui  that  uf  girotectiuti  to  ^ 
hiMhandinc:!!  and  justice;  no  inhabitant  ever  experienced  alTlititiios- no 
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one  ever  felt  oppression  from  him ;  our  reputations  have  always  been  7  May  1790. 
I^uarded  from  attacks  by  his  prudence,  and  our  families  have  always  — 
been  protected  by  his  justice.  lie  never  omitted  the  smallest  instance  of 
kindness  towards  us,  but  healed  the  wounds  of  desnair  with  the  salve  of 
consolation  by  means  of  his  benevolent  and  kind  behaviour,  never  ])er- 
mittinp:  one  of  us  to  sink  in  the  pit  of  despondence.  He  8up])orted 
every  one  by  his  goodness ;  overset  the  designs  of  evil-minded  men  by 
his  authority ;  tied  the  hands  of  oppression  with  the  strong  bandages  of 
justice,  and  by  these  means  expanded  the  pleasing  appearance  of  hap])i- 
ness  and  joy  over  us ;  he  re-established  justice  and  impartiality.  We 
were  during*  his  government  in  the  enjoyment  of  perfect  happiness  and 
eaae,  and  many  of  us  are  thankful  and  satisfied.  As  Mr.  Hastings  was 
well  acquainted  with  our  manners  and  customs  he  was  always  desirous 
in  every  res|>ect  of  doing  whatever  would  preser\'e  our  religious  rights, 
and  guard  them  against  every  kind  of  accident  and  ii^ury  :  and  at  all 
times  protected  us.  Whatever  we  have  exi)erienced  from  him,  and 
whatever  happened  from  him,  wc  have  written  without  deceit  or  exag- 
geration."* 

My  Lords,  this  is  begun  "  I,  Rhadnnaut,  Zemindar  of  the  Youth  of  the 
pergunnah" — when  in  the  year  1781,  this  child,  this  Rhada-  ^^^ 
naut,  who  bears  evidence  upon  oath  to  all  the  great  and 
good  qualities  of  a  governor,  and  particularly  to  his  absolute 
freedom  from  covetousness— this  person  to  whom  he  appeals 
was  a  i>oor  boy  between  five  and  six  years  old,  as  the  com- 
mittee state  when  they  gave  him  into  the  hands  of  Deby 
Sing;  and,  when  Mr.  Hastings  left  Bengal,  which  was  in  1786, 
was  between  eleven  and  twelve  years  old.  Here  is  the  sort 
of  testimony  that  Mr.  Hastings  holds  out — that  he  was 
clear  from  all  sort  of  extortion,  oppression  and  covetousness, 
in  this  very  zamindary  of  Dinngepore,  This  boy  who  is  so 
observant,  who  is  so  penetrating,  who  is  so  accurate  in  the 
whole  government  of  Mr.  Hastings,  when  he  left  his  govern- 
ment was  at  the  utmost  but  eleven  years  and  a  half  old  ! 

Now  how  is  this  unhappy  man  at  your  bar  driven,  when  Rocapituia- 
he  is  oppressed  by  his  accumulative  load  of  corruption? — when  **°"* 
he  sees  his  bribery,  his  prevarication,  forged  bonds,  brought 
before  you  to  give  the  testimony  to  his  government  of  tliis 
child,  who  for  the  greatest  part  of  his  time,  lived  300  miles 
from  the  seat  of  Mr.  Hastings'  government?  Consider  the 
misery  of  this  poor  unfortunate  boy,  robbed  by  Guuga 
Govind  Sing  of  40,000/.  This  boy  is  made  to  swear,  with 
all  the  solemnities  of  his  religion,  that  Mr.  Hastings  was 
never  guilty  in  his  province  of  any  act  of  rapacity.  Only 
think  how  this  crime  grows  in  its  magnitude.  You  find  a 
pcshcush ;  you  find  Gunga  Govind  Sing  in  it ;  you  find  this 

*  Printed  in  the  "  Minutes  of  the  Evidence,*'  p.  2361. 
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TMtirtnL  tinfpnaokle  niinnr — (hie  intnut,  wbn  nogbt  In  be  andnr  |}if 
gnveniment  and  care  of  ihe  Company, — robbed  of  KijOOO/, 
nod  obliged  la  beur  tostituotiy  ujion  bu  oitth  tlwt  lio  vrai  not 
nibbed,  and  to  benr  tefllimnny  u{Mm  hU  i«(h  to  nil  ibc  good 
qunlitln*  nf   Mr  Ha«tin^»,  wlioii    hv   mu»t   know  thitt  hi^ 
oliDutrt  nt  wnfl  thii  unn^c  v>f  nil  iht-  niiscbicf  to  liim.     TbcEe  wk  vimt 
JST-TJI!?    lh«y  call  razi  naina*.  tbttt  all  India  sounds  with.     Arc  they 
JJJJ'J^^J^    cooriiajwl  by  na  from  Yoiir  Lordsbiiw?     No:   wo  hriog  iban 
DjiJMijr    forth  to  «Iiow   you  the  nickcdncsa  of  the  man  who,  aOer  he 
C^      '     liiu  robbed  innoocuce,  nfler  be  bus  divided  the  spoil  between 
Uiingn  tjorind  Sing  and  hiiii«cll',  geU    ibo   unfurtunM* 
noble  minor,  n  boy  undoT  twelvo  ycnr»  of  nj^  to  peijutt 
hiniaclf  for  hirn — if  such  n  urcuturv  is  capable  iif  bi-ing  gnilt; 
by  floch  a  miecrablc  (Munchc— to  deliver  this   to  you  as  ltd 
viijpu  of  this  country,  collected  to  show  how  ill-rnunileil  l!i« 
iinprca?iona   arc  which   committccB  of  the  IToiiiC  of  Cooi- 
uitina — for  to  thpin  it  alludDs,  I  siij^pose — linvo  (iiken  con- 
cerning tbiH  iniiii  iii)(>n   tlii^  imjuiry ;   who  brinj^A  tlir  foor 
itiiKfinibIc   orjihun*   nnd   yomig   noble  tninor«,   and   [xnmni 
llint  oiijiht  to  be  iimliT  ni«  gtinrdt&nKliip,  to  come  Ibrtli  uid 
*wcnr  wliJiU  if  ho  bad  known  nuy  ihinjj  of  bis  airnira,  lie 
uinrt  tiavc  known  was  directly  fuloc,  and  veriBcd  by  Kb  nirn 
account  lo  be  an  extortion  to  the  amount  of  40,000/.  f 

Il«re,  roy  Lords,  I  would  say  soinotliinjr  of  the  mi>mlilr! 
^ituntiim  of  tJic  people  of  that  country  ;  Init  it  Id  not  !n  my 
commiiwion,  mid  1  munt  bo  wlcnt. 

Now  thi-rc  is  another  of  thews  from  Nndden,  nnder  the  waJ 
4}  nr  of  Mahnrajn  Dheny.i  Seolcrnnd  Bahrtdrc.  Tliey  were  Jlindu, 
"^  or  the  dowor  of  the  Mohamtnedaiifi,  in  ihia  countrj*.  When 
I  ^e  the  ntzi  nama  it  \«  in  fact  a  translation  of  the  ^xnt 
pnjier;  on  you  will  see,  a  little  diveraifietl  in  the  phrawf. 
that  it  I'honl'I  leeni  to  bo  flomething  elde.  Tliin  was  from  » [■ro- 
vincc  remote  from  Dinogepore,  by  a  pcrvoii  much  in  llicwTne 
Hitirntion  tut  llhndannut,  nnd  lie  beam  the  eatae  teatimony  In 
liic  absence  of  covetowKiio**  in  Mr-  Hastings,  And  licre  we 
find  lie  took  from  him  n  Inc  nnd  a  half.  He  took  rhe.te  hribfA 
from  these  |M»ople.  "  Oh  then,"  says  he,  "  I  will  nhow  it  wm 
not  taken  from  them," 

My  Lords,  1  hnve  done  nil  that  is  in  my  charge.     I  hiW 

endeavoured  to  show  the  covenant!*  by  whieh  the  CompiuiJ 

have  thought  6t  to  guard  arr«inst  the  avarice  nnd  rapari^  « 

their  govcruorn.     I  have  shown  that  they  positively  IbitiJ 

SS'sniilf/    '''*  "**'"'*  ""^  ttdt'ng  of  bribes  and  presents.    Before  I  ([uit  lhi«, 

inpiToi,'     I  Imvc  only  to  give  yon  the  opinion  of  Sir  Elijah  Inipey— « 
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name  consecrated  to  respect  for  ever.    Your  Lordships  know  7  mati789. 
him  in  this  House  as  well  as  I.     His  opinion  of  these  pcti-  (oHin^ues 
lions  and  certificates  of  good  behaviour  is  this —  "^  I'ondiut. 

♦*'  That  from  the  reasons  and  sentiments  that  they  contain 

it 

•  •••••••a* 

The  moment  an  Englishman  appears,  as  this  gcntlemtm 
does,  who  is  in  the  collection  of  Dinagepore,  to  collect  certifi- 
cates for  ]Mr.  Hastings,  it  is  a  command  for  them  to  say  what 
he  pleases. 

To  go  back  and  recapitulate  for  a  moment  what  I  have  Rccapitnia- 
said  relative  to  the  new  system  of  bribery  of  Mr.  Hastings: —  tinjcMrr*" 
I  have  endeavoured  to  state  the  covenants.    I  have  endea-  JJ^tem*of 
voured  to  state  the  motives  for  forbidding  presents.      1  have  *'"^^n'- 
endeavoured  to  state  the  means  for  preventing  their  being 
abused,  by  ordering  the  publicity  of  them.     I  have  shown 
that  these  are  i)rivate.    I  have  endeavoured  to  state  that  the 
next  step  was  framing  a  legal  fiction  that  tlioy  were  the 
property  of  tlie  Company,  to  enable  them  to  be  recovered 
out  of  the  rapaciouH  hand   which  had  violated  the  Act  of 
Parliament.     I  have  stated  the  Act  of  Parliament.     I  have 
stated  Mr.  Hastings'  sense  of  it.     I  have  stated  the  viola- 
tion of  it  by  taking  bribes  from  all  quarters.     T  have  stated 
the  fraudulent  bonds  by  which  he  claimed  a  security  as  his 
own  for  that  which  belonged  to  the  Company.     I  have  stated 
the    series  of  frauds,   prevarications,  concealments,  and  all 
that  mystery  of  iniquity  which  T  waded  through,  with  pain 
to  myself  I  am  sure,  and  with  infinite  pain  to  your  Lordships. 
I  have  waded  through  all  that  mystery  of  iniquity  to  show 
your  Lordshi])s,  that  the  means  he  uses  for  evading  the  clear 
wonls  of  a  covenant,    and   the  clear   words  of  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  were  such  as  did  not  arise  from  an  eiToneous 
judgment,  but  from  a  corrupt  intention  ;  and  I  believe  you 
will  find  that  his  attomi)t  to  evade  the  law  aggravates  infi- 
nitely his  miilt  in  breaking  it.     And  now  think  in  what  a  Aim  of  the 
situation  we  stand.     I  open  to  you  nothing  but  the  ])aekage  oiM'ntho 
of  thi."?  business.     T  have  opened  it  to  ventilate  it  and  give  j^'X"** '*"^" 
air  to  it.     I  have  o[»ened  it  that  a  quarantine  should  be  por- 
fomicd,  between  the  touching  the  goods  and  letting  loose  the 
sweet  air  of  heaven  upon  them,  which  is  polluted  by  the 
opening  these  poisonous  packets  that  Mr.  Hastings  has  pro- 
duced to  you.     I  wish  them  to  be  aired  and  ventilated  before 


*  This  [>aper  has  not  been  found. 


208  Opening  of  the  Sixth  Charge — Presents: 

7  May  i7v.»  your   I^onlsliips  touch  them.     Those   who  follow  me  will 
cmltMVtiur  to  explain  to  your  Lordships  what  he  h:is  endea- 
vouri'il  tc»  Involve  in  niystcrj' — to  bring  proof  after  pr«)of 
that  t'vrry  bribe  that  was  here  concealed  was  taken  with 
corrupt    purposes   and  followed  with    the  most  pernicious 
fonscquencc'?.      These  are  things  which  will  be  brought  to 
you  in   proof.     I  have  only  regarded  the  system  of  bribery. 
1  have  endeavoured  to  show  that  it  is  a  system  of  mystery 
and  c«uioeahncnt,  and  consequently  a  system  of  fraud. 
conr.rtcni.        Vou  now  see  the  means  by  which  fortunes  have  been 
M.nVin^  '"  made  by  certain  persons  in  India.     You  see  the  confederacies 
*"'^'»  tliey  liave  formed  with  one  another  for  their  mutual  conceal- 

ment an<l  mutual  support.  You  will  see  how  they  answer 
a  deeeitfid  question  by  a  fraudulent  answer.  You  will  see 
tliat  Cheltenhnni  calls  upon  Calcutta,  as  one  deep  calls  iipoD 
anotlur  :  that  they  call  for  explanation  and  are  answereclln 
mystery.  You  develop  the  very  constitution  of  mind  of 
these  pei*ple, 
i):iinroruf  And  now,  my  I^ords,  in  what  a  situation  are  we!  This 
oMhoViI"  prof*oo»ition  of  the  Connnons,  I  wish  to  have  it  understood— 
i't  rn.m'^  '  anil  I  am  sure  I  shall  not  be  disclaimed  in  it — is  a  prosccu- 
ii:iiiji.ii;s..r  tion,  not  only  for  the  punishing  a  delinquent  and  preventing 
friVi.L  ''  this  and  that  offence,  but  a  great  censorial  pi'osecution,  for 
the  pur[)()se  of  preserving  the  manners,  characters  and 
virtues,  that  elianurterise  the  people  of  England.  The  situa- 
tion in  wliieh  we  stand  is  dreadful.  These  people  jwuriQ 
upon  us  every  day.  They  not  only  bring  with  them  the 
wealth  whieh  they  have,  but  they  bring  with  them  into  our 
country  the  vices  by  which  it  was  acquired.  Formerly  the 
l)e<»ph^  of  Kngland  were  censured,  and  perhaps  properly, 
with  hiring  a  sullen,  unsocial,  cold,  unpleasant,  race  of  men, 
and  as  inci»nstant  as  the  climate  in  which  they  arc  bom. 
'Hicse  are  the  vices  which  the  enemies  of  the  kingdom 
rharired  them  with  ;  and  people  are  seldom  charged  with 
vices  which  they  do  not  in  some  measure  jmrtake.  But 
nobody  refused  them  the  character  of  being  an  open-heartetl 
candid,  liberal,  plain,  sincere,  people ;  which  cancelled  and 
would  cancel  the  thousand  faults  they  lisid.  liut,  if  you  once 
teach  the  people  of  England,  by  the  successes  of  those  who 
practise  this  iraud,  a  concealing,  narrow,  suspicious,  guarded, 
conduct — if  you  teach  them  qualities  directly  the  contrary  to 
those  by  which  they  have  hitherto  been  distinguished— if 
you  make  them  a  nation  of  concealers,  a  nation  of  dissem 
iJrtvp  ji  nntioT*  ^^^  liars,  fl    iptinn  of  forgers — »ny  Lo'^K  i 
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you  in  one  word  turn  them  into  a  people  of  banyas — the  tmay  1730. 
cliai*acter  of  England,  that  character  which,  more  than  our 
arms  and  more  than  our  [commerce],  has  made  us  a  great 
nation — the  character  of  England  will  be  gone  and  lost 
Our  liberty  is  as  much  in  danger  as  our  honour  and  our 
national  character. 

We,  who   here    appear    representing   the   Commons   of  pander  of 
England,  are  not  wild  enough,  either  for  ourselves  or  our  "r  ilSuan 
constituents,  not  to  tremble  at  the  effect  of  riches.    "  Opum  u,^i&r?iea 
metuenda  potestas,"     We  dread   the   operation   of   money.  |*JL^****  ^""" 
And  do  we  not  know  that  there  arc  many  men,  full  of 
wealth,  who  wait^  and  who  indeed  hardly  wait,  the  event  of 
this  prosecution  to  let  loose  all  the  corrupt  wealth  of  India, 
acquired  by  the  oppression  of  that  country,  to  the  corruption 
of  all  the  liberties  of  this,  and  to  fill  the  Parliament  with 
men  who  arc  now  the  objects  of  its  indignation  ?     To-day 
the  Conmions  of  Great  Britain  pro.secute  the  delinquents  of 
India;   to-morrow   the   delinquents  of  India  may    be  the 
Commons  of   Great  Britain*     We  know  and   feci  in  our 
elections  the  force  of  money  ;  so  that  now  we  call  upon  your 
Lordships'  justice  in  this  cause  of  money.     We  call  upon 
you  for  the  preservation  of  our  manners — of  our  virtues. 
We  call  upon  you  for  our  national  character.     Wo  call  upon 
you  for  our  liberties,  and  hope  that  the   freedom  of  the 
Commons  will  be  preserved  by  the  justice  of  the  Lords. 


VOL.  II. 
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sim:i:(  II  ov  .ioiin  anstri  tiikk.  i:s^>.,  MANArii:ii 
loii  riii:  iioisi:  ok  (ommons,  ix  oi-knim; 
nii:  sr.i  c)M)  wwiv  ov  tmi:   sixth  ahtku: 

i)\-    '['UK    CIIAKCK,    lM:LATIX(i    TO    rUKSKNTs; 
I'J  Fir.iM  AKv,   17JK). 

I'-.i'n:.  17'M  My  L')!:!'-!,  -In  oIkiUcmoc  to  tlio  comniaiuLs  of  the  Com- 
nmns,  InipnMtl  m|m»u  luc  in  \hv.  coiiivo  of  tln^  l:i.*t  sirisioii  of 
I*:irlijini('iit,  I  n!»\v  jUMcceil  to  cxccMilo  my  <lniy  in  (ipeniiii; 
to  yniir  Lnidsliips  M»nio  <»l!iur  jKiris  of*  tho  charges  ag:un?l 
.Mr.  ! Li-tinir-. 

■ 

I  IkuI  tlu"  linnunr  ul*  >(aiinir  to  yimr  L- n-d.-liip.*,  in  a  very 
lew  w»'j(N,  the  natni'i'  of  tlic  I'hariiv  \Yliii*!i  I  luul  to  make,  in 
llu"  C'liir-i'  ol'  ill'  hist  yt*ar.'  Vdur  Lonh-hips  niii^t  have 
|)orr«''.vr<l  tliat,  in  th;'  ronivi'  whlfh  tho  C'lunnions  have  taken 
witl»  i('>iHU't.  to  this  trial,  tin'  lii>t  in.-tanco  (»t' nii.-domcaiKiur 
which  tlu»y  .iIccIcmI.  in  nnlcr  to  hiy  it.  huloro  yunr  LonWiip^i 
SiiJOi.u.r  ^vas  an  instance  (»!'  violriit'i- and  fxtorlion  changed  bv  tliom 
(ii:ii; '.<...--  (,,  I,..' cnininitttd  l»v  Mr.  H;>>tin<rs  iiiu)!!  ii   tributary  prince. 

I«»rl  hill  :,:ii|  •  .        *^  *  *     I 

I'.,  lii!  th'ju  nd«  lit  iijn:n  ihc  Kast  India  Contnany.  The  next  ch.iri^e 
whi-h  ih'.v  jMiu'vcdi'il  t«»  lay  Lcforc  your  Ltu'dsships  wa?  an 
in-l:i'  ci'  ol  \!ol'.iu  lu'cai'h  ot'  trratv,  iiro.-s  violation  <»t*  jr*'*"*! 
taith.  (••nuiiitii'd  (owavils  an  ally  oi'tlie  I'^ast  Inciia  Conip:Uiy, 
in  thr  11  •!>(». I :  (»!'  the  luLxnins  of  Oudc  and  on  the  .sovirciini 
of  th'il  «M)inilrv. 

Tlu  |.i'.-.,:.t        l'n)!u  ih'-i*  (•!iai'ii;(;s  of  (.'xtcrior  demeanour  the  Common? 

lai'^i..  hi-    ha\i'    now   «'»nu'   to   view  tlu?   intc  riial    government  of  Mr. 

* '    '       Ilri'tinir: ;  and  I  Irnst  they  will  he  able  to  prove  that,  a»  hi^ 

(.'xtvrii;d  •^"oxrrnuunt  was  violent,  tyninuieal  and  unjust, 
the  Inlrrnal  ^ovi-riuucnt  eonniiitte<l  tt»  hia  eharge  was  oppre.*- 
.-ive,  eorrnjit  and  tyrannical.      It  is  that  ojipre^fion  and  thai 

Oi.iwMr  tvrannv  in  eonsccuu  nee  (n' that  e{)rrni)tion,  that  I  am  now  to 
>lal(.*  anil  open  to  your  hordslu[)S  ;  and  it  is  not  the  bare 
offciKN'  of  (•orinj>iion,  «*di«)U.<  a.-  that  olfcnec  i.s,  vvhieh  I  have 

"  Oil  tlu-  sth  (if  .Inly,  ill  till'  previous  yv:\\\  it  lieiii;;  near  the  peril k1  t»f  thv 
rl(»-f  ttf  tin-  .-.  ■.s'«i<)ii  (»t"  l':irli:iim-iit,  Mr.  AjjsinitlnT  eoriinicm\  •!.  iivA  «»ffiTv'dl«' 
»ro<'Ci-<l  >\iil).t)ic  njii-iiiii;r ''f  tl,'.'  \riit'li?rrl:iti!i^lo  pixwiifs  ;  l»ut,  at  the  su!!{:»'*" 
1ii»n  of  tin-  L:>r.|  ('Ii:mr«'llnr.  <»ii  Air.  AiisinHlier'sn-Mresi'iitutioii  of  lInM^'olwH 

1.1"  i|.  „         <■  |ii»-  i:f<i|i|.||,  Ul(i  C'llir'    -v*"."   riiliiiiii-ii.»I   In   ll»^i  jjj'X*    "S".:c''m» 


ti-ni.il  :  II 
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ow  to  stato  to  you,  but  the   ofFcncc  of  corruption  in  a  lo  j?kb.  noo. 
ovemor,  aggravated  by  every  act  that  can  aggravate  that      — 
Dormous  offence. 

I  have  to  state  that  the  corruption,  which  I  have  shortly  J"  a*iniim»- 
)  lay  before  your  Lonlships,  was  all  committed  in  the  exercise  tho  revenue. 
f  that  pecuniary  trust  committed  to  liim  by  his  masters,  the 
last  India  Company,  in  the  charge  of  the  revenues  of  that 
reat  country.  I  have  to  state,  as  an  additional  aggravation 
3  the  offence  of  corruption,  that  it  was  not  only  committed 
1  the  exercise  of  his  duty,  i\s  administrator  of  the  revenues 
f  tliat  country,  but  tliat,  in  order  to  facilitate  and  in  order  V.'^'^j^ 

>  conceal  that  corruption  when  it  was  committed,  the  orders  onieraof 
f  his  masters  were  disobeyed   in  many,  many,  instances.  ^^^'^'**^^"- 

have  to  state,   not  only  that  the  orders  of  his  masters  Pr»"'**»i»i«8of 
rere  disobeyed,  but  that  the  very  principles  which  he  him- ment  wt  at 
»lf  had  established  for  the  government  of  that  country  were  romillt  p«r- 
3t  at  nought,  for  the  purposes  of  his  own  corruption.     I  ^^'^^ 
ave  to  state,  not  only  tliat  his  own  principles  were  set  at 
ought,  but  that  there  were  great  establishments  for  tlie  Kstabiinh- 
ovcnunent  of  these  provinces,  established  by  himself;  that  timiwir*^'' 
ley  were  confirmed  and  settled  by  his  masters,  and  that 
e    was   forbid   to   alter   and   to   innovate  upon   them :    I 
avc   to  state,  as  an  aggravation  to    that   corruption,  that 
liese  establishments  were  overset  and  overturned.     I  have 

>  state  to  your  Lordships  that  another  establishment  was 
reated,  different  in  every  respect  from  that  which  was 
verturned  ;  and  that  the  establishment  which  was  put  in 
'^  stead  was  ineiHcient  to  every  good  j)urpos(' :  [lerfectly 
fficient  to  the  only  purpose  for  which  it  was  created,  the 
inr|)Ose  of  fjw^ilitating  the  taking  |of  bribes],  and  of  con- 

calinf;  the  corruption  when  taken.     I  have  to  fiUxtc  that  the  ;\'\""»;wtra- 
rholc   administration  of  the  revenues  of  that  country  was,  >«?»"<•  placed 
ar  those  purposes  which  I  have  menticmcd  to  your  Lord-  IIIiihIh."  ' 
hips,  thrown  into  the  hands  of  a  person  who  had  been  con- 
crncd  and  was  connected  with  Mi\  Hastings  as  the  instru- 
aeot  of  that  corruption. 
Not  onlv  have  I  to  state  all  these  aggravations  to  your  i>vince« 

•■  oo  «/  ffiven  to  nil 

!jordships,  but  I  have  to  state  to  your  Lord5»hips  that  every  who  humIm 
nan  who  gave  a  present  to  Mr.  Hastings  received  a  province  *'"'^"  "• 
a  return ;  that  he  not  only  received  a  province  in  return, 
mt  that  all  the  checks  that  had  been  instituted  for  the  pur-  tillli^iimi. 
KMe  of  preventing  even  good  men  committing  bad  actions,  JJ^^drewn 
rcrc  withdrawn  from  those  who  were  put  there  for  corrupt 

o  2 
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ii".iKi!.i7;M.  purposes.  1  luivo  to  stiit«  to  vour  Lonl.^lups  that  Mr. 
inra-.i.-.u-i  Iliistlnjx-*  kiH.'W,  at  tlio  time  yylxvn  lie  jmt  men  into  great 
th!ir!J'v^^^^^^  when    lie   intru>tiMl  thoni    with  the  cfovcrnuieiU 

iii-.a-i.         ^^j•  t|j^^»    ccumtry    lor   pecuniary    gJiin,   and    had    withJniwn 
from    them    tlh»>c   eheck:5    which  are    necessary  to  prevint 
even   the  he?t   of  men  conunittint^  bad   actions,  tliat  thev 
w(Me,  iinivcrsallv,  tlie  wt)rst.  men  in  the  country.     ITe  raked 
into  the  jxaols  of  Patna  and  Calcutta  in  order  to  put  persons 
into  the  change  of  these  provinces,  and  from  those  persronslw 
received  lar^e  sums  of  monev.     1  have  f?till  further  to  state 
to  your  Lonl.-hips — indeed  I  need  scarcely   state  it — as  an 
a<lditional  aggravation  of  what  I  have  to  say,  thsxt  these  men, 
so   placed   in   these  situations,  acted  comjiletcly  up  to  tlieir 
character,  and   that  tliev  diil  all   that   bad  men  could  d(i  in 
th*'se  ci»untries.     I  have  to  state,  as  an   agj^ravation  of  this 
e«»rrupti«Mi,  all  the  oppression,  the  tyranny,  and   the  destruc- 
tion of  the  CDuntry,  that  was  occasioned  by  this  corrujition 
so  ]»ractise»l  by  Mr.  Hastings! 
\.vi'ssiiv..f       These  an;  the  airixi'^^vations  with  which  I  mean  to  accom- 
m7.^'1msi"'     I>!"^y   this  otfenoe :  autl    I    sluiU  now    state  to  your    Lord- 
i'soM  Hurt 'i III-  ^"'*U*^   '^ll    thcs-.'  agirravations,  because  your    Lordshiiw  will 
••.niniivwas  ^^.^.    \\\ixt    it   is  ueccssary    I  should  state   them    shortly,  in 
.^iMiN.iis.    ^^^.j^^^.  ^^^  rebut  that  species  of  <h.*fence  which  Mr.  Hasting 
has  attempted,  by   saying  that  the  country   was  safe  and 
iiiiury  of  111.,  prosperous  under  his  manaixement.     1  will   show  vou  that, 
in  consequenee  or  the  corrui)tion9  ot  Mr.  Hastings, a  country 
vieldiuLX  above  12,0(M>/.  a  year  revenue  to  the  East  India 
(\»in|>any  was  put  into  the  hands  of  the  worst  nicUy  for  the 
woivt   juirposes ;    and   that,  they   exercised  that    power,  fio 
given  them,  to  the  utter  destruction  of  the  inhabitants  of 
that  country,  and  to  the  consciiuent  loss  and  injury  of  the 
Kast  India  (^'onipany. 
N'.opssiiy  of       In  onler  to  make  your  Lordships  fully  aware  of  the  extent 
111'' r.'!""''    iind  the  nature  of  all  those  aggravations  Avhicli  I  have  nov 
s\M^u..f      generally  opened  to  you,  it  will  be   necessary  that  I  should 
i'u\iiii!.i.iii.  sttite  to  your  Lordships  something  of  the  plan  establisheJ  by 
the  East  India  Company  for  the  government  of  their  pro- 
vinces, and  for  the  general  direction  of  their  revenue,    lour 
Lordships  will  see  that,  before  you  can  fully  understand  all 
the  aggravations  of  this  offence,  it  is  essentiiU  I  should  fiwt 
exphiin  what  duties  they  were  which  were  imposed  uiwn 
Mr.  Hastings,  and  what  duties  thev  were  which  he  violated 
m  taking  all  this  monev. 
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The  government  of  tlie  East  India    Company,  from   the  to  yisB.  1790. 
year  in  which  we  got  possession  of  the  diwani*  down  to  the  Vnrietyof 
year  1773,  had  undergone  various  changes,  both  with  respect  J^SkU-To^ms. 
to  the  management  of  its  revenues  and  its  internal  police. 
I  do  not  meim  to  state  any  of  those  alterations  or  innovations 
prior  to  the  year  1773.    Whether  those  innovations  and  alter- 
ations were   right   or  whether  they   were  wrong,  I  leave 
tlieni  entirely  out  of  tliis  part  of  what  I  have  to  state  to 
your  Lordships,  and  take  tlie  administration  of  the  revenue 
OS  it  stood  in  the  year  1773.     In  the  year  1773,  Mr.  Has-  j^*"?^ 
tings  thought  fit,  in  consequence  of  the  orders  of  his  masters,  for  adminis- 
to  introduce  a  plan  for  the   administration  of  the  revenues  the  ^^cniw, 
of  that  country,  in  so  far  as  related  to  the  European  admi-  *"  ^^'" 
nbtnition  of  these  revenues.    That  plan  will  be  the  first  piece 
of  evidence  which  I  shall  have  to  produce  to  your  Lord- 
ships.    It  was  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  gradually  in- 
troducing a  more   perfect   form   of  superintendency.      "  It 
would  be  hazardous  to  the  collection,"  says  he,  "  to  throw 
a  greater  weight  upon  the  members  of  the  supreme  adminis- 
tration than  they  could  suj)port.''     And  for  that  purpose,  in 
Che  year  1773,  Mr.  Hastings  introduced  a  plan,  dividing  the  JjJ^**'""  o' 
provinces  under  the  administration  of  the  East  India  Com-  intowx 
pany  into  six  grand  divisions.     Those  six  gnmd  divisions  p^J^||^,^!|^ 
were  superintended  by  Councils  of  three  or  of  four.     That  Councils. 
Council  had    the    general  administration    of  the   revenues 
within  the  province,  and  corresponded  constantly  and  regu- 
larly with  the  supreme  administration  at  Calcutta,  which  had 
the  ultimate  government  and  control  of  all  the  revenues  of 
the  province. 

My  Lords,  that  plan,  which  I  shall  produce,  and  of  which 
I  now  state  the  outline,  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Hastings  as 
the  best  plan  that  could  be  for  the  purpose  of  administering  object  to 
tlie  revenue.^.     He  stated,  at  the  same  time  that  he  in tro- whole  cot 
luced  it,  that  he  had  a  further  purpose    in  view,  and  that  {5iJjc2tta? 
nras,  by  an  easy,  regular  and  gradual,  change,  to  bring  down 
the  whole  collection  of  the  revenue  to  Calcutta,  provided  it 
ihould  be  found  by  experience  that  the  nature  of  the  admi- 
listration  of  the  revenue  would  so  admit  of  it. 

My  Lords,  in  the  paper  by  which  he  introduced  that  plan,  Jf^^|jJ<>f 
lie  stated,  amonc:  other  thinj^s,  one  great  leading  advantage  Uioprovin- 

•  The  important  grant  of  the  diwaui,  or  right  to  receive  the  rcv«nne6  of 
flengsil,  Behar  and  (^riss^i,  was  made  by  the  Mogul  Kinpcror  to  tlie  Kast  India 
Company  in  tlie  year  17<35. 


•J 1 4  Oprtinit/  of  tlu'  t^ijfh  CUarge — P're^^enU : 

I- 1  m:.  I7■^^  tli:it    would    noiTiio  tVoiii    this   inutlc    of    iulniini:?tcriiij^  the 

""       rnvi'inio  :  ami    1    dcMiv  tlmt  your   Lonl.-i|ii])d  would   alteml 

to  that  loadiuLC  aclvantagi;  which  he  mention:*,  which  is  tliits,— 

that  tlure  wouM  he  a  j^ivut  local,  internal,  oontixd  within  the 

|»n»vin(e.s  :  and  that  the  administration  within  the  province* 

was  8o  eiin>tituled  that  it  wouhl  be  extremely  difficult,  it' not 

im|MK-siljle,  \''^v  the  mcinberci  of  the  i)rovineial  Council?,  as 

they  weiv  called,  to  eoniniltany  act  of  enormity  in  the  pm- 

vinee^!  without  a  decree  of  collusion,  which  collusion  mustk' 

so  irnat,  iK'fore  lh(»v  could  conceal  their  enormities,  that  ii 

would  operate  a.s  a  di.'^covery  itself.     Such  is  the  pnncipic 

upon  which   Mr.   Ilastinj^s    cstahli:?hcd  this  plan  of  a  local 

control   within  the  ]>rovinces,  to  prevent  any  oppression  and 

injustici.'  hy  those  provincial  Councils,  without  that  opprosMon 

and  injustice   beini^   hnmediately,   in.stantly  and  perfectly, 

( ..uM-..i  I. ...  known  to  the  .-iuprenie  Doard  at  Calcutta.     And  I  desire  your 

nIi.i- i.>  111    Lnrdsliips   to  mark  the    rea.^on  ior  his    .approbation  uf  the 

'*'""•  [ilan  :  because  1    will   Hh^w  your  Lordships   tliat  that  plan, 

wiiich  lit' introduced  for  the  purpose  of  concealinj^  his  own 

cnnnption,    wlthdi\'W    all    local   control,    and    rendered   it 

perfectly  ^  ii'-y,  in  his  own  (•innion.  to  commit  the  greatest 

corrnpiion,  without  the  Council  at    Calcutta   knowing  any 

thinic  of  tlu-  matter. 

cnsiaiu  : ,.-       I  laviuii;  f^tutrd  what  the  outline   of  the  plan  was.  I  jhnll 

tin'V.'h.i.  i.v    t»nlv    slate  to  vour   Lordshins  that    Mr.  Ilastiui's,  from  the 

111^''^  ivoiii     y^ar  I77.'i,  when  he   introduced  his    ])lan,  down   to  the  9th 

i77;ji.j.Ni.  of  FibriiiMv,  17«sl,  when   lie  oveivet  that    i dan,  never  eiU'C 

ilc'viaied  tVuiu  his  unceasiuij:  commendation  and  approbatum 

ci"  ir.     S«»  imieli  did  he  approve  of  it,  that,  when  it  plea»cJ 

voiir  iioid^hii)-  and  the  other  branches  of  the  Leixislature  to 

send  out  a  iK^w  adiniifk-tratioii  i'or  the  province  of  KcngtUi 

Mr.    Ilastini^s,  in   the  very  first  minute  in  which  he  gave  to 

tlieni  a  general  view  of  all  the  matters  which  were  under  hi* 

e:u(\  stated,  in  plain  terms,  that  the  best  plan  which  could  W 

adopted  ior  the  adminislrati(Mi  of  those  provinces  was  that 

plan  which  he  had  so  introduced  two  years  before,     lie  still 

eonlinued  approving  of  that  plan  ;  and    when,  in    the  year 

I77o,  he  sent  over  to  this  country  a  new  plan  for  the  sulx^^ 

dinate    aduiinist ration   of   the   revenues,    he    usrain    recoiu- 

mended  the  Directors  to  continue  that  plan  of  administenng 

uun.Mni-    tile    revenues    tInMu.:;h  the  medium   of  provincial  Councils 

I!r  t'lVV...?-    as  the  best  plan  that  could  possibly  be  devised.      So  far  was 


th"7''h-i  '     '*^-    ^*''^"*   **'^y   '*'^''^  ^^^  alterin<x  or   disaj»proving  that    plan 
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latiirc  to  liavc  that  pljiii  carried  into  execiitlou  hy  a  law  oI'ioikb.itoo. 
this  country,  stating  tliesc  as  reasons  for  that  law — wliicli  jiis reasons 
I  desire  your  Lord-^lnps  to  attend   to, — the  repeated  innova-  '^"'' ^*"' ^»^- 
tions  and  Usiurpationd  that  have  been  made  upon  the  rights  monu'on' 
of  the  inhabitants  of  tliis  country,  through  the  remissness  "SiablunVi? 
and  rapacity  of  the  jNIogul  government ;  and  the  desire  of  nisiiko  on- 
the  English  government  of  accpiiring  popularity  by  a  sui>-  itSrapu  to 
posed  increase  of  revenue,  which  has  created  a  rooted  dislike  i»c"''»»«  ^^^ 
in  the   inhabitants   of  this  country  to  your  dominion.     In 
order  to  guard  against  that  rooted  dislike,  in  order  to  prc- 
Tcnt  those  future  innovations  which  are  attended  with  such 
dangerous  consequences,  you  are  to  psiss  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment to  establish  this  plan.     Such  were  Mr.  Hastings'  rea- 
sonings upon  that  ])lan.* 

Now  I  will  state  the  opinion   of  the  court  of  Directors  Opinion  of 
upon  it ;  because  I  shall  show  your  Lordships   that  those  nlriSore  on 
acts,  which  he  stated  had  created  a  rooted  dislike  to  their  ^'^^^  ^****** 
government,  were  acts  which  he   afterwards  did,  for   the 
purpose  of  facilitating  the   receii)t  of  bribes  and  concealing 
Iiis  own  corruption.     The  court  of  Directors  were  not  quite 
so  clear  in  the  approbation  of  this  plan,  when  first  presented 
to  them,  1X3  IMr.    Hastings  was.     They  did  not    take  upon 
them  to  say  positively — **  yes/'  ^^'"  ^^o," — whether  this  was 
to  be  the  jicrpctual  pliu  which  was  to  govern  their  provinces, 
but  they  say, — 

"  Wc  approve  of  what  you  have  done;  in  the  meantime  we  desire  you  Onlorof  the 

to  fonu  your  plans,  if  other  plans  may  hxi  necessary,  but  desire  that  no  |i*jj["*i}y™. 

innovations  he  made  without  your  sending  that  plan  to  us  for  our  final  novntioun  Ijo 

•pproliution,  before  it  is  adoi)ted.'*  intulr  witli- 

* '  '  out  their 

I  shall  lay  that  fplnn]  before  your  Lordships,  with  the  «i'i»™^'»^- 
ultimate  direction   of  the  court  upon    that   subject.      The 
court  of  Directors  desired  that   he  shoidd  form  a  new  plan, 
and  transmit  it  to  them  for  their  approbation  before  it  should 
be  carried  into  execution.     I  shall  t^how  your  LonUhips  that  iJ^JJ^JJfJjJJd 
he  formed  a  new  i)lan,  and,  when  that  was  so   formed,  he  wit)iout«it- 
carried  it  nito  execution  without  telling  tlie  court  ot  Direc- tothcW- 
tors  ono  word  about  it, — nay,  lor  a  whole  tAvelveinonth,  he  "^'*^"' 
never  let  them  know  that  there  had  been  any  alteration  in 
the    administration  of  their  revenues,  other  than  by  a  letter 


•  See  letter  of  the  Governor  Oenc'ral  ami  Mr.  Karwell,  <'f  Calcutta,  to  the 
IMivctors,  communicating  a  plan  for  the  future  FCltlement  of  the  revenue  ; 
dated  2Sth  March,  1775 ;  and  the  letter  of  the  same  to  the  Directoi-s,  forwardiup: 
the  draft  of  an  Act  of  rarlianient  for  the  piirj^sc  statwl  ahove,  datcnl  ;jt)  April, 
1776.— rrintcd  in  the  Appendix  to  the  "  Minutes  of  the  Evidence,"  pp.  6-14,  G60. 


310 


Oi>eui>iij  of  the  Sixth  Chury* — IWjoUm: 


) 

I 


f    QiVHttnn  of 


tandihonld 

Hr.  RiiM- 

iDgii'aplDitm. 
IMaobo 


vi\\\ei\  lip  IraiiHmilted  to  liU  own  n;;:«nti  Alnjor  .ScoM,  Inlw 
(iolivcri'd  by  him  or  not.  nt  hia  own  pltfi^uro. 

Having  elatetl    tlic   (lfiti«a   wliicn    wure    inifiQH?*)    Eip>iD 
Mr.    tlnstinga,   both   by   his  own   confo^Bion   >nd   Lr  llui 
orders  i>i'  Dig   eourt  of  Dircclors,  with  redout  In  ibe  pba 
uf   administering   the    rovenuc*    thrciitgh    ibe    medium  etifl 
Euro|>oui    Bcrvnntu   in    Ui«    iirovinco-t,    baving   staled  th 
aclvantagos  which  Mr.  HnsttngH  suppowd  would  rv»itlt  frgi 
it*  having  etntod   thnt  it  was   a  plan  of  locnl  tnti'nuil  c 
trot — tbat  it  wm  a  plnn  of  publicity — that  it.  wa/<  n  \ 
that  did  not  ndmit  of  tbo  oxi«tenco  of  opprrftsion.  yn\\m 
tlml  niipruseinn  being  ilisoovcrvd   to  the   pTovim-ial  (.'ira 
cilit, — I    must  now  come  to  eomc    interior    pnrte,  vhi 
your  IjordHbi|»  will  do  mc  the  juaticc  to  biJicve  1  d«  i 
tilfttc  lo»8(dy  and  iuocctiratdy,  out  lliat  yoti  will  me  I 
fonii!  of  tlietn  by  nnd  by,  aud  tho  necxssily  there  is   I 
inn  to  stniR  thttni  cloarly  to  your  I^ordfihiptt,  in  order  tl 
yon  mny  nndcrstand  nil  the  n^mvntions  of  the  offenoe  4 
Mr.  Hiiating!*.  ^ 

The  mode  in  which  lh«  tovoihics  of  that  country  hart 
been  mifod  bn;!  hitherto  been  by  a  |uirinont  from  tlio  diH 
fcrcnt  zainiadars,  ihrniora  or  landholders— call  them  hp_ 
what  nnmo  or  description  you  pleaee.  It  \a  a  spcciw  « 
land-rcut,  which  is  exacted  fi-om  them  in  tlio  tJiape  of  iribute* 
wbioh  they  have  to  pay  to  the  govunnncnl.  It  is  tlio  prin- 
cipal revcniio  of  ISer^  ; — by  what  title  or  what  right.  i> « 
matter  I  ahall  not  nt  present  enter  into.  If  1  wee  to  eoto 
into  it,  I  etiould  tihow  that  lltcy  have  ihc  projiLTty  of  tlic 
Inndu  and  we  only  the  tribute  of  it,  n»  ovory  good  govem- 
nicnt  ought  to  have;  but  il.  is  immaterial  whether  tttcrurt 
to  be  looked  u|>on  us  ixjswMing  the  landii  purely  «f  of 
favour  and  courtesy  or  of  their  own  right. 

[  have  to  state  two  ditTercnt  «el»  of  opinions  upon  ttut 
Ribjcet  Finit,  the  orders  of  the;  court  of  Directors  at  to 
who  arc  the  persons  to  whom  tho  land  should  be  given,  in 
order  to  raise  a  revenue  out  of  that  country.  I  have  I" 
Btate,  also,  Mr.  Hastings'  opinion  upon  that  snhjout— 
are  tlio  persons  to  whom  tho  lands  aboiihl  bo  aiva 
namely,  tbo  nativos  of  that  countrj'.  And  1  shidl  i' 
your  Lordahip9  that  tlicso  orders  of  the  court  of  1 

with  respect  to  ihesa   persons   were   eompletel;  d 

by  Mr.  Haetinga  ;  and  thnt  these  opinions  of  his  own  « 
completely  contradicted  by  Mr.  Hastings  in  a  thmi 
inflouces ;  imd  thnt  in  every  one  instonco  whcra  I  f 
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contradiction  to  those  oinnions,  I  find  a  gum  of  money  paid  i«iFi  n.  itw. 
to  Mr.  Hastings  !  ordrrof 

The  court    of  Directors,  above  all,  establish  this  as  an  Jharilo'pay- 
iinivcrsal  rule — that  no  payment,  of  any  eort  or  kind,  Bhidl  "i*^"{J,ii' i,^,. 
be  exacted  from  the  persons  holding  the  hinds,  whether  you  youdthat 
call  them  farmers  or  whether  you  call  them  zamindar^,  or  115^^™!?!*'" 
by  whatever  name  or  description  they  are  to  be  known —  "^  *^*^  '''"*^' 
thil  no  payment  shnll  be  asked  or  demanded  of  them,  upon 
any  account  or  j)retence  whatsoever,  other  than  that  wliich 
IS  expressed  in  the  deed  or  instrument  by  whicli  tlicy  hold 
those  lands.     The  court  of  Directors  ordered  another  thing,  ivj^ithouhT 
too, — that,  in  the  letting  of  the  lands,  wherever  these  persons  jj^jjjj 
ifho  were  called  zamindars  were  dispossessed  of  those  lands, 
tlie  farm  should  be  divided  into  smaller  proportions,  and  that 
no   farm   should  be  above  10,000/.,  or  one  lac  of  rupees, 
unless  it  was  let  to  the  hereditary  zainindar.    They  directed,  Andtiutno 
further,  that  no  banya  of  any  European  should  have  any  «iiouhi  iw 
concern  whatever  with  the  letting  the  lands  in  the  different  fn"rtti'ii? 
])rovince3.     I  state  this  to  your  Lordships,  because  I  will  '''*^  ^"'***' 
show  that  money  was  taken,  more  than  was  mentioned  in  iircnrht.r 
the  instrument  by  which  they  held  the  lands, — because  I    ^*'^   ^^ 
will  show  that  every  man  who  gave  a  present  to  Mr.  Hast- 
ings, so  far  from  having  a  farm  of  only  one  lac,  had  it  to  the 
amount  of  thirty,  forty,  some  even,  1  bcUcvc,  to  nearly  the 
amount  of  fifty,  lacs. 

The  court  of  Directors  further  declared  that  they  were  [[fjIJ^'V-'"*^" 
universally  of  opinion  that,  for  every  reason,  the  fit  and  the  min-iHrs 
])roper  persons  to  hold  the  lands,  and  to  pay  the  revenue  to  ilSftifrnttcst 
the  East  India  Company,  Avere  these  persons  who  are  com-  *a"**i»o^t'<?"' 
monly  known  by  the  name  of  the  hereditary  zamindars ; 
and  they  directed  that,  wherever  it  could  be  done,  the  here- 
ditary zamindar  should  be  the  person  who  should  fain  the 
land  from  the  East  India  Company.    It  was  impossible  that,  Ti'c  mit  to 
at  the  distance  at  which  they  were,  they  could  direct  posi- 
tively and  specifically  what  was  the  rent  or  revenue  which 
was  to  be  paid  for  those  lands,  but  they  directed,  in  the 
most  specific  terms,  that  the  rent  or  revenue  that  should  be 
paid  by  those  j)eople  should  be  moderate.     There  was  a  dis- 
cuenion  in  the  Council  at  Bengal,  as  well  as  at  home,  sis  to 
what  ought  to  be  the  temis  of  the  tenure.     The  Directors 
said,  **  We  have  not  made  up  our  minds  yet  whether  wc  Zamindnr 
shall  let  the  land  upon  a  perpetual  tenure,  or  on  an  annual  SiMtirriicii  in 
tenure,  or  any  term  of  years ;  but  this  we  positively  direct,  hij^ni"^^' 
that,  wherever  a  zamindar  pays  his  revenue  to  government 


lils  ifiHitimj  njtlw  ^uth  Chnrt/v — PrescnU  : 

J..  1 1 1!  I71HI.  nMriilsiriy,  III!  iiuMXM.-c  Ik!  tloinaiulcd  of  Inm  iipuii  uiiy 
."nuMHiiil  cu"  ])nti*M{'o  wliJitoviM*;  llmt  ho  l»o  allowed  to  hold 
ami  I'lii'iv  his  vAwW  i»r  his  ijinii ;  thut  lio  hi'  allowed  tocni'»v 
iho  i»rii!ii  of  hie-  revenue:  even  if  liis  lea^^e  he,  in  apiu\u- 
:in»v,  <»nlv  annual,  vet,  if  he  he  reirnlar  and  punctual  iu  his 
|i:ivhii'nt.  that  lie  i^hail  have  it  eqtuvalent  to  a  perpetual 
lia.-e  -  not  a  perpetual  lea.«?e  in  law,  but  ho  shall  not  be 
turned  out."* 

Sueh  are  the  <»rder3  (»f  tlic  Court  of  Direetors  upon  that 
.-nhjiei, — nrdi'rs  from  which  they  never  deviate, — orJers 
Wmw  wliieh  it  is  inipo-silde  that  men  could  deviate,  who  haJ 
ilu'  ti;uoil  uovernmi'ut  of  the  country  in  view.     Mr.  llastiiip 

Mr.u.si.     hiuisi'ir  wa-  not  hehind  hand  with  the  court  of  Director?  in 
these  opinions,  for  he  explicitly  telU  Urf — 


III  I  i\>Mir  i-l 
.  :i:,,'.ii>i.ir*'. 


•• ,  V\\''  (ulti\:iti<!i  w«nil«l  i!ii)ir)irliki-lv  tu  Ik'!  cnoituin;{cil :  iht-vhavi-a 
lnrjiitii-.I  liitrr.-:  ni  llir  cnuntry ;  llirir  iiihi-ritaiuv  (Mimot  Iu- rinMVui; 
ilicv  :ni' till-  jin»|jnrtiir.  nf  tlu-  l.'itnN,  wlii'li  arc  tlu-ir  i-^!*.'*!'  ami  ti-«:!" 
inh'.iiiaiiir.  I'»'ii!i.  a  Vnvj  i'i)iitiiiiiaiir'i>  \n  tlu-ir  raiiiilic^  fit  i^  t«>  )»•' 
i-i'iiiliult  il  iln'v  ljn\»'  rivi'ftiil  :iii  :niilniiity  in  tin*  ilir-triil.  ac«|Uirf'l 
;  ji  iiM.  ii.jatuy  K*\Ki-  ilic  inimlo  i>i"  tin-  noils,  aiiilj  ingratiated  tluir 
ail\  I'tiiMi-*."  i' 


Ul'>  I'iMlli'M 

i>-.i  III!  nii: 
llh-  I. mils  l-    I 
r«ri:i. 


Tlhu  f(»lliiw  tlie  opinions  of  Mr.  Hastings?  with  re.s[»cet  to 
5n*ni('rs.    - 

•■  A  laiMii  r  »v".!  '  Imlil-  Iti**  \\\\n  {ni'  oii»-  \r.\i'  iinlv,  hjiviiitr  H"  inUitv-t 
Ml  ill"-  111  .\1.  !iUj>  v.li.ii  lif  ( :iii  v.iili  thi'  liuiiil  of  ri^roHi",  wliicli,  i-viuiii 
llir  (•\««»i!''Mii  nl"  l«';ral  (laiiu^,  i-  ojii'ii  ('(piixalciit  to  \  ioli-iirc.  Ih'  >* 
MinliT  til.-  in'i! -.s'tiy  III  hiiii:;  riLTiil  and  r\rii  ciuel,  f«»r  whuf  i>  IHf  in 
a.iriar  aii.r  ihi-  i'\|.'i!  itimi  ol"  lii^.  |io\v  r  i*«  at  bot  n  (loiihtrul  (lf*»t.  if 
i\(i-  n 'iix  rraM'-.  Mr  will  lu!  l*iiij);r«l  to  i'xccimI  ihr  buiuuls  «"f  ripit 
;'rul  til  aumn.  ijt  li;  i?;i  dihc  1)v  irrt'uiil.u'  CNartioiis,  ami  bv  racking  the 
iiiiants.  lur  \'.  Itii-h  iHM-triirrs  will  iiof  h-j  waiitinLf]  where  tlic  faiius  pas^ 
aiiimally  IVoni  «»!if  Ii.mmI  to  anolluT."j; 

Siieli  were  ^Ir.  lI:istinL!;s'  o[)inii)ns  with  respect  to  letting 
till*  l;ind  1«»  llu'  heivditMry  zamindars, — sueh  his  opiniuu^ 
with  H'spri't  tn  ilie  niisehief  that  accrued  from  letting  them 
lo  farnnTs. 


Tin' ali.iM'  U  tin-  snbvtanco  of  the  l.'ith  parairraph  of  n  Ifttcr  fromllu' 
ioMit  «ir  l)iiv<'l««r>  to  iIk"  Gowriior  trcnoral  and  Council  of  Calcutta,  •^ati'l 
Mil  l'Mi:Mar\.  1 777.— rriuti^i  in  the  Ajipomlix  to  the  *' Minutes  of  ibt* 
I*\  iflfiii-i',"  y.  r,  r>. 
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I  tftiitc  these  principles  of  Mr.  II:istiiigs,  bcc:uit?e  I  will  i«i''^-_i7iH). 
»liow  your  Lurdrihips  that  the  principal  zainindarics  of  Hen-  tii«;  zamin- 
giil   Averc   let  to  fanners, —  that   they    were  ruined  by  the  llSn!*'^*^'* 
oppression  of  the  farmers:  and  I  will  show  you  that  there  i^ronoyi^iii 
were   payments    of    moneys    from   these   farmers   to    Mr.  \^^^  liy  tSJ 
lljistings.  ^^''"«™- 

i^Ir.  Hiistinr^s  has  shown  the  court  of  Directoi*fl,  also,  all  pwigorivora 

IllllOV&tlOllil 

the  dangers  which   I  need  not   state  :    ho  has  shown  the  in  order  to 
dangers  Avhich  follow  from  various  innovations  and  changes.  \"nue**"^ 
I  quoted  his  own  words,  sometime  ago,  upon  that  subject,  CJ^SiJi.^  ^^^ 
when  he  says  that   the  innovations  })rocecding  from  these  ifastUiKs. 
causes  had  created  a  rooted  dislike  in  the  minds  of  the  pcoi)le. 
lie  went   fiurther,  for  he  Avarned  his   masters  particularly 
against  this  : — "  Be  upon  your  guard  against  any  pretended 
increase  of  revenue,  for  be  sure  that,  so  certain  as  any  plan 
is  offered  for  your  consideration  which  purports  to  be  a  plan 
for  the  increase  of  your  revenue  and  the  dnninution  of  your 
expense,  so  sure  and  certain  that  ]>lan  will  turn  out  a  dimi- 
nution of  revenue  and  an  increase  of  expense." 

I  state  that  to  your  Lordships,  becausel  will  show  you  that  innovationa 
Mr.  Hastings  himself  made  those  innovatitms  which  he  had  i?iu»tii'iRii. 
deprecated.    I  will  show  you,  by  and  by,  that  Mr.  Hastings, 
upon  those  very  pretences  which  he  had  declared  against,  made 
those  very  innovations  which  he  had  deprecated  ;    and  I  will  ?,*"***■  ^'"^ 
eiiow  vou  that  tht»s(>  innovations  were  not  made  Xov  any  good  of  com-cai- 
piir[)ose,  but  purely  for  the  purpose  of  concealing  money  when  or  u>oni»y. 
taken,  and  of  facilitating  the  mode  of  taking  it.     1  will  show 
you,  t<»o,  that  Mr.  Hjisting.s  Avas   no  ialsc  prophet  when  he 
stated  that  a  ]»laii,  which  pretended  to  be  an  incresi.sc  of  col- 
lection, would  really  be  a  diininution  of  collection  and  an  J)iniiimtioii 
increase  of  ex{»en:?e ;    for    I    will  show   you  that   his   own  «iiiwHn»"ni 
plan,  which    he  introduced  upon  these  pretences,  was   at-  iVSiu,,,^'' 
tended  with  thosjc  very  consenueiiC(;s  which  he  himself  had  »'^"' 

Til  *      J 

forescL-n.      And  I  nhall  leave  it  upon  that,  and  u[)on  other  a'iJIJd'for' 
things  Avhich  I  have  to  state  to  your  Lordshii)s,  whether  JJJJpTimtiom 
a  plan  st»    finined, — whether  a  plan  so  introduced, — could 
be  introduced  for  any  other  purposes  than  the  purposes  of 
corruption. 

Having  said   so  much  with   re.<i)cct  to   the   preliminary  Mr.nji>i- 
duties  imposed   upon  Mr.  Hastings,  the  next  thing  that  I  "mtti! 'iu"" 
have    to  rrtato  to  your  Lor(l>fhips  irr,   the  opinion  that  was  JjJ,\\""f'*j^^ 
given  by  Mr.  Hastings,  in  the  year  1772,  with  respect  to  the  |J«jiaj 
administration  of  the  revenue  by  this  or  that  particular  body 
of  men. 


220  Opt  iiiHff  of  tlic  Sixth  Charge -^Presents  : 

1"  I'l.  iT.«».  I  slmiild  s.iy,  that,  previous  to  the  yeur  177-,  the  Bosinl 
\i..'iii.ii..r  *'^  ivvfr.iu*  |iniu'i[)ally  rcHidod  at  Moors^hetlsibad  and  at 
i:.!r.u..r  l*atna,  tMnisi.stinLT  of  two  lk»ard?<.  In  the  year  1772,  Mr. 
ViM.r'h.'i-  Hastings,  awan*  that  it  was  imposcsible  that  the  supreme 
pjitlr.''  *  administration  could  know  luiything  at  all  of  the  revenue, 
while?  it  I'oiitinuoil  administered  hv  two  Boards  under  tlicni. 
Ml. ir i...v.ir  abolislnd  thosj  two  Boards,  and  vested  the  ultimate  aim 
liuMMn  111.-  sn|iremc  superintendcnec  and  control  of  the  revenue  in  the 
i;..ii.i n*       -unreme  Board  at  Calcutta.     His  reasons  for  it  I  ffhall  now 

«  aliMlta.  J  AT       f  f        •  1 

nisj.:iM)n<!.  j?tate.     Mr.  llastiui's  savs  that, — 

**'rhf  rove  n\w  is  ln'Miiul  all  question  the  first  object  uf  };ovommcnt, 
tli:it  J '11  which  all  iho  n«<t  depend,  and  to  whirh  every  other  shoulJ  k 
ni;nlr-  ^iih'iniriit.  Then*  must  be  ii  rontrollinpr  power  in  this  deiiail- 
ir.i.ii."-  in'-anin-^  the  department  ut  ('alcutta, — **  it  cannot  be  partially 
jji'liuati (1 ;  but,  in  whatever  hands  it  is  Iodised,  it  must  be  alisiohiu-  ami 
ii>ili|u  lulint.  lUit  the  superior  Counril,  which  is  coustitmioiiallY  tbc 
cnntrnllinLr  power,  [iiavinj;  no  coj:;ni/.ancc  nor  connect i(m  with  the  in- 
b-rinr  depart luent.  can  have  no  kn(»wled«xe  of  what  is  transaeted.  but 
IVdiii  the  iiiforniation  of  the  Hoaird  of  revenue,  which,  however  fair  and 
iinpartial.  eannot  possildy  convey  that  intimate  intelli«;encc  which  ariwrj 
rroiii  daily  piartiee  and  a  direct  communication  with  the  .sen-ants  of  the 
iiVeiiur'.  Without  sueli  an  i nt ell ijjence  what  authority  can  the  ailini- 
iii»«tiai";«»n  ptis.M'ss  in  the  alfairs  of  the  collections,  or  with  what  c<jiiti- 
dnur  ran  liny  issii,»  any  orders  for  their  imjirovement,  irapresstd  as 
tiny  imist  be  with  tlu»  t'onseiousness  that  they  are  but  imperfect  jutes 
of  matters  on  whieh  they  ilietate  to  others  better  informed?  In  effect 
all  anihoiitv  and  c«»:umand  will  re>t  with  the  Board  of  revenue.''! 

Pmiu.rt  ..f         These  i>piuious  of  j\[r.  Hastings  go  to  tliis,  that  the  su- 

i!i.  .iiininii   piviiie    Pioard   at    Honccal  is   intimately  connected  with  the 

i..r,..f  ndmiuist ration  of  its    revenue:  that  it   cannot  be  partially 

.:iiii»ui   '  '    delei^ated  ;    that  it  eannot  be  put  in    a  Board  subordinate  to 

•iriri.Ii.'-d  i,y  that.    The  moment  you  jmt  it  in  a  Board  subordinate  to  th:it, 

Vil'ar!!!*"""  *'^''^    UKMnent    you    invest   all  power  and  authority  in  the 

lioard  of  revenue.     If  the  superior  administration  is  vax- 

ti:illy  deh'gated  it  must  rest  in  absohite,  total  and  complete, 

ignorance.      1  shall  show  y(nu'  Lordships  that,  in  t'.ic  year 

I,:.!  ..%  111.  ^  "^  1  ?  *^^J'*  Hastings  did  delegate  that  Avhich  he  said  could  not 

Uiisiiiiu-..  in  be   partially  delcixatcd  ;    that,  in  1781,  Mr.  Hastings  lh^e^7 

t..iiuM:        that    Iduul  over  the  eyes   ot    the   supreme   adnumstration. 

oiiit.iMi .      ^yiii^,],   inj  ?inys,  lu'cessarily  must  be  thrown  over  the  eyes  of 

the   sujircnic  administration,  the  moment  you  delegate  the 

revenue.     Instead  of  that   easy  and   gradual  chauiTc  which 


■^I-'aMiri's 
l:>k<Mi  ill 
ITM  I'V  .Ml-. 


*   Minute  of  ooniniitt.'v?  of   the  Council  ef  Calcutta.   28ih   July   1772.— 
l*ri"ti<l  5"  the  "  >linu«es  *>>'  'ho  KvMe"ce,"  i>.  1  |T«. 
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Mr.  Htidtings  was  onlered   to  mnkc^and  whicli  he  had  pro-  i^^^KniTi^. 
fesded  it  absolutely  necessary  to  make,  Mr.  Hastings  comes  iiissuppms- 
to  the  Board  on  the  9th  of  February,  1781,  and  in  a  short  romn.i  ovIt 
minute,  upon  the  pretence,  which  he  had  deprecated,  of  llonV i,uf,c 
saving  expense  and  increasing  the  collections,  at  once  abo-  (^i^'f^it^If. 
lishes  the  whole  administration  of  the  revenue  in  Bengal. 
I  will   show  your  Lord8hii)s,   by  and   by,  why  it  was  neces-  nwa«sigii- 
sary  that  he  should  so  abolish  it.     He  abolishes  the  whole  SJi*n,i/^f^tra- 
administration  of  the  revenue  in  Bengal ;  he  vests  the  whole  tion  of  the 
administration  of  it  in  the  hands  of  four  gentlemen  named  HoanP 
by  himself.     He  not  only  does  that,  but  he  takes  that  very  ilhuwiV*^ 
step  which,  in  the  year  1772,  he  had  declared  must  neces- 
sarily and  inevitably  keep  the  Council  in  ignorance  I 

Your  Lordships  will  find  in  the  seventh  Article  of  this  ii<.ft.renooio 
charge — I  have  a  right  to  go  into  any  part  of  the  Articles,  {-"iJof  j\j^ 
and  you  will  sec  that  I  am  now  connecting  part  of  the  ciiartro. 
seventh  Article  of  the  charge  with  a  part  of  the  present — 
your  Lordships  will  sec  that  Mr.  Hastings  is  charged  with  comipt 
Laving,  for  corrupt  puqwses,  abolished  the  provincial  Coun-  Xf/i^hhilr 
cils.     If  I  was  to  go  no  further  than  to  stjite  that  he  has  pnAinciai 
abolished  the  provincial  Councils  upon  pretences  which  he 
had  disclaimed — that  he  has  abolished  the  provincial  Coun- 
cils in  contradiction  to  every  order  of  his  nuisters,  and  every 
opinion  of  his  own — your  Lordships  would,  from  this  cir- 
cumstance alone,  infer  the  corruption  ;  but  I  shall  not  leave 
it  there.     Having  thus  vested  the  whole  administration  of  ^^jj^^^.^^,^  of 
the  revenue,  by  one  short  minute,  in  the  hands  of  four  gen-  ^^''f*f?";*^ 
tlemcn,   1  shall   state  to  your  Lordships  wliat   sort  ot  an  by  him. 
administration  it   was   that   he  ordained   for   this   govern- 
ment.    If  I  can  prove  that,  in  the  course  of  the  administra- 
tion of  these  revenues,  Mr.  Hastings  established  a  govern- 
ment which  he  knew,  himself,  to  be  weak,  Avickcd  and  in- 
efficient, that  he  vested  the  whole  power  of  the  revenues  of 
that  country  in   the  hands  of  a  person  concerned  in  taking 
bribes  for  himself,  your  Lordships  Avill  easily  infer  that  that 
was  the  original  cause  why  this  change  and  alteration  was 
made. 

The  four  persons  that  he  named  for  the  administration  of  Namos  of 
the  revenue  were  a  ^Ir.  Andersjon,  Mr.  Crofts,  Mr.  Sliore  Ihe'ijlirt'/ 
and  Mr.  Chartres.     About  Mr.  Anderson  I   shall  say  ex-  Mr.  Andcr- 
tremely   little.    Mr.   Anderson   was   specially    selected   by  put.'ii'S- 
Mr.  Hastings,  because  he  was  supposed  to  possess  singular  Ill'^J'JJJ^'Jf* 
and  particular  skill  in  the  revenues  of  that  country :  that  was  reviime. 
the  cause  Mr.  Hastings  assigned  why  he  placed  >Ir.  Ander- 


iap«a.i 


iii  Opetting  of  the  Hixih  Cliaryt—Prttantt : 

«.  toil,  A  young  ruMi.  at  the  hmJ  of  thnt  tni^hty  Boatxl  whidi 
wnj«  vealcil  wilb  itic  •UI4:,  cnmiilulo  luiil  ixufect,  luliiiuiutn- 
tiim  ol'  llio  reTcau«8  of  Bcognl.  ,  Vet  the  verv  fint  not  <4 
Mr,  liiutiogfl  was  in  lake  uway  lltal  very  Mr.  Aadinoo, 
who  wtia  {iitt  nl  tho  htuu)  of  th«  ItuArd  for  tu»  «kill,  stiil  lo 
»OR<I  hint  iip'in  n  dcjiuUtion  out  of  the  pt-oviiicc^;  sotJtnt, 
ivhiilctcr  nlillily  ^Ir.  A ndiirroii  might  pui>»c*»,  tluiL  ability, 
wliicli  wiw  iho  roiuon  for  [nittinj^Thim  thert-,  t'iimi«li<il 
Mr.  tl.-uttiiip)  witJi  another  prutenoc  for  tAkiog  him  away 
tram  the  lioanl  nt  which  ha  had  placed  bim.  He  waa  a 
tliat  Bimnl  four  ycurs ;  dtirinfc  that  four  years  Mr.  Hiufwip 
nllnwct]  )iiui  to  dt  forty-foitr  days.  With  rcq«ct  M 
Mr  Cnifis,  I  aboil  show  tnot  )io  vri\a  eontit<clL'<l  intunitkly 
with  Mr  Ilnirmgit,  iind  waa  lh«  medium  through  nhioi 
!i  prfut  (Ittnl  of  money  wiw  pcccix'od.  Of  the  ottier  two 
i^i^iil Itfiiieii  I  do  nut  sny  unylhing;  I  know  DoiLiit):  of  tiitm. 
I  "inm  my  tlicy  were  very  fit  lor  the  eituatiotiji  in  ubidb 
\\niy  were  jiliLccd;  but  I  eluill  »Low  your  Lonlnhiju  lint, 
iiccording  to  their  own  opiniom,  it  waa  ntt<>rly  iin|Niuib!e 
that  any  men  could  bo  fit  for  thera,  for  Mr  lia<tiiu;«  had 
vested  lu  them  a  power  whidt  it  wns  porfwtly  impmable 
llint  they  could  cxceute.  1  will  show  to  your  LonIshi|» 
what  ihi*  llonrd  wu*  that  Mr.  Hastings  uitnbtisLed.    Mr.  Aa- 

J  durmcin,  who  wiw  titlecleil  for  Iiih  iieciiTinr  ekill  in  the  revenue, 
xliull  tell  you  what  I10  ban  told  us  already  in  tite  Houmi  «^ 

t!  Conmioii*.  lie  htis  told  u*,  in  conformily  nitli  Mr.  Sliuro, 
who  acted  long  at  the  beiul  of  it,  tfant  to  say  lliey  did  ibw 
biisinoM — to  say  tbnt  llicy  could  do  their  buiuti(v>-^H-wi  idle 
folly  and  noueon^o;  get  through  it  tJiuy  did, — do  it  thtj 
could  not;— that,  bo  they  what  ihey  itmy — b«  they  thcbttt 
intenliiiQcd,  tbe  bei*t  skilled  and  the  laoat  indiutriotu,  meo 
m  ihc  whole  iiroviticc  of  Ik-ngnl — tlioy  wurci  liiolH  in  llw 
handi*  of  ibc  diwun.     I  xbidl  read  to  your  Lordaltifu  vliM 

I'"  Mr.  Shoro  fsiyn,  and  what  Mr.  Anderson,  io  tioi  iloiiK  <'' 
Commons,  confirmed.  With  respect  to  that  businvM,  he 
says, — 

"  With  rc*iwct  to  the  {iirMnt  cauauttoe,  it  in  taanilj  bn[irHililv  ht' 
Ihcm  la  cxccuitt  thv  biisuiMs  tlicy  ore  entnixlci)  mth;  llinur  raid 
with  the  irnxsral  controiil,  [and  tfiey  h&vc  an  exMmUvv  Niilhnrit;  Ia^ 
than  ei-er  wu*  btfrutT  Riv«n  to  Bny  tloArd  or  lioily  of  m*it.  Tlicf  iMf 
[  aiul  must  pst  thmujili  the  liiitincH ;  but  to  pn-tcntl  lo  ttrnwat  tbM  Uaj 
Bsally  L'jtecoti-  it  woulJ  ht  fully  ami  Un-UixH. 

"  Till-  ifranil  iiIyKt  of  tho  iiotiven  U  to  oniuirc  indL-[ienikiil  mtittiHlL 
aw!  fur  inanyjTaM  Ihey  liavc  imninol  Ihii  willi  wumlrrfnl  art.  Tit 
fiuTOCTi  ukI  lomlnikre  under  the  crnnmittcc  pro»«wte  Uw  Mine  pb« 
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e  ready  olijcctions  to  anything  that  has  tlie  least  appearance  of  ioFbd.17oo. 
•n  ;  all  controiil  removed,  they  can  plunder  as  they  please.  — 

committee  must  have  a  dewan  or  executive  officer,  call  him  hy 
me  you  please.  ITiis  man,  in  fact,  has  all  the  revenue  paid  at 
dency  at  his  disposal,  and  can,  if  he  has  any  ahilities,  hrin^  all 
ers  under  contribution.  It  is  little  advantap^e  to  restrain  the 
ec  thomsflves  from  brilicry  or  corruption,  when  their  executive 
IS  the  poNver  of]  practising  both  undetected."* 

3ire  your  Lordships  to  attend  to  ibis  : — Mr.  Shore  and 

ader.son  tell  you,  that  to  pretend  that  the  committee 

!o  their  business  was  folly  and  fiilsebood ;  that  the  whole 

e  was  at  the  disposal  of  the  diwan;  that  they  were 

nstrunieiitri  in  his  bands, — he  could  do  with  them  what 

^cd ;  he  could  put  all  the  renters  under  contribution ; 

ws  the  secret  resources,  the  hopes  and  fears,  of  all  the 

lars; — he  is  everything  and  the  committee  nothing. 

e   begins    what   will    oj)en   to   your    Lordships   the  ^j^.'JjJJjV^f 

r  in  which  I   mean  to  bring  all    this  round  to  the  Mr.  nast- 

of  corruption  against  !Mr.  Hastings.     I  have  shown  ililSiiu^niio 
at  be  abolished  a  government  of  local  control,  that  he  <^^"'"""*'*^- 
ed  a  government  that  carried  publicity  upon  the  face 

I  have  shown  to  your  Lordships  that,  in  the  opinion 
\  new  committee  themselves,  they  were  mere  blind 
nents  in  the  hand  of  their  diwan ;  and  I  think  it 
jason  to  infer,  when  Mr.  Hastings  had  violated  so 
[lutics  that  were  imposed  upon  him  by  the  laws  of  his 
y,  the  orders  of  his  ma.^ters  and  his  own  opinions,  for 
rposc  of  establishing  a  government  that  were  tools  in 
lids  of  the  diwan, —  I  think  it  is  fair  inference,  that  the 
iinjr  one  and  cstiibllshiiin  the  other  could  be  done  for 
id  purpose ;  because  the  only  purpose,  for  which  it  was 
dcd  to  be  done,  was  a  pur[X)se  Mr.  Hastings  had 
f  condemned  and  dei)rer*uted. 

i  brings  me  to  state  to  your  Lordshii)s  who  this  diwan  Thoap- 
i  whom  Mr.  IListings  put  the  whole  disposal  of  the  inuwaiT ^ 
iCF, — that  it  was  no  other  than  Gunga  Govind  Sing,  {^^[fJjJ^'Q^. 


of  Gunga  Govind  Sing,  by  the  confession  of  the  com- 
thomselves,  but  I  shall  prove,  from  the   confession 


emarks  on  the  Mode  of  arlininistorin;;  justice  to  the  Natives  in  Bengal, 
be  Collection  of  the  Revenue/*  hy  John  Shore.  —  Art.  3rtl. — IVintetl  in 
nutes  of  the  Evidence,"  p.  12H0. 
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MhikWtkOf  nnolher  of  Mr.  ITutinga'  ogcnls  Mr.  LArkitu,  tlnl  br, 
—  w1k>  tbo  eouitnitloo  (ell  yuu  ciiuli]  Iny  the  renters  uiuk-r 
wimt  nintriliiilidiM  lie  |>)^ed,  and  tb»t  the  conunUli^c  *tn 
toaU  iti  )ii$  bnn«]>s — timt  he  wud  the  perwin  who  reauTol 
|)rcs!»ls  for  Mr.  Hn*ttn^  Tlicn  it  la  hut  a  iihflrt  infcrcnca 
— I  am  care  it  U  a  tniu  otie— th^t  all  this  omuigeueut  «iu 
lak«n,  fill  t)ii»i<;  duties  vlolntt-d,  for  the  ji»r]i(i:v  o(  iilitlin;; 
Ounj^a  Ooriiut  Sing,  his  own  receiver  of  briber,  iiilo  itwt 
MtiMliofl. 
vmmm  It  will  he  itefieMftfy  for  mo  to  stale  lo  your  LontIii)ii 

^ooa  wIk^  tbi>  Gun^  Govtad  Sing  was;  and,  when  my  n^M 
*'"'"'""■  Iitmiuralili;  frk'iid  loH  yoit,  in  hi:i  opening  »iK.*c«h,'thaiil 
viw  n  itnuic  at  which  nil  India  tunic*l  jiulv,  he  did  not 
pxnggvniti' :  be  told  tlutt  which  every  man  whu  nnncd  lo 
your  I»rdship«'  biir  will  tell  you, — th.it  if  there  was  era* 
innit  wImi  was  h.ilcd,  feared  and  despised,  by  uU  the  nnlirei 
in  India,  it  wad  that  Gun|*a  Govind  Sin"  :  and  this  msn,  mi 
linto*!,  feared  and  despised,  by  every  good  uian,  is  bo  wlniBi 
Mr.  Ilaalingij  9elccte<I  to  put  at  the  head  of  tlitii  rercntie 
Uoitrd  [^wIki  were]  to  be  tool*  in  his  band;  b(^  euiplii^nl 
tiru  mm,  I  sliall  ^Row,  to  receive  bribe-)  for  liin)««lf.  i 

Hut,  it  may  be  eaid,  Mr  Ilnslingii  did  not  know  Qun^ 

(iiivind   Sing.     It  would  Ix:  diffioutt  to  porKUiido  me  tlut 

Mr,  lin^tingK  had  been  ten  yean»  Guvorodr  General  of  Inlii. 

r»fin^.        nnd  (tint  lit;  did  not  know  the  most  notorious  cltancteriniL 

If  be  did  not  know  him,  it  was  bis  duty  to  ia<]utrc  intobi* 

characlirr  before  he  placed  him  in  thitt  i»mcrlant  oQtce    Hm 

I'Mjwhim  ho  did  know  him  :  bo  bad  been  formerly  in  a  situation  un'if* 

mm  uiun-    tbo  ComjHiny ;   he  Imd  been   employed    an   diwan   f>  tU 

fhrmti''"'  provincial  Council,  the  committco  of  Calculln:  from  tin 

M*iitiaf     Kituation  he  was  dtsmii^sed  with  diagracc.     Notwitlislamlu^ 

bis  being  diitmisscd   with  di^racc  from   thnt  situatidD,  tk 

moment  Colonel    Munsoa  died,  Mr.  IlnKtings    put   Gune* 

(jovind  Sing  iigiiin  into  olllco,     Uia  ma^Ccrd,  the  conrt  of 

Directori',  condemn  bim  for  it.     They  toll  him,  "  "\Vh(jb.i 

your  plun  wiu  riaht  or  wrong  we  do  not  care,  but  fur  (k 

office  of  ttie  bona  of  the  committee  Gungn  Govind  Singi' 

nil   improper  pcri>on,  bemuse   ho  was   (^smix^d   from  tht 

CidcuttA  committee."    The  nnswer  that  be  intikc»  to  ihl 

coodcmnatioa  of  his  mastcre  ia,  to  put  tliis  ikeui,  in^tnd  i' 

being  diwan  to  the  Cidcutta  committee,  at  Ibo  head  of  ibc 

^,       ,       whole  revenue  presidency. 

BitiuiMrd      Concerning  bis  dmueEiil  from  the  Coiniuitlec  nt  Cu 
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Clavering  and  Colonel  Monson,  expressly  declare  that  they  lo  Fed.  1790. 
heard  all  over  Calcutta  that  he  was  the  worst  character  in  hih  «iis. 
the  country.     Mr.  Barwell  says,  —  *"*'*^' 

'*  It  \A  true  I  never  heard  any  man  speak  well  of  him,  hut  he  is  not 
proved  to  }>e  guilty,  and,  therefore,  I  shall  take  his  character  to  be  good.'* 

Then  comes  Mr.  Hastings  and  agrees  with  his  friend  Mr. 
Barwell, — 

'*  [t  ii  tnic  I  never  heard  a  man  speak  well  of  him ;  I  have  heard 
natives — I  have  heard  Euro])?ans—  speak  of  him,  but  in  this  point  they 
all  agree,  that  he  is  the  most  infamous  man  breathing ;  it  is  true  they 
have  not  told  us  specific  facts.  *' 

And   your  Lorilships  know  that,  if  I  was  giving  evidence 
of  a  person's  general  character^  I  should  not  be  permitted  to 
go  into  specific   facts.     Then  Mr.  Hastings  knew  perfectly  -^l^^^aro 
that  this  man's  general  character  was  notorious.    He  docs  not  oMi!«  gene- 
pretend  to  defend  him  upon  that  occasion  ;  he  says, —  t<r.*^  "*"^^ 

'*  He  neither  has  a  friend  among  the  natives  who  are  about  me,  nor 
lias  he  a  friend  among  tlic  Kuru{>eans  who  are  al)Out  me ;  I  never  heard 
any  man  fc]>eak  well  of  him,  but  I  never  heard  any  man  doubt  of  his 
abilities.*' 

No  more  do  I !  I  doubt. not  the  abilities  of  Gunga  Govind 
Sing.  It  was  because  he  had  abilities  that  he  was  selected 
by  Mr.  Hastings  for  that  great  and  that  iniportant  situation  ; 
it  was  because  he  liad  these  abilities,  described  by  Mr.  Shore, 
of  finding  out  the  secret  resources  of  every  renter  in  the 
country,  that  he  is  again  placed  in  that  high  and  important 
situation.  It  is  not  for  Iiis  want  of  talents  that  I  blame  Mr. 
Hastings;  but  I  blame  him  for  having  put  [into  that  situa- 
tion"] a  person  of  infamous  character,  even  [though]  possessed 
of  great  and  splendid  talents.  The  greater  his  talents  the 
greater  the  mischief,  when  placed  in  a  situation  that  ho 
could  ravage  the  whole  country,  at  his  pleasure,  as  I  shall 
show  your  Lordships  that  that  country  was  ravaged,  imder 
the  administration  of  Gunga  Govind  Sing  and  Mr.  Hastings. 

Now  I  have  stated  what  I  had  to  say  with  respect  to  the 
appointment  of  that  committee ;  T  have  shown  your  Lord- 
ships the  destruction  of  one  establishment;    I  have  shown 
you  the  appointment  of  another ;  but  I  shall  go  further,  and  Jl?^£|j^^ 
not  only  show  you  that,  in  the  opinion   of  this  very  man  mitt »h* or 
who  was  in  that  government,  this  committee  of  revenue — as  "*^^'"  '**' 
it  is  called — was  inefficient,  weak  and    futile,  but  I  shall 
show    you,   that  in   the  opinion   of  Mr.  Hastings   himself, 
that  government  which   he  established  was  effective  to  no 
one  good  purpose  under  the  sun  ;    for  I  shall  show  you  that, 
in  the  course  of  the  year  1783,  in  consequence  of  the  oppres- 
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M  rai. tn*.  ffiona  of  a  iniin  of  whom   your    LortUiipu  will   licar  inM 

nijiii^im  tluui  a  little, — <if  tlic  oofflu  uf  Doby  Sing, — in  oonBc.|uenwB 

SU*'      of  llic  opiireMiottt  of  Umt  man,  which  ilr.  llartiBi^'  oor- 

rupl  ay»t«iu  luul  oocauHocfl,  a   viLSt   bi)dy   of  enduinc  nf 

great  nnprfMion,  committticl  in  different  jAru  of  the  coitntr7, 

wu  Iwu  upon  thv  tublc      A  ilr.  Gotullu]  wu   n  tttllein' 

I  volrfii  in  ihu  nociuuiliim,  w  well  hn  L)i:1>y  Sing;  nni),  Dp-m 

I  tlio  trial  of  Mr.  QooOIud,  Mr.  liewting*  himedf  tajt,— 


(1.        "  1  nil  wuU  kitmr  tlie  abiliUa  Anil  th«  dmndrr  uf  lliia  T)chj  Siiui.ltat 

•yval  ]  nnirpite  tl  jiinsDilp  IhnL  \vt  tlicnilil  (itBiiiiit  n'cty  riHitmlly  liUl  Id  )■ 

"wr     elmriif.  ""i*!  jrl.  »'  'h*  wraa  tiiw,  itat  il  Riigltt  I*  rooMoM  ft™» 

Mr.  (ixntllail,  whn  Wiw  thKrc." 


Now  upply  litis   to  Mr.  Ttiietinm'  systco).     What  wtt  tl 
f.\jpm  wliioti  he  hftd  cstahlinhcd,  oy  vhich,  lU^ordlng  to  K 


sr.uw     "*i  fonfpmton,  ft  pixiyinfr  might  be  rnviged,  n  pt^Mile  u 
!""■  dcrcd  nnd  driven   t(i  rchcllion,  inlhtml  an    Kn;;li*n  ora 

nho  wiu  in  iho  province,  knowing  nnythingiib«Mit  it  ?    Suq 
liowvviir,  WAS   thr  system  of  iiitricxcy  nnd    djurkimn  111 
Mr.  riastingp  established,  in  dcfunioi;  of  a  jivsttiii  of  daf 
nc-w  und  (if  light  which  h.id  hucn  c»tal)Uii)i<.'d  [iroviiiita  w  ll 
Itine-    That  nn^  liia  oim  o)»nion  of  hia  own  syi^leia : 
0^  your  Lor()c>liipit,    is  it  posKiblc  a   uuui    ooiild,  fur  i  _ 
jTOud  piirnoac.  appoint  a  system  of  government  of  which  ball 
(Wlarod  lie  hadduob  nu  opinion? — ihata  gr«it  province,! 
hiTgi!  as  the  votinly  »f  York,  should  I>u  plnndci:^  fnnnfl^ 
Id  end,  tluit  tiic  pcopla  i*h»uld  be  driven  out  of  thco 
try,  and  tliu   grLXitcst  cruelties  tuid  ina^snerc-i  he  commttl 
]n  it,  and  yet  that  a  person  hitfh  in  uflicc,  who  rMded  rii  4 
provlnoo,  ^nould  he  ignorant  of  it  ?     And  tbU  !•  the  sj"*' 
which  you  Km  desired  to  believe  iva^  ojiinblinhud  by  Mr 
HitKtingti  for  good  purpose*  ! 
^J*^^-""*"       There   are  n  niinihor  of  officer*  wlio   aro  known  by  Ike 
viiimai         niuiic  of  provincial  diwAuu,  in  tlutt  country.     The  fir»t  lA 
of  Mr.  Kaatinga'  new  nilirriniftnition  woe  iJiui,— and  I  cImO 
chni^c  Mr.  liiMtings,  tind  ehall   state  soon   why   I  tixmp- 
Mr.  ila?tiiif;p,  with  the  acta  of  that  coniiniltoe, — the  fii* 
Btep  of  their  proceeding  wns,  in  a  variely  t>f  itMtiincr^,  lojcas 
tlie  office    of  farmer  and  diwan   -  that  w  to  say,  join  tb« 
office  of  fanner  and  check  npun  the  fitrmer  tugclliei-;  mAI 
shall  dhow  to  your  Lordi.hrps  that,  in  evorj-  instanw  w'bew 
farment  and  the  check  weru  joined  in  one  perton,  Mr  Ilail- 
ingg  rccoived  a  sum  of  money.     And  then  ithaU  I  he  luktJ 
wbetlicr  Mr.  Ilnst!n»e  esinhlishcd  thin  govcrnrtimt  furl^ 
parpo60»?^hall  I  not  inimedintcty  h 
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that  any  man  could  have  acted  so, — it  is  impossible  that  any  ic  feu.  1700. 
man  could  have  been  so  inconsistent  with  common  sense  as  to 
do  all  this, — unless  he  had  done  it  for  purposes  of  corruption  ? 

I  shall  be  able  to  prove  what  I  have  quoted  of  Mr.  Ilast-  a  govem- 
ings'  opinion  upon  the  case  of  Deby  Sing,  that  his  govern-  c-oaiment 
mcnt,  whatever  merit  it  might  have  had,  had  at  least  this  JiStlKiiSiMi 
demerit, — that  it  was  a  government  where  the  greatest  enor-  '[Jj^***  '^*^ 
mities  might  be  concealed;  and  I  charge  Mr.  Hastings  with 
having    appointed   a  government   of    concealment   for   the 
purpose  of   concealing  his  own  corruption.     I    shall  show  No  saving  of 
your  Lordships  that  it  was  not  attended    even  with  that  eSSJuSby 
miserable  advantage  which  Mr.  Hastings  said  it  would  be  '*• 
attended  with ;  for  I  shall  show  that,  so  far  from  saving  ex- 
pense, it  was  a  prodigious  increase  of  expense — very  near  in 
the  ratio  of  three  to  two. 

My  Lords,  these  are  not  opinions  of  my  own  merely  ; 
these  are  not  opinions  upon  Avhich  any  man  can  doubt  who 
has  ever  looked  into  the  papers  I  shall  have  the  honour  to 
lay  before  you.  They  are  the  opinions  of  all  your  governors 
at  home  ;  they  are  the  opinions  of  all  your  governors 
abroad ;  and  I  shall  show  you  what  has  been  the  opinion  of 
high  authority  with  respect  to  this  plan  : — 

"  On  review!!^  the  conduct  of  our  revenue   department  for  some 

years  past 

at  more  than  double  of  what  they  had  been  in  the  year  \7(\i)y* 

Then  away  flies  that  miserable  pretence  of  its  being  a  saving 
plan,  if  I  should  show  to  your  Lordsliips  that  it  Avas  an  op- 
pressive plan :  even  that  pretence  of  saving  is  gone  and  fled : 
and  what  are  you  to  think  of  that  establishment,  now,  when 
it  increases  every  expense  of  the  wliole  country, — when  the 
expense  of  collecting  the  revenue  stands  at  double  what  it  comipt 
was  before,  under  the  old  government  ?  If  I  should  stnte  JStnmfsWng 
no  more  than  what  I  have  stated,  would  not  your  Lordships  i!»<;proviu- 

•      ..1  .         !•  !•  ^i^«,  n  *■     <*ialCoun- 

instantly  come  to  tins  conclusion, — tliat  it  was  tor  corrupt  cii«. 
purposes  that  the  provincial  Councils  were  established, — that 
it  was  for  corrui)t  purposes  that  these  tools  were  j)ut  into  the 
hands  of  Gunga  Govind  Sing,  and  that  Gunga  Govind  Sing 
was  invested  with  the  whole  management  of  the  revenues 
of  Bengal  ? 

Having   stated  so  much  to  your  Lordships  upon  these  Twmtmont 
subjects,  the  next  point  will  be  to  show  how  Gunga  Govind  mitt«j*of°" 

*  The  paper  referred  to  has  not  been  fonnd. 
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i.-.Frn.  !:•«..  Sinir  and  Mi*.  Ilsistin":^  iistnl  the  committee  itself.  And  I 
r.A.Muii%  »'»^v  coinc  to  stiiti'  exidicitly  to  yon  that  the  first  acts  of  that 
hA"'>f"  fnumittoe  ;-  -<«od  knows,  I  charge  not  the  committee,  fi'r 
<ii.n;.::n;o-  il^.y  State  them^olvcs  to  ho  tools  in  the  hands  of  Gunga 
i"v<,j.t'vn..  ^«»>vin<l  Sinjj:— hut  the  tirst  acts  of  Gunga  Govind  Sing 
r.i\..i!V..!n  jiiifl  ^[i-.  Hastings  were  these, —  to  let  the  province  of  Behar 
wiiMinihi'  to  a  ]>erson  of  the  name  of  Kelleram,  who  paid  Air.  Hastings 
riiVcri  w'ru-  in.OOO/. :  to  ii't  the  pn»vince  of  Rajeshaye  to  a  miscreant  of 
''^-  the  name  of  Xumhilul,  wlio  gave  to  Mr.  Hasting?  G,00i)/. ; 

to  let  the  ]>n>vinee  of  Dinagepore  to  a  person  of  the  name  of 
])i.'l)y  Sing,  from  whieh  province,  but  from  what  persoa  I 
cannot  sav,  Mr.  Hastiniis  tocik  40,000/.  I  shall  also  state 
to  your  Ij(»rdships  that  he  let  the  i)rovinee  of  Burdwau  to  a 
jK'rs»»u  nl'  the  unme  of  Nobkissin,  from  whom  he  afterwanU 
rci'clvcd  .'iO.OOO/.  1  shall  also  state  to  your  Lordships  tliat 
he  let  the  province  oi'  Nuddea,  under  the  administration  of 
this  committee,  to  the  itnja  himself,  from  whom  he  took 
ir>,()(iO/.  Tlu'.-e  are  the  acts  which  were  the  immediate  con- 
Mipicnecs  following  ui)on  this  committee ;  this  was  tlic 
consciiuence  of  this  new  change  in  the  administmtion  of  the 
revenue;  these  are  the  jmrposes  for  which  Gunga  Govina 
Sing  was  employed  I  Your  Lordshij)s  will  now,  1  hope,  »lo 
inc  the  iustice  to  sav  that  it  was  not  for  the  sake  of  waml- 
crinir  into  extraneous  matter  that  1  found  it  necessary  to 
st:itc  all  the  variations  which  have  been  practised  in  the  wJ- 
lection  of  the  revenue,  for  they  are  not  only  extremely  rck'- 
vant  to  aggravate  the  criminality  of  this  charge  and  to  show 
h(»w  this  eerrujition  was  carried  on,  but  they  are,  in  them- 
selves, direct  substantive  charges  before  your  Lordships. 
iiif.n.H.ii^  About  tlie  middle  of  the  year  1780,  there  was  a  person. 

ViVii'i.rn.'  of  the  name  of  Kelleram,  who  was  in  confinement  in  a  gaol 
near  Patna  for  a  balance  that  was  owing  to  the  Company. 
This  man,  1  shall  jirove  to  your  Lordships,  was  of  the  most 
notnrious  character  in  the  whole  eonntrv  of  liehar.  He  was 
a  jM'i'son  detested  by  his  own  family,  detested  by  every  one 
who  knew  him,  and  a  ]»ers<)n  that  had  suffered  the  greatest 
disgrace  which  could  befall  an  Hindu — he  had  lost  his  caste; 
and  1  cannot  state  his  character  in  stronger  wonls  than  a.* 
he  is  stated  in  one  of  the  papers  before  nic  by  one  of  W* 
relations, — *'  he  is  a  character  that  is  not  to  be  found  in 
Hindu  or  English  book:  his  wickedness  is  proverbial." 
T>ut,  however,  such  as  his  character  was,  he  was  actiuiUyin 
'nJr's  avfar  4*^^^1-  I  ''^liaH  show  that  Mr.  Hastings  was  not  ignorant  of 
\\o  *^^inrfic^nr*  qF  ♦lio*  n^""      ^"  th*"  vcar  ) ''^0,  a  letter  i* 


*f  his  rh' 
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received  by  the  provincial  Council  at  Patna,  desirin<?  that  i^i''^i79o. 
KcUeram  may  come  down  immediately  to  Calcutta.    Upon 
the  receipt  of  that  letter  there  is  a  division  in  the  provincial 
Council  with  respect  to  the  propriety  of  his  going  down,  and 
those  who  oppose  his  going  down  state,  it  is  impossible  that 
Mr.  Hastings  could  order  Kelleram  down  to  Calcutta  if  he 
knew  he  was  actually  in  confinement  for  a  balance.     But, 
however,  it  was  carried,  and  down  he  went.     The  Council 
had  made  an  annual  settlement,  at  the  rate  of  about  between 
32  and  33  lacs  a  year.    They  had  made  that  settlement  Avith 
the  inferior  renter  and  the  inferior  zamindar,     I  shall  show  '{.i»e  pro- 
your  Lordships  that  that  sum  of  32  lacs,  so  put  there,  was  ifeiSiHet  to 
equivalent  to  the  offer,  accepted  by  Mr.  Iljistiugs,  of  34  lacs  JJji^S'JJJUl 
from  this  Kelleram.    But,  when  Mr.  Hastings  gets  Kelleram  ^^"flronniim 
to  Calcutta,  all  at  once,  he  lets  the  whole  province  of  liehar  of  4o,oow. 
for  34  lacs,  and  secretly  and  privately  takes  from  him  a 
present  of  four  lacs  for  himself     To  have  done  this  under 
the  old  administration  was  impossible. 

Just  about  the  time  of  the  change, — and,  probably,  it  was 
one  of  the  great  reasons  that  led  him  to  make  that  change, — 
he  receives  this  40,000/.  from  Kelleram.  He  conceals  it  from  coucoai- 

,.  i«i  31*  j-i*  1  1*1  nicnt  of  uie 

all  mankmd ;  and  his  name  was  not  discovered,  nor  uul  Ave  present. 
know  till  Avc  came  to  examine  Mr.  Anderson  at  our  bar, 
from  whom  this  money  was  taken ; — so  secret  was  Mr.  Hast- 
ings in  it !     I  shall  [>rovc  that  Mr.  Hastings  knew  Kelleram 
to  be  a  person  of  the  most  infamous  character.     I  shall  prove  f,5j|„{i5,*^!' 
that  Mr.  Hastings  knew  that,  in  letting  it  to  Kelleram,  he  j^"i«"»<'f 
contradicted  every  one  of  his  own  principles,  for  he  was  no  own  pnn- 
uative  zamindar ;    he   contradicted  every   one   of  his  own  appoint- 
j)rinciples,  for  he  let  the  whole  country   to  him.     He  put  ™*'"^ 
him  into  the  kingdom  of  Behar,  as  it  were,  a  sort  of  middle 
man    between    the    government  and    the    zamindars,    and 
invested  him  Avith  an  authority  which  is   often   abused   in 
the  hands  of  good  men,  but  impossible  to  be  otherwise  by 
bad  men. 

The   first  act  Avas  to    appoint  Gunga    Govind    Sing   as^.^Jfigj^®* 
diwan  to  the  rcAenue  Council;  Avhich  was,  in  fact,  making  the  »ccom- 
the  Council  a  tool  in  his  hand.     The  next  act  of  his  ad  mi-  fctaicram. 
nistration  Avas  to   place  this  miscreant,  Kelleram,   a  check 
upon  himself,  in  the  character  of  diwan ;  aiicl,  in  the  character 
of  diwan,  he  Avas  to  check  and  do  aAvay  those  o[)pre.'=aions 
Avhich  he  himself  Avas  to  commit  in  the  character  of  farmer. 
Over   this   farmer — whom  Mr.   Hustings   has    stated  to   be 
under  the  necessity  of  being  rigid  and  even  cruel — over  this 
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w,  ii.n.  17VI.I.  eriu.'l  aiitl  li-rhl  laniiur  is  thut  vctv  thrnier,  in  aiiothor  niiims 
put,  to  clic'ck  tho>i'  i">ils  Ik*  liimsolt' wsij?  to  creale.  WlietluT 
that  U  i)0<sil)le  tn  be-  done  fri»in  good  motives,  or  whether 
tlic  «'ornipt"uni  and  ihe  pecuniary  receipt  waa  not  the  cau»e, 
1  shall  leave  y(»ur  Lordshijis  to  determine. 
A'.i'*iii>ii-  I  rrhall  pr<.)Vt;  at  your  Lordships*  bar  what  hnprcs^iou  this 

iH'Mi'.i.'.ii  '  made  upnn  the  minds  of  the  people, — how  astonished  they 
Miriit*'"?'*"^'  ^^  *'''*•  ^'^'i^  ^'i*-  llii-jtiu^s  shiiuld  rake  into  their  gaols  in  order 
Kciui-aiii.  Jo  select  a  ])erson  so  to  lord  it  over  them,  and  that  he  sluailrl 
withilraw  from  that  person  every  cheek  and  control.  It  wa* 
foreiblv  described  bv  one  (»f  the  witnesses  at  the  bar  of  tlic 
Ilou.-e  of  Connuun-;,  and,  no  doubt,  he  will  describe  it  to 
your  Lordships  as  he  did  to  us.  AVhen  he  was  asked  what 
imj>resMon  the  introduction  of  K  ell  cram  into  that  higli 
authority  ma<l(»  u])on  the  province,  he  said, —  "  they  dreaiied 
it  woi>o  thaji  a  Mahratta  invasion.'*  Such  was  the  iniprcs- 
h1«)U  that  this  act  did  produce,  which  Mr.  Hastings  tells  you 
was  fnr  till'  briielit  of  the  India  Company  I  AVas  it  for  the 
bencfii  of  the  India  Company  that  40,000/.  should  be  put 
into  till'  porki't  of  Mr.  Hastings?  Was  it  for  the  benefit  of 
th«'  Inilia  Ci»ui|»aiiy  that  persons  should  be  put  to  conunanil 
in  thfir  pnAin;*es  who  were  dreaded  worse  than  the  terrible 
and  destructive  invasion  of  a  Mahnilta  army? 
nr-|ii— M.*;!-*  l>nt.  I  sh.ill  show  vour  Lordshiiis  that  this  man,  so  put. 
Kill  r.u.i.  usi  (I  hispdwer  as  such  a  man  naturally  wonkl  nse  Ins  power; 
lh.;t  he  ra\  aged  and  de])opidated  the  whole  country  ;  that  he 
was  'i'nilty  of  cvt-ry  species  of  oppression  :  that  the  revenue 
fill  I'fl,  the  people  were  unhaj;py,  the  country  was  dego- 
lat«Ml,  and  that  all  was  misery  around  him.  Then  shall  I  he 
told, — **'  idl    tlii.'-    I    did    for    the   advantairc    of   the    India 

(i  r.«> 

.  onipany  f 

s..!iivi,  ni.-  Will  ,^,i  yo[n*  Li)rd>hins  conclude,  with  mc,  that  the 
n.i.^ii:  u'^.  jirovincial  l  ouncils  were  abolished,  that  (.Tunga  Uovnid  huig 
was  a[)])ointed,  for  the  sake  of  facilitating  these  receipts? 
Will  not  your  Ij<»rdship>>  ;i;j:ree  with  me  that  the  money  wju* 
the  motive  for  phving  Kelleram  there?  Will  not  your 
Lord>liijis  agree  with  me  that  it  is  the  greatest  and  gros.Hvst 
aggravation  th:;t  can  attend  any  crime  of  this  nature,  that 
ior  that  money  he  sold  a  jirovince,  and  for  that  money  given 
to  Air.  Hastings  your  people  were  plundered? 

Tin*  wi;iu's>s  ivArrc'l  to  was  Mr.  YouDjr,  nuMnber  of  tb;.*  provincial 
(.'oiuiL'il  ot*  JWIi.ir.  I'll'.'  l[lu'^tilln  wns  repfiued  to  him  at  the  trial,  but  objccietl 
ti)  by  Mr.  Iljistings' Coiuisel,  and  the  objection  supported  by  the  Court. — Sv 
"  Miu"*es  of  *'"   i-'-'dejioe." p.  ^'215. 
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Having  proved  these  facta  to  your  Lordiships^  and  having  mFKD.  1700. 
proved    lo  your  Lordbhips   that  Kellcrain   fell   into   great  i^s Taiio 
arrears  to  the  East  India  Company,  and  that,  so  far  from  Ken"rou?J 
[laying  the  revenue  he  contracted  for,  that  very  year  he  was  arrears. 
in  arrear  to  the  amount  of  70,000/.,  I  shall  show  that,  so  far 
from  [the  arrangement]  being  of  advantage  to  the  revenue, 
even  if  the  money  given  to  jMi\  Hastings  had  been  paid  to 
the  Company,  it  turned  out  to  be  a  great  loss ;  for  that,  that 
very  year  of  his  lease,  Kelleram  was  obliged  to  be  turned 
out,  at  a  loss  of  70,000/.  to  the  Company. 

Having  shown  your  Lordships  the  case  of  Kelleram,  in  casc  of 
all  its  extent  and  in  all  its  enormity,  I  shall  then  proceed  to  ^i"»««i»w« 
lay  before  you  another  ease  which  has  made  a  great  deal  of 
noise  in  the  world, — I  metm  the  case  of  Dinagepore.     The 
case  of  Dinagepore  must  be  presented  to  your  Lordships  in 
a  double  light.     A  sum  of  money  was  taken  from  the  pro-  A«uiiior 
vincc  ;  from  whom  it  was  taken  I  know  not :  that  it  was  rromTiw^*'" 
taken,  that  it  was   paid   to  Mr.  Hastings   through  Gunga''"'^*"*^^'- 
Govind   Sing,  I  shall  prove  by  the  most  incontrovertible 
evidence.     I  have  heard  it  said,  and  I  believe  I  have  seen  it 
in  print,  that  it  was  taken  as  a  peshcush,  or  a  fine  of  inves- 
titure, a.s  it  is  called,  for  the  succession  of  the  young  Itaja  of 
Dinagepore.     A  term  of  the  feudal  law  of  Europe  is  trans- ti»c  simi 
l)orte<l  into  Bengal,  for  the  purpose  of  finding  a  pretence  for  fJ.nXnt  of' 
this  sum  so  taken,     liut  this  I  know,  my  Lords,  that,  f^r  J.|j«jP<j2}j. 
whatever  cause  it  was  taken,  from  whomsoever  it  was  taken,  the  young 
the  only    story   that  has  been   toM  about  it   that    cannot    ^^^ 
be  true  is  that  one  ;  lor  1  shall  show  to  your  Lordships  that, 
over  and  above  that  sum  of  money,  there  was  a  regular 
pcshcuffh  taken  from  that  young  man,  that  it  was  regularly 
entered  in  the  accounts  of  the  Company,  regularly  carried  to 
the  credit  of  the  Company,  totally  independent  of  the  sum  I 
have  stilted;  so  that,  however  it  was  taken,  from  whomsoever 
it  was  taken,  the  only  account  ulven  of  it  by  anybody  pre- 
tending to  be  a  friend  to  Mr.  Hastings, — that  it  was  taken 
iid  SI  peshcush,  or  iine  of  investiture,  for  the  young  Kaja, — is 
the  only  account,  of  all  the  accounts,  that  cannot  by  any 
possiljility  be  true. 

This  must  not  only  be  represented  to  your  Lordships  as  a  Kvii  von^c^ 
sum  of  money  taken  from  a  province,  but  I  shall  show  to  mUing  Uic 
your  Lordships  the  dreadful  and  horrible  consequences  which  tiit"proSnM. 
followed  that  sum  so  taken.     I  shall   show   that  the  debt 
incurred  by  the  country,  in  consequence  of  that,  afforded  an 
excuse  for  letting  loose  the  greatest  miscreant  in  Bengal 
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iiiTri:.  i:.-i.  np,iii  it.  I  >h:ill  A\ct\\  tluit  the  ntlminietratJnn  of  tlie  com- 
f  rniiit  n.i-  inittoc  c»F  ri'voiiiic  wasciKTupt :  and  I  do  not  know  how  I  can 
.'!i'yh.M'Mm.'' hi'tttr  show  that  an  a(hninistration  of  a  rcvennc  has  bcrn 

»''JV f      ooiTupt  tlian  l»y  showing  that  it  was  applied  to  wicked  and 

nefarious  purposes.  I  shall  show  that  tlic  first  act  of  that 
eomniitlec  was  to  employ  that  perscm.  I  .shall  show  yon  the 
power  with  which  he  was  invested,  and  the  us^cs  of  that 
power :  and  that  all  this  flowed  from,  and  was  the  direct 
cH)nser|uenoc  of,  overturnincj  the  ])rovineial  Councils,  and 
the  direet  consccpience  of  that  bribe  which  was  taken  by 
^Ir.  Hastings  from  Dinagepore. 
Mr.  iiM-  I  luay  be  told  that  Mr.  Hastings  is  not  responsible  for 

sii'^w-  furiiH-  the  acts  of  that  committee  of  revenue  ;  that  ]VIr.  Hastings 
i\"i'm'.Vr'ihr.  i?*  not  responsible  for  the  acts  of  Deby  Sing.  1  am  not  prc- 
pr...\iiM-.'.  tending  to  make  Mr.  Hastings  responsible  for  the  aets  of 
Debv  Sin<r,  as  if  Mr.  Hastings  himself  had  literallv  and 
directly  e«»mniitted  those  acts.  lint  I  make  Mr.  Hastings 
responsible  for  the  misgovcrnment  of  the  province,  in  the 
ajjpointnient  of  Deby  Sing;  and  I  shall  give  an  account  <»f 
Deby  Sing  befi)re  your  Lordships,  in  evidence,  in  order  to 
A\us\  you  that  tlie  province  was  misgoverned  in  the  admini- 
stration of  Deby  Sing. 

If  I  was  to  state  that  ^Ir.  Hastings  had  improperly  dclegntetl 
the  authorit  V  that  was  vested  in  him  bv  the  laws  of  this  coiiu- 

ft*  ft 

try  ti)  a  ctmnnittee  of  revenue,!  should  say  that,  whenevcra 
man  takes  to  himself  a  legal  power  and  authority,  and  then 
tlivi'sts  himself  of  that  which  is  vested  in  him  by  law,  he  may 
lling  off  the  execution  of  his  office,  but,  by  no  twist,  shift  or 
e«»ntrivanee,  can  he  delegate  away  that  responsibility  which 
viMir  Lordships  have  imposed  upon  him.  He  need  n«»t  do 
the  act  j)er.-onally,  but,  if  he  does  not  do  the  act  himselF,  he 
nuidt  be  responsible  for  the  man  who  does  it,  because  your 
Tjordships  have  invested  him  with  a  responsibility  for  the 
i^ood  <x*>vernment  of  that  eountrv, — you  have  invested  him 
with  special  responsibility  for  the  administraticm  of  the 
revenue.  He  has  himself  declared  that  it  is  a  trust  which 
cannot  be  partially  delegated,  and  yet  he  has,  himself, 
diilegated  that  trust,  lint  I  have  not  to  encounter  that 
diiticulty,  or  to  press  your  Lordshij)s  with  that  argument  in 
Mr.  na>t.     this  ease,  for  T  shall  show  to  your  Lordships  that  jNIr.  Ha«- 

111  ITS  nwiri*  V  £ 

orniosii,.  tings  actually  knew  that  Deby  Sing  was  appointed  to  the 
of  ").¥v>-"''  government  of  these  territories.  I  shall  show  your  Lordships 
Kovrnusa^t  ^'**^*  ^'^'-  Hastings  actually  knew  that  every  control  and  check 
"!  "»*'»"■"■    was  withdraw"  ♦Vym  Deby  Sine      I  «l'all  show  vour  Lord- 
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:  Mr.  Ha8tin;:j8  actually  knew  of  all  the  pretences  ic  Feb.  1790. 
1  to  the  putting  Deby  Sing  into  the  government  of 
•itories.  And  if  I  should  do  that,  it  is  enough  for 
her  his  delegation  was  right  or  wrong :  if  he  knew 
at  it  was  wrong,  he  ought  to  have  checked  it. 
may  be  told, — "  Ah  !  but  he,  innocent  man,  livin<j  Awanof hw 
ta,  did  not  know  the  infamous,  nefarious,  character  character. 
Sing."  I  shall  show  your  Lordships  that  he  did 
t  Dcby  Sing  was  every  thing  that  I  shall  represent 
I  shall  show  you  that,  in  the  year  1774,  Mr.  Has- 
tried  and  convicted  Deby  Sing.  I  shall  show  that 
58  of  which  he  convicted  him  were  crimes,  of  all 
hich  ought  to  have  unfitted  him  for  that  great 
I  which  he  placed  him.  I  shall  show  that,  in  1774, 
convicted  and  condemned,  that  very  Deby  Sing  for 
68  of  extortion,  violence  and  oppression ;  and  yet, 
i  a  knowledge  of  the  man,  he  places  that  convicted 
kt  extortioner,  that  tyrant,  in  the  government  of  a 
I  mighty  province  I  In  the  famine  in  1777,  Deby 
I  the  great  instrument  of  mischief;  Deby  Sing 
xi  all  the  evils  which  the  wrath  of  God  had  inflicted 
t  unfortunate  country.  That  famine,  in  which  near 
)f  the  inhabitants  of  Bengal  perished,  was  doubly 
jd  by  the  raj)acity  of  Deby  Sing.  Mr.  Hastings, 
ied  and  convicted  him  of  the  crimes  I  have  men- 
der all  that,  j)lace8  him  in  the  government  of  a 
rovincc.  Shall  I  then  be  told  that  Mr.  Hastings 
ponsible  for  the  acts  of  that  man  whom  he  places, 
him  to  be  infamous,  in  a  situation  of  great  power 
Drity,  and  from  whom  he  withdraws  all  those  checks 
rols  which  are,  in  the  best  governments,  necessarily 

I  the  best  of  men?  I  shall  prove  Mr.  Hastings 
bought  and  said — "  I  so  well  know  the  character 
iy  of  that  man  who  was  put  into  that  situation,  that 

him  cjipablc  of  committing  every  enormity  laid  to 
je,  and  I  believe  him  not  only  capable  of  doing 
.  believe  he  has  the  ability  to  conceal  it."  Yet, 
tings  puts  that  person  in  tliat  high  situation ;  and 

II  I  be  told  that  it  was  for  any  other  but  wicked 
ipt  purposes  that  Mr.  Hastings  abolished  that  good 
jnt,  with  all  those  necessary  checks,  and  established 
:  and  inefficient  government,  for  all  the  mischiefs 
ided  it  ? 
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i;ii».  i:'.«".      i  )nf  t»f  llu'  lir.-l  arts  (if  tlio  coiiiiuitK'C  of  rcvcuuo  Wii^  to 

1...  ris...i    Infiinii  ilii"  lutiiiit /.juniiRlar  uf  Diiia^oporc  that  they  meant 

•-v\.'Vm!.  r..  toliMM'an  inou'iiro  Icvietl  \\\\km\  his  territory.     They  mforme<l 

I.  isitM...      ],;,„  ii,.^^   ji^.y  ^verc  determined  tt)  iiiiikc  an  increase  of  one  lac 

'in    hi-  tril)Uii'|,  and  a  diniinntion  of  50,000  rnpee:>  in  the 

aili>wa:ic'e  that  wa-*  made  tu  him.      Tlii-i  infant  dicl  not  iiuiiic- 

tliatelv  complv  with  tlieir  terin^.    Tiie  nextdav  the  commit ttc 

iiH't.  Ill-  servant    is   loKl  that,    in-tead  of   the  one   iac  that 

wa-  dtimandeil  i)f  him,  he  must  pay  two.     He  tells  the  Coui- 

K.. 11.11.        mitlee, — *'  I  will  |iay  two,  if  you  insist  npon  it ;   1  willsiguan 

du'iiaV.'      iin'reasi*  cif  anythiii'^,  but  I  tell  yon  tlie  country  cannot  atlorJ 

it  :    1  tell   v'ou  it    is   imimVihle   to  make  it  sjood  out  of  the 

ccMiMtrN.       I    ti.'ll   vou  that  the  count ry  is  so  mined  and  ex- 

liaustiil  that  it  can  atlord  no  increase  whatever.      Iluwevor, 

a-  von  insist  upon  it,  havi.'  it  von  must  :    hut  vou  nnwt  take 

it  with  mv  iiifornKititMi  tliat  the  conntrv  cannot  i)av  it.'' 

'!'•  iJi'  Wh  ii  (loo  ihe  (Minimittee  of  ivvenue  ?      That  very  u;iy 

.1.1  Tui.!      tliev  a(H'ri»i  the  in'op  jsal  of  J)el)v  SiuLT,  and  turn  this  unlbr- 

j;"V.!i;       tiinaii'  yoiiMi;*  man  out   of  his  territory,  merely  l.iecini.^c  lie 

had  t'l  1  tijcni  thai  the  eountrv  could  not  ailord  to  pa  v  what 

thcv  iKinan.letl  ;    and   th(.v   let    that  conntrv  to   Dehv  Smg 

tliat  v«.rv  dav.      \Vhat  inforuritiun  lia<l  thev  that  the  cotrtitry 

(MiiM  air»rd  to  pay  it."     The  only  information  that  lay  u|khi 

thfir  t:il)l;'  wa--  tlii-,, — a  letter  from  their  chief  there,  Mr,  ilax- 

well,  infnrjjiiiiL^  (he   eoinmitiee  that  the  eountrv  had  not  vct 

recovered  !ro:n  the  mischief  and  the  miseries  of  the  fainiiie 

in  1777.      With  Mndi  iiit'ormation  before  them,  they  exact  an 

increa-e  oi  -i>J)()0/.      Knowinu"  that  all  the  mi^!chiefs  of  that 

famine  were  r.Li'.rrmated  by  this  miscreant,  Deby  Sing,  they 

.(fnd  lliis  inisereant  back  to  that  country,  in  order  to  complete 

I  he  miseliief  and  rnin  he  had  ]>e,irnn  in  1777.     Did  Mr.  Ilait- 

in^s  know  tliat  (Conduct?     1  shall  show  that  all  the  pri:»cee(l- 

iii'jCJ  of  the  committee  Avere   i\'irnlai*lv  transmitted  to  him; 

that  he  knew  of  lh:il  a])]>ointnient  ef  Debv  Sinij.       Thou  the 

i\aja  wa<  in  balanevs  to  the  Company:  most  uiKiuestioimbiJ 


i  \y  (■■•i!i- 
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he  owed  to  the  ixoverninent    the  sum  of  n,'iOO/.     So,  upon 
iu'etcnee  of  his  savin;.:   that  his  country  could  not  pay  the 
incri'Msc,  and  u[)oii  pretence  of  this  debt  of  6,300/.,  thcyotmg 
infant  is  tiu'ned  out  of  his  territory,  and  this  villain  Debv 
Sin<^  is  placed  in  the  j>c)s<e:rsion  of  it- 
iiivit.-iii  r.(.       Why  did  that    debt  accrue?      I  will  tell  your  Lordships 
UH^witi'i'-      whv:  —  beeans(;  ?dr.  Hastinfrs  and  Gnncfa  Govind  Sing  were 
I  i:.«.i  ..      jj^  ^jj^,  private  neeipts  of  sums  of  money  out  of  that  countrVr 

ii>u»nnt'niijr,  in  'he  V'holCj  t(J    ^'pir    Jacs  '>f 


(Irawal  <>r 
Ihivi-  sini|. 
''nun  tin 

.  f 'in*  I'"' 


rui)C'^"=,  »»'hi'*h  they 
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cvicd  uiK)!!  that  country  privately.     Do  your  Lordships  i6  fkb.  1790. 
ler  that,  when  40,000/.  is  plundered  from  a  country  by  Mr.Tiast. 
[lostinge,  the  Raja  should  run  6,000/.  in  debt  to  the"^*^- 
[Kiny  ?     Ought  not  Mr.  Hastings  to  have  stood  forward 

that   occasion,  and  told  the  committee  of  revenue,— 
is  true  thi.s  miserable  infant  is  in  debt  to  the  Company 
urn  of  6,000/. ;   but  you  forget  that,  over  and  above  his 
lue,  I  liave  in  my  pocket  40,000/.,  which  I  have  received 
that  country.       It  is  true  he  has  piid,  not  only  his 
lue,  but  a  great  deal  more  than  his  revenue.      It  is  not 
for  a  peshcuah,  because  you  yourselves  know  you  credit 
ihcush  in  account.      The  pcshcush  is  settled  and  fixed ; 
anot  be  that  sum  of  money.      It  is  a  payment  that  is 
5  to  me,  upon  whatever  account  it  is  made  or  however 
nadc.     For  God's  sake,  do  not  tear  the  estate  from  that 
rtunate  young  man  for  the  trifling  debt  of  6,000/. ;  do  not 
;o  the  convicted  felons  of  Calcutta  in  order  to  put  a 
>n  in  his  estate  ;  for  the  Company  is  overpaid  :  it  is  in 
K>cket — it  is  in  the  hands  of  Gunga  Govind  Sing." 
'hat  does  Mr.  Hastings  do  ?     He  conceals  all  tliis  trans-  Cuuc^ai- 
n.      He  lets  no  person  know,  nor  did  anybody  know  JSuJli  5!o-*  ° 
786,  that   this  money  was  received  from  Dinageporc ;  Jj jy  ^^f. 
in  that  ycjir  we  find  that,  when  Mr.  Hastings  allowed  »"»»• 
committee  to  make  a  i)retence  of  this  trifling  debt  of 
07,  for  diJ^posse^5!^ing  a  minor  of  his  inheritance   and  put- 

a  vagabond  in  charge  of  his  estate,  he  from  that 
lent  carefully  concealed  from  all  mankind  that  40.000/. 
paid  to  himdclf 

^at  is  the  next  act  of  Mr.  Hastinji:s  ?  He  appoints  Apiwint- 
y  Sing  to  be  diwan  of  the  province  of  Dinagepore,  and  Deii.v  sin;; 
s  him  a  considerable  salary  for  executing  that  office :  ^  *^^^*"- 
if  he  had  well  executed  it  I  confess  he  well  deserved  the 
■y,  for  much  would  the  diwan  have  to  do.  But  I  doubt 
h  whether  Deby  Sing,  who  had  ravaged  a  country,  who 
taken  away  to  the  amount  of  400,000  niaunds  of  corn 
I  one  country,  was  a  i)ro[)cr  person  to  put  as  a  check 
1  anybody;  sure  I  am  he  was  the  most  unfit  of  all 
ons  to  be  a  check  upon  himself.  But  this  very  Deby 
;  is  the  person  whom  Mr.  Hastings  himself  places  as 
.n  of  the  province  of  Dinagepore.  Are  you  to  wonder 
the  province  was  plundered  and  oppressed  ?  Are  you 
ouder  that  all  good  government  was  at  an  end  ?  Arc 
to  wonder  that  the  whole  country  went  to  wreck  and 
?      No,  it  is  impossible  that  it  could  have  been  other- 
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.i  ii  II.  ir.'o.  \visi\       10  very  >\^\)  tliiit   was  taken  by  Mr.  Hastings  was  in 

onicr  to    iv-fliibli>!i   l)a«l  froveruincnt  in   that  country;   jmJ 

upon  tlie  wicke^k'.st,  lalscst  and  must  frivolous,  pretence  uf  a 

triflini^  debt  due   from  this  llaja,  this  man,  whom  Mr.  Ha^^t- 

iui^s  knt'w  to  be  the  person  that  I  have  described  hiui  to  be, 

is  j)lace(l  in  charge  of  the  collection  of  that  country. 

i».  ii>  Sin-         I  shouhl  state  that  he  not  only  was  put  in  charge  uf  tlic 

"k-!lar"ian  iM  ollcctious  of  that  rcveuue,  but  that,  sometime  afterward?, 

iii.  iinjri.      ^jj.jj  ^,^^.^,  person,  so  known,  so  described,  is  put  into  another 

cliarue.      This  voung  zamindar  is  found  to  be  a  little  more 

in  debt  to  his  private  creditors;  and  the  government,  kindly 

uudertakiug  the  office  of  his  guardian,  set  themselves  about 

to  fiud  out  a  proper  person  who  would  arrange  and  manage 

his  alfairs  and  j)ay   his  private  debts.     Who  is  the  person 

whom  they  select?     Deby  Sing  is  the  person.     So  that  he 

is  invented  with  every  species  of  authority  which  that  country 

knows — farmer,  diwan,  giuirdian  to  the   young  zamindar: 

all  these  authorities  vested  in  him! 

i>iii>  —f  Mr.       I  know  extremely  well  that  this  last  act  was  not  specially 

frmlpn-^''  aud  particularly  the  act  of  Mr.  Hastings.      I   know  he  was 

vrnt.'-i  tiio    m^^  .,t  Calcutta  when  it  was  done.    I>ut  it  was  !Mr.  Hnstins.'s' 

iiitnt.  duly  to  have  (old  his  colleague,  whom  he  kept   in  office: 

al)ove  all,  to  have  told  that  committee  of  tools,  and,  above 

all,  to  have  told  his  bribe-broker,  Gunga  Govind  Sing, — *'I 

know  this  young  man  is  in  debt  to  the  amount  of  2O,O00i; 

I  have  40,000/.  of  his  in  my  pocket;    for  God's  sake,  take 

care  of  him." 

He  and  his  connnittcc  put  the  greatest  tyrant  that  could 
be  picked  out  in  Bengal  into  all  these  offices.  Need  I 
tell  your  Lordships  that  everything  that  was  to  be  dreaded 
fnmi  that  followed?  The  first  act  of  Deby  Sing  was  to 
establish  a  great  increase  all  over  the  country  :  n  great 
increase  had  been  established  by  the  guardian  of  the  young 
Kaja  during  the  year  he  had  it ;  it  was  cst<iblishcd  to  pay 
the  10,000/.  to  ^Ir.  Hastings:  and  Deby  Sing,  instea«i  w 
collo(^ting  fourteen  lacs,  collected  sixteen  lacs  from  the  country; 
and  he  not  only  got  this  given  to  him  from  the  countrj',  but 
more,  to  the  amount  of  300,000/,  ;  which  nil  ended  in 
universal  rebellion  and  confusion. 

1  cannot  state  the  severities  committed  in  that  country  w 

stronger  terms  than  Mr.  Hastings  himself  has  transmitted  to 

this  country. 

aj^KHinii  In  1782  there  broke  out  an  imiversal   rebellion  all  over 

lly  iV-liy''     the  country.    Deby  Sing  fell  into  monstrous  arrears  io  tie 
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Company,  and  was  turned  out  of  his  province.      In   the  le  Feb.  1790. 
year  1783,  Gunga  Govind  Sing  and  Mr.  Hastings  sent  up  a  sinaw- 
person,  of  the  name  of  M*DowjJ,  to  see  what  was  the  actual  ^'*^"i'<^- 
state  of  that  country.     He  reports  to  that  ox)mmittee  :  and 
Mr.  Hastings,  uncontradicted,  sends  over  those  accounts  to 
this  country  as  containing  a  true  and  actual  state  of  Dinage- 
pore.     He  says, — 

**  The  stat^  to  which  I  found  the  country  was  rechiced  by  the  severities  Account  of 
which  had  been  exercised  for  the  last  two  years  gave  me  the  p^reate^st  J.^Jntry**** 

concern 

many  villages  being  left  without  a  single  inhabitant."  * 

Such  arc  the  accounts  of  that  country  after  the  fostering 
and  protecting  hand  of  Mr.  Hastings  had  taken  care  of  it. 
The  country  is  desolated,  ruined  and  destroyed  ;  whole 
villages  empty ;  every  thing  in  desolation,  confusion  and 
ruin.  And  yet  Mr.  Hastings  tells  you, — "  I  appointed  this 
committee  for  the  benefit  of  the  Company.  1  appointed 
Deby  Sing  for  the  benefit  of  the  Company.  I  took  this 
money  for  the  benefit  of  the  Company."  Was  it  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Company  that  he  appointed  this  committee? — 
was  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  Company  that  he  appointed 
Deby  Sing? — was  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  Company  that  he 
took  this  money  ? — was  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  Company 
that  whole  provinces  should  present  nothing  to  the  eye  but 
an  universal  scene  of  havoc  ?  Yet  such  is  the  good  govern- 
ment of  Mr.  Hastings ;  and  such  is  that  country  which,  in 
other  places  we  arc  told,  was  safe,  happy  and  prosperous, 
under  his  government ! 

These  are  not  the  only  accounts  that  were  sent  down  by  ^J*^^'^^'* 
Mr.  M'Dowal.     I  state  them  because  they  are  the  luicon- jwiopuni  by 
tradicted  accounts  of  Mr.   Hastings  himself;  for  these  ac-  hija."*^^' 
oonnts,  so  received  by  Mr.  Hastings,  he  transmits  over  to 
this  country  as  containing   the  true  situation  and  state  of 
the  country.     But  that  is  not  all,  for  he  proceeds  to  act  upon 
these  accounts.     He  and  his  committee  take  these  accounts  ;  Thoprovince 
they  proceed  to  act  upon  them ;  and,  m  the  year  1783,  they  .*^''J'\»** 
■gain  let  the  country  to  the  young  llaja  at  a  conaidemble  rent." 
reduction  in  its  revenue,  which  reduction  they  state   to  be 
absolutely    necessary   in  consequence    of  its   impoverished 
State.     I  am  obliged  to  go   into  all  these  matters,  because 
Mr.  Hastings  has  attempted  to  state  in  his  answer  that  those 
sums  of  money  he  took  were  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 


*  No  copy  of  this  paper  has  been  found. 
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K.  rrn.  i7'.»»i.  Iv.ist  Tniliii  Coinpaiiy.     I  shuU  show  your  Lionlslnps  that,  ««> 

1.  .^iTvni.  Till'  wa>  it  fnMii  ln'ini]^  for  tlic  benefit  of  the  Ivist  India  Com- 

i"%!|.':iM.vi.i  ]':n\v,    i»  nc»  ]>I;iCA'  where  he  tnok  ji   sum  of  money  fix)!!!  a 

u'li'.'i-.Mi-.  pi''>^  »'!*''*»  ^v:i5  it  not  jittended  with  a  direct  Kxss  to  them,  an«l 

n:l^li!llr^  ;;,,  nuicli  !-(»  in  tlii<  ea>c  that,  in  the  voar   17^3.  thev  won^ 

iMi.ttiui:'  obhiirea  to  N't  this  very  huid  to  the  zannndar  at  a  jania  lower 

vi'i'i.I-!"  than  h-'  tu-his  tathi-r  liad  ever  hehl  it  for  before. 

y\r  iijim-  I    iini-l    o]M)n  this    oee-tision    remark  that  the   coinmittcc 

•.•ImVm  ll'is  ii^ixin  ri»vert  to  tlio  old  ])rineiple  established  l»y  Mr.  Hastings, 

.' hi' 'iu iii .  *'^'ir»  i"  cNory  iiistanee  wliere  there  has  hc'en  a  necessity  fur 

'"."',"- ^'•.  dtpriviii:!"  a /umindar  of  hi-5  land,  no  other  person  that  .«ur- 

iiini'l:ir> ..«  I  • '    ^  ^  I 

»i=.:i  imis.  ececlcd  tti  it  has  made  it  t?o  i\dvanta»^eoiig  t«»  the  Comjwny. 
'Hiat  was  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Hastings.  I  never  linJ  him 
deviate  from  it  hut  where  I  find  a  sum  of  money.  IIo  <lc- 
viaicd  tVom   it   in   the  instanees   of   Kelleram  and  of  Dchv 

• 

Sin^,  and  he  took  a  sum  of  money  from  the  province  in 
lH»lh.  Tlien  I  have  a  ri«^ht  to  say  that,  if  I  liud  hun  c«»n- 
.'-tantlv  drviaiinn;  from  his  rule,  hut  never  deviatinj:  from  it 
withoiii  the  fh'viation  hein^  acoomjianied  with  a  .sum  of 
moiiev.  that  sum  of  money  was  the  cause  (»f  that  deviation. 
It  was  not  an  i«j^noraut  deviation:  ho  knew  the  con:'e- 
(juenee  of  it. 

Soon  after  this,  Mr.  Pateivon  was  sent  up  to  inquire  into 
i.Mw  ivini .  ^\^^^  c;iin:jti(iii  o!"  this  eountrv.     He  state:^  every  species  of 

I  III"  .si  Ml  I-  III  ^         «  ^  ^  ^  •  I  , 

iihioMiit-...  rnu'lty  to  have  been  exeivised  that  it  i;'  possible  to  excTCi?e 
uptni  man.  1  have  been  told  that  it  is  ni»t  proved  that  tlioj^e 
erui'liicv-^  existivl.  I  state  that  it  is  proved  that  every  one  of 
the^e  enii'!ti(\<  existetl :  at  least,  if  every  one  did  not  exkf. 
that  hv  much  the  greatest  part  of  them  existed.  Mr.  II:i:'t- 
iuii^s  did  not  choose  to  f(ivc  implicit  credit  to  the  report  ot 
iV  iniiisli.iu  i^I'*-  Pater-ou,  and  a  second  commission  was  sent  up,  who 
I- iiiiniiv.  rej);irl.  :dmo«^t  in  the  same  terms,  the  actual  execution  of 
thoyc  erueltios. 

I    >hall   h:ive  oceasitm  to  state,  by  and   by,  upon  what  a 

quibhh*  and  ]»retence  it  is  that  they  say  that  those  cruclticj? 

were  not  exercised.     They  were  not  personally  exercisLHl— 

\r.sv..it.i     iiiiuiv  of  them — by  Deby  8in<r,  to  be  sure:    the  m*eat  ^ 

ih.-cni.iii. s  vciiior  1)1   a  country  does  not  upon  all  occasions  connefcena 

JKTi.Vn':',i...!  to  exerei^e  the  part  of  a  hangman  :  .but  they  were  exercii?cJ 

sTn.'!'*^       by  his  minions.     That  second  commission  ushers  in  its  report 

in  iliis  way, — 

"To  onal»l«'  llic  hoard  to  form never  were  usetl  ir 

•nforcin^  the  jmynu'iit  <ii'  the  revcmir  l)eforr  the  year  1188."* 
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That  year,  1188,  is  the  year  of  Dcby  Sing's  lease.     I  care  i«feb^i7oo. 
not  who  exercised   those  cruelties.     1  care  not  whether  it  Mr.  Ha.««t- 
was  Deby  Sing  or  any  of  the  miscreants  that  attended  Deby  i"biI/forTi?ft 
Sing.    It  was  done  under  the  government  of  Mr.  Hastings,  of'iSIlS^* 
nnd  I  charge  Mr.  Hastings  with  the  misgovernment  of  that  ^inoo. 
country.     They  proceed,  in  another  part,  to  state  that  in  this 
province  of  Dinagepore  everyone  of  those   cruelties  were  charp©  of 
exercised.     I  know  what  the  commissioners  say.     They  say  !)j,n5'i"n. 
that  the  la>t  charge  of  flogging  children  to  extort  payment 
from  their  parents  is  not  proved.     But  how  do  they  say  it? 
They  say, — *'  If,  as  we  conceive,  by  children  is  meant  those 
of  nine  or  ten  years  old,  then  we  find  the  charge  not  proved; 
but  if  it  is  meant  by  the  charge  that  children  are  boys  of 
fourteen,  then  the  charge  is  proved."* 

Good  God  I  my  Iiords,  can  you  sit  with  patience  to  hear 
a  set  of  men  discuss  about  the  age  of  puberty,  and  doubt 
whether  the  cliarge  is  proved,  because  it  happens  that  one 
of  the  unfortunate  victims  of  tliat  charge  has,  perhaps,  passed 
the  age  of  fourteen  ?  My  Lords,  these  are  not  my  words  ; 
they  are  the  words  of  the  commissioners,  witliout  the 
least  amplification.  They  arc  the  words  of  these  commis- 
■ioners,  whose  opinions  have  been  bruited  about  tlie  world  as 
stating  that  not  one  of  the  offences  charged  to  have  been 
committed  by  Doby  Sing  has  been  pi*ovcd. 

If  it  is  true,  as  the  commissioners  state,  that  these  are 
the  usual  and  oitlinary  modes  of  collecting  your  revenue  in 
Bengal,  dreadful  would  be  our*  situation.  If  these  arc  the 
modes  of  collecting  a  revenue  in  Henjual,  much  would  it  call 
for  your  Lordships,  in  another  capacity,  to  exercise  your 
authority.  I  am  happy  to  say,  I  do  not  believe  that  these 
are  the  usual  modes  of  collecting  youi*  revenue.  I  have  it 
from  the  authority  of  all  those  who  are  concerned  in  the 
Supreme  Council,  that  these  are  not  the  usual  modes.  But 
if  these  are  not  the  usual  modes,  what  must  you  think  of  the 
oommissioners  who  can  boldly  state  a  falsehood,  reflecting 
upon  the  character  of  your  country,  to  the  very  Supreme 
Board  at  Calcutta,  in  order  to  justify  such  a  miscreant  as 
Deby  Sing — in  order  to  take  a  little  from  his  offence  and  to 
load  the  country  with  much?  Every  one  of  these  cruel  ?i}lJ^JJi\*<»ji 
oppressions  was  introduced  in  the  year  1183 — correspond- fijj^^wio 
ing  with  our  years  1781,  1782 — inuler  the  government  of  rai«Mnnoney. 
that  jK?r?on.  These  cruelties  could  not  have  existed  under 
gmother  system  of  government.     Mr.  Hastings  had  oppressed 
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M i'i:u.iT'.M>.  (lie  ooiintrv  in  order  to  ruL^c  40,000/.  out  of  it:  that 
(»]»l)ros.sij)n  is  inade  the  pretence  of  puttin*^  Deby  Sintr  there. 
Dehy  Sinjjf  couhl  not  j>av  without  oppressing  the  country, 
aiul,  lor  fi'ur  he  shouhl  not  have  ability  to  oppress  the  countrr, 
every  clieik  and  control  U  withdrawn  from  him. 

It  is  .<aid  that  these  nre  only  the  opinions  of  the  conimi?- 
sli>ners.      1  shall  ])rove  these  facts  to  your  Lordships  by  the 
xK.nJ**'"     inoontrovcrtilde  t)pini<ui  of  Lord  CornwalHs,  when  he  tried 
\'''ly\Tul!u  ■  tliJit  can^e,— l\»r  Mr.  llastln«^3  left  that  cause  to  Ljrd  Corn- 
praii-iMi.     wallis  to  trv,  as  a  lej^aey.     lie  tried  that  cause,  and  con- 
victed th(*  persons  <onct:rned of  having  committed  every  one 
of  those  rrui'lties  I  have  stated,     lie  states  the  unfortunate 
^iiuatidu  of  that  country,  in  the  beginning  of  his  jndj^ient 
upon  that  subject.     *' I  know/' says  he,   "that  that  counin- 
w:js  much  over  valued  in  the  Bengal  year  11  MS.     1  a>crlbe 
th.it  to  two  e;ni.<es, — first, to  the  i<»norance  of  the  committee, 
and   nt'xt,  to  thr  oppression  and  wickedness  of  Deby  Singf 
l*»   the  ii^noraneu  of  that  perfect    system  of   governiuent 
which  Mr.  Ilastintrs  tells  you  he  had  established.     And  Mr. 
Shore,  who  was  one  of  that  committee,  in  giving  his  jiulg- 
nuMit  u[kin  that  case  of  Deby  Sing,  says, — "  It  is  true,  the 
country  was  over  valued  :  it  is  true   that   Deby  Sing  put 
an  an\azing  increase  upon    the  revenue  (»f  that  countrj"— 
ihnt   he  demanded  more,  infinitelv.   than    all   that   countrv 
Mr.  iinst-     coidil    l>ay/'     Ibit    what    could    Deby    Sing    know  abimt 
lihiyrMr''''    ninagcpon.  ^     He  must  have  been  ignorant  of  its  situatinn, 
oMuhiw'.'' ^  and  miirht    have  demanded- a  large  increase,  thinking  they 
could  pay  it.     Why  then  did  Mr,  Hastings  eend  a  man  to  s 
countrv  who  knew  nothiuD:  about  it,  and  whv  not   send  a 
m:in  to  prevent  him  from  connnitting  all  these  excesses? 
AMiuiinit.r       I    am  t^dd,  and   hav%.'   been  told   sometimes   out  of  (IwK 
L-racurn-'''  triumphantly,  that  Lord  Cornwallis  acquits  Deby  Sing  of 
\v:iiii>.  the  actual  conunission  (»f  a  great  many  of  these  cruelties. 

I  know   he  does;  he  acquits  him  in  the  same  manner  as  I 
now  ae(|nit  ^Mr.  Hastings,  of  the  actual  commission  of  thow 
tih'/tu.i-     cruelties,  but    he  charges   the  actual  commission  upon  hi* 
•  u  iiisii.--*    deputy.     It  is  C(iually  indifferent  to  me  whether  they  were 
'""^"  connnitted  by  the  one  or   the  other;  they  were  committed 

under  the  government  of  Mr.  Hastings,  and  Mr.  Hastings  is 
responsihie  for  the  good  government  of  that  countrv.  Iti^ 
not  with  the  conunission  of  the  cruelties  that  I  cha'r^'e  him- 
but  with  having  governed  that  country  so  that  such  cniel 
ties  could  be  committed  under  his  government.     I  chargf 
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him  with  hnviiig  opprei»secI,  phmdcred  and  ruined,  the  coun-  i6  feu.  1700. 
try  of  Bengal,  for  the  sake  of  and  througli  the  mcdimn  of  that  ' 

corruption  he  luia  taken. 

Good  God !  if  we  are  to  cjirry  the  evidence  of  responsi-  Qu<*=>t»(.n  of 
bility  in  the  way  stated^  where  are  your  Lordships  to  look  ingf'.risiin- 
for  responsibility  in  the  government  of  Bengal  ?     Mr.  Hast-  '*^^'''**^- 
ings  comes  to  your  Lortls*hip8'  bar  and  says, — "  I  am  not 
responsible  for  those  acts,  I  delegated  my  power  to  the  com- 
mittee."    The  committee  come  to  your  bar  and  say, — "  We 
are  not  responsible  for  those  acts,  we  delegated  our  power  to 
Deby  Sing."     Then  comes  Deby  Sing  to  your  Lordships' 
bar,  and  tells  you, — '*  I  am  not  responsible  for  those  acts; 
my  deputy  is  responsible,  who  is  the  person  that  did  it" 
And  your  Lordships  are  sent  to  seek  the  responsibility  of 
British  government  in  Asia  from  the  lowest  miscreant  to  be 
found  in  the  province  of  Dinagepore. 

Such  would  be  the  effect  of  that  doctrine  of  responsibility, 
put  in  the  way  in  which  they  put  it  Let  him  delegate,  as 
he  plea.ses,  through  a  hundred  hands  all  the  power  he  had, 
he  cannot  delegate  that  responsii)ility.  I  charge  him  with 
having  phvced  the  government  of  that  country  in  hands  that 
oould  not  be  good,  and  I  charge  him  with  having  taken  a 
present  of  40,000/.  from  tliat  country. 

I  have  shown  to  your  Lordships  that  Kclleram  was  no 
zamindar,  but  a  farmer.  T  have  shown  your  Lordships  that 
every  check  upon  him  was  withdrawn.  I  have  shown  to 
your  Lordships  that  Deby  Sing  was  exactly  in  the  same 
situation  ;  and,  having  shown  to  your  Lordshii)3  that  both 
these  countries  were  oppressed,  raviiged  and  ruined, — 
having  shown  that  from  both  these  countries,  so  oppressed, 
ravaged  and  ruined,  a  sum  of  money  was  privately  taken  by 
Mr.  Hastings  and  concealed  by  Mr.  Hastings, — 1  have  now 
to  come  to  another  case,  that  of  Ilajeshaye. 

Your  Lordships  will  find  that  Mr.  Hastings  is  charged  j^Jfj^Jp  ^' 
irith  having  taken   a  sum  of  about  6,000Z.  from  a  person  Mr.  iiaii- 
of  the  name  of  Nundulul.   Mr.  Hivstings  knew  Nundulul  to  i';,*;!;:;':^''' 
be  a  person  of  as  infamous  character  as  either  of  the  two  j^„J,j\j7^{)^ 
persons  I  have  mentioned  to   your  Lordphips.     Nundulul,  ruarnctcr  of 
I  will  i»rove,  was  concerned  in  the  corru[>t  transactions  in  ^'""^^"i"*- 
which   Mr.  Hastings*  banya  was  concerned,  in    the   year 
1773.     In  the  year  1773,  there  was  a  charge  made  by  the  chaise  by 
Rani  of  Rajeshaye  of  sums  of  money  tiiken  by  the  banyas  i}5?j  "S^o ' 
of  Mr.  Hastings,  of  Mr.  Middleton   and  of  Mr.  Grahjim.  ''^^^''' 
That  charge  was  completely  and  perfectly  proved,  to  the  banyw  of 

VOL.  II.  Q 


242  Opcnhnj  of  the  Sirth  Charge — Presents: 

i«jivii.i:>'.  s.'ilisfhction  of  all  mankind.      The  persons   who  paid  the 

iikin*.'N^im!i  money  o:nni'  and  pwore   po:»itively  that  they  paid  such  and 

r.rii,..i,.>.     ^^^^.|^  sums  of  money  to  the  banyas  of  tliesc  three  gentlemen. 

The  «[uc'.-tii>n  that  was  pnl  at  the  Board  was  this, — ''Isit 

iiroved  that  sm.-h  a  sum  of  money  was  taken  T'     Every  one 
I  •  ■     _ 

t)f  the    (uuueil,  (»xcept    Mr.   Hastings,    says    it   is   pnnm 

Tiiey   eouhl  not  .-ay  otherwise,  for  three    men    upon  their 

oath-*  <\vove   positively  that  it  was  jmid  to  them:  and  then 

eomes   Mr.  llarJtiugs  and  says, — "  I  do  not  think  the  ehar<je 

Nii.i.iii'.ni     proved.'"     Xumhdul  was  eoncerned  in   this  charge;  Xim«l- 

■I'.'V.i':"."'     ulul    has   been    eoncrned    in    concealing    that    charge,— in 

•'^  "'■         preventing:  its  eoming  forward  to  the   Council.       In  cou- 

serpienee   of  that   he,  was  dismissed  by  the  majority.     Mr. 

1  last inLr?»  ehoosos  to  adopt  that  charge  an^ainit  his  banva  ?o 

clisnii-<ed,  and  to  sav  that  a  eharjie  acjainst  his  banva  i?  a 

n.i:,.!.-      eharL^e    M<j::iin.*-t   himsolf.      Mr.   Ihutini^s   is    told   bv  every- 

•ill!  I!:!-!,     biidy    tiiat   Xundidul  is  a  i)crson  of   a  character  the  mo't 

""""•  inraumu>   in  the  pn)vinee  to  which  he    belongs.     Notwith- 

11.  Nv.i;.   .-i:m«lin«^  all  tint,  he  is  i)n»tecte<l  bv  ^Ir.  llastinixs.     At  the 

j-I;iriil  ill  :i  .»       1  !•      .  1  1  *       i»     /^  ^    1  1    'at 

hi:ii.i'i. -  mcMneiit  ot  the  uni(»rtunale  death  or  l.ohmel  Mon>oM,  ra 
[{!..,  '*  '"  '  1770,  li(»  i>  ngain  put  into  high  oliiee — is  placed  in  the 
same  otliee  v.i-li  ( lunira  (lovind  Sinir,  as  one  t>f  Mr.  llastiniri* 
aujils  ;  and,  l>eing  s«>  placed,  he  is  then  accused — Idonutcari' 
whether  trulv  or  falsely — of  misusing;  and  miseondiieiinir 
himself  in  that  cjHicc. 

J* 'I  '*  'J'he  first   aet   of  .Mr.  Hastings*  committee  is,  to  demand 

\i«j..'..r  in.  IVom  the  province  of  Kajeshave  an  increase  more  than  it 
k  i:i..!'-  could  allonl  to  pay.  The  J%ani  of  Rajeshayc  comes  down  to 
s[r.ii...oi'     ^,)  flu.  conniiittee  and  siiys, — *•' J  cannot  mve  the  increajfc  yon 

111'"    li  Mil,  •  O  • 

nii.iii. r"     demand  of  me.**      Tliat    very  day   that   she   refuses,  thev 

-  ■  #  •'  ■  ' 

rrVMiHii,....    e.oni|)lete    a  bari^aiu  with  Nundulul.      Before   that  harjain 

wa-   (inislu^d,  the    Kani    informed    the    committee,   by  h^ 

servant,  that   she  was  ready  to  give  the  increase  demanded. 

rather  than  this  miscreant    and    this  enemy   of  her  hou?e 

should    be    i)ut    over   her  estate.      They   turn  her  out  ot 

her  pos'^ession  because  she  is  an  liour  too  Lite   in  her  offer; 

and  tliey  put  this  person,  who  was  her  own  dismissed  ser- 

Apiioiut-      vant,  into  the  charge  of  tlic  collections.     This  person  acted 

Niimhiiui.    :i^  one  would  naturally  suppose  he  wouhl  act.     IlcdiJ.  ex- 

ilVor'V'.'  *^^^'y'  what  all  those  other  persons  have  done  :  lie  oppres^ec^ 

i.rnvinri.  *    tlic  couutry  ;  lic  ui'idc  the  ryots  ily;  he  left  whole  villages 

Without  an  inhabitant,  and  desolated  the   country  of  Ra- 

jerdiaye.      A  complaint   was   made   to    the     committee;  - 

ro-»>iT    'h^rge  '-as  specifi^'^lly  n^qile,  and  entered  upon  *^ 
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books  of  the  committee  against  him    for  this    oppression.  i6  fed.  1790. 

I  will  show  to  your  Lordships,  from  opinions  that  I  am  sure  jus  ^[i^rs 

will  not  be  controverted,  that  he  fell  into  largo  balances  to  *"  '•*<^^^o"»t" 

the  Company.     I  shall  show  it  from  opinions  that  I  am  sure 

not  one  of  my  learned  friends  will  controvert — the  opinion  of 

a  fair,  respectable  and  impartial,  man,  who  was  sent  up  into 

that  country,  and  whose  lettei*s  I  shall  produce  by  and  by — a 

gentleman  of  the  name  of  Dallas, — who  states  that  he  found 

that  countr}''  in  exactly  the  same  situation .  that  Mr.  Paterson 

found  Dinagepore,  and  the  other  gentlemen  found  Rnje.shaye 

after  the  expiration    of    Nundulurs    lease.      And,  instead 

of  paying  the  rent  he  bargained  to  pay,  he,  too,  fell  40,000/. 

or  50,000/  in  arrear,  in  that  very  year  in  which  the  country 

was  so  oppressed. 

In  consequence  of  that  complaint  which  I  stilted  to  your 
Lordships,    Nundulul  was   called    upon   by  the  committee 
to  give  an  answer.     He  attempts  to  answer  some  part  of  the  Nundulurs 
complaint,  but  the  principal  and  the  best  answer  which  he  tiiotTom-^ 
makes  to  the  complaint  is, — "  I  have  seen  Mr.  Hastings  and  nJ^Vnst  him. 
Mr.  Anderson  at  Moorshedabad.''     Upon  reading  the  com-  RoftTcnoo 
plunt  and  the  answer,  and  well  understanding  the  empha-  ilJ^'/*  "***' 
tical  meaning  of    that  phrase,  the  committee  iumicdiately 
give  this  extraordinary  verdict  upon  the  complaint  which  is 
before  them :  your  Lordship.«j  will  always  understand  that  I 
do  not  charge  the  conunittee  as  being  criminal  with  any  of 
these  acts,  because   I  know  they  were  what  they  rcj^rcsent 
themselves  to  be,  tools  in  the  hands  of  Cxunga  Govind   Sing, 
and,  therefore,  it  will  be   fair  for  me  to  state  this  as   the 
opinion  and  verdict  of  Gunga  (jovind  Sing  upon  his  friend  :  — 

"The  Coinmiltcc  find  that  it  is  impossible  to  fomi  a  decision     .     .    *  Ju«I«mcntof 

*  tno  com- 

An  assertion  made  and  contradicted  may  l)e  an  occasion  nvemio. 
for  a  committee  to  in(juire ;  but,  surely,  it  is  not  quite  a  Ai-quittai  of 
sufficient  reason  for  a  committee  to  acquit.     They  proceed  *  ""• 
to  state, — "  that  it  is  probable  that  in  most  instances  the 
ofiences  are  exaggerated," — why  it  is  most  natural  that  the 
allegation  was  untrue  or  exaggerated  I  am  totally  at  a  loss 
to    comprehend ;    but  the   committee  choose  to  think  it   is 
probable   that   those    allegations    are  exaggerated, — "  an<l, 
admitting    this,  probably   the    complaints    would    be   less 


•  ITic  papers  relating  to  the  inquirj-  into  the  affairs  of  the  province  of 
Rigeshaye  are  printed  in  the  Appendix  to  tlie  Eleventh  Keport  iVom  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  affairs  of  India ;  but  the  documvut  referred  to  has  not 
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1m  ii.ii.  iTiH.. -rvloiis  than  tlioy  appear  to  b.V  Mo.-^t  unquostionably.  it 
illd  imt  iTcjiiiiv  eitbtT  llie  wir-dum  of  that  committee  or  the 
\ViMl(»ni  «»r  their  master,  (.Jiin<^a  Goviiul  Sing,  to  di.*covcr 
that,  if  a  eoinplaiiit  is  oxaggorateil,  it  is  cxaijgcrateJ — which 
1  take  to  he  the  purport  and  meaning  ot*  the  words  I  have 
now  rea  1  :  that,  most  unquestionably,  irf  a  eonchi^ion 
iriVMstilily  true.  "This  comphiint^  which  is  stated  to  be 
a><ertt*d  on  one  hand  and  denieil  upon  the  other,  we  believe 
to  i)e  exaggerated,  and  if  exaggerated  is  unqiic?tioDnUy 
exaggerated."  Tliey  go  on  then  to  give  their  veinliet  ujh)!! 
it, — *•  I'lidrr  these  eircumstancc?  the  committee  deem  it 
niiirc  material  to  prevent  these  severities  in  future/' 

It  was  the  dutv  of  the  committee  to  enter  into  an  exanii- 
nation  of  what  passed  ;  it  was  the  duty  of  the  committee  lo 
])nnish  what  was  amiss.  But  I  will  show  your  Lordship 
the  singidar  mtnle  this  committee  took  to  prevent  tho^c 
hrvfi-itics  in  future;  for  it  was  just  :us  singular  and  extra- 
onlinary  as  any  part  of  what  I  have  rea<l  to  your  l-«ordshiii3. 
'riu'V  do  not  write  to  condemn  Xundulul ;  thev  do  not  write 
to  disire  him  to  be  nion;  cautious  in  future;  thev  do  not 
write  to  him, — '•  we  have  comidaints  against  you ;"  but  they 
write  to  him, — 

**  Ai^rced,  tlicrefore*  that  a  pcnvaiinali  bo  written  to  Xundulol       .    . 
not  to  oj»prrss  and  injure/* 


Now  is  that  a  fair,  impartial,  verdict  upon  the  complaint 
staietl?  or  is  it  not  that  they  underst<)od  tliose  words  in  hi? 
ans\v<M-,--"  I  have  seen  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Anderson  at 
Muorshedabafl  T 
Mr.  Hnst-         1  0'»me  uow  to  explain  what  is  meant  by  those  words,  and 
"umi'i?"'     then  your  Lordships  will  not  wonder  at  that  extraordinary 
niriiMyn-     vcrdiiit.     Mr.  Hastings  upon  his  way  to   Benares  receives 
Niin.luilii"'  /)8,()0()  rupees;  Mr.  Larkins  tells  us  that  sum  was  received 
from    Nundulid.     Then  your  Lordships  have  no   diflSciiIty 
to  discover  why  the  complaints  were  supposed  to  be  exag- 
jxerated.      Vour  Lordships  have  no  difficulty  to  see  the  force 
of  that   strong  mode  of  reasoning, — that,  if  complaints  are 
exaggerated,  they    are    unquestionably    greater    than   they 
ought  to  1>(».     Your  Lordships  will    have    no   difficulty  in 
seeing  the  force  of  that  curious  sort  of  reprimand  which  is 
given,--*'  we  will  protect  you  in  all  your  rights,  and  defend 
you  from   every  oj)i)ression."     He  had  given    Mr.  Hastings 
58,000  rupees   at    Moorshedabad :  the    complaint  vanhsheSi 
and  you  hear  no  more  of  anything  «ngainst  him,  till,  at  the 
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expiration    of  liis   lease,  when   he   falls   in  balance  to  the  wfkb.  1790. 
Company,    Mr.  Dallas    is    sent    to   sec   if  his  justice   andTijo^. 
humanity  can  remedy  .ill  the  oppressions  and  mischiefs  which  n^'m  xlm" 
were  occasioned  by  that  farmer.     "  I  have  seen  Mr.  Hastings  jJl*t"*r2J"J 
and  Mr.  Anderson  at  Moorshedabad/'  is  a  complete  answer  tiio  Hani 
to  all  the  complaints  of  the  rayat^.     But  you  find  the  country 
desolated  and  wasted ;  you  find  the  rayats  flying  from  one 
corner  to  another ;  you  find  it  impoverished  and  ruined,  and 
that,  Mr.  Hastings  having  robbed  Nundulul  of  all  he  could 
rob  him  of,  he  and  his  committee  come  back  to  that  system 
again,  and  let  that  country  again  to  the  Kani,  from  whom 
they  had  taken  it,  at  a  decreased  jama. 

Why  is  this  jama   decreased?     Because   the    country  is  Th^ jama 
oppressed.     Why  is  Rajeshaye  again  let  at  a  decreased  jama  ?  causo  of  tho 
Why  is  the  jama  of    Behar,  Dinageporc,   Kungpore   .ind  m«Si*o?tho 
Edracporc,  lowered  ?     Because  the  countries  have  been  op-  «»""*'>'• 
pressed  by  those  to  whom  Mr.  Hastings  had  sold  them.     And 
then,  I  shall  be  told  that  this  was  for  the  benefit  and  advan- 
tage of  the  Company ! 

The  next  sum  of  money  which  I  have  to  state  to  your  case  of  the 
Lordships,  as  having  been  received  by  Mr.  Hastings,  is  cer-  (?7i?nNl*iLs8 
tainly  the  most  extraordinary  that  ever  was  i)re8ented  by  kSaVn^**^ 
anybody  ;  and  it  is  still  more  extraordinary  that  Mr.  Hastings 
has  chosen  to  vindicate  it.     I  shall  state  the  transaction  as 
shortly  as  I  can ;  and  it  is  very  short  indeed. 

*'  In  the  year  179i»''' — Mr.  Hastinj^s  states  boldly  to  the  Mouse  of  Com- 
mons,— *'  1  wa^s  in  want  of  a  sum  of  money.  The  Company  was  in  my 
debt,  and  it  was  not  verj'  convenient  for  them  to  ])av  it ;  hut  it  was 
extremely  convenient  to  me  that  my  debt  should  be  paid.  However,  not 
wishing  to  oppress  my  indulgent  masters,  1  sent  to  a  person  whom  I 
knew  to  bi?  rich,  l>ecause  I  had  employed  him  in  the  service  of  the  revenue, 
of  the  name  of  Nobkissin ;  I  tohl  him  I  wanted  to  borrow  of  him  three 
lacs  of  rujjces  ;  I  desired  him  to  brin^jj  a  bond  ready  filled  uj)." 

Nobkissin  brought  his  bond  and  the  money ;  but,  being  Xoiikiasin 
greatly  in   arrear  to  the  Company, — owing   large   sums  <)f  tho^con™  *° 
money   to  Mr.   Hastings'  masters,- -having   been   entrusted  *^"^** 
with  the  collections  of  the  great  province  of  Burdwan  by 
Mr.   Hastings,  —  having  misconducted    himself   and    mis- 
managed  those    collections, — having  been  employed   under 
the  authority  of  Mr.  Hastings — the  authority  of  the  Com- 
pany— to  receive  his  own  debt,  and  having  niridc  use  of  that 
authority  in  order  to  contract  a  debt  to  the  Company, — he 
begs  of  Mr.   Hastings,  for  God's  sake,  to  take  this  sum  of 
money.      Mr.  Hastings  takes  it,  but  is  doubtful  f(»r  some  time  ?|j;?f;}J.Vt.jt 
to  what  account  he  should  put  it.    At  last,  when  he  is  about  for  appro- 
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iflFriviTiH).  Y,i\ii\  Tn<li!i  Company.  I  iA\a\l  sho\r  your  Loixlships  that,  so 
T/wsi  niMTu-  inv  W!is  it  Iroin  l)oinr]r  for  tlic  bonofit  of  the  Kast  India  t*om- 
J-'IiiipaM.viM  l>ii»y,  hi  no  plaoA^  where  he  took  a  sum  of  money  from  a 
"iiuToMr.  l"'>^vln(^c,  was  it  not  attcnclcd  with  a  direct  h)i!s  to  them,  and 
Jhi^rinirs  <;()  mufh  SO  iu  thi.s  (Nisc  that,  iu  the  vcar  1783,  they  were 
ftui.ttinir'    ohliircil  to  lot  tins  very  land  to  the  zaminaar  at  a  jama  lower 


MrifS's. 


'"^"       tlian  hr  orliis  fatlior  ha<l  ever  hekl  it  for  before. 


Mr.  Valor-         Soou  aftor  this,  j\Ir.  Paterson  was  sent  up  to  inquire  into 


Mr.  Hum-  I   nui>t    iip(»n  tliis   occasion    remark  that  the   c<»iiimiltoe 

rm.iiiisi  ilis    again  revert  to  thi;  old  princij)le  established  by  Mr.  Hastings, 
|.'i'[,",.'i'"*,u..    that,  in  every  instance  where  there  ha:?  been  a  necessity  for 
V.1.\'!""' "V    dopriviiii:;  a  zumindar  of  his  land,  no  other  person  that  ?uc- 
ti'.-iriamN.  cceded  to  it  has  made  it  so  advantageous  to  the  Company. 
That  was  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Hastings.     I  never  find   him 
deviate?  from  it  but  where  I  find  a  sum  of  money.     He  de- 
viated from   it   in   the   instances  of  Kelleram  and  of  Dcby 
Sing,  and  he  took  a   sum    of  money  from  the  province  in 
both.     Then  I  have  a  right  to  say  tliat,  if  I  find  him  con- 
stant I  v  devintin*!:  from  his   rule,  but  never  deviating  from  it 
without   the    deviation  being   aecom])anied   with  a   sum  ot' 
monev,  that  sum  of  money  was  the  cause  of  that  deviation. 
It  was  not    an  ignorant   deviation :    lie    knew  the   conse- 
(pience  of  it. 

tKiTti'nr  ^'*^  situ;iti(»n  of  this  country.     lie  state.-?  every  species  of 

<'« *iiiur.v.  (U'uelty  to  haveb(^en  exercised  that  it  is  possible  to  exercise 

upon  man.  1  liave  been  told  that  it  is  not  proved  thattlii^sc 
cruelties  existed.  I  state  that  it  is  proved  that  every  one  of 
these  cruelties  existetl :  at  least,  if  every  one  did  not  exist, 
that  by  nuich  the  greatest  part  of  them  existed.  Mr.  Hast- 
ings did  not  ehoo.se  to  give  imjdicit  credit  to  llie  report  of 
rnnnin"sl.ii  ^^^'-  P.'vtersoii,  aud  a  second  commission  was  sent  up,  who 
1.  in.|uir.'.  rej)orl,  .iluu)st  in  the  same  terms,  the  actual  execution  of 
thosi*  cruelties. 

T   shall   bave  occasion  to  state,  by  and  by,  upon  what  a 

quil)ble  and  ju'etence  it  is  that  they  say  that  tliose  cruelties 

were  not  exercised.     They  were  not  personally  exercised— 

Ansv.Mto     luany  of  them — by  Deby  Sing,  to  be  sure:    the  great  go- 

tlu'iilfri  thai  -  1  11  •  1  1 

th.ern.iiiin  vernor  or  a  country  <loes  not  upon  all  occasioiLS  condescenu 

nmiVtrat.'.i  to  exorcisc  tlic  part  of  a  liangman  :  but  they  were  cxerei^ 

sfnr.**'"^       by  his  minions.     That  second  commission  ushers  iu  its  report 

lu  tbis  way, — 

**  Ti)  rnaljlo  tlic  lioard  to  form never  were  used  ii 

fiifonrin^  the  payment  of  the  revenue  ])eforc  the  year  1188.'** 
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That  year,  1188,  is  the  year  of  Deby  Sing's  lease.     I  care  i«feb^i79o. 
not  who  exei-cised   those  cruelties.     I  care  not  whether  it  Mr.  Hast- 
was  Deby  Sing  or  any  of  the  miscreants  that  attended  Deby  Sr^orTho 
Sing.    It  was  done  under  the  government  of  Mr.  IIaf«tings,  S? \h?prt>-** 
and  I  charge  Mr.  Hastings  with  the  misgovernment  of  that  vincc. 
country.     They  proceed,  in  another  part,  to  state  that  in  this 
province  of  Dinageporc  everyone  of  those   cruelties  were  chnr«e  or 
exercised.     I  know  what  the  commissioners  say.     They  say  J{,n5mi. 
that  the  la-^t  charge  of  flogging  children  to  extort  payment 
from  their  parents  is  not  proved.     But  how  do  they  say  it? 
They  say, — *'  If,  as  we  conceive,  by  children  is  meant  those 
of  nine  or  ten  years  old,  then  we  find  the  charge  not  proved; 
but  if  it  is  meant  by  the  charge  that  children  are  boys  of 
fourteen,  then  tlie  charge  is  proved.'' 

Good  God!  my  Iiords,  can  you  sit  with  patience  to  hear 
a  set  of  men  discuss  about  the  age  of  puberty,  and  doubt 
whether  the  charge  is  proved,  because  it  happens  that  one 
of  the  unfortunate  victims  of  that  charge  has,  perhaps,  passed 
the  age  of  fourteen  ?  My  Lords,  these  are  not  my  words  ; 
they  are  the  words  of  the  commissioners,  without  the 
least  amplification.  They  arc  the  words  of  these  commis- 
gioners,  whose  opinions  have  been  bruited  about  the  world  as 
stating  that  not  one  of  the  offences  charged  to  have  been 
committed  by  Deby  Sing  has  been  proved. 

If  it  is  true,  as  tlie  commissioners  state,  that  these  are 
the  usual  and  onlinary  modes  of  collecting  yotir  revenue  in 
Bengal,  dreadful  would  be  our*  situation.  If  these  are  the 
modes  of  collectinij  a  revenue  in  Bcnj^al,  much  would  it  call 
for  your  Lordshij>.s,  in  another  capacity,  to  ex(?rcise  your 
authority.  1  am  happy  to  say,  1  do  not  believe  that  these 
are  the  usual  modes  of  collecting  your  revenue.  I  have  it 
fn»m  the  authority  of  all  those  who  are  concerned  in  the 
Supreme  Council,  that  these  are  not  the  usual  modes.  But 
if  these  are  not  the  usual  modes,  what  must  you  think  of  the 
comnussioners  who  can  boldly  state  a  falsehood,  reflecting 
upon  the  character  of  your  country,  to  the  very  Supreme 
Board  at  Calcutta,  in  order  to  justify  such  a  miscreant  as 
Deby  Sing — in  order  to  take  a  little  from  his  offence  and  to 
load  the  country  with  much?  Everj'  one  of  these  eruel  ^JlJ  ^J5*/{^ji 
oppressions  was  intrcxluced  in  the  year  1183 — correspond- J^^^t*>« 
ing  with  our  years  1781,  1782 — under  the  government  of  miw  monoy. 
that  person.  These  cruelties  coidd  not  have  existed  under 
another  system  of  government.     Mr.  Hastings  had  oppressed 
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i.;ki:ii.i:ihi.  tlie  country  in  order  to  riiisc  40,000/.  out  of  it;  that 
(»]>jnvs.si(m  is  niailo  tlie  pretence  of  putting  Dchy  Sing  there. 
\M)\  Sin^  eouhl  not  pay  without  oppressing  the  country, 
and,  lor  IVar  he  should  not  have  ability  to  oppress  the  country, 
everv  check  and  control  is  withdrawn  from  him. 

It  is  i^aid  that  these  are  only  the  opinions  of  the  commis- 
sioners.     I  shall   prove  these  facts  to  your  Lordships  by  the 
Ir-.my*'"'    incontn>vcrtil)le  opinion  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  when  he  trieil 
ViM-'ru"  Vurs  tliat  cause, — for  Mr.  Ifastint^s  left  that  cause  to  Lord  Corn- 
i.r:i. liM.i.     wallis  to  trv,  as  a  le^^aev.     He  tried  that  cause,  and  eon- 
vieted  tlu»  persons  concerned  of  having  committed  every  one 
t>l'  those  cruelties  I  have  stated.     He  states  the  unfortunate 
situation  of  that  country,  in  the  betjinning  of  his  judjiment 
upon  that  subject.     "  1  know,"  says  he,  "that  that  counirj' 
was  much  t>vcr  valued  in  the  Ijengal  year  1188.     I  ascribe 
that  to  two  causes, — first,  to  the  ignorance  of  the  committee, 
and  next,  to  the  oppression  and  wickedness  of  Dcby  Sing;' 
-to   the  ignorance  of  that  perfect    system  of   government 
wlilch  Mr.  Hastings  tells  you  he  had  established.     And  Mr. 
Sliore.  who  was  one  of  that  committee,  in  giving  his  judg- 
ment upon  that  case  of  Deby  Sing,  says, — "  It  is  true,  the 
country   was  over  valued  ;  it  is  true   that  Dcby  Sing  put 
an  amazing  increase  upon    the  revenue  of  that  country— 
I  hat  he  dt'uianded  more,  infinitely,   than    all  that   country 
Mr.  n.ist-     could    pay.'*     l>ut    what    could    Deby    Sing    know  about 
"ihipf.M-''*'    I  >inngepori:  ?     He  must  have  been  ignorant  of  its  situation, 
I'ml.Turt".'"' "  '^'^'1  might   have  demanded,  a  large  increase,  thinking  they 
could  pay  it.     Why  then  did  Mr.  Hastings  send  a  man  to  a 
country  who  knew  nothinix  about  it,  and  why  not   send  a 
man  to  prevent  him  from  couunitting  all  these  excesses? 
.\.(|uitt:iiof       I    am  tvdd,  and  have   been  told  sometimes   out  of  doors 
iJiiMr.'ni.'*^  triumplianily,  that  Lord  Cornwallis  acquits  Deby  Sing  of 
wr.iii...         ^|j^.  actual  commission  of  a  great  many  of  these  crueltic*. 
1  know  he  does ;  he  acquits  him  in  the  same  manner  as  I 
now  acquit  Mr.  Hastings,  of  the  actu.il  commission  of  tlio^e 
"s'h'J'.I"     <'^''»<'l^h's,   but    he  charges   the  actual  commission  upon  his 
.11  iiis'.i.'."   d<'puty.     It  is  c([ually  indiftercnt  to  me  whether  they  were 
'""^"  conunitted  by  the  one  or  the  other;  they  were  committed 

under  the  government  of  Mr.  Hastings,  and  Mr.  Hastings  id 
responsil)]e  for  the  good  government  of  that  countrv.  It  is 
not  with  the  <u>uunission  of  the  cruelties  that  I  charge  him 
but  with  having  governed  that  country  80  that  such  cruet 
ties  could  be  committed  under  his  government.     I  charge 
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him  witli  hnviug  opprei»secI,  plundered  and  ruined,  tlie  coun-  lo  Feb.  1790. 
try  of  Bengal,  for  tlic  sake  of  and  through  the  medium  of  that  ' 

corruption  he  luis  tuken. 

Good  God  !  if  we  are  to  carry  the  evidence  of  respon^ji-  Question  of 
bility  in  the  way  stated^  where  are  your  Lordships  to  look  inpcJi*  i^p'on- 
for  responsibility  in  the  government  of  Bengal  ?     Mr.  Hast-  '*^*"^'^-^- 
ings  comes  to  your  Lorddiips'  bar  and  says, — "  I  am  not 
responsible  for  those  acts,  I  delegated  my  power  to  the  com- 
mittee."    The  committee  come  to  your  bar  and  say, — "  We 
are  not  rcsjwnsible  for  those  acts,  we  delegated  our  power  to 
Deby  Sing."     Then  comes  Deby  Sing  to  your  Lordships' 
bar,  and  tells  you, — '*  I  am  not  responsible  for  those  acts; 
my  deputy  is  responsible,  who  is  the  person  that  did  it." 
And  your  Lordships  are  sent  to  seek  the  responsibility  of 
British  government  in  Asia  from  the  lowest  miscreant  to  be 
found  in  the  pi'ovince  of  Dinageporc. 

Such  would  be  the  effect  of  that  doctrine  of  responsibility, 
put  in  the  way  in  which  they  put  it.  Let  him  delegate,  as 
he  plea&es,  through  a  hundred  hands  all  the  power  lie  had, 
he  cannot  delegate  that  responsibility.  I  charge  him  with 
having  placed  the  government  of  that  country  in  hands  that 
oould  nut  be  good,  and  I  charge  him  with  having  taken  a 
present  of  40,000/.  from  that  country, 

I  have  shown  to  your  Lordships  that  KcUeram  was  no 
zamindar,  but  a  farmer.  T  have  shown  your  Lordships  that 
every  check  upon  him  was  withdrawn.  I  have  shown  to 
your  Lordships  that  Deby  Sing  was  exactly  in  the  same 
ntuation  ;  and,  having  shown  to  your  Lordships  that  both 
these  countries  were  oppressed,  ravaged  and  ruined, — 
having  shown  that  from  both  these  countries,  so  oppressed, 
ravaged  and  rulucd,  a  sum  of  money  was  privately  taken  by 
Mr.  i Listings  and  concealed  by  Mr.  Hastings, — 1  have  now 
to  come  to  another  case,  that  of  llajeshaye. 

Your  Lordships  will  find  that  Air.  Hastings  is  charged  ^Jify^Jf.  '^' 
with  having   taken   a  sum  of  about  6, OOOZ.  from  a  person  Mr.  iiast- 
r)f  the  name  of  Nundulul.   Mr.  Hastings  knew  Nundulul  to  ivW^itCr''*" 
be  a  person  of  as  infamous  character  as  either  of  the  two  *^'\'I',„|\Ji','^^^^^ 
persons  I  have  mentioned  to   your  Lordships.     Nundulul,  fimrnctorof 
I  will  prove,  was  concerned  in  the  corru[>t  transactions  in  ^'"»^^"^"*- 
irhich  Mr.  Hastings*  banya  was   concerned,  in    the   year 
1773.     In  the  year  1773,  there  was  a  charge  made  by  the  chnrKc by 
Rani  of  Rajeshaye  of  sums  of  money  taken  by  the  banyas  lujiSSI^io  ^ 
>f  Mr.  Hastings,   of  Mr.  Middleton  and  of  Mr.  Graliam.  "^n'^F""* 
That  charge  was  completely  and  perfectly  proved,  to  the  banyw  of 

VOL.  II.  Q 
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wFni.  iTD'X  jijitisfaction  of  all  mankind.      The  pcrsi^ns   who   paid   the 

likiMK-wuui^  nionoy  oanio  anil  ?\voro   positively  that  they  p»iicl  such  nuJ 

oriM.,.i.\.     ^j^^.jj  Hunis  ornicnu-y  to  the  banyas  of  the*c  three   gontlemcii. 

Th*' rpio.-tion  that  Avas  put  at  the  Itoard  was  this, — "Isir 

proved  tliat  ^^iich  a  j^nni  i)f  money  was  taken  ?''     Every  one 

of  thr    (\)niicil,  except    Mr.   IIastin«j^s,    .says    it    is   proved. 

Tliey  eould  not  .-ay  olhorwise,  for  three   men   upon  their 

oaths   -swore  positivi*ly  that  it  was  paid  to  them  :  and  then 

(V)moa   Mr.  lla-tin^s  and  fays, — ^*  I  do  not  think  the  charpe 

pn>vod.'*     Xniuhdul  was  concerned  in   thi.s  charge;  Xun»l- 

iihd    has    been    conci'rned    in    concealinjT:    that    charcre, — in 

}»n»veiitinir  its  i-oming  forward  to  the   Council.       In  coii- 

Hcqiienci*  c)f  that   ho  was  di:?mi.<sed   by  the  majority.     Mr. 

na-!ti;i;:s  ohoosos  to  adopt  tliat  charge  agaia;jt  his  banya  so 

disnji.^soil,  and  i<>  sav  that  a  charffe   against  his  banva  is  a 

M.'isd.'.      (;harL'"e    nir:rm>t    hiinr«'lf.      Mr.  Hastings   i-J    toM    bv  cvorv- 

Ml!  i!:i.''.     body    that   Xundidnl  is  a  j)ers(in  of   a  eharacler  the  mo^t 

""'"•  iiil'anuuis  in   tin*  jiroyince  to  which  he   belonfrs.     \otwith- 

*l!".jriT'!"   ■■'tioiding  all  th:it.  he  is  protected  by  Mr.  IIa.«tin;j:s.     At  die 

ii'i-!iii!i.c     moment    (»f   the  iinr«»rtunate  dealli  of   Colonel   !MonH)n.  in 

i\  .  I.    .  .  i^-p^^  j^^^   j^  again  put   into  high   ottiee — is  phiced  in   the 

same  otfh'c  wiili  'lum^a  (lovind  Sinir,  as  one  of  Mr.  Hamlin!?' 
am  lis  ;  and,  Ix'iiig  ;fo  ]»laced,heis  then  accused — I  do  not  care 
whclher  trnlv  (»r  falsely — t»f  misusing'  and  niiscmuluctinir 
himself  in  that  ollice. 

Die  first  aet  of  Mr.  I  fastings' committee   is,  to  dcnmnd 


1 
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••."■»'■'  ll'llltlJl'l      \'l        IJI«-.  .1  J  ill  I         YV.I>       UilV        LJIitl       ."^IIL"       lUlllSCS,       IUV» 

rim:i  «'.ii;.  •.    completo    a  barL';un  with  Xundulul.      Uoforo   that  barip^in 

\v:i''   tinishcd.  the    I\ani    informed    the    committee,   by  her 

servant,  that  she  was  ready  to  j^ive  the  increase  demanded. 

rather   llian  this  miscreant    and    this  enemy   of  her  liow«e 

should    be    put    over   her  estate.      They  turn  her  out  of 

her  iioss(vsion  because  she  is  an  hour  too  lato   in  her  offer; 

and  they  put  thii*  person,  who  was  her  own  dismissed  ?er- 

Apiir.jiii.      vant,  int(»  the  charges  of  the  collections.     This  person  acted 

Vun.iuiui.    as  one  would  naturally  suppose  he  would  act.     lie  did,  cx- 

iiis  (i|i|.n'i.  actly,  what  all  tho^ifc  other  persons  have  done  :  he  oppressed 

iirovinri-.      tlic  couutry  :  he  nvulo  tJic  ryots  fly;  he  Jelt  whole  village? 

without  an  inhabitant,  and  de.«»olated  the  country  of  ft^ 

jeshaye.      A  complaint   was   made   to    the    committee;  '' 

fr--ipnl  «^har(te  wa-^  ppeciP'^nny  '^-^nil**  nnd  enlcred  Ufou  ^^ 
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books  of  the  committee  against  him    for  this    oppression,  lo  Feb.  1790. 

I  will  show  to  your  Lordships,  from  opinions  that  I  am  sure  nis  ^^n 

will  not  be  controverted,  that  he  fell  into  large  balances  to  "*  •'<^'^"nt- 

the  Company.     I  shall  show  it  from  opinions  that  I  nm  sure 

not  one  of  my  learned  friends  will  controvert — the  opinion  of 

a  fair,  respectable  and  impartiid,  man,  who  was  sent  up  into 

that  country,  and  whose  letters  I  sliall  produce  by  and  by — a 

gentleman  of  the  name  of  Dallas, — who  states  that  he  found 

that  countrj''  in  exactly  the  same  situation  .that  Mr.  Patcrson 

found  Dinageporc,  and  the  other  gentlemen  found  Bnjesliaye 

after  the  expiration    of    Nundulul's    lease.      And,  instead 

of  paying  the  rent  he  bargained  to  pay,  he,  too,  fell  40,000/. 

or  50,000/  in  arrear,  in  that  very  year  in  which  the  country 

was  so  oppressed. 

In  consequence  of  that  complaint  which  I  stated  to  your 
LfOrdships,    Nundulul  was   called   upon   by  the  committee 
to  give  an  answer.     He  attempts  to  answer  some  part  of  the  N'limiuiura 
complaint,  but  the  principal  and  the  best  answer  which  he  tiie  com- 
makes  to  the  complaint  is, — **  I  have  seen  Mr.  Hastings  and  nJlSVnst  him. 
Mr.  Anderson  at  Moorshedabad.''     Upon  reading  the  com-  Ronronco 
plunt  and  the  answer,  and  well  unders^tanding  the  empha-  fU^/'  '***** 
tical  meaning  of    that  phrase,  the  committee  immediately 
give  this  extraordinary  verdict  upon  the  complaint  which  is 
before  them :  your  Lordships  will  always  understand  that  1 
do  not  charge  the  commlttoc  as  being  criminal  with  any  of 
these  acts,  because   I  know  they  wore  what  tliey  represent 
themselves  to  be,  tools  in  the  hands  of  Gunga  Govind   Sing, 
and,  therefore,  it  will  be   fair  for  me  to  state  this  as   the 
opinion  and  verdict  of  Gunga  Govind  Sing  upon  his  friend  :  — 

"The  Committee  find  that  it  is  impossible  to  form  a  decision     .     .    *  Judgment  of 

An  assertion  made  and  contradicted  may  be  an  occasion  rlvcmio. 
for  a  committee  to  inquire ;  but,  surely,  it  is  not  quite  a  A^-qiUttai  of 
sufficient  reason  for  a  committee  to  acquit.     They  proceed*""-""' 
to  state, — "  that  it  is  probable  that  in  most  instances  the 
offences  are  exaggerated/' — why  it  is  most  natunil  that  the 
allegation  was  untrue  or  exaggerated  I  am  totally  at  a  loss 
to    comprehend ;    but  the   committee  choose  to  think  it   is 
probable   that   those    allegations    are  exaggerated, — "and, 
admitting    this,  probably   the    complaints    would    be   less 

*  The  papers  relating  to  the  inquirj-  into  the  affairs  of  the  province  of 
Riyeshaye  are  printed  in  the  Appendix  to  tlie  Eleventh  Hcport  fVom  the 
S^ct  Committee  on  the  afTairs  of  India ;  but  the  document  referred  to  has  not 

Unnwul 
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i".  1  i:i'.. iTvM.. -I'l'iou"'  than  tliov  appcjir  to  bv«."  ]Mo.*t  unfjiicstionablyj  it 
did  imt  riMjuiiv  cither  the  wisdom  of  that  oormnittec  or  tlic 
\Vi.-d(»ni  (»r  their  master,  (hinija  Govind  Sing,  to  dWovcr 
that,  if  a  eoniplaint  is  oxagi^eratcd,  it  is  cxairgcrated — which 
1  take  to  he  the  purport  and  nicaninc:  of  the  wonls  I  have 
now  real  :  that,  nio:?t  unqncstionahly.  is  a  conclus^ion 
irresi.'-tihiy  true.  "  This  complaint^  Avhicli  ia  stated  to  be 
asserted  on  one  liand  and  denied  upon  the  other,  we  believe 
t<»  he  exajrgerated,  and  if  exajri£erated  id  nnqnc>tionabIy 
exatriieratetl."  They  ^^  on  tiien  to  <iive  their  veifliet  \x\m 
it, — **  I'lub'r  these  eircunistanecs  the  committee  deem  it 
mure  material  to  prevent  these  severities  in  future." 

It  was  the  dntv  of  the  committee  to  enter  into  an  cx:uni- 
nation  of  what  passed  ;  it  was  the  duty  of  the  committee  to 
jamish  what  was  amiss.  15ut  I  will  show  your  Lordshi])^ 
the  singular  mode  this  connnittee  took  to  prevent  thoac 
sevc»rliies  in  future ;  for  it  was  just  Jis  singular  and  extni- 
onlinary  as  any  part  of  what  I  have  read  to  your  Lordski]i?. 
'fhev  do  not  write  to  condenni  Nundulul ;  tliev  do  not  write 
to  <Iesire  hiui  to  he  nunv  cautious  in  future;  they  do  not 
write  t<»  him, — *'  we  have  complaints  against  yon  ;"  Ijut  they 
write  to  him, — 

"  Ai^rccd.  tlii-reforc,  that  a  pcnvannjih  be  writ  ten  to  Niindulol       .    . 
not  to  oj»prrss  and  injure." 


Now  is  that  a  fair,  impartial,  verdict  upon  the  conijikiint 

stato«l?  or  is  it  not  thai  tliey  understood  those  words  in  hi? 

answer, — *•  I  have  seen  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Anderson  at 

Moorshedahad  C 

Mr.  H.ist-         ^  come  now  to  explain  what  is  meant  by  those  woixls,  and 

inv-^ii.tiu.     tlioii  your  liOrd^hlps  will  not  wonder  at  that  exti-aordinarr 

iiionivf.-     verdict.     Mr.  Hastings  upon  his  way  to  Benares  receive? 

Ninl/inilii!"  ^'JSjOOO  ru[)ccs ;  Mr.  J.arkins  tells  ns  that  sum  was  received 

from    Nundulul.     Then  your  Lordships  have  no   difficulty 

t<»  discover  why  the  complaints  were  supposed  to  be  cxag- 

irerated.      Your  Lordships  have  no  difficulty  to  sec  the  force 

ol*  that  stn)ng  mode  of  reasoning, — that,  if  complaiuts  are 

exaggerated,  they   are    uncpiestionably   greater    than   tliey 

ought.  t«)  he.     Your  Lordships  will    have    no    difficulty  in 

seeing  the  force  of  that  curious  sort  of  reprimand  which  is 

given,--*'  we  will  protect  yon  in  all  your  rights,  and  defend 

you  from   every  oppression."     He  had  given   Mr.  Hasting* 

'»S,00(^  ''upces   at    Moiir.-'hedabad :  the   complaint  vanishcsj 

-y€\  T-'.-,     ion     ^c^  iTior^'  '^^  onv*l""fr  affa^ist  him.  till,  at  the 
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EpiratioQ    of  his   lease,  when   he   falls   in   balance  to  the  iofkb.  1790. 
ompany,    Mr.  Dallas    is    sent    to   see   if  his  justice   and  tijo  ^. 
imanity  can  remedy  all  the  oppressions  and  mischiefs  which  froS'it^m" 
ere  occasioned  by  that  farmer.     "  I  have  seen  Mr.  Hastings  j!^"torSd'to 
id  Mr.  Anderson  at  Moorshedabad,"  is  a  complete  answer  the  Bani, 
all  the  complaint:*  of  the  rayats.     But  you  fincl  the  country 
isolated  and  wasted ;  you  find  the  rayats  flying  from  one 
•rner  to  another;  you  find  it  impoverished  and  ruined,  and 
at,  Mr.  Hastings  having  robbed  Nundulul  of  all  he  could 
b  him  of,  he  and  his  committee  come  back  to  that  system 
pin,  and  let  that  country  again  to  the  Kani^  from  whom 
ey  had  taken  it,  at  a  decreased  jama. 

Why  is  this  jama   decreased?     Because   the   country  ^s  Thcjama 
mrcssed.     Why  is  Raieshaye  a^jain  let  at  a  decreased  jama  ?  cause  of  the 
fhy  is  the  jama  of    Behar,  Dinagepore,   Rungpore   andmentoftho 
dracporc,  lowered  ?     Because  the  countries  have  been  op-  <^""*'^'- 
'cssed  by  those  to  whom  Mr.  Hastings  had  sold  them.     And 
en,  I  shall  be  told  that  this  was  for  the  benefit  and  advan- 
ge  of  the  Company  ! 

The  next  sum  of  money  which  I  have  to  state  to  your  Case  of  the 
3rdsliips,  as  having  been  received  by  Mr.  Hastings,  is  cer-  (If7i?rI5o"iLjs 
inly  the  most  extraordinary  that  ever  was  presented  by  kSsin!*^^ 
lybody  ;  and  it  is  still  more  extraordinary  that  Mr.  Hastings 
\A  chosen  to  vindicate  it,     I  shall  state  the  transaction  as 
ortly  as  I  can ;  and  it  is  very  short  indeed. 

"  In  the  year  1/84," — Mr.  Ha.slinjrs  states  boldly  to  the  Mouse  of  Coin- 
ing,— "  I  was  in  want  of  a  sum  of  money.  The  Companj'  was  in  my 
bt,  and  it  was  not  very  convenient  for  them  to  ])av  it ;  but  it  was 
tremely  convenient  to  me  that  my  debt  should  be  i)aid.  However,  not 
ihing  to  oppress  my  indul^jjent  masters,  1  sent  to  a  person  whom  I 
ew  to  be  rich,  because  1  had  employed  him  in  the  service  of  the  revenue, 
the  name  of  Xobkissin ;  I  told  him  I  wanted  to  borrow  of  him  three 
9  of  rui)ees ;  I  desired  him  to  bring  a  bond  ready  filled  up." 

Nobkissin  brought  his  bond  and  the  money ;  but,  being  Xobkissin 
eatly  in   arrear  to  the  Company, — owing   large   sums  of  tUo^Com"^^ 
jncy   to  Mr.  Hastings'  mast<irs,-  -having   been   entrusted  ^**"*' 
th  the  collections  of  tlie  great  province  of  IJurdwan   by 
r.   Hastings,  —  -  having  misconducted     himself   and    mis- 
inaged  those   collections, — having  been  employed   under 
c  authority  of  Mr.  Hastings — the  authority  of  the  Com- 
ny — to  receive  his  own  debt,  and  having  made  use  of  that 
thority  in  order  to  contract  a  debt  to  the  Company, — he 
gs  of  Mr.   Hastings,  for  God  s  sake,  to  take  this  sum  of 
»ncy.      Mr.  Hastings  takes  it,  but  is  doubtful  for  some  time  ?|'';."5J5^; 
what  account  he  should  put  it.    At  last,  when  he  is  about  f(!raiii)ro^ 


B.im  to  Itiivo  Cftlculta,  Mr.   Hn--<LiiigB  liiidd  nut  tlul, 

i«iiw  etniti'^c,  uiiuccoiiutnUc,  inivlnki^,   lic   tuul   for^tl    i  _ 

'-        40,00U/.    to   the   C<mi|iiiuy,   whioh  the  Conpany  ou^  1o 

jiajr  him.     Tliinkin};,  liownvcr,  llist  it  vna  llio  mkuigit  u(  i 

ten  yearn'  conlingiMit  nccouot,  as  ho  called   it   Unttclf,  stai 

thtit,  fULipotui))^  the  mouey  to  como  out  of  the  Cfiinpiny'i 

pocktit  itiiuicdifttoly,  they  woulJ  have  groat  objeotinn,  bnt 

that  they  would  have  no  ohjecli-m  to  its  roinio''  out  of  tla 

pockota  of  iiuybudyJclMc,  he  uooordinf^y  taken  tnit  moaa;ri 

aiid  keepB  it  to  himself  to  thi«   very  day.     I   aesora  yoiir 

Lordi^liipa  I  do  not   oxaaaontc   at   all :    I  eball  read  Uc 

J,"^    Ila.itin^'  own  account  of  it, 

"  Thv  lost  port  (*r  the  cbartfc  ■l«lee  thftt  in  nij  letter  to  tbc  comiI  U 
Dirccton  [of  iho  2l»t  of  February.  17W,  I  hava  cnafcsaod  w  lnw 
Kcu^'dl  nouther  Bum  uf  latiarj.  the  amoubt  of  whioh  a  mat  <IocIih4; 
but  which,  truiu  the  ftniilioataun  of  it,  could  agt  be  Icm  th«a  'MJBBOL 
tliaiing.  In  Uie  jii**  17^  "hoD  I  tcm  actuillr  in  want  of  a  mn  oJ 
iBinif]'  for  uiy  (irivnte  ex^icnMi^  nwJD^  Ut  ihv-  Couii>anv  aiit  luTins  li 
that  time  MiRlnput  ouh  in  thor  tmuuij  tn  iiay  m;  talaiT',  I  bomnRj 
three  Wh*  of  riijire*  »f  Ri^nh  NiiTikiiara,  nn  iiiliJkbitaDt  of  Calanii^  trbos 
I  ilesircd  to  call  upon  nie  uith]  »  bonil  jimpcrlv  fiUcd  op.'' 

Yuur  LortUhip;^  will  «cc  that  the  ]>rfitcucc  for  obtaining  tlw 
luoney,  first,  is  aa  a  loKn.  Mr.  Haatin^A  thought  it  wuuJd  In 
A  good  way  of  gcttiny  30,0(Kli  if  he  could  porsiinde  the  raon 
first  to  let  it  into  his  hands,  aiid  that  tlio  ni&u  mliouldj^  » 
eeoiirily  for  it. 

"  lie  tlitl  *o ;  hat.  at  the  iame  time  I  xroM  gi-wg  Ui  esocule  li,  bt 
cntrraUiJ  I  ivoiiU  rather  aucrpt  the  laimey  tliui  cvriTUte  (he  hood.  I 
otilbiT  seoC[it<;il  llie  uflur  nor  ivfuscd  it  (  and  my  (IrUniiitialian  apim  t 
mnaiaed  tiuHiiciiili'd  botwM'u  thu  alUTuatira  af  kwpinK  thr  laomytti 
lu>D  to  be  repniil,  unil  of  taking  it  and  applyioK  it.  <u  I  hai)  duo*  pUm 
Minu,  to  tbo  CuiiiiiiMiy'ii  u»c.  And  tiiorc  tha  niatt«r  resUKl  611  I  uoiirtoA 
my  Jiiumoy  tu  l,i]cknow,  whi^n  [  dctnmiuied  to  aooejit  ttio  ta-mrj  far  \i^ 
Ccunimny**  SRC ;  and  thcw  wok  my  mntim.  I(aviu){  mailc  dU)j<uw 
ncDta  ftota  Riy  own  cuh  fur  Krvicca  vriiich,  lliou^h  mjuind  to  ttfMt 
nil-  tu  execute  th«  duties  iif  my  Btatiun,  1  hsj  tiilhcrld  outillul  toiala 
into  my  puhlir  urmtrntu,  I  rcsuktid  to  reiuihumi  uyiclf]  in  m  nwdc  wM 
sultaliJc  Ui  the  CkiHijiaiiy's  affiuM.*'* 

tiuiui.  Aiid  the  modfi  moat  ouitahle  to  the  Company's  aSairtv 
lliHt  (if  rubbing  one  of  the  inbabi(ttnt» of  Calcutta  of  SOfiOfii' 
I  d't  not  ilixputo  that  it  U  a  inode  cxtrumoly  couvcnieni  bi 
tho  Ciuiipiitiy  ;  but  whether  it  u  a  mode  ttiat  d(ii<3T«i  iBf 
iJiiog  else  than  a  name  wbicli  I  am  auro  I  ehall  not  givijil 
now  before  your  Lordsliip^,  and  whetlier  it  U  not  a  UV- 
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tion  liighly  deserving  your  Lordships'  reprobation,  I  shall  ^^  FiiB.i70o. 
ive  to  your  Lordships  to  determine.     It  is  impossible  I 
n  state  anything  more  upon  that  subject ;  the  transaction  is 
fully,  and  I  nuist  say  fairly,  stated  by  Mr.  Hastings.  For 
has  unquestionably  disguised  nothing.    He  sent  for  the 
.n  to  borrow  money :  the  man  brought  it :  Mr.  Hastings 
\\i  it  and  gave  him  no  security  for  it :    all   that  is   true. 
it  I  must  state  that,  at  the  same  time  that  tliis  present  was 
de — at  the  time  that  this  money  was  taken — for  I  am  at 
088  to  know  which  to  call  it — at  the  same  time,  Nobkissin 
8  in  considerable  arrear  to  the  Company,  and  the  con- 
[ueno«  is  that  the  arrear  has  never  been  paid  to  this  day. 
The  next  fact  I  have  to  state,  is  another  act  of  misiyovern-  ^^  ^t  ^:ff^ 
nt  through  tiie  meumm  of  this  committee  or  revenue,  and  incinken 
ich  will  be  a  strong  proof  of  the  misgovernment  of  this  ^mJvineoof 
nmittee.    That  will  appear  in  the  case  of  a  sum  of  money  ^^^*^®** 
d  to    be  taken — I  do  not  know  from  whom,  I  suppose 
m  the  liaja.     All  that  I  know  about  that  transaction  is, 
kt  a  lac  and  a  half  of  rupees  were  taken  from  Nuddea ; 
it,  in  the  years  1780  and  1781,  a  very  strange  request  The  sum 
Des  to  Mr.  Hastings  from  thisKaja,  to  desire  that  he  would  VSija*tSMr. 
80  good  as  to  send  somebody  to  witness  his  will.    Accord-  "jJjfgJIP** 
;ly  Mr.   Hastings  sends   an   English  gentleman  for  form 
:c,  but  he  sends  his  own  private  lnun^?lli  for  substance. 
c  munshi  arrives  a  day  beibrc  the  English  gentleman;  the 
1  ifl  witnessed;  and  all  that   I  know  about  it  is  (his,  that 
I  sum  of  15,000/.  is  paid,  at  the  same  time,  to  Mr.  Hast- 
;8.     Whether  it  was  for  that  or  what  it  was  for  I  do  not 
3W ;  but  this  I  know,  that  the  money  was  paid  to  Mr.  Hasl- 
;8,  by  Mr.  Hastingn*  own  confo5:i?ion. 

[  shall  al.=o  have  occasion  to  state  to  your  Lordships  that  impowrish- 
§   province   of  Nuddea    is    precisely  in  tlie   same   situa-  ilUjvimv.  ^° 
1   as   every   other    province    from  which    Mr.   Hastings 
kmonev.      For  in  the  year    1782,  tlie  liaja  of  Nuddea,  TV  Raja 

»  *  ,  J**  <'jt'i'i-4'u  anil 

o  paid  that  15,000/.  to  Mr.  Hastings,  fell  into  monstrous  iiiii>riw>iii'd 
ears  to  the  Company ;  he  is  turned  out  of  his  possession,  of  rentr™ 


order  of  Mr.  Hastings  and  his  committee,  by  Gunga 
vind  Sing ;  he  is  put  in  prison  and  in  irons  in  order  to  make 
I  pay  his  balance  to  the  Company,  when  Mr.  Hastings  had 
re  in  his  pocket,  at  that  moment,  than  would  have  paid 
t  balance.  So  tluit,  not  only  is  your  government  degraded 
I  disgniced  by  your  Governor  taking  money,  but  the  man 
>  paid  the  money  ought  to  have  been  commended  if  ho 
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'pV'a.vm.  hnil  Itroiiglit  it  furwnnl  Miin  aiil,  ftt  the  tiniti  thai  ;«i  were  in 
t^Mrvi-  (IU(rc«K.  liistoiul  oi  t'mt,  Mr  llui'tintr*  y.w\n  tin-  mxi]>ta 
SSdiiiv'  'H.-crrt ;  Bn<I  he  and  hie  committoc  put  ttiia  iinftirtonnlc  oinu, 
p^omi't.  whom  1  Btntc  to  your  LonUWpa  to  b«  a  bnihntna  of  ll« 
'  highest  rnnk  in  Bcojial—iif  the  miwt  nociunt  fmutilT  in  lliil 

I  country — a  person  who  wa<  looked  up  to  by  CTcry  man.  wbo 

I  had   any  resjicct   for  either  civil   govemmviil  or  rcU^om 

I  institution,  in  tlic  couulry — tbcy  pat  thte  tnnn  intunal  ibr 

F  hie  arrt*ar«  to  tlic  Coiii]>aDy,  while  Mr.  Hnstiiigd  had  in  \m 

I  pocket  uionvy  wUicli  ho  hiiJl  received  from  thstt  perei>n,  ingic 

limn  i>uffic>cnt  to  pny  tliut  biilittice- 
l^c*"fnTr-      Your  Lordships  will  judpo  whether  lhi»  net,  Jono  thnii^ 
g»im.fn-  the  tncdium  of  his  comitiittce,  nnd  tlio  other  not«  1  Ituvi 
P*""  staled,  bt!  act*  of  good  government ;  or  whcthiir  your  Lonl- 

h  «hipa  will  not  ncrco  with  nie,  that  nil  that   I  have  Atatod  »> 

I  the  first  parld  ot  my  eot'eoh  woro  nets  dooo  for  the  puqiBw: 

I  of  facilitating  the  takiug  of  corruption,  and  of  coucenlin;;  it 

I  when  tAkcR.     If  your  Lordships  Hliould  bo  of  that  o]aniDD, 

I  you  will  not  heailate  to  condemn  iJl  theao  change*  and  \anm' 

I  Ktionsj    you  will  not  hesitate  to  agree  witli  me  that  oir 

I  niplion  inxtitnUKl  the  eoniitiitlee   of  Gniign  Gortnd  (3ii^ 

I  went  all  along  with,  iind  finl^licd  that  inetilution. 

Oi  the  t<uin  of  money  which  wiu  ini(]iiitou$ly,  cruelly  uA 

»cuudnlour<1y,  tnkvn  from  the  Unja  of  Benares,  and  tlic  mho 

of  lOUfDUU/.,  which  wnBeijuully  wickedly  extorted  from  AmIT- 

tid-Dowln,  you  have  henrd  much.     1  shall  elate  (hem,  viUi 

i>^mo  other  concomitant  cin^unistancea,  showing  Mr.  UnMiW 

diftcrcnt  accoimts  of  them.    I  think  I  have  pretty  noariy 

'  Etatcil  to  your  Lordahipa  all  that  I   have  to  say  tipon  tbt 

I  euhjcct  of  thcito  presents.     I  have  only  to  atntv  one  taaXva, 

which  J  think  I  nod  forgot,  wiih  respect  to  th(^  pnjvince  i' 

I  Dinageporc,  namely,  llnit  there  were  aomc  (nii»nctltin*iii  llat 

■  province,  prior  lo  Dcby  Sing's  leat^e,  pretty  nearly  cotuUiuJ 

fejf"*""  with  the  time  when  Mr.  Hnslings  took  the  monvy.    ThoB 

^MijiAf    waa  n  dispute  hetweeu  the  Raja  and  hw  brother  with  nwimct 

B^**"*"'  to  half  his  zamindory.     After  the  death  of  ihn   Itiya,  tbrt 

woa  nnolher  dii<pute.    The  brother  vlnimed  lh«  zanilndaiy 

rit^^    ngjiinst  the  adopted  son.     Whether  Mr.  ^la«ting!^  whoaolol 

lun,""*'"     "^  *'"*  j'"%^  '"  that  cause  and  gave  a  TCnlict  to  it,  took  tiw( 

money  as  the  price  of  his  Judgment  I  cannot  tcli:  the  two 

trnnsactiona  do  go  near  hand  in  hand  with  one  another.    And  • 

I  do  now  Blate  it  to  your  Lordships,  becauiic  I  know  it  fc 

the  principle  of  Mr.  ITniitinga  that  it  ia  a  good  mode  to  i«i» 
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money  for  the  Conii)any  through  the  medium  of  a  disputed  ^^  t'Ki'-^i^oo. 
succe^tfion  ;  nud,  therefore,  it  is  fair  to  suppose  that  wliat  he 
liais  avoweil  in  one  case  he  has  done  in  another. 

In  1774,  there  was  a  dispute  with  resi>cct  to  the  succcs-  p«*'i»»<«i 
Bion  to  the  zr\mindary  of  Kajeshaye.    The  question  before  to  tho  za- 
the  Board  was,  whether  an  adopted  sou  succeeded  of  right  or  uijcptmyc. 
not    I  know  that  Mr.  Hnslings  tells  me  himself, — **  I  encour- 


aged the  hopes  of  the  person  who  was  not  the  adopted  son  to  ?|'-,"«*t- 
the  succession  of  that  zamindary,  because  I  hoped  to  obtain  or  turning 
a  rc-establishment  of  the  Compjiny's  interest  through  the  toUcT'om 
medium  of  a  di.sputed  succession."     He  tells  me,  in  1774,  gJJ*y'*^°*= 


Uvit   he  thinks  it   a  fit  and  proper   thing  for  a  Governor 
Genersil  of  Bengal  to  sell  justice :  and,  when  I  see  him  exe- 
cuting another  act  of  justice,  and  find  it  agreeing  in  point  of 
time  with  a  sum  of  money  taken,  I  do  not  strain  the  argu- 
ment much  in  supposing  that  what  lie  does  in  1781  is  a  sale 
of  justice,  he  having  avowed  a  similar  principle  of  distri- 
buting justice  in  1774.    I  go  a  step  further ;  because  I  know  iiisanscr- 
that,    upon  that  occasion,  Mr.    Hastings    falsely   said   that  },^51  °j[,};J*° 
adoption  did  not  convey  a  right  of  inheritance  ;  1  know  that,  {{Jjjjj"*^^; 
ujion  that  occasion,  he  misquoted  the  decision  of  the  Board  convoy  riRfat 
upon   that  subject.     There  is  no  such   determination,  that  Inw,  ""'" 
adoption  without  the  consent  of  the  governing  power  does 
not  convey  a  right  of  inheritance      But,  be  it  so  or  not,  he 
thought  it  a  good  mode  of  increasing  the  Company's  interest 
tlirough  the  medium  of  a  disputed  succession.     I  can  put  no 
other   construction    upon   these   words  than  this,— that   he 
thought  it  a  good  thing  to  sell  justice.     And  I  know  that,  in  hibmiIwo- 
1781,  with  respect  to  the  succession  of  the  Baja  of  I^i»ii- ?£u  or'tuT 
gepore,  he  did  expressly  declare  that  adoption  did  convey  ^^^q^*"^ 
a  right  of  inheritance ;  I  know  he  did  wrong  in   the  first 
place  and  right  in  the  latter.      It  is    equally  a  crime   to  Jj^^c  of  jus- 
8cll  justice  to  do  right  as  to  do  wrong.    It  does  not  differ  as 
to  crime,  it  differs  only  in  degroc.    And  I  think  it  is  fair  to 
state  that  matter ;  to  leave  it  to  your  Lordships  to  determine 
whether  this,   which  aflbrded  a  pretence  for  the  evils  and 
mischiefs  that  followed,  did  not  originate  and  begin  in  a 
sale  of  justice  by  the  Governor  General  of  Bengal. 

Having  now  finished  all  that  I  have  to  say  to  your  Lord- 
ships upon  these  points,  it  will  only  be  necessary  for  me  to 
state  a  very  few  of  the  letters  of  Mr.  Hastings,  with  respect 
to  these  transactions. 

Mr.  Hastings  has  thought  fit  to  tell  your  Lordships  that  Mr.iiAJit- 
he  received  these  moneys  for  the  Company's  use;  that  he  had  ut^thaihc 
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urpa-iTK.  n  riglit  \o  rptteivR  Uicm  inoneve  itif  the  CftDitwoy'e  u>e  He 
r,^,^  luu  toM  yifu  ttut  he  ncier  meant  to  »^\*\y  ipcih  lo  liu  ova 
^Jj",^  Use;  iiud  tluit  it  wm  n  good  mod*  yf  ru»in^  n  roTcnuc  in 
STrtl.     tlte  roiinUy. 

pRMrbm       ^y  I'^'"'!*!  '  mean  to  meet  luni  upon  ototj-  one  of  Uioh 

Ihlt'S?"     propositions.     In  the  firrt  place,  I  explicitly  deny  tliat,in 

tHiTni  iliTii.  point  of  fact,  Mr.  linstingd  received  any  one  of  llicite  mmi 

u,^  " ""   of  money  for  tbc  C'ouvpany'ti  ufle  ;   and  J  i^ltull  jprnv;  to  ynur 

Lord«hif)i«,  by  tlic  Icttvra  imd  L-onduet  of  Mr.  Hnntinpi  luio- 

self,  Ojut  he  took  every  one  of  theoc  nmn*  of  money  for  bit 

own  u»<i.    I  will  call  himself — hie  !i-ttiTie~~n«  ti%-idcTtca  nj^nl 

hi«  imewcr :  and  I  nm  sure  ihst,  when  I  ettitc  those  KtXva, 

your  JjordsWip?  will  a^ee  with  me  that  they  cnrry  the  mgrt 

convincing  iind  tlic  roo^t  irre«ialib1e  conchtsioii  to  your  Lori- 

ships'  ininda  that  ho  did  not  take  ono  of  theMe  auras  of  nmoer 

for  the  Compuny,  l>Ht  tliiit  he  took  them  al)  fur  Iiitnivlf:  m 

that,  if  ho  ever  did  cnrry  nny  ofthctn  over  lo  the  Comiiaoy'a 

ftocount,  he   did   it  when   at   tbc   puint  of  dieMJTarr :  ^ 

whether  he  ever  did  *o  or  no,  1  «haU  lonvc  to  roar  LofJ- 

shinn  (IS  msLttur  of  douht. 

»fc|^i-  It  is  necce#ary  that  I  should  atate  to  your  l/onL!ht[u  tlat 

'ciuiuU'iiKii  the  evidence  which  I  mean  (o  bring  against  ^\t.  Hiwlingf  ic 

Sji;-'5S!i*     hia  own  conduct,  and  Ins  own  account«  of  thi:  tnumotioof ; 

«™^||Of    and  I  cnnnot  hring  u  ittrongcr  or  more  cotteluelve  or  conviuc- 

ttoBA  ing  evidence  nguinst  nny  mnn  than  his  conduct  at  i.be  time, 

hvlorc  the  time  nnd  nbout  the  time,  of  xny  troDBactioD.    U 

in  not  to  bu  expected  that  guilty  men  will  come  for»-un)  uJ 

boldly  avow  thdr  guilt.     Of  all  species  of  guill,  ihe  guilt  rf 

oorruption  ia  that  which  liidea  ila  head.     There  arc  ntlur 

mrU  of  guilt  which  are  so  etrangely  mixed  with  the  'gnu 

({luditicH  of  the  hiuuon  mind,  so  txtdiy  coinpuutided  with  th« 

groat  tjdent*  ibnt  adorn  mankind,  that,  soiiicl.iina<,  wc  look 

at  tJioeo  crimes  with  le«a  hoiTor  thiui  wu  ouj^bt  to  do,  vaA 

arc  misled   from  the   coiitcmplHtion   of  llieir   cBiJrmity  I>f 

udiiiiring   Ihc   greiit   tnlcnb)  whiob   are   ncccflaary  to  tiidr 

execution,  and   ny  contemplating  tho^c  qnEiliLic«,  whiok  an 

something  nearly  like  virtues,  which  arc  necessary  to  cany 

them  into  effect.     Tho  crirace  of  a  bold  usuriier,  tho  criiuB* 

of  a  proud,  ambitious,  man,  may  sonietimea  bold  up  their  baid 

ii]  broad  day ;  these  rec[uiro   talents  to  execute  which  oU 

men  ndniirc  ;  these  require  qualities,  in  order  In  cany  than 

inio  ellect,  which  approach,  not  very  distantly,  some  \\xii<R 

But  wliiit  talents  does  it  require  to    be    corrupt?     Wha: 

virtue  doc«  it  newly  approadi  to  reo(HTt>  money  for  oormpt 
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purposes  ?  The  weakest,  the  silliest^  inau  may  do  it ;  the  i<J  fbb.  itoo. 
i)oluest  niau  is  ashamed  to  avow  it  Therefore,  iiiy  Lords, 
|rou  are  not  to  expect  in  this  case,  of  all  others,  that  you 
should  find  jNIr.  Hastings  boldly  coming  forward  and  avowing 
that  he  took  this  money  for  his  own  use ;  but  I  shall  prove 
it  by  his  conduct,  and  by  the  different  accounts  of  the  trans- 
iction — by  that  which  cannot  lie;  for  human  conduct, 
though  it  is  the  only,  yet  is  certainly  a  very  convincing, 
BYidence  with  respect  to  human  motive. 

We  all  extremely  well  know  that  a  train  of  circiunstantial  ^***"*^5^, 
evidence,  well  put  together,  is  the  strongest  evidence  that  tmi  cvi- 
oan  be  presented  to  the  human  mind.     When  the  chain  of  *^*^"^' 
circumstantial  evidence  is  complete,  it  amounts  to  that  which 
is  nearest  to  mathematical  demonstration.     The  mind  cannot 
refuse  its  assent  to  the  proposition  which  necessarily  follows. 
When  we  see  the  whole   train  of  circumstantial  evidence 
complete,  so  connected  with  the  idea  of  guilt  and  so  perfectly 
incompatible  and  inconsistent  with  every  possible  idea  of 
innocence,  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say, — "  that  man  must  be 
guilty !"     In  that  case,  my  Lords,  what  do  we  do  ?     From  a 
train  of  circumstanti«il  evidence  which  cannot  be  invented, 
from  the  conduct  of  the  man  before,  about,  at  and  after,  the 
time,  your  Lordships,  upon  many  occasions,  without  the  least 
hesitation,  presume  a  fact  to  exist. 

Let  mo  put  the  case,  which  has  been  already  quoted  by  Caaoof 
some  of  my  friends  near  mc,  of  Captain  Doncllan.  There  Sh*'  ^°*^^' 
"was  no  direct  evidence  there  of  the  poisoning.  The  accounts 
given  by  Captain  Doncllan  before,  his  accounts  at  and  after 
the  time,  and  all  the  letters  he  wrote  upon  that  occasion, 
aiFordcd  to  the  human  mind  irresistible  conclusion  that  he 
administered  that  poison :  no  man  doubted ;  and  the  judge 
and  the  jury  in  that  case  rightly  concluded  that  the  fact  of 
the  ]K)isoning  existed.  I  have  not  occasion  to  desire  your 
Lordships  to  do  so  much  as  to  conclude  a  fact;  but  I  am 
to  desire  your  Lordships  to  attend  to  human  conduct,  as 
the  only  evidence  of  human  motive.  I  am  to  state  that  Mr. 
Hastings  intended  to,  and  actually  did,  accept  these  sums  of 
money  for  his  own  use.  That  is  a  matter  which  passed  in 
his  own  breast ;  his  conduct  is  the  only  circumstance  which 
can  explain  it.  And  surely,  if,  as  in  the  csise  of  Doncllan,  a 
train  of  circumstantial  evidence  shall  lead  to  the  actually 
concluding  a  fact  to  exist  of  which  we  have  no  direct 
evidence,  much  more  will  that  same  conduct  lead  to  an 
irresistible  conclusion  concerning  the  motives  of  the  human 
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i'5  ii.n.  inx  mind  ;  for  tlicrc  \a  no  other  wav  hv  which  human  motive  can 
hit  c'vinciMl  than  l»y  the  comliu't  of  the  person. 

I  >hall   now  state  the  letters  of  Mr.  ll:u>tings  ;  which  he 
oalls  trL^eoveries  f>f  his  hribes  Jind  which  I  cnll  conceahnenU 
The  first  letter  he  wrote  to  the  India  Company  upon  that 
sulijeet,  ho  wrote  at  a  critical  time  indeed, — upon  the  i' 0th 
j.»  :>  ,\.i7-o.  j,c  Xovonihor,  in  the  year  1780.     Just  about  that  time,  an 
aei'ount  had    arrived   at   iiengal  of  the    defeat  of  Colonel 
iKiillie's  detachment :  and  I  must  state  another  concomitmu 
Mr.  iv:iu.i»  circuinstauco,  which  mi*^ht  have  weighed  pretty  strondv  in 
.f;.:.\iuir     Mr.  Hastings'  mind, — that  Mr.  Francis  was  just  upon  the 
l,yji.'^'',""\7r  p*^"**-  **^   lca\lng  Bengal.     ^Ir.  Hastings,  some  time  before 
""^I."!'''V''^  that,  had  made  an  ofter  to  the  India  Company  of  two  Iac» 
iiu-iy.in-      of  rupees,  for  a  particular  t»ervice  :  he  had  offered  it  as  hi^ 
Ytrv.  ^^"^     own  money;  he  came  forward,  like  a  generous  man,  to  assist 
the  India  Company  in  its  difficulties.       Having  done  so,  and 
thosf   events  happtning  which  I  have  stated,  Mr.  Ila^tiug^ 
writes  a   letter  to  the  court  of  Directors,  and,  imder  a  pre- 
tence oi  disclosing   that  sum  of  money  which  he  had  so 
privately  reciiveil,  he  actually  uses  that  very  letter  to  con- 
ceal a  sum  of  monev  which  he  had  received  to  a  lanrcr 
iii<:KKi!..-i- amount ;  so  that  one  part  of  the  letter  is  a  discoverv  of  a 
.!;bH"i;.'"r'''  l^nbc  of  2(),0(Ki/.,  and  the  other  a  concealment  of  a  bribe  of 
r?r.nin"ni  •'<>.<^<><^^- '     Hi'  statcs  that  they  wouM   be  surprised  by  an 
.r  :in..!h. r    unusual  oiler  which  he  had  niailc,  and  adds, — 

*"  My  prcMni  reason  for  revortin;^  to  my  own  conduct,  on  the  occatwn 
w  liirh  1  lia\  r  inrntioiuul.  is  to  obviate  the  false  conclusions  or  iuirpi>rf»l 
ini'iri'piTM'iilatinn^i  wliich  may  he  iiiiulc  of  it,  either  as  an  ailifice  "^ 
i'>lin!atii'ii  or  a**  the  effiu-t  t)f  corrupt  intlurneo,  liy  assurin«^  you  that  the 
iiioiifx,  b\  whaU  vtT  mi'aiKs  it  came  into  mv  hands,  is  not  mv  own."* 

Uuijuestionalily  it  was  not  I  He  had  received  it  in  an 
improper  way  and  ought  to  have  given  it  back;  but, in  this 
letter,  he  completely  (h^es  away  all  the  ostentiition  of  tluit 
act,  by  saying  that  the  money  was  not  his  own.  What  he 
moans  by  saying  it  was  not  the  effect  of  corrupt  influence  I 
do  not  know,  l)ecause  that  he  leaves  precisely  as  lie  found  it. 
He  says  it  was  a  sum  of  money  that  came  into  his  hands, 
that  Wits  not  his  but  the  Company's.  It  might  have  been 
just  as  nnich  the  effect  of  corrupt  influence  after  the  oftbra* 
it  was  before,  for  upon  that  branch  of  the  subject  he  i»ays 
nothing.     But,  be  it  as  it  may,  he  tells  them  he  had  received 


*  Kxtract  of  lottor  from  ]\rr.  Hastlnps  to  tlic  Directors,  dated  29th  Nofeir 
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a  sura  of  20,000?.,  and  that  sum  ho  says  is  not  his.     Now  ^«  fkd^itoo. 
mark  the  conceahnent ;  he  goes  on  to  state  that — 

"  Something  of  aiHnity  to  this  anecdote  may  ap])ear  in  the  first  a.s])ect 
3f  another  transaction,  which  I  shall  proceed  to  relate." 

It  is  no  matter  to  me,  for  my  present  argument,  whether 
that  service  was  right  or  wrong,  but  I  am  willing  he  should 
take  it,  for  the  present  argument,  to  be  right— 

**  [and  of  which  it  is  now  immediately  my  duty  to  inform  yon.  You 
Brill  have  been  advised  by  repeated  addresses  of  this  government  of  the 
ftnival  of  an  army  at  (-uttac,  under  the  command  of  Chimnajee  Boosla, 
the  secontl  son  of  Moodajee  Boosla,  the  Ilaja  of  Berar.  l^e  origin  and 
dciitination  of  this  force  have  been  largely  explained  and  detailed  in  the 
wirresi)ondence  of  the  government  of  Berar,  and  in  various  ])nrts  of  our 
consultations.  ITie  minute  relation  of  these  would  exceed  the  bounds 
rrf  a  letter :  I  shall  therefore  confine  myself  to  the  ])rincipal  fact.  About 
the  middle  of  the  last  year  a  plan  of  confederacy  was  formed  by  the 
Nabob  Nizam  Ally  Cawn,  by  whirh  it  was  pro])osed  that  while  the  army 
of  the  Marattas,  under  the  command  of  Mahdajee  Sindia  and  Tuckoojee 
Hoolkar,  was  em])loyed  to  check  the  operations  of  Cileneral  Goddard  in 
the  west  of  India,  Hyder  Allv  Ca^\Ti  should  invade  the  Camatic,  Moodnjee 
Boosla  the  provinces  of  itengal,  and  he  himself  the  Sircars  of  liaja- 
mundiy  and  Chicacole.  The  government  of  Berar  was  required  to  accept 
the  part  assigned  it  in  this  combination,  and  to  march  a  large  body  of 
troops  immediately  into  Bengal.  To  enforce  the  recpic-st  on  the  part  of 
the  ruling  member  of  the  Maratta  state,  menaces  of  instant  hostility  by 
the  combined  forces  were  added  by  Mahdajee  Sindia,  Tuckoojee  Hoolka, 
and  Nizam  Ally  Cawn,  in  letters  written  by  them  to  Moodajee  Boosla  on 
the  occasion.  He  was  not  in  a  state  to  sustain  the  bnmt  of  so  formid- 
able a  league,  and  ost^'nsibly  yielded ;  such  at  least  was  the  turn  which 
he  gave  to  his  ac(piiesccnce,  in  his  letters  to  me ;  and  his  subsequent 
conduct  has  justified  his  professions.  I  was  early  and  progress! velv 
acquainted  Ijv  him  with  the  requisition,  and  with  the  measures  which 
were  intended  to  be  taken,  and  which  were  taken  by  him  upon  it.  Hie 
army  professedly  destined  ft)r  Bengal  marched  on  the  ]")usseva  of  the 
last  year,  corresponding  with  the  7th  of  October.  Instead  of  taking  the 
direct  course  to  Bahar,  which  had  been  prescribed,  it  proceeded,  by 
\'arious  deviations  and  studied  delays,  to  ('uttac,  when*  it  arrived  late  in 
May  last,  having  })erf()rmed  a  practicable  journey  of  three  months  in  seven, 
and  concluded  it  at  the  instant  of  the  commencement  of  the  rains,  which 
of  course  wouhl  j)re(.'lude  its  o])erati(»ns,  and  afford  the  government  of 
Berar  a  furilur  inteival  of  five  months  to  provide  for  the  })art  which  it 
would  then  be  compelled  to  chuse.  In  the  meantime  letters  were  con- 
tinually written  by  the  Rajah  and  his  minister  to  tliis  government,  cx- 
p1anator\'  of  their  situation  and  motives,  pn)posing  their  mediation  and 
guarantee  for  a  peace  and  alliance  with  the  Peshwa,  and  professing, 
without  solicitation  on  our  j)art,  the  most  friendly  disposition  towards 
us,  and  the  most  determinc<l  resolution  to  maintain  it.  ('onfonnably  to 
these  assurances,  and  the  acceptance  of  a  proposal  made  by  Moodajee 
Boosla,  to  depute  his  minister  to  Bengal  for  the  purpose  of  negociating 
and  concluding  the  proposed  treaty  of  peace,  aj)plications  had  been  mad<> 
to  the  Peshwa  for  credentials  1o  the  same  effect.  In  the  meantime  the 
fatal  news  arrived  of  the  defeat  of  your  army  at  Coigevcram.     It  now 
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ic  Fi:n.  171M.  booaino  Tu'ccssary  that  even'  other  object  should  give  place,  or  be  made 
—  Mibscrviiut  to  till-  ]»rcsorvntion  of  the  Carnatic;  nor  woubl  the  measures 
nipiisiio  for  that  iful  admit  nn  iiiMant  of  (k-biy.  Peace  with  the  Manttas 
was  tln'  tifNt  object.  To  conciliate  their  alliance,  and  that  of  eveiy  oihrr 
power  in  natural  eiiniitv  with  Hyder  Allv,  the  next.  Instant  nieasurps 
wtii-  take  II  :!•.  our  licnrral  advici-s  will  mfonn  voiii  tu  secure  biith  these 
jmints.  and  1«>  einphiy  the  uovernnu-nt  of  Herar  as  the  chanm-1  ami 
instrument  of  act-omplishinvr  Ihem.  Its  army  still  lay  on  our  buhk-r?, 
an  i  in  divtr.s.  for  a  lonjf  am-ars  of  pay,  not  les-*  occasioned  liy  the  u-nut 
of  picuniaiy  Innd"^  tliari  a  stojipaLfe  of  conmiunication.  An  ajiplicati-in 
liud  bn  n  uiarlf  to  us  for  a  supply  «»f  money,  ami  the  sum  speciiieJ  tW 
tht»  compli'te  ri'lirf  of  the  armv  was  sixteen  lacks.  We  hail  neitheririiiiin 
to  span-,  utM".  in  the  apparent  staJe  of  thai  government  in  it<*  relation  to 
ours.  wt»uld  it  have  been  either  ]H-ndent  or  con>istent  with  our  pulnic 
civdit  to  have  afforded  it.  It  was  nevertheless  my  ilecided  opinion  tki 
some  aid  >houbl  be  j^iven.  not  less  a*5  a  necessary  relief  than  as  an  inilica- 
1  ion  of  coiitidenif,  and  a  return  for  the  many  instances  (jf  sui>staTitia! 
kindm'-.<  which  we  liad,  within  tiie  cr)urse  of  the  last  two  yesir:*.  o\|-iT:- 
(MH'cd  fV'i'u  the  iro\  i-rnnient  of  Berar.  1  had  an  a^>Aurance  that  such  a 
projio.-sal  would  rrctive  the  aequie.>.cence  <if  the  Board  ;  but  I  knew  that 
if  wouM  not  pa'*'*  wiMyout  rippti.-jition.  and  it  would  have  lieeomc  i»ublic. 
whirh  mj;»ht  h.ivi- tUl'fated  its  purpose.  Convinced  of  the  nerossit)"  of 
till*  eNptrli-  !it.  :oid  a-Nun-d  of  the  sincfritv  uf  the  jiovcmnient  uf  IVrar, 
lVo:u  I  viiKnces  of  stroujrer  jiroof  ti>  me  than  1  could  make  them  apj»?ar 
tt»  thi'  oih«T  miMubi-rs  of  the  Boanl,  I  rcsolvi'd  to  adojjt  it,  nml  lake  tiie 
tnfirr  :i  >j»onsibility  of  ii  upon  uivM-lf.  In  this  imo(L'  a  less  consiilcrJile 
siuu  woulil  s'.ililri'.  1  accordin«fly  caused  three  lacks  of  ruper»s  lu  W 
ililiveird  u»  ihc  mini>ter  of  the  K.'ijah  of  Berar,  resilient  in  Calcutta.  He 
has  transmitttMl  it  to  (!utiac.  'I'wo  thirds  of  this  sum  1  have  raisiil  by 
own  (Tnli!.  and  shall  char^^e  it  in  my  ollieial  accounts.  The  other  third 
1  have  supplird  from  the  cash  in  my  hands  behmj^ing  to  the  HououniMe 
( -ompauy.'"" 

T:iN.ii.w.ii in      Xow  I  riait'  h(d(llv  thai  thcro  is  not  one  word  of  truth  in 

III--  ifniinit         lilt  *  I  TT  A  \  1  •  • 

i.r  iii.iv-  all  thai  letter- -not  one.  ilc  .<tate.s  that  somctlmit:  ot 
•i'lMilliV.  ^"  affinity  will  l>e  foinid  in  the  first  aspect  of  another  tran?ac- 
ti<»n.  He  proereds  to  do  awav  that  affinity  ;  and  the  affinitv. 
if  any,  cuiisi.-rts  in  this, —  that  lie  bad  paid  to  the  Ctmiixinya 
sum  (d'  :)(),()0f)/.  The  aflinitv  lie  does  awav  by  statins:  that 
two  thirds  of  it  were  not  hi.sown,  but  lie  had  borrowed  then 
from  otliers,  and  the  other  third  he  had  taken  from  the 
(\inn»anv's  eii.-^h  in  his  hands. 

Now  I  state  to  yonr  Lordships, — and  1  state  it  from 
the  evidence  of  jMr.  Hasting.**,  himself, — that  so  far  from 
thcr*?  beinir  Jni  affinity  only  in  the  first  aspect  of  the  tran*- 
aetion,  tlie  affinity  was  close  and  complete;  that,  so  far 
from  Mr.  Hastings  having  dtme  what  he  ought  to  do,  in 
<loing  away  that  atfinity,  the  affinity  fcdlows  him  throughout: 
that  it  is  the  .stme  transaction  in  all  its  parts  ;  it  is  a  bribe 


►  T  mtnd  I'fi  the  *'  ^HnutcR  "f  the  Evidence,"  p.  1104. 
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taken  which  never  belonged  to  Mr.  Hastings  or  the  Com-  ic  Feb.  1700. 
pany.    It  is,  I  believe,  the  sum  of  money  token  from  Dinnge-  conjecTured 
pore,  but  I  am  not  sure;    at  all  events  it  was  a  sum  of  Jj^Jomv t^ju«cii 
money  taken.     He  states  that  two  thirds  he  had  borrowed  ^jJJJrJ?^"^" 
from  his  friends,  and  the  other  third  belonged  to  the  Com-  contnidic. 
pany, — cash  he  had  in  his  hand.     Not  one  word  of  that  isiinVLwi^ir 
true  I     Your  Lordships   observe  this   is  in  the   month  of 
November.    In  the  month  of  January,  Mr.  Hastings  comes 
forward  to  the  Board  at  Calcutta  and  tells  them  that  he  has 
expended  a  sum  of  30,000/.,  or  three  lacs  of  rupees,  and 
desires  to  have  bonds  for  the  whole  ;  so  that,  so  far  from  any 
of  that  money  belonging  to  the  Company,  he  upon  the  first 
of  January  takes  bonds  for  the  whole  sum.     In  November, 
he  had  stated  that  one  third  of  the  money  belonged  to  the 
Company ;  for  that  third  he  takes  a  bond  to  himself,  and 
completely  contradicts  the  account  given  in  this  letter. 

The  next  account  of  that  transaction  that  we  have,  is  in  a  Letter  of 
letter  of  the  22d  of  May  in  the  year  1782.*     That  letter,*    **^"^''" 
which  is  the  third  account  of  the  transaction,  completely 
falsifies  both  the  others, — and  it  is  Mr.  Hastings'  account, 
too.     [The  account  accompanying]  that  letter  states, — 

**  'ITic  foUowinpj  Slims  were  paid  into  the  treasury  and  bonds  given  for 
them  in  the  name  of  the  Governor  General,  |in  whose  ]>osses.sion  the 
bonds  remain,  with  a  declaration  u])on  each,  indorsed  and  signed  b^  him, 
that  he  has  no  claim  on  the  Company  for  the  amount,]  either  of  prmcipal 
or  interest.*' 

Then  follows  an  account  of  the  two  bonds,  which  he  said  Account  of 
originally  was  money  that  he  had  borrowed  from  other  people  boiids^for 
for  the  use  of  the  Company;  .so  that  this  account,  so  far  as  U',^,!^^^'^ 
it  goes,  falsifies  the  other  parts  of  the  account.     The  two  [[[J;|»''*' '|' 
thirds  which  he  said  had  bcli^ngcd  to  himself  now  you  find  pany. 
belonged  to  the  Company,  and  the  other  third  which  he 
stated  i)elon^ed  to  the  Company  he  takes  a  bond  for  to  him- 
self.    But  that  is  not  all :  tlie  third  bond  vanishes  entirely  His  siicnco 
and  never  apj)cars  again  in  any  transaction  of  Mr.  Hastings,  tli^thrtSrd 
but  IS  at  last  brought  into  light  by  the  letter  of  j\Ir.  Larkins.  '*°"**' 
Mr.  Larkins  says,  in  the  year  I78f),  forgetting  all  the  dif- Mr.  Larkins* 
fcrent  accounts  Mr.  Hastings  had  given  of  it, — that,  in  1 780,  itTn°"8o.^ 
he  had  called  two  thirds  his  own  and  one  third  the  Com- 
pany's, in    1782,  two  thirds  the  Comi)any's  and  one  third 
his  own, — forgetting  all  that,  Mr.  Larkins  comes  forward  The  thi«i 
and   says   that   that   bond  was  converted  into  a  bill  upon  lerted^IIto 

♦  Printed  in  the  "  Minntcs  of  the  Evidence/*  p.  1114. 
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ii:  ruMTo-i.  Kn,irl:inil  mul  n'milliul  in  the  terms  of  a  particular  Icmn.    I 
;iIi!!:.'m1      "^ImII  pi'DtliH'o  tliut  \vY\  bill  iiito  wliicli  tliftt  vcry  bond  was 
Kill  I.  Mr.   i-nnvi'itt^l ;  ami  tliat  tmc  third,  which   he  stated  wa?  cadi 
of  ilu'  CciinpaiiyV  in  liis  hands,  I  will  s^how  you  wa5,  in 
tlanu:irv,  i'()nvi'rtod   into  a  bond;    T    will  show  that  bond 
wa-^  cnnvcrtod  into  a  bill ;  I  will  show  that  bill  itself,  p:iiJ 
\o  the  attorneys  of  Mr.  Ilastinj^s  in  England.     Then  shall  I 
,  ,  be  (h'onic*!  too  bold  when  I  tell  your  Lordships  there  is  nut 

•I."  1 1  -r  III.-  11  word  (  f  truth  in  that  iirst  letter  I  read  to  your  Lordships? 
ri^u'iiii'.'lr'm-       Hill  tliis  IS  uot  all  ;  for,  upon  the  22d  May*  Mr.  Hastings 
i.:m?v".  '   '""  ^iirns  an  aeeuunt   stating  that   the   two  bonds,  there  mt'ii- 
lioiu'd    to    be    in    his   pos.^ossion,  had    then  upon  them  an 
i.'idorsoincMit  doclariiiLr  that  thev  did  not  belong  to  ]Mr.  Hast- 
in-v,    liut    to    the    Conn)any.     !Mr.    Hastings    signs   it  and 
.-^i'mIs  it  :    *Mr.   liarkins  j^ocs  a  step  farther  and  swears-  ill 
Mr.  iI:i.-iiiiLrs  told  the  House  of  Commons,  in  his  Defence, 
tliat.  buiiiix   about    to  go  U[)on  a  service  of  great  jicrsoual 
d:nii:irr,  in  tlii^  vcnr  1781.  he  had  indorsed  tliosc  bonds  over 
111  thr  Companv,  because  he  nn<'ht  unfortunatelv  i'all  in  that 
service  (»f  (lan^i*r;  and  it  would    bj    a  hard  thing  for  the 
Cuijipiiiy  if,    for   v.ant    of  those   indorsements,   the  Iwnd^ 
should  b.'  ilcmanded  by  his  executors.     AVliy  he  took  bond? 
for  the  Conipanvs  monev,  whv  he  coneealed   tlmt  it  was 
the  Company's  mouthy,  I  shall   leave  to  your  Lordshijts  to 
detiM'inine.     Ihit,  in  17S5,  he  gives  a  sentimental  reason  why 
h  ■  had  iu'.ln-srd  those  bonds  in  1781.     Li  his  letter  frtin 
ClKltenham  to  the  court  of  Directors,  he  states  precisely 
the  s.iuio  thing, — that,  in  1781,  he  had  indorsed  those  bonds 
ovi'r  to  tlie  Company,  and  gives  precisely  the  same  renson 
lor  it  whlt'h  he  "-ave  to  the  House  of  Commons.     All  these 
s!.i!.in.iif     almiii    the  indorsement, — ]\[r.   Hastings'  letter  in    1782, — 
ir  uiii'iVi!'!'     Mr.    Lnrkins'  swearing, — Mr.   Hastings'  letter   from  Choi- 
t;nham,-  -Mr.   Hastings'  Defence    in  the   House   of  Com- 
mons  -are  not,  one  word  of  them,  more  true  than  the  letter 
<»!'  I  he  20th  of  Xovember.     I  shall  produce  the  bonds  thcm- 
.'•Ive.-,  by  which  I  .-hall  show  to  your  Lord-hips  that,  so  iiir 
iVoiM  being  indorsed  by  Mr.  Hastings  at  the  time  he  states 
;iM(l  [\n'  the  reason  he  assigns, — so  far  is  it  from  being  true 
that  ihev  were  indmved  at  the  time  Mr.  Larkins  swears,— 
thrv  were  not  indorse<l  fiu*  several  davs  afterwards.     I  will 
show  the  indorsement  in  Mr.  Hasting.s'  own  hand,  contra- 
dieting  evL-ry  one  of  the  accounts  Mr.  Hastings  has  given  of 
it.     Then  >hall  1  be  told  that  Mr.  Hastings  intended  these 
In  iK.^^  (;,!•  *hc  Company  ?— ^t^^at  he  took  them  as  security  for 
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rticle  of  revenue, — that  he  took  bonds  for  them,  ami  wteb.  179a. 
stories  about  them  ?  Will  he  tell  me  that,  in  the  single- 
of  his  heart,  he  has  invented  a  system  of  fiction, — that, 
8  integrity,  he  has  entangled  liimself  in  a  maze  of  false- 
which  no  man  can  extricate  him  from, — and  then, 
jt,  is  reduced  to  say  this, — "  Really,  upon  my  word,  I 
ot  tell  you  why  I  did  it  at  all  ?"     He  says, — 

ou  know  very  well.  Sir,  that  they  could  not  be  received  without 
passed  to  some  credit,  and  this  could  only  be  done  [by  entering  it 
Mui  or  as  a  deposit,  'ilie  first  was  the  least  liable  to  reflection,  and 
ore  I  had  obviously  recourse  to  it.  Why  the  second  sum  was 
led  as  a  deposit  I  am  utterly  ifj^norant.  Possibly  it  was  done 
ut  any  special  direction  from  me,  possibly  because  it  was  the 
sst  mode  of  entry,  and  therefore  preferred,  as  the  transaction  itself 
Dt  require  concealment,  liaWn^  been  already  avowed.  Althoui^h  I 
rmly  persuaded  that  these  were  my  sentiments  on  the  occasion,]  yet 
not  affirm  they  were."  * 

'^hy  it  was  necessary  that  this  transaction  should  not  be 

r  Stated, — why  it  was  necessary  that  it  should  be  passed  Dishonest 

e  credit  of  a  loan, — why  it  was  necessary  that  it  should  JwiceaUnpT 

tated  as  a  deposit, — why  it  was  necessary  that  all  that  tiJJii!™"'*"*^ 

1,  falsehood  and  fiction,  should  attend  the  transaction, 

am   at  a   loss  to  comprehend,  otherwise    than    this, 

Mr.  Hastings  meant  to  take  it  for  himself.     If  he  had 

aeant  to  take  it  for  himself,  what  was  so  natural  and 

OS  to  send  it  to  the  common  office,  to  be  entered  as  a 

pt  of  revenue,  with  the  name  of  the  person  who  paid  it, 

the  cause  why  it  was  paid  ?     But  he  says — •*  It  was 

isary  it  should  be  passed  to  some  credit ;   I,  therefore, 

\  it  should  be  passed  to  my  credit."    Why  to  his  credit, 

»  he  intended  to  conceal  those  receipts  from  the  public  nuinien- 

for  ever?     He  tells  you  he  intended  they  should  be  rcaHngUw" 

•aled  from  the  public  eye  for  ever.     He  says  in  one  [he  money. 

I — *'  I   intended   always  that   this   money   should    be 

ed  to  the  Company ;  I  took  bonds  for  it ;   and,  yet,  I 

ded  it  should  be  concealed   from  the  public  eye  for 

*'    It  must  have  been  discovered  to  the  public  eye  some 

or  other,  for  whenever  he  had  given  up  these  bonds  to 

]lompany  then  tliis  ostentation  must  be  great,  and  then 

)e8  not  accomplish  that  which  he  said  he  intended  to 

nplish,  naniely,  the  concealment  of  it  for  ever. 


Ktract  from  Mr.  Hastings*  letter  to  the  Chairman  of  the  court  of  Di- 
t,  dat«d  (;»M?ltenbam,  1  Ith  July,  1785.— Printed  in  the  *•  Minutes  of  the 
ice,*  p.  1 1  ri2. 
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HVnLtm,  Tliis  is  the  MDtluct  of  no  man  in  tite  vnirit)  iiut  a  nun 
who  inlendd  to  coaccal — who  tlocs  inteiMl  to  lake  the  wmej 
far  hiH  own  um-.  Do  never  diMuvere,  when  cnlled  upas  1^ 
hiH  mnntdnt,  whom  h«  got  it  from;  ho  kc«pa  eTeryUniii; 
in  Mcrecy  mid  iiiyct«r}-.  He  nover  duMXiveri  \l  but  to  tm 
momuQt  of  ilintrcM,  und  then  he  dcMrcK  yon  to  fioaelode  ifaH 
lie  intcndcKl  nil  this  money  (or  the  Corapuny's  um-. 

"  A*  (u  llie  iiiLuiiirr  in  whidi  thrwi  lums  hni'o  Itoan  iTXp«>n'ln)  [ll' 
rcAiteiiiw  whic-li  I  Iiavo  m»iU  i)f  it  in  the  oceonijianjinR  OMXiunt  Id  tk 
wvenl  aomiintn  t»  wkicb  thi^'  ore  crodiud,  iriidcn  tay  otiwv  ■pwA 
(^littn  iif  it  unntvi-jiHuy ;  licutlv*  tlutl  tliocc  tccounti  cttlirr  hare  in  ail 
bkvo  rrcciml  a  much  Mrongei  Milhcnticatiuii]  thui  Any  that  I  fi«lil(!in 

Ho  menus  hy  tlmt  Mr.  T^arkina'  Affidaoit;  — 

"  Why  thwn  kiuim  v/cn  taken  Ujr  me  [why  thny  ww*,  eiMpt  ill 
■cmnil.  qiiktl;  tnuiirrrKtl  to  thi:  Cuio|iiuiy'H  u«,  wh;  bond*  woc  bin 
for  tlir  flril.  mil  nut  fuc  the  n-sl.  nuKht,  were  this  uiKMcr  to  lir  nydnl 
Ui  the  riew  iif  lliL-  [iiiblja.  ftimi»h  a  mrirty  «f  ctiigcvltito  t"  whieb  « 
wuuhl  1k<  uf  Utttu  lUKi  (u  rejily,"  * 

If  Mr.  Ua^liiisa  meant  to  guard  against  the  impotaBoi 
of  hitvitig  tnkfiii  tn&t  money  to  hia  own  ue«,  he  would  ban 
pitrHutid  It  diflei-ont  conduct :  hut,  if  he  iDtcnikil  ii>  takt  !t 
for  hiH  own  use,  he  woidd  hnvc  pursued  prcci^y  iheraft- 
duct  he  hafi  done.  Will  yuu  hclivvu  it  man  when  ho  Kiam 
mid  tella  you,  —  "  I  have  ooiitnidict«d  myeclf  five  tiio«: 
Mr.  IjnrkinM  had  contradicted  huth  himfipjf  untl  mo  thras 
-  timcM :  I  httvc  concealed  everything,  and  yet  I  have  tuU  yOn 
I  have  disclosed  everythin!^:  I  have  evoflcil  cwerything  tlrt 
could  tlirow  li^lit  upon  the  hasineu ;  and  tt6w,  when  yM 
a.ik  me  for  my  rcaMin*,  1  cannot  tell  my  rtauooi:  piK 
Bihly,  tlieae  might  ho  my  rtMUons — [WRtihly,  stioui  othoai  !■' 
do  not  know  what  they  were;  but  1  desire  that  yon  i^' 
helievo  me,  w  ho  have  hoco  guilty  of  all  thia  )^tom  of  fisd 
tind  artifice,  that  I  did  not  intend  that  which  tt  U  ptoiauA 
munifcst  J  'lid  intend ;  but  tlmt  you  will  believe  1  diA 
intend  that  which  all  my  conduct  givca  a  total  and  ooropblt 
lie  to  ?"     Ho  Bays, — 

"  WcK  youT  hoDOunl>ln  ennrt  to  (juration  me  nnon  tJica>  poUki. 
[  I  would  Bnjwor,  that  the  luni*  were  token  for  the  (?-oiiipany'i  benjt. 
at  timM  in  vhiob  the  Comiiany  vrav  much  noodcd  thomi  tlul  < 
(^ithnr  chose  to  coaueolthi;  firnt  rccdiiU  (rom  public  curimity.  Wnrang  t 
tii)itil«  fi>r  the  Kmount,  or  pojuibly  oM^r)  without  any  ittubol  ilflV 
which  iRV  niuinury  l'uuIU  at  this  diiitancf  i>r  time  verity ;  taii  thtt  I  M 
niit  think  it  worth  my  i*re]  to  observe  the  same  aieanti  with  the  rA'l 


*  LMtCT  or  Mr.  Ilaatiefn  lu  Uie  court  of  DiraotiiM,  >lat*d  29d  M»y.  t TH' 
Printvd  in  till) "  MinulM  of  tlie  Evidniw,'' p.  ItU. 
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Now,  you  are  to  suppose  that  Mr.  Hastings,  who  tells  ^^  ^^i^oo. 
you  he  has  actod  without  any  studied  design,  involves  himself  J[''*.i'»'o'''''<- 
in  a  conduct  the  most  intricate,  tlie  most  artifical,  the  most  iinvinynVtHi 
fictitious^  that  any  man  in  the  world  ever  did ;  and  that  illiV,!""*  *^^'" 
this  is  the  way  that  Mr.  Hastings  acts,  as  he  tells  yoii^  when 
he   acts  without  any  design — that  when  he  acts  without 
any  design  his  conduct  is  double,  that  when  he  acts  with- 
out any  design    his    conduct  is  intricate,    that  when   ho 
acts  without  any  design  his  conduct  is  dark  ;  but  when  he 
acts  with  design, — and  I  wish  he  would  tell  us  when  he 
does  not  act  with  design, — all  is  clear  and  explicit.     He  tells 
you,  possibly  these  were  his  motives — whether  they  were  or 
not  he  does  not  know — and  that  they  may  have  esciiped  his 
memory.     That  letter  of  the  29th  of  November,  as  1  stated 
when  1  set  out,  was  so  far  from  a  letter  of  discoverj'  that  it 
was  a  letter  of  concealment. 

Now   I  come  to  another  sum  of  money, — I  mean  that  <^-aM  or  tiio 
sum  tliat  was  received   from  the   Nawab   of  Oudc.     That  cdvou  {vSIli 
was  a  sum  of  100,000/.,— and  in  a  very  few  words,  I  trust,  /,?  ouSr*' 
I  shall   satisfy  your  Lonlships  that  Mr.   Hastings  did  in-  ins  ini^i- 
tend,  as  long  as  he  could,  to  keep  that  money  to  his  own  k^IpH^^  it  to 
use.     Unquestionably,  he   made  a   discovery  of  that  sum,  '•"  *>«'"  "*-• 
but,  unquestionably,  he  had  a  good  reason  for  that  discovery, 
as  he  tells  you  himself.     In  his  letter  from  Cheltenham  he 
tells  the  court  of  Directors,  that,  when  fortune  threw  in  his 
way  a  sum  of  a  magnitude  too  great  to  be  concealed,  he 
thought  it  was  best  to  discover  it.    So  long  its  the  sums  were  of 
X)  small  an  amount  that  they  could  be  concealed,  lie  thought 
it  a  convenient  way  to  take  bonds  for  them  and  keep  them 
iiimself ;   but  it  was  necessary  that  he  should  go  another 
way  to  work  when  they  were  of  a  magnitude  too  great  to  be 
soncealed.     Accordingly,  in  January  1782,  he  writes  tliis 
etter  to  the  court  of  Directors  :  — 

••  Hon.  Sire, — While  the  Vizier  was  at  Chunar,  an  offer  of  a  considcr- 
ble  Slim  of  money  was  made  me  on  the  part  of  tlie  Nabob  and  his 
ainisters  [as  a  present.  I  accepted  it  without  hesitation  and  f^ladly, 
cing  entirely  aestitute  both  of  means  and  credit,  whether  for  your 
errioey  or  the  relief  of  mv  own  necessities.  This  donation  was  not  made 
I  specie,  but  in  bills,  which  have  been  in  part  only  and  tardily  reaUzed, 
nog  dran'n  on  the  house  of  Gopaul  Doss,  who  was  at  tnc  time  u 
ruoner  in  the  hands  of  Chcet  Sinj?.  The  remainder  is  in  the  course  of 
ijment,  and  I  make  no  doubt  of  its  beinj?  i)aid.  ^^'hat  I  have  recei\'ed 
u  been  laid  out  in  the  public  service.  The  rest  shall  be  a])i)lied  to  the 
account.    The  nominal  sum  is  ten  locks  of  ni})ce3  of  tnc  currency 
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it  Fu.  iTM  ot  Ondt.     A>  naou  m  the  wholi!  ks  oO'mpletcd  I  will  bmBiant  t*}v 

R  Cuthful  aoaiunt  uf  it,"J' 

Antl  then  h«  goes  oa  and  b«ga  the  Company  lu  give  hioi 
thnl  «um  to  Itim^clf. 

nuadiRti-        Your  Li)nl«hi]ii  nru  Ui  tnkfi  nloog  with  yuu  Uut  iiw 

l^'irJi^'  Biim  urntn:^nitiiilc  too  ^rciuttolwvonccalod; — &tr.  llaeliogl 
*JU;Jl^i'  has  said  BO  liiinaolf ;  — and  thu  best  wny  fif  getting  a  «um  14 
rtiioV  At'lf.  (vliich  ii4  of  a  niagniindo  too  great  to  lie  conceJe^ 
is  li]  niik  it  uader  an  sppcarance  of  poverty,  nntl  to  ttMie  liv 
«um  to  be  precarious  in  ita  receipt.  Aco<jrdiii»)y,  jmof. 
Ijordshipi*  will  see  that  thia  oocuunt  lelU  the  UiroctcO^ 
|'«run.rm  iMMEily.  thm  it  vum  in  bilU  drawn  upon  the  house  of  Qon 
I  *•**  "**  Doss,  who  WOK  u  priHoncr  in  tii«  hauda  of  Chcyt  Sine;  tU 
it  wait  in  pm't  nod  only  tardily  rPAliiied.  Tlie  idea  which  h 
means  tu  convoy  to  his  tnEUtcrit,  luid  the  idua  that  hcconw^ 
U\  the  mind  of  yoiu"  Lordshiiia  wht-n  you  read  it,  u  Hai,—. 
that  it  was  a  sum  for  nhicli  he  had  a  security  in  hishaw^ 
but  a  security  nf  a  precarious  nature;  and,  wo  all  kttaWi 
mtinkind  more  eiwily  part  with  that  whioh  is  invctrioacil 
itM  rcalituktioH  than  tlmt  which  la  nctuully  cash  in  tlie^ 
handu, 

Now,  what  is  tho  fact  as  to  this?  At  the  tune  wbi 
„  he  wrote  this  letter  of  the  Mth  nf  Januiiry  frotu  PatH^ 
Mr.  Haiitings  had  received  »O,O00/.  of  that  uouny  and  ha 
it  in  bin  pocket;  at  the  time  when  he  titatc-t  that  it  «tt 
iu  piirt  only  and  tardily  realiecd — at  the  time  irhcs  M 
hfllai  out  to  them  that  it  w(uj  a  chance  whether  it  w 
recoverable— he  had  9C,000/.  out  of  the  KW.IMJW.  in  i 
pockei  Would  it  not  have  been  more  fair,  siinplo,  pbik 
til  have  Maid, — "  It  1.^  trite  I  have  reucirerl  these  bilu.  I 
thoujfht  they  might  be  bodiidi  hills  at  iirst,  hut  theyb 
turned  out  extremely  good.  We  cannot  lose  much— 
have  90,000/.  out  of  the  lOO.OOO?.?"  That  would  l«ve  tod 
the  fair  way  of  stating  it ;  but  then  the  Company  might  ni 
have  been  so  ready  to  listen  to  his  plea  of  ])ovurty,  aod  N 
give  it  hill). 
E'l^tai  Having  stated  that,  let  me  put  your  Lunlsbipa  io  i 

I  pmfimiitl^   aldu,  of  Uio  date  of  thh  letter-     The  sum  of  niom^,  , 

.  Lordships  know,  waa  received  in  the  moolb  of  Septenbt^ 
when  the  Wnzir  wits  at  Chunar;  from  the  month  of  S  " 
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Kjr  to  the  20th  of  January,  he  keeps  it  .1  dead  secret  iofkb.  1790. 

all  his  colleagues.  This  letter  did  not  leave  Bengal 
he  1st  of  March.  It  is  five  months  before  he  first  con- 
jnds  to  tell  his  masters  anything  of  the  transaction  ;  for, 
gh  the  letter  bears  date  upon  the  20th  of  January,  yet, 
;  did  not  leave  Calcutta  till  the  1st  of  March,  the  first 
int  the  Directors  have  of  it  is  an  account  that  may  fairly 
ated  to  be  dated  upon  the  Ist  of  March.  But  that  is 
dl ;  your  Lordships  are  to  look  at  the  singular  date  of 
\  letters,  and  make  it  coincide  with  some  formidable  cir- 
itances  that  occurred  at  the  same  time.  When  was  the 
\  taken  ?  Upon  the  14th  of  January.  When  were  the 
of  treasures  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Middleton  and  the 
ab?  Upon  the  14th  of  January.  Had  Mr.  Hastings 
nunicatcd  to  the  court  of  Directors,  that,  at  a  time 
1  the  Wazir  was  thirty  lacs  of  rupees  in  debt  to  them, 
ad  made  an  offer  to  him  of  100,000/.?  Mr.  Hastings 
r  they  would  have  spumed  at  it ;  that  they  would 
told  him, — "  How  can  you  have  the  audacity  to  take 
)00/.  from  a  man  who  you  know  is  200,000/.  or  300,000/. 
bt  to  us?  Carry  it  to  the  account  of  our  debt."  He 
I  and  conceals  the  transaction  till,  by  his  fraud  and 
nee,  the  Nawab's  debt  was  paid  with  the  plunder  of  the 
ims:  then  he  thinks  it  possible,  that,  in  the  moment  of 
Qg  their  own  debt  j)aid,  they  may  consent  that  he  should 
a  share  in  their  plunder.  Therefore,  seven  days  after 
ig  the  Kella,  Mr.  Hastings  communicates,  for  the  first 

a  transaction  wliicli  happened  five  months  before.  I 
I  then  I  state  fairly,  when  I  state  that  Mr.  Hastings' 
ealment  of  that  sum  and  of  the  mode  of  receii)t  afford 
r  inference  that  he  intended  to  take  that  money  for  his 

UfiC. 

It  that  is  not  all  the  observation  that  arises  ujion  that  Pamic  of 
r.     I  shall  desire  your  Lordships  to  refer  yourselves  to  5rdrc«!ivcd'^ 
ienares  Narrative.     You  will  there  see  an  ostentatious  f,i  Sli'^ScT* 
le  of  every  little  aid  Mr.  Hastings  received  while  at  }\^.'2^^*'"™' 
lar.      Your   Lordships   will  see  terms  of  the  highest 
gyric  [lavished]  u[)on  a  man   who  lent  him   a  lac   of 
es :  he  pours  forth  as  much  praise  as  he  possibly  could 
80  bountiful  and  beneficent  a  citizen.     Upon  another 
lent  him  40,000  rupees,  he    is  equally   lavish  of  his 
zyric :  he  feels  it  as  a  strong  impression  of  gratitude ; 
ID  the  whole  course  of  that  Benares  Narmtive,  he  reverts 
e  praise  of  these  men  who  had  furnished  him  with  those 


2iJ'J  Offi  /if/tt/  of  the  Si.vih  Cliarffe-^^PrcseHts : 

••■  I .  '•'.  »:■'■'.  liulr  :lkl^.  >vliilo  !it  Cliunar  and  IJcnurctf.     I  am  to  sjliite  that 

\ .1 at  tlu'  timt'lK'  wrote  tlmt  IJciuirorr  Narrative,  he  had  actually 

i:U'r. ,'.';?..  riciivrd  ilirc'o  lacs  of  rupees — had  received  it  in  cash;  and, 
V\  ;"„•'"  yet,  not  one  wt»rd  of  the  Wazir's  name  occurs  in  it.  Will 
you  heliovc  that,  if  ho  had  intended  to  do  the  same  thing 
with  one  sum  of  money  a.««  with  the  other,  he  would  not  hare 
Ix'on  (Mjually  lavis*h  in  hi;?  praise  of  the  Wazir  as  he  was  of 
tlic  others 'r  It  is  an  inference  I  defy  the  human  mind  to 
rojK'l,  that  he  tlid  intend  to  employ  this  money  to  his  own 
u.-r.  .^ince  he  so  industriously  concealed  it  from  everybody; 
anil  when  he  wrote  this  letter  of  the  20th  of  January,  he 
never  <lisolosed  one  word  to  his  colleagues  about  the  tran*- 
aetion. 
i..ii.rvii:a.  Ilavin«i:  f.tated  this  to  your  Lordships,  the  only  other 
ii.LtM  t ,.     l^,^^^.,.  ^y]|^.ij  I   ]^Jly^^  f^  g^nt^*  13  that  letter  which  pves  an 

arctiunt  of  the  transaction  with  Nobkissin.  With  rc:5pect 
t(»  that  tran>aetion  he,  fairlv.  in  a  careless  wav,  tells  them,— 
K.|.i.-  I,  '•  I  have  rccL-ived  a  smn  of  money.  You  owe  me  a  sum  of 
.'.'ivriT;:V-!"  nioinv  (»n  <on\e  account  or  other" — and  he  gives  them  a 
''"'         loiri::  I)  "id  roll  «»f  iftf/is,     "  You  will  have  no  objeetiou  lo 


I  l"m>;irli..;i 
hi-**!'!. 


I'-l    \-i' 


;.'""]".'';•■  1'"^^  ^^'  pniviilc'l  I  can  <:et  it  from  somebody  and  take  it  to 
»  Mil..-'...     my  eir."     That  is  all  ihe  account  he  gives  of  the  transaction. 

From  ihat  tinu-  to  this,  no  more  account  of  any  sort  or  kind 

i'  t>^  1)/  ;4;»t  of  this  transaction  with  respect  to  Mr.  Hastings. 

(ill  tiM'  vi  :n*  17.^0,  when  there  ai)pears  a  letter  from 
■.».-  It. I.  •  ^Ir.  Lnrkiii--,  wl'.irh  is  t*ertaiidy  a  most  singular  production. 
i'l',';..','; ..  ■   M-.  '.aikliss  in  that  Utter  ha?  to  account, — iirst,  why  a  letter 

tjf  {hr  T2d  ul'  Mav  did  not  leave  Calcutta  till  the  16th of 

» 

niwnil'iM":  and  m-xt,  he  is  to  exjjlain  Mr.  Hastings'"  account 
<  i'  iho  :i2il  of  ;\Iav.  For  vour  Lonlshiiis  will  observe  that. 
ill  ihe  :;cooun1  of  the  22d  of  May,  there  appeal's  to  be  a  grogs 
smii  (»!'  ID  lacs,  (M.OOO  rupees,  received  by  !Mr.  Hasting?. 
The  if»)ns  i»f  th«'  account  contain  nothing  more  than  the 
iiiiii  -:  In  vJiich,  he  ^ays,  he  paid  them  over  to  the  Company: 
it  .-ays  nothin;::  <»f  tlie  tunes  of  receipt  or  of  the  persons 
hy    v.Ikhii    [)aid; — all   that    he   refer.'S   for    explanation  to 

y'ii>  •'.'=!'■  I  uliall  jiroduce  !Mr.  Larkins'  letter,  and  shall  only  obscrre 
'*'iil)>)n  iliat  Uiticrthat  he  has  not  given  a  complete  account: 
I'M.  as  hi!  slatt-'  himself,  he  ha.s  only  given  part  of  the 
:jc '(.iiiii.  He  ha:  not  stated  the  whole  aceount  of  sums 
necivcd  for  "Mr.  lla-tiu^fs,  but  only  an  account  of  those  sums 
wliich  I\Ir.  Hastings  stales  in  his  letter  of  the  22d  of  May; 
whether  there  were  more  or  fewer  he  does  not  tell,  but 


i 
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couiincs  himself  specifically  to  that  letter.  Next,  Mr.  Lar- lo  Fkb.  i7oi>. 
kins  was  not  in  possession  of  that  account.  Mr.  Larkins 
tells  you  that  one  account  was  kept  by  Cantoo  Baboo,  the 
other  acoount  was  kept  by  Mr.  Hastings'  private  munshi  or 
Persian  interpreter.  Then  Mr.  Larkins  only  gives  you  such 
parts  of  the  account  as  Cantoo  Baboo  chose  to  read  to  him, 
and  no  more.  There  might  be  fifty  pages  of  it  All  we  can 
say  is,  that  it  is  a  piece  of  the  account  which  Mr.  Larkins 
endeavours  to  explain  and  connect  with  the  account  given 
by  Mr.  Hastings  in  1782.  But  the  first  thing  he  does  is  to 
disclaim  affidavit  making, — he  having  been  a  little  severely 
handled  with  respect  to  the  affidavit  I  have  stated, — and  he 
declares  he  will  never  again,  voluntarily,  do  such  an  act. 
However,  I  sliall  have  occasion,  in  the  course  of  this 
business,  to  produce  another  voluntary  affidavit,  and  of 
Mr.  Larkins,  contradicting  his  voluntary  affidavit  o(  1782. 
But  he  is  to  explain  why  this  letter  of  the  22nd  of  May  iiis  exniana. 
never  left  Calcutta  till  long  after  the  Parliamentary  inquiry  delay  h/'**^ 
against  Mr.  Hnatinsrs  was  known.     It  seems  an  odd  time  of  «';'«i«trf»»ff 

•  •  ,..°  •1111  ^   n        •      ^Ir.HaNt- 

itd  comimir  but  it  is  necessary  it  should  be  accounted  for  m  ings' letter 

^       XT  J.     P       "i.  xi  •  of  the  23d 

some  way.     He  accounts  tor  it  this  way  : —  of  »iay. 

[•*The  particulars  of  the  ])aper  No.  1.  were  read  over  to  me  from  a 
Bengal  paper  bv  his  banyan,  Cantoo  Baboo  ;  and,  if  I  am  not  mistaken, 
the  three  iirst  hnes  of  that  Xo.  2.  were  read  over  to  nie  from  a  Persian 
pa|»er  by  his  moonshy.  llic  translation  of  these  particulars  made  by  me 
was,  as  [  verily  believe,  the  first  complete  memorandinn  that  he  ever 
posscsaed  of  them  in  the  English  language."]  * 

Tlicn  he  goes  on  to  say  that  he  would  not  carry  this  to 
the  secretary,  because  he  had  known  letters  lost  that  were 

T'ven  to  the  secretary, — *^  Upon  the  2l6t  August  I  fell  ill : 
sent  it  to  Mr.  Auriol ;  he  would  not  take  charge  of  it.  I 
was  unable  to  write :  I  sent  the  letter  by  iny  servant  to 
Mr.  Geo.  Nevill  Thompson,  Mr.  Hastings'  private  secre- 
tary/' Now  Mr.  Auriol  might  have  an  objection,  and  say  he 
would  not  send  a  letter  in  the  packet  which  bore  the  appear- 
ance of  a  private  letter  of  Mr.  Larkins ;  but,  when  Mr.  Lar- 
kins knew  that  the  person  who  made  it  up  would  refuse  it 
on  that  account,  why  did  he  not  say  to  Mr.  Auriol — **  It  is  not 
a  letter  of  mine  but  of  Mr.  Hastings ;  do  you  put  it  in  the 
packet  ?"  All  we  know  of  this  letter  is  this,  that  it  lies  in 
the  hands  of  George  Nesbitt  Thompson.  Why  it  is  kept 
in  his  hands — how  it  goes  out  of  his  hands — what  message 

♦  Letter  from  Mr.  Larkins  to  the  Chairman  of  the  court  of  Dircct<irf,  dated 
6Ch  August,  1786.     Printed  in  the  **  Minutes  of  the  Eyidencc  "  p.  1153. 


204 


OptniHtf  'if  the  SiitA  Charge  —Prtttnb: 


■  >t"-  WW  )iunt  witli  it — wo  il<i  out  knaw.     Mr.  Lvkiiv,  in  in- 

dcavuiirioij  to  CKjtlaia  why  tlib  Account  never  ctunc  iiQ  iBe 

IGth  oi'  Dccvmlicrf  never  tclla  \ia  one  wu»]  luore  lliaii  tin! 

UiB  Ivttcr  gcit  inti)  the  luincis  of  Mr.  tieorge  Nc«Utt  Ttioop- 

■on,  and  there  it  lay. 
'  Then  he  pruooeJs  to  tell  u^  which  i»  true,  thnt  thtiit  wia 

■Jttaj.  n  ahip  which  put  back  between  the  22n(l  of  May  aixltlie 

pending  the  letters  by  the  packet.      lie  might  huTO  Molil 

by  that,  but  he  Bays, — 

"  You  will  fio<l  that  thrre  ipm  no  lelter  from  tke  Board,  ur  ftoM  dlte 

of  the  HorrctATiei,  of  a  Inter  dftt«  thu  tbe  Vtb  of  >Ujr,  and  thirtfsedt 

(■■rkcl  WM  miiite  up  UiKt  ilaj." 

It  would  have  lieeii  indecent  in  Mr.  Iwirkina,  I  suppoM^n 
have  sent  a  letter  after  the  packet  «-n«  luiMie  up,  nitlwilli- 
standing  th«  vc««el  remained  there  till  tlte  ISlh  tiny  ofJuoK 
ilc  never  thoaf;ht  of  sending  it,  though  it  wan  so  nccc^-arj 
Tor  tho  orcdit  of  Mr.  Iliieting«,  Hut  it  is  not  tnie,  in  point  m 
fiict.  that  there  was  no  letter  of  a  later  date  than  the  ^lliii 
May,  fiir  there  was  one  of  the  13tb  of  May  ;  and  it  is  un  ia- 
conteatiblc  fact  that  that  vesecl  was  there  till  the  i3ciiaf 
June.  He  goea  on  to  give  a  good  I'eaaon  for  thi#,  that  Jii 
wn«  ha<Uy  manned  nnd  not  likely  lo  make  a  ihort  iKUMSa 
And,  therefore,  thia  «hip.  which  w»8  fnfRcient  to  carry  uv 
Company's  cargo,— which  wm  n  i^hip  sufficient  to  oirry  d 
the  acts  relative  to  the  department  of  the  euue, — »  ■* 
Huflieient  lo  rarry  ihts  important  letter  uf  tho  diseomy  <f 
Mr,  tla^ting^'  bribe  ;  and.  tliereforc,  it  if  kept  concealed  frff 
the  court  of  Directors  till  the  I6th  of  January  1782.  Aa4 
therefore,  I  have  a  right  to  take  it, — till  Mr.  Larkina  ulv^M 
luc  more  upon  tlie  euDJect, —  that  that  letter  was  not  iutiiediil 
to  be  .tent  till  it  actually  wue  rent. 
)•>'  Uut,  be  that  as  it  may.  he  goes  on  and  state*  to  yvK 
Lurdi>hipa  an  accoiiut  which  has  these  titles, — Dtnagvpov 
— I'atna — Nuddca.  Hu  endeavours  to  apply  all  lho«  twos 
eo  taken,  to  the  suidd,  more  or  Icae,  in  Mr.  liaatings'  acwiiBti 
I  shall  not  trouble  your  Lordships  with  going  mimitely  iala 
those  accounts  till  they  come  before  you  ;  but,  when  tboB 
accounts  are  produced  lo  your  Lordships,  I  ithAll  take  thi 
liberty  of  showing  you,  from  the  faoe  of  the  accounts  Uio*" 
selves,  thnt  I  have  considerable  reaiou  to  beliuvc  that  then 
is  not  one  sum  in  one  account  that  ha«  the  least  connodion 
with  or  relation  to  a  sum  tn  tho  other  accoaaL  Be  lluU  M 
it  may,  this  account  opens  another  field  to  yoor  LonhfaliBI 
for  wo  find  upon  this  account  that,  so  far  from  it  beuig'  tW 
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that  the  Company  was  in  difficulty  when  some  of  the  sums  lo  v eb.  nyo. 
were  taken,  they  were  taken  when  the  Company  was  in  tiu?  rmii- 
proaperity";    and,  as  to  some  of  those  sums  that  were  taken  SKIu^"^ 
irhcn  the  Company  was  in  distress,  you  will  find  that  they  Jj{Jn|,\Vere 
lay  for  near  two  years  in  the  hands  of  Gunga  Govind  Sing,  taken. 
At  the  time  when  the  Company  was  in  great  distress,  when 
the  Company  was  in  want  of  everything,  the  money  was 
lying  in  the  hands  of  Gunga  Govind  Sing,  and  was  only  paid 
over  when  he  chose  to  pay  it  over. 

But  that  is  not  all,  for  there  is  a  sum  of  money  lying,  otj*"*"""". 
for  what  I  know  not,  in  the  hands  of  Gunga  Govind  Sing,  nocountcd 
or  of  Mr.  Hastings,  which  is  the  same  thing  ;  for  Gunga  iS^ip  ojfnii 
Govind  Sing  and  Mr.  Hastings,  with  respect  to  these  trans-  g^ij^ 
actionts  are  one.     Gunga  Govind  Sing  was  his  agent :  what  iiands. 
18  received  by  his  agent  is  received  by  himself:  and  there  is  a 
Bum  of  12,000!.,  by  the  confession  of  this  agent,  which  is  still  in 
the  hands  of  Gunga  Govind  Sing;  and  a  sum  of  three  lacs  of 
rupees,  between  40,000/.  and  50,000/.,  not  at  all  accounted  for 
in  any  one  respect,  stated  in  this  account  to  be  received  by 
Mr.  Hastings  and  Gunga  Govind  Sing.      It  may  be  in  the 
hands  of  Gunga  Govind  Sing,  it  may  be  in  the  pocket  of 
Mr.  Hastings ;  whether  in  the  hand  of  the  one  or  in  the 
pocket  of  the  other,  is  of  no  consequence  to  me  :    I  charge  it 
upon  Mr.  Hastings  as  a  receipt  the  moment  it  is  paid  to 
Gunga  Govind  Sing. 

And  this  account  shows,  also,  the  uses  and  purposes  for  Uuin  of  tho 
which   this    committee    of  revenue   was   appointed ;    wliy  From  wmdi 
Gunga  Govind  Sing  was  set  over  them,  and  they   made  fil^IJ^'^j^ 
tools   in   Mr.  Hastings'  hands  to  plunder  those  provinces,  ^^^^y- 
Dinagepore   ruined ;    Patna  ruined  ;    NudJea,   as  I   have 
elated,  ruined.     Rajeshaye  was  ruined,  which  is  also  another 
province  contained  in  this  account.     Every  one  of  them  pro- 
vinces from  which  Mr.  Hastings  received  money. 

There  is  another  thing  which  I  have  to  state  to  your  Attompuni 

Lordships  upon  this  account  : — and  that  is  pretty  nairly  all  i',v'Mi"*ii2-" 

that  I  have  to  say  to  you.     Mr.  Larkins  is  extremely  struck  JJ^.J^i^ni^JT 

that  it  should  appear  upon   this  account  that  a  sum   of  "najrouiitwi 

12,000{.  was  actually  in  the  hands  of  Gunga  Govind  Sing,  (SJvimi  ""'^ 

and  a  sum  of  three  lacs  of  rupees  not  accounted  for  at  alU-  liaJJJjJ. 

securities  taken  for  it,  but  the  money  not  accounted  for — 

and  Mr.  Larkins  tells  you  that, — 

*'  Althoufj^h  Mr.  Hastings  was  extremely  dissatisfied  with  the  excuses 
Gunga  Govind  Sing  made  for  not  paying  [Mr.  Croftcs  the  sum  stated 
by  the  Poper  No.  I.  to  be  in  his  charge,  he  never  could  ohtain  from  liim 
any]  further  payments  on  that  account." 
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li.  in«M.."i.      Will  your   Lordships  believe  that    Gunga  Govhid  Slnir 
couhl  liavo  4*M)(H)/.  of  the  Company'**  money  in  hi^  hand? ; 
iM. !..u.  .1'   tlial    Mr.  lliistini^s  >?hoiihl  be  willinnc  to  take  that  40.UUO/. 
ini-Yii'iI-.r    iiom  him :    thai  he  should  be  extremely   anj^ry  forhi:<not 
iv  'ii!i..ii  ..f  P*^vinij  it ;  and  that,  in  s])itc  of  all  he  could  do,  he  never  coiild 
iij.  lu.iicv.    make  him  jmy  it  i     The  thing  is  incredible  of  itself:  it  can- 
not bo,  it    is  not,  true:    and    I   state  why  it  is  not  true, 
because   Mr.  Hastings,  so  far  from  being  dissatisfied  with 
Guuiia  (Tovind  Sing,  poured  out  all  the  tre:isures  of  the 
Company  upon  liim  before  he  left  Bengal.       The  last  act  of 
his  administration  was  a  most  lavish  panegyric  on  that  man: 

iiK|..m..     the  last  act  of  his  administration   was  a  most  wanton  pro- 

^'%  I'll'  I'll  ' 

iMm-'.HJo.  fusicm  of  treasure  to  reward  that  man,  AVill  you  belieTC 
^» iiMiTliv'.  that,  at  that  time,  that  man  owed  the  Company  oO,000f., 
»!i;:  hull:.,     yy]^\^,\^  ^jj.    Hustiugs  corruptlv  concealed?      Why  did  not 

Mr.  Hastings  deliver  over  Gunga  Govind  Sing  as  a  public 
defaulter  to  Sir  .lohu  Macpherson  ?  Mr.  Hastings  left  the 
jLC«»vernment  and  Sir  John  Macpherson  in  perfect  ignorance 
ot'  the  debt.  Did  he  leave  Gunga  Govind  Sing  in  disgnce 
a<  a  defaulter?  He  left  him  with  a  public  panegyric  for  hi* 
abilitiis:  ho  left  him  with  a  public  reward  for  his  fidelity : 
and  at  that  very  time  that  man,  so  far  from  deserving  well 
of  the  Company,  was  actually  keeping  50,000/.  from  them, 
and,  for  out^ht  1  know,  is  keeping  it  from  them  at  this  vciy 
inoHient.  Mr.  1  lastings  says : — '*  I  cannot  leave  the  country 
without  rewarding  my  servants.  Gunga  Govind  Sing  lius 
-tuck  bv  me  in  all  mv  i»erils :  he  has  been  laitliful  when  my 
eiumtrynien  wore  faithless.  They  looked  to  the  English 
(iovernment ;  they  looked  to  those  in  whom  the  Parliament 
of  this  country  have  put  power  and  authority.  He  never  cast 
his  eyes  off  the  person  of  the  Governor:  he  looked  to  met 
and  me  :done,  through  all  my  difHculties.  I  owe  him  a 
grojit  reward:  justice,  gnititude,  and  even  policy  demand  it." 
ii.uasiii  These  are  his  words.  Policy,  indeed,  did  demand  it,  but 
Ilmiii^;'"';!,.*''  »^  was  the  policy  of  concealment;  he  was  in  the  power  of 
MiiiisiiiL'.  Gunga  C'ovind  Sing,  and  he  rewarded  him  in  order  to 
conceal  it.  Why  did  he  not,  else,  deliver  over  Gunga 
(Jovind  Sing  as  a  public  defaulter?  He  kept  Sir  J<An 
Mticpherson  and  the  succeeding  Council  in  ignorance.  This 
is  the  man  wlunn  he  thinks  it  is  wise,  prudent  and  politicfllf 
to  reward  :  this  is  the  man  whom  Mr.  Larkins  would  liatc 
you  conceive  that  Mr.  Hastings  was  angry  with.  The  only 
spark  of  Mr.  Hastings'  anger,  that  I  can  find,  ia  a  publM 
panegyric  and  a  public  reward ! 


speech  of  Mr.  Anstruther.  267 

I  shall  now  conclude  what  I  have  to  say  with  merely  i^JPEn-iruo. 
reminding  your  Lordships  that  I  have  stated  the  original  iiccapituia- 
ordcrs  of  the  Company  with  respect  to  the  letting  of  the  ^**^"* 
lands ;  that  I  have  stated  tlie  orders  of  the  Company  and 
the  opinions  of  Mr.  Hastings  with  respect  to  all  tlie  various 
duties  in  tliat  department;  that  I  have  shown  to  your 
LfOrdfihips  all  those  duties  transgressed,  all  those  orders  dis- 
obeyed, a  new  government  established,  inefficient  to  all  good 
purposes  and  efficient  to  all  bad  ones ;  and  I  have  stated  to 
your  Lordships  a  country  ruined  and  oppressed  under  his 
mismanagement ;  and  further,  that  in  that  country,  so  ruined 
and  so  oppressed  under  his  mismanagement,  in  every  part 
where  you  find  oppression,  knavery  and  fraud,  you  find 
that  Mr.  Hastings  took  a  sum  of  money.  Connect  all 
these  together,  either  as  aggravations  of  the  original  offence 
or  as  specific  charges  of  themselves,  and  I  defy  Mr.  Hastings 
to  be  acquitted  of  them. 

Your  Lordships  have  been  told  that  the  country  of  Bengal  Reprcscnta. 
is  flourishing.     It  may  be  under  the  good  government  of  one  statlj^of 
of  your  Lordships ;  but  much  did  Mr.  Hastings  leave  for  £if!Scora- 
one  of  your  Lordships  to  execute  :  a  severe  task  he  imposed  ^^*"** 

Xn  him,  after  all  the  oppressions,  after  aU  the  ravages, 
r  all  the  ruin,  occasioned  by  those  corrupt  acts.  He  w^as 
sent  to  govern  a  discontented  i)coplc,  a  ruined  country,  an 
oppres.«ed  nation  :  I  believe  most  cordially  that  he  lias 
governed  it  honestly  and  that  he  is  governing  it  well:  I 
have  every  reason  to  believe  that  he  is  acting  in  every 
respect  the  contrary  to  what  Mr.  Hastings  did;  but  I  know 
he  has  described  himself  to  be  in  an  arduous  and  difficult 
situation  indeed ;  for,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  the  court  of 
Directors  and  the  Company,  he  tells  them, — 

"  I  shall  unquestiDTiiibly  do  my  utmost  ciulenvoiir  to  execute  your 
wise  anil  beneficent  intentions.  But  I  have  u  difficult  task,  for  in  what 
situation  do  I  find  the  country !  No  doubt  it  will  be  ha])py  for  the 
country  of  Den^^al — if** — what? — "if  the  principal  landholders  and 
traders  of  that  country  shoidd  be  again  restored  to  a  situation  in  which 
thev  may  be  able  to  live  with  decency,  and  to  maintain  their  families 
with  respect."* 


•  The  letter  of  Lord  Comwallis  here  quoted  ftv>m  is  dated  on  the  2nd 
of  August,  1789,  and  was  printed  for  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  month  of 
March,  1790.     Tlu-  following  are  the  pa^isagos  referred  to;— 

••  The  humane  and  liberal  sentiments  which  dictated  the  instructions  upon 
which  the  present  plan  is  founded,  will  prompt  you  to  receive  the  highest 
gratification,  if  my  hopes  of  its  pnnlucing  wealth  and  happiness  to  the  intelli- 
gent and  industrious  part  of  the  individuals  of  this  country  shall  be  realised. 
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*•  Whii  luifMiACcI  ihut  Mvcre  Ijisk  upon  iKitt  n(ibl«  Lotili 
"Who  left  liitn  lo  rc^ttm  iho  principul  lantlholilcn  of  lb« 
cuuntry  In  n  stutc  of  dt^o^ncy  'i     Mr,  Uwlings  JmI  rII  (bat 

^  nots^  Air.  Hiwlinrrfl  pulled  down  that  fnbrtc,  nnd  Idi  it  to  Ihi 
nbility.  liODour  and  integrity,  of  that  noble  Lord  to  rcbuiU 
But  It  is  n  lamvntnblc  ttiin^.  that  a  country  which  hubna 
uiulcr  our  f^ovorniucTit  eo  lonj;  diould  be  reduced  toiuA* 
stntc,  thnt  the  utmost  that  uiio  of  the  ablest  and  iDndlinrel%Bii' 
of  your  Loi-dshipa  o^uld  hope  to  do  is  to  restore  the  priiK^ 
Inndholdera  and  traders  of  thftt  couQtty  to  u  "  eittuitina  ii 
which  they  may  be  nhle  to  lire  witJi  deceiK^  and  to  nuiBln 
thuir  families  with  res|K!Ct."  What  doea  lie  Mate  further  ;—*' 
find  an  opuleut  coutitTy?" — No! — "n  flnuTwhtf)};  ooimtrrl 
— No  I — "  I  find  n  country  ruined  «wl  opprcescd  ;  I  find  ewy 
princijjiU  zaininditr," — I  u»o  hi«  own  words, — "  I  find  ctbJ 
Diidy,  except  the  sarrefs  and  banyii*,  itdvMicing  hasttly  to 
atnic  of  poverty  and  wretehodROM^**  Why  aire  tl>e  taintf 
nnd  the  r<nrr»rD  tho  only  persons  wbo  arc  not  "  ikdrua^ 
hastily  to  n  state  of  poverty  nnd  wretcbnlnuM  'f  All  tM 
protected  people  of  sir.  Ilnotingfl  are  banyiiii,  tuqirvr«  ni 
tax-gatherers;  tbey  are  the.  only  ridi  uien  in  that  oMUilijI 
to  Fuch  n  sttunltofi  hiiA  Mr.  Haxlin)^  rcdiicol  it ! 

Witli  rexpcct  to  Bounrcs  he  Mtatce,  whnt,  in  another  |uiV 
will  come  more  properly  and  fully  before  your  Ijiordahl|»— 
tlmr,  from  the  event  ul  the  cxpulniou  of  C'beyl  Sing>  il  h" 
hocii  in  .in  uiiifomi  state  of  decline  in  uiaaufncture,  ign- 
culture  and  commerce. 

These  are  all  tho  acts  of  Mr.  IIa.<ttings;  and  Id, 
home  upon  him  the  prineiple  which  produced  all  ihfid 
inoovationii  and  all  that  dcetruction.    It  originated  m  OM^ 

II  ruption :  for  oorruptiou  the  provincea  were  eold  ;  by  «•■ 

■  ruption  the  provinces  were  oppressed.     Yet,  we  hnve  ncatJ, 


And.  indi'pciidi'Ql  of  ollotbcr  eoniiderBtinaii,  I  ran  umre  yna  iiitjH  bc«f  M 
uimnixlintHirfanw  IVirpranioting  ihu  Holid  interMlB  of  Ihe  (''inip^n^,  llalM 

Sriiicipd  kudlioldvn  und  tntden  {o  the  interior  porla  of  i!ic  connity  A 
V  rMtorod  10  luch  clrciinuitanca  m  to  piublc  th«m  to  nipport  ilicir  fin 
with  dcccnej-,  mil  to  nialnl.iin  iheir  fnnilliM  with  iv»pect."  ^_ 

'■  I  Mn  torry  to  be  obliged  to  mjr  tbu  ■gricullnrr  noj  IntirrnBl  comnifHl 
lut*  for  iiiiDv  yevn  be«n  grKduDlly  dMlinlng,  and  thtii  nt  prvseot,  cm*|44 
theciuu  of  lilirafft  and  bsnluu,  who  rv>id«ajinoM  «ilu«l<r  icgrvsi  (ii>iw,lU 
inhabltjuiw  of  th*iM.>  prnvinr**  an;  adTMcing  luwiily  to  n  inotnl  «i»»  * 
pnverij  and  wtvtchedno*.  Id  Ibb  dcMriplinn  I  mum  Ktm  indndc  d 
every  wmindBr  in  Ihc  Cnrnpuiy'*  t«trluitl*«.  *lilcli,  tbuusli  it  mail  h>*« 
partly  oceMianei!  by  ihvlr  nwn  Induli-ncv  uid  txtrav^gmee,  I  ain'ai'raid  ■ 

nlin  be  in  a  frn   ""'    "   ' 

inBa>II«miiin(," 


o  dttribntcd  t 


Ibc  dcl<?cu  itf  01 


■  fomnr  tj*e»d. 
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I  other  places,  that,  if  your  revenues  were  secure,  if  your  ic  fed.  179ft. 
)untry  was  safe  and  prosperous,  if  Bengal  was  happy  and  easy,  tondTTsuc- 
;  is  madness  and  folly  to  try  Mr.  Hastings  by  the  standard  ^^eramtmt. 
f  humanity  and  justice:  we  have  been  told  that  he 
lay,  and  that  he  must,  violate  all  the  laws  of  God  and 
ature,  or  that  he  must  run  counter  to  all  the  principles  of 
Lsiatic  government.  I  join  issue  with  that  sort  of  defence 
liat  has  been  made  for  him.  I  defy  his  Counsel  to  prove 
iiat  there  was  either  safety,  happiness  or  prosperity.  I 
tatc  that  the  foundation  upon  which  that  defence  stands 
ills  to  the  ground.  The  country  was  not  safe,  happy, 
•rosperous,  under  his  government  Corruption  caused  un- 
iippiness ;  corruption  caused  inhumanity  ;  corruption  caused 
AJutftice ;  corruption  caused  the  violations  of  the  laws  of 
yod  and  of  nature :  and  I  am  yet  to  learn  in  what  part  of 
he  world  it  is  to  be  found — in  what  species  of  philosophy 
^e  are  to  discover — that  inhumanity,  injustice,  violations  of 
he  laws  of  Qod  and  nature,  can  tend  to  the  happiness  and 
imspcrity  of  the  people.  God  has  not  so  constructed  the 
ini verse.  It  cannot  be.  Point  out  a  spot  upon  the  globe 
rhere  injustice  and  inhumanity  prevail  in  the  government, — 
fhere  violations  of  the  laws  of  God  and  nature  prevail, — 
Old  I  will  point  you  out  a  miserable,  unhappy,  dejected, 
lificordant  and  destroyed,  people.  I  will  point  you  out  the 
>eople  of  Dinagepore ;  I  will  point  you  out  the  people  of 
ilajeshaye ;  I  will  point  you  out  the  people  of  Behar ;  I  will 
x)int  you  out  every  one  province  from  which  Mr.  Hastings 
xx>k  money.  The  violations  of  the  Liws  of  God  and  nature, 
n  a  government,  must  inevitably  be  attended  with  the 
inhappiness  of  the  people. 

h^But  will  tlie  defenders  of  Mr.  Hastings,  who,  I  know,  have 
ngenuity  and  talents  to  discover  any  defence — who  have 
ndustry  to  make  the  most  of  it  and  eloquence  to  adorn  it — 
irill  they  join  issue  upon  that  defence,  and  admit  that  he 
las  violated  the  laws  of  God  and  nature,  and  yet  contend 
iiat  the  country  has  been  safe,  happy  and  prosperous,  and 
las  been  advantageously  governed  ?  I  should  say  it  must 
lavc  been  from  some  circumstances  independent  of  the  viola- 
ion  of  the  laws  of  God  and  nature  that  they  were  happy. 
[n  80  far  as  the  laws  of  God  and  nature  were  violated,  was 
o  much  taken  out  of  the  scale  of  their  happiness  and 
irosperity. 

I  may  be  told  that  they  cannot  be  governed  otherwise.  pi«j  of  nc- 
jhxl  forbid  that  that  should  be  said  to  your  Lordships !     I  uu»cnipu^ 
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1''  *''^'"''"  know  tliiit  the  h\irnc(l  Counsel  will  not  tell  your  Lordships 
ioiiNir.i\.ni.  that  it  nuist  bo  f^overncd  so:    they  will  not  tell  you  that  it 
I'l'i.iii.'"       iiui.-t  be  governed  with  inhumanity  and  injustice.     I  know 
thi'V  will  not.     It'  it  cannot  be  jxoverned  without  inhuiuaiiitv 
and  injustice,  in  Goers  name,  abandon  the  country ;  for  it  i? 
l)(tti?r  tliat  yt»u  should  abandon  it  than  that  you  should  state, 
as  a  iletcnce  to  any  inhuman  act,  that  the  country  cannot  be 
ir<»verni'<l  without  inlnunanity  and  injustice.     It'  you  wcro  t«« 
aiMjuit  him  upon  ilie  necessity  of  violatincf  the  laws  of  (iol 
smcl  nature,  you   would  establish  t\  principle  ten  thouj-and 
times  more  important  than  the  lives  of  ten  thousand  Mr. 
IIa^tinu:^'s:  for  v«hi  would  establish  this,  that  cvcrv  fuliire 
(lovernor  of  India  may  rob  and  plunder  as  he  pleases, — may 
commit   eveiy  act  of  injustice,  of  inhumanity,  and  \*iulate 
rvery  hiw  of  (Jod  and  nature, — and  yet  be  accpiitted  when  he 
«*ome-   h«»me,  and  i.'ven  receive  applause  for  his  conduct.    I 
know   yon  never  can  sanction  such  principles  if  they  ?1k»uW 
br  nrtred  bcfon*  voii.     Willi  this  observation  I  leave  it. 
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SPEECH  OF  THE  RT.  HON.  CHARLES  JAMES  FOX, 
MANAGER  FOR  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
IN  SUMMING  UP  THE  EVIDENCE  ON  THE 
SIXTH,  SEVENTH  AND  FOURTEENTH,  AR- 
TICLES OF  THE  CHARGE,  RELATING  TO  PRE- 
SENTS ;  7  Jl'nk,  1790. 

My  Louds, — The  Managers  for  the  Commons  have  been  7  JncR  1700. 
plcaacd  to  lay  upon  me  the  difficult  and  arduous  task  of 
samniing  up  to  your  Lordships,  and  of  observing  upon,  that 
great  variety  of  evidence  whicli  we  have  submitted  to  your 
Liord:<(hips,  during  the  course  of  the  List  and  present  sessions 
of  Parliament. 

My  Lords,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  imputed  to  any  desire  of  oiaimou 
personal  attention  or  of  personal  distinction,  if  I  do  solicit  ihe^court!* 
your  Lordship?,  most  eagerly  and  most  earnestly,  to  give 
me  all  the  attention  which  the  subject  requires,  considering 
rather  the  importance  of  the  information  which  I  shall 
Bubmit  to  your  Lordships  for  your  judgment,  than  the  de- 
fective manner  in  which  it  is  likely  to  be  stated  to  your 
Lordships. 

I  know,  my  Lords,  that  in  past  times  there  have  been 
orators  who  had,  justly  perhaps,  a  confidence  in  their  talents 
and  abilities,  which  allowQil  expressions  and  modes  of  think- 
ing which,  undoubtedly,  I  should  be  as  absurd  as  vain  if  I 
couhl  possibly  entertain.  I  know  that  no  less  a  person  than 
Cicero,  speaking  to  judges,  has  said — all  he  desired  from 
them  was  integrity  and  honour,  for  as  to  listening  to  him 
[he  would  be  responsible  for  securing  their  attention.]  *  I 
am  precisely  in  the  contrary  situation,  which  is,  to  request  of 
your  Lordships,  what  I  shall  be  unable  to  enforce  without 


*  The  quotation  is  apparently  from  the  Oration  against  Verrcs,  but  no  pas- 
has been  met  with  exactly  ap^eeing  with  the  sentiment  expressed  by  it. 
Perhaps  the  fuIIowin<?  sentences,  occurring  at  the  commencement  of  the  First 
Oration,  may  have  been  in  tlie  Manager's  mind  when  he  was  si)eaking : — 
"  Ego  caiisam  sic  agam,  Judices,  ejusmodi  res  ita  notas,  ita  testatas,  ita 
mmgnas,  ita  manifestos,  i>roferam,  ut  nemo  a  vobis  conetur  contendere.  .^  .  . 
Ita  ret  a  me  agetur  ut,  in  eorum  consiliis  omnibus,  non  modo  aures  hominum 
Md  etiam  oculi  populi  Romani  interesse  videantur.  .  •  .  .  Propter  hoe, 
Judices,  pcto,  ut  in  hoc  judicio  nemo  improbus«  pncter  com  qui  jampridem 
iBTcntusest,  reperiatur." 
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S7a  Simm'jtg  of  EvidtMt  »n  Qth,  1th  and  14/A,  Clarg 

"-the  indulecnM  aiid  iuumIraoc  of  your  LonLfliipri,  aa  illta- 
lioD  tn  tvuiit  I  rhall  tny  befure  you.  If  your  Lordnfaiiii  ^ 
me  tliat  iDtluIgcnC'C,  and  that  boon  ot  Uetonitu,'  wiUi  Ac 
nttcnliou  wlucli  tliu  Hubjtrct  dv#L*rvc«,  bnt  wliiub  I  have  ■> 
nieaiu  of  enl'oi-cln^;,  I  aavc  no  doubt  aftcrwunU  of  vim 
Lorddbi|>V  jiidgmcot,  knowing  jour  Lordships'  inlt^li, 
mid  iwrlmn  that  the  fucU  which  I  state  luust  tend  lu  Ike 
roncliiMii'Dv  which  I  must  desire  you  to  draw  from  lluun. 
My  Lords  in  the  ]>oint  of  that  object  of  clmwin<ratlt:BtMi, 

I.  I,  midoubtcdly,  come  iU»i>  under  di(Bu]vun(»g<u  pccuHsr  ts 
this  cauac;  nut  only  that  I  folJovr  tho^c  who  hive  hen 
more  able  to  iUuDtntto  the  Bubjcct«  which  they  hare  trolt<L 
and  luiT^  bitCD  more  nble  to  dmw  your  hMcdUoo  to  Ibtflii 
but,a1no,  in  the  nature  of  thcsubjecte  themselvea.  For, m it 
nAen  tm{>|ienfl  (hnt  the  most  beautiful  and  striking  tUtdt 
In  nnturct  un:  produced  by  causes  very  dlfrt.-r<:nt  froin  th( 
oncct<<  tlicntsolves,  so  it  hiis  hnjipc-ned,  in  Ihifi  iireiil  liufi- 
new,  thnt  thoee  striklug  objects  which  hnvi;  bc>i:n  ■drt^r 
diapliiycd  to  your  Lonlehips.— jii  *oihc  of  which  I  hnvc  W 
my  unworthy  share — were  obji^ct*  euch  as  nntaraUy  un- 
roandcd  tho  attention  of  this  Houmi  and  the  public; — wffC 
objects  such  aa  drew  to  thcra,  from  their  inafpiitude  nl 
imjiorrance,  from  the  great  matters  which  they  inrohrod, 
from  the  destruction  i>f  provinoea  and  tlie  extent  of  donJ- 
nioii,  the  Rtlcntiou,  not  only  of  this  country,  hut  uf  ill 
Kuropc  and  nil  the  enlightened  port  of  thn  world.  B«t 
w!mt  I  imi  to  sum  up  to  your  Lord«hips  la  of  •  diffierME 
nature.  I  aui  to  show  that  whioh,  possibly,  might  be  ibf 
Hccret  spring  of  [those]  events, — [circumslanoesT  wUi*!.  nl 
thcniaelves,  arc  neither  grcjit  nor  of  a  nature  which  wooU 
with  nny  degree  of  satisfaction  attract  the  attention  of  oBf 
liberal  mind«.  I  am  to  prove  that  those  jrreat  and  kHok 
ordiuiu-y  cvcntx  were  coupled  with,  and  prubably  hod  Ibor 
ROiirce  in,  corruption,  in  meanness,  in  peculation,  in  ranteityi 
and  in  thotsc  xortti  of  crimes  wnich,  however  odious  anu  em- 
l-einptiblc  tlicy  may  be  in  the  minds  of  liberal  men,  ore  Mt 
u»C(l,  in  this  country  at  least,  and  not  used  in  many  porta  vf 
the  world,  to  produce  events  of  such  magnitude  ui  time 
which  have  heretofore  been  laid  before  your  Lordstiip*. 

My  Lords,  I  have  to  explain  to  your  Loi-d^bijis,  n»  fitf  u 
I  am  ubie,  the  evidence  laid  before  you  in  two  #esnoR*  of 
Parliament,  and  that  evidence  not  laid  before  you  u[vn 
tho  subject  of  any  one  Article,  hut  upon  the  nibjwt  of 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  aixth  Article,  of  a  oonsidemhld  yrt 
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of  the  seventh,  and  of  the  whole  of  the  fourteenth,  Articles  ofyJtyBneo. 
these  Charges.  I  shall  be  particularly  careful,  in  what  I  state 
to  your  Lordships,  not  to  let  one  word  fall  from  nic,  if  I  can 
avoid  it,  which  does  not  distinctly  apply  to  the  evidence 
actually  before  your  Lordships;  nor  even  will  I  touch 
upon  that  evidence  in  any  part  in  which  it  can  possibly  be 
supposed  not  to  relate  to  and  to  bear  upon  the  matter 
changed  in  those  Articles. 

My  Lords,  it  would  be  happy  for  your  Lordships  as  well  Apoiogv  for 
as  for  myself,  if  it  were  possible  in  this  cause  to  have  pur-  pt^wenting 
sued  such  arrangement  and  method  as  would  have  exactly  jlj^^" 
coincided  with  the  manner  in  which  cither  the  Articles  are 
drawn,  or  in  which  the  evidence  has  been  submitted  to  your 
Lordships.     That  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  do  so  is  not,  how- 
ever, I  believe,  when  properly  considered,  the  fault  either  of 
the  Articles  which  have  come  from  the  House  of  the  Com- 
mons, or  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  been  directed  to  manage 
the  impeachment.     It  certainly  would  ill  become  me,  and  I 
have  not  the  least  intention  on  this  day,  to  refer  to  any  of 
those  various  disputes  concerning  evidence  which  has  been 
offered  and  rejected,  which  have  occupied  your  Lordships' 
attention  much,  during  the  last  and  the  present  sessions  of 
Parliament.     1  only  refer  to  them  in  this  view,  as  a  sort  of 
excuse  and  apology  that  we  cannot  pursue  exactly  the  same 
method  and  arran^jcment  which  we  originallv  intended,  when 
we  did  suppose  that  certain  heads  of  evidence  would  have  been 
admitted,  which  your  Lordships,  in  your  better  judgment, 
have  declared  to  be  inadmissible.     The  best  plan,  therefore,  Evidonro 
which  suggests  itself  to  me  for  stating  this  complicated  busi-  r!5J*^,V"^ 
ness  to  your  Lonlships,  in  as  clear  a  light  as  it  will  be  in  my  jj*,^.*?  V*'*'™" 
power  to  show  it  you,  is  to  begin,  first,  with  that  which  was  hiwtiiig 
the  subject  matter ;  ^o  far  following — which  I  will  do  when-   ^^^' 
ever  I  am  enabled  to  do  it,  witiiout  breaking  in  upon  the 
clearness  of  the  explanation  to  yonr  Lordships, — the  order  in 
which  the  evidence  has  been  stated  to  your  Lordships,  and 
beginning  with   what  was  stated  to  your  Lordships  during 
the  last  session  of  Pailianicnt,  ])artlcularly  relating  to  those 
presents  which  were  accepted  before  the  Act  of  the  thirteenth 
of  the  King,  specifically  an«l  directly  forbidding  ])resents, 
and  also  to  another  part  of  the  sixth  Article,  which  relates,  Appoint- 
not  inimeiliately  to  presents,  but  to  the  appointment  of  Munny  SiunnJ 
Begum,  whose  appointment  is  there  not  only  alleged  to  be  ^'^"• 
in  consequence  of  a  bribe,  but  also  alleged  to  be  improper 
and  a  misdemeanour  in  itself. 

VOL.  II.  S 
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itpu      Tlio  fint  vriiletic^:  wlilcli  wa  liud  beforu  tout  Lunlilii](<  h 
ounCiiuai   will  iiiit  tic  ii4KCi««nrv  i'or  luc  to  cite  l   I  will  only  refer  jour 
^gJSm'*   LonWiips  to  it     yS  0  rei»«l  auwnU  Icttvre  of  LotiI  Cli»t  aii 
uf  tbo  CnuBcil  of  wliich  lie  wki>  Pru^dcnt.  ^latiiiii  titc  gnecil 
oorruptiotu  whioli  had  |ir>.-vailtM]  nniong  the  CoinpoDY'*  «»- 
viiiitH  at  BeDptl.     It  will  \n-  iinlr  material  lo  point  out  IT 
your   IjordiihipB   thiit   tlinl    purliciiUr   caae   of  coimptil 
whirli  Sniliii;i!il  th»  then  Cuumril  tn  write  the  letttir  ffkicbt) 
bcltcTC,  wan  the  very  first  pupet  nbicb  vro  gtivo.  in  crnil 
to  yuur  LiinL-<lu[M, — that  tue  prinuipal  eoi^uc  of  thut  vm 
tiim  wuD  Minted  ti)  W  the  Hpfioiiiinient  f>(  AwfT^ud-lMwiAl 
■■*        th«  govdnmipnl  of  Hud^,  wtioin  tho  \tUae  6i»txt  w  be  f 
natural  wn  of  Mir  .Inthur,  and  who  wn^  ihc  M)n  of  Mm 
Uogum,  whose  nnmi-  if  »o  ufuiii   ittGntlonol  in  ihis  c 
t  Italy  wish  yuiir  Lunl«hipH  to  ntlriiil  In  tliis  fur  iIm  m 
of  oheon-ing   that    th«    very   point — lh:it    the    yery   i 
— whiuh    intlut^il   tlie  CohquII   to  write  that   Ittieri  ginl 
such  a  nii'lnjicholy  and  such  a  dlsgracoful  ileitcriptian  of  4 
siliiatioii  nnd  character  of  the  CuD)])iiny'8  »ci*nuiu  in  t 
— tiuit  that  pftrticuler  soene  was  reUtivt!   to  and  coodm 
with  tliu  appointment  of  Aaofl-ud-Dnw  1%  tlie  ton  of  iloi 
Bogiim  and  natural  •on  of  Mir  .laSior,  iti  tho  gnvrm 
of  Ueiigal. 
(Buiuiu        In  cniisiHincnce  of  tlie<^<9  oomiptiona  in  gi-nunO.  un>]  a(^ 
■in*i  *     pnrticnlnr  pxtnivii^ic^.^  to  which  that  con-uption  Iiad  i 
^  "^   the  chjw  ti)  whirii  I  have  nlludod,  it  wan  pniiioaed  that  o 
coTvnnntP   should  hu  entered  into,  ana    that  oortain  c 
olionld  bp  taken.     And  it  certainlv  appears  tluU-  luvA  C 
himself  did  take  an  oath,  in  his  otAce  of  I'renidout,  tty  wH 
he  does  distinctly  debar  liimBcIf  of  the  puwvr  of  aoee{ 
any  gift,  gratuity,  proseut  or  (-molnniunt,  uf  «nr  kind  n 
ever.  Iieyiind  what  is  (;iv(m  him,  tw  n  ludnrv  and  m  a  ]wr({Vi 
by  the  ordura  of  the  India  Coini>nny.     It  apponre  that  I 
Olive  took  thifi  outli;  which  oath  wc  bavv  brou{fhc  in  evid* 
bfifortt  your  XjortUhips,  and,  I  believe,   b   in  tbe  moowII 
third  page  of  the  Minutes  of  last  year,     It  caunot  bef 
puted   that   I^rd    Clive   ttMsk   tltis   oath ;    it  Appear*  fl 
Mr.  Vorclrt  took  an  oath  j  it  appears  that  Mr.  C«rtitf  fl 
took  nn  oath;  nnd  it  lias  not  been  shown  llutt  there  « 
other  oath  of  office  cxcopling  that  which  Lnnl  CUtd  p 
and  tjjok.      We,  iherefore,   wnceivo   it  U>  bo  fairly  lo'l 
presumed,  that  both  Mr.  Vcrelat  ntid  Mr,  Cartier  luoli  f 
oath  of  otHce  in  the  manner  in  wliioh  Lord  Clive  bad  tli 
it,  nanitdy,  ua  au  outh  completely  dJaqoali^ring  liimHlffii 
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taking  any  species  of  presents^   under  any   dcnoniinutioii  7  Junb  1790. 
whatever. 

With  regard  to  the  present  defendant,  Mr.  Hastings,  it  JjT?}*'*"^*^^ 
does  not  appear,  undoubtedly,  that  he  took  any  oath  at  all.  inKshJiviu^' 
There  were  some  questions  from  his  Counsel  upon  that  Inl^'IJnHiy- 
flnbjcct,  which  seemed  to  lead  to  establish  this  proposition —  "'*^  ****^**' 
that  Mr.  Hastings,  though  lie  did  not  take  this  disqualifying 
oath  which  Lord  Clive  had  taken,  had,  probably,  taken 
some  other  oath  of  office ;  and,  al^o,  to  lead  to  an  idea  that 
the  oath  taken  by  Mr.  Verelst  and  Mr.  Cartier  was  not  the 
epecific  oath  taken  by  Lord  Clive.  I  wish  only  that  you 
would  consider  how  this  stands  in  evidence.  It  stands  in 
eyidcnce  that  Lord  Clive  took  an  oath  against  taking  any 
presents  or  emoluments  whatever;  that  Mr.  Verelst  took  an 
oath;  that  Mr.  Cartier  took  an  oath;  but  it  does  not 
appear  that  Mr.  Hastings  took  that  or  any  other  oath  of 
office  whatever.  IJut,  it  appearing  clearly,  upon  the  face  of 
the  evidence,  that  Lord  Clive  took  the  specific  oath  I  state, 
and  it  not  appearing  that  any  other  oath  was  offered  to 
Mr.  Verelst  and  Mr.  Cartier,  and  it  not  appearing  Uiat 
Mr.  Hastings  took  any  oath  whatever, — there  being  no 
mention  about  it  in  the  records  of  the  Company, — I  beg 
leave  to  establish,  in  the  first  place,  the  presumption,  which 
8ecm.s  a  natural  one,  that  he  did  not  take  that  oath  established 
by  Lord  Clive  and  hi.s  successors.  lUit  I  shall  not  argue 
that  with  any  degree  of  earnestness  with  yoiu:  Lordships, 
because  it  is  a  point  I  am  willing  to  let  be  taken  as  it  suits 
his  cause  best. 

If  it  be  true,  as  I  take  the  prcsumptitm  to  he,  ^'^^^ 'living  {*jj^»^«ng:^ 
the    example  before  him  of  Lord   Clive,  Mr.  Vrn;lst  and  Jioni.st  mo- 
Mr.  Cartier,  taking  such  an  oath,  and,  succei'ding  thorn,  he  takinKMlo 
avoided  to  take  an  oath  which  made  it  imposHihk  f<»r  him,^^^' 
without  breach  of  it,  to  accept  any  present  whatever,  I  shall 
certainly  say   that  avoiding  following   the  example    of  his 

Sredccessors,  in  an  instance  of  so  peculiar  a  nature  and  of  so 
clicate  a  nature  with  respect  to  the  honour  of  the  person 
taking  it,  must  give  some  ground  to  believe  tliat  Mr. 
Ha.stings  did  not  enter  upon  that  office  with  the  pure 
motives  with  which  he  ought  to  have  entered  upon  it,  and 
with  the  pure  motives  professed  by  his  three  predecessors. 
Lord  Clive,  Mr.  Verelst  and  Mr.  Cartier.  If,  on  the  <>ther  Aj«surnption 
hand,  he  did  take  the  oath,  of  which  there  is  no  })ro()f  what-  not  take  the 
ever,  it  will  be  equally  serviceable  to  the  cause  I  maintain. 
For  no  man  will  deny  that,  if  he  took  an  oath  to  take  no 
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JmnMkpri»ont4,  flit!  brendt  of  tlmt  o*th  was  of  a  very  Iitgb  id 
—  criminiO  iiiiturc  Tlierdore,  I  shuU  uut  spend  your  L«pt 
HTii|M'  timo  in  nr^ng  which  of  the  two  npptnn  rocnit  liktlf, 
apon  the  evidence — wlictlier  he  took  the  outh  oroot.  I 
Idiitc  to  the  nhuicG  of  lliu  tlefcndnnl  to  catnblul)  ihc  hci  tf 
Uiking  it  or  to  deny  it.  If  Ii«  did  not  tnki>  it,  I  nrguc  uptQ. 
it  as  a  prcfliunpti»n  thut  is  to  be  added  ti>  the  weight  of  tbi 
other  [ire sumptions  and  pn>o&  which  I  «hall  p^odDl^«  to  <r«r 
Lordships.  If,  on  the  contruiy,  he  did  take  it,  I  ttaie  ih^ 
to  bring  a  criiuinidity  upon  the  prcc«nte  he  received  ftAcp 
wanU,  exclusive  of  the  Act  of  the  thirteenth  of  Hie  KiiU 
and  to  rt^nder  iinoeceBsar;  any  ni^ruinGiilA  that  ro^fd  S 
tlioiiglit  fit  to  be  prodaced,  to  show  the  oriinioiiliiy  ^'  m' 
prcKcnts. 

My  Loi-ds,  whether  he  took  the  o*th  or  not,  it  ie,  hoveri 
^UJ^ clear  that  he  entered  into  the  coreniint  into  which  ihcotli 
acrvante  of  the  Company  were  obliged   to  enter.     Part  4 
that  covenant,  and  tnc  principal  part   and   object  uT  llri 
covenant,  undoubtedly  le,  that  ho  will   not,  either  hy  it 
self  or  by  any  other  for  him,  accept  of  any  present?  whale 
or  engage  in  trade — which  ia  not  the  bustoeas  of  this  prt 
» outiou.     There  ia,  also,  a  letter  &oni  the  Directors  of 
I  India  Coin[>any,  whicli  Ims  been  liud  in  evidence  bcfnn:  j 
Lord«hipK,  to  tlie  following  effect : — 

■■  The  Iwiie  projwi-lion  UlMted  to  ttm  Governor,  m  the  hdvtr-iam 
tiune^  comniiMioo  or  twn  rniA  nnc  half  ikt  cent.i  m  in  ranndoUiMM 
b^  ntiiniiiritlunii;  Wil  not  beiiii;  cancEmcil  in  ttny  tntdc  wluttenT.«nnji 
articlot  of  import  uid  export.  »atl  all  |ireiF>iti  nr  other  KnUfiobow.' 
ciitTMMi]  in  the  deed  of  reuuiiciatiDU  in  jour  inocrediiuiii  of  tbtii 
.Septuinbcr,  1767.  whicb  we  i^^ruve  untl  cunllnn.  un>l  (tind  dull 
(invcmom  do  execute  the  like  mstmineiit  ou  their  cnntring  inu  iJl 
afHtx.  Our  inducement  for  aoneninj^  »r>  gtyat  ui  aii|K>initiiaiitBdM 
Btaliun  (if  IViident  and  Gnrrmor  is,  in  tuW  ttped^tiaa  nfbiicintif^ 
bin  whole  lime  and  nttf^tion  to  the  faithttil  dincJiariiF  uf  bin  ilutji  r^ 
that,  lieini;  cxpludeil  tVom  all  trade  hiuiSFlf.  be  vny  be  Mid  *c^  mM 
ioj^lf,  deprnd  thnt  hr  he.  vi([ihuit  in  watching-  and  (I«tcotinf[  ^  tld 
eommitted  by  others," 

^  that,  whatever  may  be  the  meaning  of  tJie  eovtu 
iteelf, — whether  Mr.  Hastings   took   the  oath  or  not,— 
did  know  from  the  orders  of  the  Director&,  which  onlen 
was  honnd  to  obey,  what  their  conBtruction  of  tJiO  cortjoi 
was,  and  what  their  opinion  was  of  the  salary  whidi 
had   given  their  Governor,  namely,  that   it    wjis  ndw 
to  all  the  purposes  of  such  a  government,  and  tfaal,  n 
sideration  of  it,   it  was  his  duty,  not  only  to  reliugtuili 
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tiade^  but  to  refuse  all  presents  and  gratifications  of  every  7  June  itm. 
other  kind  whatever. 

My  Lords^  from  the  evidence,  your  Lordships  will  perceive  Mr.  hmu 
that  Mr.  Hastings  was  bound  to  accept  no  present  or  gra-  noucT""^ 
tuity  whatever, — I  am  speaking  of  times  anterior  to  the  Act  ^nts.*^"" 
of  1773; — that  he  was  bound  to  it,  not  only  by  the  covenant, 
but  that  he  was  bound  to  it  by  his  oath,  if  he  took  it,  by 
the  sense  of  the  Directors,  if  he  did  not  take  the  oath,  ex- 
pressed upon  the  meaning  of  their  covenant, — that  his  salary 
was  sufficient  for  him,  and  that  ho  was  to  take  no  other 
gpratification  whatever. 

It  was  necessary  to  state  this  preliminary  matter,  because  Attempt  to 
it  has  been  said  that  a  distinction  has  been  endeavoured  to  dbtin^ton 
be  set  up  between  the  presents  received  anterior  to  the^J^'^^ 
Act  of  1773  and  those  taken  subsequently  to  it ;  and,  in  tlie  }J^^^*^ 
course  of  what  I   shall  have  to  state   to  your  Lordships,  a(i«rtheAot. 
possibly  I  shall  state   some  things  which   your  Lordships 
will  consider,  perhaps,  as  a  reason  to  think  that  the  defendant 
himself  has  in  his  view  some  such  distinction.     I  say  it  now 
only  by  the  way,  but  your  Lordships  will  observe  that,  with 
respect  to  every  present  which  was  received  after  the  Act 
of  jParliament,  the  prisoner,  whether  truly  or  falsely,  has 
always  attempted  at  least  to  deny  and  to  refute  the  suppo- 
sition of  having  converted  them  to  his  own  use ;  but,  with 
respect  to  the  presents  anterior  to  the  Act,  I  shall  prove 
he  has  not  pretended  that  he  has  converted  them  to  the  use 
of  the  Company,  and  has  not,  in  point  of  fact,  anywhere 
ahsolutely  denied  them. 

My  Lords,  having  proved  by  the  documents  which  I  have 
stated  what  was  the  general  duty  of  Mr.  Hastings,  I  am 
sure  I  need  not  draw  your  Lordships'  attention  to  the  letter  ^v^^  dugr 
of  Lord  Clive  and  his  Council,  and  to  those  circumstances  Tnf^ to  prc- 

C receding  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Hastings  which  we  have  nVpti'Jmln^ 
roaght  in  e\'idence,  and  wliich  tend  to  show  that  an  addi-  ^^®  wrvice. 
iionai  and  peculiar  duty  was  attached  upon  Mr.  Hastings  to 
prevent  all  corruption  possible.  He  was  appointed  at  a  time 
when  the  Company  entered  into  a  particular  reform  of  such 
abuses,  and  when  they  ordered  new  measures  to  be  adopted 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  them  in  future;  and  when 
they  do  specifically  declare  that  they  have  given  those  large 
saliuies  to  the  Governor,  upon  the  faith  that  he  will  abstain 
from  every  other  means  of  gain,  and  that  he  will  do — what, 
perhaps,  without  such  a  letter,  it  would  have  been  the  duty 
of  a  Governor  to  do — set  an  example  to  all  others,  and  be  in 
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JmiTM-U  »iutnljmi  tfl  clunr  hiiiioclf  tlint  h(>  mar  vinlch  ih«  nuido- 
tui^notiru  of  othcm  aai  bring  thum  In  cotulign  puiUifc 
ifum'd  br,  nr  at  auy  evoDt  prevent  tbntnc — nnd,  io  orddUr 
put  A  pt-raon  in  the  aituation  to  prevent  and  d]HOunt«(uuw 
nbuto  in  tliiiw  bttlim  Him,  it  is  oooeamry  that  hu  ubiitilil  be 
in  Biicli  n  nitiintiiin  lut  to  lead  no  one  lo  au^peoi  that  he  it  a 
participator  in  tho»o  nbii»ea.  Tlierdbn!,  if  any  Go* 
(iiiirc  tban  snutbur.  \nu  tioiind  to  ahttain  from  every  fpedtf 
nf  gmtilicntioD,  from  cvonf  tliinfr  tHnl  can  l>e  rtiortniwl  intt' 
aiiv  tiling  like  pDculutinn,  it  wnn  a  fri-i>i<K'nl  n]i)Miinl(><l  nt  th 
mi)tmrii(  ivh«n  the  Cmuimny,  rovicwinfi  rbc  fi)nn4;r  «alc  4 
ihu  Ciindtiot  nf  their  scrvaal^,  whL-n  tfii-y  fiiund  ;;rcat  jieuiik 
Uim  and  abiiius  lo  have  existed,  wen-  taking  now  and,  i 
tliL'r  Ihmif^ht, — how  ranch  so  in  favL  I  ehall  ghuvr  yon,— hIm 
iiivii  and  L-f1t>ctiial  iiteana  of  preventing  lltc  like  abuse*  fi 
thv  fiitiiru. 

Mj  liOn]*,  ()iP  next  cvidcnoo  to  wblnh  vro  ehall  mil  A 
utiviition  of  your  Lordiihtpn,  !•  tho  uvidonce  which  lendi  tl 
prtrvn  l«ri]  alliiftutinua  of  the  sixth  ohar^c  buforu  yow  L 
i^iiipe:' 

"I'hmt  tkc  uiil  Wanvn  Itntliifi  tli4.  at  tltfln«at  daj*  huI  tiPMa. 
.T.>..vdi  l'=*w««o  l'>"  !»'  Jay  "f  OrlHtwr,  in  tlit  yoir  1*72,  nnd  itie  Mtth  (i»l« 
IkXud^  Scfitombw  I"";*,  I'ormjjflji  »nil  ItlniiH.v  t«kc,  «w|rt  •ml  rwJtJw.  fr* 
</ni>  tL^ah  Nuiieiiiiuir,  a  iwtii-*   ilintliN).  hifth   >i>   irlBrr  in  llw  naiKtif 
HunoTiDii^Ul  ill  India,  or  from  (oqir  ulbet  pcriiin  m  |jmuu«.  Oii-n*  «aM 
or  m'>D(-,v.  unuiiRtititl  Initi-tlui  li;tbrMi  liki-k*,.VI.|ll.'initHn,ri|u»Iint*lB| 
111  AOJtIiU.  ttrAing,  or  Mime  other  htm  «ilm  of  iniini->*,  w  *  rtiawdrnl  " 
iir  lirilit  t\<r  tliF  diiiiaviil  uf  anil  appauilnifnt  to  cr^kln  iiflkn  ili  ibt 
(>r  bito,  thn  laid  WuTtii  NuotiiigB,  lirinit   sut-b   f>r»i.lnit  u  >ft<nat 
A,  ^^       iiN-timilvlj'.  fiiT  proouHna  Ru»h  (idnrdaM,  aun  of  tlir  »vA  Nnncuaa 
]■  Owr-    the  a|i|iuiulmi!Ul  of  Xiabiit  or  hcoiJ  ur  tlia  Aqmimii  'tC  Itetiaal.  alul  (*iM| 
"     "       MuddJ'  Bfgiim,  willow  of  Mwr  JolBn  bm-tofore  NuljuL  of  HoifJL  " 
Ih-  thn  inijiitricir  of  the  fiinillj"— nunninji  tlio  Ainiily  itf  MabJlMi 
Unwta,  Nttwab  of   Buiutal, — "/G.IH^l  m]iNJk,  faeinii  r*\aul   in  n)w 
KtXNU.  alts'lintfaiiiluiiwitril*,  oMwtnp  iithur  Write  mm  nl'innnMiaailll 
fitnliiu'  «uiui  uf  •HMSH  ruptvs.  :i,llU  ni]M>««,  aaU  1 ,01X1  ranti»,  Ma§,  tU 
giAhvi  eijual  to  3.000/.  sterlio^  and  upwwijs,  i.r  Kintie  oihrr  I«iy»  •nm 
iniiiifv.    PiiKhiT,fi)rcniiiriliinnff  nnil  aii|ioint)ni[  ibr  (aid  Miinujr  B 
ni|inrior  of  the  tiuuilf  nf  the  MJd  Mohanck  iid  hotrln,  unil  laldng 
tba«up>ri(tht;tbBrmfiKiinl)ali»nUcfliini.tnutIimof  Ibe  aaidNahilki 
lack  of  rup(«*,  biviiK  t<|ual  in  value  lo  lO.lNlUI,  atcflinu  nad  t 
[It  eonip  oiiior  laTge  sum  of  motiFv.     Fiirther,  frimi  tlie  n^ 
Hi^ltiim.  by  It  [Hymctit  to  one  Nurr  t^inic.  brcttliRr  of  Can' 
banvn  (T  ksrvftnt  of  the  «aid  Wamm  lliatiii|T<.  at  tha  iU«b« 
uiil  WuTtii  DoatinKii,  oiip  laok  »ntl  M.OOTI  rujises,  fqiMl 


l,'),fH)0/,  ntrrlin({  nnd  H|iwan)*,  or  ROino  afhtj  liu-jrt  mn  of  0101 

"  Tliiit  ill"--  court  of  Directors  nfiiri'^nid  ilid.Tiv  a  MUjr  In 

the  S>*lli  dnr  of  Anffuit.  1771.  inforai  thn  Mtid  Warrm   IIm 


the/  wttM  Ailljr  •cnaitiU  of  the  expedient?  of  mpparUoff  mhn  n 
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minister  in  the  Comnany's  interest  at  the  Nabob's  court"-- -meaninjar  the  7  Juxb  1700. 
court  of  Mobaric-u(l-Dowla  aforesaid — **  to  transact  tlie  i)olitical  affairs 
of  the  Circar  or  fifovcminL'nt,  and  they  trusted  to  the  local  knowled^^c  of 
him,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  the  selection  of  some  person,  well  quali- 
fied for  the  affairs  of  government,  to  succeed  Mahomet  Rcza  Khan  as 
minister  of  the  government  and  guardian  of  the  Nabob's  minority. 
That  the  said  Munny  Begum  had  been  originally  in  a  low  and  degraded 
condition,  without  education,  unacquainted  \nth  the  affairs  of  govern- 
ment, and  then  lived  secluded  in  a  zenana  and  retired  from  the  world, 
whereby  the  said  Munny  Begum  was  totally  unqualiticd  for  discharging 
the  duties  of  guardian  to  the  said  Nabob  and  for  governing  his  domi- 
nions, so  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  by  the  appointment  of  the  said 
Munny  Begum  as  aforesaid,  not  tmly  acted  corruptly  and  illegally  in 
receiving  the  aforesaid  sums  of  money,  but  added  to  the  criminality 
thereof  by  violating  the  express  orders  of  the  said  court  of  Directors,  to 
the  great  anfl  manifest  prejudice  of  the  rights  and  interest  of  the  said 
United  Company  and  this  nation.''* 

You  will  see  that  there  are  two  distinct  charges,  of 
different  natures,  contained  in  the  paragraphs  which  I  have 
read  to  your  Lonlsliips.  One  is  the  present  received  from 
Nundcomar  or  otliers,  and  the  other  is  the  ap[)ointnient  of 
Munny  Begum,  in  defiance  of  and  in  contradiction  to  the 
orders  of  his  superiors. 

My  Lords,  it  is  my  intention,  first,  to  submit  to  your 
Lordships  those  proofs  which  I  tliink  will  satisfy  your  minds 
that  he  was  guilty  of  these  crinics. 

Aly  Lords,  in  the  charge  with  respect  io  the  presents  are  Chai-pco 
flunis  amounting  to  3o>()()()/.  or  upwards,  that  is  to  say,  of  prrsents, 
three  lacs  and  a  half;  but  I  shall  first  make  my  observations  tolSo.'owJJI'^ 
ui)on  one  lac  and  a  half,  particularly.     Aly  Lords,  I  juii  sure  Present  of 
it  is  not  necessary  for  me  tu  state  to  your  Lordships  that  huiflac. * 
there  are  a  variety  of  ways  by  which  facts  may  be  proved,  variety  of 
Facts  nmy  be  proved,  and,  perhaps,  that  is  the  most  complete  r!!I!S.** ° 
proof,  by  the  confession  of  the  oftender,  which  in  many  cases 
we  shall  state  to  your  Lordships.     Facts  may  be  proved  by 
the  actual  sight  of  the  commission  of  those  facts  by  credible 
witnesses,  which,  in  the  c^ise  of  bribery  and  corruption,  can 
very  seldom  be  adduced.    But  factfl  may  be  proved,  and  facts 
of  the  most  criminal  nature  may  be  proved,  by  a  variety  of 
circumstances  establishing  such  strong  presumptions  that  it 
is  not  possible  for  a  reasonable  man  to  suppose  that  they 
could  exist  without  the  criminal  fact  having  been  committed. 
I  shall  contxjnd  that  the  proof  of  thes(^  particuhir  facts,  which  J^^ 
I  am  about  to  state,  is  tantamount  to  the  direct  admission  of  amounting 
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rjFntTpB.  ihc  flcfcndnnt,  thonjih  iHm*  ii«  no  direct  odi 
infimdMBD  derendiiDl  at  the  bar. 

^iijjui-      ^y  |^^,p  ijjjii  before  your  UirJehiiw  (he  ransnltatiftnl 

rmmu-     tho  i:iihof  March,  177;^,     In  thtit  cotHultation   it  npp« 

wf  ilj"    th«t  Mr.  PninciB,  a  roeiubct  «f  the  Board,  did  lay  b  * 

Jf  hISE'^  Hoord   n  1^'ttcr  from  n  ootisi<!ernh)e  person  in  that  coQDttT.   I 

tmitu't       etUltMi  Muhuriijn  Nimdonamr,  which  letlcr  did  sUiti:  theWh 

laSSiMt.  Mttincd  of  whAt  lit  Ktnied  in  the  chArge  wltioh  I  hnvo  jitri  re«d 

J*"*"*^     In  voiir  Lonlshiiw.     ^Vhnt  i»  th«  oondiiet  of  Mr.  Hn^liop 

m..^ii^'  u,..m  th.:  >^iiitcmi-nt  of  that  dmri.'e  ?    Doas  he  deny  it?    No! 

'**'*^        Docs  he   icnmedintcly   attiMii|it  to  cxcitM  or  to  jiwtify  it' 

Xii  I     But  be  mak«B  xumc  i^rt  of  »tt«ck  iipun  tho  modu  in 

which   the  clmrge   has   bocn  produced ;    and   I  wieh  toot 

Lordalupa  in  attend  t^i  the  words  in  whidi   that  attack  a 

mode.     It  h  in  page  1005  of  your  printed  Minute* — 

"  Mr.  Fnutuis  biui  uknuwleijipnl  (liM  he  s|>pnjicni)rit  in  uratrtl  Uul 
tl  (HmUliH'il  Miniv  ch&rgc  m;^n*(  lut.  IT  tiiv  I'hargr  wu  Uae  it  «M  t 
libel  1  it  tninht  hnvt  }h-ak  folw  Tor  uiftjiinif  thnt  Mr.  Prsnin*  niulil  Vht 
to  ^r  conlrnrr,  HiiiiY  be  WHS  imtunoiiintril  with  the  coMm:,  .'  r  -. 
thi«  inituicB.  thnrfiin',  lie  incurnJ  lh»  hnionl  of  prr-vnil ; n  ■ 
tlir  [liwrd.  'riiiii  vm*  not  n  dnt}'  bclnniiintt  t>i  ilia  nlDiv  n-  .  i 
uf  tblk  State.  1  mtut  Tiirtlier  iDfunn  llic  Board  tliat  [  Iib>  <  ... 
siuw  UMpialattd  wit^  NunooituLr*s  iut(.-nliuni>  of  nukinii  i;ik.  ^.i- 
upon  mn." 

Your  Lordshijis  will  observe  that,  in  the  very  wnniilb  no^ 
heat  which  aroae  iu  hia  mind  upon  this  aoouaation  — wbiiJii 
'"  however,  tie  hnd  expecled—instead  of  directly  dcelnring, 
tvbttt  wati  ohvioii*  for  a  maa  nf  honour  to  declare,  thut  tbit 
n<.Hia»tion  wiut  false  and  gruundleaa — tlial  he  bod  nnt  rcci-i'tJ 
the  money  laid  to  hia  charf^  that  he  had  received,  he  bopni 
an  attack  upon  Mr.  Francis  of  a  ■ingiiUr  nature  iadced,  and 
tciU  Mr.  Francis, — "Yon  twy  you  brought  this  lo  the  Bosal 
nut  knowing  ihc  contents  of  it ;  then,  if  the  cnnlents  of  it 
bad  not  been  tnie,  you  would  havt^  brought  n  libel  to  ifce 
Bciurd.  You  did,  therefore,  incur  tho  hokani  of  hriugiag* 
Jibcl  to  the  Board." 

If  bo  h;id  been  ganaible  that  the  conteult)   of  tl " 
were  utterly  false  and  ftronndlcss  ;    if  he  luid  ha-; 
that  there  wtia  no  truth  iji  the  facta  allejfcd  hy  Ni.\ 
he,  who  certainly  was  not  disposed  to  spare  Jli.  Ij^...'^. 
would  not  havfl  Eitated  Mr.  Frantus'  guilt  in  an  bypotiietieii 
manner,  but  he  would  have  atated,— ■' Yon   have  brtrngfat  » 
[Miper  which  contiiiiis  not  one  word  of  truth,  and  bnvi',iuKi 
doing,  presented  a.  libel  to  the  Board."     He  knew,  ujnm  tJit 
firat  statement  of  the  busineas  to  himself  tliM  he  hitd  bo 


Speech  of  Mr.  Fox.  281 

right  to  make  such  an  assertion;  he  knew  the  contents  of  7  June  1790. 
that  paper  to  be  true ;  and  therefore,  in  the  violence  of  his 
accusation  of  Mr.  Francis,  he  goes  no  further  than  to  accuse 
him  of  having  incurred  the  hazard  of  bringing  a  libel  to  the 
Board.  Therefore,  upon  the  first  face  of  the  thing,  instead 
of  denying  the  fact,  Mr.  Hastings  tacitly  and  by  inference 
admits  it;  for  he  accuses  Mr.  Francis,  not  of  having  brought 
a  libel  to  the  Board,  but  of  having  incurred  the  hazard  of 
bringing  a  libel  to  the  Board,  if  it  had  turned  out  that  the  con- 
tents of  a  paper,  which  he  did  not  know,  had  been  false,  and 
which  he  himself  admits  to  be  true.  One  would  think  this 
alone  would  amount  to  an  admission  of  the  fact ;  but  we 
have  many  other  ecjually  strong  proofs  which  we  have 
adduced  to  your  Loridships. 

My  Lords,  we  have  proved  upon  this  occasion  that  the  Mr.  Goring 
conduct  held  by  tlie  Governor  General  and  Council — that  is  the  Boardto 
to  say,  by  the  majority — was  to  depute  a  gentleman  [to  thrchlSge. 
investigate   the   charge]  whof?c   character  Mr.  Hastings,  in 
various  parts  of  his  transactions  in  India,  and  the  Counsel, 
upon  cross-examination,  have  in  vain  attempted  to  destroy, 
— I   mean  Mr.  Goring,  whose    name    stands   as    high   for 
ability,  for  integrity  and  for  purity,  in  the  Company's  ser- 
vice,   as   any    gentleman's  wlio  ever  was  in  that  country ; 
— a  gentleman    who,  when  there   was  an    attempt  at   the 
bar  of  your  Lordships'  House  to  cros.-;-question  him  upon 
the  subject  of  presents  or  of  anything  of  that  kind,  did  then 
desire  at  once  that  the  whole  of  his  conduct  upon  that  subject 
might  be  inquired  into;  t^ayingthat  he  had  no  olyoction  tostatc 
to  this  House,  the  other  House,  and  the  world,  the  whole  of 
his  fortune  and  all  the  means  by  wliich  he  had  acquired  it. 
Mr.  Hastings  objects  to  the  deputing  this  Mr.  Goring,  merely  ^Vjif  * «" 
upon  the  irround  that  it  was  unnecessary.     I  shall  have  so  inin  to  the  " 
much  occasion,  in  the  rest  of  what  I  have  to  submit  to  your  tiontoim- 
Lordships,  to  c-»mmcnt  upon  the  peculiar  modes  of  exprcs-  "<^^'®**^^- 
Bion  or  of  thinking   which  belong  to  Mr.  Hastings,  that  I 
will  not  stop  at  this  moment  to  make  an  observation  upon 
this  word  *^  unnecessary ;"  but  I  will  submit,  whether  there 
18  one   noble  member  of  tliis  House,  whether  there  is  one 
person  sitting  in  this  hall  who  has  the  feelings  of  a  gentle- 
man upon  points  of  honour  and  upon  points  of  delicacy  with 
respect  to  his  character,  who,  when  he  had  heard  it  alleged 
before  the  Council  by  Xundcomar  that  he  had  been  guilty 
of  i)eculation  and  bribery,  would  say  that  an  inquiry  into  the 
biuineas  which  related  to  that  transaction  was  unnecessary. 


r 
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28S  Summhiy  o/EviiifHce  w»  6lh,  7tlt  and  l-Ufi,  Chary*: 


I  jmtTMh  Muiy  pPTions  in  such  a  stnntion  might  bare  «ii)  ihol  io 
uxi\mTj  wiu  unjunC,  in  the  mode  m  which  it  iru  cooiluttal; 
that  tno  iiMjuiry  wiu  iiiiuriouA  to  him.  Othure  migfal  km 
■aid  othcrwtffc,  nnd,  perlmps,  more  truly,  tbnt  the  in<|i)iT]rni 
DVcfiMuy  fur  hi*  honnur ;  ihut  it  wiu  ileiitnibli!  fitr  liim ;  ukI 
that  it  woH  n  [tuinl  upim  which  he  ^huiild  iusiiit  for  iba  mS- 
ntion  of  his  own  hoDour.  if  it  might  be  otln'i-wioe  cf  w>  vm 
lu  tha  Cfiiupny's  survion.  Hut  llic  «p|il_Tiiifi  the  wri 
"  unnocctssary,"  upoa  such  nn  ocouion  Mid  Nt  Midi  a  tiflK,  it 
#uch  u  mlMaji|ilicatitia  nt'  iho  won),  nnd  *tAll  niori;  of  tiin  iiia, 
US,  I  bithevo,  never  did  apfwiir  in  cridt-ncc  baforr  yo* 
Lordalil|)s,  oor  before  aity  Other  cciitrt  cif  judicature  wbal- 
uvpr 

Tlio  conMi-quonuc  of  Sir.  Guriag's  inqtiiricd  was  thii  tetwr 
fitini  hhn, — 

"At  a  iiianiltntinii.  Fort  Williant,  ^fith  of  Mv<  'ifb- 
^      •'  llouininblR  tiiriuiil  Sirs.— Iiiii:Init>ii  1  tiwiii  ynu  an  mmmibI liTieml 
Minis  (hveii  1^  tbc  Hhi^iiu.    It  i*  iiniirr  turseal,  aad  wasdilinmlK 
■ID  \iy  thn  Nanoli  hi  tier  ainKiiicnts. 

••  I  uti.4uL, 

"  C.  Goata*." 
■*  r».  Tht  Bhe|niinhMin&<lcl>a*elfaiuw«iat>letntlui  NalnAlia'Hr 
»utD>  tbst  uiav  Iw  due  111  btm  tiy  Gtwitr  AH;  Kliau.  atul  ihi  XaMha 
lliirttuht  (intiicr  tii  ri'linHt  hlni  froiii  lUiifljieiiit-ni."' 
'       "  Meniunuiduui  nt  iltHliurMiiirjit*  Iiy  KuiiiIikI)  Ki'iitluum  (r^  iW 
'  N»l)i>b'»  Clrcivr,  in  thiT  Ifeninil  year  nTW. 

"'To  <h«  UiiFinTinr,  Mr.  Iliuttniii,  Air  an  vMntMnmrxn,  1^V$ 
ru|*M."'* 

We   have   provud  Mr.   Gurinc'e  fomtuisaion   ui   inqwi^ 
whic.Ii  is   in  evidoDco,  before ;    out  I  did  not  particwfr 
observe  upon  it.     It  is  an  omiiwon;  many  inori;  of  irhk^I 
(Uii  ufmid,  I  shall  he  guilty  of  during  tbU  bdMnttxH. 
i'SSr^M-      ^'l'""  tliiit  return  of  Mr.  Ooring's,  in  wliit-h  he  stnto  dii« 
^Gpu  fuct,  whiuh,  ii{>oii  tho  Cmx  of  it,  is  undoubtedly  a,  oriminolbiB 

of  tho  Uovornor  OeucnJ, — I  luoan,  that.  he.  hud  received  mi 
lac  and  a  Iinlf,  that  i>>,  lS,(IOO/.~wh»t  was  the  coDdneltf 
iho  Uovcmor  Qeticrat  ?    The  Governor  General  sayi^— 

"  A*  tlie  Mmminion  given  Ui  Mr.  GuriiiK  wua  to  nmin  6aa  ItiJ 

Itt'lium  all  the  sccouiit*  of  the  Niauinat  for  uight  yisn  jaat,  ■n'JI' 

Aviva  them  into  the  baii'ls  of  grntlriiK^  «|)|H>lntnl  lo  cuuztfiw  iH 

irt  tWir  conltTit*  In  thr   1\iiar<\,   I   iti-tire  llmt  Mr.  (lorinK  n>*TH 

■bow  he  eaiiic  t^  tlin  aRmiiiUhohaii  nnwMml  in  liia  flnt  Uttmtt 
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the  22(1  instant,  in  which  two  sums  only  are  mentioned,  and  said  to  be  7  ji<n£  j7oo. 
paid  to  myself  and  Mr.  Middleton ;   and  on  what  account  this  partial        r — 
■election  was  made  by  him ;    and  to  desire  an  explanation  from  the  hhu"*^^^  ^*^ 
Begum  of  the  sum  laid  to  my  charge,  aiul  that  he  will  ask  the  Nabob 
or  tiie  Begum  their  reasons  for  delivering  this  separate  account.'** 

As  to  this,  I  am  sure  I  need  not  use  many  words  to  per-  i"»i»l««''i 
Buade  your  Lordships  that  lie  knew  lie  had  received  the  sum ;  L  nrJipt.^ 
for,  upon  Mr.  Goring  stating  that  among  the  Begum's  ac- 
counts it  appeared  there  were  three  lacs,  one  lac  and  a  half 
of  which  had  been  paid  to  Mr.  Hastings,  and  a  lac  and  a  half 
paid  to  ^Ir.  Middleton,  what  does  Mr.  Hastings  say  upon 
that  subject?  **I  desire  that  the  Begum  may  be  cross- 
questioned  ;  I  desire  that  Mr.  Goring  may  be  cross-ques- 
tioned"— in  what  manner?  Redoes  not  apply  his  cross- 
questioning  to  invalidate  the  fact  of  having  received  the 
aum,  but,  in  a  manner  admitting  the  fact,  he  as«ks  why  they 
have  related  tlio.se  sums  given  to  him  and  Mr.  Middleton, 
and  not  the  whole  of  the  Xawab's  expenditure. 

In  consequence  of  this,  there  was, — not  in  the  exact  words  Tnquiryof 
of  his  pro|K)8al, — but  there  was,  a  reference  to  Mr.  Goring  ;  KUncoT*"" 
and  the  directions  to  Mr.  Goring  were  these : —  ivomMr. 

Goring. 
"  Aj^reed  that  Mr.  Gorinj^  lie  directed  to  inform  the  Board  of  every 

ctrcumstanct*  which  attended  the  delivery  of  the  paper;   and,  if  any 

explaiiatifiTi  was  tjiven  by  the  Nabob  or  the  Hcjicum  of  these  papers,  to 

report   the  whole  rt'lation,  and  to  eiujuiri.'  of  the   IU*^iiin  a  particular 

explanation  of  the  payment  suid  to  be  made  to  the  (iovcnior  General.*' 

In  his  queries,  he  does  not  only  si^k  why  these  sums 
api>ear,  not  only  what  was  the  reneon  of  a  ])artial  selec- 
tion, but  he  asks  an  explanation  of  the  nature  of  the  sum 
Eaid  to  him  ;  pointing  clearly,  as  I  shall  show  your  Lordships 
ercafter,  to  the  justification  of  his  having  received  the  sum, 
and  not  to  a  denial  of  his  having  received  it.  In  answer  to 
this*,  Mr.  Goring  makes  the  inquiry  which  he  was  directed 
to  make,  and  writes  the  following  letter  : — 

"  Honourable  Sir  ond  Sirs, — I  have  been  favoured  with  your  letter  rurtlior  ro- 
of the  lioth  May,  inelosinj^  extracts  ami  accounts  relative  to  the  esta-  |;,','ifi,*,*I^*''' 
blishment  of  the  Nizanmt ;  but  observe  you  do  not  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  mine  of  the  IDth.  In  eomi)hance  with  your  orders  to  exi)lain 
the  clelivery  of  the  ]m|>er  containin{^  an  accoimt  of  three  lacks  of  rupees,  I 
am  to  inform  you  it  took  its  rise  from  a  mcssaj^e  sent  me  by  the  lief^nn, 
requestinif  1  would  interest  myself  with  the  Nabob  to  bavc  Kti^'ar  Ally 
Khan  released  to  her  for  a  few  hours,  havin^r  something  of  importance 
to  communicate  to  me  on  which  she  wished  to  consult  him.    Ihinkinf^ 


•  Consultation  of  the  Boanl  at  Calcutta,  2r)th  May,   1775.— Printed  in  the 
'*  Miuuleii  of  the  Evidence,"  p.  IU33. 
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r  Jen  ITU  Uio  «emiv  mifiht  bn  bmcfit«i)  by  it,  I,  axvatdMgVf,  dmdrtd  ihr  NiM 
—        would  bo  picucd  to  ik'Uvra  bim  la  my  cliuite,  Knaamng  tu  irtnfn  Wo 
the  •aJDc  ni;{hc;  wliicU  1  (lid.     I  hMN  tiu  more  tilt  tbc  ndt  ^r,  «te 
the  Be^um  n<]urat«d  to  •««  hi*  cxoellCDoy  and  myself,  (Icnmif  fJswa 
■anolann    Allv  ml^bt  Httcnil.     On  oiir  firiil  meeting  «be  vnlanl  iiilu  k  Liog  dad 
lu'tfm'ta   *■'  '"'  MminJatnitioB,  cndcfcvoimiiK  to  rrprwnt  it  in  ihc  biretl  Ifhli 
jSr.^bS.     Kit  lut  itiK  oiiDc  to  tbe  jioiRt  »nd  tuld  inr^my  urRrnt  Mid  tnoMl 
jnat  to  ftwl  i>rmoDitnuti>e3  In  her,  In  be  Infuniird  bnw  Ibe  hBiuice  onMo  (rf  wtUcA  I 
WW  tu  impure,  iodui'nl  bir  from   lui^muiy  to  lar  wh*t  ihr  Iiul  boMJf 
glvui ;  tlicu  lutiitiiiuiiuc  lltf  »U[ii  uf  » ln<.-k  and  a  bair  to  tbc  (imswr  !■ 
feut  Mm  wliilitt  br  Moid  here,  nnd  a  Uck  and  ■  li&lf  tu  &Ir.  MiiUMai,    , 
liy  (liH  bnntli  of  l)ribll»o  nrnum.     Ai  I  Inohrd  on  this  an  iu«»  thn  >    , 
iDtUpr  of  coar«nation  I  roie  tn  depntt.  but  wa  dotain«il  br  tkt  Bigoal    i 
miitriilinii  tbr  .Nnbiib  t^i  mtuc  tu  her.     A  nasae  a(  WK«(iinf  wil  m»    | 
l^iitit  then  bi^t[«ii,  H-blch  made  luu  atUl  mure  iiu|wticiit  to  be  foe,  mil 
tvficntedly  wnt  to  Iiis  eiMlIcDf^  for  tluit  nurpuw :  h«  ol  Urt  catw  m 
sad  delivered  rat<  t.li«  tmjirr  I  srilt  ^iti,  ilcrmrinic  it  iru  given  him  br  ^ 
Bwum  to  tir  dcliveTCtl  to  mr.    If  in  thii  aOuir  I  Imtc  timodcd  07  ion, 
I  IiiiTnbly  Wk  fiivrdciii    lint  ibi-  ntnuirdinsry  mnildeiKx  vtni  *a» 
plcftfcd  ti>  rvgiiue  in  mc,  and  tbe  oabmited  nim-cr  att«ndiut  it,  nuW 
mt  In  vxcrt  niywlf  to  tlti-  utmost  that  tbtr  mttnt  of  iiir  apjiiiiolaedl 
mittlit  luit  be  entirely  fruidua. 

"  I  an  *<'Tn  lo  iic«|nniut  yoii.  from  what  I  liai-e  nlnsdv  hesd,  tkU 
the  Nabob's  alrntra  ora  in  »  very  dcspcmtfi  ■tat«.  'I'bc  Sberittadan  bn 
delivered  me  no  aciYiiint  trtiai  memon" — tlie  popori  Inaiijj;  ^yiicDt  tii 
under  icid — by  «-hkli  it  ftppeiir*theNBliobii  in  ilcbl  tivi  lackiinf  ni]iB£ 
tbe  pwticuUre  1  kop«  to  tmcumit  you  in  u  fon-  dar*. 

"  E)icit»ed,  I  Hcnd  j<ia  the  Dviua's  letter  and  MiTimnt  (wtiEiilvvt 
llie  three  bw^,  undcrita  Dover.    Ism, 'Ac. 
'■3d  June.  17"5." 
^KHaiof      "  From  Miinnv  Btgam  to  Ci^nml  dvmnag,  Indoacd  in  Ur.  OoiM^I 
Hu^  letter  to  the  Hoard,  of  the  !td  June." 

O^^JJii'"  After  the  u«ual  forms—"  Mr.  Qoring  ha*  prcMeil  tnf  un  the  rdJBi 
OltTFTiiiK.  of  thi^  bnlancci,  in  aostrcr  to  wliidi  I  informed  tiim  that  all  tb>  |M|^ 
cnilnrs,  lirins  on  rccunl,  would  in  tbe  euone  uf  U>n  oniiuiry  appiwlMi 
the  jHtpcTB.  He,  sccordiugly,  rmfived  frum  tbe  Nabob, '  MnUnck  i 
Howlnb,  a  list  of  three  liioke  of  runeea  given  lo  Mm  Gnvwnor  tJ 
Mr.  Middlelon.  I  n<m  wnil  you  mcioud  s  lUt  of  tbc  ihits  v^bS 
wns  {ircMDted;  and  thtriiiKh  irhoM  mn»n>  ;  trhidi  yiiu  will  itvcnrc."  * 

You  will  Iiero  obscrvi-,  my  Lords,  tliat  (ho  reviill  of  itt 

iiiquiiy  [)roi>oaed  by  Mr.  Hastings  is  a  rc-affimtntion  of  ihl 

fuel,  which,  indeed,  he  never  denied,  hut  into  the  circuof 

sluncfs  L'f  which,  it  should  seem,  ho  w!s]ied  eonut  ioqnirjO 

iw'bSJSJi,'^  hit  niiidi).     Mr.  Goring  assorts,  as  I  havu  8tat«il,  tho  maniis 

ioiSr^te  "'^  ^''^  tJclivery  of  it;  and  the  Tieguni  eays  lliat  she  told  hJidi 

^iJJ^j;      but  she  does  not  enlireiy  rely  upon  h<rr  veracity  in  t«lliii^lti 

but  toM  Mr.  Goring  thai  it  would  appear  upon  the  rccnrfk 

By  "the  rewrds"  *hff  meant  the  records  of  the  Aeoonst* 

of  her  8oa,  Mobarie-ud-Dowla;  and  upon  thcMC  rwont;  it 
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undoubtedly  would  have  appeared,  if  ever  there  had  been  an  ^  J^^i^m, 
opportunity  of  producing  those  records  before  the  Company  Tiio  rpcfmia 

*  V    p  "TJi^-i-ii»  •  L       J   not  allowed 

or  before  your  Liordships,  which,  tor  various  reasons,  we  are  tobiM»ro- 
not  allowed  to  do.     But  they  are  not  material  to  this  point.  *^"^*^^ 
Munny  Begum  docs  expressly  say  an  account  of  these  sums 
will  be  found  upon  the  records ;    and  there  was  also  an 
account  of  feasting  the  Governor  General. 

Upon  this  return  to  the  queries  put  by  Mr.  Hastings, 
there  is  another  consultation  :  and  it  is  material  to  observe 
the  conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings,  because  it  is  precisely  con- 
sonant to   the   conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings, — an   occurrence 
wluch  seldom  happens  in  reviewing  the  transactions  of  this 
gentleman.     But,  however,  in  this  instance  he  certainly  was  Jf^  ^"^*]  of 
consistent  with  his  former  declaration ;  because  he  does  not  Mr.  Hast- 
ask  any  question  or  make  any  observation  which  tends  to  a  ^'^' 
denial  of  the  fact,  but  points  all  his  observations  and  all  his 
new  questions  either  to  a  justification  of  the  fact,  or  to  an 
inquiry  into  the  motives  upon  which  this  accusation  had 
been  made  against  him. 

"  The  Governor  General  begs  leave  to  make  the  foUowhijj  remark  io  Minute  of 
the  Board : — as  neither  Mr.  Goring's  letter,  of  the  3d  of  June,  nor  the  JJjJ;,  aUlie 
Begum'0  letter,  addressed  to  the  General,  which  was   inclosed   in  it.  Board. 
eontain  the  full  confirmation  required    in   the  letter  written   by  the 
Board  to  Mr.  Goring  on  the  25th  May,  I  desire  that  the  following 
questions  may  be  proposed  t^  the  Begum : — 

"  First, — Was  any  application  made  to  you  for  the  account  which  you  QuMtiona 
have  delivered  for  three  lacs  of  rupees,  said  to  have  ]>ccn  paid  to  the  {he!^?iiin? 
Governor  and  Mr.  Middlcton,  or  did  you  deliver  the  account  of  your 
own  free  will  and  unf^olicited? 

**  Second, — In  what  manner  was  the  application  made  to  you,  and 
hf  whom  ? 

"  lliird, — On  what  account  v^nis  the  sum,  one  and  half  lack,  given  to 
the  Governor  General,  which  you  have  laid  to  his  account  ? — was  it  in 
consequence  of  any  requisition  from  him,  or  of  any  previous  agreement, 
or  of  any  established  usage  ? 

"  I  must,  further,  re(juest  that  these  questions  be  transmitted  to  the 
Resident  at  the  Durbar,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  put  them,  in  person, 
to  the  Begum,  and  to  take  down  her  answers  in  her  jiresence/'  * 

There  was  afterwards  a  dispute  at  the  Council  whether  Ti»p  a"***-. 
this  should  be  done,  as   he  proposed,  l)y  Mr.  Martin,  or  wrTuniHu 
whether  it  should  be  done  by  Mr.  Goring,  or  whether  it  Sr?!*Mart?n 
should  be  done  by  both  together;  and  it  was  ultimately  *"** *^^^**^'"- 
agreed  that  these  questions  should  be  jiut  to  the  Begum  in 


•  Consultation  of  the  8th  of  June,  1775.— Printed  in  the  **  Minutes  of  the 
ETidenee."  p.  1031. 
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t  jmiTML  Willing.  Mr.  Murlin,  Mr.  UorinR  ai»d  two  olfaop  gtWlen^ 

f],.^      haiBfi  prnent :  but  thow  Mxt  not  uMteriaL 

UMihgrM.      i„  ,|,g  debate,  npon  thftn  quc«tioiu  Uiug  put,  Culm 

ifthT''^   MnnBin  dbicrvc«, — 

"■•^  "Tir  ftni  (KiMlba.  In  BIT  odnkin.  bM  almdr  been  uwoslt 


iiiITu 


"  Tlifl  Mrnmt  ijaiitiun.  I  iliiQk.  u  UBBHwrnty  I  for  iT  tbe  idcmt  • 
^vni,  it  U  iir  liUJc  oiUN'iiiii'nFii  |g  tbt  jiuf'lic  in  vW  roaimer  ibi*  10 
tMion  bu  In-en  nmHo  known. 

'■  With  tr4|iM^  to  tliB  thirtt  qantiDn,  m  ttlfMulj-  kii<nr  na  « 
•cciiDUl  the  lark  and  bslf  rif  niiirc*  wu  rIvcu  i  whitUwr  it  ww  In  < 
■n|iieBuH  uf  n  Bfiiuiiitwin  ttitm  luo  Ootwui*.  i>r  any  iHhcr  p«l>Mi,  ■ 

Crevluu*  ft^trwnimt.  In  irnt  matiTlaL  u  Ihu  DirarUin  will  juilfle  k^ 
liv  (ii;rrmitr'«  li*Ttnu  accTprtd  uf  luch  prr*mta  b  umulDtat' 
wnitimmU.  I  tiave  TiMrtl  that  it  hiu  lirm  an  c«bU>lUh»d  ifli0 
|nt»mt  nf  (llotiiuruiilie'l  nutk,  when  ruiilent  at  IIie  enurl  iif  wl 
]iFiiiPM,  tu  lukvc  lnr|{«  (uniti  uf  mabt^  iiivm  tbom  bir  tbiir  ti 

"  'Ilin  OovMiiiT  ISrncral  run  Unnflf  *t\titj  Om-  «ourt  of  DSiW 
wbrt.hi^  Im'  nnfiiml  •aeh  »n  ftllowuiw  rmm  the  npfcnm  or  th* 
h-iiwoluilil.  nr  wliFtlier  lie  lia*    ohwtjtml  any  nun  on  uvonat  rf 
eijimos  tu  ttiu  Cuinptm^r  wliitti  M  MiiXMlHTwi."  * 

I  Tvai  ibin  to  »liow  to  your  Lonlihijis,  in  tho  firrt  ji* 
thnl  it  wno  obsorvtHi  iit  tlio  time  that  tliese  ttctr 
'  wliieh  he  put  wcr«  only  in  some  sort  a  repetilion  of  tl« 
'  wUiiih  alrcMicIy  had  been  put,  but  for  the  rkito  material  ob* 
Viilioitt  that  they  ^o  to  pointc  nut  Ui  qucetiou;  TorColMi 
Mortitnn  jiidioiou«ly  observe*, — "  Tim  goc*  to  tlw 
wliielt  in  iKithing  to  the  pHri»oee,  or  to  the  niiplioatiou  of  i 
prflwnt,  which  is  nothing  to  the  purpose  neither,  fi*  ft  h 
nirijndy  itpnctircd  ihiit  it  viae  upon  a  prelrnoc  of  eotfitil 
nieiit ;  nni]  llmt  in  n  maltfr  which  it  is  for  ihc 
Directors  to  judf^e  wbctiier,  on  such  »  pn-tcnce  as  thit,  yi 
ought  or  not  to  ttcceiil  iiny  preoent  wluiiever." 

In  consetineocc  of  fhtg  conxuUitlion,  llmrc   were  wnt 
Mr.  Goring  additionftl  qupstiun:! ;  niid  ttii-M^  wi-re  Ui  bci 
in  writing,  lu  I  enid,  by  Mr.  Martin  And   Mr.  GoHnj^  * 
twii  othiT  gontlcmen   prcBcnt,      Now  yonr   LimUJiip*  ■ 
obocrve  tlml,  upon  this  eecond  occfl«ion,  and  thi»  tcnooi  1 
of  queries  nhioh  ho  acnda  to  Mr.  Goring,  he  acia  ptvfJtKij, 
in  thu  first  KCt  of  queries— thnt  he  does  not  ii»k  one  qti< 
tunding  tu  invnlidut«  the  tiict  of  having  n^-cived  tlie  mi 
but  tlic  qncstionii  go  to  two  dintinoL  motirCM,  ODe— wlwt 
him  to  inquire  into  the  ^iviui;  the  money  ?  aad  tho  ol' " 
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irhat  waa  the  pretence  of  receiving  it  ? — which  led  to  a  justi-  7  ivm  i7w. 
Bcation^  namely 3  the  having  received  it  upon  the  ground  of 
m  entertainment^  which  he  might  suppose  to  be  legal. 

In  answer  to  these  inquiries  by  Mr.  Goring,  there  is  a 
ietter  addressed  to  the  Governor  General,  and  received  the 
l4thof  June,  1775:— 

"  At  a  mnsultation.  Fort  William,  24th  of  July,  1775.     From  Munny  Loturof 
Begiim,  addressed  irt  the  Gnvemor  General  and  Council.  ^in  Vn  "**" 

"  •  To-day,  bein^  Sunday,  the  llth  of  Ribliee  Assance,  or  June,  a  little  answrrio 
ifter  sunset,  Mr.  (jorin^y,  Mr.  Anderson  and  Mr.  Maxwell,  came  to  me  *^^^* quiThs. 
ind  presented  me  with  a  jmper  containin^^  Questions  fn)m  the  Governor 
[jeneral  and  Council,  without  any  seal  or  signature.     In  the  said  ])aper 
■  the  followinif  question — *  Whether  any  api)lication  was  made  to  me 
br  the  account  of  the  three  locks  of  rupees  which  are  laid  to  the  charge 
if  the  Governor  and  Mr.  Middletcm,  or  whether  I  delivered  it  voluntarily 
nd  without  solicitation.'     llic  case  is  this, — Mr.  Goring  on  his  arrival 
lere  seized  all  the  papers  and  serurcd  thorn  under  his  seal,  and  all  the 
Mutsuddies  attended  him  and  explained  t^)  him  all  the  particulars  of 
'hem,     Mr.  (joring  inquired  of  me  concerning  the  arrears  due  to  the 
Sepoys ;  and  Bohla  observing  that  the  Nizamur  and  Bahlah  money  was 
woeti'ed  from  the  ('ompany,  from  whence  then  could  the  balance  arise? 
[  made  answer  that  the  sum  wus  not  adequate  to  the  expenses.     Mr. 
Soring  then  asked — '  What  are  those  expenses  which  exceed  the  sum 
received  from  the  ('omjiany?'     I  rcjilied — 'All  the  ])articular8  will  be 
Ibond  in  the  paper:}.'    'I'he  affair  of  the  three  lacks  of  runees  on  uccoimt 
jf  entertainment  for  the  (vovernor  and  Mr.  Middleton  h:is  been,  I  am 
told,  related  to  you  by  lliijah  (loordass  ;  besides  which,  there  are  many  Cnstoni  of 
jfther  ex|)enses  which  will  appear  from  the  pajiers,  »s  the  custom  of  cnter^  eutortahi- 
iMnment  is  of  long  standing,  and,  accordingly,  cverj'  (Jovernor  of  (^al-  (^,vonif.r 
nitta  who  came  to  Moorshcdabad  received  a  daily  sum  of  2,(H)0  rupees  OeiM'nil. 
!br  entertainment,  which  was,  in  fact,  instead  of  provisions:  and  the  lack  Kr^*«?/?, 
ud  a  half  of  ru|>ees  hiid  to  Mr.  Middlcton's  cJiarge,  was  a  present  on  ^0,7.    ***'**'" 
iccount  of  an  ogreenicnt  entered  int^)  by  the  Haboo  Begum.     I  therefore 
Ixcd  inv  seal  to  the  account,  and  fonvarded  it  to  Mr.  (ioring  bv  means 
if  the  N\l)o]>.'"* 

Tn  thi.s  letter,  tlic  Begum  states  tlic  niciins  by  which  she  Mmio  of 
va^  imhic«'cl    to   make    this   discovery, — namely,    that   Mr.  "JJJ^i'iVI^ },y*^ 
Soring  came    to  make   im   inquiry  into  the  whole  of  the  ^^^'  ^"""s« 
M'awab's  expenses,  and  that  she  referred  him  to  the  papers 
i^hich  contained  those  expenses:  and  anumg  those  papers, 
indoubtedly,  were  found  these  sums  to  Mr.  Hastings  and 
Ifr.  Middleton.     If  there  was  anything,  in  that  paper  of 

Iueations  which  Mr.  Hastings  put,  relative  to  the  matter  of 
iscovery,  that  is  cleared  up  and  explained.     Mr.   Goring 
ante  liere  to  iiir[uire  into  the  Nawab's  accounts.     He  took 


♦  L«rtter  fnim  Miinnv  Ik'guni  to  the  Governor  Genenil  and  Council,  received 
4th  June,  1775.— Printed  in  the  "Minutes  of  the  Evidence/'  p.  10.18. 


288  Summing  of  Evidence  on  6th,  7fh  and  14rt,  Charges: 

7  JrjcKirort.  the  Xiiwab's  papers  :  tlie  clerks  explained  the  account.  Being 
asked — hu\v  it  eainc  that,  when  we  had  received  all  we  ought 
ti»  rcceivi',  still  ilie  expense  exceeded  the  receipt,  they  stated— 
*'  bcoanse  there  were  these  other  expenses  which  appear  upm 
the  books.  an<l  are  the  sums  given  to  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr. 
Middleton." 

With   respect   to  the  other  question,  she  does  expressly 

say  it  wa-  tor  the  purpose  of  cnterttuninent,  and  uientiow 

the  rate  iliat  it  was — 2,000  rupees  a  day.     Then  what  is  the 

eoiuliK^t  of  .Mr.  lla-tings  upon  the  receipt   of  this  complete 

elearinjx  up  of  the  business  by  Munny  Begum  ?    His  conduct 

is  what  is   quite  eiM»si>tent  with  all   his  other  proceedings; 

i:!t.r|.r.t:i.  his  couduct    uiav  be  fairly  implied  to  say  this, — "I  never 

iiM^unuy'   denied  the  fact  of  receiving  the  l.>,000/.     I  first  objected  to 

r.r'n^^^^         the  way  in  which  you  accuse  me  of  it.    I  said  it  was  im- 

iiwin.in.T.v.  proper  fiu'  a  C'ouueillor  to  bring  a  paper  of  which  he  did  not 

know   the   eontints,   because  lie    hazarded    the   bringing  » 

libel.    I    said    it  was  improper  that  those  expenses  of  the 

Nawab's  should  appear  and  not  others,  and  inquired  why 

a  partial  seh-etion  was  made.     An  account  of  the  manner  in 

which  these  papers   appeared   to  us  was   sent   by  Munny 

r>egiuu  to   Mr.  CJoriiig.     Upon  that,  I  put  ulterior  queries 

with  respect  to  what  had  been  done  to  lead  her  to  make 

this  discovery.     Slie  has  explained   to  me  that   it  wae  no 

discovery — no  treachery — on  her  part,  but  what  she  could  not 

avoid  in  consc<iuence  of  ^Ir.  (iiu'ing's  commission;  and, with 

respect  to  tlie  other  part,  she  has  exjdained  the  ground  upw 

which   I    received    it,  which   shows   mv  innocence— that  it 

Til.  'u-       was  upon  the  gnmnd  of  an  entertainment.     I  justify  it  upon 

liu'IiiuV-"    that  Ln"«Mnid,  and  do  not  deny  the  acceptance,'" 

l!r.'''rMr'Mr.       I  A\i\\\  humbly  contend  that  the  circumstances  which  I 

M.'i'n'luVi,  ha\e  i»n)ved  are  not  that  sort  of  circumstances — they  aw 

iin  M  ..i  thi'  nmcb  more—  which  I  should  bnng  to  make  out  a  circoin- 

>tantial  proof  of  a  crime;  but  I  bring  these  circumstances  to 

prove    Mr.  Hastings' atlmission  of  the  crime.     I  state  them 

to  be  such  circumstances  as  completely  prove  that  Mr.  Harf' 

ings,  by  the    inrjuirics  made    by  himself,  by  his  receptioB 

of  the  answers  to  those  inquiries,  and  by  his  conduct  after 

tlie   result  of  those   incpiiries,  did,  as  jdainly   as  if  he  had 

spoken  ilu*  woids,  say,  **  Xow  I  am  satisfied  ;  it  appears  !■ 

Its  true  light ;   1   never  denied  the  receipt  of  the  sum, hot 

here  is  the  account  why  it  was  given  me,  namely,  upon  the 

account  of  expenses,  which   I  mean   to  justify."     But  it  » 

not  necessary  lor  rac  to  stop  here. 


riKiriT 
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My  Lords,   this  transaction  was  combined  with  several  7  Jrxr  1790. 
others,  and  there  were  frequent  consultations,  and  as  frc-  j>«  i)7i^  ai 
quent  debates,  upon  the  subject  at  the  Board  of  Calcutta.  {'aJeuiTi'^  "^ 
Those  debates  were  carried  on  with  a  considerable  dejrree  of 
reciprocal  warmth  and  reciprocal  animosity.     Mr.  Hastings  K4<nniina- 
considered,  as  he  has  repeatedly  said,  the  majority  of  the  iiastiilis,  ^' 
Council  as  his  accusers,— as  we  have  proved  to  your  Lord- uiSof  the 
ships,  for  we  have  shown  you  a  paper  in  which  he  says  he  so  '^^^ 
considered  them.     With  those  accusers  he  was  continually 
debating,  he  was  continually  arguing,  he  was  continually 

Jointing  out  grounds  upon  which  this  proposition  might  be 
efended,  or  upon  which  he  might  accuse  the  bringers  of  it 
as  factious  or  as  attempting  to  disturb  the  government ;  but 
in  no  one  instance  does  he  take  upon  himself  to  deny  the 
fact. 

It  may  be  worth  while  to  read  to  your  Lordships  aMhmtcof 
minute  upon  this  subject;  which  is  certainly  not  the  only  cmmdif ** 
one,  for  we  have  produced  to  your  Lordships  several  pages 
of  the  sjime  nature ;  but  I  refer  your  Lordships  only  to 
those  pages,  and  will  read  one  which,  perhaps,  may  be 
considered  as  a  summary  of  the  whole,  and  contains  the 
stronger  parts  of  all  the  other  minutes  which  are  in  the 
evidence  before  your  Lordships, — the  minute  of  Colonel 
Monson,  General  CLaveriug  and  Mr.  Francis.  It  is  the 
united  minute  of  the  majority. 

"  The  Governor  General  accuses  us  of  attackinf<  him  with  declamation 
and  invective ;  yet,  from  the  first  outset  of  the  differences  Ijetween  us,  he 
has  nut  ceased  to  attrihutc  every  one  of  those  measures  which  we 
thou|(ht  it  our  pulilic  duty  to  ]mrsue,  and  which  we  do  not  doubt  will 
stand  the  test  of  a  Parliamentar}'  enquiry,  to  a  prcmcditiited  design  to 
drive  him  from  the  f^rovernment.  A  man  who  on  all  occasions  permits 
himself  to  ascribe  our  crmduc^  to  so  base  a  motive  as  the  sole  immediate 
pur|)08c  of  workinjjf  his  overthrow,  would  have  no  title  to  complain  of 
any  terms  in  which  we  might  think  fit  to  retort  such  injurious  treatment. 
But,  although  we  have  his  own  example  to  plead,  we  do  not  admit  that 
we  have  followed  it. 

"  The  proofs  produced  against  him,  both  ])ositive  and  presumi)tive, 
arc  too  strong  to  require  the  assistance  of  declamation ;  and  whatever 
emotions  the  whole  or  any  part  of  his  conduct  might  excite  in  us,  they 
are  certainly  unmixed  with  any  ])ersional  resentment,  which  alone  would 
^vc  birth  to  invective. 

"  Mr.  Hastings  says,  it  is  an  insult  on  his  situation  to  8ui)i)ose  that  it  Intiu»»lft- 
vequires  courage  in  any  man  to  declare  openly  against  his  administration.  n(TiiM*rM. 
After  the  prosecution  so  obstinately  continued  against  Mr.  Fowkc  until 
m  verdict  could  be  obtained  against  him,  notwithstanding  he  had  been 
honorably  acc|iiitted  at  his  first  trial  for  the  same  charge,  and  after 
the  death  of  Nundcomar,  the  Governor,  we  l)elieve,  is  well  assured  that 
tic  man  who  regards  his  own  safety  will  venture  to  stand  forth  as  his 
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S0O     SHtnwinff  of  EviJenct  tm  Qth,  1th  aad  WtU,  Char^: 

Jen  inn.      "  I"  *tatinii  Uid  trtdiuiM  bniiiftlU  Won  ibe  BimH  of  bit  rrMnv 

near  d  muirt}   iii'   itii-  hlu   fuiii^r  it    Ilou^ty*>   »Uit,  he  UV«  W 

k!una*t<'alu'  '"^<*  "f  ^'  '*"  ''"'Wr*  rriini  tlw  roiiiilup  biniHir  liy  wtiitK  llir  daip  i 

rn]W>'f    ■*  sufJiHirtcd.     Without  tlifw!  ktlcn,  the  nuthmticUf  of  whir^  ouori  i 

Orxtflr.         (liMiubMl  Itv  thn  founlor,  wratuiDld  Iinvc  Htinti  linl  linlo  cmfit  ta ifct  I 

ei^nnioe  of  the  |>ri«on  whii  pniduonJ  tliMii.     Mr.  llutinit*  dim  at  i 

Amj  thr  fart ;  nnr  hu  he.  in  thb  ur  id  tile  cue  of  tlic  ryoedie  dayi  j! 

hruunbt   oriitist   him  Ijjf   NiiiiJconwr,  evia-  vuilurrtl  to  pJi*il— '  M  j 

EuICt  I '     Pruvi<lcil  he  can  om^itc  hitnadf  fnrni  oonriirtMin  in  %  tarn  J  | 

w,  be  arani  Iti  our  vtry  liltlii  wbit  tlir  miirt  nf  INrertiifk  la  ibew^  | 

"  111  BObwcr  lo  rviTj  thintf  the  liuvcrnur  Ornml  liM  uul  u|iob  it*  «^ 
nuljpct  uf  tliiT  ilianiiwftl  of  Miuuiy  U^iftini.  wr  nmtrni  oundvuvit  j 
fihucrriRft  tlmt  it  wu  nut  an  ujxtmtiuii  uf  lurh  niifibtv  and  pnpM  u 
impnrtoneu  m  he  rnkkea  it-  She  i»  not  llw  Nkbuh'^  miil&cr.  Stir  u  n»  [ 
In  tiinh  B  nunuui  uf  ui;  nuk,  Inil  "cininttUj.  u  n  nr-  :  - 
nhivK  iu»l  B  Jatii-iiut  uirL  Wp  miiaiilvr  hr.r  mt-rrJir  as  oii  , 
tl.(' n»v<Tiinr'»  hmiftn  <)b|i(iM-  of  the  NnW.'s  r«tv^i.:. 
think  )ini|irj.     Ilii  c<)iiiuiiUi»)l  the  K>^'^>iuiri>i)i 

weak  wrmmn,  b*  he  mill  her  ir  — ■"- '   - 

un  ftiiy  uthor  prindplc. 

wiiliiiui  U  giartiuuhu'ly  di«i{iui 

that  hnr  Kpjiointuicnt  wm  in  i 

of  IHn-i-tnr»,  cnnl.tiriMl  in  tlirir  IpttM  iif  llw  5th  nf  Au|pi_<l,  ' 

(vdiT  thff  fiuvrmor  uid  Counril  ta  *uhstitnt(>  xitiie  pcr*<<n     . 

f>r  Mnliuiuvtl  Rcut^mii,  whii  iili)(ht  Iw  wnll  (malin«l  r»r  il       ■'■ 

Km-emiseiit.  and  to  rrmuimFiiil  hitu  lo  tlir  Nslmb  to  lie  mi  <i 

SiJTuranic-nt  anJ  yiuLTili&n  of  tlic  N»bob*ii  luimiritr.  Invuai:  .4  ■'^■ 
i«ae,  nidtiiiim  ortlent,  Mr.  Hsstingii  Mid  hii  CminnI  lUvidcil  liu 
KUil  tHo  lalarj  oimrw^  to  It  aiuonfc  llirra  pcntma, — tbe  8nt,  • 
ivoitiMi,  iii(»p>hlc  in  tliiii  cinintiy  nf  bit;  Drlivu  eii)|ili>]riDcnt ;  in  Uim  I 
t.hfrc  iirvpr  wru  mi  inatuuv  in  Indiit  of  nioh  a  truat  *i  di^Mwil  of i  tt(  I 
M«iini].  Ri^nh  Ouunlun,  ivhoni  Ii(r.  HnatiiiK*  now  calU  &  ]*iHlnK  nflirf  I 
main  nljilitS*"!,  a  GtMitou,  anil  tlie  itin  iif  IbjaU  Nundronari  iIm  l"'' 

Riijab  Uiilhili,  wh'we  youth  and  iriexiH-rient*  ci-iilnitlv  mnd^  it  ini|Ha 

OiDL  h«  KhiiiiM  lie  lit  for  nuch  xn  titllra>  u  that  iif  Kay  Kvftm  i— «§ 
huTiilii  "t  the  (lovffTnor  (Jpticnil  hn  may  fw  a  runm'iieiil  tntUll    ' 
It;  thia  hIaIr  nf  the  idink  Cmninctbn,  it  ap[imr>  lltaL  tbe  fliM  d 
w  Mr.  Hultntr^'  unvcromftnt  wtw  it  direct  dianbc^linm     "  '* 
paiiy'a  imliBK, 

"  Oiir  a]ipaintiociit  of  Rt\)ah  GonrtlaM  was  t«u|wiinir 
ehniiv  but  tietwwn  him  and  the  Nalwb's  mo<ber.     J  _ 
l)e|(uin,  thr  preHcnt  ihttrfsanB  of  the  Nabob  nnd  liu  fainily,  the  d 
of  hill  eroditnn,  iknd  the  inroii  nnd  dinhonontbto  nuic  in  wkldi  ij 
'  ktiit.  niiUclently  ihnw  what  cure  the  look  of  bi«  revenue*,  ami  iaL 
inannPT  tbej  were  diBpoxed  of.    Her  can  of  hia  ciluootion  ttaaAijI 


JttrMannt 
lUwKIiwi. 


Appotiii* 

AitmtidHln 
UnDorilii' 
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[iitcly  Ihnt  slie  should  attend  tti  the  ciillivHtJim  u        . , 

Antindvc  it  pti**ib1o  that  she  could  be  ciiialiAiMt  ftir  ■neh  a  irift,] 
aceonnti  bniught  down  by  Mr.  Jnmn  (Imnt  arc  under  «x> 
Tlio  ovor-pmrmentof  niar  N  lai>k»  an  oa-cmiit  of  tlw  Naliob's 
the  fvnr  1 77^,  hi  admitted  by  Mr.  tlnjilinipi  n*  a  itialeHal  cmi.J 
Nabob'ii  prevent  dehU.  I'ODtraetcd  duriiiu  the  iinanllanikip  a 
Brffuiii,  aK  BUfrpoaed  to  aiuunnt  tu  nine  laclta,  Ifany  ivg«f<lli>4 
Iiwa  to  tha  Comfiany'ti  onlera  »f  Au^nt.  IJTi,  which  dlnrt  ll 
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minister  at  the  Durbar  should  deliver  annually  to  the  Board  a  regular  7  Jrini  iroo. 
and  exact  account  of  the  application  of  the  several  sums  paid  by  the       * 
Company  to  the  Nabob,  sucli  ^I'astc  and  emliczzlement  could  not  have 
happened  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  some  gentlemen  who  appear  to  have 
•  profited  by  the  Begum's  bounty  would  have  lieen  precluded  from  one  of 
the  principal  sources  of  their  emoluments. 

"We  now  proceed  to  the  Governor's  minute  of  the  3()th  Julv.     He  Allogod 
asserts  that  the  Begum  was  comiwUed  to  deliver  a  paner  to  Mr.  Coring,  *^'y^^*"  «'2." 
containing  an  account  of  two  sums,  of  a  lack  and  a  naif  each,  given  to  ^^umT^)  give 
Mr.  Middlcton  and  the  Governor.     We  pay  no  regard  to  that  private  Inforniation 
information  from  which  the  (lovenior  collects  his  accounts  of  Mr.  Goring's  "i^JJJilj^jJJfj 
mpposcd  ill  treatment  of  the  Begum.     We  do  not  believe  that  any  com-  lo  Mr.  Mid- 
pulsion  was  used  with  her  to  induce  her  to  make  this  discovery.    If  there  il^'^a  "JJ^ 
WB8,  let  him  jirove  it.    The  court  of  Directors  will  sec  that,  on  her  men-  insM. 
tioniuff  an  intention  to  come  to  Calcutta,  she  had  immediate  i)ermission 
given  her  to  remove  to  this  town  or  to  any  other  part  of  the  provinces. 

"  We  confess  it  appears  very  extraordinary  that  Mr.  Hastings  should 
employ  so  much  time  and  laoour  to  show  that  the  discoveries  against 
him  have  been  obtained  by  im])roi)er  means,  ])ut  that  he  shoidd  take  no 
at«i)  wlmtever  to  invalidate  the  truth  of  them.     He  does  not  deny  the  NoKlcct  of 
receipt  of  the  mcmey.    The  Begum's  answers  to  the  questions  put  to  her  Mr.  llast- 
at  his  own  desire  make  it  impossible  that  he  should  deny  it.     It  seems  vJISTdatothc 
he  has  fonned  some  ])lan  of  defence  against  this  and  similar  charges,  i-lianrp. 
which  he  thinks  \inll  avail  him  in  a  court  of  justice,  and  which  it  would 
be  imprudent  in  him  to  antioii)ate  ut  this  time.     If  he  has  not  received 
the  money,  we  see  no  reason  for  such  a  guarded  and  cautious  method  of 
proceeding.     An  innocent  man  would  take  a  shorter  and  easier  course ; 
ne  would  voluntarily  exculpate  himself  by  liis  oath."  ♦ 

You  observe  that  these  words,  which  are  as  stronjij  as  Non-<iiMiiai 
ODuld  be  found  in  the  language,  are  used  by  General  Chi- ilJi^onho 
vering,   Colonel  Monson  and  Mr.  Frauv-^/is,  for  I  he  purpose  *'^'''"^'*^- 
of  showing  Mr.  Hastings-— what? — not  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  him  his  guilt,  but  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that 
the  queries  which  he  had  put  to  the  Munny  Begum,  to- 
gether with  his  acquiescence  in  tliis  answer,  and  the  whole 
of  hi8  conduct,  amounted  to  acquiescence  in  the  fact,  and  to 
mark  to  him  that  he  had  in  no  instance  ever  denied  it. 

My  Lords,  to  these  paragraphs  which  I  have  read  the 
Governor  General  says, — 

**  Obflen'Btions  on  the  minute  of  General  Clavering,  Tolonel  Monson  Minuto  of 
and  Mr.  Francis.  Mr.  lUnt- 

"  •  I  shall  n*])Iy  to  each  paragraph  in  this  minute,  scporately.' "  !SSwer. 

Here  your  Lordships,  I  suppose,  if  you  have  not  looked 
at  the  evidence  or  if  it  shouhl  happen  to  be  out  of  your 
mind,  will  expect  that  Mr.  Hastings,  in  his  reply  to  all  of 
these  paragraphs  of  the  minute,  separately,  will  either  do 


*  Extract  from  a  minato  of  Gen.  Clavering,  Col.  Monson  and  Mr.  Francis, 
of  the  15lh  Sept,  1775,— Printed  in  the  "Minutes  of  the  Evidence.**  p.  1097. 
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!t89     Summing  of  EmdfNCe  on  6th,  'Ih  ami  Wth,  Char^t 

itlTv^  that  wliivii  lie  was  called  upon  to  Ja  as  a  mim  of  Jwnoor— 
ijvny  the  fact  of  liaring  reccivcrd  tlic  uioncy,  or  that  ht 
vnmU  iliuw  vome  reosoiu  why  his  acting  a»  he  hat  How  u 
oinsintvnt  with  the  fiict  bcins  &W  ;  and  tliat  it  ii  ixmiUe. 
lie  tntjiht  have  acUnl  m»  he  ana  done  am]  apotte  as  lieliii 
spnkcn,  iiutJ]wi<ing  the  raoimy  never  to  )uvu  liecn  nwnred 
by  him  No  !  )iv  uiitwen  thia  minute  in  n  T«ry  pnrtieulai 
maiiDt>r: —  | 

"  I  ihnll  tvp'T  to  rafli  pusi(n|ili  uf  thu  minuUi,  BcpantelT. 
"  lid.  HcquifM  oo  reiily. 
■•  .Id.  'niii  mcrin  Di>n«. 
'"^BM"  '       "  ""^^  '  '*■'"'  dpclMtd  on  oatli  lirfor*>  tho  Sui-rmw  Court  of  Juitiff 
ttwSmm-    thftt   I  neither  nilviicd  nor  Miraunirnl  thn   gmMccntinn  >if  UklnnfA 
'"*''  Sntidaymni,      It  would  hare   ill  liMvtue   tho   flnt   iM4r**nsle  n  ti* 

KtUcmmt  to  liKVF  Rii{>lojed  hit  Influcnw  ritlier  to  (inxncrtc  nriliiawfe 


■'  Vi.  y.i.  14.  15.  Thwe  require  no 
"  30,  21.  "ITiMe  reqiiiw  no  renlr. 


•fij. 


'•  2S.  Thi«  f*qui««  no  reply. 

Thcee  arc  the  anewcre  whioh  the  Governor  OoncTJiI  !"»- 
faccM— "  Obi«or\-ations  iiiK)n  the  imnnteof  Gencml  {".■•■  r  . 
Colonel  Mnnson  nnd  Mr.  Francis,"  in   whii'h  h. 
he  shall  reply  to  oach  paragrajjh  Bcparatcly.     '!!.■ 
arc — "  This  deacrvea  none."—"  This  rsquirfii  duik  T  -  i  ; 
little  varialian  of  the  languogo — "  This  uient*  noui::'  wJ 
ho   gives  no  answer   to  them   whiitever!     Ho  miglji  lii" 
dcxpiiod  thejuptic*  of  thia  rotintry,  jioaniblr,  and  Ti- mif;''' 
have  Htnod  the  brunt  of  nil  thin  inquiry  rwilnont  i>       i : 
the  Qflcusfttionfi  brought  ngatnf) I  him].     Hut,   forin! 
the  justice  of  this  (Muntry,  he  line  not  in;jcni!ril 
himi>elf  up  in  thoue  silent  replies, — if  I  in»y  be  allowiii  'i> '« 
contradictory  tenns;  htit  he  has  given  rxplaiuitinn>i  ot  h» 
conduct,  suen  as  I  have  already  slated  to  your  Lonthipt  i" 
this  instance,  and  shall  linvc  occasion  to  state  In  nunj  I'thcr 
other  inttancc^.     But  it  does  hnppen  that,  even  in  ibp^o'' 
xpacc  of  these  few  lines,  he  does  give  mc  gniui>d  tn  cdi^nt 
upon  these  negative  replies,  and  to  infer  the  opinion,  wtw* 
I  hope  I  have  alrwidy  impressed  upon  your  IjordHhifiw'  mioih 
tliat  he  did  admit  and  acquiesce  in  the  idea  of  faaTTm;K' 
cepted  that  sum ;  for,  with  respect  to  article  tlio  f<.>url^  be 
has  said — 


I  noilhrr 


I  liikvc  (Ipclarctl  upon  oatli,  b«ftiro  the  Supreme  Coart  nf  Jintin.'''' 
ilhrr  sdvised  nor  encoun^eil  tho  prosecutiaa  of  Matum^h  .V#'' 


■  Printed  in  the  "  Mlnum  at  xU  BvUnw,"  |i.  I  OH. 
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Ui)on  \i'hat  distinctions  will  the  defendant  cstiiblish  that,  7  June  1700. 
when  there  were  accusations  against  him  directly — such  as 
there  were  with  respect  to  the  money  he  had  received — it 
was  not  necessary  for  him  to  deny  them  ;  and,  when  there  was 
not  a  specific  accusation,  but  something  which  he  interprets 
into  an  accusation,  respecting  the  prosecuting  of  Nund- 
comar,  he  then  thinks  it  necessary  to  purge  himself  upon 
oath  of  that  guilt? 

My  Lords,  I  am  speaking  my  own  opinion,  and  not  the 
sense  of  any  body  of  men  who  deputed  me  here,  that,  if 
the  death  of  Nundcomar  was  a  crime,  it  was  a  crime  far 
exceeding  all  peculation ;  it  was  a  crime  far  exceeding  all 
bribery  whatever;  it  was  a  crime  of  the  blackest  die  which, 
perhaps,  it  was  in  the  power  of  any  human  creature  to 
commit!  But  will  Mr.  Hastings,  or  any  person  accused, 
say  that  the  enormity  of  this  crime  was  the  ground  upon 
which  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  deny  it  ?  I  should  have 
rather  thought  that  the  reasoning  would  have  turned  other- 
wise, and  that  a  man  might  have  possibly  said — '^  when  you 
accuse  me  of  such  enormous  crimes  as  this,  bring  me  to  my 
trial  and  I  will  justify  myself."  But,  that  he  should  say — 
**  upon  all  other  subjects  accuse  me  as  you  will ;  of  murder 
— accuse  me  of  this — I  will  purge  myself  ujHjn  oath; — but 
accuse  me  of  specific  crimes — of  peculation — accuse  me 
of  taking  bribes,  and  that  is  a  subject  which  I  will  not 
answer,  or  deny  the  fact  of  having  received  them!"  I  Duty  to 
should  have  thought  that,  if  there  was  a  peculiar  delicacy  in  "n^'iyon 
the  mind  of  any  man,  that  would  make  him  more  forward  Jjlj^j^w-y 
to  offer  an  inquiry  upon  one  subject  rather  than  another,  it  corruption. 
would  be  \x\iOii  all  subjects  connected  with  and  related  to 
pecuniary  transactions.  Men  would  naturally  say,  upon  all 
crimes  connected  with  corruption,  upon  oil  crimes  connected 
with  peculation,  and  connected  specially  with  corruption  and 
|)CCulation  in  a  phice  and  in  a  settlement  where  those  crimes 
have  been  so  notoriously  committed,  that  a  man  would,  in 
that  situation,  offer  himself  to  an  investigation  with  peculiar 
earnestness.  But  he  did  no  such  thing ;  and,  in  a  letter  ]^Lm*m '. 
which  he  afterwards  wrote  to  the  court  of  Diifectors,  intothoDi- 
which  he  complains  much  of  the  conduct  of  the  whole 
majority,  in  which  he  complains  much  of  their  conduct  to 
him  in  every  respect,  in  which  lie  complains  much  of  the 
commission  granted  to  Mr.  Goring,  and  of  Mr.  Goring's 
manner  of  executing  of  it — a  long  detailed  circumstantial 
letter — there  is  this  to  be  observed,  that  he  denies  many 
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thinge,  in  U;  tlml  lie  dewornl^  In  very  tnmu(«  jmrtii'iili 
oDc  nf  whtoh  I  will  ^vc  your  Uordwliipii  n«  n  niocimoii. 
is  in  page  1024  of  your  LonliAii»'  MinuU's.     He  mj*,- 

"  A*  If  i-he  riiUbTtfu  uf  witltlioVliitK  Trvta  NnnojnMf  k  )i«lakKa  « 
be  Inj*!  clkim  to,  I  hhi  NahKincd  W  rt-yU  to  an  fiiliJE  aa  ■eniutiiiii. 
BodoBuro,  No.  2,  dcliiTrnJ  to  mc  bv  Mudftliii  Roy,  Ui«  t«kwl  of  Ri 
ShlUbroy,  containi  all  th&t  I  knov  M  thii  •&»,  nixpt  thw  tlM  p ' ' 
ia  in  luy  powwrnion,  u  !  am  told — for  I  have  nertt-  wen  it-*' 

Kow,  in  this  letter,  ho  c^om  so  fiu-  eu  to  coudt 
reply  to  an  accusation  which  he  states,  and  status  n 
be  t>o  faUl«  as  not  even  to  merit  any  obecnratiot      ' 
But  he  does  oondeeoend  to  observe  upon  it ;   ho  0 
to  explain  that  <aot,  and,  by  a  reference  to  the  <f 
which  he  tdludcn,  t4>  p)irge  himself  fKxn  any  g 

<i  subject  of  this  miitcrahlc  palukio ;  and  yet,  in  thii 
where  he  answers  to  circucimtimce:!!  no  futilci  as  1 
says,  tlint  he  it  almost  ashamoci  of  saying  anytliing  1 
tlioni.  lit'  d(jc8  nvaid,  throughout  the  letter,  in  any  ( 
pasnago  nf  it, — and  I  dcDirc  your  Ixirdships,  wheu  ya 
read  it  again,  will  read  it  attentively  with  uial  view,-' 
ntiidioiialy  aviiids  saying  any  w<m)  which  can  be  oMUtr 
into  a  denial  nf  having  i-Gceived  the  IA,0(K>JL,  or  lao  and  ■ 
half,  upon  pretence  of  cxpen^ex. 

Therefore,  I  think  thif  is  not  a  point  In  ha  argued  npQ 
circumstnnttiil  cvideiiee.  1  think  we  have  proved  deal) 
ticfi>ra  your  Loi'd^hips,  hy  hit*  own  cooslnKUivo  wlniJuria 
Ihat  ho  did  receive  one  lac  and  a  half  of  rupees  frwii  \lwaaf 
lle^iiui  oti  tlic  pr«t«rnoe  uf  ontcrtiiinmoDt. 

Uuving  proved  this  ptirt  of  the  charge,  iw  I  nppnlwnd^ 
from  his  own  oonfessioot  or  at  least  from  that  constxnctiw 
confession,  we  now  proceed  to  the  other  purl   of  it,  wU" 

,  is,  the  impropriety  of  the  appointiucnt  of  Uunny  BGi;«Dh 
These  are  the  orders  of  the  Ouurt  of  Dirootuis,  at  {loge  f/ti) 
of  your  Lordsliips'  Minutes:— 

"  Gitrurt,  of  a  tetter  ttnm  Ihc  murt  nf  Dirorton  tii  ibe  f  rendml  fl^. 
Couiii-i]  Hi  F<irt  William,  in  H<'Ti)[nI.  (latcil  ^th  August.  1771.  tNgiBO^ 
at  psico  ID'  of  tlin  nunc  booh.  7 

"'llinugirwnhnvcDotndciubt  tiut  tbatb;  tlic  nerliuB  of  joarsU 
tie*,  and  thv  ourv  anil  awiiluity  of  uur  VL-nitnU  in  tli«  nujmriiitaiiiaH^I 
thr  rcvcnUM,  tli«  fuUcHiotit  will  Iw  oouilurtcii  witli  mot*  ai]Tana|tH 
the  L'om|iiuif  anil  vMe  In  ihe  riath-et  tlian  1)f  in«MM  nf  a  Naib-DiM 
we  arc  fkil),v  >ei((iil>l«  of  the  Mpu(U(>ac7  of  supportii^  •anM  nitiaJ* 
miiiiMcr,  In  ttic  (V>ni]>aiiy'i>  intunst,  at  tbf  Xahob'a  ciMut,  In  In^A 
ilie  {lolittnl  ain>ir«  of  (he  ('irc-or,  anil  MVerpiuQ  betwiwD  the  Ctmmwf  mA 
Uie  Kiitijcets  iif  aaj  K\m>piMn  i>r)<nr,  in  all  owes  irltuniin  iW  of, 
thwart  oar  Inturwt   ur  «iioroac1i  oa  our  aatlienty  j   uii]  at  UaWnlC 
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Rt'za  Cawn  can  no  lonf^^er  l)e  considered  by  us  as  one  to  whom  such  a  7  Junk  1790. 
|K>wer  can  safely  Le  committed,  we  tnist  to  your  local  knowledge  the 
selection  of  sonie  person  well  qualified  for  the  affairs  of  government,  and 
of  whose  attachment  to  the  Company  you  shall  be  well  assured.  Such 
person  you  will  recommend  to  tne  S^abob  to  succeed  Mahomed  Hcza  as 
minister  of  the  Government  and  guardian  of  the  Nabob's  minority ;  and 
we  i^crsuade  ourselves  that  the  Nabob  will  pay  such  regard  to  your 
recommendation  as  to  invest  him  \idth  the  necessary  j)ower  and  authority. 
** '  As  the  advantages  which  the  Company  ma^-  receive  from  the  appoint- 
ment of  such  minister  will  depend  on  nis  readmess  to  [jromote  our  views 
and  advance  our  interest,  we  are  willing  to  allow  him  so  liberal  a  gratifi- 
cation as  may  excite  his  zeal  and  ensure  his  attachment  to  the  Company ; 
we  therefore  empower  you  to  grant  to  the  person  whom  you  shall  think 

worthy  of  this  trust  an  annual  allowance,  not  exceeding  three  lacks  of  A?*lllf ^  ^  . 
^,.1  .J  ,1  'n       1.  ii»  allowance  or 

rupees,  which  we  consider  not  only  as  a  munificent  reward  for  any  three  lacs. 

services  he  shall  render  the  Company,  but  sufficient  to  enalile  him  *<>  p,  •  ,  # 
•upport  his  station  -mih  suitable  rank  and  dignity.     And  here  we  must  tiio'iuini- 
add,  that,  in  the  choice  you  shall  make  of  a  i)erson  to  be  the  active  minister  ster. 
of  the  Nabob's  government,  we  hoi)e  and  trust  that  you  will  .show  your- 
selves worthy  of  the  confidence  we  nave  placed  in  you.  by  l)cing  actuated 
therein   bv  no  other  motives  than  those  of  the  ]mblic  good  and  the 
safety  ancf  interest  of  the  ( 'om])any. 

•'  *  As  the  disbursements  of  the  sums  allotted  to  the  Nalxib  for  the 
maintenance  of  his  household  and  family,  and  the  support  of  his  dignity, 
will  pass  through  the  hands  of  the  minister  who  shall  be  selected  by  you 
conformable  to  our  preceding  orders,  we  expect  that  you  will  recpiirc 
such  minister  to  deliver  annually  to  your  Board  a  regular  and  exact 
account  of  the  a])|)lication  of  the  scvend  .^iiims  jiaid  by  the  Company  to 
the  Nabob.     'Hiis  you  will  strictly  cxamiuo  ;  and  wc  trust  that  vou  will  onluTxsi" 
iiot  suffer  any  part  of  the  Nabob's  stipencl  to  be  appropriatefl  to  the  wai»*s  stl- 
ininistor's  own  use,  or  wasted  among  the  uunccessury  dependants  of  the  l»^''^"' 
court ;  but  that  the  whole  amount  be  ap])hed  to  the  purposes  for  which 
it  was  asbigned  by  us.""'' 

In  this  your  Lordship.**  have  the  Company 's  orders,  which 
arc  exceedingly  material  for  you  to  observe  in  many  points 
of  view,     liut  the    point  of  view    which    I  more   particu- ?*"•.  Ha-.t- 
larly  press    upon  your  Lordships  at  tins  moment  is,   that  «iui-tri?- 
they  appeal  to  local  experience  to  appoint  a  person  every  ap,wVni? 
way  qualified  for  the  situation  in  which   Mohammed  Keza  lJi\'!^*.H^Mo 
Khan    had    previously    been.       What   docs   Mr.    lljw<tinffs  Moiiammod 
ujKin  this  t     An  ap])lication  is  made  to  nun  to  succeed  to  the  AiipUcatiou 
office  of  Moliammed  Keza  Khan  by  an  uncle  of  the  minor  *'y  \<V' 
Naw.ib,  1  etterain-ud-Uowla;  he  writes,  as  we  have  shown  ih»wia. 
in  evidence,  a  letter,  in  which  he  states  hinif-clf,  by  being  the  Nawaii. 
nearest  relation  to  the  Nawab,  to  be  the  propercst  person  to 
stand  in  the   situation   in   which    Mohammed   Reza  Khan 
before  stood.     But  he  states  it,  not  only  upon  the  pretences 


Printed  in  the  **  Minutes  of  the  Evidence,"  p.  1)73. 
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sua     Huaiminff  of  £vaieiKe  on  GtA,  1th  and  14(A,  (%ayt4: 

K.  iM'lucl)  ho  hsH,  but  tltat  lie  tiM  bocn  dorired  to  to  do  bj  d 
IIt<f;itiu,  the  itiolher  of  the  Naw>h. 

Mr.  Huttngff,  u  we  h&ve  ■tated  to  jour  Loidsbipt  ] 
evidciine,  in  {ta^  975i  ^^^  '  varietur  of  rouoflfi  a 
aiipointing  Y«ttenitn-ud-l3o«rla.  Among  other  reua 
givcH  ti>u  daiif;cr  in  nhicU  the  Company  wuuld  W  fnxu  u 
nwa  brin<;  appuintcd  to  thiit  office ;  becjiu^p,  be  mva  in  tb 
office  there  might  bi-  intrigues  Bgain^t  thv  Coin[ian]r,  i 
In  ehorlt  the  authority  o(  the  penon  in  the  {ilacc  of  ll 
KAwab  might  bo  restored  to  an  extent  which  mi^it  be  iu 

5 emus  intb  respect  to  the  intcrents  of  the  Indiii  Cooipu 
le  aleo  etntee,  that  he  thintis  the  »uni  of  three  lacs  of  mp* 
too  large  a  sum  to  be  squandered  upon  the  pcrwo  wbia  I 
considers  to  be  totally  inefficient  atid  u«elc^  Ui  the  ffrm 
luent.  Therefore,  be  entirely  waives  the  onlers  uf  tl 
Cfinjany ;  a|>|)oinlii  ii(il>ody  in  the  tituntion  of  Mohasm 
llexii  Khiui ;  but  uii]Kiii>t*  tliree  officers  in  bis  ftead.  Mm 
Itegiim,  lliijn  tjooriiai'!',  mid  a  eubordinute  officer,  whwu  u 
is  Sitdder-ul-Hiik  Khun. 

We  bare  stated  before  your  Lord»bipa  who  ibU  itin 
Bi^uin  woi, — that  ehc  wa»  origiuidly  in  n  very  low  litiutii 
of  life ;  that  afterwards  ^e  wat  a  misfrCM  of  Mb  Jaffier,  *i 
by  bini  had  tbis  natural  son,  Nnjem-uU-Dowbi,  vIki  by  li 
forruption  of  the  t'ompany's  serviints  bad  been  pat  IbII 
situation  of  Nanab,  but  who  was  since  dead.  The  Dnl«* 
the  Company  being,  speciBcally  and  directly,  that  be  aim 
iippoinl  a  proper  person,  a  person  of  cot)i)idcntble  a'"*^ 
nnd  a  {>ersoti  of  considerable  station,  lu  cxnuninDd  ntM 
IVoni  foreign  powers,  as  ^uecceeor  to  Mohammed  Re»  Kal 
he  appoints  u  woman,  a  weak  woman  as  ho  considered  her  tali 
n  wuuiaii  of  low  extruotion,  nud  a  wnnian  no  way  qoaUfieJl 
command  the  respect  due  to  tins  situation  ;  luid,  having  *<i<<^ 
that  three  lacs  would  be  too  much  much  to  give  to  uiA 
ofliccr,  he  tnltes  the  whole  uf  those  three  incs  and  dtckkc  ll 
between  her,  Uaja  Qoordass, — of  whom  he  xtatea  liimMlf  t 
have  no  opinion — whom  ho  jiuts  at  the  head  of  (he  b««" 
bold,  and  this  subordinato  omcor,  ivbo  Iiaa  very  Utile  v(  i 
business  or  profit, — only  6,000  rupees,  1  think,  out  of  it 
whole  three  laoa. 

We  contend  tbnt,  in  that  act,  we  have  pmvcd  tha  pad  < 
'  our  charge  that  we  )isul  before:— that,  by  nppointinK  ''*' 
Munny  Begum  and  receiving  this  present  from  her,  M  i^ 
ouly  incurred  the  guilt  of  liaving  received  a  presoil  •' ' 
bo  hod  uo  right  to  have  received  one ;  ha  not  only  iurt 
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guilt  of  putting  a  person  in  the  situation  on  account  7  Jv>-ei7u9. 

luit  present;    but  that  he  did  substantively  appoint  a 

on  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  orders  of  the  Directors^, 

r  being,  to  appoint  a   person  of  the  description  I  have 

ady  and  he  appointing  a  person  no  ways  answering,  in 

one  particular,  to  that  description. 

[y  Lords,  I  think  I  have  now  done,  with  respect  to  these  Rccapituia- 

points^  what  I  promised  your  Lordships  to  do.     I  have  ^^°"' 

red  the  substantive  part  of  the  charge.     I  have  proved 

Mr.  Hastings  did  accept  one  lac  and  a  half  of  rupees 
rary  to  what  I  have  stated  to  be  his  duty.  I  have 
red,  also,  that  he  did  appoint  Munny  Begum  to  a 
ition  of  respect  for  which  she  was  by  no  means  fit,  from 
drcumstances  which  belong  to  her,  and  which  I  charge 
€  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  oixlers  of  the  Company 
cting  him  to  put  in  that  place  a  person  of  a  very  different 
I  I  might  say,  opposite  description. 

[ere  I  beg  to  pause  for  a  moment,  to  state  that,  if  I  were 
top  short  here,  I  should  conceive  myself  intitled  to  call 
judgment,  and  to  say  to  your  Lordships  that  you  cannot 
other  than  pronounce  Mr.  Hastings  to  be  guilty  upon 
iO  parts  of  the  sixth  Article  of  the  impeachment  which  I 
3  stated  to  your  Lordships.     But  I  have  not  done  upon 

subject  yet;  bcciiuse  I  would  say  one  word,  if  your  sitmtion of 
dflhips   would  allow  me,  upon   the   particular  situation  and  caHt  of 
ihis  Court  in  the  case  of  an  impeachment,  and  of  the  SJI^ught 
icular  cast  of  the  crimes  which  wc  here  accuse.  hator^  it. 

Q  the  first  place,  with  regard  to  the  particular  cast  of  the 
ics,  many  of  the  crimes  that  wc  state  are  disobedience.  DiHobc- 
;his  particular  instance,  the  substance  of  the  two  crimes    '^"^* 
siats  in  disobedience — that  he  accepted  presents  which  he 
forbid  to  accept,  and  that  he  appointed  Munny  Begum  Particular 
trary  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of  Directors.     These  I  oucdiouco 
seive  to  be  substantive  crimes.      But,  my  Lords,  the  "^"'*^- 
BUice  from  Bengal  to  Great  Britain,  the  impossibility  of 
3tly  adapting  any  orders  given  in  London  to  the  circum- 
ces  that  may  happen  to  exist  in   Bengal,  are  such  that, 
oubtedly,  there  may  be  cases  where  a  disobedience  to 
ordera  of  the  Company,  or  even  a  disobedience  to  an 

of  Parliament,  may  be,  if  not  wholly  justified,  yet  to  a 
it  degree  excused;  and  in  some  instances,  possibly,  it 
•  go  further  than  either  excuse  or  justification,  and  be  in 
f  meritorious.  But  these  are  all  exceptions  to  the 
end  rule,     I  contend  tluit,  when  I  have  proved  that  a 
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>>  Oovcmtir  did  tliniboy  ordun  whidi  lie  vnu  boiiQ<l  to  ohaj, 
that  ho  bad  rcocivwl  monvy  wb'idi  liu  )iail  Ihmw  tokl  noi  M 
rucolvo,  fir  thai  lie  hod  apptrinlcd  n  person  wtioni  be  hd 
been  told  not  to  n|)paint.  you  mu*t  nnwume  blm,  pnm^- 
Jheif,  gai\tj ;  nnd  thnt  it  roeL*  npaa  him  to  etKle  then*- 
tiouUr  cJrcuDiHtanocs  which  make  that  diaobcdtcnu,  which 
i*,  ftriiiui  /arif,  mmioalt  in  a  porttcuhu'  instance,  uthcr  nxfi- 
torious  or  at  leant  innocent. 

Bui,  my  Lnnb,  I  think  tliat,  in  thin  oue,  I  slmll  be  able  t* 
prow-  txi  yuiir  hoiiUhipd — nfler  having  nn»v<«d,  tin  I  tfainfcl 
luivc,  thu  tfubatiintivc  guilt— n  great  number  of  circuuntiaM 
to  nhow  th»t  this  discibixlicnco  wiv  not  to  lif  justified;  tkt 
this  diraWfdivocv  wiu  not  to  bv  cxcuM'tl ;  butt  on  A» 
contrary,  that  thorc  are  many  circmnstnnccs  in  it  vliicfa  wU 
to  tliD  ditwbedionce  iteclf,  and  aggrarate  that  which  is,pra» 
farie,  in  itself  u  crime 

Having  atatt'd  these  peculiaritie.-!  willi  respect  to  tb 
nature  of  tlio  criinea  which  wfi  proacniite,  I  will  sLhi  itilB 

"*  eotuc  pt'culiaritieii  with  respect  to  the  Court.  AVhenymf 
Lorditliipd  ehftll  have  found  Mr.  Hastings  goihy,  ll* 
Commune  will  have  nothing  more  to  do,  an  I  undcnUol 
than  to  pray  for  judgment  agiiiiut  hiui.  It  i*  uowiltle  "JM 
Lordships  may  find  Mr,  Hastings  gu!Uy  of  a  iiiiSAk-iDunaMi; 
that  it  uiny  bi'  nflorwards  nwttcr  of  much  dolibi-ratiini  wbl 
the  weight,  tlie  nature  and  di<grce,  of  that  miNlcuicsni'Sr ^ 
in  order  to  affix  to  it  an  adequate  and  proportionable  pimA- 
menL  Of  thai,  I  conceive,  it  is  my  dah-  now  to  ^lak' 
and  that  it  b  my  duty,  haying  shown  that  Mr.  Ilafta^ 
committed  a  misdemeanour,  to  show  the  nature  tif  it— 1( 
atate  the  circumstances  which  aggravate  it ;  md  wW 
eircuui«itimcea  ougtit  to  be  in  your  LnrdshifM*  considostJl^ 
when  you  come  to  fix  a  punisliuieiit  for  tho  tnisdemeuHHUi 
which  wo  have  provci 

My  Lords,  I  shall  now  proceed  to  show  your  LonbUfa 
frotu  the  evidence  produced  at  your  bar  bet  year,  that  tlw* 
are  many  circumstances  which  I  liavo  not  yet  touched  iip^ 
because  I  do  not  think  them  necewary  to  pr\)vc  the  onA 
but  which  I  am  sure  your  Lordahips  will  take  into  consAr 
ation,  boUi  na  cstabHahing,  in  the  first  place,  the  maliu  tma** 
which  constituten  the  guut,  and,  in  the  second,  the  d^n»*f 

-"guilt  which  conHtitutcs  tlie  crime.  It  may  nut  be  aiw*,ii 
the  first  instance,  to  utatc  to  your  Lordshipe,  that  I  fhsJl 
conceive  there  would  be  little  ditncully  in  ndmittiDff,  tbi* 
any  oiroumstanco  that  showed  that  Mr.  IladtJiigc  latTboa 
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^ilty   of  any  great,  unwarrantable,   partiality  to   Munny  7  June  1790. 
Seguni, — tliat  he  had  done  much  in  her  favour,  or  in  the 
ftvour  of  her   own  eon,  or  of  the  government  of  Bengal, 
rliich  he  ought  not  to  have  done, — that  any  such  proof  will 
;o  a  great  way  to  convince  your  Lordships  that  the  appoint- 
aent  that  he   made   of  her  was   not  only  a  disooedient 
ppointment,  but  was  a  criminal  appointment,  and  that  tlie  criniiiiaiity 
nresent  which  he  accepted  from  her  was,  not  only  illegal,  J^wiutment. 
mt,  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  a  criminal  and  corrupt 
KTCsent. 

The  first  instance  I  shall  produce  to  your  Lordships  upon 
hia  subject  is  one,  in  my  idea,  so  powerful  that,  strong  as 
he  rest  are,  I  hardly  know  whether  it  is  worth  while  to  rely 
ipon  them ;  because,  in  itself,  it  carries  features  of  crimi- 
lality  and  corruption  so  strong  that,  even  if  it  belonged  to  a 
act  otherwise  apparently  innocent,  it  would  give  its  colour 
md  dye  to  that  act.  ]Viy  Lords,  we  have  proved  that  orders  order  of  the 
lad  come  from  the  court  of  Directors — I  believe  in  the  year  r<iiu«>  the 
1771  or  thereabouts — to  reduce  the  stipend  of  the  Nawab  Jtf^Iid? 
rom  thirty-one  lacs,  or  thereabouts,  to  sixteen  lacs.  We  have 
nroved  to  your  Lordships  that  Mr.  Cartier,  in  the  month  of 
fanuary,  1772,  notified  to  the  NaAvab  this  intended  reduction, 
md  that  it  was  understood  that  it  was  to  take  place,  I  believe, 
iom  the  date  of  that  letter,  or  from  the  date  of  the  Nawab's 
•cceipt— which  is  no  difference,  it  being  but  a  small  dis- 
nncc, — and  that  the  reduction,  ordered  by  the  Company,  in 
;he  Nawab's  settlement  was  to  take  place  from  some  time  in 
lie  month  of  January,  1772.  This  was  the  intention  of 
lie  Company.  But  it  is  not  so  material  for  me  to  state  that, 
>ecau8c  I  am  about  to  read  a  letter  of  Mr.  Hastings  to  the 
[Company,  in  which  he  shows  how  he  understood  their  sense 
>f  this  order ;  and  he  takes  a  considemble  merit  to  himself 
'or  having  executed  it  in  the  way  in  which  he  sui)i)oses 
licm  to  have  wished  it  to  be  executed.  And  I  do  assure 
^our  Lordships  that  your  time  will  not  be  thrown  away,  if 
^ou  listen  attentively  to  every  word  of  that  short  letter 
nrhich  I  am  about  to  read  to  you.  It  is  in  page  984  of  your 
Ifinutes. 

"  £xtract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hasthufs  to  the  court   of 
Directtrrsy  dated  Fort  fVtlliam,  25th  March,  1775. 


tt  * 


Your  onlcr  for  the  reduction  of  the  Nabob's  stijieiid  was  cominu-r  Ixtiorof 
licBtcd  to  him  in  the  month  of   December,  1771.      He  remonstrated  |J|jj^^^^|^'^ 
igftiost  it,  and  desired  it  mij^ht  again  be  referred  to  the  Company.    The  juiu^ctors. 


I 


3U0      Snmminjf  uj  EoiiUHtx  au  Ql/t,  Tlh  uail  Uth,  Ciuifya 

I  Jmni  tm.  Biuu4  Uuntif  Mi|uiciocd  m  Ub  mooixitnuioe.  uid  tbc  •uli4(i[tKM  a 

ninjta  of  lu>  utijMDil  were  maJe  na  heroic.      I  mlKht  taaitjr  iMr*  mm 

^^^  ni^Klf  <'f  (liis  iiira.  I  might  hat-c  tnMcd  it  u  an  art  nf  iki  p 
UirMtnb  <t»vrjiicnrnt,  with  which  I  hkil  tirt  OMMi  tir  tntorfm^  Mid  Jn^cd  tn  ■■ 
toU»n4no-  iag  the  impcDubilitr  of  hi*  drfnjiojt  tbo  vaat  erpeBM  a  hi*  (Mill 
^"'  hinuehotd  without  it.  which  I  canld  nave  pfOTed  Irjr  plaottMcBgi 

drawn  Itoiu  Ikf  Dctu»l  amoual  o(  the  Nbantnt  afld  H«IitB  cM 
DUntd  I  ati4  txith  tli«  Nabob  and  th«  Be)rum  wwuld  hare  Iibrnl|rpt 
nwmliw-    rhuril  my  forhruaoM.     Inttoad  of  iNinniing  ihia  |iUn,  I  camnl  jW. 
JjJ^^         ordsn   rifuU/  anil   litomllr   into  eierutioD.      I    t«diit»d   ibf  K»(M| 
lunninxl      ■ti)H:n>l  fnim  thn  date  on  wnioh  the  finrt  natificiitioQ  nT  it  na  in«l> 
bim.     I  undcrtonk  mjnelf  the  Itlmtiaaa  and  rcjiraaeliful  taik  nf  iinuB 
lui  cliiFycs.  ftrim  itD  eicrW)  of  hia  fwniiM'  vbpead,  to  the  ntm  M  1 
NdiiMil  lUitwatm  \  and  1  had  the  MlUradion  of  vu;wiag  Uw  .V^bA 
a  itktf  '>f  ma#njll(wae«  iiiitalila  Xn  hi*  dignttj,  <rirhtn  ■  tWilTMMH 
oAar,   at  Pliwiie;,  whi-ir   ho   had  met  me,  the  v«ar  IvfiMv,  with  m 
apjinuuim  nf  indinnncc  and  mconneit.      For  t£i*,  too,  1  nn  ■Pp'*! ' 
miinT  Hmtlunm  i>f  your  »crriM,  who  were  witnnaci    nf  th*  >«h)J 
iiin(Ltir>n  in  hoth  the  \iniaAi  which  I  hav«  related."* 


Mmili. 


^^  There  ia  not  one  word  of  thin  letter  which  it  u  not  n 
'  rial  for  your  Lonlnhira  tji  reeolleoL  Yon  will  obtcrve  1] 
he  dUtca  tlint  the  r(.-<iiiction  in  the  NuwnbV  t-xpcoaM  inu  t 
take  {ilnoc  from  the  time  oC  itK  iiottficntton  to  him,  i&D< 
Cfimbcr,  1771,  &t  he  says;  lonly  contCDtl,  in  Janiuij,  If 71 
he  stales  that  the  Nawuh,  however,  had  reioowtnit 
»j;a!nst  this,  and  thnt  the  Conncil  seemed  to  oniuicBce,— "  i 
Boird  tacitly  acquiesced," — and  ho  adds  to  it — "1  a^ 
easily  hnvc  availed  mveelt'  of  ihis  pica,  nnd  joined  in  a  racdf 
of  ArffiimenLs ;"  ana  h«  ^ays — "  I  might  httvo  rtinnil  « 
ptiiuaihle  Kiffumentrt,"— I  ntther  think  ho  is  too  wuicai' 
aometimiM  about  the  plausibility  of  RrgiitDcniB  nhin  \ 
hrin^  in  xuoh  in»tanoc3^"  mid,  if  I  hud,  the  Nawab  aiui ' 
ItefTiim  would  hnvo  libtintlly  purchased  my  forbcoraDco]  1 

— (Or   I,  disregrirding  all  hopes  of  tnc  liberality  of  tho  Dcguma 

^wkb'!  Nnwnb,  not  looking  to  (heir  protection,  not  lottkins  t"  it 
bunhDiiL  fiivour.  I  was  above  all  considemtioos  of  pily  gun  toiJ 
uess  to  thnt  innumerahle  cn>-]>s  of  the  aervfttita  of  the  y** 
who  were  to  he  dismissed,  and  pensionen  who  won  to  be 
nt  Inrgc.  I  executed  my  duty  in  a  rigid,  sfkicrti,  wanner,^ 
rcg.iraing  the  cries  of  AufTercra  on  one  hand,  disn^itnlins  i 
entreaties  of  the  Nawab  on  the  other,  disrcgnrding  oQiuin 
tuges  to  tnyiieir;  bcoiui^e,  instead  of  gaining  tho  farour  id 
gratitude  of  the  Ucgum  nnd  Xavtiib,  1  subjected  myieU  I 
their  ri'seutment,  by  putting  this  order  in  n^d  execotknll 
the  time  when  it  was  Snst  notified  to  them." 


■  PriQlcd  in  the  "Uinates  of  the  Evidcow,"  |b  Bai. 


^m 
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Is  it  uncandid  to  state  that,  when  a  man  puts  his  actions  7  junk  1790. 
pon  such  a  ground, — when  he  takes  a  merit  to  himself  for  inrci^^iili^ 

reduction  which,  he  says,  he  made  to  take  place  in  1772,  by'tiieVicts 
at  which  he  might  have  avoided  for  a  considerable  time  after-  [^"''^t^JiJ^ 
mrds,  and  the  avoidance  of  which,  he  says,  would  have  statcment^f. 
Ben  purchased  by  large  bribes  from  Munny  Begum  and  the 
Tawab — is  it  uncandid  to  say  that,  if  I  can  prove  that  he  did 
le  very  reverse  of  what  he  states ;  that  he  did  not  reduce 
.  till  1773,  instead  of  1772;  that  he  did  pay  the  thirty- 
He  lacs  instead  of  sixteen ;  and  that  he  did  all  those  things 
bich,  he  says,  he  might  have  done  if  he  was  inclined  to 
kke  bribes  and  receive  rewards — is  it  uncandid  to  say, 
'hen  he  has  put  the  test  of  his  innocence  or  guilt  upon  this 
ery  fact,  when  he  says — "  you  might  have  justly  sus- 
ected  me  if  I  had  not  reduced  it  from  the  beginning 
f  1772,  though  I  could  have  covered  my  conduct  with 
•lausible  arguments," — and  I  prove,  on  the  other  hand, 
hat  he  did  that  very  thing  which  he  denies — that  he  did 
;  from  those  motives  which  he  suggested  might  have 
een  motives  so  to  do  it  ?  —  that  he  might  have  been 
urchased  so  to  do  by  the  Nawab  and  the  Begum? 
f  I  do  prove  that  he  h<as  forborne,  is  it  uncandid  to 
%j  that  that  forbearance  was  liberally  purchased  by  the 
fawab  and  the  Begum, — especially,  as  we  know  that  from 
he  Munny  Begum  he  had  received  a  sum  which  he  was  not 
ititled  to  receive?  By  what  carelessness  he  wrote  this 
sttcr,  in  1775,  I  know  not;  by  what  evil  genius  impelled, 
e  wrote  this  letter,  in  1775,  I  know  not;  but  undoubtedly, 
6  does  there  take  to  himself  a  considerable  merit  for  a  fact 
rhich  is  not  true ;  and  does  fairly  admit  all  the  imputations 
rhich  we  can  lay  upon  him,  provided  the  state  of  that  fact  is 
»roved  not  to  be  as  he  has  stated  it. 

My  Lords,  about  two  months  after  the  writing  of  this 
sttcr,  in  which  he  has  ))oasted  of  his  firmness,  in  which  he 
as  boasted  of  all  the  things  which  I  have  stated,  and  in 
rhich  he  has  put  his  merit  upon  the  issue  of  tliat  fact, 
ppcar  these  circumstances  which  I  am  now  about  to  state, 
nd  which  have  already  been  produced  in  evidence.  The  Accounta 
allowing  is  an  extract  of  a  consultation  of  the  25th  of  xawnb. 
ifay,  1775,  beginning  at  page  376;  it  is  in  page  985  of 
our  Lordships'  printed  Mmutes:  — 

"  Account  current  of  the  Nabob  Mobarick  ul  Dowla,  from  the  time  of 
be  accession  to  the  musnud  to  the  IGth  of  August,  177^'     Creditor, 
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Kfat  mniiisl  ttipeoiL  iae  to  htm  hm   IM  Mm.  I'7<>.  to  <i»  IM 

Aoicutt,  177^  Bt  :il,Sl^iO  per  uiiiiud.  Tor  2|  nontlH.  IC  dafi,  i 

■•  Fort  WUUm 
"  Sailed,  Co. 
rkptrtmoBt." 

Hiu  following  in  nn  <uttmot  from  Uin  nmc  conitiliitii 
beginntng  at  jmge  2307  of  the  «inip  Ixwk  ; — 

"AemuM  nuffnt  of  Oiv  Nalxili,  Mntmrick  ul  Di<wk,  ftwn  11 
Aimurt.  I'li.  to  the  •tui  of  Fehruwry.  1776. 

"  V'it  uniiiiEil  xf  luiniiiil  «ti[>cnil.  iIud  to  hfm.  mt  tlie  mU!  af  MHii 
Oft  aiinuiB,  airirMliIe  l'>  the  atalilijihtnent,  mm  IJtK  Ab|[iM  tn  3ll 
llmanlwr,  }J7^.  fat  tuuT  maatin.  ll.»t;i^. 

■•  t'lM  WilKam.  Ilth  May.  177^.     Krnira  avMfiltd. 

'■  Ki|tnc«l,  ('iiAtii.«!t  C8«mt," 

Now,  my  LoHii,  ytin  see  that,  b;  tUdi  nceAiintt  « 
Mr.  (_'r«f^,  it  nmman  that  lliu  nlJ  eAtahliiiliintfnt  n 
imc  luce  in  [«iiu  iIitwii  to  the  Slat  nf  Dt«cmhtrr,  1772;  i 
thntyoij  Ki.',  in  thi«  ncooiint— fur  bntli  llMnirvoants  lal)j'-i 
Buys,—"  ut  tho  rate  of  thirty-one  iRcit;"  nnrl,  if  yoa  wl 
obmrro  the  sums,  they  arc  fairly  oileiilalcd  upon  iho  nl 
of  thirty-iinc  laca ;  thercforu  thorc  is  no  accidcnbil  mutMitm 
■  flciirtM.  Ko  thtit  it  appears  ihal  tbia  ifHriMichnMint,  w)u(4 
'  Mr.  IlunliiigH  mill  be  nricht,  if  ho  bail  b^wit  lyimmtl 
iniiltn«it,  liavR  dofpn-Ml  to  the  end  of  lh«  you*  1773,  irni 
he  Mii'l  tie  liiul  iniiny  pliuixiblo  ar^menta  to  defer  In  I7T1 
iiv  iIcfLirrinR  wliicli  to  1772  ho  Kutd  ho 'tlionlil  ImTegiiMi' 
tfic  fnrour  of  the  Ilc^^iiiii  nnd  the  Nawnti,  in  which  iiutari 
they  wnuhl  hnvo  piirchiwed  liWrally  hi»  forbcannn;.  nf 
Actitnlty,  contrary  to  the  fact  stJitM,  continued  down  t»  iV"^ 
end  of  1772,  witJiout  any  reasons  otTcred  for  it  l»y  Mr.  Hii( 
ingii,  and,  probably,  with  a  liberal  purchofo  giren  bin  A 
forbearance  by  the  Begum  and  tho  Nawah ! 

It  Would  appear  to  any  man,  not  aci^uninted  wilh  tiK 
gcnt^nd  inoileN  of  anting  of  Mr.  nasttno;.->,  n  strange  ■< 
iinftcconntahle  ihinc.  'hnl,  in  the  nionlh  ol  March,  1775,li' 
•hould  have  defv»(lcd  hii*  Innocence  mion  the  ground  rftl*, 
reduction  of  that  citAblifilunent  at  the  beginninfr  nf  th 
year  1772.  when  he  kaovr  that  there  wore,  in  the  aocoonttf 
oflioc,  occountM  wbieh  might  Iiave  been  pruduced,  and  wliW 
would  bring  him  to  tbo  complete  vhaino  to  which  I  Iw" 
juBt  now  brought  him  at  your  Lordsbipe'  bar  But  br  h 
singidar  ways  of  getting  rid  of  accuRationii  wbtni  tbey  cat 
to  bear  ugaiiiHt  him  and  which  it  i"  iinitotuihk-  to  aniwet 
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The  next  paper  is  in  the  same  page  of  your  Minutes —  7  June  1700. 
a  consultation  of  the   12th  of  June,  from  a  book  already 
delivered  in  : — 

•*  The  Board  also  recur  to  the  Nabob's  account  delivered  in  by  the 
Accountant  General  to  the  Revenue  Department,  in  consultation, 
25th  ultimo/' 

That  is  to  say,  the  Board  refer  to  those  aceounts  which  I 
have  just  stated.  Your  Lordships  have  not  forgotten 
Mr.  Hastiness'  letter,  I  trust,  with  all  his  boast  upon  this 
Bubjcct.     Now  look  a  little  to  his  observations : — 


"  The  Governor  (ieneral  infonns  the  Board  that  there  appears  to  him  oiison-a- 
%  rtrj  material  error  in  the  account  current  with  the  Nawab  signed  by  t|ona  by  Mr. 
Mr.  Cniftj,  and  now  before  the  Board,  credit  lieing  therein  given  to  the  '''"""^• 
Nftwab  for  his  stipend,  according  to  the  old  establishment,  to  the  .'Ust 
of  Dcoeml)er,  177^;  whereas  it  was  ex})ressly  settled  by  the  committee 
of  circuit,  in  July  or  August,  177^»  (it  the  time  that  the  (lovernor  was 
with  the  committee  at  Moorshedabad,  that  the  reduced  stipend  should 
take  place  fr«)m  the  day  on  which  the  Nabob  received  the  former  notifi- 
cation of  the  f'ompany's  ordi^rs,  on  that  subji^ct,  from  Mr.  ('artier, — 
which  was  in  l)eceml>er,  1771,  or  .January,  1772;  that  he  thinks  this 
mistake  ought  to  lie  rectified,  before  the  accounts  arc  finally  adjusted 
with  the  Nabob." 

When  Mr.  Hastings  is  detected  in  this  falsehood,  to  what 
has  he  recourse  ?  lie  has  recourse  to  saying — "  here  appears 
indeed  to  he  a  very  material  cirror."  The  Governor  General 
tells  vou,  in  the  year  1775,  that  he  finds,  to  his  great 
■urprisc,  that  in  a  peritxl  elapsed,  for  near  three  years, 
there  was  a  considemhlc  and  material  error,  namely,  the 
error  of  paying  to  the  Nawab  150,000/.  sterling  and  up- 
wardt>,  which  was  by  no  means  his  due.  And  this  error  had 
subsisted,  and  would  have  subsisted,  if  those  accounts  had 
not  been  called  for  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were, 
^-originating,  I  believe,  from  Mr.  Hastings'  impnident 
boast*  Then  he  contents  himself  with  saying, — "  here  is  a 
material  error  ;" — but  adds  "  I  think" — he  thinks,  for  once, 
that  error  ought  to  be  the  ground  of  some  inquiry — "  this 
mistake  ought  to  be  rectified,  before  the  accounts  are  finally 
adjusted  with  the  Nabob.'' 

But  is  this  the  natural  behaviour  of  a  man  in  such  a  case,  **^^*^^J*^ 
when  a  jKirson,  in  an  office  of  such  trust  as  Mr.  Crofts,  had  his  lenient 
committed  so  material  an  error  as  to  charge  to  the  Com-  "^imits.*^*' 
pany's  accounts  above  150,000/.  sterling  more  than  he  ought 
to  do,  and  the  retrenchment  of  which  he  had    thought   a 
matter  of  considerable  importance?     Was  it  not  natural  that 
he  should  feel  nil  that  just  indignation  against  Mr.  Crofts. 
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7  jrn^iTM.  which  any  GoTornor  ougbt  to  feci  nt  any  officer,  eapWrtd 

in  a  higb  aad  iinpurtuit  trtut,  Imvuig  nukde  an  error  in  bie 

AccouniB  of  audi  nui^itudv? 

Hr.ci<)<ts        We  have  cloudx  of  c\]ilenco  io  shonr  to  ynm  LarWp> 

M^t^n^  tUiit  Mr  C'roftM,  bcforo  ihia  time,   wb«  a  |>tr«>n  nrotacM 

■^P»*'     and  ap[>oiiitei]  by   Mr.   Haslmgfi.       We  havi-  jtUl  fortkcr 

n«»*«kni.    fliH-unKriils  111  ahow  that,  in«tcau  of  forfeiting  la  any  Jit^s 

Lw  fiivoiir  fiir  this  error,  which  ia  any  other  caw  wooW  ke 

AiuiUMnnr-  ca11u<I  un  ciiornioits  and  monfitroua  delinquency,  fran  tbt 

■uiMi hf'^  time,  iiistiMuI  of  paDiiJiinff  and  fliioounteniutcJuu  him,  Ut  m 

***^  ever  after  the  chief  and  prime  f«Tourite   of  Sir.  llaAiap 

employed   by   him    in   his  mo»t   secret     tranMctioiu.   im 

~  ailvanced  to  the  liij^hftst  and  mi»t  iiii)>ortnnt  inuUintif 

C«n)]may's  eorvicc.      T  say  tlial,  when  u  Governor  Geafol 

t>eci  on  error  of  this  kind  and  doAs  nut  punish,  but  ivvii^ 

the  person  guilty  of  it,  he  nmktut  hiiiiiK-.|f  Aai>worablc  f'tir  Ha 

error  w>  committed.      However,  thi«    error  was   to  he  «t 

right.    And  here  I  must  beg  n  little  of  your  Ixirdiliip^ 

peculiar  attention,  because,  if  I  stflte  Anything  in  maltax/ 

account  wrong,  I  should  be  exceedingly  sorry ;  bat  it  appoD 

to  me  ao  clear,  that  A  aiiiall  attention  from  your  Lonulnfi 

will  enable  you  to  see  it  afl  clearly  oa  I  do.     In  tbenu' 

pago,  in   the   coD«ultati<tn  of  the  4th  of  September  in>i- 

owun  the  fuUowtng  ictt«r: — 

*'  llunountlilr  Sir  nnd  Sin,—  Indiipnnlion  proventMl  tlie  aMMM^ 
^  Mt,  Craftca  at  ibr  otRct.  I  takt  the  Ubotr  to  arknowlMliK  the  hmm 
'  or  jour  coniinnuili,  tnuumiUFil  tlie  ICtli  itixtant,  l>y  yixir  mmM 
■PCTctBry.  In  rompliani*  with  the  siiirit  of  whidi— «r»nl  of  laiBi^ 
prevuntu^t  camjiliiint*  with  the  ItHw — I  hme  'Innrti  ont  tbf  !*• 
ocmmunnyiDK  act'ounU,  Nod.  1  »nij  'J;  thv  ftnt  stalint  tfai  .VM 
Muharifk  u1  L)ow]Ah'«  ivcount  with  tho  I]onouralil«  L'ain{aaj.  If* 
thp  \imoi\  Mjirwacci  in  ymiT  rommimihi  tii  thi-  latort  pmti  p^ 
lihlr,  thr  Ht)ih  ut  April.  177^:  the  kccoeu],  on  mnnual  wvdinl  n 
payniFtit*  nuule  tu  tlit!  Nabob,  dunn^  IIif  pvnoiia  that  Mr.  ViASn^ 
ai-irii  a»  RrBi<ll^^t  ut  Durbar,  tlnwn  up  from  his  own  aeeoaOt*  MOT* 
riiitlPil  lr>  lUf  Preaitlency. 

"Si|{D<-<i,        RtCBAHD  iiiiimw^" 
Noiv  upon  tliis  iiccount,  there  i»  tut  cnde«Tour  to  tf 
tliG  otlter  Account  right,  and  it  states  on  one  side  irf*  if 
account — 

"  'I'u  nmotiiit  paiil  by  tho  Comjianf '»  Council  or  rereniio  il  Ma* 
shtilabad.  <if  th lit  ilate- that  i*  (Voiu  Jmntrf,  1773.  ru  tlie  (Uiir  V 
WTiibtT.  177J— twpntj-.flvo  laokni  liolnnec  ilae  to  the  Nabob,  bnMtt 
n-hirh  niako  toKCtiicr  the  ruri  of  ^J  lacks." 


'  Trintvii  in  11»  "  UinulMl  uf  llio  Kridonc«,~  p.  596. 
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There  is  stated  on  the  other  side  of  the  account, —  "  J^ne  1700. 

**  January  1st. — Ry  arrears  due  to  liiin  upon  the  old  estahlishincnt  to 
this  date,  nineteen  lacks.  Sept.  8.  —  Bv  stipend  agreeable  to  the  new 
eatalilishment,  from  January  2J  to  this  (late,  makin^ijr  7  month^i,  17  days, 
ten  lacks ;  wliieh  makes  the  same  sum  of  '2\)  lacks  to  sett  oif  aji^ainst  the 
other  sicca  rupees  on  the  other  side.** 

Nov.',  if  there  was  any  truth  in  this  account,  this  would  set 
the  whole  matter  right.      They   were  so  sensible  of  this 
error,   and   of  this    error   being,    as  Mr.    Ilastin^ra   lustly  Att<»mptto 
observes,  a  very  material  one,  ana  leaumg  to  consequences  flrot  wfoimt 
of  the  greatest  importance,  that  they  endeavour  to  justify  it  suins«?"'^ 
by  this  means.      They  say, — "  True,  it  appears  tliat  such  a""*^*"^- 
Bums  were  paid  to  the  Nawab.'^     But,  in  order  to  convey 
an  idea  that  they  were  not  paid  upon  the  notion  of  the  old 
stipend  being  continued,  they  state  that  these  sums  were 
]Niid,  but  that  they  were  paid  in  discharge  of  arrears  due  to 
the  Nawab  upon  the  old  stipend,  to  the  amount  of  twenty- 
five  lacs;   and,  therefore,  they  state  that  the  further  balance 
to  the  Nawab  was  only  four  lacs ;    so  that,  if  this  account 
were  true,  the  other  might  only  be  an  error  in  the  way  of 
stating  it,  and  not  a  real  and  substantial  error.      From  this 
account  one  would  suppose  this  had  been  paid,  not  as  part 
of  his  stipend,  but  as  an  old  outstanding  arrear. 


period  in  September,  1772,  to  which  some  of  these  accounts 
were  made  up,  your  Lordships  will  find  an  account,  at  the 
bottom  of  the  page,  stating  the  total  amount  of  the  Nawab's 
debts.  That  we  have  nothing  to  do  with.  Then  there 
comes, — "  Due  from  the  Compan)^  19  lacks  [19,78,556  :  6  : 
1:1]:"  then — **  Due  for  assignment  on  the  zemindars,  two 
locks  more  [2,43,35:3:  9:9:  1]."  So  that  the  result  of  this 
account  is,  that  the  apparent  balance  due  to  the  Nawab  is 
nineteen,  but  the  real  balance  due,  with  the  addition  of  these 
two  sums,  is  twenty- two  lac:». 

Now  this  account  completely  falsifies  the  other ;    because,  Contnuiio- 
if  it  were  true  that  the  sums  paid  the  Nawab  in  the  month  a^uul^.  ^ 
of  September  were,  as  that  account  purports  them  to  be, 
part  of  an  old  balance  outstanding,  then  the  next  account 
must  be  true — that  the  balance  was  reduced  to  four  lacs. 

Now  it  appears,  in  the  month  of  September  following, 
that  that  balance  was  not  a  balance  of  four  but  of  twenty-two 
lacs  due   to   the    Nawab  ;    erao.  it   is  impossible  that  thot 
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7  .usi:  i;.'i».  |,:il:nii'o  roulil  he  paid  up  to  the  month  of  September;   for  it 
\v:i<  imiHissihli'  that  that  new  halance,  in  addition  to  thatfour, 
sihouhl  Ih*  incunvil,  tl)C  whole  stipend  altogether  being  but 
.sixtein   h\c^.      Therefori'   there  can  be    no   pretence  tlmt 
tluMV  was  any  new  balance,  to  so  considerable  an  amount, 
inoiinvd  ln't  weon  September  and  December. 
.*^r^*h"  1' Vi "'       WIr.vl  make:4  this  difVerence  in  the  two  sircounts ?     I  v'lll 
li.i'iKi'i.ii.    >l:itt»   to  ytnir  Lord.ships  shortly  and,  I  believe,  unanswer- 
ably.    This  dill(TenC(»  arises  from  this  circumstance —that 
rr.fisiirsr   C'r«»t'ts' Hr-t  account,  in  whirh  was  !*aid  to   be  thia  material 
j*;.;.;''"''  ''' irror,  waa  the  true  account,  namely,  that  the  Nawabhad 
\ivv\\    paid    a(!Cordin«i;    to    his   old   salary ;    that  the  subse- 
«|iu'nt   aci'ouut,  roferrin^  these  payments  to  an  outstandiiig 
arrcar,  was  false  and  fictitious,  made  to  reconcile,  in  some 
di'irrce,    tho  ai'count  of   Crofts  with    Mr.  Hastinjjs'  deda- 
ratinii  :  aij<l   that  it  was  so  far  from  beini^  paid,  that  it  was 
ri'...rMi:u    outritandinir  to  the  month  of  December,  1772.     So  that  tbis 
in.-^.iiirM.i  very  M-hcmc  of  tlohnaon's— under  whose  direction  iloes not 
\u\\'.i\.\"    appt'ar     of   iMi'U'avcuu'innj   to   falsify    Crofts'   accoimt,  and 
'"■"""       iiub'.ivouriiiLT  to  iiuposo  upon  the   Board    and    Council  al 
CuliMiiia   :i    fills*!   account,   only   served  to  illustrate  more 
rl«;irly  Mr.  Ila.-tiny^' «i:uilt  upon  this  subject,  and  tii  prove 
that  lir  iWd  dirLCily  the  contrary  of  that  which  he  as^rti;— 
that,  instcal  of  reducing   the  NawabV  revenue   fi'om  tbf 
hci^innlno:  tif  the  year  1772,  he  did  continue  the  old  stipend 
to  tiie   rnd  of  the  year  1772,  with  all   the  observatioiw to 
Ai.rin-        whl<'h  that  continuation  is  liable, — namely,  among  the  prin- 
I^!ii'.'aiim.'r  ^  observations,  tliat  by  so  doing  he   might  gain,  as  in 

point  of  tact  he  did  gain,  a  liberal  price  for  bis  forbearance 
from  Munnv  IW'^tii  Jvnd  from  the  Nawab. 

My  Lonis,   I   think,  if  I  had  stated  this  circumstance— 

!iud  this  circumstance    only — to  your    Lordship?,  I  should 

havr  sufficiently  proved  the  aggravated  guilt  of  Mr.  Haat- 

inj^s    in  rceiuving  these  fifteen  lacs   from  ^lunny   BegMB- 

ilrruinlriiot   ^   '^*'^  y**"*'  Lordships  will  all    along  keep  in  your  mindi 

vr:it.-.i:is:i    that    I    do   uot   statc    this   false    account  as  a  substantire 

jiiarK..        Charge  ngamst  luiu, — tor  this  reason, — because  it  is  not w 

Jh'sUntfs.''  our  charge;  but  1  state  it  ns  a  powerful  medium  of  proot 

tliMt,  in  taking  that   15,000/.  from  Munny  Begum  and  ia 

ajipointiug  her,  contrary  to  the  orders  of  the  Director?,!* 

liTiVMTri'''"   •^^'*'^-^'  "^  '^  corru])t  manner,  and  with  very  bad  and  interested 

views ;    and  you  will  take  a  proof  of  it,  which  is  always? 

allowed  to  be  a  proof,  from  the  false  accounts  he  hasgi^*" 

of  all  the  transactions  connected  with  it. 


I 


account 
should  lx> 
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I  shall  now  state  to  your  Loixiships  another  paper  of  con-  7  jlne  1790. 
nderablc  importance^  in  my  conception ;  a  paper,  concerning  oniorTf  the 
the  production  of  which  there  was  some  debate  between  the  ui'^'anoiact 
Counsel  on  the  other  side  and  us,  and  upon  which  paper — 
irhich  has  not  often  been  the  case — we  had  the  good  fortimc  i^^pt 
to  gain  your  Lordships'  opinion ; — I  mean,  the  paper  in  which 
the  East  India  Company  direct  that  there  should  be  an 
szact  account  kept.  They  directed — in  my  opinion  very 
[udiciously — that  not  only  an  accoimt  should  be  kept  of  the 
DoneyB  issued  to  the  Nawab^  but  that  this  officer^  whom  they 
szpected  to  be  appointed  to  this  situation  in  the  room  of 
Mohammed  Keza  Khan,  should  also  give  an  account  of  the 
liflbursements  of  the  Nawab ;  thinking  it  material  for  the 
nterests  of  the  Company  that  his  disbursements  should  not 
>e  more  than  his  income,  and  that^  by  seeing  the  disbursc- 
nents  of  the  Nawab, — which  was  also  a  good  reason,  if  it 
iras  so, — they  might  be  able  to  discover  whether  any  of 
heir  servants  received  any  illegal  presents  from  the  Durbar, 
[n  page  983  of  your  Lordships'  Minutes  the  following  extract 
if  a  consultation  of  the  21at  June,  1775,  was  read: — 

"  General  Claverinfi^. — •  I   heg  leave  to   move  that  the  Accountant  Motion  of 
Senenl    or    the   Accountant    of   the    Treasury    he    ordered    to    lay  P<'n.ciaver- 
Mfore  this  Board  the   annual  account  which   has    hecn   transmitted  IhJ.tiJTnU?' 

0  the  late   President  and   Council,  or  to  the  Governor  (ieneral  and  thon<rcount 
Sonncil,  from  Rajah  Goordass,  in  conseciuence  of  the  orders  contained  ^  o"**?"^* 
D   the  26th   para<fraph   of   of    the  (ieneral   Letter  of   the  court    of 
Miccton,  of  the  date  of  the  l'I>th  of  August,    I77U  in  the  foUowinpr 

rords : '— *  As  the  dishursements  of  the  sums  allotted  to  the  Nahoh  for 
Im  maintenance  of  his  household  and  family  and  the  support  of  his 
ignity,  will  jmss  tlirouf(h  the  hands  of  the  minister  who  shall  ne  selected 
^TOU,  conformable  to  our  j)recedinj^  orders,  we  expect  that  you  will  require 
ocb  minister  to  dehver  annually  to  your  Board  a  regular  and  exact 
Doount  of  the  application  of  the  several  sums  paid  by  the  Com])any  to 
le  Nalioh.  This  you  will  strictly  examine ;  and  we  trust  that  you  will 
ot  suffer  any  part  of  the  Nabob's  stii)end  to  be  ai)proi)riated  to  the 
linivter's  own  use,  or  wasted  among  the  unnecessary  dependants  of 
le  court,  but  that  the  whole  amount  be  applied  to  the  puri)08es  for 
bich  it  Hiis  assigned  by  us.' " 

This  is  what  General  Clavering  desires  may  be  produced  ; 
ad  he  founds  his  desire  upon  that  order  of  the  Company 
'hich  I  have  stated. 

««  Governor  General. — *  I  can  save  the  Board  the  troulde  of  this  reference,  M*"-  ljj*jj-.  ^ 
f  acquainting  them  that  no  such  accotmts  have  been  transmitted ;  nor,  ^^  iiia""' 

1  Lean   affirm  with  almost  a  certain  knowledge,  any  orders  given  for  the  account 
mt  purpose  either  to  Goordass,  to  whose   office  it  did  not  i)roperly  {jJJ.„"£Jnt. 
dang,  nor  to  the  Begum,  who  had  the  actual  charge  and  responsibility 

r  those  diibursement^.  lliis  I  am  willing  to  acknowledge  to  have  been 
1  omission  of  the  late  government,  among,  perhaps,  many  others,  un- 
roidable  in  the  multiphcity  and  imi>ortancc  of  their  other  duties ;  and, 

U  2 
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7  j!  M  i:;ii  |).'ili:»ps.  It'ss  atttiKltd  to  in  this  instance,  from  the  absolute  iropcssibilitT 
i<)  cxuiiunt'  the  aciuunts  or  (haw  from  them  the  uses  intended  bythu 
iniKr  nl'  ilu-  liunourahle  Company.  I  will  answer  for  my  own  part,'thit. 
haviii*;  jrivcn  a  j;roat  pait  of  my  time  and  attention  in  the  course  of 
iiuiny  iimnths  to  fonii  a  new  e^itahhshment  of  the  NalioVs  expeocn. 
n  (hiccd  within  the  sum  of  his  reduced  stipend,  I  hud  little  encoang^ 
lucnt.  hud  it  ever  inrurred  to  me,  to  ^o  tlirou|i(h  the  annual  labour  of 
■M'iuniii/in^   and   auditing;   the   lonf^   accounts  uf  his  actual  disborM^ 

Hero  vou  see,  iiiv  Lonl.s  that  the  Directors  haveinvcna 
|K»-iiive  t»nh'i'  that  an  account  shall  be  kept  of  the  Nawab'» 
dir'hurscnicnt.s,  and  that  :h:;t  account  shall  be  transmitted  to 
the  Hc»anl  at  Calcutta,  fc^r  their  information.     General  Cb- 
vi'rine  tlcshvs  that  such  an  account  may  be  produced.    The 
(M»viTn(»r  (icncral  says, — 'I  can  spare  you  the  trouble  rf 
diV'hlng  the  account,  for  I  am  sure  it  has  not  Wen  tcpt, 
luul  ain  almost  certain  that  it  wivs  not  ordered:" — tliat  i?,— 
Hi-  j.i.  :i       "  that   1  disobovcd  n^y  dutv  to  the  court  of  DirectoR  br 
M.-'r.  u,,'.'".      Minittinir  t«)  order  it."     This,  he  says,  was  an  omission,  bntit 
JV.;!n','„',:[|.''  was  not  an  oniis^itin  of  much  consequence;  for  these  account* 
I. iiiL'iW'. .     nevir  would  have  been  intelligible  if  they  had  been prodawi 
I'pon  which  1  shall  make  a  reuiark,  by  and  l>y  ;  but  he  says, 
besidts  this, — "  I  am  sure  that  having  spent  a  consideraUe 
Thai  ihiuui  time  in  framing  the  reduction  of  the  Nawab's  establishment, 
iruiimv,'"!-  so  as  to  come  within  his  reduced  income,  I  had  nocncoll^ag^ 
N'nwa!l>,A.  Jucnt   aftcrwards  to  inquire  or  know    anything   about  li 
iHii.iituiv.    flisljursements."     I  defy  any  man  to  produce,  in  the  defence 
of  a  mnn  upon  any  charge,  so  strange  an  answer  as  tltnt  i^ 
('t)ntaiuing  such  an  extniordinary  system  of  reasoning.    He 
says, — *' 1  had  so  much  to  do,  I  thought  it  a  matter  of  ao 
miK'h  moment,  and  employed  so  much  of  my  time  in  redu^ 
ing  the  Xawab's  expenses  by  estimate  within  his  income, 
tijut  I  afterwards  had  no.  encouragement  to  inquire  or  knot 
anything  about  his  disbursements, — namely,  in  point  of  ftct, 
whether  the  plan  which  I  intended  was  ever  carried  into 
execution  or  not,  and  whether  his  disbursements  did  bear 
any  proportion  to  his  income.'' — He  says, — "Having taken M 
ujueh  trouble  in  reducing  the  Nawab's  expenses  by  estimate 
within  his  income,  I  never  thought  it  worth  my  while  afte^ 
wards  to  inquire  whether  it  was  within  his  income^  or  whether 
he  exceeded  it  or  not."    I  believe  your  Lordships  would  ihinl 
that,  if  that  had  been  stated  in  the  charge  as  a  substantive 
crime,  it  could  not  be  considered  as  a  substantive  crime  or 


*  Extract  of   coDSuIiation  of  the  Board  of  Calcutta,  21it  Jane,  1h^ 
rrinfcfl  in  the  "  Minutes  of  the  Evidence/'  p,  983. 
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leanour  of  any  low   or  trivial  class — that,  wlicii    an  7  Juwk  1790. 
ad  coine  from  the  Directors  to  keep  certain  acoount8, 

omitted  to  do  it,  and  actually  confesses  the  omis- 
But  let  me  observe  upon  what  the  nature  of  these 
A  was.      If  these   accounts  had   been  kept  in   the  vaiuoorthe 
'  in  which  they  ought  to  have  been,  these  two  conse-  **^^""^- 
I  must  have  resulted  from  them.  The  first  consequence  To  wam  th» 
jference  to  what  I  have  been  just  stating,  with  regard  {li^d^uc^ 
continuation  of  the  stipend  to  the  Nawab  beyond  the  ?S^iy . 
\  which  it  ought  to    be   continued;    because,   if  it 
d  from  these  accounts  that  the  Nawab  was  actually 
,g  thirty-one  lacs,  it  would  have  immediately  struck 
irernment  and  the  Directors — how  can  he  be  spend- 
"ty-one  lacs  when  his  whole  income  is  but  sixteen  ? 
lerefore,  that  prevarication  of  Mr.  Hastings,  and  that 
[ience   to  the  Company's  orders,  in   continuing  the 

till  1773,  when  he  ought  to  have  reduced  it  in  1772, 
have  been  proved. 

that  is  not  the  only  consequence  of  it.    He  says  these  To  exhibit 
&  would  not  have  been  intelligible.    That  he  would  S oKd  a' 
ntrived,  if  he  could,  to  make  them  unintelligible,  I  mJ^h^^ 
^e  him  complete  credit ;  but  I  do  not  conceive  that  he  i'»8»- 
lave  so  disfigured  the  account  of  the  Nawab's  dis- 
ents  that  we  should  not  have  seen  in  it  that  which 
the  substantive  part  of  this  charge.     Why  did  he 

them  ?     Not  merely  for  the  sake  of  disobeying  them, 
[  admit  he  has  done  upon  many  occasions ;  but  for 
dent  criminal  purpose — because  he  knew  that,  if  he 
ismit  those  accounts  of  the  expenses  of  the  Nawab, 
e  expenses  and  disbursements  would  have  appeared 
1  of  a  lac  and  a  half  to  Mr.  Hastings,  which  it  would 
)88ible  for  Mr.  Hastings  afterwards  to  justify.     And  ^*'^*'j^f 
im  your  Lordships  will  allow  this  is  a  complete  and  MithhoMinfl: 
lant  proof  of  the  vialus  animus,  of  the  guilt  and  bad  oAhc^rc-"  * 
m,  of  Mr.  Hastings  in  receiving  the  15,000/.,  that  he  Soucy.'"''' 
rds  did,  contrary  to    his  duty,   withhold  from  the 
V>  ''^y  ^'s  omission  in  not  ordering  the  account  to  be 
he  account   of  the  disbursements  of  the  Nawab,  in 
account  it  would   have  appeared    that  15,000/.  was 
a  hiin,  which  he  had  legally  no  right  to  accept. 
1  only  call  to  your  Lordships'  minds,  in  this  part  of  the  '^'^^.^ 
nt,  what  I  was  obliged    to  state   in   the   preceding  roiorencc  to 

it,  because  it  was  necessary  to  that  object  at  that  tilo  ftawau^H 
I  mean,  Munny  Begum's  answers  to  Mr.  Hastings'  »-«<>»*°^'- 


'MO  Sumwiiii/  oj  Evidence  on  6th,  7th  and  14//*,  Charga: 

:.ii  >i.  i:.-.  (|iu'rios  above  st at cil     AVhcn  she  is  n^^ked  how  i^hc  came lo 
inakf  this  rharfTi?  against  Mr,  Hastings,  why  e^hc  produced 
this  partial  :5L'lccti<»n,  »«he  says, — ''I  made  no  charge;  Mr. 
(foriiiLT  ha<l  the  papers/'     In  one  case  she  says, — •*  from  the 
papers."  in  the  other  •' from  the  rcconl  " — which  mean  the 
sanu'  thin«r — •*  tliesc  things  will  appear."     I  do  contend  that, 
in  this  paper,  whieh  the  Conipany  ordered  to  be  transmitted 
i.uiniii-      to  the  Board  and  which  Mr.  Hastings  omitted  to  order  the 
Mr' iiHHt'-"  transniissinn  of, — that  in  thi:«  paper  would  have  appeared  ill 
si'.n  !.I".'ir-    ^'**-'  disbursements  of  the   Xawab,    imd,   among  thorse,  the 
*«:u.iii  lo     money  illegally  given  to  Mr.  Hastings  and  illegally  by  him 
lorn.  "'"     rec«fived.      That  aceonnts  for  his  omission,  which  appetff 
otherwise  unaccountable ;  and  his  omission  does  complctelT 
pruve,  as  1  liave  stated,  the  criminal  intent  of  the  whole 
transaction. 
Ml.  ii.M.         My  Lords,  it  will  also  be  necessary  to  obsen-e  to  you  that, 
^V';'!.','."'/.',  J"  ^'»'»^  letter,  of  whi<'h  I  stated  every  word  to  be  valuable  to 
Il'.lun.o^  — I  mean  in  that   letter  of  March,  1775, in 

111!' .\:i\v:!!-\  which  he  gives,  as  a  proof  of  the  disinterestedness  of  his 
iVinV'i.Vi'i  e»»nilri(*t,  his  having  done  that  which  we  have  proved  be 
o|^Maivii.  m.yj.p  j1;,i^  I  In.  Ijjiving  effected  the  reduction  of  the  NawabV 
stij'enil  from  the  eomiiujncement  of  the  year  1772 — your 
lior(lshi|>s  will  recollect,  among  other  things,  he  says  that 
jilau-ibie  arguments  might  have  been  drawn  for  the  contba- 
ati'Mi  of  the  original  stipentl  from  the  imjK>s?ibilitv  of  snp- 
j'niing  the  Nawab's  household  without  it;  "  but,"*  he  aay^ 
*•  liouever  I  might  have  stjited  it,  possibly  with  a  degree  of 
l»laiisibility.  I  would  not  avail  myself  of  such  a  circuinstancei 
l»ut  I  reduced  it  immediately,'  and  he  insinuates  that  he  i 
tlierebv  incurred  odium— that  the  reduction  of  the  Naiab?  i 
establishment  must  be  attended  with  a  ccrtiun  degree  et 
odium  ti>  him  who  performs  it.  IJut,  in  another  place. in* 
letter  from  the  President  and  t'oimcil  of  Fort  William,  iB 
J>eugal,  to  the  court  of  Directors,  bearing  date  the  llHhrf 
November,  1772,  he  express?es  himself  more  particnlarfj 
about  it  : — 


III  III..  .1      "*  riio  riMluctinn  uf  the  Nubol/s  .sti])cncl  and  the  new  arran|?fineBt  ^ 

n'i.\'  it'-'      ^''"^  ImuM-lnild.  in  roiisiMiuvncr,  was  a  ineiisurc  ccpially  diifictdt  anil  is* 

i-ii  liii  *.'mi.;  vijlniis  in  I'vc'ciilion.  Imt.  besides  liein^  iiidisjicnsahlc  from  yourcdfli 

j>««»'.iit.        <Mnv^iiiM' (if  its  wisddin  smd  iiropricty  made  it  be  undertaken  witW 

<lil:iy  «•!•  ri'u'rft.     Tn  brin^  tlie  whole  of  the  expences  of  the  Ninou* 

within  tlu:  pale  of  the  sixteen  lucks,  it  was  necessary  to  begm  with  pefflff^ 

intr  thr  n.seki^M  .servants  of  the  court,  and  retrvncfiing  the  idlepiwk''' 

ehuhants.  nienuiferies.  &c.,  which  loaded  the  civil  list.     Tliis cost Httfc 

regret  in  ]ici-rorniing;  but  the  President,  who  took  upon  him  the  (hirf 
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share  in  this  Inisincss,  acknowledges  he  suffered  considcra1)ly  in  his  7  June  1790. 
feelings  when  he  came  to  touch  on  the  pension  hst.  Some  hundreds  of  — 
persons  of  the  ancient  nohility  of  the  country,  excluded  under  oiu* 
government  fK)m  almost  all  employments,  civil  or  military,  had  ever 
since  the  revolution  depended  on  tne  bounty  of  the  Nabob  ;  and  near 
ten  lacks  were  bestowed  that  way.  It  is  not  that  the  distribution  was 
always  made  with  judgment  or  impartiality,  and  much  room  was  left  for 
a  refonn ;  but,  when  the  question  was  to  cut  off  entirely  the  greatest  part, 
it  could  not  fail  to  be  accompanied  with  circumstances  of  real  distress. 
Tlie  President  declares  that  even  with  some  of  the  higlicst  rank  he  could 
not  avoid  discovering,  under  all  the  pride  of  eastern  manners,  the 
manifest  marks  of  penur}-  and  want.  There  was,  however,  no  room  left 
for  hesitation.  To  confine  the  Xabob*s  expenccs  within  the  limited  sum, 
it  wss  necessary  that  pensions  should  be  set  aside.  It  was  done ;  and 
every  possible  regard  was  had  to  equity  and  the  pretensions  of  indi- 
Yiduals,  in  settling  those  which  were  allowed  to  remain. 

"llie  dependants  of  the  late  Xaib  Soubahdar  were,  without  cxcejition, 
cut  off  the  list;  and  the  remainder  of  the  reduction  was  chiefly  confined  to 
tbose  who  were  either  of  less  pretensions  or  more  independence  of  fortune 
than  the  old  pensioners.  In  short,  the  whole  establisnment  ^vas  ar^usted 
to  the  Nabob's  new  income,  beyond  which,  the  Begum  was  given  to 
understand  she  must  not  go.  Tlie  general  state  of  it  was  intended  to  be 
sent ;  but,  as  it  may  be  well  imagined,  the  minute  household  accounts  of 
thirty-tw<j  lacks  could  not  be  examined  by  the  proper  officers  in  a  few 
days.  The  President's  departure  pressed ;  they  promised  to  send  it  aft<;r 
him ;  it  is  not  vet  come,  but  we  hope  to  transmit  it  by  one  of  the  later 
■hips." 

Your  Lordships  observe  that  he  says,  tliat,  among  other  re-  Nunior«ui, 
ductions^  tlie  dependants  of  the  late  subuhdar  were,  without  of  mI" Na-^ 
exccptitm,  cut  off  the  list.    You  will  sec  theui  stated  at  1,437  primUf 
men  and  90  women.     So  that,  on   this  account,  near  1500  MjjjJP*^"' 
persons  were,  with  a  view  to  this  reduction,  cut  off  the  list 
of  pensioners ;  and  I  admit  that  to  be  the  fact :  but  I  wish 
you  to  consider  it  in  the  view  in  which  I  am  about  to  state 
it  to  your  Lordships.     These  1,500  persons  in  one  instance, 
and  probably  many  others,  were  cut  off  from  their  pensions, 
from  their  subsistence,  from  the  charity  which  they  nad  from 
the    Nawab — in  many   instances   ill  placed — but,  upon  the 
whole,  in  such  a  manner  iis  to  make  the  reduction  fall  with 
considerable  hardship  upon  many  persons  upon  whom  nobody 
would  have  wished  such  a  hanlsliip  to  have  fallen. 

I  would  observe   upon   this   in   two   lights  ])articularly.  Motive  for 
Why  was  all  this  reduction  made?     It  was,  if  1  understand         ' 
the  object  of   it,  in  order  to  reduce  the  exi)ensc8  of  the 
Nawab    within    the  limits  of  his  new  establishment:  but,  The    , 
though  this  reduction  was  made,  he  was  not  reduced  within  iiiowanw 
the  limits  of  his  new  establishment  till  a  year  afterwards.  ?/{[ J^y*,i7^ 
Consequently,   in  the  year  1772,   these  pensions  were  alln^CT. 
reduced  from  the  time  of  the  notification  of  the  lower  c-^ta* 


I  he  n*duc* 
tioii. 
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7  J«  N'  i'."l)lislmifnt  frciii  Mr,  Curlier.  But  the  cstnblbhrocnt,  a;?  we 
liavc  jin»vc(l  by  Mr.  Croft*'  account,  was  continued  till  the 
in<l  of  it.  'Jlicrefore,  bv  Mr.  Ilastini^s'  conduct  in  tlwt 
yoar,  this  cftcct  was  produced — that  the  Nawab's  exjienscj, 
hi.<9  pensiion:*,  charitict*,  disburFements,  were  all  zvduced 
withni  sixteen  lacs,  but  Ins  receipt  from  the  Engli.'^h  goveni- 
inent  was  continued  at  thirty-one  lac?. 
ill.  iiitui-  Now  we  have  an  obvious  reason  to  state  for  this,  and  thai 
iHliii.'iiii  is,  the  sums  given  to  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Middleton;  and 
liTr.'i'iusi-"  these  sums  will  answer  the  sums  of  the  reduction.  It 
IIiTht"!'*  appears,  therefore,  that  the  Nawab  was  reduced  in  his  ex- 
penses from  thirty-one  lacs  to  sixteen,  but  that  his  income 
\\as  kept  up ;  and  can  we  doubt  that  it  was  kept  up  for 
furnishing  corrupt  presents  to  Mr.  Hastings  and  other 
^prvants  of  the  Company,  especially  when  1  have  proved 
that,  at  that  period,  Jlr.  Hajiitinps  did  receive  a  present  which 
!u;  was  not  intitled  to  receive?  What  becomes  of  this 
Ij. lasted  rednetion  ?  Was  it  with  a  view  to  the  advantnceof 
tin*  Company  ?  Was  it  with  a  view  to  put  the  Xawab  nim- 
self  ill  a  bettor  situation  with  regard  to  his  financei^  or 
to  render  him  more  independent  and  respectable  ?  No!  these 
pensions  were  not  redueeil,  but  the  receivers  of  them  were 
rhange<l.  Wluit  was  paid  to  these  1,400  men  and  these  90 
Women  was  not  reduced,  but  the  channel  in  which  the 
Nawah's  bounty  flowed  was  turned,  and,  instead  of  being 
]»ai(l,  as  they  had  been  before,  to  the  servants  of  his  father, 
ii»  tlie  dependants  of  his  family,  and  the  persons  put  out  of 
ortiri*  from  the  changes  which  had  taken  place  in  Bengal, 
they  were  turned  into  a  dillercnt  channel,  namely,  into  the 
jioekets  of  the  prisoner  and  other  of  the  servants  of  the 
Company.  He  did  not  reduce  them;  but  he  gave  them, 
aeeording  to  his  own  mind,  more  judiciously — 1  do  not  see 
how  he  ean  say  more  impartially ;  for  he  diverted  them  from 
the  puriioscs  to  which  the  Nawab  gave  them, — the  procuring 
subsistence  to  the  dependants  of  his  family, — into  presents  to 
himself  and  Mr.  Middleton,  and  other  corrupt  serxTints  of 
the  Company  :  and  I  defy  siny  man  to  show  upon  what  prin- 
ciple that  establishment  should  subsist,  except  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  the  Nawab  and  Munny  Begum  to  give  corrupt 
presents  to  him. 
hTm  mi'ir.  There  is  another  view  in  which  I  wish  your  Lordships  to 
iMMsious '"  considiT  this  reduction  of  pensions ;  I  mean,  in  resiKJCt  to 
airnvswii).  the  tiuic  wlicu  it  took  place.     It  took  place  at  the  verv  time 

that  ofli-  .  I'i'Ar         -fr,*  ••  .!•  ■         A 

n  i...i»       *•    ^«Mi-»ii   -Mr    Kastuir'^  v"i3  rcc^'vng  tins   very  present, 


speech  of  Mr.  Fox,  313 

inder  colour  of  2,000  rupees  a  day  for  liis  entcrtainiiicnt.  ^Jisehjo. 
We  have  read  to  your  Lordships  evidence,  in  which  wc  have  mmro  for 
irovcd  that  the  Company  considered  the  stipend  they  paid  all/v  niu'r- 
heir  Governor  was  sufficient  for  all  purposes,  without  any  ^a"""^"'- 
imohimcnts  whatever  ;  and  that  alone  is  sufficient  to  render 
Jhis  receipt  of  this  15,000i  criminal.     But  we  have  further 
lated  that,  at  the  very  time  when  he  was  taking  this  stipend, 
le  was  reducing  the  stipends  of  others  to  a  great  degree  of 
lanUhip^  as  he  himself  confesses^  if  not  to  a  great  degree  of 
sruelty  and  injustice.     We  have  proved  to  your  Lordships  TravcUinK 
thi8^ — that  Mr,  Hastings  did  actually  receive  an  allowance  aiiowcTtu 
iom  the  Company  in  consideration  of  his  travelling  expenses^  ?njci  by  uio 
xssides  the  share  of  an  allowance  which  he  received  as  one  Company. 
>f  the  committee  of  circuit ;  it  appearing  in  evidence  before 
four  Lordships  that  there  was  a  general  allowance  to  the 
committee  of  circuit,  of  which  Mr.  Hastings  was  one,  and 
that  there  was  a  particular  allowance  to  Mr  Hastings  for 
tmvclliDg  expenses,  amounting  to  between  3,000Z.  and  4,000/. 
sterling.     This  took  away   any  pretence   for  taking  2,000 
nipees»  a  day,  from  Munny  Begum,  and  particularly  under  a 
pretence  of  entertainment,  at  a  time  when  he  was  reducing 
irith  a  rigid  economy  all  the  expenses  of  the  Nawab, — at  a 
dme  when  he  would  have  been  furnished  with  a  plausible 
excuse  to  defer  it,  on  account  of  its  hardness  and  cniclty. 

I  need  not  urge  more  to  prove  that,  in  taking  this  sum,  Agpavatimi 
he  was  not  only  substantially  guilty,  but  that  there  was  ^  "^  ^^  *^"^*'' 
every  circumstance  to  prove  the  mains  animtis ;  that  there 
was  every  circumstance  to  aggravate  the  taking  it,  by  the 
time  he  took  it,  by  the  circumstances  of  the  persons  from 
whom  he  took  it,  and  the  circumstances  in  \Yhicn  he  stood  as 
a  reformer  of  abuses  respectinGC  the  Durbar,  at  the  niouieut  PRrtiaiity 
he    was   plundering   it.      To   prove   that   this   taking   was  iiiown  lo 
corrupt,  we  have  shown  that,  I'rom  this  time,  afterwards,  in  ^l^Z. 
all  situations,  he  always  did  retain  a  partiality  towards  this 
Munny  Begum,  and  a  desire  for  her  interest, — to  be  ac- 
counted for  upon  no  principle  but  upon  this,  of  continuing  to 
be  in  some  degree  her  pensioner.     For  when  the  Directors 
approved  of  the  removal,  and  there  was   every  reas^m  to 
believe  would  disapprove  of  the  re-establishmcnt  of  Munny 
Begum,  in  the  year  1778,  he  did  re-establish  her,  under  all 
the  circumstances  of  unfitness  which  we  have  stated ;  and, 
not  a  twelvemonth  before  leaving  India,  one  of  his  last  acts 
as  the  Governor  of  Bengal  w:is  to  wiite  a  letter  to  the 
Directors  in  favour  of  Munny  Begum.     He  states  to  the 


SU    SHmmifff  of  Evideuee  m  0(A,  7rA  aitd  \4th,  Ounya: 

ii-saiTBi.Din!otor«  n  Tarioty  of  «ti{»pot!ed  merits  of  ben;  itut « 
"^  had  fnllen  n  v'mltiu  tu  hie  aaee  j  lutd  \m  sny«  at  am  t' 
too,  bv  buliovctl  t)int  ibc  itemoiul  imimonty  agunst  hs  4 
imxipitcii  bv  n  iK>tioii  tbnt  she  hml  sbufni  foaie  gntitodel 
bitn  for  Ilia  nllt-ntions  to  bcr.  Now  wbst  tbiU  gmtitol' 
to  wltich  be  alluded,  or  wbat  those  nttontioiiB  nrci  Ukr  d 
bv  no  duubt.  Tbo  nttcntioas  were  hia  putting  bcr  alt 
ntuutiun  wbicb  is  chiirgt>d  ae  n  crime;  tho  graliteltl 
which  be  alludes  wa«  tho  bribes  alit.'   is  «ud  to  have  p' 

1  him  for  tho  pnr)>osi,>  of  putting  her  into  that  ailuntiotk 
in  the  yew  1783,  at  (be  ■Urtauru  of  t4!D  y«ar«  from  the  d 
when  those  aoU  wiTudonc,  whGiibe  fltnlc*  thiMcnrportiud 
ofthe  grounds  of  calumny  I'E^tut  hvr,  which  had  excited  ol 
itervunta  nftbo  Comjiiuiy  tobi-  etinnicsand,  asfaofftitta^p 
cntom  of  ihAt  woman,  be  does  not  deny  the  fa«tnt  thUft 
any  more  tluui  any  ntbtu*;  he  docM  not  say  tliat  that  a 
wai)  CaiMi  urgraundUiM,  nrdcny  thcfact  of  her  having  aolni%  ■ 
briiii<d  liim  in  the  way  thnt  wo  have  charged  that  ifedii 

1  hnvo  goiiv  through  Dioet  of  what  I  hnd  lo  eoy  upon  At 
fiubject  of  those  circtimstfinow  whiob  made  the  aoceptatxc  af 
tliia  bribu  peculiarly  criminal.  I  mu^t  now  tOQi'b,  trn 
shortly,  upon  n   few  circnmHtnnees  which   add    to  lb*  Cfr 

'   miualily  of  nppoiotinz  Munny  Becuni:    whirli  prnTu  li*  ' 
bnd  inteittion,  and  which,  undoubiooly,  ought  lu  uhl  tot 
punidhuienl,  when  the  punishment  h  to  come. 

1  iftnled,  in  ihe  early  ptirt  of  my  jtpcecb,  what  the  oi 
of  titc  Diroctoiv  wiu(  in  cluioitiug  a  tuccvewr  to  Mob 
Kcza  Khan.     1  conceive  that,  lor  the  fiutpaiw  o£  i 

...  Mr.  lloi-ting?  criminal,  I  do  cnou}^  whcu  I  phoir  V- 
X'pJ  obeyed  the  ordera  of  the  Directors ;  and  that  it  ti  not  a 
eary  for  mo,  in  evcrv  inslanco,  to  prove  that  ho  ctiairurn: 
opinion  with  the  ortfers  of  the  court  of  Directons,  and  Huts 
them  n.-«  ju^l  at,  1  am  nttre,  he  ought  to  think  tlieui  IiiiN 
But  in  thie  ctt»c  I  iitn  able  to  prove  that ;  and  for  that  {H 
pose  I  slinll  beg  Icnvc  to  read  an  extract  of  n  minute  :■ 

"  'I'o  the  llnnoUMble  tlie  court  of  DirKtor*. 

"  Yuu  will  upcot  tliat,  in  the  jirotKiL-iliiiti*  ait&iaft  the  Befina-4 
ttricl«til  ivKurd  will  luivt  bovn  iiuiil  U>  ber  litimiUT,  unil  cvefjr  tri 
attcntiitii  ol)ser\iMl  wLich  t)iD  di^Ia'acy  uf  tbtj  oiinnul  mnnmn  p 
with  TM}>ect  to  her  wx,  tnA  her  rank  oiiil  c1ianK.'tn  |i«itiL-nlarIf  tfa 
and  tliat,  in  ilic  choice  uf  licr  sucGeNor,  ihip  (vinnileratjnn  hm  la*4 
til  iha  rcv|nitit«*  for  so  d)*tiiwiHh«d  a  cliutie,— that  b'n 
ikt  leut  majr  nut  wciiixl  the  Nahab'ti  honour,  tir  \i%iira  hb  nrejtt  a| 
Mtiinatiriuiif  thcpM|ilc.  h/ ih^  nmoi^tcriiJ  command  which  tlicni 
■lian  iniut  «enuM  ova  him,  with  abiUtie*  and  Tigvur  a(  aiai  < 
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e  «up|>oii  of  that  authority ;  and  the  world  will  expect  that  the  guardian  7  j  uke  1790. 

C8])ccially  nualified,  by  his  own  acquired  endowments^  to  discharge       — 
e  duties  of  that  relation  in  the  education  of  his  young  pupil,  to  inspire 
m  with  sentiments  suitable  to  the  dignity  of  his  birtn,  and  to  instruct 
in  in  the  principals  of  his  religion."  * 

I  read  this  paper,  to  show  that  those  orders  of  the  Dircc-  QuaiiHca- 
irs  which  Mr.  Hastings  disobeyed   were,  in  point  of  fact,  si^  fortho 
■ders  in  the  principle  of  which  he  did  concur  ;  because,  in  ullSlt^ 
lis  letter,  he  has  stated  that  he  conceives  the  proper  quali- 
oations  for  an  office  of  this  kind  to  be  the  qualifications 
ated  in  the  letter — to  be  qualifications  of  experience,  of 
reat  acquired  endowments,  and  of  a  variety  of  other  cir- 
UDstances,    which  he  stated,    I   suppose,   for   a   different 
iirpose  at  that  period,  but  it  matters  not  for  what  purpose. 
Iiose  endowments  he  states  to  be  requisite  to  that  office ;  not  oziBtiiig 
ot  one  of  which  he  pretended,  in  any  degree,  to  exist  in  5^.^^?."^ 
lunny  Begum.      Has  he  ever  pretended  that  she  was  a 
erson  of  that  description  ? — that  she  had  abilities  and  vigour 
fmind  equal  to  the  supportof  great  authority? — or  that  she 
as  especially  qualified,  by  Iicr  own  acquired  endowments, 
\  discharge  the  duties  of  that  relation  in  the  education  of 
NT  young  pupil — to  inspire  him  with  sentiments  suitable  to 
le  dignity  of  his  birth,  and  to  instruct  him  in  the  principles 
This  religion  ?     Has  he  ever  stated  Munny  Begum  to  be  a  iiisown 
erson  of  that  dcscriptiou  or  that  character  ?     He  lias  always  ofilcT!*^***" 
ated  her,  for  grounds  of  compassion,  to  be  a  weak,  defence- 
jss,  woman,  who  passed  her  life  secluded  or  immured  in  a 
inana,  unknowing  of  the  business  of  the  world,  and  un- 
Dubtedly,  as  he  has  always  stated,  not  dangerous  to  the  Com- 
ony  upon  that  account.    But,  upon  the  very  principle  upon 
^hich  he  has  stated  her  not  to  be  possibly  dangerous  to  the 
Company,  upon  the  same  principle  he  must  allow  her  to  be 
dthout  those  endowments  which  he,  in  concurrence  with 
le  court  of  Directors,  states  to  be  necessary  for  the  oflScc. 

I  stated  before,  he  refused  the  proposal  of  Yetteram-ud-  tt<'jcctkni  of 
towla  to  place  him  in  the  ofiice.   He  did  it  upon  the  ground  ud-i)owia  as 
oat   he   might   become   dangerous :    and   yet,  in   another  pj^voOui- 
linute — which,  to  save  your  Lordships'  time,  I  do  not  read,  «<?«>"»• 
ut  which  I  state  to  be  in  page  975  of  your  Minutes, — upon 
Reappointment  of  Raja  Goordass,  he  treats  with  the  greatest 
cgree  of  levity  and  contempt,  as  a  thing  impossible,  not 


•  Letter  of  Mr.  Hastings  to  the  court  of  Directors,  Uth  Sept,  1775.— 
iBted  in  the  '*  Minutes  of  the  ETidence/'  p.  974. 
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« tmlf  tiiMt  lUJii  GoonlnoB  him^iir,  but  that  Any  man  m  iM.A 
t  eitiiiitiDn,  cmthl  he  \a  wiy  degree  dangerous  to  the  Cnioino^;  < 
p  tlio  [lowur  of  the   Comnnny  Hiid   the    culi«crTii:ni7  of  \i 
Xawnb  hcin^i  «o  enubliiinGd  tliut  U  wuuld  bcimtmsubWt 
abiUic  it  bj  any  mcnnx,  hnl,  iT  pmiiblu  tn  shake  u  btzll, 
•  miiet  bo  by  long.  progr«wiv«,  act*      I  ntcc  this  for  flhain 
;  tliiit,  when  ho  refiiacu  Ycltcnun-ud-DdwIa,  ho  refused  b 
for  rcocoiiB  winch  he  thought  bad ;    because  he  states, » 
he  rtfuBcd  H.'^x  Goonlass,  all  tlicse  l»  l>e  fulile ;  nod,  h 
he  diKihcycd  the  orders  of  iho   court  of  Dirtclm 
»[ilwitiiiDg  a  pcreoD  of  the  description  ihcy  onlcrvd.  ■ 
when  h«  i^vca  those  reunos  which,  I  believe,  I  bcfun  i 
hut  which  lu-c  in  evidence, — thai    it  wm  not  fit  toapno 
him  or  any  man  on  account  of  the  danger — that  he  r 
heller,  and  that  be   knew   llmt  tlie  proper  person  iraaa 
woman  wlm  had  been  originuUy  a  dancing  girl  anil  |i 
introduced  into  the  NawabV  seraglio,  but  «Houtd  b, 
of  acquired  cndownicnts.  to  dtecharge  hie  dntica  ind 
lion  of  the  N.iwftb,  to  inspiro  hira  with  sentitnenH 
to   the   dignity  of  his  Urth,  to  instruct  hJui  '      ^     ^  _ 
ciplcs  of  his  religion,  snd  to  gire  him  auch  ioElruetiiuna 
were  DcceaBaj-y  for  carrying  on  Iiis  goventmcnt  and  for  ll 
bu^ncM  of  the  world.      I  have  iitaieu  that  he  knew  all  that 
pretences  to  be  fal«e ;  always  prolcaliug  that,  if  I  bad  b( 
proved  thce^c  thing*,  he  i»  eqniJIy  proved  to  be  gnilty,  sol 
thiit  tliMO  uro  only  qustliii cations  of  the  mahu  attimta  of  " 
guilt  and  iiggmvations  of  his  mitdcnieanour. 

There  is  another  circunistaaoc  nbich  \f>  n  cml  aggUTi 
"■  tion  ia  this  case,  and  which  is  a  great  proof  of  iiit  gujlt,— "^ 
CTCLy  concealment  ia  an  aggravation  and  every  Doncndma 
is  a  pi-oof.  We  have  proved  ihiit  there  was  at  thit  liBieA 
the  iiend  of  tite  hoiiHehnld  unolher  wutiuui,  <if  a  dilP.>rfl4 
,  deaciinlion, — a  wniutin  who  bad  been  ono  of  the  wire*  (i 
Mir  Jaffier,  hut,  without  inquiring  into  all  theae  i 
cimiiiii)iiuice«',  a  woman  who  had  this  adrnntngc  i 
Miinny  Ik-gum, — lui  ndvant^^e  wluch  it  is  not  okxmti. 
to  nrgiie,  but  which  your  LoraAhiiiM  will  feel  the  bmndcbIiI 
is  mentioned,  which  wotild  be  felt  in  ortir^-  country  ia 
world,  and.  I  nm  sure,  not  felt  less  in  tliid  counlry  tl 
another. —  which  was,  that  thia  Munny  Begum  wu!«  the  rt*^ 
mother  to  the  Nnwah,  whereas  Baboo  Bcgiun,  who  voiat 
the  heiid  of  the  household,  was  his  own  mother.  Mnnny 
Hogum  liad  been  at  the  head  of  the  househohl  a."  longxslxr 
son,  NiTJem-ud-DowIn,  hud  luO  Ihc  goverument.     Ui«Blk« 
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I  of  Nujem-ud-Dowln,  when  it  went  to  another  son  7  jrNK  1790. 
B  mother  wn8  not  living,  she  might,  for  what  I  know, 
lue — I  believe  it  is  in  evidence  that  she  did  continue — 
6  head  of  the  household  too ;  but,  upon  Mobaric-ud- 
[a  coming  to  have  the  government,  that  of  the  household 
nlly  devolved  upon  the  natural  mother  of  Mobaric: 
,vhen  he  was  giving  these  employments  to  the  successors 
>haramed  Keza  Khan,  he  did  not  at  once  appoint  Munny 
m  naib  subahdar,  as  Mohammed  Reza  Khan  had  been, 
use  it  would  have  been  a  matter  too  shocking  at  once 
Indian  opinions,  as  well  as  to  common  sense,  to  appoint 
\  office  of  naib  diwan  a  woman.  He  did  not  do  that, 
e  did  what  was  worse.  In  order  to  give  her  the  whole 
r  of  the  government,  he  put  her  at  the  head  of  the 
la,  he  put  her  at  the  head  of  the  [court],  he  put 
kt  the  head  of  the  household;  and  by  so  doing,  did 
lly  displace  from  that  government  Baboo  Begum,  the 
al  mother  of  Mobaric-ud-Dowla, — the  natural  person 
5upy  such  office.  He  not  only  did  this,  but  never  men-  Hisconooai- 
1  his  having  done  it;  and,  notwithstanding  all  the  JiaimiTof  *** 
8,  notwithstanding  all  the  evidence  we  have  examined,  bokuui 
ive  proved,  as  far  as  a  negative  can  be  proved,  that  in  £i5J^.JJj^ 
e  letter,  in  no  one  information  he  ever  gave  the  Com- 
did  he  ever  mention  the  existence  of  any  such  person 
iboo  Begum.  He  never  let  them  know  that  Mobaric- 
3wla  had  a  natural  mother  then  living,  well  knowing 
the  moment  the  name  of  such  a  person  appeared,  the 
>priety  of  the  appointment  of  Munny  Begum  must 
X  too  glaring  in  the  face  of  the  world,  and  could  not 
without  reprobation  and  comdemnation,  even  for  a 
snt 

r  LfOrds,  I  have  now  done — except  a  short  observation —  R^capituia- 
this  part  of  the  charge.      I  shall  only  recapitulate  in  a  charge  of 
tc  what  13  necessary  for  understanding  me  more  clearly  {J^ 
I  am  afraid,  I  have  been  able  to  express  myself;    and  Appoint- 
3  this, — that  we  have  proved  substantively  that  he  did  JJi,"  ^v' 
15,000/.  which  he  ought  not  to  have  taken.      We  have  Begum. 
d  substantively,  too,  that  he  appointed  Munny  Begum 
iry  to  the  orders  of  the  Directors,  and  brought  other 
nstances  to  prove  the  malus  animus  with  which  he  did 
ind  that  he  was  conscious  at  the  time  of  the  mischiefs 
rould,  in  some  instances,  ensue,  and  conscious  of  his 
;  which  we  prove  by  a  variety  of  concealments  and 
iccounts  which  I  have  stated  to  your  Lordships. 
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1  Jrn  tnn.  Your  Lonlchipt  iriU  oImotvo  that  I  bare  not  tud  « 
Fiwrrf  won!  lo  >'»ur  Lonlefaips  upon  llic  ealtject  ri  tKe  iwii  b 
itv^'iwK.  IxtiaiiiM)  altliDU^Ii  wchnTO  undoubtcdtjr  chained  three  Unti 
II  luill',  ull  tlte  [luoitivD  pmors  I  liavu  suind  p*  lo  not)  Ucudi 
hair,  Biiil  to  ODO  liic  and  a  half  only.  Uut  it  tannut  w 
your  Lordabiita  that  all  thiae  aildJtioaaJ  eircunutoncei  ■! 
I  havo  bnnignt  afiorwanlii,  in  order  Ui  aasnivatii  the  td 
ono  Uo  and  u  luUf,  and  in  otAxx  to  show  Tm  oon 


S 


^ilt  in  M>  iloing,  so  tvol)  m  nil  ihc  Qtruonutanee*  o 
with  Nandcomar'tf  aoctBation,  and  hta  demeanoar  tincinlil 
acsaaation— idl  tniid,  thuagh  ntit  t<i  jinive  by  hia  admia 
yet  to  prove  subriantiaJlr  thnt  tho  wIioId  uf  Kdol- 
ncciiflutiun  was  true,  and  that  hi.'  did  rvevivn  the  twoli 
well  tu  th«  one  Iftc  and  a  half,  wbicli  wi;  aiutt^nd  liehM.^ 
K>r  iiii|tli''it(ioii,  udiaillod.  But  I  have  rn«t)r<l  ihc  lew  upoBlM 
"*  Hiibjijcl,  huouiiDC,  (houKh  I  do  think  it  oomplctely  proitJ,! 
far  a*  anything  vMi  ho  proved  by  n  variety  of  irtrong  pt 
KtimpttonH,  yoi,  a«  ho  haa  nvrer  diniotly  ar  by  itnidkatii 
ndniiltod  it,  imd  na  i  do  conceive  that  yottr  Limlshin  In 
too  much  uF  the  iiatiira  of  criminal  judicaturo  (o  thmk  l) 
ihrrc  C!in  bo  nny  groat  diffbrcnoc  in  the  degnw  of  the  oai 
laity  of  the  oriini>,  whether  he  received  ono  Ino  and  a  half  1 
three  and  n  iialf,  I  bavo  hud  the  le»ii  ntrvas  aprm  tluR  s  * 
ject,  and  mean  ,to  diiiniisa  tbi;  flrdi  |virl  of  the  nfouaui 
cinoeivinp  myself  lo  have  eomplmely  provLxl  the  first  iiorti 
the  xixth  A  nick',  to  have  proved  tlio  ^uilt  of  the  pnwM 
and  to  have  proved  circumstnnci^  for  aggravnting  lo  a  gi 
di'proe  the  guilt  I  iiavo  before  prorod. 

My  Lords,  I  havo  now  obeervoi]  to  your  Lordahipi  bm 
the  whole,  1  believe,  of  the  evidenoe  wbicli  nvaa  eubmiOn  I 
your  Lt)rdjibi[ki  lattt  year ;  nlwayM  al  the  same  timo  bcsgii 
on  indiilgcnoe  for  any  oiuiv^ionii  tliat  I  may  liavo  votnnutti 
and  de-wirinf;  it  tu  bo  uudi^-xtotid  tb»t,if  thero  iiianvfiarloftlH 
cvidoucc  which  npficnn  to  your  Lordahipe  ninti^riii],  yon  viH 
not  coneidor  it  lcs»  bo,  bccauso,  dtbpr  for  ^vant  uf  juilfnnMl 
or  want  of  memory,  I  have  omitted  to  stale  it  and  draw  jm 
Lordeliipe'  attention  towarda  it.  I  now  come  in  tbo  evw" 
which  ha^  boon  laid  before  your  Lord-nbipa  diirit^  tbo 
aeasion  of  Parliament. 

The  proBcniD  to  which  tlic  evidence  of  tbU  mcmm 
stand,  in  one  viuw,  in  adiffcront  prodicament  fmmtboMwi 
!m![?a™'   '"^  '"'**'  "'"("d  bfforo.     That  difference  ia  w>  c.bvions  Ih 
— ^iiitiiut  need  haitily  state  it  to  your  IjordtiluiHi,  as  it  principally  t 
sista  in  an  Act  of  the  13th  of  the  King,  which  waa  ml 
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lent  to  the  presents  I  have  stated  and  anterior  to  those  1 7. June  iT9o. 

ti  now  ahout  to  state  to  your  Lordships.     That  Act  does 

rectly,  unequivocally  and  clearly,  proliibit  the  accepting 

y  gifts  or  presents,  by  himself  or  by  his  agents,  to  any 

rvant  of  the  Company  whatever.     And  I  conceive  that  to 

I  80  clear  that  I  shall  use  no  argument  upon  the  subject,  in 

ifl  place  and  at  this  stage  of  the  business ;  because  the  words 

Bvey  that  sense  so  clearly,  upon  the  face  of  them,  that  any- 

ing  that  I  might  say  in  support  might  rather  take  away 

im  the  effect  than  strengthen  it.     If  it  should  be  disputed 

fl^after  by  others,  it  will  be  for  me  to  observe  upon  tlie 

natruction  of  tliat  Act. 

Though  I  know  it  to  be  a  principle  of  law — and  it  is  aTiioAriso 

Be  principle,  however  harshly  it  may  sound — '^wora??/ia  J*,y SV^HiLt- 

fig  non  excusat,  yet  at  the  same  time  there  is  something  *"'"^'^°^»<^*f- 

that  principle,  when  carried  to  its  utmost  limits,  that 
unds  80  harsh  to  the  eai*s  of  persons  who  do  not  hear  it 
plained,  that  I  am  always  sorry  when  I  am  forced  to  avail 
faelf  of  it,  and  am  happy  in  this  case,  when  I  can  prove, 
t  only  that  the  Act  has  been  so  construed  by  the  Directors, 
t  also  that  it  has  been  so  construed  by  Mr.  Hastings  him- 
f.  And  tlic  Act  was  to  be  obeyed  by  their  servants,  in  the 
oae  in  which  it  was  construed  by  their  masters  ;  it  being 
rays  laid  down  as  a  point  of  law  in  this  country,  by  the 
5t  of  King  William,  that  tlie  servants  of  the  Company  are 
und  to  obey  their  masters. 

The  first  evidence,  therefore,  that  I  shall  take  notice  of  to 
nr  Lordships  is  one  that  was  given  to  you  on  the  last  day 
your  sitting,  I  mean  on  Wednesday  last.     Tlie  transac- 
•n  was  this: — there  was,  it  seem?*,  a  custom  in  India  thatTi»onazp,or 
ery  inferior  approaching  a  superior  approached  him  with  a  wmu fri^an 
saent.     These  small  j)rosents  are  called  nazrs.     When  the  h|s'!Jj,*^^r-or 
5t  of  Parliament  pa.sscd,  it  was  a  doubt  with  some  persons  doum  re- 
in my  opinion  a  doubt  very  ill-founded — whether  that  Act  ^il^iiViSfioS** 
)htbitcd  these  nozrs,  together  with  all  presents  of  other  of  nMniiiy 
idSf   provided   they  were  brought  to  the  account  of  the 
^mpany.     Fortunately  upon  this  subject  we  have  a  deci- 
•n ;    for,  in  the  commencement  of  the  government  which 
m  made  in  consequence  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  in  the 
ximcncement  of  that   government,  which  consisted  of  Mr. 
latings.  General  Clavering,  Colonel  Monson,  Mr.  liarwell 
i  Mn  Fmncis,  when  anew  order  of  things  arose  in  India, 
d  when  those  three   excellent  men, — two  of  whom  are  no  Enromium 

,  /»       1  •  •    •  Ml     1     •  i.  ,  on  (ten.  (.1»- 

vre,  and  one  ot  whom,  in  my  opinion,  will  derive  eternal  verinK,  coi. 


320     Summai^  of  Ectdraie  »«  6tf,  1th  atiiJ  Htk,  Ctimyti^ 

T  JimcM.  honour  frrtm   [lU  cauiliict  \a  that  ooiiotry,>~I  i 
H.aAB,      Geoprul  CUvM^n^,  ColoiuJ  Moiwtin  nntl   Ur.  Fnnni,  i 
Kl.*;:       lo  India,  und  vrh^ii  it  plita»«l  Ooil  not  to  inflict  thit  gia 
uiUtnt-liiaD  that  uoiild  liave  fkllun   upon   this  oauntrjr.  if,l 
any  «cd<lcDt,  their  nrrivMl  in  Uuit  ouimtrr  bud  b«ca  Meaf 
hy  nny  nu>an«  whoUivt-r, — 1  «iy  that,  wncn  ihey  mm 
tnnt  roontiT',  fur  the  Uesnng  of  Uufi.  and  ultinuitely,  1 1 
f[ir  the  happhie«s  or  tlint,  and  by  their  urivul  l«]  to  « 
refomintian  tbAt  has  bo^n  produced  in  IndiA  moot,  ; 
rvvry  ohutcD  that  th«ro  is  of  suvcrDina;  tWt  country  4 
jiinlii^,  mid  to  the  credit  and  Tionour  of  thi>.  to  ftitiD 
tvlicii  they  arrived  in  llml  oaualry  nnil  wlipti  the  now  ^ 
mnnt  began,  th«ir  conduct  was  dif)Vr«i)t   ujion  the  ■ 
of  thveo  nturs. 
Tbtk'xtinv       GcfMsral  Cliivcring,  Mr.  Motuon  nnd  Mr.  Fmacl*,  (1 
^^_         it  rii;ht   to  refuse  tlicm  nlto^lhcr  And  to  cxci^pt  no  a 
nhatevLT.     Mr.  Unnvcll  cunoidiTiMl  them  •«>  trifling  tk 
ihoiiRht  it  would  be  ratlier  ost«ntatioufl  giving   them  o, 
di(iCiHnpnny,  nnJ  decided  fur  taking  them  tltcnicdvo.   . 
iw>'^^  Hftsting;^  look  a  middle  course;  he  saytt, — '*  I  will  iM 
*iuio<inr     these  nazr/,   hut   not   for   myfelf.     I  rec«ivo  ibem  for] 
Oj^AHt-     Company. "     And  lie  actn^ly  produced  Ihmn,  na  ia  pnTa 
isvidi'nce,  Kcaled  up  in  a  liae,  to  be  corrictl  to  tl>e  acconi 
the  Com[>a»y.  till  tliey  Hhould  liarc  (he  further  npimiio  uffl 
Compnny  upon  thv  iiiibjcct. 

This  tranifivction  hcin^  stntvil  to  the  Company,  tlie  C 
tors  wero  clearly  of  opinion   that   the  majtmty,  who  I 
refused  the^e  nazr^,  hud  done  riight,  nod  directed  ti»t  11 
eh'itild  be  the  inodo  followed  for  the  future.     The  mon] 
considerable   these  nazin  were,  the   etroiigor  for  my  a 
mcnt,  which  goes  for  the  pur)K>se  of  eHtiJilishing  the  * 
of  tlie  Company  with  rezurd  to  the   proper  conGtrniUioafl 
the  Actofthe  I3th  of  the  King.  ■ 

It  nppcnrB  by  their  ootiduct  iipou  this  occasion  I 
underjitood  the  Act  oa  I  understand  it,  aa,   I   believei  I 
SS*il^r' ^S'*'*'"''"  •>»*  nlwnya  understood  it,  and  as,  I  think,  oi 
onijwmini   luun  of  common  readine  and  common  uader»tdniliuf  n 

or  ilio  Cum-  ,  ,,  i»,i'  *"•© 

pwi;.  unaemtanu  it,  namely,  that  the  Act  la  not  rnendy  a  p~ 

bition  to  the  eervants  of  the  Company  from  taking  o 
uml  keeping  it  to  their  own  nsc,  but  a  pruhibilion 
Inking  money,  however  they  may  design  to  carry  it  a 
wnrdit  to  the  account  of  the  Company :  and  it  u  fort 
that  the  decision  wns  in  a  case  of  very  irauili  vums,  ii 
where  the  intent  wns  clear, ~  where  Mr.  Hantingamca 
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ry   moment  lie   received  them — and  he  proved  his  ^  Jc^wb  itw 
g  clearly — to  bring  the  sums  to  the  account  of  the 
ny.     There  the  Company  so  far  disapproved  his  con-  So  undcr- 
lat  they  approved  of  the  conduct  of  the  mnjority  who  Oump*^.  '^ 

taking  them  at  all :  from  whence  I  take  it  to  be 
nd  unanswerable,  that  the  opinion  of  the  Company 
at  the  Act  peremptorily  prohibited  taking  any  sums 
ly,  though  the  intent  was  afterwards  to  carry  them  to 
tount  of  the  Company,  and  w^here  there  could  be  no 
)n  of  the  servant  of  the  Company  having  any  intention 
er  to  embezzle  them. 

ing  shown  this  to  be  the  Company's  o])inion,  we  can  similar 
ow  it  to  be  Mr.  Hastings'  opinion.     In  a  letter  to  by  Mf-HmS 
1  Champion,  soon  after  tlie  passing  this  Act,  in  the  *"*•• 
a  donation  intended  to  be  given  to  the  army  by  the 
he  speaks  of  several  objections  to  that  donation  ;  but 

8,— 

lie  n'c  were  considering  these  objections,  we  thought  of  recurring 
\ct  and  that  Act  cut  us  short,  for  upon  reading  that  Act,  we 
le  acceptance  of  this  money  to  be  absolutely  impossible,  illegal, 
•arts;"* 

e  doubts,  even  in  subsequent  parts  of  that  letter — 

letter  is  before  your  Lordships — whether  even   the 

ny  could  legalise  their  taking  that  sum,  and  whether 

ust  not  have  recourse  to  Parliament  for  the  purpose, 

time  or  in  any  way,  of  gaining  that  donation.     It  is  Erpodient 

lat  in  that  letter,  afterwards,  he  suggests  a  kind  of  h'ST**^^*'* 

snt.     The  expedient  he  suggests  is  this — "Let  the 

be  taken ;  let  it  be  given  to  the  Company  ;  let  there 

conl  of  what  each  man's  share  is ;  and  then  let  the 

f  Directors  decide,  if  the  court  can  decide ;  or  let  them 

o  Parliament  to  give  that  money  to  you,  or  to  whom 

all  think  fit  to  give  it." 

jh  your  Lordsliips  to  keep  in  mind,  during  these  trans-  Diff<?roiiccof 

what  a  very  different  line  of  conduct  he  gave  in  amTwardn 
to  Colonel  Champion  from  that  which  he  pursued  him-  KiUJI"*''*^  ^'^ 
f  he  had  advised  Colonel  Champion  to  act  as  I  am 
to  prove  he  acted  himself  in  subsequent  times,  he 
lave  said, — "  take  all  this  money;   conceal  the  receipt 
take  bonds  or   what  you  please  for  it ;    inform  the 


sabfituncc  of  this  extract  is  containc.l  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Hustings  to 
npton  ;  dated  3 1st  August,  1774. — Printed  in  the  "  Minutes  of  the 
,"  p.  970. 
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I  Ittmi  Una- 
I  a>non  uul 
[    Vuadr-n.nii 


33S  Smnmins  i>/ Juvtdatct  om  (A«6(/||  7/Aaiuf  lit;■,CAaV".- 
'>-  CoinrMiiT  of  it  M  your  luisan!,  and  l«t  Uwm  iletuik  upa 
wlwtlicr  it  U  yoar  ptufierty  or  ihure."     In  mv  Dpinian,!* 
H»rf  that  gctitlnunn  maoh  better  luivioe  tliaii  W  <i«r  ab 
wmnl*  foUnwed  luniM;!!'.      He  gave  hiin  ttilvicc  llut  lii*  «b 
onntloi^t  oiifi^lit   to  be  fiulilto,  and,  if  hv  luul  nny  liope 

EUtini!  ii  fur  tha  army,  tbo  miy  was,  by  si  oac«ii(}M 
K  die  wbole  mouov  i»  the  Campnny'e  treuury.  a 
•fterwranls  lutviot;  thu  Opimirn  nf  tliB  C'oni|Miny,  nbcsi 
•Mins  tiJ  ttiink  hartlLy  fufBciimt  tor  Uie  puqmee.  tt 
hsTu  the  ojituioD  of  FortiuiicDt,  apuo  tbc  prupcc  didflt 
tioD  of  it 
V  I  have  Htatul  tn  your  1jfirdihi|ia  tiiu  imociiMl  pisl 
up[m  which  I  think  it  U  pprfcctty  clear  that  Uw  Actrf: 

lionicnl   diil  that  wIucK  it  unJoubie<l)y  profcaife*  

fiwr  of  it  ti>  do, — jieremptunly  to  prohibit  n\\  pn 
idl  private  nooeipU  of  moauy  wbutevcr ;  uitil  I  ban  _ 
that  to  be  the  mum,  Dot  only  of  Mr.  Iliulin;^  wlticbil' 
in  my  opinion  m  materia],  but  tJial  it  wiL-t  tlii;  vroue  of  tt 
CuiDjuiny,  wbiiM  miiM  be  waa  bound  to  iilioy  anil  M  | 
rcsjwct  Kh  • 

Tht;  iiirxt  U)i»{;  1  tinirc  to  do,  i:i  to  point  out  tn  ynorll 
ahi|w  tho»v  doctiiuunu  which  will  pruve  to  you  tfcatl 
presents,  in  point  of  fact,  bo  did  acccpL  1  will  aMfc 
prciJGDts  wc  '.'lurgc  nud  tbe  documcuts  by  whioib  Hxlf. 
provKil.  ratlirr  in  onlvr  nf  lh«  cliarj^c  than  m  iirdcr  tnvl 
ther  will  como  by  and  by. 

W»  char(!«  that  ho  took  a  pn;*«Dl  of  three  )au  ft 
kiuin,  in  thu  y«ar  1783 ;  wbicb  to  vompli 
letter  from  the  GaDgi2«.  of  ihu  Vlst  ot  1 
which  he  expressly  eays  tJmi  h«  received  tliat  preaent. 
tlitiU  prove  thflt  ue  accepted  three  prcdeutd  for  nlijcK 
b)uk  bundle;  two,  of  one  lac  16.000  [tu|>eefl]  etoh  )i 
Uimtgcpore,  and  one  from  Xuddea,  of  imo  Uo  lif 
[rupcv#].  The«e  presents  arc  jiart  of  tlie  SOO.OUDJL  ckiq 
in  thu  Article ;  and  we  c»nt<u)d  that  wo  have  provrd  d 
proicntK  by  the  lottery  and  docunienl^  allunding  thcro,  tn 
luittuil  hy  Mr.  IluxlJags — hid  loltera  of  ibv  :i2d  \]i  Slayi 
16th  of  l>ec!Uii)lier,  1783,  and  ilr.  I^arkina'  letter  nf  IMj 
of  AnKiidt,  1786,  and  by  U'w  iiuiuiu>oript  Dcfonuo  at  tbe ' 
of  the  iiuut^b  of  Ci>niinun«.  I  do  not  Imiibli'  yourl.i 
nt  thi»  period  lorcfuryou  pHrt.iouluily  to  tlioae  papcn 
will  give  mi:  credit  for  aiwertin;;  that  in  th>]<^e  [lapcr*  t 
present*  are  completely  proved  by  lii»  dirfci  avouil 
itdiniawiuii  uf  having  accepted  them. 


three  lau  frmll 
plctely  proved  H 
'  February,  171^ 
lid  tliat  iireaent.  1 
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ThcUy  we  prove  a  present  of  two  lacs  from  Sadanund  ;  and  "  Jcsbit 
this  we  i)rove  from  Mr.  Larkins'  letter  of  the  5th  of  August,  t«o  law 
1786,  and  from  Mr.   Hastings'  Defence  at  the  bar  of  the  [S!^^^" 
House  of  Commons. 

We  also  prove  a  sum,  received  from  Kelleram,  of  two  Pi-o^onts 
lies  21,000  rupees,  and  also  a  ])resent  received  from  Nund-  [rrvm^^niMi 
olul  of  58,000  rupees,  by  Mr.  Larkins'  letter  of  the  year  -"^""duiui. 
1786,   by  Mr.  Hastings'  letter  of  the  22nd  of  May,   his 
Defence  before  the  House  of  Commons,  and  his  admission, 
indeed  his  Defence,  liefore  your  Lordships, 

And  we  prove  a  present  of  ten  lacs  of  rupees  from  the  Present 
Wazir,  by  his  letter  of  the  20th  of  January,  1782,  and  his  wwir.***" 
Defence  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  by  Mr.  Larkins' 
letter. 

My  Lords,  I  beg  leave  to  state  to  your  Lordships  that,  Admission 
Qroin  those  documents  to  which  I  have  alluded,  the  receipt  iIyMr!lSa.sf- 
>f  all  these  presents  is  completely  proved,  by  that  most  com-  ""^* 
plete  of  all  proofs — the  admission  of  the  person  to  whose 
diarge  it  is  laid.     It  is  completely  proved  by  Mr.  Hastings 
diat  he  received  all  these  sums  I  have  stated ;  and,  if  I  were 
to  8it  down  at  this  moment  and  were  not  to  offer  a  tittle  of 
farther  proof  upon  this  subject,  I  conceive  that  I  have  a 
eomplete  right  to  insist  upon  your  Lordships  finding  Mr. 
Hastings   guilty   of  a   misdemeanour,    for  having  received 
presents  contrary  to  the  sense  of  the  Act,  contrary  to  the 
interpretation  of  the  Act  by  the  Directors,  and  contrary  to 
hiB  own  sense  of  the  just  interpretation  of  that  Act. 

But,  my  Lords,  in  this  instance  I  shall  do  as  I  did  in  the  Tiu»  pre- 
finregoing  instance,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  making  some  niptly*^" 
observations  to  your  Lordships,  in  order  to  show  you  that  ^*'*^'"" 
these  presents  were  not  merely  received  in  disobedience  to 
the  Act  of  Parliament,  that  they  were  not  merely  criminal 
in  the  wav  in   whioh   1  have  hitherto  stated    them  to  be 
criminal,  but  that  they  were  corruptly  taken,  in  the  literal 
sense  of  the  word — corrupt,  and  that  they  w^ero  taken    in 
such  a  manner  as  clearly  to  prove   to  your  Lordships  tlie 
eomipt  design  he  had  in  taking  them.     And,  as  a  medium  of 
luch  proot,  I  shall  principally  rely — though  upon  other  cir- prnofinhiH 
ennistanees  also — uj)on  the  various  accounts  given  of  these  HipJlUl^n/s. 
presents  by  him,    so    contradictory  in    some    instancc?.s,    so 
vague    in    others,  so  tending  to  deceive   almor^t    in  all,   as 
OOuld  not  be  the   account  of  a  man  who  felt  clear  in  his 
conscience,  and  who  thought  he  had  done  no  wrong  by  dis- 
obeying the  law. 

X  2 


wittgofEtndaiaumtluMhf'lAatidlAth,  Cktsrya: 

■■     My  Ixmb,  the  fint  doennivnt  to  whicli  I  tliiuk  it  ntoMBlf  I 
for  yiiur  Lord=hif»  lo  ndvcrt  is  the  letter  from  Patatot  ilal 

^  20tii  of  Janiiary,  aod  which  I  will  rcud  to  yaar  laxi^KftA 

•  Icngtii. 

"  Pstnt.  -iOih  Jtuntj.  \j 
"  lltinLiunble  Sin.  wliUe  the  Nnbob  Vui^  »u  U  Chmm,  f 
of  a  ver;  rainiiiilrr>)ili'  siiin  of  nioii*;  wu  nwd*  to  c&e,  botli 
UiJ  oil  t)int  >'f  lii*  niinUtm,  u  ■  pnsent     I  aoaqittd  it  « 

laiirtu  uiii  gliidl;'.  bntiff  mttrclj'  dntHntc  birth  ttt  b 

whrthrr  (l^tJuu^•e^ri(^«^I^lh^^Ielirf(lf  injrdwii  neccMiti 
wu  not  maile  in  ipeoe  but  in  bUh,  wtucfa  ham  b«en  e 
buililjr  rcsliiod,  beiiiK  ilrawti  on  tli#  Imkuc  at  (iiipsnl  Di 
thv  timr  k  {insoDtr  in  the  hand*  of  Clicit  Stngf .  The  (_. 
luiiirM-  of  I'tyiamX,  taA  I  mnki-  no  ikmlrt  of  lU  brtSK  i 
hnrc  nvcirrd  hu  hmi  Uii)  nut  In  tlie  puhHe  Mvidefr}  t 


Mnplird 


>  tl>i:  I 


VlW.  wt 
.  ■  Hi™  wbiiUj 


!  luvoant.    'Flic  oumiml  m 
.--.  id  Omle.     A»  wian  M llur  <riiole  la  oinplcted  1 4 
fii'difiit  M«uunt  of  it,   r«Ui(uioi[  the  lUanNml  of  || 
tii«   jilrKHin  i>r  fniir  hononblc  court.    If  vim  Btuuladjnf 
to  TOT  I  ■hall  crmridrT  it  m  Iht  moit  boDoriililc  «|>im>bM 
gf  t»T  Uliuun,  nnd  I  wiih  tunwt  icjr  fartuDc  to  roar  bM  ~ 

"  I  «in  niiw  in  tlie  fiftieth  yxtt  of  my  lifr .     I   hare  j 
^(on  in  Ibn  tprt'it.'c  uf  the  Conipan^r,  MiA  the  grvaJxst  p 
in  rmjrtojTnrats  of  the  hi)[lic*t  tru*t.     My  conxoimn-  ana 
tn  clwiD  tbr  mmt  nf  trtl  utA  inti^tf;    nor  hn*  fortuoft  ■■ 

r'tiuoa  tu  thrir  rxertuitM.     To  tbrspquntitia   (  bnuiii)  my  |l 
Jot^X  Dot  nplne  if  tou  ahall  tlrtim  otbcrwiK!  nf  mj-  mwmi-« 
uugiht  jiitir  (leHaiuD,  liowfvcr  it  in»j   ^liMppuint  tny  Iiupcuf  anln 
Mirqiutp  to  tile  conMiiuctire  sod  cirvstimi   of  the  nfBnc  whidiln* 

1iiiH«M,  to  IrMon  mf  ^intittidc  for  harinn  b^eii  to  lun^^  ycrmaA\ 
mill  it.  linn  it  hu,  m  IcmI,  nnKlilod  mp  to  l»r  iiji  ■  [iiotmiw  «r" 
which  1  aw  hp  cimtaaCFd  in  ■  more  huml)lc  itation."  * 

My  Lord*,  you  will  oVN!«n-c  that  this  letter  of  Mr;  H* 
itig*  ]>tir]H)rl#  to  ■;ivp  cnrly  iiilolli[^iK»;  with  respect  to  4 

CroH'nt  which  lie  Ktis  rcccwcl  from  iho  Woz'ir,  piirt  iirvMi 
e  says,  he  hiw  nppropriatcd  to  the  Comiiaiiy'a  wrviwih 
which,  in  rffccl,  he  desire?  (lie  Company  tu  give  loki 
The  first  tbin^  that  will  strike  your  Lord?lii{i:i  u[)m  tl 
luttcr,  if  yiia  bavp  compared  it  with  the  evideni:*'  ht^fi**^ 
ig  a  very  i^iogular  circunijtaacc  in  il,  vrhidi  undoiihudj^i 
literally  ti'uc,  but,  if  ever  there  was  a  lilcral  truth  ww 
conveyed  a  subdtantial  lidschood,  it  \a  lliftt  to  whidi  1  u" 
lie  Bays, — "  Thia  doaatiou  was  not  nimle  in  iipeeii!  hrti 
hilld,  which  have  heen  in  juirt  only  iind  Innlilv  rcaliud.*-^ 
Tiiia  letter  ia  dnted  the  .ICth  of  Janunry;  thitflrttaJ 
not  leave  India  till  tlic  tnunlh  of  Kebrunry  ;  aod  »  ii 
proved,  that  hefors  the  SOthof  J»mniry,oiil  often  li 


'  Primal  in  the  '•  Uiimtn  oftbc  EtUtdcc'il  DIS. 


Speech  of  Mr.  For.  325 

I  and  60,000  rupees  had  been  actually  paid  upon  this  pre-  7  Juweitw. 
t.  Now,  undoubtedly,  I  cannot  contend  with  the  defendant 
t  ninety-six  is  not  a  part  of  a  hundred;    but  I  do  not 
eve  that  any  man,  meaning  to  give  a  fair  account  of  any 
iJBaction,  ever  stated  it  as  an  argument  why  a  present 
aid  be  given  to  him,  that  it  was  a  matter  of  uncertain 
le,    as  if  it  was  a  doubt  whether  it  would  be  realised 
&U8e  it  was  tardily  realised,  when  it  was  realised  in  the 
portion  of  ninety-six  out  of  a  hundred. 
.here  are  also,  with  regard  to  this  letter,  some  circum- 
tces  upon  whicli  it  may  be  worth  w  hile  to  observe.     This  Circum- 
er  was  written,  according  to  its  date,  at  Patna,  January  transmin- 
20th.      It  left  Calcutta  in  Februar}^      It  was  not  trans-  &?"*"* 
ted  to  the  court  of  Directors  by  the  usual  channel,  but  Mi3o?8«»tt. 
)ugh  his  agent,  Major  Scott.     Upon  that,  there  did  sug- 
t  Itself   to   many   persons   some   doubt  whether  Major 
»tt  might  not  have  had  conditional  directions  to  give  it 
tot,  according  as  he  should  find  the  situation  of  things 
England  propitious   or   unpropitious   to  Mr.   Hastings. 
loubtedly,  however.  Major  Scott  has  sworn,  and  we  must 
eve  it,  that  he  had  no  conditional  orders  upon  that  sub-  Not  sent  bo 
^     But   I  make  use  of  this  argument  to  show  that  the  20th  o?   "* 
er  was  not  sent  away  so  soon  as  the  iOth  of  January.  ^*""*^- 
5  probable  reason  of  its  being  sent  in  that  unusual  and 
gular  way  was ,  that  it  Avas  sent  after  the  despatches  of 
Company  were  made  up,  which  were  not  made  up  till 
Biderably  subj^equent  to  this  date, — till  after  Mr.  Hastings' 
val  at  Calcutta,  which  was,  1  believe,  in  February.     In 
letter,  which  we  shall  hereafter  refer  to,  of  May,  1782,  he 
B  he  had  already  informed  the  Company  of  this  letter  by 
Jiciite,  and  then  encloses  a  triplicate. 

Ve  have  had  some  examination,  on  a  former  day  and  on  AsKortjon  of 
day,  whether  any  duplicate  of  this  letter  was  ever  received;  iwing  sent, 
,  I  think,  we  have  informed  your  Lordships  that  no  dupli- 
i  ever  was  received,  except  from  Mr.  Hastings'  assertion. 
3  not  mean  to  lay  much  stress  on  that  circumstance,  but 
\  a  singular  circumstance  that  that  duplicate  never  should  ^^^^y^j" 
ive ;  and,  if  there  could  be  any  suspicion  that  there  was 
le  reason  for  sending   this  letter  through  the  hands   of 
Jor  Scott  rather  than  in  the  usual  channel,  thjit  suspicion 
rt  be  increased,  when  it  appears  there  was  no  other  copy 
he  letter  sent  by  any  other  channel. 
[liis  letter  having  been  read,  I  should  like  to  state  some 
lumstances  relative  to  it,  though  they  belong,  undoubtedly, 


re- 


Wmg  „/  Eridtuee  m  cAeGtA,  7<A  uwi  UlA,  Cta^: 

Ui  i>Uter  IctteK.     I  widi  your  LortUtipe  oUto  to  idnfl  H 
\he  leiter  wliiuli  hu  bcco  r«id  bi  vou  fi>r  wiciUier  iiitf]**t 
oml   tltitt   Tou    will   coni<iilcr   il   wpiuntclv  frum  ike  <Am 
|iniicr;  uutl  I  ijnuilioa  very  tuueb  wliuthtT  ymar  Lotd>tin 
nill  li»il  tboreiu  a  thin^  nrbich  bat  itena  (tai^^ti  ht  )>;  thR*n 
I'mtuutitly.  )>uL  wliiclk  1  aever  coiiltl   Dai],     ' 
mini*  of  giving  nu  aci»UQl  to  llio  C\ini{miiT 
li<*  had  i-i.-4.-Jve<l  {irivulely.    I  An  sec  a  prom' 
Uf  nil)  t^i'ce  <")  arcannt  of  ttic  nionc;  ]■»<! 
wliuu«ver  lti«  |uyuu!iil(ir  lliut  lui»  been  C4>iL.|>Ut>.-di  '-jdl 
do  not  #tv  tuiylkiiii;  wtiich  oiin  ha  CMoatruccl  W  infcrsttl 
imply,  eiUit-r  by  lllu  «{>irit  or  letter,  a  proutiM  to  pn  it 
Company  an  ai.-«tiiitit  of  any  nttivr  aums  wmch  he  has  noffidi 
privnlcly,  or.  inOcLil,  lo  tUlmlo  U>  any  eucb  «uiu  b  irf^ 
riprakinn  of  thi:i  Itllrr,  )iG  »y0 — as  tliytingiiisliing  biwiV 
uUtur  prcKnU, — 

"  But  when  tartaae  tliiw  d  •um  in  my  wkj  <tt  tt  naipmoit  C^* 
cuul<)  not  lir  mnMKlciI,  Miii  the  (ncular  ilrJiury  nf  my  ^ualMajttl 
liinc  ill  wlir'*h  1  rrmveil  rt,  hibiIr  hip  mnK  ciTrui»i»|"'-l  nf  iTipnnsp* 

t  etiuM  (■)m|>^iriM'  my  uiDfiloytnuf  it,  wliii^h  I  ilid  h"  ■•^'-  -    ' '-" 

liMtilj,  [n-T!ini»,  III  iitvi-nrt  llw  vi|;iUnrK  Bitil  »rtivj-  ■ 

Aod  graenlly.  U-rkuw  1   knnr  not  the  vinrt  iuti'i  ' 

nhicb  I  H'lu  tn  thi:  tvorijil.  bat  ni'l  in  (bo  fiill  jxr* . 

Ill  iwi|ii«ial  thrm  with  tbo  rauU  ki  rnnna*  I  •hoii'i'   ' 

ll  i  and,  lo  ihr  piifitniinnm  of  my  inomiM.  I  thoiiiji 

tl  It)  ftili)  til  llir  acintiitil  all  tli«  famitfr  B]i]in>)itiatinti  - 

my  siHiil  ^liun  lltnii  ■uutvitiii^  to  mt,  oiui  »  iiii- 

niiKut  hare  *jiiunl  tm  the  rridiblc  uf  tlu*  ftpuliuiv. 

attuiidrd  tii  ll.  tlioi  ir  1  h»i\  ■ufiprrawd  tlvin,  uad  tlii-v  irri-  itVnrcj' 

kaown,  I   mitlht  l(«  uskcil  what  wtm  toy  mntivM  rur'irithhaliDlIC)^ 

i>/  Ihfiic  miM|ili  Inifii  till!  kiirtwlril«,f  uf  the  ccnut  of  [>)n«m^*f 

infumiin^  th«m  of  th»  (wti,"  • 

He  states  tlmt  he  acquainted  the  court  iff  Diivolcnvtt 
a  ihie— iiB  ho  oaya— "hastily,  to  prevent  calumny,"  1  "^ 
your  Lord«lti[M  wuuM  ntteiid  to  thnt  opinion  tif'hie  nfuntlfr 
uitti-r,  in  wrder  to  see  whether  ho  haa  in  fjcnuml  nimtirilfli 
mode  of  nvoidinj^  calumny,  and  whether  W  hnie  ihong):!  it  fa 
(general  re'iuiaile  hastily  lo  ^ive  nn  uoxmnt  ot'  niiytutn^ 
7|»  which  ho  luia  received.  Ai  for  the  i>lh«r  pan  tut  irkkkk 
apologism,  that  the  ui!couut  in  general,  thnt  is  true;  M 
pcrhaiu  it  u  Ic^a  a]iplicHble  to  this  account  than  anVMlVk 
aa  it  eacilaiiiM  more  particulars  thaomuevt  oi'tl 
ii  thie  [larticular  cirvumntanee  ultcnding  it, — 
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states  it  to  have  been  received  for  the  benefit  of  the  Com-  7  Jcke  1700. 
pany,  he  fairly  confesses  that  the  ultimate  destination  of  it 
u  to  himself,  and  requests  them  to  adjudge  it  to  him. 

AVe  have  in  full  proof  before  your  Lordships  that,  at  the  TheXawab 
tini    of  the  treaty  of  Chunar, — at  the  time  when  this  pre- at  {JjJ'fjJ^,. 
aent  was  made, — the  Nawab  was  in  circumstances  of  distress,  ^^^^^  p^*^" 
which  Mr.  Ila:;tinu;s  has  stilted  in  stronjy  terms.    This  Avas  in 
evidence  to  your  Lordships  upon  the  second  charge  of  this 
impeachment.     And  is  it  possible,  and  can  it  be  conceived, 
that  he  who  takos  a  sum  of  ten  lacs  from  a  prince  actually  in 
the  greatest  distress  possible, — a  distress  which  he  conceives 
to  be  suflBcient  to  justify  him  in  plundering  his  nearest  rela- 
tions,— a  distrcs"?  which   he    conceives  to    be  sufficient  to 
jastify  the  resumption  of  all  the  jagirs  he  had  ever  granted,  iiisro- 
and  the  plundering  of  all  the  treasures  of  the  zanana  of  his  tilfjaj^^  Jj 
mother, — could  Mr.  Hastings  innocently — could  he,  without  IiJalJ^^gg 
a  guilt  which  requires  no  aggravation  whatever,  take  a  pre- 
eent  of  100,000/.  from   a  person  so  distressed,  not  for  the 
Company's  benefit  but  for  his  own  benefit,  intended  for  hisMr.  Uiwt- 
own  benefit  by  himself,  for  he  does  expressly  desire  that  the  {atfon^oT^" 
deposit  may  be  adjudged  to  him?     Then  the  plundering  of  jjtfi"*"? 
the  Begums  I  the  resumption  of  the  jagirs  !    all  the  diffi- 
culties m  w^hich  the   Nawab  wjis  placed,  all  the  dangerous 
experiments  to  which  he  was  reduced  I     If  the  Company 
had  done  as  Mr.  Hastings  desires  and  adjudged  the  deposit 
to  him,  as  far  as  100,000/.  went,  all  these  enormities  would 
Ve  committed,  not  to  fill  the  treasury  of  the  Company,  but 
to  fill  the  pocket  of  the  defendant ;  and  then  it  would  have 
appeared  clear,  if  the  Company  had  granted  it  him, — which, 
nndoubtedly,  is  clear  for  the  purpose  of  crimination  at  this 
moment, — that  all  those  violences  which  are  stated  in  the 
second  charjre  were  all  for  the  benefit  of  the  criminal  at 
your  bar;     that  all    the   enormities  proceeding  from  those 
violences,  and  those  acts  which  were  settled  at  the  treaty  of 
Chunar,  were,  as  far  as  100,000/.  goes,  for  the  purpose  of 
enriching  an  individual,  and  not  for  dischargini]^  the  debts  of 
the  Nawab  due  to  the  Company. 

I  stated  this  present  first,  partly  on  account  of  its  magni- 
tude, and  partly  on  acnount  of  its  disshnilitudo  in  many  other 
respects  from  the  others :  it  will   be  impossible   for  ine  to 
avoid  alluding  to  it  in  the  detail  of  the  other  presents.     I  Jfr^Jf^J. 
will    now  read   to  your    Lordships   the    first   letter  which  i»^.on  the 
Mr.  Hastings  ever  wrote  upon  the  subject  of  these  sorts  of  thoiim?-^ 
presents  and  of  this  species  of  resource.     There  is  much  in  xiv^ifSi!' 


rj,-;, 


"n  the  iBTkMo  rf  •*' 


328  Stuminff  a/ Eviilatet on  ttuGth,  7(A  tmdlith,  Chatjn: 

■*■  Ute  Idtlcr  whidi  »  not  to  th«  tmmnliato  niliiocl,  anJ  tbc  I 
aball  fikipiii  r«ai1iu)i;  it  I  bojic  yuur  LimlfhimvnUgireK 
cfulil  tiiBt  I  ihi  uol  omit  itn}rtbii^  which  vrotud  be  saieni 
in  »ay  wnv  to  invnliilatc  what  I  etatc: — 

"  ■•  I'ort  Williwi,  29U>  NutwdW,  \J9L 
t       "  HMxmliW  Sin,— You  wiU  Ik  luffmin)  I17  nur  onsnltalian  rf"*^ 
"  Ifilb  or  June,  ijf  *<irrj  tmuMul  icndn- vliioh  wm  nudt  trul^fc 

Doard,  cm  tbU  da]'.  f<n-  thr  Ditn'We  "'  mdnniu^i 

tbe  crtnoriliitU]'  vxpencc  vnldS  ciiKbt  be   incur 

drUchincBii  utidnr  tbo  eumnmnil  of  Ma)ar  Caomc 

HohMtta  iloDunimi*,  wlikti  la;  Imjonf]  Um  ilMnet  of  GiiliiiiL' 

Thoa  there  cornea  eomeihing  political ;  npoa  Utatnlfftct 
ho  faj-fi —  " 

"  Tbo  mi^Mt  b  now  bccnnic  nlunlrte,  m>i1  b1)  tli«  fair  bon*' 
liwl  buill   H[n<n  Ihu   prunriitiun  iif  ibf  Mgiimtta  mr,— of  M, 
nation   in  b   *jieci)y,  bominibli!.  luiil   adTsuta^jcinu    pE»iv,  iM 
hb«lc<l.'' — -nd  iu  on. — "  Mj  iirtMat  tt*at»i  tar  nrrrtiD^  t» 
MNidiirt  00  the  iimtlon  wliiob  I  haT«  mentions),  i«  to  u(tnr'~' 
eoaolutioTi*  (T  i>iiT|<ati^  mntcprawiitUMiiu  which  liiij  ba 
tithot  u  on  ortiilt'*  iiT  gstcniAtiun  or  m  tbc  tttcct  of  rufTupt ' 
WMlrliiK  yuu  that  the  iiiaD«7.  b^  whstertr  tiMWis  it  cunc  in 
MmIuh,  was   nut  my  avnxi   Ibat   1    had,   tnjaeiS,   nu  ruiit  t 
MiuU  HOT  could  luve  rrrri^t^  it,  l>ut  for  tbr  aixuam  Mlrji 
mo  Ui  avail  mVMilf  at  iht*  tu^dcntal  dimda,  which  wn  al  I 
■(rnrOod  tat.  at  accirjitin(r  '"^  com-crtioK  it  to  thr  pntptrt; 
ttie  CompRKf.   And  wHb  this  InieT  aiiokigjr  I  iholl  diuniM  ti 

I  mcDtion  thU  by  the  way,  iwt  a  particular  inj 

lluLt  ncrrenM;,  tir  nither  invcrtvit,  mode  of  reaemung 

iho  ocfouJant  haa  (UlTi'rcd,  I  bdicvc,  (nun  wiv  other 

who  ever  wnitc  or  whu  vwr  rtttMncJ  upon  siioiUr 

-    "  My  jin-8cnt  rcnwn  for  nivorting  to  my  on  a  on 

''•-  (he  QC<:Hfiioa  whidi  I  Imvc  mentioned,  i^  tii  uhviale 

coDclueion^  or  purposi-J  misrc{xrcccntationa  which 

mailc  of  it,  cither  as  an  artifice  of  oElentatioQ  or  m  ll 

of  cornipl  influence  1"     How  was  be   to  obviale 

should  conceive  the  only  means  of  ohviuting  tlilii  wouli 

been  hy  mmntaining  tliat  it  was  not  oatviiintiuiiit  but  *• 

true;    that  it  woa  not  tlio  efl^ect  of  a  corrupt  pre»«iit  Utt 

that  it  was  Uia  own  money  ;  hut  he  (hiiike  lie  ohmta  lU 

tbceo  "  false  coiicUieiona  and  [>iirposed  misn'jjrt.-s^iitaii"''*!* 

1    by  asBui'inc  them  that  tbe  money,  by  whatever  inwni  it 

M   came  into  their  po^Beaoion,  was  not  iii«  own  ;  that  lie  ia^i  aO 

"■  right  to  it,  nor  would  nor  could  have  rewivoil  it,  but  fa 

II10  occn^jon  which   prompted  him   to  avail  bini^df  of  At 
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accidental  means,  which  were  at  that  instant  afforded  him,  7  jl-itbitw. 
of  accepting  and  converting  it  to  the  property  and  use  of  the 
Company.     "  And,"  he  sayi^,  "  with  this  brief  apology  I 
shall  dismiss  the  subject." 

Mr.  Hastings,  upon  a  doubt  Avhethcr  a  sum  of  money 
should  be  appropriated  to  a  particular  service,  states  to  the 
Soard,  as  he  says,  not  ostentatiously  at  all — "  if  the  expense 
deters  you,  then  I  will  defray  it  out  of  my  own  pocket" 
How  does  he  intend  to  defray  it?  By  money  which  he 
receives  corruptly,  contrary  to  the  Act  of  Parliament.  It 
then  occurs  to  him  that  this  may  be  misrepresented  against 
Um.  How?  He  says,  it  may  be  stated  as  ^^  an  artifice  of  DiMriaims 
ostentation.''  It  was  an  artifice  of  ostentation;  for  jf  £  **  °  ''"• 
know  what  can  be  described  to  be  an  artifice  of  ostentation, 
it  itf  to  pretend  to  do  that  generously,  magnanimously  and 
liberally,  out  of  my  own  pocket,  which  I  do  out  of  the 
pockets  of  others,  and  which  contains  no  magnanimity, 
generosity  or  liberality,  at  all. 

"  To  obviate  the  false  conclusions  or  purposed  misrepre- 
sentations which  may  be  made  of  it,  either  as  an  artifice  of 
ostentation  or  as  the  effect  of  coiTupt  influence.     I  now  tell 
yoo,  to  guard  agriinst  these    corrupt  mispresentations," — 
what? — "  that  both  these  arc  true  representations;  that  it 
was  an  artifice  of  ostentation  and  corruption ;  for  it  is  money 
I  have  received  and  which  I  have  no  right  to,  for  it  is  your 
money  and  not  mine!"     By  this  he  completely  avows  the  Avowal  of 
acceptance  of  this  present,  and  states  it  to  the  Directors,  asoruicpr? 
he  says,  for  the  purpose  of  repelling  misrepresentations  which  "*"*' 
are  thereby  proved  to  be  true  representations;  and,  for  dis- 
claiming all  ostentation,  he  makes  this  pompous  declaration, 
which  is  the  greatest  ostentation  that  any  man  ever  was 
guilty  of. 

"  Something  of  affinity  to  this  anecdote  may  appear  in  the  first  aspect  ilUi  rcfc- 
of  another  transaction,  which  I  shall  proceed  to  relate,  and  of  which  it  is  "Jnjeto 

particularly  my  (liity  to  infonn  you."  tnuwwtioii. 


I  beg  to  pause  here  for  a  moment.  What  docs  he  mean 
by  ** something  of  affinity  to  this  anecdote  may  appear"?  Is 
it  not,  in  the  common  sense  of  the  word,  thus  to  be  construed? 
— "  I  now  proceed  to  a  transaction  in  which,  in  some  cir- 
camstances,  yon  may  see  an  affinity  to  this,  but  which  is  in 
reality  unlike  it."  Is  not  that  the  fair  meaning  and  the  fair 
interpretation  of  these  words  ?  I  will  take  that  for  a  moment 
to  be  the  interpretation  of  these  words ;  I  will  afterwards  go 
into  the  supposition  of  their  bearing  another  interpretation. 


330  Summing  o/Endaiet  mthtfilh.  7fA<Ri(/UM.  Obrjn.- 

»  Thu  iaterprctatiou  uf  tlie  wonU  ii  justifivd  by  the  at^  I 
Mt<|uiMil  jiart  of  ihc  Ivtter — "  nomeUimf;  of  adiDil]:  tii  tb  J 
ani.Tdiitis  luM'  «ppw>r  ta  the  fir»l  aspect  of  .tnotfacr  t 
RctiitH.  Mliicn  I  fcliiill  prnocv'l  to  n-lntc.  and  iif  wIdcIi  tl  iki 
miire  immcdiatoly  my  duty  to  mfomi  you."  Tliaa  bij 
uieutitiiu  that  do  \i(u  Itocn  wry  ilcjiimiu  of  leinaf 
teKiii  I  HMtftADce  to  Moodtei  Booola  nnd  Chimnagi  BooaU;  i 
Btralli^  tlie  sarv'uu!  wLich  Miiodjiffi  RcKMila  bad  becD  iif  and  a 
pf  la  the  Compatiy,  ami  that  it  mi^ht  be  fit  In  giv«  h 
^woctHir.     111!  saya,— 

B  Iwil  ncHhrr  itii>n*f  1(1  lytBr,  niir,  in  ihr  ■ppuVDl  iMrrfll 
molt   in  H»  r<l«»inn  tr>  nnr-.  wmjl<!  it  hnv*.  hficn  eilbcr  ft   ' "" 
JBnii'Hiit  wilh  our 
f  tiuJpH,  my  drdilril 

aMiuy  relief  tliui  . 

_ V  InsUniM-i  [if  --I  i.iit,  wHItiafl 

af  l(i<-  Uwt  two  jr«a'-«,  ■    .  i  uimiI  of  0 

■.rtbaX  « 


UoBTit ;  but   t  knew  tlut  it  w.mLl  out  !>«■«  withirut  ui  _ 
sinilii  LuiPF  iMeuiQL-   pubbu,  i>liii:b   uiigUt    hare   ilcfraud   itol| 
C^invliioi-i]  iif  ttie  ii«naailj  of  iVic  i  i;i.iii,  ni,  .mil  i  '     '  ' 

of  iha  i(iiT«nitumi  of  Braiir  t'li  i 

iuLJ  make  ttwni  ^ijmr  to  il 
to  Bdi>]it  it  aaJ  Cake  tbr  tntir-  : 
,   laoilt!  H  low  iwnudi^rablF  luni  u  <  .    ' 

laidu  iif  ruuMs  hi  be  (l«iivt-n^ii  tu   hi*'  :iitii^^ii-r  ..:   irir  iin,-jii  ■■]  imi 
iraidonl  in  Csl'-tittA." 

T\na,  he  Bflye,  may  bear  iwtne  nffitiity  to  ibi:  luuoey  wUt 
])(■  iiSieriiil  on  Iiis  on-o  :iccuunt  in  ihe  ciuuuoer  He  Mjttli 
ho  ordered  three  lacs  ofrujMMM  to  be  givwn  : — 

iiMnb       "  Tiro  tbinla  uf  this  sum  I  luvc  niscd  bjr  my  n«n>  crailit,MU(l 

•"vj'"  pWite  It  in  niy  oflimi  a«oiuitt  1  tbo  ulher  tb'ird 'l  bate  aapiilted  Ir 

"*'^'    Ike  cash  iu  lu^  band*  brlonijintf  to  tb«  llunaunblr  Ciimfanr.     Ih 

(tivMi  due  nntiiw  to  Mon<ti^c«  i»a*Ia  af  this  tmnwctiMi." 

>i>in>rii  Now,  you  will  pU-a«e  to  obitcrve  the  »tiitcment  of  ihef 
J^".  and  tho  rtatcmcnt  of  IhU  second,  n-hich  "  beunt  no  afibdb 
In  it.  In  the  first  he  states. — "  I  did  r«caix-e  tiuMtcr  iftin 
was  Dot  toy  uWD.  I  pretended  lltat  tt  was  tny  own.  bat  W 
you  will  not  consider  that  an  an  aitUji^c  of  oftuntntian,  lor 
was  not  my  own,  and  1  will  same  linio  or  ulIkt  puv  it  yw 
.Wjui.,  Obeorvc,  ho  docs  not  tell  the  Coinptny  tVuin  wbom  i 
WHO  rc<^cived  it,  the  date  of  hia  reoeiTin^  tt,  nor  nnv  circunutui) 
that  will  give  them  a  mejinn  of  oTi^cking  llir.  tnith  of  i 
assertion  "  Now,"  he  aiiy«,  "  bene  is  a  iarcametaat»  li 
hoar*  gome  affinity  to  it;  I  giivc  three  Inci)  apon  aMlia 
«ervico j    but,  though  it    hcare   uii   affiiuty,  yet   then  il 


sums. 
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ibstantial  difference ;  fur,  of  this,  two  thirds  were  raised '  Jc^i709. 

jon  my  own  credit,  and  one  tliird  was  cash  of  the  Com- 

iny's  in  my  hands.     Now,  if  there  cnn  be  any  sense  to  be 

»wn  from  these  words,  and  if  you  can  allow  any  tiling  to  be 

ferred  from  the  contents  of  my  letter,  and  from  the  differ- 

it  parts  of  it  compared  together,  you  must  infer  from  this 

lat  this  money  was  yours,  though  I  pretended  it  was  mine. 

Dmething  of  affinity  may  appear  in   another   transaction, 

hich  I  therefore  will  give  you  an  account  of;  that  is  to  say, 

will  tell  you  of  the  otiier  transaction,  that  that,  in  point 

'  fact,  was  my  own  money :  and  1  do  it  because  there  was 

1  app«irent  affinity  ;  fur,  if  I  had  not  explained  this  to  you, 

id  you  had  heard  I  sup])lied  Colonel  Camac  witli  a  sum  of 

oney,  and  it  turned  out  not  to  be  my  own  but  yours,  when 

Bent  a  sum  to  Chimnasci  Hoosla  you  would  think  it  also 

jur  money  and  not  my  own;  therefore  I  tell  you  thut  these 

ro  thirds  I  raised  upon  my  own  credit,  and  one  third  only 

as  yours.'' 

Now,  before  we  go  into  other  bussiness,  it  will  be  material  sutcof  the 
»  state  the  event  of  thcfc  two  sums  of  money,  the  greater  hl^tb^?v^»" 
'which he  states  to  be  his  own,  and  the  smaller  heloiiging to 
le  Company ;  because,  Jicquainted  as  your  Lordships  all  are 
ith  the  character  and  conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings, —  aci^uainted 
ith  all  the  various  eccentricities  belonging  to  it, — I  believe 
)a  will  think  that  the  end  of  this  business  is  more  extra- 
dinary,  more  whimsical  and  fanciful,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
>  use  such  an  expression  upon  such  an  occasion,  than,  pos- 
bly,  any  persons  can  conceive  who  have  not  iieard  the  precise 
ridencc.     He  says, —  "  two  thirds  are  my  own,  one  third  is  CoufL-sHioii 
le  Company's."     What  do  you  think  is  tlie  present  state  of  fn^fatiint** " 
lese  two  sums  ?     The   present  stat(»  is,  that   Mr.  Hastings  {{JSij^bcy- 
is  confesse<l  that   these  two   thirds,   which   he  said  w'cre '«"f«-'i  *« 
liscd  upon  his  credit,  are  not  his  but  the  Company V,  and  iMiny, ami 
xsordin^rly  he   paid   them  to   the  ('onipaiiy ;    and  that  the  tiirrd to 
le  third,  that  he  said  was  the  Conipanv's,  was  his  own,  and  ^"°>'*^*^''' 
3    took    a    bond    from    tiio  Con][)any  for  it.     That    is  the 
recise  state  of  tlu;   cast;  which  we  have  proved  upon   this 
scasitm,  and  of  which  I  shall  point  out  the  proof 

Of  tliese  sums  and  of  these  notes  wi;  find  no  other 
lention  till  his  letter  of  May  1782;  upon  which,  and  upon  Jii.">uiujrof 
le  date  of  which,  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  make  one  or  two 
bservations.  Mr.  Hastings,  in  tianuary,  1782,  had  stated 
Lb  present  from  the  AVazir,  of  which  he  i)romised,  when 
^mplctcd,   to    give    a    more    detailed   account.      By  Mr. 


MS  Ammuif  of  Evidme*  on  the  0/A,  lUmaiV. 

Ol  I^aricins' Idler  "f  the  filb  of  Augiwt  1786,  U  appeui  tkl 

t  tble  pmnttiK,  wliich  Mr.  nntlingn  hati  giwn,  wF  cxyfaaniq| 

.  more   poitioubrly  llita    IHD.WWI,  had  cnlirclj-  c»a{'od  la 

» ncoiiny.     Tbcre   U  Mmcthiiig  in    Mr  Unetin^  nptin  4 

8abi«ct«  of  Hionvjr.  lo  [leculiorly  uiognificcut,  thut  1  va  vm 

BorpriBctl  nt  Miythms;  cwnping  Uia  lu^mory  ujioq  that  wlijtit 

But  tbo  mtHit  rvmorublc  pNrt  uf  this  tfrnnEaction,  when  y* 

ooai|Mirc  hta  lellorvr  b  tliRti  OTCn   roppnon;;  it  Id  be  1& 

object  never  to  vtata  one  nrtli'lc  right,  ncrcr  to  give  tM 

■ooounta  dikr,  onir  mit;  lie  ntbcr  AQr|iri»d  at  llic  Kuetoa 

of  his  nicmoiy  upon  tlie  subject.     But  Mr.  Lniidn*a;»^ 

page  1153  [>f  the  printed  Alinutce, — 

"  Mr.  IlwtinKi   nturQcU   frnni    IlFiuvn   to   CalcutU  on  Iti  M  tf 


.,  __ 1   tbf  WXTct  COBIIBiacHCSt. 

liinimlilc  ruiirt   uf  I'intlow.     Tfjf  ruugh  ili«ft  iif  Um  \tHUt,  •  " ' 
hiiniiwdlliii:  of  Major  Piiltuvr,  ii  nttw  in  ai,V  posKwon.     So 
•nirol  w  ih(t  PrrJiiilrory.  hf  rnjaetlrd  me 'to  form  ike  mm 
rccdpti  wkI  diitiiincnienls.  which  tini  will  finil  }inuTi»Iiml 
ud  JU/tli  j»«ea    of   the    lloonunblit   Campoaj't    jienoi 
Ui«  year   \it*\~-2.      M/   ulfii-iKl    aituatlcia    u    Bnn>\iiH*Rl-^i_ 
jhwvioosIt  oonvinml  ni»  ihat  .Mr.  HulitiKfi  r<mlil   not  h*r« 
IMIH-*,  wtich  were  kekonwlnlgtiil  u  rt«7k«d  fnnti  him  br  tba 
of  aolDC  of  tlic  Mymaatcra.  tu  the  ninij-,  tinloui  he  bail  ob  ' 
nirji  aupiilT  u  UiBt  which  hn  Eiftmrardii.— ri«.,  ou  the  '.^A 
nttilo    known  tu  ro«  i  when   I    iranicJintcly  (ujicgnUMl 
niVMaitr  uf  liiti  tnnniilttjiifi  that  Mcoiuit  wbirJi  oocOtnpuiicd 
ofthm  Sattr;   ^  when,  thr  i:ininij»e  rontsincU  in  his  IrtKr  Ot 
iatuMitj  bail  sntilvly  mnprd  hi*  rcco)ln:licia."  * 

Mr,  Larkins  iinnii'diatiJy  auggMtcd  lo  liiiii  ihnl 
have  bcpn  aa  well  if  ho  had  aoni  the  account  wliirh 

(immiscd :  and  )fr.  Larkina  does  not  use  aucb  an  t: 
iini9clf,  but  Mr.  Hastings,  somewhere  else,  rave— i 
good  geoiii!)  suggeHtcd   (o  bim   to  nccoaiiutuy  that 
with  eonicthing  else  which  was  part  of  \\w  ^irit  of  il 
ie,  be  favH,  to  give  on   nccouui  of  nil   the  other 
money  which  be  had  ever  receivcJ  ou  bis  own 
which  be  had  nf^crwarda  made  over  lo  the  publie. 
loiter  of  the  22d  of  May  1782,  he  «littt.-ii  the  dulnf 
bondti. 

It  bna  appeared  in  evidence  bc-forc  your  Locd»)iins  % 
the  interim  lictwcon  Uie  lett«r  which  I  read,  of  Aim 
and  the  \<i\.\Kt  which  I  have  been  now  statini;  to  y . . 
ships,  ihis  Iind  happened, — thnt  Mr.  HoslingB  «tat^ 
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Board  that  he  had  given  the  Company  such  sums  of  money,  7  juxbitoo. 
and  desired  bonds  for  them.     Two  of  those  bonds  are  de- Bonds  de- 
scribed here,  one  for  one  lac  16,000  [rupees],  the  other  for  one  cJ^p^Ly^* 
be  16,000  [rupees],  and  the  numbers  here  described  are  1570  g*ivcnuS>m. 
■nd  1539.     There  was  another  number,  89,  for,  I  believe, 
Nie  lac  or  thereabouts,  which  Mr.  Larkins  tells  you,  in  his 
letter  afterwards,  has  been  completely  liquidated, — paid  to 
Mr.  Hastings  and  his  agents  ;    and  for  which  Mr.  Hastings 
hes  never  accounted  to  the  Company. 

With  regard  to  these  two  bonds,  they  certainly  tally ; 
md.  as  they  are  stated  to  be  so  in  Mr.  Larkins'  letter,  I 
roppose  and  believe  them  to  be  these  two  sums,  amounting 
to  two  lacs,  which  he  says  he  borrowed  upon  his  own  credit. 
Se  now  took  bonds  for  them  of  the  Company,  which  bonds  SJSJmSi^ 
be  cancelled,  and  upon  the  cancelling  of  which  I  shall  have  ^eu^d. 
NMnething  to  say,  by  and  by. 

.'  The  third,  which  he  confessed  was  originally  the  Company's 
money,  and  for  which  he  took  a  bond,  number  89,  he  makes 
BO  mention  of  in  any  letter,  nor  do  we  ever  hear  of  it  again 
bat  in  Mr.  Larkins^  letter  of  the  6th  August,  1786,  in  which 
be  says  distinctly  that  that  bond.  No.  89,  was  completely  Tho  third 

auidated  in  the  terms  of  that  loan,  and  liquidated  to  §2J^^"*' 
r.  Hastings.  Therefore  I  have  completely  shown  to  your 
Lord-ships  the  documents  from  which  you  can  understand 
that  which  I  stated  to  be  so  whimsical  an  end  of  this 
business.  After  saying  that  the  two  sums  for  which  he 
took  bonds  wore  his  own  property  and  the  third  theirs,  it 
\iMS  ended  that  the  two  which  he  declared  to  be  his  own 
property  were  theirs*,  and  his  paying  them  those  two ;  and 
never  giving  any  account  of  the  third  which  he  confessed  to 
belong  to  them. 

With  regard  to  this  letter  of  1782,  in  which  this  account  Tiic  letter  of 
of  these    bonds   came,    it    is   liable    to   many  observations,  notdosi- 
First,  as  to  the  date  of  this  letter.     It  was  written  in  May  lh]S*i«ho" 
17S2  ;  it  did  not  leave  Calcutta  till  the  16th  of  December  i>««"*^- 
of  the  same  voar.     Mr.  Ilastinj's  tliinks  the  date  is  liable  to 
BO  many  objci'tions,  tluit  Mr.  Larkins  makes  an  affidavit,  by  Amdavitof 
irhich  he  states  that  the  letter  was  written  at  the  time  at  ^^'^•'^'^•"*- 
nrhicli  it  purports  to  be  written,  and  tliat  it  has  been  un- 
>peni-d    ever   since.       I    cannot    help    obsfcrviug   upon   this 
imdavit   and  upon  the  probability  of  its    being  the  truth. 
lYhy  does  Mr.  Ilastiairs  care  whether  his  letter  was  written  ^iJ^^^a,/- 
m  the  •22d  of  May,  or  on  the  16th  of  December?   The  reason  ingl*  for  " 
le  gives  is  this — because  he  was  afraid  lest  these  discoveries  tobo  bS> 


^34  Smaminff  of  Ev44etite  on  thrGth,Tlhand\A(h,Ciun^: 

i^rui;*!.  ihonM  be  fnppoecd  lo  bo  ia  oonccquonce  of  what  h 
411,^  in  Great  Brininnt  !h«t  dmc      Tbcie  ctHmiuly  iT  ' 

nintmai  cvcnU  in  Great  Britain  at  the  lime  he  tprai 
T)ii*rv  were  cliiui(;eB  in  lulmiuisimtiim,  aatl  n  \atwtv  dfl 
oirvimiKinnoc*  vrhidt  might  Icsk)  Mr.  Hintin){*  Ui  llilcklbrill 
tfasrc  wnuld  lie  a  mure  niioule  invu^tigntion  into  bu  cuulud 
Hi*  xiiitiii);  llitH  ctrcumftancc  in  ibn  n-ny  he  utatoil.— '* 
»tiitin|!  till]  feura  \e*l  it  sboulJ  br  «ii|)|>c<>h1  that  V 
WHp  nrritlvii  ill  cii(iM>i|iienGe  ot  th«t  rimnfir,  if 
tribute  uf  ajiplniuc  lu  ibe  Bdiuiiiintnition  witicfa  ha  t 
look  to  bi«  ^>vernnietit  in  l)>«  Aprin^  uf  17SS,  tlwtil 
bo  Tory  iitilU  fur  mu,  who  furiued  a  pari  of  that  i 
tnition,  t»  mnkc  nnv  comment  upun  it.  bat  this,— 
that  Mr.  lloMlinip  think*  it  rery  iinportani  for  j' 
that  it  KbiiiiUI  bo  tuMlcrsLtKxi  thnt  he  bad  wrilfa 
(licnvowul  before  )\v  bwl  nny  nottco  of  tfao  i 
Riinirtimiun  which  hnppimcil  in  En^tand  at 
Hqw  doeii  ho  sapport  eHi  ihi*?  Larkiiu  i 
leltur  trite  n-rithin  im  tho  IJSil  of  Ibfay,  17tii- 
by  whidi  it  wna  to  oomB,  it  «ccaie,  did  not  aul; 
i*  prornl  ntnitilKtelv  by  I^rkine  that  iht^ro  wus  aood 
#hip.  called  tno  llc«>lution>  which  did  unil  with  j» 
[laicbcA  and  was  autunlly  pat  Ikack,  nud  that  the  iHa 
might  hare  goDo  by  bcr.  If  )Ir.  ILtftin^js  ibcm^l  i 
niulrrinl  tliat  uii  acwuut  of  hia  tuuduct  ohould  hnrc  wm 
EjH-tdily,  he  mi^ii  baTc  taken  the  Btlvaatngu  of  eeniln^b] 
tiut  shift. 

But  It  mny  be  said  that  Mr.  Ha<tin(;:s,  not  knnwaf4 
thcao  chnn^ji  in  Great  Hrilain,  and  knowing  of  iha  rsdl 
tion  of  ibc  HouiK!  nf  Commoiu  ngninnt  him  ivliich  |«a«ili 
tlio  spring  of  17f2,  (lit!  not  hop  bi  th»t  time  any  unzwicrfa 
ncnding  thin  lutkT.  ]}ut  h«  did  tiCK  the  urgriicy,  ha 
rcupcotini;  n  lortcr  from  Patnn  Ihrws  months  [irinr,  hn  mtr 
"  1  wroto  that  letter  haetily,  for  fear  of  calumny,"  Twe 
foro  that  fcnr  of  e.ilumny,  which  impelled  Mr.  HtiftinoiW 
give  thnt  hnsty  account  of  the  bribe  Irnni  the  Wiizir,  oo^ 
to  have  operated  to  linve  induced  him,  not  only  to  wriMH 
letter  of  the  S'iod  May,  which  his  good  gctjioa  Larltinafl^ 
gcsted  to  him,  but  to  fiend  it  at  the  time  il  was  wriiicD,fl 
not  at  a  siibdci|ucat  period.  Ilowcver,  he  vcnde  thiitlcttwfl 
thi?  ItJlhof  Decemiicr,  nccompatiied  with  nnoiber  uf  ihrlia 
dale,  the  l(tt)i  of  Dt'ceniber;  and  in  that,  letter  he  »[alc>tltf 
bniid:»  in  the  way  I  lutvc  menltoiif^l,  ni»kii>>;;  oo  nn^oliua  d(dl 
third,  but  ialroduoing  iolo  its  room  nnotber  bond  of  «iit]i 
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00  rupees,  which  does  not  tally  with  the  sum  which  he  ^  Jl-ne^itjo. 
d  to  be  of  the  Company's  in  his  hands,  and  which  docs  {'^^  y»«i<' 
tally  witli  any  other  account  upon  the  occasion,  nor  w^ith 

bond  which  he  touk  in  January,  nor  with  the  number, 

g  1,300  and  odd.  instead  of  800  and  odd,  and  being  for 

sum  of  one  lac  74,000  rupees,  instead  of  for  one  lac. 

^ith  respect  to  the  dates  of  these  letters,  there  are  some  Dates  of  u.' 

r  very  peculiar  facts,  which  are  very  well  worth  your  ^^"^"• 

Lships'  consideration.      This   letter   is  written,  as   Mr. 

cins  swears  and  as  Mr.   Hastings  says,  on  the  2 2d  of 

',  1782.     It  does  not  leave   Calcutta  till  the  16th  of 

smber ;  but  its  contents  are  worth  attention.    The  letter 

snds  contains  this, — 

in  account  of  sums  received  by  the  Honourable  Company,  or  paid 
e  treasury  by  their  order.  The  folloNnng  sums  were  paia  into  the 
uiT,  and  bonds  f^rranted  for  the  same  in  the  name  of  the  Governor 
aal,  in  whose  possession  the  bonds  remain,  with  a  declaration  upon 
,  indorsed  and  sif^ned  by  him,  that  he  has  no  claim  upon  the  Com- 
Ibr  the  amount  either  of  principal  or  interest,  no  part  of  the  latter 
ig  been  received." 

D  that  you  are  to  understand  that,  this  account,  which  indors^ 
made  up  on  the  22d  of  May,  1782,  contains  this  iwnds. 
ence — namelv,  that  these  bonds  are  indorsed  in  the 
uer  which  I  have  stated  them  to  be  indorsed.  If  the 
g  had  remained  there,  it  might  be  exceedingly  difficult 
18  to  prove  to  any  certainty  whether  these  bonds  were 
rsed  at  the  time  he  states  them  or  not ;  but,  fortunately 
18  and  fortunately  for  this  cause,  the  bonds  are  now  in 
ence  before  your  Lordships ;  and  it  will  be  material  for 
p  Lordships,  in  this  ])art  of  the  business,  to  consider  all 
Mr.  Hastings  has  said  upon  the  subject  of  the  bonds. 
irat  of  all,  he  takes  bonds — upon  what  ground  of  pro- 
ty  I  cannot  conceive—  for  money  that  was  not  his  own. 
keeps  these  bonds  for  a  considerable  time,  according  to 
sonfession,  as  his  j)ropcrty.  He  exercises  various  acts  of 
ership  concerning  them,  though  nothing  can  be  a  stronger 
)f  ownership  than  taking  the  bonds  tlieinselves.  How- 
,   speaking  of  this  in  his  letter  from   Cheltenham,   he 

ft  bcinpf  my  wish  to  cK'ar  up  every  doulit  \\\wu  tliis  transaction, 

1  either  my  own  mind  (tniild  suj^;rfst  or  whic-li  may  luivc  brcn  suj^- 
d  by  f>th(Vfj.  1  bciT  Iravc  to  sui)p()se  another  (piestion  and  to  state 
erms*  of  it  in  my  rt-jily,  by  inlonninfj  you  that  the  indorsement  on 
K)nd8  was  made  about  the  period  of  my  leavinj^:  the  Presidency, 
e  middle  of  the  year  1/81,  in  order  to  guard  against  their  becoming 


tKvamog  in  the  i 

Itcrv  Mr.  HnKingn  dedorea  poaitiv<Of  tlutt  time  boofc 
'*  were  indor**.''!  in  llio  ntur^  «f  (he  9uinm«r  of  1781 ;  lai  h 
■  ilriM  not  Dponk  nf  U  i»  a  kind  of  dnir  wkicti  mt  nnnniT 
*  forget.  A  nun  trmy  *ay,  — "  I  thuuglit  it  won  in  the  nunnur, 
wlicn  it  wna  in  tlve  winter,  und — "  I  thmighi  it  wuia  I  "SI* 
whvn  it  wns  in  I7SS;  and  miicJi  grentcr  niirtakc^  lamB  m 
Mr.  Hastinpn'  ai»'(iantK  But  lie  imyii, — "  It  vnt  m  tie 
Buranicr  of  17^1,  and  I  indiTMid  them  in  the  wammrtd 
17H1,  Dpcin  this  grunnd,  bccmiSti  I  vnt  pntig  In  Btotftl 
Upon,  whut  1  thoa[;ht>  n  »vm<.'«!  nf  imau:  <Lutccr ;  and,  tbK' 
fon,  I  indnrecd  them  that  ihey  mi}>;l)t  not  oe  chuiBtd  « I 
pan  ofiav  estate  in  the  event  of  my  dcntU."  He,  tlien^ 
fixes  thu  diilc  to  bo  in  the  sniDnittr  of  1 781 ;  mad  fixes  i^  Ml 
by  tho  ini-re  memory  of  u  dntc,  but  by  that  which  la*  t^k. 
it  pr-rmancQi.  in  hin  mind, — namely,  by  the  considsratin  f 
the  journey  to  Uonarei',  with  the  cou^ideratinn  of  bu  aiiarif 
it  at  the  samo  time.  He  eays  precisely  the  same  Hiaogh 
his  Defence  in  (he  Houbo  of  Cotamotis.  It  ao  fiir  tallieiViA 
hie  Ictler  of  Uig  22nd  of  May;  for  in  (bat  letter  he 
"  tbe^  bonds  were  so  indoreed ;" — ^bnt  be  dnen  not 
the  tteriod  si  wbioh  thai  indorwrneDt  tnok  pluce-. 

Tmi*  we  titiiod  at  the  time  we  prcfenx'd  tltio  imi 
iigninst  Mr.  H«.-tltngA;  and  having,  ahtiD(huitly,  oi 
of  pniving  the  fulschood  of  bid  accoiintK  upon  thW 
WG  won;  not  nmcb  dismayed  by  luiviog  no  dtnot 
pruving  the  falsehood  of  bie  MH^rtion  respecting  * 
Forlunntely,  i^ince  tliat  time,  tlie«e  houd«  have  com 
are  in  the  posKewion  of  your  LorcUhips.  Then 
examination  by  Counsel  in  ordvr  tu  idiow  that  tbi 
were  Hcnt  over,  not  at  our  desire,  but  at  the  deore 
Scott,  who  bad  been  formerly  Mr.  Hastings' 
Uiat  undoubtfdly  was  complctel)-  proved.  But 
Lordship?  think  that  an  article  of  evidence  i>t  to  ju,, 
against  Mr.  H.-utinge  because  bo  happened  tu  be  the' 
of  that  evidence  appcarine  ?  I  am  nfmid  that,  if  \attr  _ 
ships  would  cut  us  off,  during  all  these  praeeetiinp,  fr 
every  sort  of  evidence  which  has  come,  in  sunic  shapr.  fi* 
the  conduct  of  Mr.  naBting:a,  I  should  find  it  difliciill  » 
convince  your  Lordships  of  bis  gnilt.  But  thcrr  ha*  tw* 
mixed  with  all  his  guilt  —  na  by  ibe  providenc*  nf  Grf 
ia  intermixed  with  the  guilt  of  men  — snoh  a  mcuurv*' 
oonfuaion,  coutrodiotiOD,  and  want  of  judgment}  as  tfililH 
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I  to  prove  that  guilt  upon  him  which  we  were  unable  else  7  J  ink  1790. 

prove.  These  bonds,  which  Mr.  Hastings  says,  in  the 
tter  he  dates  the  22nd  of  May,  1782,  were  indorsed, 
\t  only  before  that  period,  but  previous  to  his  expe- 
tion  to  Benares  on  a  service  of  danger — these  bonds  are  Aoiuaidato 
K>n  your  Lordships'  table — indorsed,  indeed,  but  bearing  imi'it  ?h<r 
ion  their  indorsement  the  date,  tlie  21)th  of  May,  1782— JJJl^"'^'"-'' 
ireek  subsequent  to  the  time  at  wliich  Mr.  Hastings  dates 
1  letter  and  at  which  Mr.  Larkins  swears  it  was  sealed — 
ar  twelve  months  after  the  time  when  Mr.  Hastings  says 
at  he  is  sure  he  did  indorse  them,  from  his  attention  to  the 
teres ts  of  the  Company.  These  bonds  need  no  more 
£tional  testimony:  but  if  they  wanted  it  they  have  it; 
r  Mr.  Larkins  makes,  also,  an  affidavit  that  he  had  the 
nds  in  his  possession  till  the  29th  of  May,  upon  which 
y  he  delivered  them  to  Mr.  Hastings,  who,  on  that  day 
A,  not  before,  indorsed  them  as  they  are  now  indorsed. 
,  therefore,  I  am  to  believe  Mr.  Larkins'  two  affidavits,  I 
I  to  believe  this, — that  Mr.  Larkins  did  go  to  Mr.  Hastings 
on  the  16th  of  May,  that  he  suggested  to  him  the  pro- 
icty  of  keeping  his  promir?e  with  regard  to  the  present 
m  the  Wazir,  and  suggested  tlie  propriety  of  adding  to  the 
omisc  a  specification  of  other  sums  ;  that  he  suggested 
rt  of  that  letter;  yet,  he  says,  they  are  bonds  indorsed, 
r.  Larkins  knowing  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  them  not  in  his 
sse^sion,  but  tliat  they  were  iu  his  own  possession  iinin- 
rBe<l,  and,  in  fact,  bringing  them  to  Mr.  Hastings  at  a 
iMequent  period  for  tliat  indorsement. 
All  that  I  can  ^ay  is  that  Mr.  Larkins,  who  in  some 
tances  interposed  to  Mr.  Hastings  as  his  good  genius, 
3  who  interposed  to  remind  him  of  liis  promise  to  tlie 
rectors  respecting  the  present  from  the  Wnzir, — Mr.  Larkins 
ght,  when  copying  a  letter  of  !Mr.  Hastings  iu  which  he 
8  stating  certain  bonds  to  be  indorsed, — he  might  have 
d — "  Sir,  I  will  copy  your  letter  if  you  please,  but  I  am 
iting  that  you  have  bonds  indorsed  which  are  in  my  posses- 
Q  and  are  not  indorsed  ;" — he  might  have  taken  the  liberty 
suggest  to  him  tliat  all  that  he  was  writing  was  without  a 
our  of  truth,  and  that  he  was  adding  a  new  imposition 
on  the  Company  in  all  the  facts  which  he  was  pretending 

Sut  in  a  clear  light. 
'ow  your  Lordships  will  naturallv  ask  why  Mr.  Hastings  Ro>on^n,r 
»k  these  bonds  at  all.     I  will  tJU  you  wliv,  I  think,  heliS'''" 
>k  them ;  and  then  I  will  contrast  my  opinion  with  the 
VOL.  II.  Y 
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■.ruaauBf  >tr.  Uiuting%  lia*  ^vco.  and  voar  LonUiii*  riuB 
judge  vrliicli  U  Uii!  inon>  rcnHMulilc  aua  pmlmbti-  kjiuuos  tf 
ihtt  Lwn.  1  •Ib«!  ibftt  Ite  look  tbu  iMinda  for  llw  diodct  Hr 
the  Kiiuo  rc)Mon  wbi«!li  luiy  uuin  ttikr*  Iwuiln  fur  umm 
wbicb  bn  L-omti:ivi!»  to  be  bu  own  jinipi-rty  ;  tlwt  W  uni 
Ihe  bondf  in  order  Uuic  Uiv  Coaipnny  dvjuld  y^y  liia  Ik 
ialcfitet  fk>r  thuM  bontltt,  niid  tbo  priDcifial  when  it  Iamm 
due ;  that  bo  tool:  tlto  bond*  for  ibc  nuno  rcsMici  n*  jmt 
Ijurdj»bi|iB  would,  if  Tou  lent  thotn  money. — for  (be[<aq«e<f 
receiving  tbc  iuUrcet  und  tbc  |>rtnoip«l.  Thifi  it  niriiowiuaf 
tbiB  is  ibe  iibiio  arjcount  nf  ibriw  hvnde.  I  •](•  ailmit  tbA 
Uiia  i*  not  Uio  account  Mr,  Hiieiiiigs  give^  of  Uic»a  irtib 
•nd  it  limy  be  uuterial  for  your  LordtMiips  lu  tec  irbit  iIm 


Ur.  Huting*  taya, — **  Wby  thvtc  sauu  were  tAk«i  fa;  M 
—why  ihcy  wnre,  cxoppl  tlie  second,  i]uiflly  traiwfcnw^' 
Ihe  Company V  utrti" — boibc  ^Uumry  !•  vometinjM  *" 
apon  titwo  anhjL'cja;  by  "qiiiiilly"  Itc  tn«in«  wc 
ttstt  boil);;  iiiori?  KCorGliy  iroiitiurrcd  thoji  tlu* 
lnin«(iT  (>r  wbicli  bo  bml  pubtiitbud  tomotinic  bcfim 
bond?  wcro  (idicn  for  tbu  fir^t  wtd  not  for  tbf^  reet^j 
wi!iT  ibia  nmtlcr  lo  bo  DxpoHid  to  (be  view  of  ihl 
funtisb  a  variety  of  conjccturos  lo  whicb  it  wvmM  be 
uiie  to  rt-jity."  There  be  rtrcors  to  hie  old  answer. 
Nikndoomnr  accused  him,  wid  wrlicn  the  int^nrity  of  tt 
Couuoil  Ibon^tbt  it  6l  to  inquire  into  the  fMt,  wheilwh 
hod  recuivetl  the  hnhan  or  no,  be  sitid  the  dF|iHlatl»ti  <f  lb> 
Goririi;  wn*  iiiiin;crj<eiury.  Xow,  whon  bo  thiuk*  aqMi""' 
vill  be  nnkcil  bim  nbie.b  in  [trelly  obviooa  aail  «h«li| 
duubteffly,  mu»t  bo  itt>i(ed  btm — whn»  were  bis  it«M»^i 
luking  boodf^? — be  i-aya — "ibis  i|nc«ti(iu  iui|:lti  fumiA* 
vsiriely  of  cmjccturco  to  wbicb  it  would  bo  of  iinle**" 
nrjily."  Dom  Mr.  IlHstincs  mean  to  lutigh  al  tliewiffli* 
onco,  nod  to  eny  Ihnt  he  la  in  a  ailtmtiott  in  nbic'li  fa*^ 
Iri^  tbem  with  thai  cuotemiit  in  which  |K^rwon>  iu  laiwdih 
coiintrJeM  where  power  \»  every  ibing,  niny  tri»L  the  'a  , 
of  Lliosc  who  have  nnnc  P  But  if  Mr.  11n»tin^  itct*  t* 
frotu  nn  orjunl  to  ati  e^iin),  I  nhonid  )>C  glad  to  kni'vc  i ' 
there  iwn  be  any  con{<>c|uru  wliicli  ileiiiniiils  a  mono 
n-ply  ibttti  ()iiiwtion»  founded  upon  m>  extraordlBiirr  m.. 
niim — wby  iimut)  nynutues  Ibnt  to  be  bin  property  wtiidill' 
not  ?—  nnd  why  br  tnkcs  n  houd  for  that  prrjiettr  wfai^U 
cotifffif^:*,  ultimately,  not  to  bo  his  own,  and  mhicli  ho 
to  lidii!  no  ftdvaiilagc  of?     He  eays:— '•  Why  hontb 
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taken  for  the  first  and  not  for  the  rest  mit^ht,  wore  tliis  ^  J^ki^  itpo. 
matter  to  be  exposed  to  the  view  of  the  public,  furnish  w 
variety  of  conjectures  to  which  it  would  be  of  little  use  to 
reply;  but  if  your  honourable  court  were  to  question  mc^' — 
"I  would  give  an  account  of  them": — that  is  what  you 
naturally  would  exjicct  to  be  the  conclusion  from  such  a 
b^inning. 

"  Were  your  honourable   court  to  question  me  upon  these  points,  I  The  sums 
would  answer,  that  the  sums  were  taken  for  the  Company's  benefit  at  the  Com- 
times  in  which  the  ("ompany  very  much  needed  them ;  that  I  either  chose  iiany's  upc. 
to  conceal  the  first  receij)ts  from  pubUc  curiosity  l)v  receivinpf  bonds  for 
the  amount,  or,  possibly,  acted  without  any  studied  desif^  which  my 
memorv  could  at  this  distance  of  time  verify,  and  that  I  did  not  think  it 
worth   mv  care  to  observe  the   same   means  with   the  rest.     I  trust, 
lionourable  sirs,  to  your  breasts  for  a  candid  interpretation  of  my  actions, 
and  assume  the  freedom  to  add  that  I  think  myself,  on  such  a  subject,  on 
sach  an  occasion,  intitled  to  it/* 

Now,  those  who  arc  intitled  to  a  candid  interpretation 
ought  to  make  out  their  title  at  least  by  oj)en,  by  fair,  deal- 
ing, and  by  candid  answers.  What  are  his  answers  to  the 
TBin  conjectures  of  the  world  ?  "  They  are  not  worth  a  reply  ; 
but  if  your  honourable  court  were  to  question  me,  to  you  I 
will  answer — that  I  have  no  reasons  which  I  do  recollect." 
I  really  think  he  has  put  the  honourable  court  upon  a  par  with 
us  and  the  rest  of  the  world ;  and  the  difference  between 
making  no  reply  and  reasons  which  he  cannot  recollect  does 
not  make  such  a  distinction  between  his  honourable  masters 
snd  the  rest  of  the  world  Jis  need  excite  any  degree  of  envy 
in  us,  or  any  degree  of  pride  in  them,  for  the  honour  of  their 
situation.  That  he  acted  without  {iny  studied  design — It  is  FrauUin 
impossible  to  dwell  upon  this;  it  is  so  self-evident  from  its  bJmdlffor 
first  appearance  that  he  cannot  be  a  just  man, — he  cannot  be  UJIIJiiyt^" 
a  man  acting- fairly, — who  tells  you  he  had  no  direct  desij^n  in  **»*'  ^^^- 
an  act  of  fraud  in  taking  Vjonds  from  tiie  Company  for  money 
which  was  not  his  own  but  the  Company's  ;  for  even,  accord- 
ing to  his  own  showing,  if  he  had  died  before  or  during  his 
expedition  to  Benares,  his  executors  wovd<l  have  bcicn 
intitled  to  these  bonds.  According  to  our  showing  they 
would  after  that,  because  they  never  wore  indorsed  in  the 
way  he  states  till  long  after  that  expedition. 

I  think  1  have  »^hown  to  your  Lordship.-^  that  the  mode  in  intontiouto 
which  he  took   the   bonds  for   these   sums  was  such  that  he  iKlndsfSr 
might  keep  them  for  himself,  if  he  ])leascd  :   and   that  cnnse- *""'''^''* 
quently  the   Company's   right,    if  ihey  did    belong    to    the 
Company,  depended  afterwards  upon  his  good  will,  and  that 
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•■  tbev  wrre  in  a  iiliiBtion  in  wblcli  li«  ougltt  oot  to  httfepUaJ 
thciD.      1  vlinll  imivi!   that.  \ty  fau  own  letter  nF  llie  IGtktf  _ 
He  ■»?&,— 


i 


"  'riw  ilniiati-li  iif  th"  '  LirrlT '    luring  Ifrra  ptumiHeJ  lif  n 
auim  fiftn  tiiai-  ta  tltiw,  the  nfrintipanytn|{  Biiilntn,  wluch  n*  M^jL 
dMiipwil  and  ntcpoml  fur  tbmt  df-p^tch,  bo  oOmt  KonT<7H«S 
otenniin,"— n-Uleli  b  iiiH  ln«r— "tot,  of  ctiunr,   bun  Uioi  Ir"^ 

Rc  coee  on  concero]n<*  tbe  ik^Uy  (jT  Lbat  lettvr,  wiv 
auya  B  unrurtiituitc  Tor  him,  bitt  tlivn  lie  save, — 

"  Th*  aourrH  fnuD  which  tbecr  rr^h  to  %he  piiUic  mrwi 
miulil  twin  liktK  jnlilnl  llinn  Ui  (he  Coatiauy  |>ablid}-.'* 

Tl«t  is  QO  oUcrvBlion  very   well    worth  your  I 
attention  — 

"  And  tlif  ciiitwviM  of  irc^TKrTiev— cx^mnra  tmlvil  iijlhttt^ 
iif  Tiiur  alFBin,  ami  (urtiaii  iu  jour  iiinimi]^— m|uued  Ihctr  tu|C 
Riiutl  b»ve  HiDccBled  iboa,  ud  I  bail  a  wrung  niolhc,  flM*|| 
tbc  puUii-  rjr  fur  pvrf.'* 

He  cc»tU\   luivc    concealed    them — hu    ndmJta  it: 
wuuM  thiuk  he-  could  not  ihoD  conceal  them  — 


"  Anr!  1   k-i.in'    thnt  Ihr  ilimmHic- 


lirH  (if   it^Ti»ltK^^ 


Thut  ecnicncc  applies  to  make  >  nimt  i»r  hating  v 
tliein,  fur  he  eiiye  uint  hu  "  cnuld  luivu  conccalfld  Jt* 
Hut  ihero  i.-;  another  ^ntcnco  in  ttic  letter  wUch  j 
that  hv  diuid  alill  cnuceul  llicui — 


"  IM  luui  ot  anr  lir 
bniDvdiHte  emplifj-Bv.   ■ 

I  hBvn  ilrnmi  on  inr  » 


'if-OT'o  rtf  MinfidnK*n 


'fiiBriritid  till 

>  <!atles  of  1 

Itldin.— Hint 

iotripitj  mui  honour  wliii 

]  nniitcJ  tliv 

tbr  first  iifGi'?  of  lliv    flntirli  i^itcmof 


olTiirdiil  me  liut  i 


Mi|it>rtaa  the  inTonmtioD  irliloh  I  oow  mntf  to  IboD  V 


-  I'i'iiitrillathi:"UiDUtHariiiel:iiJcncr.")i.  llllt 
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ropriatc  to  my  own  use  the  sums  which  I  have  already  passed  7  Jcke  1790. 

Kiit,  !iy  the  unworthy  and,  pardon  me  if  I  add,   dan^^crous         

ivhich  thty  have  j)assed  upon  nie  lor  the  first  couHnunication 
d;  and  youp  own  cxjierience  will  sujftrest  to  you  that  there 
wht>  woidd  profit  by  siuli  a  warning," 

lludes  to  Ictterj?  which  he  received  between  the 
[iiy  and  tlic  1  Gtli  of  December,  from  the  court  of 
,  in  answer  to  what  he  had  stated  about  the  money 
For  the  purpose  of  sending];  it  to  Chininagi  Boosia  and 
Camac's  detachment.  Your  Lordships  will  observe 
,lie  says — "You  have  furnished  me  with  a  pretence 
ur  experience  will  see  other  persons  will  make  use 
our  reflections  arc  not  only  unjust  but  dangerous, 
ght,  if  so  inclined,  now  witlihold  that  information 
now  convey  to  you ;  it  is  still  in  my  power." 
Is,  on  tho    IGth  of  December,  he  states  that  it  was  Hisa«sor. 

•  1  1     1  1    i"  ^1        T\'        1  1    ^1       tioutliat,  on 

13  power  to  withhold   from  the  Directors  and  the  thcieth 
r  all  this  money  which  he  had  received,  though  he  JtuiinhSr 
?nded  in  a  variety  of  instances — and  that  he  must  {J^JJIhoW 
in  order  to  plead  anv  sort  of  justification— that  hei^*'™^"^*^ 

1  •  1     "     1  1     /•  1  •     1        -r*      from  tin* 

passed  it  over  to  tliem  long  l)etorc  that  period.     i\y  Ccunpany. 

the  bonds,  by  crediting  the  Comjmny,  and  by  a 
f  different  means,  as  stated  in  his  Defence,  he  has 
.  in  a  situiition  that  the  Company  can  be  no  losers 

0  gainer  ;  yet  he  now  states  that,  in  spite  of  all  the 
in  which  he  has  entered  these  sums,  he  might  at 
lent,  if  he  so  cliose,  withhold  tlie  receipt  of  them 

Company  and  keep  them  t'or  ever  to  himself  I 
.  in  order  to  show  that  none  of  the  means  which  he 

1  or  [>retended  to  take,  in  order  to  insure  this  to  the 
r",  were  of  any  use,  but  that  it  was  in  his  power  at 
',  the  inth  December,  to  withhold  all  knowledire  of 
.  the  coiu't  of  Directors,  and  to  keep  the  money  in 
possessinn.     Your  Jjordships  have  lieard  one  of  his 

I  n  )w    wish  vou    to  hear   another  i)f  his  reasons 
subject  : — 

ny  motives  for  witldioldiii;^  the  several  receijits  from  the  know-  Ftirthor  mo- 
le rouncil." — this  is  partly  in  ;»n>wer  to  some  (|uestions  whieh  ^vf^as- 
nit  to  him  hy  the   l)ireetors — "or  of  tlie  etmrt  of  Directors,  withhohUiv^ 
ikin;j   honds   for  j)art  of  th«.*e  sums,   and  j>ayintj  others  into  t'»»^  rivcipLs 
T  us  dei)osits  on  my  own  aceount,  1  liave  ^ri-ncndly  accounted  ii7iowI<"l'«« 

nd  the  following  pa.«.sages  arc  extracted  fmni  ^fr.  Hastings*  letter 
rxnan  of  the  court  of  Dirwtors,  dated  C'heltenham,  1  lib  July,  17t*5. 
n  the  "  7tlinutos  of  the  Evidence,"  p.  1 152. 
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Ynur  LonlaltifM  will  ikbc4TTii  ibat  be  •cctni  li*  moahv 
lierc  u  >r  tUc  only  {iitjiury  from  (Ke  liHrc^on  vnt,  «hf  it 
trcati'il  llifTHO  ntRK  iliilcrcotlj, — why  lu  bail  taken  boaiUfo 
eoino  und  i>aiJ  ulhcn  into  the  ircuiut^-  m  dcinnti' ; — wWmi 
[  cniiL*ciTu  lliu  giBl  of  their  iutiuiry  to  he,  whjr  he  bad  talm 
any  Bccurity  or  any  eums  at  all : — 

"iMncl}',  tl)>l  I  tith«r  chutt  to  cunecAl  the  Gnl  n- 
etuinalty  In  rrreiiia^;  \nn>il»  Tat  the  unimnt. 


That  ie  his  oh) 

"  It  1^111  DOl  be  rtpKtieA  ihal  I  ihinld  be  slik  ta  ipvv  »  a 
rii>Ui>aU(iii  L>f  inji  UitEntiani  »fter«U|wi  uTdiret  jean,  bftru_ 
at  tlu  tiinr  that  miuiy  juirtii-nluv  hoA  c«c»p«<)  rnf  rnnenibnanii  i 
•ball  t'MUmpt  til  niiil  laon  than  (hr  dram  atHrrntiaa  aflfaiA 
impUnl  kii  that  iriiiin  i<f  tbcin,  auil  jticb   inrovn<«s  m,  « 
with  a  rtjuna  iiruljubilit;.  TulW  ilicm. 

"  t  hsi-r  luuil  tliitt  lh«  tVirc  (Ind  tumi  nf  Ibc  Mmunt  w_. 
th«  Coinpany'i  trcwniiy  withrmt  |«iaing  tlirtniifb  mj  haiidi.  ' 
n(  tliuw  WM  foriwd  iota  notice  hv  it*  flMlimitiafi,  wxl  •( 
iV  rii[K>nM  of  ■  (letaehmFDt  wbicu  wa*  fnnnod  mhI  mi|ik 
Matiili^cr  Srintjia,  under  tlic  LvmmaDil  v(  I.irutenuiUCnJoM- 
I  iwrtiruUrly  api'riMsd  the  courl  uf  Uifnt|i>n,  in  mj  iMa  d 
lltTtnilicr   iJWI.    Thi?  "rtlnr  twn  wi-io  itrrt«util,v  not  bltn  "  ' 
rtrdvnl  thrm,  to  h«  iiuidu  jtiib&tv  lhinif[h   tnttt'ndcd  for  p 
aiid  ai.'tiiBlly  applkd  to  it      the  itxifft^cM  of  tbu  fiinwa... 
ibat  limB  luy  onn,  >nil  cvi'-iy  nmaorp  n)nin  it  rnlHl  wrlh  it*  h 
uiinn  mj  niinil     Wbirntrvcr  1  ooulil  flad  nllomblc  lanutt  ii 
iboHD  wnnti.  I  MAin-lr  nnml  thnn :  but  nciihM  nmld  If  a 
u  arCMnrf,  tn  Male  op   nur  iimrnMliti^  vvory  Hi  lie  aHl  wk. 
ihii*  [iML'un.-i  nur  ilu    I  kotW  how   t  couM  have  Msluil  it  a. 
jienrioB  tii  eourl  fnvuut  lij  nn  nifUiitiitlon  whtrji  I  ditdoinnl,  U 
tlir  clnuK-v  of  exniinit  llio  Jcolouij  of  my  ■.■ollumuci  hi  lh«  aL. 
Mtrnlon   uf   a   wjiaratr   and  iin]njrtici|^iiit*^il    merit,   dmrad   l_ 
induvnt-e  of  my  itotinn.  In  tibinb  tiity  miofat  tiai-«  biil  an  fijiiil  tl 

I  must  9top  unon  this  pasMtgc  to  tnnk»  opc  niniilfrotMff- 
vuti'iti.  lit'  say*,  it  was  nol  wiirlh  ivhilc  lo  tell  tlicmrfdt 
tint  (icity  rpsourcea  which  he  uniployc*)  Tor  their  hwrf 
You  will  rewJlpct  tliat,  with  ivgnn)  (o  ono  of  thc««  rcwucA' 
he  ilid  preci.Hcly  tell  tliem  ol'  it.  for  he  aait)  be  had  n^ied  « 
upon  his  own  seeuiily,  whereas  he  ureqitod  it  Irwn  I)<o4^ 
pure,  iiuil,  iti  {lotnt  of  fact,  it  bciotiged  to  tbiiUL  Drw 
think  it  worth  wliilo  to  tell  tlicin  of  iu  but  not  to  lell  lh« 
the  truth  :  he  tuM  tliem  a  fal^e  necount  oF  it  }ioy>  nkyk 
coult]  b(i  worth  while  to  leli  tiittin  an  acODunt  vUiJi  «n»w* 
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te  truth,  I  leave  it  to  his  Counsel  to  reconcile,  when  they  7  Juxb  1790. 
>me  to  make  hu  defence. 

"  Nor  do  I  know  how  I  could  have  stated  it  without  appenrinpr  to 
art  favour  l)y  an  ostentation  which  I  disdained/' 

I  Wish  your  Lordships  to  attend  to  this  part  of  the  reason- 
g, — "  if  I  had  told  you  that  this  Dinagepore  money  was 
mrs  and  I  had  taken  it  for  the  purpose  of  serving  you,  I 
ould  be  liable  to  the  charge  of  ostentation.  In  order  to 
Old  that  I  tell  you  it  was  my  money  which  I  applied  to  the 
rvice.  If  I  had  told  you  it  was  yours,  I  should  be  consi- 
red  as  an  ostentatious  person,  who  was  always  raising 
3nies  for  the  Company  which  no  other  person  could  do." 
lit  he  does  not  consider  the  other  ostentation,  which  he 
lis  into  a  little  before,  about  the  other  two  lacs  which  he 
ited  aahis  own.  But,  of  all  the  ideas  I  ever  heard  of,  the 
oet  extraordinary  one  is,  that  it  was  given  to  obviate  all 
»8sible  idea  of  ostentation  of  any  kind.  There  was  another 
ing  which  he  was  afraid  of  besides  ostentation,  but  as  that 
expressed  in  language  peculiarly  his  own  I  am  not  quite  • 

re  that  I  comprehend  it — 

"  nor  without  the  chance  of  exciting  the  jealousy  of  my  colleagues,  by 
)  constructive  assertion  of  a  separate  and  unparticipated  merit,  derived 
>m  the  influence  of  my  station,  to  whicli  they  mi^ht  have  laid  an  equal 


I  do  not  understand  perfectly  what  his  apprehension  upon  I'lvtcnded 
18  subject  is.     lie  says  he  was  afraid  of  the  jealousy  of  his  e^Sithifctho 
lleagues.     It  seems  something  like  the  other  apprehension  jjj^'j^^^^y **^ 

ostentation.  lie  was  afraid  his  colleagues  should  be  ^<'a^i«*«- 
ilous  that  he  had  such  superior  merits  to  which  they  should 
f  claim.  If  he  means  they  might  be  jealous  he  did  not 
\  his  duty,  I  can  comprehend  that ;  or  that  he  received 
jney  which  they  did  not,  I  can  comprehend  that ;  but 
ither  of  these  seems  to  be  the  sense,  and  I  must  leave  that 
your  Lordships  to  understand  as  well  as  you  can. 

"  I  should  have  deemed  it  particularly  dishonouralde  to  receive,  for  my  Dosirc  t<> 
■n  use,  money  tendered  by  men  of  a  certain  class,  from  whom  I  had  ayoW  nuspi- 
crdicted  the  receipt  of  })res(.nts  to  my  inferiors,  and  bound  them  by  tak'ingprc- 
th  not  to  receive  tn("m  ;   I  was,  therefore,  rrore  than  ordinarily  cautious  s4Mits. 
avoid  the  susjnrion  f»f  it,  which  would  scarcely  have  failed  to  lij?ht 
on  me  had   I   suffered  the  money  to  be  brontrht  directly  to  my  cmai 
use,  or  to  that  of  any  ^mtsou  known  to  be  in  trust  for  me.     For  these 
Mons  I  caused  it  to  be  transported  immediately  to  the  treasurj'." 

If  one  were  to  read  this  answer  alone,  one  .should  think 
At  the  accusation  against  him  by  the  court  of  Directors 
18 — that  he  had  given  them  some  money  which  belonged 
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■^  to  biui ;  fur  bo  onlv  dcfcntb  liiiiiticir  fur  ouryisir  it  lo  lUr 

trvaMiry.  nnJ  not  for  the  jiart  which  )io  otigUi  i»  bovr 
dcfcnduil — for  hnving  taken  anirs  ur  ixmds  fur  tlietr  tuin^ 
wbioli  he  oii^fht  not  to  luivo  Inkcn  at  all.  Hen  cumec-m 
noble  M-uliinimt  iif  miml : — ^  I  fibcMiM  have  dcecui-d  U  &■ 
boaDnmUlc  to  nccojit  inoDoy  fruni  hrmvro  i>r  otWr  pcrMB 
coDCcruol  ill  tbu  rcTeouc,  thcn'r-nt}  I  waa  |nrticuUri;  m- 
tious" — 10  ih  what?— one  would  think  a  nisn  ofhuiwr, 
shouhl  KB)' — '*  particularly  cautiotie  to  accept  no  t 
■ny  such  |i«reon»" — Xo!  "1  wiu  iiartimfarir  cantii 
avoid  thu  flusiiiciou  of  It,  luid  lliereJorc,  though  tkit  I 
I  did  liik«  for  my  own  purpuc^.  I  ordcrud  the  dm 
bo  carrii'd  lo  the  treasury  tu  uvoid  tbo  ini;pii:~ 
What  bfl  wnfl  Ittd  to  do  KM,  not  to  refuse  i 
which  ho  ought  to  have  reRucd,  but  to  take  csrc  ll 
bo  took  a  bond  fur  il,  yvt  to  cnrry  it  to  tht:  Coa^ 
tKncury  JD  (ucb  it  mttnnrr  tbat  it  should  not  uiipar't 
politic  cyo  that  hi:  lind  any  ciiiiDcction  with  it  wluriCTVC- 
"  Thm  1  wvll  know  that  tt  oiuld  nul  be  ipodrefl" — 
UpoD  my  word,  ifacrc  ia  not  one  line  in  this  liMtcr  «! 
is  not  ao  tnntvrial  that  I  ftm  forced  lo  dtvcU  npoo 
aalgo— 

<r    "  T\iar  I  vtfU  knew  it  coulil  not  I*  ncoirrd  witbmit  lfii_ 
^'  anoK  eruBt,  atii]  (his  cuulil  imljr  !ii>  daoe  hj  nnicriaH  it  u  aM 

llr   itrinutt.  ■ 

Here  he  lays  down  a  maxim,  that  whatever  autaej 
tnk<ui  pHvutcIy  and  KppropniihHl  to  the  public  iikc  c 
&o  di«i>u«ud  of  if  it  is  {DVfn  to  llie  public  trctuurv  bv  a 
alonu  or  »  deuosit ;  nnd  yet,  tvL«n  wc  cliat^  hiiu  n 
tnkeu  from  Kcllcnim  particulariy,  — with  money  tj 
Nundulul—with  money  taken  from  Kuddea, — be 
money  hiia  been  croditi?d  to  the  puhlic^,  but  not  o 
the  means  of  n  lonn  or  a  deposit.     So  thut  niurber  ti 
two,  which  ho  Bays  arc  ifac  only  pot'juble  moans  ) 
money  can  bo  ci'editcd,  he  admits  «cn  lukon,  ami,  ll 
allows  m  to  suppose  (hut  Uiey  oeTor  wore  credited  I 
Company. 

lu-        "  The  first  niu  tlu  InuR  liahlc  tn  rcBeetMiB.  u>d  ttii-rrftm  I  ll 
1^1"  liutmly  rcyoume  lo  it    Why  tlie  ■ccuml  «tin»  ttm  mtered  ■ 
■II.  I  itm  iiIUtIj'  i){iionuil.     Pouiilili',  it  wiui  dime  wtUioot  any  •■ 
[inn  from  mt ;  |inmibJy,  lecatim  it  was  [h«  aiiuplest  -     ' 
llienrnn  iiref<mi'<1.  a*  thr  traiuadioD  iioelf  did  tuit  n 

having  tien  iLlnTul;r  Dvomd.     Alltion^h  I  am  fin ^  , 

ihwH  wk  niy  MtitiinMtta,  yrt  I  will  not  aflina  tliat  liuf  « 


Speech  of  Mr.  Fox.  345 

Considering  his  caution   upon  this   occasion,  I   suppose    juseitoo. 
your  Lordships  are  something  8urpri:«cd  at  the  rashness  I 
stated  before,  of  tlie  particular  dates  of  the  indorsement  of 
the  bonds  when  going  to  Benare?. 

"  Though  I  feel  their  impression  as  the  remains  of  a  series  of  thouj(hts 
Mtoined  on  my  memory,  1  am  not  certain  that  tlioy  may  not  have  heen 
produced  by  subsequent  reflection  on  the  principal  fact,  combined  with 
the  probable  motives  of  it." 

What  is  the  principal  fact  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand. 

■*  Of  this  I  am  certain,  that  it  was  my  desiijrn  originally  to  have  con- 
cealed the  receipt  of  all  the  sums,  cxcei)t  the  second,  even  from  the 
knowledge  of  the  court  of  Directors.*' 

Now  I  think,  considering  liow  little  he  is  sure  of  his 
Teasons  upon  any  former  occasion,  it  is  some  advantage  to  us 
that  he  is  certain  of  this  fact  of  an  original  intention  to  con- 
ceal the  receipt  of  all  these  sums,  except  the  second,  even 
from  the  court  of  Directors. 

**  They  had  answered  my  purpose  of  public  utility  and  I  had  almost 
totally  dismissed  them  from  my  remembrance.*' 

It  is  a  singular  thing  that  he  had  received  the  sums  and 
applied  them  to  the  public  service,  that  he  had  the  notes  in 
hu  bureau  and  the  bonds  in  the  possession  of  his  attorney^ 
and  yet  lie  had  almost  totally  dismissed  them  from  his 
zemeuibrance ! 

"  But  when  fortune  threw  a  sum  in  mv  wav  of  a  mafrnitudc  which 
could  not  be  concealed,  and  the  peculiar  delicacy  of  my  situation,  at  the 
time  in  which  I  received  it,  made  me  more  cin-unispcct  (►f  appearances,  I 
dose  to  aj>pri'«c  my  employers  of  it,  whicli  I  did  lutstily  and  jrenerally ; — 
liastily,  ])erhaps,  to  prevent  the  vijj^ilance  and  activity  of  secret  calumny, 
and  flfenerally,  because  I  knew  not  the  exact  amount  of  tlie  sum  of  which 
1  was  in  the  receipt,  but  not  in  the  full  possession.  1  promised  to  ac- 
anaint  them  with  the  result  as  soon  I  should  be  in  possession  of  it;  and 
in  the  performance  of  ni}-  promise  I  thou^^ht  it  consistent  with  it,  to  add 
%0  the  account  all  the  fonncr  aj)i)roj)riations  of  the  same  kind.     My  f(Ood 

Enius  then  su{?j^estin«r  to  me,  with  a  spirit  of  caution  which  might 
ve  snared  me  the  trouble  of  this  ujxjloj^y  had  1  universally  attended 
te  it*  that,  if  I  had  supjiressed  them  and  they  were  afterwards  known,  1 
might  l>e  asked  what  were  my  motives  for  withhcjldin;^  part  of  these 
leoeipts  from  the  knowledge  of  the  court  of  Diix'ctors  and  inrorminpc 
them  of  the  rest," — 

The  very  question  which  they  Jiskcd  him  at  this  time — 

"  it  bein^  my  wish  to  clear  up  every  doubt  upon  this  transaction  Indonc- 
vhich  either  my  own  mind  couhl  suj;s;est  or  which  may  have  been  su^jr.  }"'j{^'^^**^ 
Bested  by  others,  1 1)eg  leave  to  suppose  another  ([uestion  and  to  state 
Qie  terms  of  it  in  my  reply,  by  informiujif  you  that  the  indorsement  on 
tbe  bonds  was  made  about  the  period  of  my  leaving  the  Presidency,  in 
fte  middle  or  the  year  17H1,  in  order  to  guard  against  their  becoming 
B  claim  on  the  Company  as  part  of  my  estate,  in  the  event  of  my  death 
oocorring  in  the  course  of  the  service  on  which  1  was  then  entering." 


%== 


Ha  .Virmffiwy  nf  Etuiatee  omlAeRth,7tha»dHtit,Ciiinfit: 

>•      I  have  anRioiuiitly  utitenrvd  upon  that  jMrgempli-   Kow 
bere  cfiiuea  t)w  (nimtnin^  up  of  all  this: — 

Thli,  lir,  it  \\i<  p\iuu   Usloiy  of  Um  Imuoctium. 

rojiml   iliat  jiiu  ntnild  nnaniitriKatP  tl  tu  (br  li 
■if  l)tfT<ii>r>,  vbiuw  tinw  m  ton  Tmluablr  A<r  the  ii 

^  t  wi  inHnlrnatinii.  Imi  iliiil  ll  i-i  !i«vihiio  >  ihrih  of 

IwlX^  '  miMt,  tfacrcToT-    :  jr  oT  jrnn  In  Utr  it  rfB 

ciidit  liiiw  \ivlvtr  lli<-i:i  '  -  oti  penuDsItF.  1 71^ 

Matmnre*  wlikh  I  <i<ti.  i^imil  c'    '  '       ''  ' 

kiuibf  avcriooli  Iha  lr<'--< 1 ■  -j  .i." 

He  consMlen  what  Ir'  hut  »lnlcd  bore  to  be  a  pliii 
nf  lliia  Ifandaotiiui. 

Mr    Lords,  tbc   plua   account  of  this    traoi 
■i«t9   in   nliniHt   fvtry   na^on   wUidi    he   hw  gin 
n'h*aiM  which  hfi  oonroMca  hini.-clf  not    Xa   he  < 
The  only  ihiny  whitli  ho  avers  wiih  cprtainly  U  ti^wi^ 
iotenlion  of  conctalment ;  «Dd.hfi  giv^a  no  cjcplanatia  q  _ 
it,  except  upon  ti(e  hypothesis  of  witnt  might  hnrn  ixta^  i 
malive  nt  Ihc  time.     AlmoNt  llio  only  ^cl  ntiicli  ibMC 
willi  i-crUinty,  ix  iht-  time  of  Ihc  imlorscinctkt, — n  f~"" 
pl1^te)y  fnlttfivd  hy  t)ip  honiU  themeolvea  nnd  the  ( 
uf  his  own  altorDey.  Mr.  LarkJnif. 

Before  1  bavu  dunii  wiih  this  lelltr,  I  will  iiUoci 
Lordfbipe'  attention  in  eoinc  degree  ru  the 
'  which  I  fiEuilted  iu  firel  xtntiDg  ii.   You  luv  to  unai 
ill  the  year  17^,  tlic  Directors,  having  roeotved  thel 
■Mny,  1782,  with  ito  truu^iuioii  of  DccerotMa*  1 
17f43,  with  lhe«)  iica>unta,  were  C(>nsii]i.-ra1)ly  1 
(ho  content*  i>r  titew  i«tter«.     Your  Lordship*  anijl 
much  coi)T«n>i)nt  nnd  too  full  of  memory  with  ri^pc 
t>olttic»  of  the  time*  not  to  give  mc  credit  when  jL 
thai  thoeo  DircotofB,   who   wrotu   to   Mr.   Kiuticig|!a 
inonlU  of  March,  1784,  were  certainly  not  Kiipptifl 
particularly  averse  to  him,  or  to  be  particulnrly  i 
him,  with  rc?pect  to  his  power  or  with  re«pcct  to  a 
mcai^urcci.     It  vtan  at  a  period  imnicdintcly  after  llittV 
(ion  of  (ho   late  I'iuliainent:  after   tho  ctuinge  of  1 
nhicU  [trcei'ded  ihiil  dissolution  ;  and  nftor  the  totA 
away  all  tha  ^cliemcs  whicli  had  been  formtd  by  T 
of  which  your  Lonl^-hip:*  haiT  n  perfect  memory  1 
mind,  and  which  1  ecrtninly  pcrft-oUy  rcmeutbcr,  uuti  ^ 
I — iipcakinfT  »till  iny  own  sentiments  ni»d  oot  the  n-ntinKS* 
of  ttiOKC  ihnt  rent  mo  here — sm  obstinate  ctiougli  4till  *t 
think  tlio  host  system  lh«t  was  c\-cr  proposes!   for  tl*  fJ"* 
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gOTemment  of  Indin.  These  two  events  did  not  take  place  7  Jink  1700. 
irith  any  remarkable  degree  of  quiet  or  any  remarkable 
i^ree  of  tranquillity.  In  this  country  they  certainly  raised 
DODfliderable  debates;  they  raif:ed  considerable  heats;  and  the 
Bvent  of  this  was  to  produce  a  court  of  Directi^rs  certainly 
not  unfavourable  to  Mr.  Hastings,  and  a  general  spirit  very 
unfavourable  to  those  who  are  his  prosecutors,  and  propor- 
tionably  favourable  to  him. 

This  court  of  Directors,  constituted  as  it  wa?,  was  not  ^"igj^jjj,,, 
oompletely  satisfied,  nor  could  be,  with  the  letter  of  May,  with  his 
1782,  nor  with   the  letter  of  the  16th  of  December,  1782,  ^**"*' 
neither ;  and  upon  that  they  a^k  some  questions — 

••  We  have  considered  the  letters  from  the  (iovernor  (ieneral  of  the 
90lh  January,  22iid  May  and  Ifith  December,  1/82,  relative  to  presents, 
together  with  the  account  which  accompanied  the  letter  of  the  22nd  May. 
Afihough  it  is  not  our  intention  to  express  any  doubt  of  the  integrity  of 
our  Governor  General, — on  the  contrary,  after  havinj^  received  the  pre- 
■entSy  we  cannot  avoid  expressing  our  appn)})ation  of  his  conduct  in 
bringing  them  to  the  credit  of  the  Company, — yet  we  must  confess  the 
itatement  of  those  transact  ions  api)ears  to  us  in  many  parts  so  unintel- 

Kble,  that  we  feel  ourselves  under  the  necessity  of  calling  on  the 
remor  General  for  an  exjdanation,  agreeable  to  his  promise  voluntarily 
Blade  to  us.  We  therefore  desire  to  be  infonned  of  the  different  ]>erio(b 
when  each  sum  was  received,  and  whut  were  the  (iovernor  General*s 
motives  for  m-ithholding  the  several  receipts  from  the  knowledge  of  the 
Council  or  of  the  court  of  Directors,  and  what  were  his  reasons  for 
teking  bonds  for  part  of  those  sums,  and  for  ])aying  other  sums  into  the 
trcaaury  as  deposits  on  his  own  :icc<)unt."* 

These  gentlemen  were  certainly  not  unfavourably  inclined  Tb*'^^^^^'- 
to  Mr.  Hastings,  though,  as  he  was  tlieir  servant,  they  presume  further  ox- 
lo  ask  him — '•'  pray  what  were  your  reasons  for  tnking  that  ^*""  ***"' 
money  ?  what  was  your  reason  for  taking  notes  for  some  and 
bonds  for  the  rest,  as  if  it  was  your  own  property?     AVe 
really  think  these  things  appear  to  be  so  unintelligible  as  to 
detserve  some  reason."      This  letter  of  the  IGth  of  March, 
1784,  was  sent  by  the  Surprise,   I  think,  and  received  in 
Bengal  in  August,  1781.     ilr.  Hastings  was  then   absent; 
but  he  came  back  at  the  latter  end  of  the  ven\  and  received 
this   letter    sometime    before    his    departure    from   Bengal. 
However,  to  this  letter — to  this  in([uiry  coming  from  friends,  Nonnsw.T 
oertunly,  in  no  hostile  style,  expressing  a  great  opinion  of  his  by  Mr.Hufit- 
integrity  but  some  little  surprise  at  his   letters,  and  asking  afSr  his 
some  explanation  of  those  transactions  which  Mr.  Hastings  EiV^hlml! 


•  Extract  from  letter  of  the  court  of  Directors  to  the*  (iovernor  CJeneral 
andCouncilof  i  alcutta,  dated  IGth  March,  I78L— rriuted  in  the  ''  Minutes  of 
the  ETidcDce,*' p.  1149. 
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J  J  ma  !»■.  iita(«8  that  to  ro«n  uae<l  (o  monej  bunncae  may  wtn  eitto* 
aniioinr  nnd  to  requij'a  wtut   cx|>iiiiuitioD. — MrHM'_ 
cUkb  Dot  an^wiir  nt  ttIL     Hut,  nhtn  lie  ciiaics  to  Eii^ila^i 
friend  bas  told  liim  tbnt  it  nould  be  thought  cxtnoriliaa7il  1 
he  does  sot  tunko  Minic  anmvcr  to  the  caart  «f  V 

■  ■ad  that  anenrcr  U  tbff  letter  which  I  read  bo  large  « 
trmo,  and  wliieh  I  ^11  supplv  duw  by  rcaiUng  the  b 
Ferhaps  it  vrould  Iiarc  been  bettor  if  I  hod  read  I 
of  it  before.* 

iMta-rmn  "  t^luJtmhun,  lith  Jul 

Oalti*  "  Sir,— Tbc  bimounbk  touri  of  I>invion,  in  tlirir  vrtxtt. 

»■"'<>>'.  BoikbI  \'jihe  SiiTi>ruf.  lUUd   Ibf  Ifltti   Mwdu  I7S{.  vetc  p 
cx|>rau  tlirlrdcsir*  ^t  I  UiooU  inform  th*ni  of  the  pcnDfUai 
mm  or  \ht  prucnta  mcntioiwil  m  in.r  nil4m4  iif  tbe  '2taA  V 
wu  rrrvivcdi  what  «u«  mj  nuitivcs  frmn  vtlhlxiUii^  ( 
rMei|>u  IVoro  tbe  koiiwIcU^ii-'  "f  tbc  Coirai-il  ur  iif  the  Cijur'    ' 
anil  irhat  wrre  mj  iwitmiu  Tiir  tjtkiiift  (mioiIb  fat  (lort  of  ll 
Cor  i>a;lii(t  utbnr  ■um*  inl'<  tli<:  trauary  u  dcpuaiU  on  ki;  m 
1  ha<r  Ihvii  klitillv  njiptupd  tlut  ihc  itifomuillan  n 
expected  from  mt." 

It  certaialy  was  rtry  kind  in  his  friend  \o  nppi 
it,  but  then  I  ebuuld   have    thought   llint  his  own  \ 
geoiue"  would  luvc  a|)ptiecd  him  thnt,  when  hW  1 
inquired  of  hiiu  how  he  raiue  to  ujijiropriutc  monof  ff 
to  nis  own  use,  it  did  reiiaii-c  un  oxplnunttoa : — 
"  I  li(][i«  that  the  diTiimtiancn  of  aij  pant  utunllnn,  vhu 
-   nUI  plead  n\y  ext-iuc  Air  hai-ln)(  tliua  Innff  wilhbcM  it.     TK) 
tf  not  «t  the  PrtMuiltni.7   Mheii   tbc  .Suf^iriir  arriPMl,  I 
nit-d  10  it,  HIV  tiinit  niid  fttifiiLiuii  wore  ■»  caiin^j-  nif 
y  of  ray  final  d^quunire  tnaa  it,  b/  ■  rkncti  of  mlier  ip 
Ltioiu,  itf  iHiich,  Kr,  I   mny  W^ly   Biiiieal   lo   vn 
,._.      led  on  tlic  Urfte  pi^rtion  cnotiibutcd  lij- nr(»cir.  (if  tL 
which  cani)iiMe  uur  (.-imstiltatiiini  or  ikot  yiriioA,  *ili»l  tbe  « 
whii^h  mjr  rMpect  ivwiild  have  nOiniiNl  m«  to  p»j  lo  ili«  «l 
imimavA  on  me  was  loal  («i  in;  itvoIleL'tiua.'' 

So,  when  he  camcdtjsrn  to  Calcutta  atid  fouud  %  \t 
beuu  tliero  fur  a  wiicidnrulili:  time,  from  the  court  u 
tors,  cxpreaely  dcitiiiiig  him  to  eirc  runsoae  fin-  wlu_ 
tn  be  unaccountable  ui  lu«  cooJuct  with  rcdpcot  to  p 
matters,  he  eays — it  wna  enlirely  lo«t  to  hia  1 
being  engaged  ia  uthcr  far  more  important  ituitlcnL 
snya  also — 

"  PrfhajM  frniu  the  utmaKcr  itnpresuun,  wbitrh  ^c  ( 
jxniaal  or  it  htul  left  on  inj  inlod.  timt  ii  wu  tBthor  it 


•  Supra,  p.  a 


:^ 
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bension  for  something  which  had  giren  offence  in   my  report  of  the  7  juxe  1790, 

uri^hial  transaction  than  as  expressive  cf  any  want  of  a  further  elucida-        

Son  of  it  "-^ 

His  reason,  therefore,  for  not  answering  that  letter  from 
CUcutta  which  I  liave  read,  and  shown  was  a  friendly  and 
Und  letter — and  much  too  friendly  and  kind,  in  my  opinion, 
for  his  situation — his  reason  for  not  answering  it  was  this, — 
Smt  the  impression  it  left  upon  his  mind  was,  mther  that  it 
mw  a  censure  for  past  transactions  than  any  future  inquiry. 
A  very  respectful  reason  does  he  give  when  he  says, — "  I 
diought  this  letter  did  not  so  much  want  further  elucidation, 
W  was  intended  as  a  reprehension  for  something  which  had 

SVen  offence  in  my  report  of  the  original  transaction."  In 
lort,  in  plain  words, — "  since  you  do  not  like  this  report,  I 
bave  given  of  them,  you  shall  have  none  at  all ;  for  I 
thought  you  were  displeased  at  the  report  I  had  made,  not 
at  the  substance,  but  the  report  I  had  made  in  former 
letters  ;  therefore,  I  thought  it  as  well  to  say  no  more  upon 
the  matter."  What  is  *' being  displeased  at  the  report," 
DOnsidercd  distinctly  from  '*  the  substance,"  but  this,  that 
Aey  thought  they  had  not  been  sufBciently  explained  ?  And 
[  ahoiild  think  that,  if  there  could  be  any  mode  in  which  the 
DOurt  of  Directors  could  peremptorily  and  specifically  call 
for  any  explanation,  it  was  by  giving  an  opinion  that  the 
former  explanation  had  been  insufficient  and  requesting 
I  further  explanation.  This  to  a  man  of  honour  would  have 
been  an  immediate  incentive  to  an  answer  and  further  expla- 
nation. He  gives  as  a  reason  for  no  further  explanation, — 
*  because  I  consider  it  as  an  expression  of  dissatisfaction 
irith  the  former  intelligence  I  had  given  you;  therefore, 
[  meant  to  let  it  sleep,  and  say  no  more  about  it,  being 
xscupied  with  far  more  important  matters."  I  suppose  the 
lefcndant  will  prove  tluit  i)art  of  hisdofence;  but  it  will 
be  very  difficult  to  prove  to  your  Lordships'  satisfaction- 
it  will  be  very  difficult  to  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  any 
Sioncst  and  rational  man — tliat  any  j)ublic  business,  how- 
■ver  aflfecting  to  tho  ])iiblic,  can  be  more  important  to  a  man 
>f  honour  than  th;it  of  liis  clearing  his  own  character  with 
respect  to  the  accusation  of  embezzlement,  peculation,  fraud 
Uid  rapacity. 

My  Lords,  I  shall  dismiss  tlie  subject  of  the  bond  presents  Coutmdk- 
irith  observing  to  your  Lordships,  that  I  fully  make  out  what  maul's  wuii 
C  say  of  the  use  he  made  of  them  being  directly  contrary  [h^^i'jonds. 
to  his  first  etatement.     But  it  is  very  remarkable  that  tliere 


3d(l   SHmmiMff  of  Eniil^HCt  «4i  Mr  Olh,  7th  »mi  XitA.  Ciary  t 

K  is  nn  tntt>rnict)iiit«  elBtetnunt,  wliiel]  I  rofciTTod  to  and  i£d  bA  i 
ext'laio.  *bA  wlitoti  id  dirvcllr  contrnnr  to  both  Tlx  far  [ 
etali?it>L>nt  wns,  Uint  t«»  tlunu  w-er<^  liid  owti.  la  t^aoL-l 
stalcmeut  he  uk^  for  WnU^  for  ntl  three,  nod  uya  iImt  Vlff< 
all  hi*  txvn.  in  (he  tiurtl,  he  InliM  cm«  third  backtug  " 
two  tliinls  Ui  tl)tt  Ciimpnny.  So  ltuit.iD  thrMi difimut M 
mcnbi  innde  bjr  htm  ni  three  different  i^tcriwl*,  j-us  oi—  _ 
chooM'  nnir  two  nhiub  are  irat  malcritillT.  painlt^l;  ■»« 
doeinwly,  onnlradictory  one  to  the  olbor,— so  tbtll* 
cannot  be  wriltrn  inily  br  tfao  wiam  [wraoo.  KoncBf  "^ 
B\uittiu:nt»  (Miiild  liavc  bc«ti  error  and  n)iattke,bntd  ~ 
have  been  nmlrufy  to  hi?  own  koowlcdgfl  of  the  t 
timn  thnt  bu  wrulc  them. 

With  ro«p<x*  t«  the  tircaeni  which  ho  ecritunlf  j 

"    mirDtioD  to  (he  piililic,  1  mean  llu>  prennt  fmin  Sa^ 
Cbcyt  Sing's  baklwhi.  I  inuat  moke  «omc  ob«ri«6l 
that  fdbjccL    Uo  slatM  it  ibui  in  hi«  Dcfcnoc  to  tl 
of  ComiuoDs, — 

"  I  hfii  il  WIT  b*  olwitrvrd  tb»l  tHa  fir»l  of  |1>i!m<  pnvMit*  -^ 
In  the  ;i-sr  t7m>,  fnt  n  timv  whrc  &•  I  bove  trut,v  aud  lo  tlw  j 
■  tllH  ewKtiirJp*  of  tbo  ijavemineut  vetr.  my  own,  and  rrti 
il  mtpd  wilL  ita  lull  wyialit   aijon   nij   niUiil ;    wbcmri  _.    .    , 
•UiiwiiLlc  iiintna  uf  ndivviiia  thcni  I  rJi(CrT\y  wiir.d  tbrm.*     ttN 
jit«i.  Mil  at  one  (it  ihnto  duitnwiflil  fM-rio<U  I  alUiAv  la,  that  1 1 
|lt)in  nir  dnuinK   Mb»dBgi«  Srtniii»  (mni  (iuucnt,  tn  the  i  '" 
own  dixninion*.  in  Iioiiea  of  Ufina  Uic  fnumlatiou  of  that  p 
MiiriitUJi  to  i«iui:h   tlii*  raouinn'  lUii  nFUrrwunla   so  cnaU; 
Thi>  pUn  WW  oppincJ  bjr  Mr.  I'lnucia,   tbcn  a  nu'oiber  of  |] 
uD  ibr  plcu,  iuiiuair>t  ulUi'n,  nfllttli:  imparlBniv-  iirilir  Mhlilui 
we  ihiiulil  bicUT  by  its  itilu|itiuii.   About  Ihia  time.  Htixtj  S 
(juaflUentikl  wrvaAt  of  Cbi^rt  ^axf.,  it»d  bcni  tlc[iiitcil  In  u 
\iy\i\t  itiiifti-r.  Ml  ftck  now!  I'll  |{i'  bin  h<nnrT  iU  oiiiilurt,  nnd  |i 
hH  impUrit  olirdienrc  and  •iibini(unon  iu  fiitvint :   he  wmf  : 
Tij  i)i*  niuliT  to  cniAVuurtu  jirocniv  a  rcmumoti  nf  tlu-  \mj* 
oimiinl  turn  af  Gvc  lorjui  of  rumca,  wbidi  tbe   llomd   iaul  £ 
pmciirlii'D   I'f   lilt-  cxpwicw  M    the  wiir.     I    prreoiptonl*  u_ 
iTCjucal.  hut  unirt'd  buu  tbat  un  the  irMomlion  of  pcMvi^i^S 
■Ulinidr  ibimld  rcfwi-.  mi<1  ihM  tbi>  wm  nil  h«  must  enivnt. 
wrote  tu  bio  mastrr,  nnH  rcrviwd  a  onmnniMion  frani  bnalnf 
sAniOft'^t   tUHumnix'a  of    his    futuit  obcdicncr  and   Hibmia 
urdris  uf  puTtTuniuit :  uiJ  be  wm  further  din.'cted  In  rvqtu 
Micp  (>r  two  licks  of  fu^S  w  a  ^roKnt  to  niyvflf.     Mjr  r 
I   ruirliulljr  rct«ivt'd  liu  vubmisnint  and  uBumnccw  of  t: 
tlint  I  loiMt  aliiHiIatvly  rrfuM  h!«  prcwnl,  wbirb  1  did. 
dif)t|ijt»iiitf'd  in  the  rxrciition  of  nif  plufl  for  »(tAizk)n|i  Satii 
niiriifi,  vliirb  1  dmiii-d,  iind  nliii'h  pmvril  in  !»,  iif  the  mw 
niiTk»rqnet)cr.,  end  bcicig  ibwarlj-il  In  il  by  my  culIiatpMa  un  iki  |l 

mllUiJ  tt>  lajipt  of  tbn  offer  nbirb   I  hrforc  rdWll ,-  and  ui 
fmiii  t)i«  Coriiujj],  tlie  Uuy  I  bcUcvc  thut  m;  jilnn  ww  trjacK 
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Sftdanund  and  told  him  I  bad  reconsidered  his  master  s  offer,  and  would  7  ji-m;  !;{)/•. 
accept  the  two  lacks  of  rupees,  which  I  desired  him  to  pay  to  the  suh-  — 
trcMurer,  Mr.  C'roftcs,  meaning  to  apply  this  money  to  defray  theexpencx* 
of  the  expedition  a^^ainst  Scindia,  and  thereby  ho])infr  to  obviate  the 
only  objection  which  had  lM.*en  made  to  this  imj)ortant  undertakinir. 
Umortunately,  I  di<l  not  succeed  in  obtaining  the  consent  of  Mr.  Francis 
md  Mr.  Wheler,  and  was  therefore  concerned  at  havinjj  accepted  this  sum 
ftom  Sadanund,  since  the  only  use  to  which  I  meant  to  ap])ropriate  it  was 
ftnitrated,  and  I  expressed  my  vexation  to  Mr.  Markham,  my  secretary, 
M  he  (who  fortunately  for  me  is  now  in  England)  can  attest,  l.-pon 
mtttare  reflection,  I  detennined  neither  to  inform  the  Council  of  the  trans- 
action, nor  to  return  the  money  to  Sadanund.  having  once  consented  to 
■eoept  it.  I  therefore  suffered  it  to  remain  in  the  ('om]mny's  cash  as  a 
dcpoait  for  their  use,  and,  by  the  next  dispatch  to  Europe^  1  informed  the 
eouit  of  Directors  of  the  transaction,  though  I  did  not  state  to  thein 
ftom  whom  I  received  the  money,  a  neglect  which  1  should  have  stu- 
&liuly  avoided  could  I  have  foreseen  the  consequences  of  it.  I  thought, 
WX  the  time,  that  I  did  all  that  was  necessary  })y  declaring  that  it  was  noc 
IT  own,  and  that  I  neither  could  nor  would  have  received  it  but  for  their 


There  is,  al;?o,  a  further  account  of  this  transaction  in  a 
letter  of  Mr.  Larkins,  which  !Mr.  Hastings  lias  made  his  own, 
which  I  tjhall  submit  to  your  Lordsliips:  — 

••The  fourth  sum  stated  in   Mr.  Hastings'  account  was  the  j)roduce  Aocouiiior 
of  sundn'  payments  made  to  me  by  Sadanund.  Cheyt  Sing's  buxey,  tj"^  transac- 
trho  either  brought  or  sent  the  gold  mohurs  to  mv  house,  from  whence  leitornfMr. 
ihey  were  taken  by  me  to  Mr.  ('roftes's,  either  on  the  same  night  or  early  I^arkiiin. 
in  ihe  morning  after.     'Hiey  were  made  at  different  times,  and  1  well 
lemember  that  the  same  f)eoj>le  never  came  twice. 

"  On  the  21st  June,  17^0,  Mr.  Hastings  s(.'nt  for  me,  and  desired  that 

I  would  take  charge  of  a  ])reseiit  that  hud  lieen  offered  t(»  him  l>y  Cheif 

Bmg's  buxey,  under  the  pk-a  of  atoning  for  the  opjmsition   which  ho 

Ittd  made  towards  the  payment  of  the  extra  subsidy  for  defraying  j)art 

of  the  exjMfnces  of  the  war ;    l)ut  really,  in  the  hrij)e  of  its  inducing 

Ifr.  Hastings  to  give  up  that  claim,  with  which  vi«'vv  the  j)resent  had 

fint  been  oflFen-d.      Mr.  Hastings  declared,  tliat  although  he  would  not 

take  this  for  his  own  use,  he  would  aj)ply  it  to  tliat.  of  the  CNmipany,  in 

mnoving  Mr.  Francis'  objections  to  the  want  of  a  fund  for  defniying  the 

extr^  expencps  of  (.'oloncl  Camao's  detaclnncnt. 

"  On  mv  return  to  the  ofticc.  I  wrote  down  tlic  substance  of  wliat 
Mr.  Hastings  had  said  to  me,  and  requested  Mr.  Jinnes  Miller,  my 
deputy,  to  seal  it  U[j  with  his  own  seal,  and  write  upon  it  that  he  had 
then  d«me  so  at  my  reipiest.  \\v  was  no  furtlier  infonned  (jf  my  motive  for 
this  than  merely  that  it  ctintained  the  substance  of  a  cnnvcrsation  which 
had  pajised  between  me  \\\\(\  another  gentleman  which,  in  case  that  con- 
Tersati>)n  should  hereafter  l»ecoinc  the  subject  of  incpiiiy,  I  wished  to  lie. 
ftblc  to  adduce  the  menuiranduni  then  made  of  It  in  corrolionition  of  my 
own  testimony  ;  and  alth(jugh  tliat  pajK-r  has  i-emained  nno]>eiiedto  this 
hour,  and  notwithstanding  that  I  kept  no  mcnmnmdnin  whatever  of  the 
substance  there<»f,  yet  as  I  have  wrote  this  represeiUatiou  under  the  most 


■  Minnies  of  Defence  at  the  bur  of  tlie  House  of  Commons.— Printed  for 
J.  I>ebrett,  1788,  p.  154. 
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T  ivi*  ITt  ■cTppul'tm  imJWttik*  to  »li»1    I  mncFirr  fro   b«  trulh.  *})iiuld  it « 
beriMur  ntonnry  tii  refer  lu  IbU  ]JBp«T   I   am  nrnfiilal  tli>]  il 
tic  found   lo  >UO(T  nwUrriklljr  frofn   tiw  aabrtam*  of  liik  n 
liou."  ■ 

TIh.'  fint  tliiu^r  tlmt  I  liavc  to  otMvrve  upon  iliu  p 
jwit  or  llic  iin-Minl  w.  that  ^E^.  Unstiojia  Mulct  Ibkt  tlutv 
origituilly  otTcrcil  liim  oB  eoine  aloiioni>ni  for  Chr^fi^ 
dt'likj  in  fitrnicr  pavincnte.    lie  say^  1ik  tt'II*  liim  UI9 
accept  oi'  n  present  bv  nay  mcaiu,  but  if  ttio  pnyiDtH 
rcgnlHrly  mwe  bo  wUl  codcnvour  ttint  upon  tocpcMtf 
shall  cease.     Mr  Larkioi  ffivct  a  liifTL-nmt  anil  r^*" 
acooofit  of  it      lie  aays   UuU   Chayt    Stng't 
agent,  ofTenMl  him  this  for  (be  nbvioiis  xnd  nalunl  j 
not  of  atouiny;  for  crimes  wbicih  he  never  hail  o 
of  inJueinf^  ihti  Governor  Gv4ii-Tnl   l»  wajv«   the  i 
of  tlie  GoHipanr  npoo  him.     "What  does  Mr. 
lie   layc  prtiperly — *'  I    immeiltntcly  rtfusMl  the  | 
A   present    uRcrcd    to   him    upon    such    a 
M   indeed   nny   present,   il  wse  hie  duty    to   rofiM'^l 
aAcrwnrda  cuueidcrs  tW  ncocMtlied  of  Colonel  C 
tachtoent :    be  oenda  for  tho  bakhdbi  back,  awl  I , 
will  accept  your  ranatev's  present.-"  ai)d  he  docs  notit 
any  one  of  Mm  Dofenced,  thai  he  did  connect— tiwt k' 
add — to  that  nuy  dccloraiion   that  be  did  nut  accept  Hfi 
the  purpo»o  of  waiving  any  inwnwt  of  the  Company'! '  ' 

tiv'jiit'or ill       Ho''c  I  submit  to  your   Loi-d^hij^'  conndersliot 
apt>?inirihc  applies  speci6eally  to  this  present,  but  what  a{tpGe*iB# 
Gl^f^ll;'.''    dogi'eo  to  everj-  present  ever  received  by  tho  eerai ' 
_  i_— .  Conijuny    in    India,    but    pirlicuWly    to    Mr. 

pre«enl«,— thai,  even  though  he  applies  it  to  the  C 
use.  he  doM  a  fraudulent  act,  becnuac  that  vrai  not  the  u 
lion  of  the  pvcr.  Mr.  Hastings  einLe&  ttwt  the  C 
availed  tbvm»clvo«  of  ihls,  which  they  could  nfit  othe 
nvnil  themselves  of.  If  Mr.  Larkins'  accoiiut  be  true,  C 
Sing  give  tliis  money  in  ord«r  (o  induc<:  hin 
ckim  of  tlio  Company  e.  Tlie  Company  would  never  bi 
a  present  of  two  lacs  to  waive  a  cliiim  of  five. 

"  But,''  ho  aaye,  "Cheyt  Sing's  bakluhi  wnuM  (pwj 
20,000/.,  in  hope  that  I  should  waive  thv  chtim  of  M^WT 
wherena  na  aiich  ofl'er  could  be  made  to  the  Company."  J 
then,  the  iuunediatc  crime  he  commits,  as  relating  lu  all  p 
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ejpled  of  morals  nml  of  justice;    he  permits  a  man  to  give  yJcxEiToo. 
him  money  which  the  man  intends  for  a  bribe, — for  wliicli  tlie  mauds  rvtmi 
man  intends  to  induce  Iiini  to  waive  a  claim  of  the  Company  pan/."'"" 
tost  50,000/.     He  takes  the  20,000/.  without  any  dechiration 
that  he  will  persist  in  the  other  demand ;    indeed  he  adds  to 
the  guilt  of  having  accepted  this  bribe,  by  afterwards  insist- 
ing upon  the  money  for  the  Company.     I^ut,  whether  he  did 
that  or  not,  he  leaves  this  unfortunate  man  in  the  situation 
of  believing  that  he  ha^  a[)poascd  the  Governor  Oencral  by 
the  bribe  he  has  given  him,  that  he  has  by  that  means  put 
himself  in  a  situation  of  being  released  from  the  demands  of 
the  Company.     Y<)u  are  not  only  to  consider  the  fraud  com- 
mitted upon  the  Company, — you  are  not  only  to  consider 
the  corruption  of  mind  in  the  man  who  takes  the  present, 
but  to  consider  the  grievous  calamities  which  fell  upon  this 
miserable  man  who  gave  it,  and  gave  it  upon  an  idea  which 
the  practice  has  taught  the  natives  to  think  probable — that 
by  giving  money  to  the  servants  they  can  be  excused  the 
olaims  of  the  Company.     But  if  the  servants  act  as  Mr.  Has- 
tings  has  done — take  money  to    their  own    use,    and  not 
afterwards  perform  the  coni?ideration  for  which   the  l)ribe 
was  given — and  if  these  unhappy  persons  remain  in  the  situa- 
tion that  Cheyt  Sing  and  his  bakhshi  did,  of  having  given 
20,000/.  as  a  bribe  in  hopes  of  saving  .50,000/.,  and  instead 
of  that  find  they  pay  70,000/.,  where  the  only  pretended 
daim  of  the  Company  was  50,000/.,  [are  they  not  aggrieved  ?J 

Tliis  is  the  situation  of  persons  who  give  bribes  in  that  AKjrravation 
Bountry,  when  the  convenience  of  those  who  act  does  make  mi-ivimra 
it  necessary  to  take  the  bribe  to  the  public.     Therefore,  if  I  deli^vfjg 
irere  to  decide  upon  the  bribes  taken,  I  should  have  no  diffi-  th«iio"or. 
Bulty   in  saying  that  those  who  have  taken   a    bribe   and 

Eerformed  the  service  for  it  are,  in  my  opinion,  not  more, 
ut  less  guilty  than  those  who  add  treachery  to  their  cor- 
raption,  and  who  receive  a  bribe  which  the  donor  thinks  is 
to  save  him  from  a  i)ublic  demand,  and  afterwards  enforce 
tliat  public  demand  with  rigour,  giving  this  UKmey  also  to 
the  Company, — incurring  two  guilts,  one,  of  taking  the 
bribe  and  deceiving  the  Comj)any  ;  the  other,  deceiving  the 
wretch  when  he  thinks  he  is  buying  off  the  money  he  h:is  to 

?iy,  when  you  by  no  means  whatever  intend  to  si)are  him. 
his  is  the  account  Mr.  Larkins  gives  of  that  transaction.  The 
account  of  Mr.  Hastings  has  no  other  ditfcrence,  except  that 
it  doee  not  mention  his  knowledge  of  the  intention  of  the 
bakhshi  in  giving  this ;    but  no  man,  I  think,  can  dispute 
VOU  II.  z 


Speech  of  Mr.  Fox.  355 

Bays,  when  it  was  stated  to  him,  he  immediately  set  7  jvnb  1700. 
the  substance  of  the  conversation,  and  requested  his  ,jiH  ^. 
f,  Mr.  Miller,  to  seal  it  up  with  his  own  seal,  which  he  J<'»"i«i  mo- 
t  his  request     For  what  purpose  was  it  sealed  up?  ofaconver- 
rarkins  says,  for  the  express  purpose  of  being  produced,  ^icUiiTtho 
testimony  of  that  conversation,  at  the  time  and  at  the  ^^""**'"'* 
[  when  it  passed.     Now  we  arc  in  the  third  year  of 
•ial.    Mr.  Larkins  had  heard  of  the  intended  accusation 
r.  Hastings  when  he  wrote  this  letter.     Mr.  Larkins 
ince   transmitted    an    affidavit  with    respect   to    the 
,  with  respect  to  the  period  of  their  indorsement,  with 
t  to  the  letter  of  the  22nd  of  May,  and   all  those 
ctions;    but  yet  this  letter  is  unsealed  at  this  time, 
\  not  sent  over  to  us,  as  [far  as  can  be  learnt  from] 
estimony  that  I   have   yet  heard   upon   the   subject' 
(pears   to   nic    that    Mr.  Larkins    would    have    done 
better,  instead  of  making  all  these  observations  for 
we    arc  to  take   his   word,    and    the  affidavits    for 
we  are  to  take  his  oath,  however  contradictory  the 
lay  be  to  the  other, — it  seems  to  me  he  would  have 
led  better  for  the  defence  of  his  character  and  for  his 
,  if  he  had  sent  over  this  with  his  seal,  and  with  a 
r  attestation  tliat  it  had  not  been  opened  since  that 
.     I  cannot  help  observing  that  this  omission  is  at 
very  singular  and  curious  fact,  and  very  much  calling 
e  observation  of  your  Lordships. 

th   regard  to  the  present  of  Nundulul,  I  said  that  ^nt^*f't,,o 
were  no  ])articular  circumstances  ; — and  there  are  none,  present 

,  *■  .  ^  .      ,  ......        from  Mr. 

.  cannot  conceive  great  secrecy  to  t)e  a  discriminating  Anderson. 

istance,  because  great  secrecy  belongs  to  the  circum- 

9  of  every  one  of  these  presents,  except  that  of  Cheyt 

and  of  that  to  a  considerable  degree.     But  it  does 

r  remarkable  that,  at  the  time  of  receiving  this  money 

ifundulul,  Mr.  Anderson  was  in  the  greatest  confidence 

•.  Hastings,  and  employed  by  him  in  situations  of  the 

«t  trust,  living  in  private  familiarity  with  him  and  em- 

t  in  trusts  of  the  greatest  confidence, — it  does  appear 

kablc  that  Mr.  Hastings  should  conceal  that  present 

indulul  from  Mr.  Anderson,  who  declares  that  from 

[ftAtings  he  never  heard  a  word  of  that  or  of  any  other 

it  whatever. 

J  present  of  Kelleram  stands,  undoubtedly,  in  many  ^^JJ"*'** 

te  upon  a  footing  peculiar  to  itself     The  first  attempt 

tify  it  is,  that  it  was  not  a  present,  but  that  it  was  a  uTbJhSS' 

2   2  peslicush. 
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3S0  S»miiu'np  of  Evulfitef  im  Ih*  SfA,  1th  and  \Alk,  Cfuuyn: 

^  nnbeuBh.  Atul  br  a  pejbciuh,  I,  wlio  am  not  convenul  k 
indian  term*,  UDacnuuid  ^nielUiag  »  liltlc  uakinou  lo  i 
fine  pnUl  upon  Uic  nnewal  uf  a  fcnec,  turli  u  i«  p^  a 
Uiu  iir  any  iitlicr  Kuni['Ctiu  coaDlrr.  Wilb  nwp«cl  Iv  ibk 
pcuhcUFh,  we  liavc  ciimitklcly  pnivt-tl,  both  bjr  Knttra  aid 
nral  trilitiioiiv  nt  your  l^inUbipn'  bar,  that  thurc  la  k  (m1 
pesliciul)  whifli  lieuw  a  very  Miiall  proportion  ind<^l  to  ll« 
rent,  anil  that  tin  ituci)  piMictiiili  tv  tluit  vrse  ra^iviJ  Aon 
i^Afcitfita  DiDapcp-jni.  Nuildeo,  or  KcUcruin.  Thnt  it  mas  w*  i 
•noai^'  puLitic  [HulM:u*h,  ffiiob  a^  w»a  tit  lo  be  iivmctl,  but  a  pnidt 
Mn^llMi.  pf^j^pt  ^o  (Ij^,  Opvemor,  n|ii>ear9  from  i-arioiw  oircuiwtaMei 
ImkI,  by  \m  st-rrccy  upon  the  mbjticl :  Tit,  if  ht\>i4  ■> 
opportunity  of  k-tlluK  tbu  butdd  iit  a  hl^h  price,  at  wUc^il 
apEM-Ju?,  ho  dill  hrt  ihetu,  ati<I  if,  ctwr  and  altuf-u  dial,  hcbd 
inauccd  K(.-lI<<ntm  to  )Kir  a  Aim  tu  a  citrksidcnible  UDoiiM.k 
miold,  UDilimhtiilly,  have  utatiid  to  tbr.  Ccini[iaD_v  his  neM 
in  lotting  thoco  Uad*,  tnawniwb  ns  bu  would  hare  let  tks 
with  ail  wlvanlngo  in  the  rcul,  and  an  ailditinnal  adnsUp 
in  rc-MWCt  of  the  fino  bwilen.  [Q^tend  of  iliat,  we  find  it  U|l 
a  pn>ri>und  e«orc-t  fmtu  Mr.  Hutinj^s'  fricndt  till  it  opnmndi 
I  Iwlicvu,  in  tb<^'  oourw)  of  the  infjuirT  in  the  Ilouitf  oiCea- 
mouH,  in  m^idc  ^bap<t,  in  lite  courMi  of  this  impcaobmeiL 

>Ir.  I{a«tin>r8  nt>w  avun-t.  it,  btit  lin  lotig  kept  it  mnc, 
and  wo  have  proved  that  necnioy.     Wv  have  aUo  [■roni— 
whicli  is  very  material— tlmt  that  secret  was  inviolobljM 
by  Mr.  Htutin;;'',  till  public  niinoiir  had  published  it  lulat 
world.    Wc  have  proved  by  the  uvidoocc  of  Sir.  Anileisia,— 
rf  wo  have  i>ruvt,-d  by  the  Dvt)li!iioe  of  Mr.  Muore, — we  law 
proved  by  the  evidence  of  Mr,  Young, — .not,  1  brJicTCilf 
the  ovidonce  of  Mr  Short;,  for  \u>  was  not  positive  i>f  biii^ 
heard  it  bcforo  thiJ  year  ITS'i.  but  he  tliinkx  ho  lueaiJ* 
before,— but  wc  have  proveil  by  tho  ci-idnncv  of  cvrty  p» 
ticman  called  to  yoar  Lord#hip<'  bar  that  tliuy  dtil  lietf  if   J 
this  money  ^vcn  by  Kvlleram  to  Mr.  Haalinpi :    and  il  !<    ] 
worthy  of  your  LonUhipR'  wbil«  to  recollect  tha  tcnatiB 
which  the  different  witnesses   exprcssiKl    thi-msdvet  m* 
that  Eiibjoct.     Mr,  Moore  said  he  man]  il;  Mr.  Youn-a^     | 
hi?  Iicin-d  it;  Mr.  Anderson  wiid   he  henr^)   it,  but  did  Ml     | 
believe  it;  Mr,  Shore  said  that  ho  heard  it,  but  cimcliidid 
that  it  wan  Gunc;*  Go\Hnd  Sing  who  bad  abused  Mr.  H«*l' 
iiiga'   name,  and   not   Mr.   Hasting  who    ha>l  uceeftvd  it- 
Need  I  eav  any  more  to  prove  thnt  it  wiia  not  a  public  fiiw* 
public  peitheuifh  ?    Need  I  say  any  more  to  prove  thai  it  i»     i 
H  criminnl  and  not  a  meritoriouii  receipt  of  moovy,  vhol    ', 
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find  that  every  witness  says  he  heard  it  as  a  report  against '  Ji^wbi790. 
Mr.  Hastings,  and  that  these  witnesses  who  arc  particularly 
fiivourable  to  Mr.  Hastings,  such  as  Mr.  Anderson  and 
Mr.  Shore,  tell  you, — one,  that  he  heard  it  without  believing 
it;  the  other,  that  he  heard  it  and  thought  it  was  an  abuse 
of  Mr.  IlaiJtings'  name  by  Gunga  Govind  Sing,  who  had 
received  it  for  himself?  Nothing  can  be  more  conclusive 
than  these  testimonies,  with  regard  to  its  not  being  a  regular 
peshcush  or  fine,  but  an  irregular,  illicit,  blameable,  present, 
as  I  have  stated  it. 

It  also  appears  that  he  did  let  to  Kelleram  about  that  time  ^annof  the 

urovincG  of 

a  very  considerable  farm,  no  less  than  the  ])rovince  of  Behar.  Boharietto 
We  have  proved  to  your  Lordships  that  he  let  it  him  with  ^®"*^''*"- 
unusual  circumstancci ;  we  have  proved  to  your  Lordships 
that  he  let  it  him  in  perpetuity,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of 
the  Company  upon  that  subject ;  we  have  proved  that  he  let 
it   to  him  without  any  collate r.il  security,  contrary  to  the 
nniversal   practice  of  letting   farms ;    we  have  proved  that  Tiio  joint 
he  let  Kelleram  and  Culliau  Sing  the  joint  office  of  dlwan  Si^iand 
and  farmer,  two  offices  which  do  not  appear  ever  before  to  KeiicMm  *** 
have  been  joined,  and  which  I  conceive  to  be  joined  first  in  g"^^*****"* 
that  instance,  because  in  a  subsequent  minute  it  is  stated 
that  the  junction  of  these  two  offices,  though  not  common, 
is  not  unprecedented,  for  it  was  so  in  the  case  of  CuUian 
Sing  and  Kelleram ;  from  whence  I  conclude  that  was  itself 
the  first  innovation,  and  was  the  original  precedent  for  such 
a  junction  of  two  offices  so  apparently  incompatible. 

Upon  the  junction  of  these  two  offices  we  have  asked  all^^«'^  , . 

1       •!•/»»  •  ■\r      \r  IT  1  removed  oy 

the  ditrerent  witnesses.     jNlr.  Moore  says  the  diwan  ought  to  thejunc- 
be  a  check  upon  the  fanner.     Mr.  Young  says  the  same. 
Mr-  Anderson  say^f,  after  a  considerable  degree  of  pres^sing, 
that  he  believes  ho  miglit  be  so,  and  after  a  number  of  ques- 
tions he  adds — tliat  he  owns  he  does  think  it  possible  that, 
when  they  are  in  the  same  poraon,  tlie  same  check  may  not 
exist     Therefore,  we  liavc  shown  that,  in  this  case,  he  not  I'roofcof 
only  took  the  pret'cnt  illicitly  from  Kellerain,  but  tlmt  he  o«i|)tortiio 
appointed  him  to  a  farm  with  unusual  circumstances ;  that  ™^"*^* 
he  gave  him  power  unusual  to  a  farmer,  by  connecting  with  his 
farm  the  situation  of  diwan;  tliat  he  took  from  him  no  collateral 
securities,  as  he  did  from  the  other  farmers.     If,  joining  all 
these  circumstances  together,  your  Lordships  can  conceive 
that  this  money  was  taken  for  the  Company,  I  confess  I 
shall  be  at  a  loss  to  know  how  it  is  possible  to  prove  the 
corrupt  receipt  «f  money  from  any  man,  more  especially 


a?k.>Ile 


(Sr!Srid 


35B  Simmuiff  of  KviJfnce  on  Ik*  6(A,  7M  tnw/ 1 4tA,  Chtrifo : 

"'When,  bsviDg  [|>roT«d)  thitt  Et  wiw  rceeiTi:>]  QlriniUf.  1 1^ 
thnt  lie  did  <To  u  bi;Dellt  (o  that  man,  did  Atmlifb  ibcn^il 
ulicvk*  that  wurc  iifiiu  lum,  and  did  lUMliun  frcmti  ukine  dw 
usi»l  wllivli^nd  Mociirity  whirii  from  persjoe  id  tlut  Mltuuioa 
wiu>  ooiutnutly  duumndcd. 

tn  odditiun  to  tlilf.  1  wmld  wtsb  your  Ldrdehips  lu  n^ 

**  led  Mr.  Ytmnii'a  nvidenct',  in  which  ho  atntet>  tt*  yon  thit  br 

J;  rorutuhl  to  Mr.  Hulingv  whiit  would  Ims  ihu  etTtct  i*f  ojipwiM- 
iag  Kcilcnim ;  th«t  he,  who  had  licftii  in  th«  i.r«Y'n»M  aid 
VT119  ncqxninliMl  nilh  nil  tbu  uircmiutaiices  of  it,  did  nni 
Mr,  ll|i»tijifi»  Uist  Kfilt'-'nuii  wiu  not  fit  fur  llic  Irnrt.noi 
u«t  n  ninn  lUccly  to  nuswcr  »«  a  fanner  for  th«  Ctiitijnny  .Ul 
thOTt!  wnriiinjr*  wcri!  wimplotdy  dWcgardcd  liy  Mr.  luulii^ 
Tbo  fimn  WM  let  lo  hiui  without  Bccurity,  and  wiUtoul  Ant 
from  thf  diwttn,  utidirr  nil  the  circuiaatancf-'K  I  Iiatd  tttteJ: 
and  it  hai  nltxt  hwn  proved  thiit  from  this  mnn  Itc  did  takr« 
confide  ruble  i>um  of  uuint;y,  tmutnrv  In  law  and  the  oidm 
aX  Utn  t>trKcton!i;--iL  id  to  l>e  rcmarKed,  tiM,  that  be  tookil 
by  bio  in»truiuent,  Giin]^  Gnvind  Sine. 

'•  The  witnvMe«  hav«  been  iwlied,  and  hnvi;  rzCvX  that  lfc«T 
did  not  know  nny  connecttoo  Gungii  Caovind  Sin;;  luul  vA 
ibfiec  proTtnciu.  But  yet  it  do«.-»  uppcnr  th:it  lie  wm  (k 
receiver  of  thia  monvy  fur  Hr  liiu<tin<:#,  aiid  [-uid  il  o\a  <" 
Mr.  C'niftM,  by  Mr.  llnstiDf^i'  dc-^irv,  —not  iill,  a&  I  shall  A^: 
and  thmijicb  ilie  rvmnindcr  in»y  ho  o  email  inrl.  il  i»<rdl 
worlh  your  Lordfihips' conHidcnttiitii.  It  anjieard  by  Mr 
Larkind'  account  that  the  Patn*  money,  wtiioh  \»  Kdlenai 
luooty,— forit  dooa  not  appear  lobe  known  to  Mr.  LuUnfthU 
it  won  Mr.  llantings'  money,  for  Mr.  Iliulin;;^!*  inxhooni- 
d«aco»  by  hulveit  even  to  those  be  niui»t  ctilru«t», — t))i!  vIhJi 
ipt  a])[>eun<  to  be  two  ln<»  21,00U  rujiuta,  and  what  m 
I  lo  Mr.  Cndlti  nppenn  to  be  only  two  liit» ;  m>  that  llutre* 
■  bolnnco  or  21,000  rupees,  whidt  u  *\mut  :!,(>OOJ^  1  adnol 
that  not  to  be  u  very  large  num;  hut  yet  il  w  e^iuollyn* 
elusive  for  proving  ihc  purpose*  for  whicli  Mr.  Hartinsi 
t^jok  this  iinni,  and  the  purpo«ei«  for  whieli  be  conceived  it  lu 
bo  given;  hecauae,  ifMr.  Ha«tin<^  bad  taken  it  for  thcCoiD- 
pnny,  and  Gungn  Govind  Sing  had  received  two  law 
21,000  ritpee»,  he  would  have  siid  the  CDm[uny  tnii^t  hsH 
Ihc  twu  liKMt  and  21,000  rupees;  whereas  hi;  gnes  tlita 
only  the  two  Incd.  and  with  reiard  H)  the  reruainiii(r  2,0(Kld, 
that  K  in  Ciun^  Gorind  Sing'elunda,  aa  Mr.  HuAtin^'  ngCit 
It  i.i  Mr.  lliwtinge'  property,  if  he  can  recover  it  from  Gulp 
Govind  Sing,  and  not  the  Oom[)any'e,  till  Mr.  BoatiDi^FgiTa 
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•  to  the  Company.  And,  though  the  sum  is  small,  it  ^  JpyBiToo 
to  show  the  light  in  which  he  receives  it ;  because 
1  that  is  the  agent  for  another  receiving  22,0()0Z., 
himself,  if  he  pays  20,000^.,  relieved  from  the  other 
Therefore,  this  serves  to  show  the  light  in  whicli 
astings  received  it — as  money  for  himself  and  not  for 
mpany, — because  he  pays  only  part  of  it  over  to  the 
.ny. 

Lords,  til  is  observation  which  I  apply  to  the  Patna 
applies,  perhaps,  still  stronger  to  the  money  received 
Hnajjeporc.     There  you  will  perceive,  if  you  will  look  Pwtof  tho 

o^i  ^   w  1  •  money  ro 

Larkins'  account,  in  page  1156  of  your  Minutes,  that,  mveti  ftrom 
Dinagepore  money,  there  has  been  received  three  lacs  nMSIiMT 
)00  rupees.     There  has  been  paid  to  Mr.  Crofts  only  f",^'^ 
58 — they  state  for  charges  to  the  amount  of  9,000  ;  and  g^»j{[jj 
ance  remaining  in  the  hands  of  Gunga  Govind  Sing 
ate  to  be  97,000  rupees.  Then  in  the  account,  at  the  end, 
the  Dinagepore  peshcush  ought  to  be  four  lacs;  that 
rere  received  only  three  and  tliat  there  remains  one. 
iddea  there  was  no  balance.     Of  Patna  there  were 
there  were  received  only  two,  of  that  there  remains 

ippears,  therefore,  that  Gunga  Govind  Sing  had  re-  Total 

for  Mr.  Hastings  three  lacs  and  6,000  rupees,  and  ?Soiv"fd  by 
lid  to  Mr.  Crofts  only  two  lacs,  and,  deducting  the  vMsIS?" 
3,  there  remains  in  his  hand  97,000  rupees — a  sum 

equal   to  1(),000L  sterling.     I  wish  here   to  ask  the 
ant,  if  this  was  the    Company's  money  and  hf?   was 

aa  steward,   upon  what  j)rinciple  he  admits  Gunga 
\  Sing  to  retain  2,000/.  of  the  Patna,  and  near  10,000/. 

Dinagepore  present  ?     What  is  his  situation  ?     Is  he 
liter,  insolvent, — a  person  who  being  willing  to  pay  has 
en  able  to  i)ay  ?     If  he  is  any  of  these,  Mr.  Hastings  GuiigaGo- 
ake  some  excuse  for  himself.     But,  since  the  periods  I  noTtreated 
>een  mentioning,  Mr.  Hastings  has  employed  him  in  Sultw'bv 
important  concerns,  and  he  finishes  his  government  J**"-  ^^■^" 
savmg  a  most  excellent  character  of  him  and  addressing 
>ard  and  Council  in  his  favour.     In  favour  of  whom  ? 
ivour  of  a  man  who,  according  to  this  account  of  Mr. 
19,  is  in  possessi(m  of  12,000/.  of  the  Company's  money, 
he  had  received  so  long  ago  as  the  year  1780  or  1781, 

which  he  has  nev^^r  paid  a  single  shilling,  to  the  time 
peaking  or  to  the  latest  accounts  from  India. 


300  Aumtn^  of  Eudenet  tm  OtiQlM.  Ithtinit  \Ath.  Obtynr 

T  Jrai  vm.  Ld  Mr.  Halting*  do — wliat,  if  be  Itarl  done  it  rnitn  virtum 
n-tHtar-  princiitW.  would  lie  tlic  luet  cfltTt  uf  vlrtiii!,  liui  mcli 
iSSlin'*  eflltrt  uf  virtue  n.i  I  never  knew  any  honourable  innii  nnij 
•j;^^  to — Icl  it  l»i'  odmitlw]  lbs).  ti(!  I«i9  goiji!  Uiroii(th  >U  ium 
jj-^grft*  d.nrli  rtwila  and  nay*  of  ct(rrupLiot>,^miide  li!i»s«lf  lUUf  « 
]H)«.  f>n$|iick>n    m   n  ttiou^iuul   iiutnuce-s  — llmt   liv   lias  Kontal 

ni[>in]y  fur  wliioli,  if  \ic  Imd  Wen  d^tpi-liHl  al  llic  injtani.  lie 
muftho  found  cuilty  or  iiHlwry,-  tlwt  he  Ii«a  dewj  all  thll— 
lliiit  lir  lins  bUstH  liin  cliamolcr, — nil  for  tliu  ixirjiurt  d 
govcrmuciit,  for  filling  On'tr  coflt-rs  nnd  iDcrca»inp  lb« 
nivoiiuc:  bu  it  Mil  — 1  npi'ly  lo  Itim  fl«  n  rimd  gtvniud  lilt 
ibo  Iiidiii  Company,  Ntrt  coatcotc*!  with  their  rcguUr  ila^ 
be  giic4  and  gctt  for  thnm  nliat  ho  could  oot  get  in  flf 
'  other  way  than  Jia  prcacnl*  to  himself: — be  this  til<oI  '"' 
.  hii%r  arc  we  to  aizcoimt  for  hifl  cnoduct  tu  UongaOwR 
Hiuf;,  who  was  an  Inetruuiout  in  those  measum,  wfco^ 
ncdudly,  according  lo  bit  ncrjiiuit,  had  tlii*  I2,00lll.iii1 
hand  etnce  1 7S0,  nnd  has  never  acoounted  fur  tl  in  a 
muoncr  wlialover?  If  ho  bad  acted  for  iho  C*M»iMny,  I 
would  not  liavu  been  content  with  paying  lo  tlm  {Atotmnt 
wlutt  Gunga  Qovind  Siitg  iKiid  Iiioi,  but  he  would  Imt 
made  him  pay  erery  --Uilltng  he  received  from  Krilemtnii 
Diiin^epore. 

It  in  inipn»:fiHc  to  be  nocoimled  for  ii|nn  a  priaL'^ko 
inri'X'cncu  ;    it  is  not  only  potviblo  but  cney  lo  aixount  b 
f*  it  iipiin  a  nriiiciplc  uf  ^uilt.     If  it  ho  true,  ne  I  ofintrnJ,  lis 
Mr.   lla«tin^»  rccwived  nil  thwe  ^ums  for  bim^clf,  lbni| 
aflenvards  trom  particular  circumatnncce  bv  luia  thuogbl 
convenient  to  cunfcM  tbcm  and  plucc  tbem  to  the  Coai^^f 
account— if  all  that  Is  true,  all  this  it  explnttird.     Why  « 
Qun^a  Govind  SJng  to  have  12.000/.  In  hb  Imiide  I    JJecawT 
it  was  bis  sharo  of  the  bribe;  for  no  inaii  cjiii  employ  ii>roa 
ilk'gnl  and  corrupt  trananclions  without  I>ayinfi  bnndsiaiclT, 
libcrally,iind,  may  bcasthey  may  think, cx<,rbitiinlly.  foe  lliM    i 
htbour."    GunpftGovind  Sing,  though  a  Iliniln,  knons  lb* 
act  of  the  1  Ulb  of  ibo  King,  aa  well  aa  your  Lortbhips  law*  ' 
it;    and  he  knew  that,  the  moment  Sir.  Ilnslinjis  tiopli^  I 
him   to  take  money  from  Uinageporc   and   Krllernni,  ilft 
Ha-Mint^  wa«  employing  him  in  an  illicit   Imflie  fur  whiA 
Mr.  Hajtinga  wna  answerablu.     GimgaGovind  Sinir  kmrt 
the  trust  reposed  in  liim,  and  did  ae  peryimt'  will  lu  nxk 
i^mploymcnl  do— 'If  I  am  (o  bavo  a  ^harc  in  ibc  crime  Jei 
mo  have  a  ehare  in  the  profit^" — and  the  profit  aeeiii?  tul«raUy 
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1   divided.      But    that   Mr.    Hastings,    with    this   rigid  7  Juxbjtoo. 
aomy   for  the  Company,  should,  knowing  their  di?»trc!?!», 
'C  such  a  sum  in  Gunga  Govind  Sing's  hand,  and  thou 
r  that  i-aioc  Gunga  Govind  Sing  to  such  phicos  of  trust 

confidence,  is  a  conduct  not  to  be  accounted  for  by  any 
ionable  man  whatever. 

trust  your  Lordshi[>s  have  considered  tlie  different  letters  iiu-onsi-- 
t  I  have  laid  before  you  ;    and  I  could  almost  venture —  ullstinpsf  ^' 
ugh,  perhaps,  it  might  be  too  rash  a  challenge — to  put  fhoi'ual,^ 

whole  of  this  trial  upon  this  fact, — if  the  Counsel  can  J'V?"**?"., 
vc  that,  in  any  one  letter  ot  Mr.  Hastings,  he  luis  stated  pre^vnts, 
•  one  fact  exactly  in  the  way  in  which  it  bas  turned  out 
\n  examination,  I  would  ahnost  consent  that  your  I^ord- 
is  should  acquit  him.  And  yet,  when  a  person  lias  written 
{  or  SIX  letters,  every  one  of  them  giving  a  different 
Dunty  it  would  be  considered  as  a  matter  of  some  unfortiin- 

fatality  that,  out  of  so  many  chances  be  bas  bad  lor 
aking  the  truth — having  spoken  so  diH'erently  in  every 
! — there  does  not  happen  any  one  that  is  precisely  con- 
ent  with  the  truth,  whenever  it  has  been  explained  in 
dence  at  the  bar  of  your  Lordships. 

Ily  Lords,  the  characteristic  of  the  whole  of  this  business  Tiiosrcn'sy 
secrecy  and  mystery.       Were   these   accounts   kept  by  limMvu-a''^ 
•.  Larkins?       One  would  think  jNIr.   Laikins  might  be '^^'^^ ''»^™- 
sted.     I  am  sure  all  his  conduct  since  seems  to  show  him 
be  a  man  who  might  be  trusted  as  an  agent  by  ilr.  llast- 
;s.     Were  they  all  kept  by  Mr.  Crofts?     I  am  sure  that,  Thowitii- 
en  Mr.  Ilastini's  had  forjTiven  ^Ir.  Crofts  that  material  r<mfidoiicc 
or  of  paying   the  Nawab  10,000/.  more  than  was  due  to  ap|!,"ts"'* 
Qy  ilr.  Hastings  had  a  right  to  expect  at  least  fidelity  from 
'.  Croftrf,  if  you  can  conceive  that  [)crsonal  fidelity  can 
ong  to  a  person  that  has  been  guilty  of  so  great  a  breacrh 
public  trust.      If  he  trusted  neither  to  ]\Ir.  Larkins  nor 
•.   Crofts,  did  he  trust   entirely  to  Gunga  Govind  Sing 
nself  ?       No,  that  does  not  appear.       For  the  manner  in 
ich  Mr.  Larkins  gets  at  all  these  facts  is  very  singular. 
r.  Larkins  says  that  his  official   situation  had  made  him 
jpect  that   Mr.  Hastings  had  received  sums  ;    he  went  to 
Q,  and  advised  him  to  mention  them,  and  he  says: — 

*Thc  imrticiilars  of  the  ]):»|:rr,  Xo.  1,  were  read  over  to  inc  from  a 
ngml  {Miiicr  by  his  banya,  Cantoo  Daboo,  and,  if  I  am  not  mistaken, 
three  first  Hues  of  that  No.  2  wore  read  owr  to  iiic  from  a  IVrsiaii 
ler  by  his  munshi.  Tbo  traiiNlation  of  those  narticiilars  made  l)y  me 
ly  as  I  verily  believe,  the  first  complete  memorandum  that  he  ever 
Mtaed  of  them  in  the  English  language ;    and  I  am  confident  that  if 
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FNvnmiLl  h*d  not  ■ua:Kt•l<^d  <D  him  tbennMsrilyof  Ui  tabinii  tliiipn«aui*«kl 
m"  ^  wiMLlijBt  itib  niuoiFnl  tiM'e  bAnaDMblc  li)li»re*Ciinled>a;<n<lii»J 
^B  Dutiua  mnrcrnlii;;  them."  I 

^m  Now,  whciltcr  Mr.  Lnrk'ms  wia  &lr.  IIiutingD  good  at  cnl 

^H  geniu*  tti  ndvwini^  him  In  bavu  tlioee  tlutig*  Iniutitej^l 

^1  npi>car  in  lliu  way  in  wliich  they  bate  niipunn.il,  nmj  beUll 

H  for  ymir  Lnnishiiui  (n  tlelertutiie      Itnt  wlm)   [  be;  y^m 

H  LurtUhiiM  III  o1(*i>rve  if,  tlml,  ko  fnr  rmm  tntnttn-;  Mr.Cnfti  I 

H  — to  fnr  frotn  truKtinj;  Mr,  Iiurlcin*,  or  nrcn  C'ad«.x>  fahwij  J 

^1  it  ii|i[imr»  Ihiit  Mr.  I.«rlnnit  nollccK-il   tliia  hiai«elf  ftt|^| 

^1  Itetif^l  pajHT  nail  to  him  by  (.'iintu<.t  Baboo.      ^^  i'lij^^l 

^M  Id  tlic  iitbcr,  ))c  ddM  nut  eny  mmti  of  it.  but  Unit iM^^H 

B  Hnt  Udcs  were  rciul  by  xhc   Pcreinn  muaslti.  wrhid^^H 

F  .  su|>|HMe,  a  scrrJDt  tlint  n-rutv  ihc   Persian  'luif^oVK^^I 

KprMuii^  ibiit  ihcM  accotiDt^  instead  of  being  kc))t  in  >ku  iSH 
up  "  '  tiKil  direct  maDucr  which  erery  miui  wuuld  wuli  ■H^| 
^k  ouiintA  ill,  but  in  which  he  wuiild  ptu-i  tcubu^y  triah  Jj^^H 

^M  accounts  (if   such  it  delicale   nalurc.,  were  kopl.  J^^^| 

^M  En^lisli,  wime  in  PcniaD,  w>dic  with  Cxntnn  fi>MV^^| 

^M  with    the  niiiR»hi,  mino   witli  ImrkiDs,  some   withxfl^l. 

^M  »nd  he  never  bnd  &  complete  elntemcal  of  tUriu  ull,  dim 

^m  tlint  pcritHi.      i)o   littJ«   wne   be   »blc    to   nciifiint  to  d* 

^H  (.'ompAuy  tor  tbutncitii'ys.thnt  he  coidd  not  ntcoutit  hittbc* 

^M  hiniTielf.     lie  hod  ihcm  lying  in  different  pnporc,  in  ifilT 

^M  languufcs,  nud  had  not  a  enrrcct  HtnltMuent  oftbeuiimB 

^m  which  liia  [irivaie  honour  ns  a  gi^ntlcmnn,  and  bii  pnA 

^r  chniuotcr  aa  a  imairter  of  the  looiiv  Coinjiony,  inuA  (lq*4 

M  ill  tlie  eye!!  of  his  niant^rx  and  in  the  cye»  of  the  niirU,  «faM 

K  they  «lioii]<i  Kurutini»c  hi*  ecndiicl  '- 

ntniniitrur  My  Ijonl:<,  I  eonfcKit  tbnt  ibtsre  inny  bo  qumtinn  palU 
"rS",'"*  ino  Avhic.h  t  ithunld  find  wmie  diHicttlty  in  an«vri-ring.  Ifi* 
i!"au^  were  snid  to  mp— "  You  have  rxjiotacd," — aii  I  tliink  I ' 
iniHi.         — "a   py^tcni   of  compiicsti-d    fr«ud,   deceit,   cuncusln 

fiiUchood.  lui^rcprcMMitnlion,  which  undoiiblrdly  prtcMl 
the  poesibility  of  innocence  j" — thai  I  etippoee  muH  H 
granted  me; — but  it  may  bo  xMa]  tuo — "can  yooffllf 
liny  rational  scheme  of  fraud  to  whiflh  tbcmi  [a|iGn aiwvtf. 
In  one  or  two  intitances  I  have  uttempttMl  it ;  in  the  exttt 
Gimga  Govind  Sing  and  tho  bond*.  ttiit  it  ntav  be  nil-* 
"  where  wh^  tho  unc.  oupposing  be  meant  to  di-fnitj  d» 
Compimy,  of  Driginnlly  telling  tbern  of  the  itmoey  at  lU' 
Where  was  the  use  of  dofniudiug  in  one  ahapc  'a  m 
instHnce,  in  anotlicr  «]iupc  in  Anotber, — Tor  leunns  am* 
bond*,  same  in  deposits, — for  remembering  Mine  iitid  hlg^ 
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itf   others,— and   remembering   some    instances  iii    parts  7jr>Ei7oo. 
iich  made  the  most  against  him  ?"      I  can  say  nothing  of 
It     I  cannot  form  any  rational  system  of  guilt ;    but  I 
ink  innocence  is  completely  and  certainly  excluded.    I  will  i»r<)babio 
nture  one  conjecture  and  one  only.      One  conjecture  is  jlaruai  I". 
'm^ — that,  by  leaving  these  things  in  this  uncertainty  and  pi»»"ti^">- 
If  explanation^  he  left  a  guard   for  whatever  might   be 
keeled.     If,  in  the  first  instance,  he  had  said  to  the  Coni- 
ny, — "  I  applied  this  money  which  was  taken  from  Sada- 
nd  for  your  use,  for  Colonel  Canine's  detachment," — which 
mid  have  been  the  natural  thing,  he  then  was  liable  to 
m  difficulty,  that,  if  we  had  pro  veil  any  other  present,  he 
ist  have  accounted  for  having  brought  that,  too,  to  the 
impany's  account.      If,   for  instance,   we  had  proved  the 
mcy  received  from  Keileiam,  he  must  have  proved  some 
blic  use  made  of  that  money  ;    whereas,  having  mentioned 
B  money  without  mentioning  Sadanund,  the  giver,  if  wo 
ind  out  any  other  present,  he  might  have  said,  "  Oh !  that 
the  8um  I  applied  to  Colonel  Camac's  detachment,  and 
lich  I  oifered  in  mv  own  name,  in  that  manner  which  some 
tied  ostentatious,  before  Mr.  Whcler  and  Mr.  Fi-ancis. 
So  in  other  instances.     He  stated,  in  a  letter  of  the  22d  of 
ly,  these  sums  without  names.     He  had  heard  a  rumour  of 
eUeram.     If  he  had  stated  he  had  received  so  much  money 
d  received  it  from  Kelleram  ;    if  he  had  stated  the  appli- 
Lkm  of  that  sum ;  if  we  subse(|uently  detected  any  other 
m,  he  could  not  cover  that  under  the  name  of  Kelleram. 
ji  in  this  way  of  covering  it,  t^tating  one  sum  as  a  pesh- 
eh,  one  througli  the  hands  of  Gunga  Govind  Sing,  one 
im  Sadanund,  another  from  Nundulul,  &c.,  he  ^tands  in  this 
nation, — that,  whenever  we  detect  a  new  bribe,  he  may  say, 
yh  !   that  is  the  simi  that  I  n])plied  in  such  a  way." 
That  is  one  of  the  grounds  upon  which  I  can  suppose  ^'^'JjJ™J*  *'' 
is    system    of  darkness,  concealment  and  fraud  [to  have  of  icui it  with 
en    devised].      But    I  hope  that  it   is  no  shame  to  me,  imimnrucc! 
i.t  it  is  no  disgrace  to  an    honest  man,    to  say  that  he 
B   not  skill  enough  to   detect   the   use,  the   objects   and 
9    purposes,    of    all    the    intricacies    and    the    windings 
the   fraudulent.        I    only  say  that   I   know   them    by 
sir   face  and   character ;    that  honest    men   do    not  pre- 
ricate,  they  do  not  give  dificrent  accounts  of  a  transac- 
m^  particularly  transactions  as  to  money,  in  which  every 
ms  private  honour  is  supposed  to  be   immediately  and 
lioaiely   concerned.      All   these  things,  I  can  say,  have 
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•.Dcvor  bwo  tlooc  by  innDococc      Bat  I  i 
■toerjiiuL  tor  all  th«  winding  of  frnutl  and  guilt.     1  do  Mt  | 
koow  litem.      Tboiik  iroil!    I  do  ant  wWi  to  ksowd 
ilnt  titti)  I   can  iajr,   they  arc   not   the  [Mtiu  of  inM 
Huvr  Bill]  in  ivhul  ^Itajw  tlmv  lead  lo  the  purpoKS  of  ){d|U^ 
know  not.      I'ftrliapA  the/  <•»  not  linul  jiidtauiulj  tu^^ 

fuq>u«i.-a :  r<ir  Xhans  who  itilnk  tbry  can  conceal  tl 
;  windings  and  onnniiis  taay  tlml  tbcnuclvcfl  the  d 
ihoir  own  deceit :  Imt  llicy  an;  not  to  be  ac(|uitted  b 
ihvy  hnvn  diino  thnt   wilht'Ut  efTuct  wbich  tbcy  i 
do  for  the  wonft  piir[>i(«c«. 

I  said  cur«irilr,  in  tlio  brginoing  of  tlu4  I 
when  he  gvce  general  unsvun  I  wotild  mitke  no  nfif; 

Uul  if  I  am  to  judge  rrotn  hit  conduct  I  mii^t  think  otbt 
liLNMuite  1  (ii't-ceivi!  titat  f ilseboud,  nnd  not  mIciuc,  Iim  p 
nlly  heen  tbc  cngtott  of  \aa  cooosilracnt.     To  iDTiiIvrtr 
S»  II  variety  nf  oirciiin»lancei*  which  may  moke  it  iav^ 
to  CDiniiiun  tfyes;~at  on«  limii,  lo  tell  nimtlliiDg  Bxi 
triitli  ;  lit  ulhrr  timv--<,  tn  dirviiktu  from  it  uiore  videlTlrf] 
otlii.'rt>,  to  cipnl-iT)dict  it  directly  ; — to  bring  a  vnrii-ty  of  b 
uncxplnini'd,  in  otvIlt  llmt  ynti  umy  not  bo  able  to  dbtiagiail 
wliich  Slim  liclong*  to  which  fact  nnU  vvliicb  dale,  aai  vlil* 
period  to  ivbidi  purticuUr  cvonl;--lhU  ha.t  U-un  hbn 
ctmccabnent.     1  do  not  know  how  I  can  a<.-count  for  li 
cannot  illu^lnilo  it   better  tlian  by  tbc  tniagu  uH«i  bydl 
grctitufit  (if  poctj;,  nud  of  the  first  date,  in  dcecribioBd 
sort  of  mist  which  envelopes  the  hilU ;— he  laf^, ' 
are  nut  friendly  indeed  I o  the  j-hcphcrd  nud  to  the  cnUit^ 
but  to  tlte  rubber  llicy  arc  better  th»n  wco  tiiu  i' 
the  nif{lit  itsi3lf.''f     Givuig  by  lltitt  anidea,  whichihpi 
ni>  jiixt  itnd  t'urreol  m  it  ia  expreMivc — thAl  a  artuMoi 
rity  d(^riv(•d  froiii   thickue««i  ih  «(ill  more   fliVoitmUeJ 
piintiiiu  iif  the  guilty  ttum   thai  Kpcuita  iif  diu-la 
rcttiilu  from  lli«  nb.-olu(c  wiint  of  nny   light  n*   " 
Ha-mucli  lis  it  U  mure  dilRctdt  to  dispel  uy  new  I 
sort  of  niiitt  which  pix'vvnt«  the  ii»uh1  and  natitimll 
nf  Hijlit,  th»Ti  lu  diripul  idt  dflikncju  wbnlever.     J^a 
hare  no  ollior  principle  lo  aciount  for  his  conduotj 
whifJi  1  have  slated.    Suffice  it  for  mc  that  Lhiare  U  a 
ujHin  which  it  can  be  accounted  for  consialent  with  iniM 

■  'IliP  wnMs  flmiitcd  are  a  (luouiion  tirotn  o  Latin  ttmbnr,  Dirt  pr 
t  Uomer'a  lliail.  tlook  IIL.  line  lo,  - 

"  E&r'  tptoi  mpv^ti  Kirn  narix*"*"  iifx^W, 
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I  have  proved  the  substantive  crimes  which  I  have  stated.  7  JryBiTw. 
am  contented  to  rest  there  for  judgment.      But  I  have  A^r{rra\'atioii 
pent  much  of  your  Lordsliips'  time — I  hope  I  have  not  mis-  faiS?ao-  ^ 
pent  it — by  showing  that  these  crimes  were  not  only  gub- *^^""'*"^*** 
Inntivc  crimes^  as  breaches  of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  but 
bet  they  were  attended  with  all  the  circumstances  that  prove 
he  mafus  animus,  and  aggravate  the  commission  of  any  crime 
kliatever.     Many  of  your  Lordships  have  sat  in  courts  of 
jtaticc ;   many  of  your  Lordships,  who  have  not  sat  there, 
live  attended  there  as  spectators,'  as  I  may  have  done ;  and, 
i  believe,  your  Lordships  have  found  that,  in  all  criminal 
QMes,  it  has  always   been  considered  as  the  moi^t  powerful 
laedium,  next  to  positive  evidence,  and  sometimes  superior 
Bfen  to  positive  evidence  itself,  of  proving  the  guilt  of  any 
Iriminal,  that  he  has  given  false  accounts   relative   to  the 
banaoction,  upon  the  subject  of  the  criminal  inquiry. 
■    My  Lords,  in  the  case  of  the  condenmation  of  a  very  un-  ComparLion 
kippyt  but,  I  believe,  a  very  guilty,   man  to  the  greatest  a  coIivu-tcSi 
pnniBhmcnt  which  our  law  knows  for  the  greatest  crime — I  ™""^*'''' 
jwan   for  murder, —  the  judge  in  pronouncing  his  sentence 
iaed  these  words — **  In  your  case,  the  false  accounts  given 
It  yourself,  the  misrepresentations  that  you  have  held  out  to 
Kr  William  Wheler,  the  endeavours  that  vou  have  used  to 
prevent  a  full  inquiry  and  discovery  of  the  truth  of  the  case, 
Ihe  strange  conversations  which  you  have  held  at  different 
tfaneSyUnd  a  variety  of  other  circumstances,  leave  no  doubt  of 
four  guilt"*     The  judge  in  stating  that,  in  my  opinion,  did 
irell ;  for  there  can  be  no  greater  proof  of  the  truth  of  the 
bhargc  against  any  man  than   the  variety  of  false  accounts 
irhich  he  has  given  upon  the  subject. 

My  Lords,  this  was  upon  a  different  subject,  but  I  would 
ilmost  venture  to  apply  every  word  of  it  to  the  present 
laae: — **The  false  accounts  given  by  yourself,*' — I  have  stated 
dbundance  of  false  accounts  are  given  by  Mr.  Hastings. 
•  The  misrepresentations  that  you  have  held  out," — Mr. 
Elestings  has  held  out  misrepresentations  to  the  court  of 
Directors,  to  his  own  friends,  to  the  Hoard  at  Calcutta,  to 
die  House  of  Commons  upon  his  Defence,  and  to  every  one 
irith  whom  he  has  conversed  upon  the  subject.  "  The  en- 
deavours that  you  have  used  to  prevent  a  full  inquiry  and 

*  The  esse  referred  to  is  the  trial  of  Cupt  Donellan,  for  tlie  inunler,  by 
poiion,  of  his  brother-in-law,  Sir  Thcodosius  Boughton,  I^urt.  lie  was  cxe- 
— ^  oa  the  3rd  of  April,  1781. 
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twry 
wbicli  Mr.  Hiii*tiiij{a  luw  nsod  to  prevent  sm  iuqiuijattl 
eomlnct,  oui  I  ^  to  glron^cr  eviuiuice   iliaii  all  tkui 
ti))on  ilio  #iibj«ct  of  tlio  aoeusitioD  oT  N undctimnr ?    Vki 
piin»  )>fti-k  to  the  priscnls  antcriur  to  tbe  Act,  (faer>a 
which  lie  tnnkcs  of  nil  the  Cooijjany'a  questlmu,  wl» 
him,  with  rtspeti.  to  the  (Urcumctttncv*  tltcy  hul  k  r^  * 
atk,  m»  to  vhy  he  took  boiuU,  &-C-, — he  dinstuitlt 
thi*,  br  Bftv'iDg  "  1  G)ti>cr  thought  you  did  not  wnnt  u 
or  thai  I  Itad  f^vcn  uno."     **  Th'u  rimnge  cunvufBi' 
we   luTc   proved,  not   Mnuigp   conrcrsationi,   but 
writing*,  which  nn:  b«-tt4rr  thnn  eonvimatiiius,  lieaii 
IK  nut  likely  to  be  mtttitkcn. 

All  tbuM<  circinnstMitMn,   which,  iu  a  ouc  oC 
erimo — and  the  ffteaXeet  crime  at  leiut  ought  to  btj 
—  inn  caffe  oFtlto  ^natc»i  crime,  Kultji^rtinfr  a  maiki 
of  hie  liTc,  were  conndcrfcl,  nnd  rij^htly  cfmeiileml,  w 
nrcnmstiuieefl  of  proof  nf  the  guilt  of  thia  uofortnule 
;ri)ilty  man  to  whom  I  iilliKle-~all  tli<»c  utrcuinalsiia]  < 
in  tliu  caK  of  Mr.  llnftinp;*.     Fur  be  has  giren  «  I 
I'lUec  ncQQimlA,  n»  ti)»ny  inifT<;pn;»rntaliotkB,  be  bww 
muiiy   laitlcnvoiir*  to  prcvout   n  fnll  inquiry  and  dint 
of  tin:  truth  of  the  ease,  nod  he  lias  held  aa  taaaytb 
uooversntions  by  writing  ae  ever  this  man  did  by  won 
order  In  poncua!  his  criioce.     Thus  ho  wu»  giillty  iif  ill  I 
rliinp*.     Tltoy  were  not  Jiiere  breaches  of  the  Aot  »(  Pi 
tnunt,  but  they  ncre  corrupt  prc»cnta,  in  tbo  wonim 
the  word  corruptiou,  Inken  for  bad  ptirpoM^  by  biiD,aAd 
aftorwiirdji  Bpiilicd  to  tbe  hm:  of  tbt;  Compnny. 
»i^<Mi^>>       *""^  iv<irtl»,  "  aiiplii'd  to  Ih©  me  of  the  Conipany,"  Utii 
ofihoim-  to  tlic  only  (lerencc  whiclk  I  ean  conc«ivo  paaHIuctatBl 
uirutihii "  up  A>r  ibis  gentlenmii.     I  would  br-^  Iravo  tn  oakyanrl' 
^"""t"^'    thipt  tlicn,  convcrKint  na  you  nrc  with  the  law,  wbolb 

any  other  case  such  »  dcfcoco  conld  be  set  up  ? 

c,^„(a  At  the  time  when  foi^ory  was  only  a  misdcnieanoac 

•^fWThn   not  capital  bv  tbo  law,  if  a  nan  bad  tM.<«a  fuunil  gni"" 

"(iiMMnr'   forgery,  eouli  ho  possibly  avoid  tlic  pcnallicr*  of  thalw 

^"^"^     by  proving  tlmt  he  bad  paid  back  the  Bum   wludi  he 

frnudnlently  giiined  by   bis  forgery?     Ceriaioly  aet;  u 

could  be  no  doubt  upon  tbnt  subject :  but  there  is  a  _ 

decision  upon  tbnt,  I   believe,  by  Chief  Huron  I'cnjjdijt 

the   case   of  Hall.       But  it   i»  not    worth  while  tn  qa 

n  case  iipim  the  subject.  bocauHe  it  hi  clear  in  [tointof* 

thnt  he  thiit  has  done  a  mminnl  act  eIwII  not  get  pi 
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xninal  act  by  merely  disclmrging  himself  of  the  profit  7  Jl-wb  itoo. 
aaade  by  it. 

itate  it  more  fiimiliarly,  I  should  like  to  put  it  in 
se  of  coiTuption.  It  is  illegal  in  this  country  to  coii.jianson 
bribe  for  the  election  of  a  member  of  Pjirlianient.  fj/roiilc^[o!r'* 
trcre  proved  upon  any  man  that  he  had  taken  a  on>,Vrii"-**' ' 
or  his  vote,  in  the  election  of  a  member  of  Par-  """t. 
; — if  it  could  be  proved  by  any  member  of  your  ■J/'parJiai"^*^ 
ips'  House,  or  of  the  House  of  Parliament  to  which  ""'»*. 

the  honour  to  belong,  —  which  I  trust  will  never  }iu!l!"nry. 
vcd  asrainst  anv  iiieuiber  of  either, — that  we  had 
.  bribe  for  our  vote  in  Parliament, — would  it  be  any 
>n,  would  it  1)8  listened  to  as  an  excuse  for  having 
the  law  in  that  inst^ancc,  that  we  could  prove  that, 
the  indictment  was  preferred  against  us,  we  had 
r  either  paid  back  that  bribe  to  the  person  who  gave  it 
ind  given  it  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  or  for  any  other 
puq)osc  whatever? 

ight  be  said  in  that  ca^e,  what  is  the  crime  of  a  mcm- 
?arliament  taking  money — I  am  putting  by  the  case 
lector, —  what  is  the  crime  of  a  member  of  Parliament 
money  for  his  vote  ?  The  crime  is,  first  of  all,  that 
nkn  the  law.  The  next  crime  is,  that  he  makes 
'  less  fit  to  do  the  duty  and  to  execute  the  public 
lat  belongs  to  his  station. 

all  these  arguments  are  against  Mr.  Ha^tinirs.  He 
iken  the  law  ;  and  he,  by  accepting  these  bribes,  had 
icnce  upon  his  mind  which  rendered  him  lees  fit  to 
e  the  duties  of  his  public  station.  Mr.  Hastings  says, 
Defence — *'  I  took  the  bribes  indeed,  but  I  acted  as  I 
have  done  if  I  had  not  taken  them.  Did  I  spare 
Sing  on  account  of  the  bribe  he  paid  me  ?  Certainly 
Would  it  be  any  defence  of  any  member  of  either 
to  say — "  Certainly,  1  took  the  bribe,  but  I  can  ])rovc 
icted  contrary  to  the  intention  of  him  who  gave  it  me?" 
astings  might  say,  "I  took  it  myself,  but  I  gave  it  to 
blic."  So  we  might  say, — "  We  took  it  nominally  for 
res,"  and  might  add  the  same  merit  ]Mr.  Hastings  a<lds  ; 
lay  say  that,  by  taking  a  bribe  for  my  vote  which  did  not 
ICC  it,  and  by  transferring  that  bribe  to  the  Sinking  Fund, 
cd  a  sum  of  money  to  the  ])ul)lic  which  it  could  never 
lad  in  any  other  sliai)e,  except  through  my  bribery  and 
ition.  There  is  no  difference  between  the  two  cases. 
>pose  the  case  to  be,  as  I  have  stated,  of  a  member  of  wMeof  a 
koicnt ; — supiK)s<i  it  was  the  case  of  a  member  of  Parlia-  ttUng? 
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jJimiTw.  tafMt  or  nne  nf  tlic  King's  Mioutcrv,  as  to  fimi^ctn 
bfii^^l^M.tioDs— fflticlt  laav  in  Mine  rcspecu  appear  Dcvrrthe 
*25  '""  '"  "^'*y  "  ^•''  •  jtit  BD.  Sn|)|]:tic  any  of  lus  Uijerfj' 
MliiUleni  vrcro  tn  dike  n  brilw  rmiii  nnr  of  tlio  VrrnM 
lCuni|tu,  WDuk)  it  would  be  n  f^iod  pli-n.  nticn  wcaiA 
llint  ufteiice,  to  :Q)' — "  It  i»  Iruc  I  totik  llic?  tiribc,  but  1 1 
w)  for  from  ]Mtllln|r  it  in  my  povkct  tliat  I  tunl  ilbcl 
King'*  iecn>t  Mrniee,  in  wliirli  I  ivaj  intnuted.  I  otd 
thnt  wwiiunr  for  it,  mid  every  ifliiJlini;  which  I  fwciwd* 
lite  Miniriler  nf  \\\a.  or  thitt  rrtiic«  or  riTpuldir  in  Kanpt 
iipnilcd  to  (he  sctJ-i't  wjrvicc  ntiincy  of  Grtai  nritaitL" 

rh»l  is  Mr.  HiL^tin^^ii' iIcrKnc^i- — "  I  bmVe  ibe  li*i 
rwt'Wi'd  imiDi'y  fmtu   NobkiMin;    I   roccivcd  tnouty  f 
KcUifrjtn]   1  rcGoinnl  iiioniiy  rnim   Sodonuad;  I  ncf 
iDoney  from  DiDngo|M>ro;  from   Ntiddca;  from  theWi 
biit  nil  ihii  maooy  I  ucpendcd  ntllirr  in  public  sernBa' 
the  •corot  wrripwe,  ta  I  state,  of  th«  Comiwity,  in  tho  «• 
diturv  iif  wbich  I  was  iiilruvtcd."     No  t<u>-Ji  pica  waaU 
vuiliircd.     The  onawei'  Vfotild  bo  plain  and  obiioDf- 
gnined  tbnl  money  for  tfao  public  la  a  Bcauilidiiii*  w«?, 
gntory  to  llio  public  honour,  and  liare  mlhtf 
tbao  piitliatrd  your  crime  by  iovolvinj;   tbc  pui 
diibonour  and  ehonic  (Imt  belongs  only  to  yinirrdf"    1 
would  i.a,y  thaX,  na  it  wna  dinhiDDDunibltf  to  the  nublJr, ' 
VIM  ill  an  Piiual  pniimrtion  unsafe  fi>r  Ibu  pnbbc;  fcf 
would  say  that,  if  tlii»  or  that  MiniitttT,  or  if  ihii  or 
iiietnber  of  Parlinment,  prenumoe  1o  tako  nuiney  iu  ibii 
uml  give*  it  to  tlio  public,  how  do  wo  know  bat  he 
inilliiDns  bobind  which  Im  conoeab  iindi^r  tbe  farotiriif 
which  lie  dijHWvcr*, — which  he  kwps  fi>r  Iii* 
purposes '{ 
bftrunior        In  every  view,  the  defence  ia  rather  an  aggntvaUon  *d 
wBuntiVr  o'itnc.     Uut  cvcn  that  defence,  iuch  as  it  io,  doco  not 
^[Ji^J^   to  all  tlio  presents  ho  has  taken  ;  because,  a*  tn  tbi!  nnWi 
»in»m>»       which    I    have   hitlierlo   forborne   to   nbscrvc   pai  ' 
^«lnt<w<i«.  upon — I   mean  the    pr«»cnt   from   Nobkitcin — he 
J^PJJJJI"'  "I  received  il  from  PJobkiastn;    I  offered  to  borrow Sj 
kiNrin,        desired  to  give  it  me." 

Tliei-o  ia  an  Act  of  PiirliaTnunt,  ToUMcd  since  the  , 
witicli  I  allude,  and  tliervforo  which  does  mit  umlofilili 
attacli  upun  ATr.  Hftt>ting«  as  nil  Act  of  Pnrliant(<Bl,  I 
wbinh  may  vurvc  a*  a  commont  upon  [mat  law*,  kdiI  ■ 
doclaration  of  what  i«  tho  meaning  and  the  iWMeoTl 
Legislature  of  Great  Bntaia-- there  is  an  Act  ptWMd,  vU 
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■ays,  that  all  demands  for  money  in  India  of  natives  by  7  JrxE  1790. 
Englishmen,  under  such  circumstances,  shall  be  considered. 
M  extortion.  That  Act  of  Parliament  certainly  did  not 
attach  upon  Mr.  Hastings;  but  when  your  Lordships  con- 
nder  that  he  was  Governor  General,  that  he  applied  and 
solicited  for  a  loan  from  Nobkissin,  and  that  Nobkissin  chose 
lather  to  give  him  the  money  than  to  lend  it  either  to  him 
or  the  Company,  whatever  Mr.  Hastings  might  conceive, 
there  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  Nobkissin  considered  him- 
self ns  a  person  upon  whom  extortion  was  committed. 

Why  did  Mr.  Hastings  take  it  ?    He  says,  because  he  was  Piea  of  dig- 
in  f^reat  distre:*3,  and  that  his  salary  was  not  at  that  time  ^^^^^^, 
paid.     We  have  proved  that,  in  this  time,  when  he  says  hjs^^"8?P**^ 
•alary  was  not  paid,   he  had  an   opportunity  of  remitting 
20,000/.  to  Great  Britain,  a  sum  which  makes  two  thirds  of 
the  present  from  Nobkissin.      We  have,  therefore,  proved 
that  the  pretence  for  that  is  fal!»e.     But  did  he  receive  it  for  Admiwdon 
the  benefit  of  the   public?     He  tells  you,  no!      He  say8pligC"of 
fiurly — "  I  took  that  sum  of  money  to  reimburse  myself  ****-' ™®°*^y* 
expenses  " — expenses  which  you  have  alluwed  ?    no — '^  cx- 
pences  which  you  have  expressly  forbidden ! "     For  I  beg  to 

Eit  your  Lordships  in  mind  that  we  have  brought  in  evi- 
nce before  you  a  letter  from  the  Directors  subsequent  to 
the  Act  of  1763,  in  which  they  state  that  they  consider  the 
salary  of  the  Governor  so  complete  a  provision,  exclusive  of 
all  other  pcrquisit  fj,  that  they  consider  it  as  gratuitous  to 
Mr.  Hastings  that  they  allow  him  even  to  occupy  their 
house  at  Calcutta, — so  far  from  allowing  for  employing  an 
aid-de-canip  and  other  contingent  charges. 

He  states  that  he  took  it,  and  then  tells  the  Company, 
in  direct  contradiction  to  his  letter  written  three  years 
before, — 

"  If  you  think  this  will  be  mischievous  as  a  precedent,  all  I  can  say  is, 
that  it  will  ])e  less  mischievous  than  leaving  me  "— ^nth  all  the  merits 
vluch  he  fc^  to  himself  upon  that  occasion — *'  in  tlie  situation  of  a 
man  who,  having;  spent  his  Hfe  in  the  accuniuhition  of  cron*s  for  your 
benefit,  is  clocjmed  in  its  close  to  suil'er  the  extremity  of  pri^'atc  want  and 
to  sink  in  obscurity/'  * 

With  regard  to  the  extremities  of  private  want,  we  have  Answer  to 

proved  to  your  Lordships  remittances  upon  Mr.  Hastings'  want. 

account  to  the  amount  of  between  200,000/.  and  300,000/.,  a 

•  Extract  from  letter  t'.»  the  Directors,  21st  Tcbruary,  1784. — Printed  in  the 
Minutes  of  the  Kvidcuce/*  p.  1 1 20. 
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3*0  SuMtntHff  tif  KviJrHr*  Mr  l/n  GtA.  Hh  utmi  Wlk.  TAuryu: 

T  JprniKgrvnt  |nrt  uf  which  wiu  rcniiltcd  In  liU  umi  ailatnia.  Ii  I 
ttint  wty  year  wc  provo  tlio  trmiHanT  nf  5*i.0<XV  Tf  ^ 
hAvc  nUu  •ul)iuitti!i]  III  yunr  Lanl."'!''         '  '  " 

ingp*,  written  tlircc  yuan  biforo     ■ 
nx»\n  tliB),  if  llicy   will  givL-  hiin 

pund  ;  il  will  coablc  him  to  Uvc  v,iL!   ..    , . 

the  Mluntiim  vrliidi  he  hae  held;  but  he^avc, ii.i>  iniw  %\iS 
they  hnvir  inirtnittctl  hini  to  fill  that  govertunciit  ku  onltJ 
him  to  rcnIiMi  it  forlune,  with  which  hu  can  be  rjinlciiliiJaA 
more  hiitnhli!  aUticill. 

Tfaut  i*  hi>  d^^'t'criutioii  of  hl«  circuiiutnncc*  in  I7S3-  Fn 
thiil  tiiiiL-  !n;  cryoycu  for  two  ^enra  lunger,  tw  the  ptriodrfli 
letters  from  the  Gmijr««,  the  same  lucrative  ctSce.  AAk 
having  renntwl  this  ninple  mlnry  for  twci  ycnn  tuotCiV 
comes  to  tell  your  LonUhip*  that  he  i*  reduced  to  the  Bil~ 
initiee  nf  pri\-ate  want  1  I  hope  your  LonWiiptAiJ 
iinnginc  nie  to  euppoee,  when  I  epcak  of  nunittjuic{*i  ^ 
nwy  )>G  tlie  circiunatsncea  of  tlie  defendant.  I  koo*  A? 
way  he  very  far  frnni  good.  I  only  show  you,  that,  ttvUt 
Inw  way  of  tukinjr  it,  tiicy  are  not  6uch  a*  to  aaj  EjigW 
mind  give  an  idc»  of  llie  cxlremiticit  of  primlc  moL  » 
>■  mention  this  luu-ticulnr  present  bcciutsc  it  w  one  wbit^y 
proft^Meilly  wiKhet  to  he  npplie<l  to  Ititi  own  pnr^wct,' 
which  he  put*  in  cliecharRC  of  whnt  he  calls  «  conluif* 
lilll,  UDBUtnoriBiHl  by  tlio  Comnnny,  directly  contmy  UitW 
ihcv  Hiatc  tliat  the  sobry  aliidl  stand  in  lieu  of  the  vhoIiA 
and  which  he  confeanes  he  had  not  intended  to  bring  bt* 
Company's  account. 

In  thi*  renpeot  he  niuy  bo  ooowlruefl  c^uoly — "Ifti* 
impiirie<<  In  the  Honne  of  Commons, — if  thiisc  IfiW 
chnrj^cv  of  miiliulininiiitration, — h.n(I  nut  taken  plao^iia 
ibfHc  circiimMtiuicc)!  hud  not  forced  me  to  make  auuwitWi? 
I  hiid  not  been  forced  to  discover  to  yon  what  I  receiwl  «• 
Kelierum, — whftt  Gunga  Govind  Sing  receiv^  fnraitfni 
Dinnpcpore,— if  I  lind  not  been  forced  Ui  girt  up  •D*' 
sirticlos'' — which  we  etnto  in  this  charge — "I  »hi»uUnW 
have  thought  of  thia  paltry  account  of  30,000t;  bat.* 
huve  been  i'orced  by  all  these  cirouoistiinces  to  do  it.  I  ■< 
keep  iis  much  of  the8i>  prcsentH  as  I  can,  and  I  iiM*t  vj 
this,  Kobkiesin's  pruBent,  to  pay  mc  that  for  which  fne 
thought  of  Bpplyiiig  lit  all,  nnd  for  which  I  can  Iiavc  ao  nt** 
to  be  jmid."  la  it  not  ti  sort  of  ostentation  tn  fny  itu  ■«• 
an  indlviduid,  would  not  have  come  upon  the  Co<np«Bj  ft 
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layment  of  money  which  he  was  intitled  to — an  ostcnta-  7  juke  1790. 
which  he  hue  complained  of,  and  been  in  a  manner  very 
liary  studious  of  avoiding? 

y  Lords,  the  next  subject  upon  which  I  have  to  speak  The  suc- 
»ur  Lordships  is  of  a  very  peculiar  nature  indeed ;  it  is  cimiv^^con- 
lined  in  the  fourteenth  Article  of  these  charges.     We  i'ltii  ArUde! 
coupled  with  this  the  charge  of  the  fourteenth  Article, 
use,  though  the  guilt  stated  in  the  fourteenth  Article  is 
different  nature,  yet  it  is  such  as  may  in  some  instances 
17  light  upon  the  present. 
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CONTrSlTATION  OF  THE  SPEECH  OF  THE  BT. 
CHARLES    JAMES    FOX.    MANAGEIi    FOR 
HOITSK   OF  COMMONS,    IX    SUMMlSt;   UP  TI 
EVIliENCE     ON     TIIK    SIXTH.     SEVESTH   iS 
Fl^irBTEKNTB,    ARTICLES     OF    THE    ClUKG 
KKLA  riSG  TO  PRESENTS  i    9  JcsE,  I79a 

M.      Mt  LnoDA, — At  the  time  wbco  ymir  LiinUhipE  tSn 

b  mi!  to  leave  uff,  tta  Jbtuoday  loil,  I  wns  nlwut  in  dnirn 

^  altflntion  to  Ihut  piirt  fiT  ibti  evidence  wbieli  luu  been  I 

heriiru  von  (luring  tliu  tcseinn,  and  which  rdntett  bi  tlw  fn 

tt.NiDth  Arljclu  oC  ttiii*  dinrge ;  to  ihnl  sulijixt  i  iliiU,  tfa 

fore,  now,  wltli  your  leave,  procociL 

nwpwim       My  Limiri,  it  utay  [>erIiii]M  \>a  neecsmry-  to  bcf^n  ■ 

jyjJJI'^^  dlifvrvin';  tlint  it  niiiy,  un  \Xw-  ^rxt  np[i««raii[:c.  fccm  nmn 

ein^^ulor,  that  wc  should  bring  lu  a  cliar^rc  ngatnst  Ur.  H 

ing«  a  jircscnt  which  wc  don't  prove  he  nocL-pted,  bat  ^ 

on  the  fftcc  ofit.it  at)pcar«  ho  refui^L-di  but,  when  jviuiill 

to  tlie  evidence  whicD  hat  been  given  oa  ihli  sulijed. 

will  be  convinced  that  all  that  is  laid  iindfir  lh«  rh«g 

the  fnurtceiitl]  Article  \»  Ftriclly  true,  and  that  it  animitl 

A  considerable  degree  of  criaiiniuity,  adiUHl  In  that  UiJ  tw 

your  Lordships  in  the  evidence  no  the  hixiIi  Article  of  da 

-^^     ■  llut,  at  the  aarae  time,  we  are  desirous  of  nrnceiiding  » 

I  ^uiiMiT?   Article  iiumpdiatclyeubai'tiuent  to  the  9ixUi(bccau^v(i 

mi-  *~  reive  thnt  the  conduct  tif  Mr.  Haalings  on  the  bofian 

^^'twl  ^'i*'  fourteenth  Article  will  m^rve  to  tltrow  ooDetderaUo  I 

■v*''*^        npon  nil  ht«  uondtict  r(^pccttng  those  cirounutuuM Hi 

were  charged   in  the  cixth  Article,  and  which  I  muA 

your  Li)r(I«hip8  on  Monday. 

hMentor        This  Article  relati^s  to  an  offer  made  lo  5lr.  Haeti^gi 

mJ»{       the  VVazir,  in  17^2,  of  a  present  of  ten  luKii  of  rupcrii  i 

^g[^      wo  think  that  the  evidence  before  your  Lortlfthijif  will  e 

vincc  you  that  [hia  conduct]  with  reganl  to  the  pre* 

tliDugh  he  nppcarn  in  words  to  refiise  ii,  anil   lh[in{;h  %t 

no  means  pretend  to  prove  tlut  he  d'vX,   in  point  of  fi 

'  fi'"'S«"  ''^^'''''*'  ^^*^  whole  or  any  part  of  it,  yet  wa«  socji  ai  i 

'  '  "  tuwrn.   incoujistcnt  with  the  duty  of  his  situation,  tending  lo  M 

l^hiu!'  I'ud  example  with  reaped  lo  all  ihu  scrmotB  in  Indu;  ■ 
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hat,  in  the  whole  of  the  business,  he  was  guilty  of  a  very  o  Jryg  1790. 
riminal  neglect  with  respect  to  the  Company's  interests, 
All  more  particularly  in  not  inquiring  what  had  become  of 
» consideratile  part  of  the  money  which  seems,  as  far  as  we 
an  collect  from  the  evidence,  to  have  been  actually  advanced, 
wit  which  certainly,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Hastings,  was 
dually  advanced,  from  t!ie  Wazir,  for  the  purpose  of  this 
irescnt 

The  first  paper  which  we  shall  produce  upon  this  subject,  Mr.  Hm»t. 
lecausc  it  is  the  first  authentic  proof  we  have  of  the  oftcr  of  «tSctiI>n8 
lOy  eum  whatever,  is  Mr.  Hastings'  instructions  to  Major  i^aiuJ^^r? 
.'i^mcr,  which   appears    upon    the   consultations,  not  at  or 
ibout  the  time  in  which  those  instructions   were  actually 
^Ten,    but   considerably  above  a  year   subsequent    to   the 
leriod  in  which  thev  were  sent : — I  allude  to  the  consulta- 
ion  of  the  21st  of  October,  1783,  which  is  in  page  1265  of 
rour  Minutes.     In  that  consultation  the  Governor^General 
ays: — 

•*  The  frfqiicnt  use  which  has  bcrn  lately  marie  of  Major  Puliner*^ 
■me  in  the  rcrorrls  of  the  l.-ite  transaction  at  Luck  now,  the  assertion 
Bade  by  Mr.  Johnson  in  his  dtfence,  that  Major  IVhncrwas  at  l.ucknow 
11  the  character  of  a  political  aj^cnt,  and  the  i)rivate  sufrireations  which 
ATC  been  conveyed  to  me  of  niisronstnirtions  passed  on  the  natun*  and 
ilject  of  Major  Palmer's  deputation,  compel  me  to  lay  hefon*  the  Hoard 
he  original  instructions  which  he  n'ceived  from  me,  and  which,  if  I  can 
nut  to  my  own  recollection  and  the  rule  of  conduct  which  I  have 
B^-wiahly  prescribed  to  myself  in  cases  of  this  kind,  wi-n*  both  seen  and 
.pprored  of  by  the  actual  members  of  the  Hoard.  I  own  that  it  i.s  with 
ductancc  that  I  present  them.    They  were  not  intended  to  be  reconled  ;  • 

lieir  primar}'  object  beinj;  more  to  quiet  the  mind  (i{  the  Nabob,  to 
rlioin  1  owed  that  return  of  attention  for  the  honest  attachment  which 
le  shoiATd  to  me  when  he  thou^dif.  me  in  distn-ss  and  my  person  in 
iviffer,  than  foranvotli  t  purpose.  This  must  account  for  the  unapplied 
wads  of  memorandums  with  which  the  instructions  conclude.  I  cannot 
tthiatime,  were  it  necess.py,  explain  them,  but  know  that  they  were 
leii^^ned  only  t«  i>reserve  his  recollection  of  the  loose  and  undetermine<l 
deas  which  I  had  cji::i:i-.:7:icated  to  him  in  conversation  respectinjjf 
hem." 

And^  my  Lord:*,  these  are  tlie  instructions,  which  you  will 
ind  in  the  suhscquent  page  of  your  Minutes  : — 

*  Extnct  of  a  Letter  from  Warren  Flastinj^s  to  Major  William  Palmer, 

dated  Ft)rt  William.  (Mh.  May,  17Sl>. 

••  •  Fourthly, — The  Nabob  Vizier  having,  by  an  intimation  made  to 
Mr.  Middleton  in  the  month  of  February  last,  been  pleased  to  express 
lis  desire  to  make  me  a  present  often  lacks  of  rupees,  and  re(pu*sted  my 
nevious  consent  and  acceptance  of  the  same,  1  desin^  you  will  make  my  TimIitHhc 
leknowledgments  in  proper  terms  for  this  instance  of  his  liln'rahty  an^  the  prfacnt 
jenevolence,  and  acquaint  him  that  1  am  precluded  from  accepting  it  by  jjutinn. 


374  Stttnmiii/  of  Evidmre  oh  the  6lh,  ~Ut  asid  1-llJi,  fbr^ 

>  tfM^  nuHtjmnititioaa.lial  bjr  one  eip«ci»Ilf ,  wbidi  1  bcpi  Inm  to  Ukcbin 

~        ntrt,  nusrlf ,  thil,  if  1  h*il  tvcetvvil  it  at  tbe  ttme  a>  wbkfa  the  torn 

It  n*  mwlt.  it  minU  haro  hnn  liable  lo  oovaAmctiMiv  enn  m  b* 

brcMt.  ID  n|iM|itiBnl  iti  tkn  iliaiiilrnMtMl  bia)il9lit|i  wUm  1  pidMl 

biar  lovftttU  blin,  lb>t  bo  dwndi'nitkin  of  paMwU  [ViA  cndl  M 

UidoMil  lur  tti  nocicpt  it  B>  luch  tuu>nl, 

imtk        If  b«  iJiaulil  nsicw  the  .iircr  In  jron,  jroii  wiO  rnhno  Ub  ||0< 

■nuT*  ■>14«^>io  nowin*  tht  •■ai*.  ajid  it  inaupcmbk  j  bai  tittt,  2  bt  «i 

■  nlr««nt  iu  traiuliv  it  to  Uie  C<iDiiMtiy  for  tbr  relief  ti  Ik' 

■W'      knuHii  iJiatresaM,  t  will  *cr<rm  it  -it  tlii-ir  bvWf  voh 

fw|nal  til  ihst  wkidi  I  iliuald  have  Mt  util  rtptcMol  fat  the  ciA  i 
trMn  tiuilr  to  iDfKlf,  the  wuit*  nf  tbr  (.'-ampanj  b«U^  at  tlia  li 
Dijiiri  uinixTn  to  nil.-  *(  niT  own.  Let  him  uniicraiuiEl  ih.nMibJRnn 
■nii  br  will  «(«  in  niv  mriiwit  thui  qtuliGnl  ihr  tnott 
tii  ta;  fnmiliUip  for  rilm  wiA  iT>|nr<l  fur  bis  iatciat>.' ' 


nw. 

Madii 
ihmwli  Ml 

ICUMun. 


ddwiwli 


,  .armaigui  iiF 


Three  arc  tho  ipatructioQ*  uiv^n  In  Mnjnr  Pslnwr  oa 
Olh  of  Miiv.  which  undnubwdly  [>roTo  the  firei  fan  irl 
wu  aUi;};e.  natDcly,  tbnt  in  (hi-  moDth  uf  Keltrunr}- 1781) 
an  oflcr  wns  made  to  Mr  Iliwtin;^  by  the  Wadr, 
eontfiiil  tliBt  the  circiinivftuicc  of  thiii  off'^r  hovJiig  hem  a 
ao  early  in  February  through  Mr.  Mifldk^tun,  xu  it  ajipan 
though  wo  have  ntit  hcfurt'  )'uur  I»r«L<hi|i»,  nor  doct  it  ^ 
ill  any  publio  proceotlince  of  the  Cuinpnny,  ihnt  fbcn 
liny  wpy  whatever  of  that  letlvr  fWnn  Mr.  MidcUetn 
Mr  Kiutingii  which  contains  this  ofTur,— we  i-tmti^&d  ll 
thul  oflt-r  n{tpenriDg  to  hnve  liceii  inndc  rn  KchruaTT,i 
Mr  Hniitinf!:*  having  Uken  no  miltcv  tu  Mr  Mifhllcloauri 
I  t<ubji-ct,  and  oniking  no  aitsM'vr  till  the  6l)t  ut*  Mat  irWil 
'  he  shonhl  ncevpt  ur  rcfiiM:  it,  diil  «wt  no  exnmpio  of  tltt  Vll 
con8c<]u<-nci.-s  to  Mr  Mi<I<Ileton  and  all  nthcr  petsm 
quuioted  with  the  tran^nction  ;  leaving  him  with  m  i 
thai  iin  offer  of  a  present  from  the  Wiirir  was  tat  nfferlt 
Mr.  Ua^liiigfl  might  accept  without  any  breach  i/  ixKf 
the  Company,  and  thereby  £«tliiig  an  cxaiujilv  to  Mr-U 
dletoD  and  all  othcrit  that,  if  such  an  offer  ucre  mado  Ut  ' 
it  wiui  no  {inrt  of  (ht-ir  duty  inmietiintcly  and  tuebiatlj 
reject  it. 
'  We  contend  al»<>  thnt  the  v«ry  mode  of  rejflctiopla! 
letter — all  uurticulur  as  it  ii<  nml  c)mracteni<tic  of  i>iW  «n 
nmn'M  jtcouliar  niimoGr^^is  a1i!o  vi;ry  dett-ctivo ;  Iiccvue 
obvious  rcuwn  that  Mr.  Ha»Ung<  ought  In  havt  iriveot 
refusal  of  thi»  offer  ought  to  have  boeji,  ihnt  he  eouM  BOt, 
the  law  of  hie  country  and  by  the  onlcr  nf  Ku  mart 
accept  it.  If  he  had  made  that  proper  umjwcr  to  Uw  Ktv 
it  would  have  been  an  answer  beDo&cial  ttt  the  intervte  tt 
Conpaoy  and  ihe  good  order  mid  behuvioar  of  thvir  nniu 
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lecauflc  it  not  only  would  have  been  a  declaration  to  a  consider-  i*  Juxr  irw. 
Me  prince  of  that  country  that  the  servants  of  the  Comj)any 
K>ula  by  no  means  accept  the  offer,  a  circumstance  of  which 
le  was  apprised,  but  it  would  have  added  an  intimation  of 
irhich  he  was  not  at  all  apprised — that  the  servants  of  the 
Company  did  mean  to  obey  the  laws  of  their  country  and 
the  orders  of  their  master?. 

There  are  several  circumstances  to  be  observed  in  this 
letter,  of  a  peculiar  nature.      He  says  that  he  is  precluded 
from    accepting  it  by   many   conditions,    but   he  does   nut 
eren,   as    I  stated  before,  enumerate  his    duty  as  one   of 
diese  conditions.      He  says  tliat  the  acceptance  of  such  a 
nim  at  such  a  time,   even  in  the  Nawab  s  own  breast,  car- 
ried some  doubt;?  of  the  disinterestedness  of  his  friendship  to 
him.     It  is  hardly  credible  that  this  letter  should  have  been 
irritten  with  respect  to  an  offer  made  in  February,  when  we 
have  proved,  and  the  defendant  has  repeatedly  confessed, 
Ihatj  prior  to  that,  when  the  Nawab  was  in  so  much  distress  prcviniM 
Bgy  in  the  defendant's  opinion,  to  justify  a  measure  which  fHSJ/*{h"*^^ 
nothing  in  the  world  could  justify — he  had  then,  with  all  JJ,"^***' 
his  disinterested  friendship  to   the   Nawab,  accepted  of  a 
present  to  the   amount   of   ten  lacs   of  rupees — 100,' 00/. 
Why  he  should  imagine  that  to  accept  it  at  the  time  of  the 
treaty  of  Chunar — at  the  time  when  the  Nawab  was  stipu- 
lating for  advantages  to  himself  from  Mr.  Hastings — that 
to  accept  at  such  a  period  100,000/.  was  a  proof  of  the  dis- 
interestedness of  his  friendship,    I    shall    leave   to   him    to 
explain.     I  am  sure  it  was  not  a  measure  tending  to  impress 
the  mind  of  the  Nawab  with  the  idea  with  which  it  ought  to 
be  impressed — that  the  servants  knew  their  duty  too  well  to 
have  anything  to  do  with  any  gifts  whatever.      However,  Hwpropowa 
there  is  in  the  latter  i)art  of  this  fletterl  a  clause,  i    w  hich  J?*""**!**  ^ 
he  begs  the  ^awab  to  consider  that  he  will  accept  it  ononbehair 
behalf  of  the  Company    with  the  same  thankfulness  ;    he  pauy.^  ^°*' 
gays, — 

"  I  will  accent  it  on  their  behulf  with  a  thank fiihiess  equal  to  that 
which  I  shouhi  have  felt  and  expressed  for  the  {j^ft  had  it  been  made  to 
myself,— the  wants  of  the  Company  beinjjf  at  this  time  of  equal  concern 
to  me  as  my  own.  Lf*t  him  understand  this  subject  riprhtly,  and  he  vnXl 
wet  in  my  refusal,  thus  qualified,  the  most  convincing  proof  of  my 
friendship  to  bim.'* 

My   Lords,  it  is  evident  by  this  that  this  letter  comes  indication 
from  a  person  who  has  been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  pre-ofreo^hlil^ 
sentSy  both  from  the  Nawab  Wazir  and  other  persons  in  his  i'"*<^°**' 
situation  ;  because  he  is  so  apprehensive  that  a  circumstance 
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JnrniM.  wliivlt  vroukl  appear  sii  tiniMiml  aim]  NirprisitiK  i"  tbe  Xnik 
—  — hill  rttfusinK  a  present — vliuuld  be  coDsiiUrwl  ly  tam 
any  ninrk  of  difiplisnMin:  iir  niiy  [M-nuRal  affiuat  Ih  lii 
that  lie  lltinkii  it  m-ousviry  to  ivc  norde  of  <]ualifi«itMa  i 
e^LCime,  l'-'»t  ihi^  Nuwat)  fhoulil  lliiuk  thU  mQdai!).  ta  i 
m  Mr.  Ilitittn;^,  fo  cxtrnordiDary,  Ht  Hnfx\tectvi\,  iru 
rouU  of  uny  diaiDolioaliua  U>  liini  uod  h'n  iulcn^M. 

There  arc  otlier  very  peculiar   oircunuifanctt*  alMd 
tliM  pm»ciiL     In  aluKut  all  tliiHe  present)  wkieh  1  liaJ 
lioDoiir  U>  )tlnt«   In  your  lAinUliipA   tm    MomUy.  bom 
they  (lifFiT  in  n  variety  uf  rjrruiiisuince^  wiiIi  rrspcM  !• 
dnniir«  nf  tht^ni,  willi  n'3|M'*-t  Ui  tlii>  time  and  jfrindi  oft 
discorcTj',  y«t  tlioy  have  nmsl  uf  them  one  circunistoDce 
eiiiiilarity — I  im->n,  tlinl  in  no  one  inttnnvc  tiid  be  e\a 
tnuiiicitttt  the  receipt  of  noy  of  these  |)rc»cnt*  lo  any  eoc 
bit  uolliamics  !q  India.  ImL  io  all  uf  them,  ot  aiinie  ]«nod 
other,  holioBeta  that  he  ha.«  communicated  ibcra  to  tbcc 
oC  Dinictora.       Was  that  a  conduct  of  piire  caprice  < 
conduct  arising  from  guilt  ?     IIo  must  ^tnte  it  to  be  a 
duct  arising  neither  from  guiH  nor  cnprifi^  but  ariijiu  I 
an  idea,  prevalent  iu  Ms  inind,  that  tbc  coniinnuicnlMn 
lUefie  prcsGiitd  tn  Ida  colleagues  in  India  innat  Im:  mtMhW *ii 
and  tl>at  the  coniiiiunication   of  llti'm    tu    the  Oirrcton 
ICnglnnd  wa«  lc*»  cxceptkmabli'-     He  gives  a  rooMo 
thitl  wbicb  I  do  nut  well  nndertlond ;   but  ut  the  tame 
Mr.   linstinrrs,  I  siippotfc,  iimlcr^tood  nbal   he  wrote, 
suppoaeH  tbero  u  some  force  io  it 

My  Lords,  in  tbic  letter  from  Cheltenhnin,  which  b 
page   1152  of  your  Lord.»1iipa'  Uiuutea,  liu  [^ve*  tliii 
toil,  ^'^i"  >  '>6  ^y^ — "  ^^^  ^'^  ^  know  bow  I  could  Imvc  fltain 
—  that  i«,  the  money  he  liad  privately  received—"  *i 
np})«aring  to  court  favour  by  an  tMteiitalion  whii:h  I  t 
doJacd."     I  never  did  undcKlnnd  the  iiieanins;  of  thai' 
tcnce ;    but  if  it  haa  any  meaning — if  Mr.   IListingi  i 
afraid  of  cuiirtjng  the  Invour  of  lii»  co11ea)>ue8  by  an  oileii 
tatiun  which  he  disdained — if  he  wsh  nfruid  uf  thai  h 
iniu-  reeiicct  to  all  the  prcscuta  whidi  I  wtatcd  upon  n  fottaer  dij 
thB  ^'^y  ^^  ^^  ""'  afraid  of  tlmt  upon  tliis  prcwtii  ! — and  * 
does   lic,  iiiMin  thia  occjision,  make  his  boast   that  at  ' 
earliest   oiiportunity  ho  did   convev  to   bin  eolleo^es 
ofl'cr  of  this   pi-cacnt  ?      He   certamly  docs   convey  it 
Klainr  Palmer,  but  ho  lian<it3  aAcrwards  that  he  dM,at 
earlier  period,  convey  the  inlormation  uf  thia  to  M&    ' 
phcraou  and  lu»  colleiiguca. 


ffixr 

t  AiollTvbf 

f  Luou. 
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"  Nor  without  tlic  chnncc  of  exciting  the  joaloupy  of  my  ojineitoo- 
olleagucs  by  the  oon?tnictivc  as!?enion  of  a  separate  and 
inparticipatcil  merit,  derived  from  the  inHiieuce  of  my  Aw- 
ion*  to  which  they  mij^lit  have  hiid  an  equal  chiim/' 
'.  do  not  pretend  to  transhitc  or  to  exphun  these  words;  but,  imonsis- 
rhatever  it  was  tl)at  he  feared — namely,  "the  clianee  offomfiict. 
ixciting  the  jealousy  of  his  colleagues  by  the  constructive 
iSsertion  of  a  separate  and  un])articipated  merit,  derived 
roin  the  influence  of  his  station'— wliy  did  not  the  fears  of 
Ym  danger,  whatever  it  may  be,  which  I  do  not  profess  to 
mderstand — why  did  tliey  not  operate  with  regard  to  this 
px«8cnt  of  February,  1782?  and  why  did  he  act  on  that 
Docadion  in  diametric^d  opposition  to  all  tlie  principles  he  has 
kid  down  as  a  justification  for  his  conduct  upon  former 
oocaeions?  And,  instead  of  writing  to  the  court  of  Directors, 
as  he  did  upon  former  occiujions,  and  withholding  that 
from  hid  colleagues,  why  follow  a  precedent  directly  tlic 
reverse— communicating  it  to  his  colleagues  and  withholding 
it  from  the  Directors? — for  I  do  not  know,  excepting  those 
instructions  which  nppeared  near  eighteen  months  after  the 
transaction,  any  instance  in  which  he  has  communicated 
to  the  court  of  Directors  the  proposal  of  this  present. 

I  urge  this  in  order  to  show  that,  if  there  was  any 
ground — if  any  man  could  conceive  that  there  could  be  any 
substance,  or  any  shadow,  or  anything  like  a  justification, 
in  all  the  excuses  and  reasons  Mr.  Hastings  has  given  for  his 
oonduct  upon  the  former  presents,  all  thei?e  must  vanish 
when  yon  come  to  observe  his  conduct  upon  this  present, 
which  is  diametrically  opixxsite  ainl  contradictory  to  all  the 
rules — strange  and  absurd  as  they  were — which  he  laid 
down  as  to  money  privately  received  for  the  use  of  the  Com- 
pany. And  there  is  this  distinction,  that  in  all  the  other 
E resents  he  says — "  The  only  way  to  benefit  the  Company 
y  these  offers  wns  to  accept  them  for  myself  and  conceal 
the  receipt  of  them  irom  my  c(dleagues ;  first  to  take 
them  to  my  own  account,  by  a  deposit  or  by  a  bond,  luid 
afterwanls  credit  them  to  the  Company,  either  by  cancelling 
the  covenant,  endorsing  the  bond,  or  crediting  them  to  tliem 
in  the  Durbar  charges."  Why  take  a  different  course — I 
acknowledge  it  is  a  better  course- in  this  instance?  He 
says  directly  to  the  AVazir — "  (iive  it  not  to  me,  give  it  to 
the  Coniimny."  That  is  a  much  better  course  of  proceeding, 
if  he  had  gone  on  in  it  in  a  steady  manner.  But,  if  it 
is  possible  for  him  to  say  that  with  regard  to  the  Wazir's 
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»3rin  rTM-  prcwnt  in  1 7S2,  vhy  conUI  not  lie  have  nicl  the  »me  a  u 
ihu  ]>rc*i>nl  of  17P1? — why  not  hnvc  micI  the  amoti* 
rcgnnl  to  the  otixer  (>n>«cDU  I  ttalwl  on  a  torravi  day?— ^ 
Diit  liBvi:  arU-d  ill  ihe  plain  muiner  in  wtiicli  foccoetV 
•Mms  lo  iuiTo  »CU'<1  in  his  rL-tura  to  the  W'ajir' 

My  Lorilo,  ihu  gtart  which  I  hAVu  suited  bi^isu  '* 
ebicfly  f -r  ihwc  twti  (turjHt-cs — first,  ji«  I  elated  lirfioc,!* 
diuw  the  bail  «xjini(ili:  wliioh  he  Wt  to  nil  the  rtnaoUoTdV' 
r»>mi>auy  unilw  him;  fn-ondlv,  to  »how  the  inooi  ' 
uf  bid  niadtiKt  tipmi  tbi*  iKtRiMioR  nith  hii  ciinilitct  npta 
otbrr  pnacnte.  Bui  o  further  rewon  iirisc».  wMA  ■• 
ciffiireil  to  cviflcnnc  in  the  nnirM  of  [net  week,  and  tawUA: 
1  tihall  now  call  your  Lordship'  ntlcntif.n. 

In  the  year  1782,  fiomuwliwe,  I  beliuvi;,  alMOt  ihBW 
of  Aii;;itKt,  &Ir.  MastingB  via*  much  di?i>!(-ii*Ml  nitli  the 
duct   iif   Mr.   Middlistoa   and   Mr.   JuhiiMiit — willi  (In 
Mr.  John*«n  parliciiUHy,  whom  he  Keudi*  Tor  lo  utfMrU 
chitrf^H   which  he  stntea  to  he  of  ihc  mo*t  impofUnt  lal> 
iind  lie  riinnderml  it  ua  a  matter  of  tueh  inijiurtniictar 
Mr.  dohntion  to  ho  in  mich  n  i>ituation.  aa  juitificdhBi 
ordering  him  to  be  hmnght  down  to  Culcutta  undcragMi 
with  fixed  bayonets, 

Una  lit*  the  articles  of  chargo  as&inst  JnhniMin  anMsm 
hnvft  been  that  he  countemcted  tbis  de«Hn  "f  ^''■.  Hntlin 
which  wat,  to  convert  the  pn>eot,  iiit*^!!!^^]  by  ilie  VVniit 
Mr.  HaalingHj  inlo  u  sobaidy  to  the  Coinjianv  ;  that  he,' 
]K)r.4tiiuton  to  tli«  Nawab  »nd  lu«  n)iui$tcr,  Eiad 
thu  N'avrnb  not  to  comply  with  his  dc»ir«  of  tramfiirriBgl] 
|ircscnt  Troin  Mr.  Hiutiflgit  to  (ho  Compciny.  Upon  l1 
ilr.  •I(thn»i>n  cntcrv  tnlo  a  deft.'nec,  which  ta  in  Mge  ISI1 
yonr  Lunlshii>s'  Minuter.  Hi?  dctonce  iiptm  Ihie  («rt  uf  i 
cbnrge,  which  I  see  was  the  third  churgc  exhibited  opi 
him,  is  this — ho  admits  the  fact,  but  jn«tilie.!)  it. 

"Thn  act  ajid  lutentiun,  m  far  hm  I  t>likll  limit  tktm,  in  tiaal 
myirlf  thf  raiiMi  of  )in?vvnling  ibo  tr,a  Iscka  nu-ntiuni-il  fmn  ten 
tli&t  tiniEjmiil  tiitluiCompanv,  w  Irnr.  'Hie  nuurins  «Mt^Mir«ri 
)itr_ventiuEi-~' tent  the  N&bab  ahotild  be  imaiii  Itaraaaril.'  lx---sc 
miaistvr'*  una  wurda. — ttnit  olu^cticia*  iimIb  la  nir  arv  tnuJkncd 
tiiy  tuiititli.  'Ilie  made  nUii  hy  nintuiric  in  likvuriftc  iiujijiiiw* 
liiit  ibnt  in  iiiunaleriuJ.  SuIGr'  It  Tor  mt  to  ci|)liilii  ibc  "*-  t' 
Duv/iri^ttv  finy  lat-N  were  due  in  bnlniicct  uU  jhf  "Sahfib't 
pnitaitinn  to  [iniv»  eijuftJ  to  (llaob»r){«  this  bBbum*. 
at  tlif  nunc  iuiiDiit,  ina<l«  of  eighty-twu  ia^ks.     '11 

kiui(l>~thc  »u1r  fiiiiil   ('iiiaiiDB    ui  tui»wvr    biitli — i 

unequal  to  till*  end,  tint  niiiation  remained,  wLich  of  lUe 
tbt  new  or  the  nlit— ufaotild  be  flrrt  |«id." 


Src 
Ir 
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Your  Lordships  are  to  understand   timt  these  ten    lacs  J»J»'2fBi79o. 
make  part  and  parcel  of  that  eighty-two  lacs —  ThoioTocs 

"I  did  not  hesitate  one  instant  to  declare  that,  if  any  of  tho  assets  ^ift  partof 
placed  in  my  hands  should  be  atteni])ted  to  l)e  cstran;^c(i  from  the  j)ur-  thos^  lau-». 
poses  for  which  they  were  assijjned,  I  should  declare  it  a  breach  of  treaty,  oiijjfiions 
They  were  to  discharge  the  balances  of  years.    The  sole  object  of  the  late  i"?l.rrrli.,,<.i. 
treaty  and  all  the  measures  connecte<l  with  it  had  this  sinjkfle  point  fi>r  their  in  tho  iMiy- 
end.     Could  I,  deeply  pled;red  for  the  fulfilment  of  tliis  treaty,  atibscribo  jjJ^V i,j[ *,|'I' . 
Id  the  total  subversion  of  these  measures,  at  the  very  moment  of  their 
ipletion  in  the  tennination  of  the  year  prescribed  and  allotted  for  their 
■ation?     I  could  W)t.     I  ought  not.     Therefore,  I  thus  obstructed 
whole, — of  course  the  parts  of  that  whole, — for  the  reasons  above 

ngned,  and  no  other  whatever.  Whether  such  a  j>refcrence  so  ^ivcn 
%0  a  pre»ions  claim  was  criminal  or  meritorious,  rests  with  the  honourable 
Board  to  declare,  when  thev  recollect  that  n-tardin;^  neither  expun^^es  or 
diminishes  a  claim.  Permit  me  here  to  subjoin,  had  the  ten  lacks  been 
nninvolvt'd  with  the  seventy-two,  or  had  the  aj^gre^ate  sum  not  been 
required  ^iitliin  the  period  left  for  li({uidatin^  the  babnees  entrusted  to 
me,  or  had  not  the  assets  lod<red  in  my  hands  for  this  purpose  been  the 
sole  funds  from  which  such  payment  could  be  attempted,  so  far  from 
impeding,  even  for  a  mofuent,  such  a  claim,  I  should  have  been  the  first 
to  support  and  ur^^e  it  to  its  completion." 

Here  your  Lordships  will  observe  that  II r.  Johnson  docs 
defend  himself  upon  very  good  grounds — tliat,  there  being 
Mactd  in  his  hands  to  discharge  the  old  debt  from  the  Nawab 
to  the  Company,  he  would  not  suffer  a  new  claim  to  come, 
knowing  that  tiiese  assets  were  all  the  nssets  in  the  Nawab's 
power.     But  this  he  speaks  of  with  regard  to  the  large  chiim 
rf  eighty-two  lacs,  seventy- two  of  which  were  for  distinct  j^w^Jaj^^if'" 
purpOBCS  ;  and  he  freely  and  candidly  confesses  at  the  end —  would  have 
"  If  these  ten   lacs  had  been  uninv«dved  with  tlie  seventy-  th«\?aiina 
two,  OT  had  the  aggregate  sum  not  been  re({uired  within  the  {acsl'lfseiiap 
period  left  for  liquidating  the  balances  entrusted  iu  me,  or  had  [jjjfjj^j." 
not  the  assets  lodged  in  my  hands  for  this  ])urpose  been  the  sum. 
sole  funds  from  which  such  payment  could  be  attempted,  so 
fitr  from  impeding,  even  for  a  moment,  such  a  claim,  I  should 
have  been  the  first  to  support  and  urge  it  to  its  completion." 
Upon  this  the  Governor  General  delivers  himself-  - 

"  I  am  morally  certain  that  jaidaads  or  assets  for  ten  lacks,  either  in  Mr.  Hast- 
aaaignment  of  land  or  bills,  had  l)een  ])re]iared  and  were  in  the  charp^e  or  thatatisets 
pocaession  of  Mr.  Middlet(m,  before  Major   Palmer's  arrival,  and  [wen?]  for  lo  law 
left  with  Mr.  Johnson  on   Mr.  Middleton's  departure.     'I'his  sum  was  JlrovldSl 
declAredly  fiivcn  for  my  use,  but  never  accejited  by  me.     The  only  advan-  nnd  loft  with 
tege  I  made  of  the  offer  was  to  re(piest  the  Nabob  to  transfer  it,  with  the  Jol»"»on. 
obliption  still  resting   with  equal  weight   npnn    my  gratitude  for  the 
origmal  destination  of  it,  to  the  (.'ompany,  for  the  relief  of  their  pressing 
necessities." 

By  jaidaads  I  understand  iire  meant  assignments.     Mr. 
Hastings  here,  in  answer  to  Johnson's  defence^  says — that 


■  3B0  Stmviif  «f  £i^Jam  uB  thfQtA,  7tAiauimk,C%arfn: 

WtraxmO^  this  W  tint  a  cWud  Ici  be  jiniviilL'J   for  by  tbo  >*Bwnb,  M 

Mi  tlint  \tn  \n  mnrallv  sure  tlini  jniilnndi:  or  aMct9,orMMiK  wta 

^k  nlliiT,  wern  in  Nlr,  M idtUctiiii  e  ucta^ofiftHio,  ood  aftcmnHa 

^H  Mr  .lotiRM'n'ii   ]K«-4<won;    vrbicli,    if  trub.  Mr   JcAnun't 

^H  dcFcnoc  l*  iitiU-cil  n  Tt?rv   bai]   tme;     Itet^uH*,  if  tLae  W 

^H  ilrcnily  been  nm<]o  out  for  that  }jur|M>:ie,   Mr.  .ToktiiQaiBiM 

^M  have  lintl  tbem  in  iw  lutm),  hiiiI  ww  nocounbililu  tor  tk  ilit- 

^1  [louliiii]  iif  thrtn,  nnd  hn>)  no  exvuM'.  to  plesiil  nWlcm  H* 

^B  either  not  nccountinp;  for  thrm  to  tlic  Govortinr  Ueocnltf" 

^T  whom  iirtjjpnnU;  tbey  wvre  [Imttnm),  or  tn  tlie  Cominuy.  i 

W  goes  DD, 

BJE^'flfi^  "Thr  n^itiid«  of  ttiU  tniuaninn  ik^MwU  e«Mrtiiilli-  upna  ft^ 

KB^JSjm-^%  "'■^'i  '^f  ""*"   ^'*  """^  ai-knindctli^Tii  in   iiH  uwi>'  tinstf.  bol  • 

K^£bnu)i>  UuiUr  li' judifril  hj  tlirtcst  af  anjr  official  raic     It  miicfal,  itid«iV 

^^^^■^  ulilril  to  ititf  rompanj'*  I'liuina  i>n  ilip  JibIi-jIi;  u  ihut  I  amnrt" 

BiSrtnnib^''  'I"^^  ^'-  Jnlitionn  rhuse  til  dirnt  my  intmtiuiM.  nnnc  it  bduIiI  h 

HM^M ihii  ^Iileil  (o  the  Nabob'*  (llBtTi'vr»>  but  nith  no  immnbitv  nU V 

K"'"'"'-  C*ioi|iimy."* 

B  Here  tbc  Qovemor  (icnpnil  coDfcsus   to  have  bttnfl 

B  uncertain  whether  it  would  be  beoeficinl  or  sot  to  tbe  C< 

ittuy  :  for,  wtien  he  Una  accepted  tli4'0)  rmtii  the  Nuwab.vl 
Iff  dcairod  ibc  Nawnb  to  transfer   ihein   to  Ihu  ('oaq« 

■  when  Ho  ne<!uited  Mr.  Johotiou  for  lutving  di$#utid<-d  him  li 
H  that,  he;  Huyx  he  ihiiikai  it  una  n  goo43  thin;;  i&  Jiihnwn, 
H  cnuic  "  it  wnulil  have  addid  to  the  XiiwubV  dUtrea«i  ' 
H^  wilh  nu  imtrii-diAte  relief  lo  the  CoiHpnny."  lie  is  very* 
^^^^^  St  thnt  inlrntioti  being  dufi-stwl,  and  dwlnres,  upon  tbc 
^^^^^L  thnt  it  is  miicli  better  Ht-fiitted  thsin  if  it  liad  sin 
^^^^V  With  rcf|)c/;l  tu  the  nci^uffltion  iijr»inet  Johouio,  hv  '* 
^^^^V  tibiiml  jii'lffe  upon  this  ocen^ion  ;  and  bo  would  bt> 
^^^^^  thiit  the  trifll  of  him[sclfj  in  this  Houec  iihould  he  eJnutljri 
H^  eeriou§,  as  much  in  eam«st,  and  proceed  umtn  jiriucii4e> 
H  judicini,  as  thoec  of  the  trial  of  Jolineon  by  liim  ;  bccuwal 
H^               concludes  >vtth  saying — 

^^Pff"    1^^        "If,  in  liii  (iwn  breoat  " — Johiisoo'*  brtawl^'*  he  ranvitvtluM 
Hbf  Jw^       mutivn  iif  tbi»  tninuK.'liim,  aiuJ  on  ihdr  tratiitinnv  *{i(wuir«  It.  I  ll 
B^™^™   """Jl^  '«">.  M  1  ■*!'  at'iuit  him.  of  the  churffe  on  public  aroaai." 
m3aim.  ,,  ,  ,        ,  •  i    ■« .       .    . 

ini3cintf»  '{'!  pri'lenan  to  bo  ni  ii  rago  with  Mr.  John?on    *» 

dtoj^uf"  '"'■  *""*  'li^w  with  fixed  bnyonels ;  and  ooc  of  the  prindf 
UwdiuKe.   articles  of  olmqic  agniiivt    liiui  la   this — that  lie,  46k 
having,  ns  ho   Hays,  iii  hta  bands  a£66te— no  nutter  of ' 
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dud — ^being  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  not  the  old  debt  ojuxb  1790. 
mt  new — ^assets  mode  out  and  given  to  Iiim  for  the  purpose 
if  fiunishing  this  present  of  ten  lacs — instead  of  applying  these 
iMets  in  the  way  he  ought,  and  instead  of  desiring  the  Nawab 
o  fulfil  his  engagements  and  make  them  up  to  the  sum  of  ten 
mCB,  has  dissuaded  the  Xawab  from  doing  that  which  he,  Mr. 
Bastings,  had  persuaded  him  to  do  for  the  sake  of  the  Company. 
Tbhnson  in  his  answer  represents  it  with  more  truth,  in  some 
respects,  OS  I  shall  show  by  and  by.  He  repi*esents  it  to  be 
ntirelj  a  new  claim,  for  which  there  were  no  assets  what- 
ever provided,  and  the  furnishing  of  which  was  altogether  to 
Ul  upon  the  assets  which  were  in  Johnson's  hand — not  for 
lie  purpose  of  the  present  of  that  ten  lacs,  but  for  the  pur- 
Mwe  of  discharging  the  old  arrear  to  the  Company.  \\  hat 
loe«  Mr.  Hastings  ?  He  says — "  Upon  the  whole,  it  is 
not  amiss  that  my  scheme  has  failed.  If  Air.  Johnson  looks 
at  the  motives  of  his  own  breast  and  they  <icquit  him,  1  must 
acquit  him."  Exceedingly  handsome  and  candid  to  Mr. 
Johnson  !  But  how  he  can  put  it  in  that  manner  is  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  conceive,  when  he  has  said,  that,  notwith- 
■tanding  all  that  Mr.  Johnson  has  said,  he  is  morally  certain 
that  jaidaads  or  assets  for  ten  lacs,  cither  in  assignment  of 
land  or  in  bills,  had  been  made  out ;  that  is,  that  Johnson 
had  in  his  hands  money  for  this  object  of  which  we  have 
heanl  no  more. 

Mr.  Hastings'  opinion  upon  this  subject  is  strengthened  statement 
by  Mr.  Macpherson.     Mr.   ilacphcrson   says,  in  a  minute  phoiwnthat 
upon  the  same  occasion,  alluding  to  the  communication  he  Jj^rro^i^ 
had  of  this  tmnsaction  from  the  Governor  General  at  the  ^*"''* 
time — "  I  had  understood  at  the  time  that  the  ten  lacs  were 
in   bills,  and  not  a  mere  offer  to  pay  sucli  a  sum  from  the 
future  revenues  of  the  country."     So  that  we  have  not  only 
Mr.  Hastings'  opinion,  that  he  is  morally  certain   that  the 
asBCts  were  made  out  at  the  time  of  the  offer,  that  is,  in 
February,  1782,  but  we  have  Mr.  Macphcrson's  opinion,  who 
had  good  communications  from  Mr.  Hastings,  who  says,  not 
only  that  he  thinks  so  now,  but  that  he  liad  understood  so  at 
the  time.     Upon  these  grounds  Mr.  Maci)herson  is  not  so 
ready  to  accpiit  !Mr.  Joluison  as  Mr.  Hastings.     Mr.  Mac- 

eienon  observes  that  that  is  a  matter  that  should  be  settled 
tween  Hyder  Beg  Klian  and  Mr.   Hastings.     Mr.  Mac- 
fhenson   says  it  should  be  referred  to  the  Directors.     Mr. 
lastings  says  so  too. 


SSI  Snmviiuif  ufSniJriKt  on  the  Gih.  7M  nod  Wlh.  QMjait 

JmRw.       Mr.  Jobnson  wrttQi'  ft  IctlCr  lo  tItB  ecorciatT  rtn|[|«ditf  i' 
,.,^      <I«eiiii(>n  on  the  ihinl  uluirgc,  without  relorciKc  lothtt 
'>*«""'  of  Dirocliirs,     TIiev  direct  this  aiuwiH'  bj  ll.e  aectvUry- 
m  Vtim-  "  1  am  duvdml  \iij  the  llnmicmbia  Ihi!  {ni*atiur  Geiwnl  mA 

■•  lu  ackm-wk-ilm-  tU<M  TtfA\A  of  yow  Uli«  of  thr  31  il  uIl,  m  «i 

which,  M  well  ii«  to  jimr  Irttcr  to  our  til  tlic  4iJi  inlUni,  I 
in  uquaint  roa  thai,  the  rrlatutx  in  ynnr  mag  ta  Urn  Hi 
('jHirt  tif  [)im.ion  baD|i  mtcDikid  to  be  made  n|Ma 
pnnHplA  b;  whirJi  a-W  llir  h4«  ukI  pmoeedtnica  of  tail  E 
n-rerml.  In  cnme,  Ui  ibcnt  for  thoir  Biul  kpptobatiaii  and 
't(   ttnod*  M  A>Il(iw<  in  ihr   Hokri'l  Gnitnl   IjAXkt  tn  1 

Therefore  be  iloi^  plninty  uoiUMiiit  this  ccnUeniM  Aril 
niMN]  be  ua4cr  do  unvaaincNi;  far,  tbnu^  reletwdv' 
court  of  Diroctore,  it  \*  ouljr  referred  "  in  coune,*-^ 
Dthur  tratmetions  of  the  Bonril  art>. — tbat  iw  '»  oeo^ 
ai)oii  that  filuirge  a»  ocqaittcJ.  Jtlr.  Ilntiiti^  mueol 
or  the  aoiae  opinion.  In  page  12r>f)  (if  your  Xioli 
Minat««,  In!  mya : — 

'*  1  iwrmri'  that  Mr.  Middlelun  bu  allailnd,  m  Mr.  3Arf 
iliini',  to  Gi-rtiuti  tuimplMued ckinM  ni&de  an  the  Nabob  Vanv'ta' 
I'dnirr,  unounline  to  uffhtj-two  Uckt  or  rupees.  Ai  nelbf  1 
llinn  biit  RjifAlt  rif  then)  mi  point*  at  undaobtml  ovdit,  t  thinlt  !l 
tn  ilnctarp  tnjr  clouhta  and  iliibclirf  of  liwiD — '' 

Ho  dfclarM  ho  doc«  not  bclierc  the  fact  t>r  aoj  dni 
the  amoiiDl.  nf  82  Ini^f,  or  nnythiog  like  it : — 

■'  »nd  to  »**iffn  my  n-.\ion<,  m  fv  m  I  ran.  in  mnota 

llir  littlo  whic.b  I  h»vp  pTcr  known  n>nn)minf(  them.      Ten 

■iiin  hftvc  bn-n  exnlu'npii  Iq  ror  to  rtUtc  ui  k  ui 

RRtmU^r  mtuir,  and,  lu  1  h»re  evot  nndcTStood,  di 

for  il<  tlistini'il  appni^irialiun. 

fj?"KS       ^"^  ''"'  '^^''*  '^''^^'"K^t  in  his  mimitu  upao  Str.  KCddldi 

j«»ia      '  defence,  perdiittti  clearly  in  that  opinion  which  be  M4  a 

uHI^^I-a  ^Ir-ilotinton's  defenco — Uint  he  ii>  clear   thiit  it  wool. 

wpnlrllM'  n>cre  pminiee  or  an  offer,  but  relalca  to  s  pnittsion  tn 

^'  nmonnt  actually  nuidc,  and,  m  lie  undentmniv,  deUvend 

the  I'rcaidcnt.     Here  it  another  breadi   of  duly  wlddl 

point  out  to  your  Iiordahipa — and  I  am  sure  yon  will 

E5;[|'f"""it  no  inoonuderablQ  onc^ — that  when  be,  the  (ioi 
.  _  .™w»i'J  General,  waa  convinced  that  a-tflela  bad  Iwen  nt-tuaUy  p' 
to  Middlelon,  and  which  were  in  the  hands  of  Johnaoo, 
mn  luat — when  he  dcduro^  in  hiti  minuti.'  iipou  MitMleli 
defence,  ihat  provision  had  been  uetiinlly  uuidu  fis-  it— I 
he  ilinmiiMi^s  that  entirely,  leaving  it  in  the  handi  of  ti 
gt'ntlemen,  and,  for  anythin;;  we  know,  participating  in  wl 
ever  provision  had  been  made  upon  the  eulgc«t 


IT  nniicTstood,  di^ker«)  U 
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There  arc  ?o  many  circumstances  with  regard  to  the  trial  DJuyKiToo. 
t  Mr.  Johnson  that  cause  a  suspicion  upon  it  that  they  Niirhrct  of 
worth  your  Lordships'  attending  to.       Mr.  Middlcton  IilIiwH^"*" 

then  at  Calcutta ;  and  yet   Mr.  Middlcton,   who  could  ;|,;;*;;!j;';\!f' 
best  then  thrown  a  light  upon  this  business,  who  was  Johnson. 

original  proposer  of  the  present  to  Mr.  Hastings,  who 

the  person  who  had  originally  received  these  assets — if 
■y  such  were  given — Mr.  Middlcton,  who  was  Resident  at 
woutta   at   the  time  Mr.  Johnson  was  accused  of  having 
iCeated  the  Governor's  intention  upon  that  point,  is  never 
llled  to  give   any  evidence  upon  that  subject.     And  not 
lly  Mr.  Middlcton  is   not  called,  but  Mr.  Hastin^cs,  who  ■^^'"-  V^*- 
icuures  that  be  does   not  believe  m  these  large  amounts  oi  soHNiunorn 
ghty-two  lacs  and  the  other  demands  on  the  Wazir,  had  mh' w'nzir 
ytnally  in  his  hands,  at  that  time,  a  letter  which  he  had  {{li^S  o^'^ 
sceWed  from  the  Wazir,  which  does  prove  that  these  demands  ^®  **^* 
'cre  actually  made,  and  seems  to  prove  that  these  ten  lacs, 
'hich    he  states   as   a   present   voluntarily  offered   by  the 

ir,  were  not  a  present  voluntarily  offered,  but  that  they 
in  the  shape  of  a  demand  from  the  Wazlr  by  the  Company 
-4f  it  18  the  same.  If  not,  which  I  may  perhnps  believe,  then, 
sdusive  of  the  ten  lacs  which  the  Xawab  had  actuallv 
rovided  for  as  a  present  to  Mr.  Hastings,  there  seems  to 
Ave  been  another  demand  of  ten  lacs  for  the  Company. 
i^hatever  you  can  make  out  of  this  dark  and  intricate  affair, 
four  Lordships  must  still  think  that  there  could  be  no  justi- 
ication  whatever  of  Mr.  Hastings,  upon  a  trial  of  so  im- 
portant a  point  as  this  was  with  respect  to  Mr.  trohnson's 
criminality,    that   he   should  have   hnd   Mr.  Middlcton   in 

m 

Calcutta  and  should  not  have  examined  him,  and  have  had 
this  letter  of  the  Nawab,  which  I  am  now  about  to  produce, 
and  should  never  have  produced  it. 

This  letter  from  the  Wazir  was  received  fourteen  months 
before  the  trial  of  Johnson  upon  this  chargi*,  and  was,  one 
■hould  have  thought,  a  pretty  material  letter  with  respect  to 
this  charge  ;  yet  produced  it  never  was,  nor  ever  did  api>ear 
among  any  of  the  Company's  papers  till  after  ^[r.  Hastings' 
departure  from  Bengal.  It  is  in  page  1271  of  your  Lord- 
ships' Minutes. 

"From   the  Vizier,   rccpivcd  the  l\"M   of  Aii|TU8t,  17^2."     "  Major  Ix?ttop  of 
ViUiam  Palmer  and  Mr.  Davy  have  made  known  to  me  vour  orders  *^**^^"*''' 
respectinfiC  my  authority  in  the  country,  with   jjreat  rej^ard  and   con- 
admtiun,  and  have  made  me  f^rat^^ful' for  your  favours.    They  asked  Ton  Iao8 
for  a  paper  of  requests,  which  1,  acconhnj^ly,  ^iTote  and  gave  to  them.  Jf  j^***^ 
They  afterwards  s})okc  about  ten  lacks  of  rupees  for  the  cxfienses  of  the 
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■  Jirn  tTM^  Mrrsr  tif  tlw  <^aai|MUi}'  t    nrX(  tfaflf  tiNike 
- —       U'luld  omploy  (rna  Ihf  riiiii|tfc;i>*'*  Inii 
cjiiBtn'.     HcipKltiu'  til'.'    '  ' 

|.|«.Mt«  lu  Iho  N>lK>b-  r. 
>i)i(riLui(ic  b)  yiiur  irill,  1  -■ : 
I  nmml  lo.  (tum  whi<ii}...i  -...  ....  ....    -. 

Yotir  Lonii>)i!]M  will  olmirro  up 
itiiCA  out  Miotn  lu  liAVfl  nRili'-retotid 
him  to  cooTurt  Icn  lnc»  wliioh  he  li 
iliflt^n'nt  tiKu  nnd  piirptiM  than  llin 
it  for,  but  ho  Mvms  to  ootuiJcr  tt  a1 
otiuQ  :  for  ho  ray^  that,  aflvr  the; 
ofrM|Uc3t9,  they  spoke  nbout  ton  1 
peoMS  tir  tho  earkiir  nf  the  Compni 
"  thoy  Himk«  about  ten  lacs  whtcn 
r>ir  tuiil  given  to  the  OoromDr  Ofi 
niij^it  bo  ()tbGrwi«6  ajipropriatcd,*'  I 
ten  Iiu-d  fur  the  expenses  of  the 
og  recti. 

l>*nuailBt  "  Tti?v  uiiw  fluy  IbiU,  m  ini|i[irtiuil  nuttei 
i^iwni  pf  ,),,.  i't,ni|>6n)''i  Sinv.  1  miut  gtve  ux 
Iiian ;  that  rilhrr  1  tniut  Ikiituw  it  IhiiR  I 
rrlatiiinJi.  uad  t»k«  n  Ironil.  ur  k'^"  MaiglUi 
tttiirean.  wlien  tliia  mullvr  sliaU  liftvclice 
rr|iiuif  lujr  unuotry,  am]  llit  jitti^mljr  «IiaI 
'I'<J  iljn  utmiitt  (-r'my  life  1  lun  not  liankwi 
mill  ^iiiir  Ilitilmcia'  I'leanir:-.  Itr  the  lilcati 
thn  linir*;-  thf  full  [iMtinilant  of  ojj'  eoii 
yaa.  iUm  iliull  I  make  kami-ii  toy  wtui 
ihesd  TirripnsitlutiH  have  li^cti  mad«,  kU  J- 
Aft«T  iW  daath  of  tli»  ikoKswil  Nawab,  on 
the  tMiiniHU  uf  tiin  anny  i>f  the  linwp  of  tl 
I  suptmrtrd  infMlf  in  a  luikunn  that  I  «in 
rcniunx  eigmtl  to  the  ncccixiuy  cxju-nvo.  t 
tuinulen  Hul  •cUinic  tbe  ortidcn  uf  mv  kiirli 
tnininu.-ti)d  the  Iravinraa.  Itiil  1  roula  nut 
Ml  Ihni  Home  uf  my  brolhi^ni,  from  ibfir  illd 
nnil  the  )>miiil«  dfth*  KhoM  MahMlt  of  tht 
riKithm.  from  ihrir  dixtrcH'.n  npo  reduocd 
dii&miltie*.  No  tniui  nf  nuih  i«  dcficinit  i: 
In  {irupaniim  tu  hin  Ability. 

"  NtitwithilaiidiDft  the  txioteuce  uf  tbes 
ami  roftity  to  itatisfy  you  j  but  nervr  wm  the 
liri^nVs,  &c.,  rareivrd  without  a  haUoc*  tt 
Jinny  ;  and  yet  tho  sratlRmon,  In  thp  ntmoat 
nf  an  nc^ilect  in  takiiiK  luii^nniont*  mid  c 
yeiiT  that  you,  from  your  Koodneiii,  fanvlng 
difli«»iiDa,  ^K^aJit^d  tliu  brijtiule  oud  liattalimu 
mi;nt  that  all  tuattcis  ihould  be  OB  in  the  Ut 
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thcr,  and  discharfired  the  balances  to  the  Company's  Sircar,  9  Zvxe  1790. 
ared  from  my  Boarrl.     Many  years  are  required  to  relieve 
I  former  distresses.     I  know  that,  as  you,  from  real  afiPection, 

me  fn)ni  the  weight  of  expenses,  I  should  have  some  small 
the  necessar}'  expenses  at  this  time  when  propositions  are 
irard.  My  brother  and  companions,  from  the  resumptions 
."ers,  arc  reduced  to  great  affliction  and  distress.     From  the 

this  town,  should  I  request  the  loan  of  one  or  two  lacs  of 
•  caniMjt  give  it,  having  no  resources.  I  have  never  been 
;hc  friendhhip  of  the  (^ompany  and  oliedience  to  your  plea- 
e  looked  upon  my  difticuUies  as  a  cause  of  satisfaction,  and 
mdy  to  execute  your  commands.  In  these  propositions  I  am 
nd  confounded  at  mv  bad  fortune,  that  I  should  have  such  a 
Ae  friend  as  your  Highness,  and  be  involved  in  such  a  situa- 
;  answer  can  I  give,  and  how  can  I  support  my  life  ? 
•J  ynxXx  y«)ur  favour  becomes  easy ;  what  is  easy,  by  your 
mes  difficult.  Night  and  day  pass  in  grief  and  affliction, 
loose  my  difficulties,  or  else  call  me  to  your  presnece.  I  will 
rour  Highness,  and  whenever  you  shall  give  me  my  dismis- 
,e  favours  and  affection  which  belong  to  you,  I  shall  return 
py  and  be  released  fmm  continual  affliction.*' 


•ds,  I  particiihirly  desire  you  to  attend  to  that  sen-  Hisap^^ 

Bhip. 


-^  U     *  "  "  to  Mr.  Hast- 

TC  he  says, —  in«-  meud- 


onished  and  confounded  at  my  bad  fortune,  that  I  should 
com})as»ionatc  friend  as  your  Highness,  and  be  involved  in 


ion." 


ded,  my  Lords,  lie  might  well  be,  because  he  con-  S^^wb^*** 
iself  to  have  given  a  bribe  to  Mr.  Hastings,  iuffivcnhim. 
of  September,  at  Chunar, — because  he  conceived 
have  offered  another  bribe  to  Mr.  Hastings  in  the 
February,  1782  ;  and  he  says  in  diftcrent  parts  of 
— "  wlien  these  propositions  were  made,  after  all  I 
3  the  Company  I"  He  says — **  from  the  time  that 
ositions  have  been  made  all  judgment  has  left  my 
I  am  astonished  and  confounded  at  my  bad  for- 
i  I  shoidd  have  such  a  compassionate  friend  as 
hness,  and  be  involved  in  such  distress ;" — in 
ish — "  I  am  astonished  and  confounded  that  you, 
bearance  I  thought  I  had  bought,  first  with  a 
lOOjOOO/.  in  September,  and  now  with  an  offer  of 
>0,00()/.  in  February,  should  still  press  u|K)n  me 
ds  of  the  Company,  in  this  enonnous  and  extra- 
jrec,  which  bring  me  to  the  very  brink  of  ruin  and 

tier  Mr.  Hastings  has,  and  yet  he  never  produces  Mr.  hm*. 
I  the  trial  of  Mr.  Johnson.     And  he  says,  in  histSSnoT"^ 
on  Mr.  Middleton's  business,  that,  with  respect  tolK"e™m  ""^ 
D8  to  which  Mr.  Middleton,  as  well  as  Mr.  Johnson^  of  7oiact. 

BB 


t  JnrBUM.  liavo  allmlnl — tlie  MsvinitT  nr  ciglUy  1 

ti)  ihfif.  claliiu,  hr  lun^t  any  h«  Hotr'- 

he  oiily  kitMW  of  teii,  and  Lc  llunka 

WW  not  nnlv  otfcm)  but  nntibitlT  Jtr 

havini*  iWx*  f''tti;r,  ntwl  not  [inxlur-m^  i 

r«rftju         But  when  Jim  rca<I  llmt  llur   rlinrs 

iiM«tt«ita  ti>,  lltaL  Ito  (li'l.  in  point  •>r  fnct,  <]V- 

"*  B'^ng  til  thi-  (.'((niiMnv  tliat  wliiiji  Mi 

liiin  to  give,  rour  £(onl»hi|)"  will  s 

wItcUier  uiasiuulLi]  hy  )lr.  Joliusiia  or  I 

ni  tbut  nultei  i«  Ittft  to  be  wttled  lieti 

lull]  ht'titx  iliji*ttiHle<l  hy  wNuolKMly.     Ni 

thia  Inter,  that,  hi  fiirfroin  Itcin^iiinn 

Niiwralt  notimlly  doc*  Rivv  tliwm  tlic  ra 

"  Oil  tlie  ■tiilijn.'t  i>r  l^n  lauk*  iir  ntpm  yim  i 
Noluih  linvniiiir'*  pVwurr'  n  that  I  ikcnilil  jii 
tlu!  lUintfittny't  iiirnir.    Tfir  Nntioli  (!»Fi-miir** 
am  mtkt  no  evoiiw™.    'I'u^f  ('u  U-Vi  .n'  m) 
(.ViIDfMiij'ii  mn'ttf.     Bui  Jim  'i  •  ■ 
nfflura  tir  the  Ciimniuiy'ii  <ir.    : 
to  ills  imtKT.  M  ui»  Nk1»'^ 
rM|iBet  %a  tho  twit  jniinlfl  ni'  " 
Hwm.  Mil  will  tfire  for  t>ic  '  ^ 
rn]|p>>«  this  yrar,  nliil  «i*  Iml  - 
oimititifiD  thni  I  ntituin  niy  r<  <| 
luijuat  my    tn|nr-itj   nuRr^itii 
Utivprnop  han  gWcn  otacn,  unu  ..      ..    -,    .. 


TliDD  it  appcarti  that,  in  pinBt  ut  1 

iMirt  or  the  ciinrge  against  Air.  John 

iiecftuAc  it  ani>(HU«  tfuit,  io  poiat   of 

Ilydcr  hig  ivlian,  nor  any  one  «!»«,  cU 

from  gruMfiii^  ih'ui  iiuitiiiy  i  bttt,  in  | 

liocn  |K-i>iiiiile<l  tu  it,  luiil  Ite  iwtiiall; 

trtio  tiv  oifcn  it  under  curtaiu  ctniilitio 

t))«  couditiona  oF   ii  rci]iicitti  wliiub,  I 

cneour^cd  to  make  from  tho  Gorunio: 

rSeiamiw'        Supposing  fhlH  wa§  a  (Icouuid  of  I 

nutiixniin  tlio  oM  ten  uws — A  mfllter  winch  I  pre 

Pubnmrr.     '^'^'^  ^°  <lcH:i<lc — liut  MtippoMng  it  iho 

iu    Fffbriiury,    it   is  purfectly   inteltr; 

spndfl  to  the  Nnwdb  and  i«iiy9 — "  Yo' 

which  is  kind}  give  it  to  tlioComimi 


*  Copy  of  Iriur  (hiin  liw  H»wab  VToMir  Ia  Ujjn 
tinu  I  ncltwml  (o  the  pntlcHu  Uaw.    "  UtnaAtll 
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will  be  as  grateful  as  ifit  was  ^ven  to  myHclf."  The  Nawab  o  June  1700. 
Mjs — "  Take  all  these  things,  but  then  grant  me  a  paper  of 
nqucsts  which  the  Governor  has  declared  his  approbation 
of:'* — that  is — *'  Let  nie  see  the  Governor's  gratitude  in  the 
aunc  way  as  I  should  have  s^een  it  if  this  had  gone  to  his 
own  |)Ocket,  instead  of  the  purse  of  the  Company." 

Mr.  Iljistings  does  not  produce  this  letter.     Mr.  Hastings  ^^Sj^^i?"** 
loes   not  produce   Mr.  Mid<ll<;ton's   evidence.     He   acquits  iniw*  acquiu 
Ifr.  Johnson  ujwn  the  third  charge,  declaring  that  he  is  jobiwon. 
norally  certain  his  a,sscrtions  are  false — that  ho  is  morally 
sertain   that  tlio^e  as^signments  were  made  out — but  if,  on 
^ipealing  to  the  motives  of  his  own  mind,  on  their  testimony 
le   approves   it — "  1   must   acquit   him/'      It   is  a  candid 
lequittal — acquitting  a  man  in  this  way  ;    saying — ''I  am 
tatisficd   he  has   lold  a  falsehood;    I  am   morally  (*.ertain 
>f  his  guilt !''    Though,  for  want  of  evidence,  one  might  bo 
nduccd  to  acijuit  such  a  person,  yet  one   would  not  sup- 
lose  that  a  person,  wln)  was  morally  certain  in  his  own  mind 
if  his  guilt,  should    consider   him  as  an  object  of  favour: 
mi    Mr.    Hastings,    in   a   very  short    time   after,    employs  uis  bu1»c- 
iffr.  Johnson  in  a  most  lucrative,  important  and  trustful,  JlSJymciTt'of 
ffioc — the  office  of  an  auibjissador  to  the  Nizam — showing  J^i*"'*****. 
learly  that  all  this  conjplaint  of  Johnson,  all  this  trial,  was 
b  farce. 

But  this,  at  least,  we  collect,  from  his  bringing  none  of  iiis  no^ioct 
he  evidence  that  it  was  necessary  to  bring — tliat  this  was,  .'u*coiin"of 
t  least,  true, — that  Mr.  Hastings  knew  that  certain  sums  of  |:,',p\\^g ""* 
ooney  had  been  received,  and  he  took  no  c^ire  for  the  Com-  <-^"'i»ny. 
lony  that  that  money  should   bo   any   way  accounted  for 
rhatcver. 

I  do  not  like  to  haznrd  a  conjecture  of  what  F  cannot  ronjrriurc 
irovc ;    but,  if  it  be  tnu^  that  these  assets  were  ever  made  sVtn"ment 
lot  and  ever  given   to   Middleton   and  .Fohnson,  then  the  |vir.^7i^t- 
BUitter  may  be  explained  in  this  way — that,  beinjj  tohl  thatV'^"'"* 
me  a;S8ets   were  made  out,  and  hearing  no  more  of  them, 
he  might  be  angry   with  tlohnson  tliinking  he   had  appro- 

E'ated  them  to  his  own  use*  ;  Johnson  might  apply  to 
r.  Hastings,  and  Mr.  Hastings  and  he  might  settle  it 
together  in  any  manner  your  Lordships  can  conceive.  But 
that  something  was  settled  in  a  sinister  manner  a[)pear3  clear 
upon  the  face  of  the  thing ;  for  it  is  impossible  that  any 
Governor  could  have  made  such  a  charge,  that  he  should 
rcmuin  c<mvinccd,  notwithstanding  Johnson's  asseverations, 
that  tliat  lis  the  fact,  and  that  he  should  immediately  employ 

B  B  2 


IllilOII. 


3&8  Sumnutg  f/ Eridenet  ^ 

•  JvaalTWLliiin  tii  an  dIBu>  nf  \ffia\t  emuluuiunt 
~*       cenHilenco:  au<),  l>e9i4W  tltat,  bfl  did  n 
whicli  wtu*  npiiUuililc  1o  tbu  third  cb: 
having  nil  tlinl  cvidcncfl  in  hU  hand. 

I  am  nwitrc,  with  rcviK-ct  to  thw  Ictt 
Mrllnjitings  htt<  tiiid.  id  his  rcplicatiti 

'i  that  letter  ww  in  iho  jiropcr  oOioo  and 

i«n'bMr'  duoeil.  Bui  we  mnlvtid  thai  wo  have 
XZ^_  siiiBcicnt  evidence  that  that  letter  w. 
.  »;,  anil  could  not  ho  nrodur«d  hy  i 
him,  Mr.  lUitiingi;  to  wuioh  evtdutce 
Lordi4iip«'  leave,  i»ll  ytwr  aUeutimt, 
giviin  with  rRKpecl  to  nnotlinr  oharjp 
tnu»l  (*o  bnok  to  the  pnnted  Minute 
whore  yiiu  will  God  thvm  in  jugo  79H: 
*-  At  a  Council  M  PoK  Allliiim.  lyili  rr4<rui 
I "  Tbe  tVnldn  traAiluiir  attrn<)init  in  tibrdii 
n.-porta,  tlutt  iiinn-  thr  i-nd  itf  ttii-  jnu-  i7rtl  ifai 
nnreapoocUncn  kc|>t  in  hi«  ulliw,  Iwi^aiuv  tVon 
(juraiiur  <Jpni-nil'»  deiiBrtuir  he  mu  ouplo^il 
(icnenJ  In  nianaj{F  the  mmujuiniluiDr,  ilannc 
IhlVV.  the  militaij-  ToiMan  Intmirvter,  paiJ  In 
Ijickiiiiw.  'llut  iluriiidC  that  whi)l«  puiix)  of 
rntinjy  u^nomiit  of  tlt«  i»ntitpon<l>inn-.  u  ]i«  i 
Kan  uxiviit  fiir  a  fiir  |>Biii-r*t  Miniptimc*  Krnt  I 
u'turh  hr  nlH-nyi  redimpd  bi  ihrm  a*  uion  m 
trtuuUtur  bo*  nceirvJ  fnim  Mr,  Kciftt.  man:  tti 
ilrjmrtuiv,  n  trunk  lytaljuninti  EnKUab  dmfto  ' 
Pcraisn  iin){inals  uf  li.tt«r«  ■nd  tiftptra.  with  ti 
lanftiu^n  iiitiUUDJHjz  riiiiiM  nf  li>tin«  wrilb-n  tn 
Jniiuarji.  1 7^f'  i  "no  if  Uir  Duwil  ithouM  phvae 
tlir  IjcntvKl  lJr]Tftrtni<!nt  Ui  fumti-li  bin)  wHfa 
and  draftn  rorairdcd  in  thrir  comniltatinna  bM.W4 
■md  ^iltl  January,  1~K5.  lie  tliinka  that  be  thot 
luu  ftiiind  in  ('ajitaiii  Bctitt's  trunk,  to  nt&ke  ii. 
lliul  prrlvd.] 

"  Signed,  Kdwj 


Fr-ttn  this  ivo  prove  that  the  luaertior 
Im  ri'{ily  i^  {K>rl'ectly  lidiw  and  imfoinn 
not  1"?  Ill  tlic  |iroiier  office— tint  IVr^i 
t!io  ijniptr  tifllce,  and  he  ditrlnraiK  Ihi 
jifiioil  ufi  such  pitpers  were  in  lii«  office 
were  tmnmctcd  tbruugli  another  chnnni 
way  in  which  he  could  make  out  the  Pe 
was  from  a  trunk  given  him  hy  Major 

■  PrtnMd  in  ilio  '  WnnM  of  Uio  Kridenc 
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tend,  was  not  a  public  officer  but  the  private  agent  of  Mr.  o  June  itoo. 
Hasting:?.     In  that  trunk  was  this  paper ;  and  by  no  means 
bat  through  Mr.  Hastings  himself  could  it  come  to  the  Board. 

I  should  hope  that,  upon  these  grounds,  we  have  fully 
made  out  to  your  Lordships  the  second  point  of  criminality 
which  I  stated.  The  first  is  the  bad  example  set  the  Com- 
pmy's  servants ;  the  second  being,  not  only  the  bad  example 
tet  by  this  mock  trial,  but  a  criminal  negligence  in  bringing 
to  that  trial  persons  whom,  according  to  his  own  statement 
of  the  business,  he  considers  and  is  morally  certain  to  have 
bad  in  their  possession  sissets,  given  originally  for  him  but 
destined  by  him  to  the  Company,  and  which,  it  appears,  they 
in  no  shape  ever  produced. 

Lict  me  say  a  word  or  two  upon  the  circumstances  ofcircum- 
i^gravation  and  the  concomitant  circumstances  which  throw  a^nmition. 
much  suspicion  upon  them.     In  the  first  place,  would  it  not 
have  been  fit  that,  in  an  offer  so  suspicious  as  this  of  the  ten  socrccy  as 
laesy  it  should  have  appeared,  somewhere,  through  whom  that  channel  of 
offer  was  made?    He  says  it  was  through  Mr.  Middleton.  *'*«°''**' 
Why  is  Mr.  Middleton's  letter  conveying  the  Nawab's  offer 
kept  secret?     Why  has  not  it  appeared  upon  the  Company's 
records  ?     It  is  not  in  a  situation  to  be  produced  to  your 
Lordships  at  this  moment.     Secrecy  in  these  matters  is,  to  a 
csonsiderablc  degree,  a  presumption  of  guilt. 

I    would   wish    to   call   your   Lonlships'   attention   to   a  Date  of  the 
material  part  of  the  evidence,  which  is — the  date  of  this      ***^ 
transaction.     He  says  the  offer  was  made  to  him  in  February, 
1782:   the  letter  in  which  he  makes  the  discovery  of  the 
100,000/.,  the  first  present  from  the  Wazir,  is  dated  from  Patna, 
the  2()th  of  January,  1782.     But,  my  Lords,  we  have  proved 
that  that  letter  did  not  leave  Calcutta  till  the  latter  end  of 
February,  and  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  arrived  at  Calcutta  on 
the  5th  of  February.    Therefore  it  is  idmost  certain — I  allow 
there  is  a  bare  possibility  [of  its  being  otherwise],  by  a  few 
days — but  it  is  almost  certain,  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  actually 
received  the  intelligence  of  the  offer  of  this  second  present 
at  the  time  he  sent  away  his  letter  giving  an  account  of 
the  first.    But  it  matters  not  to  me  whether  he  had  or  not. 
In  that  letter   of  the  20th    of  January,    he    speaks  of   a  Omission 
present  from  the  Wazir,  desires  the  Company  will  give  it  ?ao«,inhiii 
him,  but  promises  that  whenever  it  is  completed  he  willjg^ij*^ 
send  them  an  account  of  it — a  promise  which  he  afterwards  ^,Jj;^£," 
8aytf  entirely  escaped  his   recollection.      But,  Mr.  Larkinsofroredhim. 
putting  him  in  mind  of  this  promise,  he  goes  beyond  his 
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■  iw,  [inimiM-;  lie  -tiya— ■' I  Ihoiifihl  U  rigl 
~  Utut  wliicli  I  |)i-iiuiiM.-il,  but  all  tint  wac 
ftpiril"— M  lu>  caW*  it — '■of  litnt  prouiu 
of  portuniiinK  uot  unly  tbu  \&.\vr  bi 
Itruiuuu,  liL-  Hiiitla  an  ncixititit  t>f  a 
m\a*t  nil  received  al  difTorvnt  {MviocU, 
ncotiou  wUalever  nilh  tlut  prifsunl  be  I 

Now,  III!  luiviiig  rari-tiMl  ttu-  rpiril  uf 
wliicli  pnniiini  wiw  "iiitiily  l<i  g>Tc  un  nc 
wiiicli  he  luul  n.-c4.-ifi.-d  in  eoti«<''|ii);ncv  a 
AV'idir,  in  the  iDtintb  uf  Sii|iti--mbcrt  a 
carritid  it  ou  far  a»  to  «y  [lint  it  include 
in  hiiu  to  \gi\a  au  ocoDunt  mF  all  tho  tuor 
would  your  l^rdaliiiK  coooinrQ  that  wi 
luid  (friwt  uirtilo  ttu*  latter  ciruutiwtit 
fallon,  that,  wilhin  n  few  tUya  niWj 
account  i>i  iliut  |(n!«enl  of  l«ii  luci^  ha 
of  t<-n  Inctt  inure,  lu  which  Iiu  ilii)  not  gi 
liiiu!,  wlkcthor  he  lucouit  to  rccoivf  ii 
hnvt!  suirpwcd  bo  wtnild  huvc  thought 
''  ten  liii»  more  (<rer«  vflorcd,  whicli  I 
uivsclli  hut  luke  for  your  ncoiiunt,  ur  i 
TfuMi-  In  »<•  nicntton  lunde  of  lltOM  funu 
fivK''  If  I  Hilt  iivked,  fur  ouo,  how  I  iicoaui 
■ii  tnutti  uwti  I  I'jiiiDot  nmuiimt  for  it  upon 
""^  c^id  ii[utn  n  fyruior  occiuion.  Ilut  yci 
(tuAiiit'idii  ihni.  ID  iiiforuiiDg  the  Dircotii 
t»)itC4>a]ii)g  thnt  from  hiB  coDoagura,  at 
jnfoi-miu^  lli§  rollca^cs  of  niuilltor  pt 
coded  frou)  |)ig  Directors,  ho  luighl  lliii 
tu  t;6tii)ilu«h  a  kiml  of  injufuMon  niitl  niisl 
prii*uiilti,  iitid  tlitii,  in  fuct,  Mr.  Maoj 
iiiforuiL-d  of  otic  and  tlio  Dirccturei  of  o 
>ii|iiiiiSGfl  that  tbvy  were  oiiu  iini]  Ihu  sa: 
if  tlic  Dircctoia  should  Ijc  dii^itowd  t 
luijxht  ciitiuunl  and  nut  the  other  \a  hia  v 
^nii  'i'ho  wholfi  of  this  tmiiMtction  is  iovol 

■iiuio  id  nut  [if  uiy  power  to  imnivcl,  but  wliii 
T-i.  of  gi-eiit  siiMiiicioi).  Ili»  (Hwdiioting 
dubiiM>ii  ntid  Middltitnn  in  tiio  luiutiitir  i 
diiitt  Uii'm — bin  exjiroMiitg  tlmt  hit  was 
uMutx  to  the  iiiuuiint  of  ten  lac«  of  ninoc 
sion  uf  Johoeua  or  Middleton,  ann  a 
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renuiin  in  tlieir po.**8Ci?8ioii — was 4?liOAving an indiflercnoc about u Jink ituo. 
the  Company 'tf  in'operty  which  would  be  blauieablc  to  the 
lofst  degree  in  any  inferior  servant,  but  which,  in  the  situation 
of  a  Governor  General,  in  my  idea,  amounts  to  a  high  crime 
and  mi^^demeanour. 

Wc  have  shown  this  to  be  attended  with  mischievous  cir-  im-onnis- 
camstances  of  every  kind,  and  have  shown  that  every  pre- conSuct  in 
tence  ufjon  this  present  is  directly  at  war  with,  and  in  host-  S^r'pp^ 
ility  and  enmity  with,  every  i)retence  he  has  set  up  for  his  »^^^' 
oonduct  upon  former  piesenls ;  for  if,  in  former  presents,  lie 
£d  right  to  keep  them  from  his  colleagues,  in  order  that  he 
might  not  exciie  their  jealousy  by  the  constructive  assertion 
of  a  separate  and  un])articipated  merit — if  all  that  was  so 
formidable,  as  he  states  it  to  be — all  I  can  say  is,  that  all  that 
danger  and  mischief  he  did  directly  incur  with  respect  to  this 
present     I  do   not   lay  the   communication  as   a   complete 
crime,  but  that  it  shows  that  he  might  safely  have  commun- 
icated all  the  rest  to  his  colleagues,  and  that  all  the  reasons 
he  gives  for  withholding  the  former  presents  from  his  col- 
leagues  have    no    truth   in   them,    but   are   only  pretences 
invented  since,  which  lie  did  not  believe,  but  which  pretences 
were    set  up  to  justify   a    conduct  much   more   easily  ex- 
plained upon  the  more  obvious  ground  of  his  having  intended 
to  kcej)  these  ju'eseiits  originally  to  himself. 

There  is  one  trait  runs  throughout  all  his  conduct  with  Want  of 
rcsiKJct  to  receiving  money.  It  was  said  by  a  great  orator  ,UI"J^*  *" 
of  a  great  statesman  and  general,  "m  rchus  publicis  nihil  [^^^' 
gimpleXf  nihil  apcrtuniy  nihil  how'stamr — a  very  great  charge 
uiK>n  any  man  in  his  public  concerns,  and  a  charge  much 
heavier  when  applied  to  Mr.  Hastings  in  his  pecuniaiy 
concerns  ;  for  1  do  not  know  how  a  character  or  description 
can  be  given  of  a  dishonest  man  more  completely  than  this — 
that  in  all  pecuniary  concerns  there  is  never  anything  plain, 
anything  open,  or  anything  honourable.  That  is  the  cha- 
racter of  Sir.  1  Tastings  in  these  pecuniary  concerns  which  I 
have  stated,  an<l  in  this  very  present  which  he  has  refused. 
There  are  many  traces  of  that  obliquity,  that  concealment 
and  that  mystery,  in  this  present  which  we  cannot  prove  him 
to  have  aecei^tcil,  as  in  ;ill  those  which  he  has  accepted;  and 
it  id  fortunate  for  \\i^  in  this  instance,  because  it^  serves  to 
prove  that  all  he  sets  up  upon  the  other  occasions  were 
pretences,  which  he  treated  with  the  same  contempt  as 
your  Lordships,  and  every  one  who  has  heard  of  this  case,  1 
believe,  has  universally  treated  them. 
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■iit*Biiw>     ^  liA*^  "'""^  tlravrn  ytmr  Xiordehin^  at 

Th>nii       ^^  *''*  fourtwnlli  Article,  to  wb!clk|  at 

^riKit     iutcutinn  of  (Imwlng  it     1   novr  uDOtB 

°"^'  •erenth  ArtU:!*  iip<»i>  whioli  wo  Itavc  pi 

yoKT  bi^fore  yoar  Iyitr(l»iii[M. 

A'hmni*-  J^J  Ijorda,  I  now  coiiio  to  the  subjt 

I2"f«™.in^™"   o*"  *1"^    revcnnc.      To   thcieo   wHu 

wlioW  of  tills  great  catiec  lliia  might 

vion,  to  be  n  very  dUliuct  and  Mpimttt: .' 

(y„„y,^u^   which  cunlaiiw   iiistlcr  ui'  Rorruptioi) 

jj"]"  ^ji^  your  LunLship*,  whi»  liavo  utK)oubti<d)y 

iiwi  "t        ()i>n<;c,  as  it  niw  occonionally  been  laid 

*'^'      not  ncceaaarjr  to  cxphun  tnot  they  ha' 

TiiriinHDi>  v^^T  iutiniate  cotmectiuQ ;  bcoim  I  ain 

jjjqwd  ^^   Imve  Hot  forgotten — and  tbercrore  it  » 

nmmoi     for  nio  iiiiiri'  timn  ciireorily  to  rcDuad 

iii.nt?  which   were  jinMhuxMl  oii   Moitdi 

tukcii   (Vi'tii    jiriiH-t-s,  ri)nimttlniow  of  n 

[jolitiukl  prvi>CHti! — but  wcru    pruscnta 

of   land,   under  the    idea,  *om«  of    tl 

— stippo8<.^d  to  bo  a  better   non)    for 

a\iO  means   n  lino — presonte   taken  oil 

rcveniio — and  that  nearly  ono  half  of  ( 

puivcd  were  taken,  in  aome  timpe  or 

of  Innrf.     Your  Lordahipa  Imvo  not  fo 

the  pcmiiiia  concerned  in  itiCM:  Lnuinict 

forci'ttun  thi;  niunc  of  Crofts,  tho  nai 

still  U-3H    have  ^ou   for^tt«n  the  nai 

Gunga  Govind  Sing,  who  nppcare  in 

Mr,   IlastingB*  tiatisnctJonB  with   rcRpw 

you  advert  to  every  part  of  this  chs 

thcBO  well-known  iionieH  agniii— upon  ti 

you  will  bo  led  to   suspect  wluit  you 

proved. 

T)iaa|}HiiDi-      The  two  points  whieli  I  mean  to  pf 

Maiui>.aiui    upon   thc  i<nbjoct  of  the  revenue  are, 

tton"S"ito'  wninn,  in  the  year  177«,and  the  de«tru. 

KTildul!^     Couiicileand  tho  substitnlioM  of  tt  com 

their  etvnd,  in  tho  year  178!. 

wiBcDity  or       With  reai>ect  to  the  instjtution  of  i 

i^a!T"      Lordships  in  evidence  on  Monday  «om 

UJSr"'"  *".'*■     **'*  difficulty  of  referring  yon 

arises  from  the  circumstance  of  the  e 

giren  so  lately  that  it  is  not  yet  pm 
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)fc  point  it  out  in  the  printed  evidence  to  your  Lord-  o  Junk  itoo. 
I  but  I  have  a  state  of  it  here  which  I  will  read,  and  I 
say  your  Lordships  will  find  the  printed  evidence  cor- 
nding  with  it.     Undoubtedly  if  it  does  not,  so  far  forth 
Bt  be  conceived  to  be  mistaken. 

Y  Lords,  in  a  more  early  stafre  of  this  cause,  wo  laid  Adminis- 
ml  pa{)crs   before  your  Lordships,  which  are  m  pages  the  njvouuo 
,1172  and  1178,  of  your  Minutes,  which  proved   that  JiK^jJ}-!*]!,^ 
Jircctors  did  consider,  as  in  my  opinion  they  ought  to  Qoy"^,op 
der,  the  Act  of  Parliament  in  the  year  1773,  as  entrust-  andcouudL 
he  Governor  General  and  Council  with  the  administra- 
of  the  revenue  in  IJengal,  .and  making  it  a  duty  upon 
I  to  execute  it,  which  they  had  no  right  whatever  toxonghtof 
ptte.  We  also  showed  yoii,  from  the  same  evidence,  that  of  tSo  duty. 
ipinion  of  Mr.  Hastings  respecting  delegation  was  the 
\\  that  he  conceived  the  Governor  General  and  Council 
no  right  whatever  to  delegate  their  powers ;  but,  above 
ie  objected  to  partial  delegation — that  he  conceived  the 
le  must  be  delegated  or  none ;  for  if,  in  fjict,  the  Gover- 
General  and   Council  were  to  delegate  any  particular 
of  their  power,  they  would  be  giving  the  colour  and 
tion  of  their  names  to  acts  of  which  they  could  by  no 
DS  be  a  judge. 

he  court  of  Directors  were  of  the  same  opinion,  and  con- 
•ed  all  kinds  of  delegation  of  authority  improper.     Not-  pok'fcation 
standing  this,  it  suited  Mr.  Hastings'  purpose,  in  the  year  to  wilhwto^ 
)•  to  delci'atc  to  certain  amins  the  most  considerable  power  i»a>"re  into 

~  1  lilt;  VAIlio  of 

1  this  subject,  perhaps,  that  was  ever  delegated  to  any  set  ostnU's. 
en.  He  constitutes  and  appoints  amins,  and  gives  them 
ral  power  as  inquisitors  to  make  inquiry  by  interroga- 
89  or  whatever  means  they  couM,  into  the  value  of 
J  landed  estate  throughout  the  dominions  of  the  Com- 
in  the  Ejist,  by  fi^rcing  all  title  deeds  from  their  owners  ; 
lort,  having  a  power  by  force  to  collect  from  them  every 
les  of  verbal  evidence,  and  every  species  of  written  docu- 
t  which  they  thought  might  be  of  assistance  to  them  in 
r  inquiries  into  the  value  of  these  lands.  He  was  not 
Bed  with  this,  but  he  entered  the  following  minute, 
{h  was  read  on  Monday :  — 

rovernor  General. — I  move  that  the  followinjf  letter  be  written  to  Mr.  Ilnnt- 
!hief  and  Council  at  Moorshe(lal)ail.  iiigM'minutc. 

Complaint  having  liecn  made  by  Ram  Kam  Hose,  the  aunieen  of 
ireah,  that  many  of  the  jemindary  officers  refuse  to  deliver  to  him 
ccounts  of  the  collections  under  their  chari^c,  and,  in  other  resects 
Be  him  in  the  execution  of  his  commission,  we  hereby  positively 
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ii.ri  NK  JT:"'.  Iijivo  ullndrtl — the  scvontv  or  oi«'litv  liuv — that,  with  vc: 
'~       to  tlu'>i'  chiiiiis,   lu*  uiii.-t  pay  hi-  (h»LS  nut   l)C*lifVo  in  tl 
ill*  only  knows  oi'  ton,  and  ho  thinks  thitt  that  (.'hiiiu  oi 
wa-*  not  onlv  niJorcd   Imt    a«:tu:dlv  iircvidi.'d.     'J  liis  he 
h:ivn)|^  thi-  li'tt(?r,  and  not  urodnfini^  it  in  ovidoncc. 

i»r.H,fth;it         I>ni  whin  vt»n  read  that  tho   char^o  aLiaiii>t  Mr.  J««h 

til''  %riwnli      •  *  ^ •^^         ' 

.li.iu'ii.Mii.-  i.-*,  that  lu'  did,  in  point  nl*  lact,  dir-snaiUMhi-  Xawah 
Ijivinjj  to  thi'  ('(unpanv  that  which  Mr.  Ila.-tinixs  h.id  lio 
hini  to  i{\\i\  yonr  Lord.-hi|H  will  at  lea*t  sni^posc 
wlu'thor  (hssnadi'd  hv  Mr.  tlolnison  or  hv  Ilvdor  1^  -j:  Kli: 
as  tliat  matter  is  loft  to  hv  sottU'd  brtwi-on  them  — at  Ir:i? 
had  hi'en  dissnadcd  by  somebody.  Now,  it  will  appear  1 
this  jettei",  tliat,  so  tar  from  beinir di3:«uaded  by  aiivhodv, 
\awal»  actually  d<»es  jrive  tht-ni  the  money,      lie  says:-- 

*■  On  tlic  sjiliii-cl  1)1"  ivw  hukstif  rupees  vein  ivrrutoillvh.ivi?  siiilthi 
NaI)i»I)  (luvri Hill's  plrnsin'c  is  that  I  should  ^iw  tlu-Jii  iVn-  iIum^jjh'IU 
tlic  CoMipjuiv's  sirciir.  'V\\v  Nal).'I>  (lovrriii.';  V  will  is  Ijiniliii-  ii'.ioni) 
can  iiinUi*  no  rxiiisi'-i.  Tjikf  tin  Im-ks  ol  iiipiTs  Wa-  tlu* »  vpiu^csi' 
('nnip.»n\'s  sii,  :iv.  Iiiii  vmi  lia\r  saiil  ihiii.  if  I  ;u\\  ^^illi^|^  lo  sis^is 
nllairh  nl  ih«*  C'i>nipnn\'s  sircin*.  _v»mi  '..ill  t'liHiJ  my  i'i'«jui-.s>.  aiim 
In  till'  pn|K'r,  as  xhr  N:i!k>1»  (inviin-n's  pitniix'iion  i»  niiiviil.  ^ 
irsptTl  1(1  tlif  two  points  uT  wli'rii  yon  hiwv  sjinkon.  1  a^nv  1j»  Inst 
ihcni.  and  will  ^ivt'  tor  [ho  oxpi'nsrs  ot'llir  ('onip.:n\'s  sipfur  TlH  bil 
rniMM's  tills  vr;n*.  and  six  larks  ^t\  lupifs  vcarlv  in  liv.'ji  <it  ri -jiii'iiits, i 
roiiflition  that  I  «'l)t:«nj  niy  ivqniv.ts  nn»l  aiilliority.  It  is  ji.iUHTtbftt 
arljii.st  niy  ri'<jut.«ls  airiiTalilc  to  llu'  jiajKT  uj)iMI  U'hi.  h  iht-  N? 
(lovrrnor  has  ifivcn  onlrrs,  and  rrstuiv  in*.' to  tlir  iiiana^t  iiis'iil  ul  f 
ron<rni."'' 

Then  it  aj)|iears  that,  in  ixiint  of  fact,  the  whole  ef  I 

part  of  th(^   eharge  au;ainst  Mr.  «Iohnsou   is  entirely  fel 

beeanse   it  a])prars   that,  in  point   of  I'net,   neither  hi\  i 

llyder  Ju'i*"  Khan,  nor  anv  one  else,  did  dissnude  the  Xafl 

IVom  i^rautinii:  this  money;  but,  in   ]>oint  of  fact,  lie  1 

been   j)ersnaded   to  it,  and  he  net nally  oilers  it.     IJut  ii 

true  he  oilers  it  mider  eertaiii  eonditionj? — ho  oilers  it  uw 

the  eonditions  of   a  request,  which,   he   says,   he  h\s  k 

eni'ou raided  to  make  from  the  G<»vernor. 

Til.' If) jar,        Supnvisinix  this  was  a  demand  of  ii  new  ten  lac*  or 

waatii.  Mim  the  old  tcii  hics — a  matter  wdiicli  T  profess  myself  not  to 

FVi.rilary,     "^hlc   to  decide — but  sujiposing  it   the  old  ten    lacs  off* 

in     February,    it    is  perfectly    intelligible.     ^Ir.   IlMtiflj 

sends  to  the  Xawab  and  says — "  Yon  offer   thifl  presea 

which  is  kind ;   give  it  to  the  Company,  not  to  nie,  mi 


<  opy  of  h'ttiT  fnmi  tho  Nawab  Wnzir  to  Arajor  l*aInuT,  dalrf  IWb  Sh 
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\  grateful  as  if  it  was  given  to  myself/'    The  Nawab  o  Junb  1790. 

Fake  all  these  things,  but  then  grant  me  a  paper  of 

whicli  the  Governor  has  declared  his  approbation 

it  is — "  Let  nic  see  the  Governor's  gratitude  in  the 

'  as  I  should  have  seen  it  if  this  had  gone  to  his 

:et,  in.stcnd  of  the  pur-^^e  of  the  Company." 

astings  does  not  produce  this  letter.     Mr.  Hastings  ^'5f^4?"V 

produce    Mr.  iliddh^ton's    evidence.     He    acquits  inpj' acquit- 
ison  upon   tlie  third  cliarge,  declaring   that  he  is  joimson. 
ertaiii  his  as.sertioiKs  are  false — that  he  is  morally 
hat  those  assignments  were  made  out — but  if,  on 

to  the  motives  of  liis  own  mind,  on  their  testimony 
yes  it — *^  1  must  acquit  him/'  It  is  a  candid 
—  acquittini^  a  man  in  this  way  ;  saying — '^  I  am 
he  has  told  a  falseliood ;  I  am  morally  certain 
ilt  !*'  Though,  for  want  of  evidence,  one  might  be 
io  accjuit  such  a  person,  yet  one  would  not  sup- 
a  person,  who  was  morally  certain  in  his  own  mind 
lilt,  should    consider   him  as  an  object  of  favour : 

Hastings,    in    a   very  short    time   after,    employs  Hi»  Rubse- 
sou  in   a   most   lucrative,  important  and   trustful,  pKfymeSt'of 
le  office  of  an  ambassador  to  the  Nizam — showing  Johnson. 
at  all  this  complaint  of  Johnson,  all  this  trial,  was 

is,  at  least,  wc  collect,  from  his  bringing  none  of  11  w  nofficct 
nee  that  it  was  neciossary  to  bring — that  this  was,  acconnt'of 
rue, — that  Mr.  Hastings  know  that  certain  sums  of  f/,p/hc"^** 
id  been  received,  and  Ikj  took  no  care  for  the  Com-  <>>"M>any. 
t  that  money  should   bo   any   way  accounted  for 
• 

ot  like  to  hazard  a  conjecture  of  what  T  cannot  Conjojinm 
tut,  if  it  be  true  that  those  assets  were  ever  made  sVtTicniont 
ever  given   to    Middleton   and  tlohnson,  then  the  ifir.^^iast- 
ay  be  exiilained  in  this  way — that,  boinjj   told  that  V^ff*  ""'^ 
8   were   made  out,  ana  hearing  no  more  ot  them, 

be  angry  with  tlohnson  thinking  he  had  appro- 
hem  to  his  own  use  ;  Johnson  might  apply  to 
dngs,  and  Mr.  Hastings  and  he  might  settle  it 
in  any  manner  your  Ijordships  can  conceive.  But 
{thing  was  settled  in  a  sinister  manner  appears  clear 

face  of  the  thing ;  for  it  is  impossible  that  any 
'  could  have  mnde  such  a  charge,  that  he  should 
Dnvinccd,  notwithstanding  Johnson's  asseverations, 
is  the  fact,  and  that  he  should  immediately  employ 
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I  •JiMinnhiai  in  an  office  uf  jnv-nl  eInolumt^tlt,  and  gn-al  met 
'  cimtiilunce  :  iinil.  Imjmuii*  tli«l,  !ie  did  not  bring  aoy  e\v 

whicli  was  iip|ili(Mtbtc  ti)  <hi«  iturd  uhiu^i:  ngniiut  •lol 

hft>'iag  all  tliat  cvidenco  in  hU  hand. 
'  AiuwHto         I  am  awiire,  wirli  nupn^t  Co  tliie  loiter  of  lite  Natrab,ll 
.'ifc^lijlw      Mrllnstiiiga  has  Mud,  iu  his  replication  to  our  chsi]^,  tlflt 
I  (SS^Sfei,  'Ijal  lidtcr  was  in  Uic  proper  ofticc  aiwJ  mifjlit  havo  beiJi  po: 
I'CniKvn     diiccd.     Hut  we  contend  liial  wG  tiave  produced  unple 
f  ISIli'ih?      Kutficiont  cvidi-ncc  that  that  leUor    wiw  not  in  llifl  jir^rf 

him.  Mr.  1  lusting* ;  to  winch  evidence  I  will  now.  with yn 
L  Lordshipfl'  Iravi',  call  your  attention.     This  uvidimro  i 

L  given   with  respect  to  nnolhcr  charge,  and  thorrfiw  m 

I  must  go  back  to  the  printiid  Minutea  of  the  year  \1^ 

I  whore  yoii  will  find  llieni  in  page  799 : — 

I  "  At  »  Cmmral  ot  Fort  William,  I9lU  FcliniMy,  I7»5-     IVi 

I  ["  llif  PmUn  ImulnttM  utti-nifinff  in  nbviiicuiT  in  \br  llaunYia'i'A^ 

I  n^unt*.  tbnt  Rinc«  the  pnd  -at  tbu  yvnr  1781  there  hare  bnn  lut  Wu' 

I  conriponitonw  kvpt  in  liis  otlln,  bi<c»iiM<  from  that  binn  vtOZ  ih>  li 

I  (lovprnor  ticjiMiJ's  r1rj)iirtiirr  he  wan  cmriln^.:<l  twil  one*  lij  tbt  (!u«n* 

I  Ucniuml  1(1  inutinftc  the  n>rn'ipnni]rncc.  dunnj;  n  aliorl  vikU  vrlwA  Ha) 

I  Davy,  the  mtlibuT-  I'mion  iniFrprptcr,  paid  liy  ibn  GoriTBur'i  rnikni 

I  Lucknow.    'Dint  during  tliat  wliide  jimuil  of  thn»  t«ui  be  maM 

I  i^iitin-ly  ignorant  uf  thtt  curri»|iondaicc.  ah  hr  wo*  D|ipliM]  to  na  dom* 

K  nion  uiwpt  fur  a  few  paprra,  nuuietinuo  seal  tu  him  by  Ihi^  MCfrfir~ 

I  whi<'>i  )i«  alwnf  H  rrtiinied  to  ihf  m  u  «noD  lui  tmubtnt    TW  Ph 

I  tmnNlotor  h«fl  nxrivpil  from  Mr.  Scott,  cincc  ihi-  Ule  Outrrnw  Qcdo 

I  'kpartiirr,  a  tnink  c«niiunin|{  t^nxlith  Aiaftn  and  IraiuIatioiM,  toi 

I  I'crsiiui  ori)(inn]a  nt  Ictten  anil  |iB)ien,  with  Lhrro  tmuki  in  tht  IVe 

I  Iiiii((iinjtL'  niataiiUDK  fupic!)  uf  Irtlcn  written  tirttvrrn  AuituH,  I7KJ,k 

K  JatiiiBT)-,  17SZi|  andiftlie  Biiani  nbould  plewe  tnnrdcTlhuMXnOM* 

K  the  General  Depurtint^nl  U>  fumiiitL  him  with  oupir*  uf  all  iranriMi 

H  and  ilrafto  nvounled  in  their  ronnnltntiuii*  bctwmii  ibo  1 M  Jniiuu^.  Ui 

H  and  .tint  Jnnnary,  I/Xfi,  be  think*  that  he  ahould  br  al>k.  with  vW 

H  hai  found  in  t'ajitain  Scott'a  tnink,  to  make  np  th«  rarvmfnnAma i 

I  tliat  prriud.] 

"  SianMl,  Knw&RD  Culkspimiu. 
"  i'fniiMi  tnjuUut,'* 
nMi'''tB^         From  this  we  prove  llmt  the  assertion  of  Mr.  Hastingt  i 
psMu        hi.'<  rpjily  is  iwrHjctly  fidsc  nud  unronnd'-d.  lor  that  jl      ' 
oSK'     '     not  bi^  in  ihc  proper  ufKce— flic   IVrsian  traii<dat'irA 
the  proiK-r  office,  antl  he  dcclnrinjt   that  durin;;  ibe 
period  no  tmcb  piiners  were  in  his  office  wliatevt>r — tlut 
were  tranwictcd  through  another  channel,  and  that  Ihc 
way  in  which  lie  could  make  out  tlie  Pentian 
was  from  a  trunk  given  him  by  M^or  Soolt,  wbo,'ffC 
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tend,  was  not  a  public  officer  but  the  private  agent  of  Mr.  o  Juke  itoo. 
[lasting!^.     In  that  trunk  was  tliis  paper ;  and  by  no  means 
}ut  through  Mr.  Hastings  himself  could  it  come  to  the  Board. 

I  should  hope  that,  upon  these  grounds,  we  have  fully 
nadc  out  to  your  Lordships  the  second  point  of  criminality 
grhich  I  stated.  The  first  is  the  bad  example  set  the  Com- 
Miny's  servants;  the  second  being,  not  only  the  bad  example 
let  by  this  mock  trial,  but  a  criminal  negligence  in  bringing 
o  that  trial  persons  whom,  according  to  his  own  statement 
if  the  business,  he  considers  and  is  morally  certain  to  have 
uid  in  their  possession  assets,  given  originally  for  him  but 
lestined  by  him  to  the  Company,  and  which,  it  appears,  they 
n  no  shape  ever  produced. 

Let  me  say  a  word  or  two  upon  the  circumstances  ofcirnim- 
iggravation  .ind  the  concomitant  circumstances  which  throw  a^nmtion. 
nuch  suspicion  upon  them.     In  the  first  place,  would  it  not 
lavc  been  fit  that,  in  an  offer  so  suspicious  as  this  of  the  ten  somH^  as 
ac8,  it  should  have  appeared,  somewhere,  through  whom  that  ^,i5neiof 
>ffer  was  made?    He  says  it  was  through  Mr.  Middleton.  *^^® °®*' 
Nhj  is  Mr.  Middleton's  letter  conveying  the  Nawab's  offer 
tept  secret  ?     Why  has  not  it  appeared  upon  the  Company's 
'ceords  ?     It  is  not  in  a  situation  to  be  produced  to  your 
liordships  at  this  moment.     Secrecy  in  these  matters  is,  to  a 
onsiderable  degree,  a  presumption  of  guilt, 

I    would   wish    to   call   your   Lordships'   attention   to   ai>*i<?ofthe 
natcrial  part  of  the  evidence,  which  is — the  date  of  this     ^^^^  °"' 
ransaction.     He  says  the  offer  was  made  to  him  in  February, 
1782:  the  letter  in  which  he  makes  the  discovery  of  the 
100,000/.,  the  first  present  from  the  Wazir,  is  dated  from  Patna, 
;he  2()th  of  January,  1782.     But,  my  Lords,  we  have  proved 
hat  that  letter  did  not  leave  Calcutta  till  the  latter  end  of 
February,  and  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  arrived  at  Calcutta  on 
he  6th  of  February.    Therefore  it  is  almost  certain — I  allow 
here  is  a  bare  possibility  [of  its  being  otherwise],  by  a  few 
lays — but  it  is  almost  certain,  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  actually 
•cceivcd  the  intelligence  of  the  offer  of  this  second  present 
It  the  time  he  sent  away  his  letter  giving  an  account  of 
:he  first.    But  it  matters  not  to  me  whether  he  had  or  not 
[n  that  letter   of  the  20th    of  January,    he    speaks  of    a  Omission 
>reaent  from  the  Wazir,  desires  the  Company  will  give  it  u<Ji,®nhiii 
lim,  but  promises  that  whenever  it  is  completed  he  willjj^jjj*^ 
end  them  an  account  of  it — a  promise  which  he  afterwards  **{JJ^J[^*^ 
tajA  entirely   escaped  his   recollection.      But,  Mr.  LarkinsofToredhim. 
Hitting  him  in  mind  of  this  promise,  he  goes  beyond  his 


»j«!.»mi.proiiiiK-;  ho  tayn—"  1  tlinii«h(  il  rigli 
tltur  wlikh  I  im>iiiiiiuil.  but  all  llnit  wiu 
i^l)iril" — aa  he  c«ll»  U — "  nf  idat  promut 
uF  itcrfiiniiin);  tii>L  only  the  Icltcr  Ini 
|>rotiuN,  lie  0cmU  Ml  ncoitiit  uf  a 
•uuu,  ull  rccciTw]  ut  dUTcn-Jit  pcriud^  i 
ni»ltou  wltoleTcr  wUK  lliat  prcKiit  Im  b 

Ntiw,  liv  having  curried  Iho  Aplrit  of  I 
wliicii  iKuuiiiK:  wu  fiiupl)'  tu  givti  oa  tux 
nhich  lir  luul  i'i»:uivi«l  ID  tiOMbiluvnci:  ol 
^V'atir,  iu  Uic  inunth  uf  Septuiobcr,  U 
carriui]  it  lui  fiir  ns  tn  siij*  tbnt  it  inuludiuj 
in  him  to  giva  au  tioGount  of  all  llionioiv 
would  your  Ijtinl»bi|u  unncGive  diut  wil 
und  grtiti  oirdc  lUii  Utter  (nreitinsUr 
fidhsn,  llutt,  wilhin  u  fuw  Hayt  mfker 
MKouiit  uf  that  |irpseut  of  Ivii  Uc»*  Iw 
of  ten  IncM  iiiurL',  tu  which  be  did  uot  gi^ 
tiitif.,  whcthvc  he  meiint  to  roccivu  it  i 
have  euppoecd  be  would  have  thoucht  i 
"  ti'ii  l)ti»  niiirc  were  niTered,  wbiob  1  < 
inyaell',  but  uke  fW  >'iiiir  Hcctxint,  or  « 
Ttii-rc  ii>  no  tutiulidu  uiiulit  uF  tbcsu  cunis 
ijj|^]h»  If  I  am  iiiik(Ml.  for  imp,  bnw  1  neouiin 
*  *  luiut  oiyn  I  cjiiiiiat  noeminl  fur  it  ujion 

eavl  uptin  a  fiiruier  ucca«iuiL  But  yet, 
6U«pidoi)  tlmt,  in  informing  tho  I^reetot 
(Hitiucoliug  tlint  from  hiu  colleagues,  itn 
infoi-miug  bia  culleaguG><  of  unntbcr  un 
oculed  frouk  tho  DirectorH,  hi;  iiiigtil  tbiu 
to  eatablUh  a  kind  ofuuiifuctun  imd  mifii 
prtittentn,  utid  tliut,  in  iiivt,  ^Ir.  Mftcp 
infinruicd  uf  unc  and  the  Diructorx  uf  oi 
mplMMed  that  tlioy  wore  one  and  tlio  sar 
if  the  Directora  ohould  be  dispoecd  U 
uiigbt  conceal  and  put  tho  other  in  hia  pi 
Knaniijimi  Tho  wliolo  of  tljis  tmuimi'.tion  u  involt 
twuiisiilbc  is  out  uf  my  power  to  uumvol,  but  wbiu 
'^in^.  of  grout  «iiHtiioii(U.  y]i»  conducting 
•lohnMori  iitid  MiddltfUui  hi  thu  lunnuer  u 
diiot  tliom — hi«  uxpritrain^  tliat  he  vae 
iL*iot«  to  the  iiiDOunt  of  len  lacii  of  rmiuei 
sion  of  Jolineon  or  Middlclon,  and  an 
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remain  in  their  pu^il?Cl««!li(»n — was4*liOAvingjin  indiHercnce  about  »jrNEi7i«o. 
iic  t'oiiipany'ij  jn'opcrty  which  woukl  be  blauieublc  to  the 
OKt  degree  in  any  inferior  servant,  but  which,  in  the  situation 
>f  a  Governor  General,  hi  my  idea,  amounts  to  a  higli  crime 
md  mi.sdemcanour. 

We  have  shown  tliis  to  be  attended  with  mischievous  cir-  imonsis- 
muistanees  of  every  kind,  and  have  sliown  that  every  pre-  conSuct  in 
;ence  uj)on  this  present  is  directly  at  war  with,  and  in  host-  ^^^\l^ 
lity  and  enmity  with,  every  pretence  he  has  t^et  up  for  his  ^^^^ 
sonduct  upon  former  pi  events ;  for  if,  in  former  presents,  he 
lid  right  to  keep  them  from  his  colleagues,  in  oixler  that  he 
night  not  exciie  their  jealousy  by  the  constructive  assertion 
»f  a  separate  and   un])articipated  merit — if  all  that  was  so 
bnnidable,  iw  he  states  it  to  be — all  I  can  say  is,  that  all  that 
langer  and  mischief  he  did  directly  incur  with  respect  to  this 
)rc8CQt     I  do    not   lay  the   communication  as   a   complete 
^rime,  but  that  it  shows  that  he  might  safely  have  comniun- 
catcd  nil  the  rest  to  his  colleagues,  and  that  all  the  reasons 
le  gives  for  witlihoMing  the  iormer  presents  from  his  col- 
eagues   have    no    truth   in    them,   but   arc   only  pretences 
nveuted  since,  which  lie  did  not  believe,  but  which  pretences 
vcre    set  up  to  justify   a    eonduot  much   more   easily  ex- 
plained upon  the  more  obvious  ground  of  his  having  intended 
o  keep  these  presents  originally  to  himself. 

There  is  one  trait  runs  throughout  all  his  conduct  with  Waui  of 
•cs[>eet  to  receiving  money.  It  was  said  by  a  great  onitor  ,!Il"i?y^  " 
)f  a  great  st:ite>man  and  general,  '*  m  rclnis  publin's  wiVi// }rj"^'' 
rimplexy  nihil  apcrtum,  nihil  ho/tr stain;'' — a  very  great  charge 
ipon  any  man  in  his  public  concerns,  and  a  charge  much 
icavier  when  applied  to  Air.  Hastings  in  his  pecuniary 
M>nccrns  ;  for  I  do  not  know  how  a  character  or  description 
»n  be  given  of  a  dishonest  man  more  completely  than  this — 
hat  in  all  pecuniary  conci'rns  there  is  never  anything  plain, 
iny thing  open,  or  anything  honourable.  That  is  the  chu- 
■acter  of  Sir.  Hastings  in  these  pecuniary  concerns  which  I 
lavc  stated,  and  in  this  very  present  which  he  has  refused, 
riicrc  are  many  tract's  of  that  obliquity,  that  concealment 
ind  that  mystery,  in  this  j)resent  which  we  ciuinot  prove  him 
A}  have  accepteil,  as  in  ;ill  those  which  he  has  accepted;  and 
t  is  fortunate  for  us  in  this  instance,  because  it^  serves  to 
irovc  that  all  he  sets  up  uijon  the  other  occasions  were 
irctences,  which  he  treated  with  the  same  contempt  as 
rour  Lordships,  and  every  one  who  has  heard  of  this  case,  1 
lelicve,  has  universally  treated  them. 
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»V2  .VtfMiHU^  of  JCvidenct  oji  the  GtA,  1th 

B.      I  luiVf  iMiw  ilrawn  your  I»ttlali!na'  atl 
of  lliu  tburtconth  Artirlu,  to  wliVJi.  at  I 
iatciitioo  of  drawing  it.     I  now  come 
eoTvnth  Article  upou  whtuh  wo  hnvo  pr 
year  before  ytiur  LunUhips. 

My  Lonls,  I  now  oouie  to  the  eubjc< 

^  tion  of  tbc   revenue.     To  those  wlio   j 

wholu  of  lhi«  grtnt  cause  tlitA  ntiglit  t 

riew,  to  be  &  very  distinct  and  ^cimrate  A 

,   whicl)  (wntniDc   nuitt«r  i>r  otrruiition   n 

Willi  y**'""  Lordehipi,  who  havo  umlonbli-dly 

^M^r*"    dcnci',  as  it  has  uccjunoniilly  bcoii  laid  i 

iiribsT-       ^^^  pecc*«iry  to  explain  that  they  hsT 

Tiumrmuii  Very  iutiuiate  connection ;  becaiifc  I  am 

JJ»|T['J|^^    have  not  forgotten — and  tb«refore  it  w 

RKknor     for  mo  mon?.  than  viirwrily  to  remind 

sent«  which   wuro  prodiirwl  ou   Moiida; 

taken  from   pr!ncc!>,  conimiindvrv  of  ui 

politicnl    (ircecnts — but  were     prvevnta 

of  land,  under  the    idea,  «omc  of  th 

— iinp[K>Bi!d  to  lio  a  bctWr   word    for 

also  means   a  fino— presenia   taken  on 

Tfvonttc — and  llutt  uc^irly  one  half  of  t| 

pruvwl  wurfi  taken,  in  wuie  ahape  or 

of  htud.     Your  Lordsbips  Iiavc  not  for 

the  iwreonn  conivrned  in  thoeo  tnuunctj 

forcottcn  tho  nimic  of  Crorts.  the  nan 

8li)l  Ic3»    havu  yon   fur^tteu  the  nan 

Ounga  Govind   Sing,  who  appears  in  ; 

Mr.   lloi^tinga'  transactions  with  rcttpce 

you  itdvert  to  every  part  of  this  chiu 

tlteso  well-k-nown  name^  ngnin — upon  tb 

yon  will  bo  led   to   sn^pect  what  yon 

I>roved. 

Tiioipijoiiii-      The  two  points  which  I  moan  to  pr< 

aniaii?miii    upon  the  iuhjcct  of  the  rovcnue  are, 

itJi'SiK'"  omins,  in  tho  year  HTfi.and  tho  dcdtruo 

KIJ^"5l!l'     Councils  and  the  aubstitntion  of  a  coiar 

their  stead,  in  tlie  your  I78I. 

THfflcuii:*  of       With  respect  to  the  institntion  of  a 

^^'^'^      Lordahips  in  evident  on  Monday  8om< 

^j^""  toil,     The  difficulty  of  referring  youi 

arises  from  (he  circumelance  of  the  8' 

given  60  lately  that  it  in  not  yet  prio 
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i  point  it  out  in  the  printed  evidence  to  your  Lord-  o  Junk  1790. 
but  I  have  a  state  of  it  here  which  I  will  read,  and  I 
ly  your  Lordships  will  find  the  printed  evidence  cor- 
ding with  it^     Undoubtedly  if  it  does  not,  so  far  forth 
;  be  conceived  to  be  mistaken. 

Lords,  in  a  more  early  stage  of  this  cause,  wo  laid  Aciminis- 
1  papers   before  your  Lordships,  which  are  in  pages  tlu' rcvc^nuc 
1172  and  1178,  of  your  Minutes,  which  proved   that  ?S;;j^}{-^^ 
irectors  did  consider,  as  in  my  opinion  they  ought  to  ^  ^f*** 
er,  the  Act  of  Parliament  in  the  year  1773,  as  entrust-  and  council, 
e  Governor  General  and  Council  with  the  administra- 
r  the  revenue  in  Bengal,  and  making  it  a  duty  upon 
to  execute  it,  which  they  had  no  right  whatever  toNonghtof 
,te.  We  also  showed  you,  from  the  same  evidence,  that  of  t^duty. 
»inion  of  Mr.  Hjistings  respecting  delegation  was  the 
,  that  he  conceived  the  Governor  General  and  Council 

0  right  whatever  to  delegate  their  powers ;  but,  above 
!  objected  to  partial  delegation — that  he  conceived  the 

must  be  delegated  or  none ;  for  if,  in  Aict,  the  Govcr- 
reneral  and  Council  were  to  delegate  any  particular 
>f  their  power,  they  would  be  giving  the  colour  and 
3n  of  their  names  to  acts  of  which  tliey  could  by  no 
;  be  a  judge. 

5  court  of  Directors  were  of  the  same  opinion,  and  con- 
d  all  kinds  of  delegation  of  authority  improper.     Not-  DcU^jcation 
landing  this,  it  suited  Mr.  Hastings'  purpose,  in  the  year  to  amhw  to 
to  delegate  to  certain  amins  the  most  considerable  power  [y^'"'y  *;*^*i 
this  subject,  perhaps,  that  was  ever  delegated  to  any  set  estates. 
Q.     He  constitutes  and  appoints  amins,  ami  gives  them 
(&1  power  as  in([ui8itors   to  make  inquiry  by  interroga- 
,  or  whatever   means  they  could,    into   the   value  of 
landed  estate  throughout  the  dominions  of  the  Com- 
In  the  East,  by  forcing  all  title  deeds  from  their  owners ; 
>rt,  having  a  power  by  force  to  collect  from  them  every 
8  of  verbal  evidence,  and  every  species  of  written  docu- 
which  they  thought  might  be  of  assistance  to  them  in 
inquiries  into  the  value  of  these  lands.     He  was  not 
ed  with  this,  but   he  entered  the  following  minute, 

1  was  read  on  Monday :  — 

•vemor  General. — I  move  that  the  following  letter  be  written  to  jfr.  HaHt- 
icf  and  Council  at  Moorshedabad.  ings'minute. 

'ompkunt  havinjf  been  made  by  Ram  Kam  Rose,  the  aumeen  of 
sah,  that  many  of  the  jemindary  officers  refuse  to  deliver  to  him 
tnints  of  the  collections  under  their  charj^e,  and,  in  other  res^)ect8 
him  in  the  execution  of  his  commission,  we  hereby  positively 
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umiiM.  'I'**^  *-^*'-^'  *">  ^T  mnptabl  Usnc  made  I 
-^  btiai  0117  otl>i'r  Wimuen*  wb«  iMfn  bcMi  depot 
Uiiaetlotr))'  take  IIm'  iikuA  rSbrliLal  uewu  1i 
auihurtty,  by  iwiainK  >ni'li  pap**«  uT  tlM>  mile 
nmfornnjri;  tu  ifacir  tiutnictKm*,  lo  ba  pu 
rjniiiwlltuf;  tlic  nUniilaaoc  iif  raeh  rmniuc  e 
tir  ihr  numcciu  to  cxgilnla  tUrai,  anil  hjr  arr 
wii'i  *h»ll  [liur  onmlj'  tu  itppiMC  ot  dbuhe^  it 
Ibcw  ItuUnnta.' 

i<nin*-f/  M}*  Lonlii,  by  thie  tnlnuto  ho  givea 
^uSm««t  V  corptinil  j>unuKnii>n(,  liy  torture,  < 
[j^J]^'"""  ever,  any  of  the  myesltjaiHtwitu  which 
and  whicli  lio  cliouees  tu  taill  "  ihc  unli; 
in  iiulcriikl  to  ol^eervo  to  your  Lar 
tt\vM\  by  "  orJrw  nf  (;(iveriiiiii,tit "  U  a 
giivurnmcnt.  For  hv,  bvgirui  witli  J 
lutnt  of  Bonodl,  iimi  dwlarw  thai  tl 
wamint  nhnll  1)o  siiffitncnt  vrithoDt 
Council ;  and  he  bcgiiia  by  deetroyii 
oHtublisbc*!,  Ddt  by  the  Dinniton,  li 
I'arlinniont  of  (ircitt  Britnin.  Ho  ml 
jilncti,  aw\  tlivii  -'<»y-s  <liiit  wbouver  d 
thnt  which  he,  In  murJicry  ami  ilisdlt, 
i.i,  U!«  own  Krbitr.iry  nud  [iiMilivc  ordc 
noy  corptinil  piinuhnmal  that  fbnll  n] 
ini'lrumciite  to  inflict. 
Himrhir  U  will  bc  nuilf'nal  for  ynur  LorJoJii 
rn^diqwinj,  thcao  hia  iiiAtniiiiCDl:<.  One  t*  Mr. 
Giingu  (_nivii»d  ^ug— Giiiij£itGo>'ind  I 
(•orlly,  ]  hvg  Icttve  lo  niuke  tlie»c  tw 
lie  liml  bt'oti  dtiTnisscd  for  n  dotinquc 
diu-nn  of  the  (.'alctittA  Couituittee,  |>ai 
fvidoiico  of  n  man  cnlled  Cuujal-ua-E 
dcncc,  if  yom-  Lordi^ldiiti  know  as  niuc 
would  uiidoiiblodly  not  give  uiitch  crc 
of  what  hiui  licui  don«  tipon  the  cvie 
your  IjiirdsIiijU5  li»d  n  power  of  listcnin 
sion,  would  cause  iiioro  indignutton, 
iM  uny  of  the  thiagi!  we  cao  hafc  to  st« 
caiiBC.  But,  not  only  ui)on  the  cvid« 
Kimu,  bill,  upon  liis  uwii  nuifcanon,  Wi 
Hiug  di^miwed  front  thu  office  of  i1 
ili>jiiiis«vd,  Mr.  Ucwliti^s  ubouttce  to  on 
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■mia — that  is.  imiuiditor  general — with   a  power  to  intlietoJiNEirw. 
Dvcry  species  of  puiiishnicnt,  torture  or  olherwi.'?e. 

And  your  Lonlsihips  have  not  forgotten  that  he,  not  only  Apmu  for 
q)pear8  to  have  been  a  culprit,  with  respect  to  the  delin-  bSlKisVor 
quency  for  which  he  was  (lismii«se(l,  hut — which  your  Lord-  f/,!;"^*' 
■Dips  ought  never  to  put  out  of  your  mind — that  he  was 
Mr.   Hastings'  instrument  in  the    receipt  of  many  of   the 
bribes  \vhich   I    h<ad  the   honour   of  proving  on    Monday. 
This  man,  whom  we  have  proveil  to  be  a  man  of  notorious 
md  infamous  cliaractcr — tliis  nian,  whom   wc  have   proved 
Ifr.  HcOstin^s'  bribe4)roker,  and  actually  dismissed  from  his 
office    of    diwan — Air.    Hastings    thinks   fit  to    employ  as 
inquisitor  general   into   the    circumstances  of  every  man's 
•state  in  that  country,  and  into  all  the  value  of  every  part  of 
lliat  province. 

I  presume  that  I  need  not  say  any  more  to  convince  your  rrimiimiity 
XfOra8hi|)S  that  this  is  a  matter  of   actual   and  substantive -npyfi^*"*" 
guilt ;  when  the  Act  of  Parliament  prevented  him  from  it ;  ^"""'*- 
when  he  had  the  ordei's  of  the  Directors  specifically  ac([uaint- 
ing  him  that  they  were  of  opinion,  as  much  as  he,  not  only 
■gainst   any    partial   delegation,   but   any   delegation   what- 
ever ;  and  when  he  had  conlirmed  their  opinion  repeatedly 
by  bis  own — that  all  delegation  was  improper.     Upon  that 
ground,    and    that   ground    alone,    I    sliall    demand  justice 
uiKin  him   for   a  misdemeanour,   for  appointing  these  amins 
with  these  extraordinary   and  extravagant  powers,    contrary 
to  his  duty  as  a  servant  of  the  (\»n)pany,  and  ctmtrary  to 
his  duty  as  a  member  of  that  Council  establi.*^hed  by  law. 

But,  in  order  to  take  away  from  him  all  pretence  of  error  AdmisHiou 
in  this  busiiR'ss,    and   all  pivtenee  of  considering  this  Jis  n  {,'JjjJ\j^[^** 
doubtful  crime  or  a  trivial  one,  or  an  error  in  judi'inent,  or  ^•^V'"' "i*- , 
that  wliicii  Mr.  iiastmgs  dia   not   know   to  ne  erimmal,  we  was  mign- 
have  i)roihiced  to  your  Jjord^hips  a  declarati<m  of  Mr.  Ilast-*"*^^' 
ings,  ill  which  be  declares  the  whole  i)urpose  of  the  existence 
of  ihcac  amins  to  bj  absolutely  nujjjatory  and  w  ithout  found- 
ation.     For  what  was    the  {>retenec  of  establishing  thete 
amins?     It  was  to  investigate  into  the  state  of  the  revenue 
of  the  pn)vinces  and  into  the  value   of  the  different  estates. 
Wc   produced,   in  page  1171  of  your  Lordships'  Minutes,  a 
plan  for  a  future  settlement  proposed   by  Mr.  Hastings  and 
Mr.  IJarwell,  some  time  before  the  institution  of  these  amins. 
**  The  ascertaining  of  the  value  of  the  several  districts  has  Ackno^- 
bccn  sufficiently   aceomi>lished,   but   we   will   not   say    the  {'riTthc* 
desired   improvement  has  in   general  taken  place.     It  has  ^'»i"«o'*''»<' 


>6  Summing  of  Ev'uUiKc  omUu^thtli 

■Jrasinabeea  c)iii;fly  ulwtruclfid  hy  a  drcumst 
KtoMini  txi  for«:»cn :  wc  menu  the  faniien  h 
^h^^  highiT  revciino  llian  Uto  diiitiicts  coaM 
._^_.^.  But,  my  Lordfi,  whatever  lie  nuy  i 
thu  itniinivniuent  made  or  Bnt,  aail  ho 
thut  cotild  not  havo  been  foreseen  -wfau 
iou*t  hiivo  fonwceii,  wliMevcr  may 
opininn  upon  iHc  sabji-ct,  tlie  evidence 
ccivrd  tJio  raltit  of  the  dirtrictt  to  h* 
niucd.  Nan  let  mo  ask  upoti  this  p 
*- judgment — whether  you  conceive  it  Xq 
not  May — hiil  whether  you  conceive  it  p 
have  npfKimtvd  tlie»o  amins  for  anv  1 
and  proflij^ute  diwigns? — beeauBc,  &e 
di'obeving  the  Direcljirs  in  thai  net,  I 
aonit  with  \MiA  c;ttmvnf^nnt  imd  cxnrbi 
v«xaliun  and  destruction  of  the  whole 
purpose  7  Will  not  your  Lordehipe  sny 
measure  ought  at  any  time  to  be  aun 
jusliSed  ugMin  a  Btroiig  ploa  of  necceeity 
lirnoranoc  of  the  i^tate  of  the  dbitriotci  ? 
alone  a  poor  plot.  Vou  ought  to  prove 
other  ineana  sain  the  value  of  lliose  di«t 
neeeseary  to  he  ascertained  ;  that  you  c 
any  milder,  more  regular,  more  iiunuui« 
than  disobeying  Acts  of  Parliament, 
nrbilniry  and  tyraiinical  pitwer,  withou 
whatever.  Is  itiat  the  plea?  We  nt 
was  nut.  necessary,  but  that  there  waa  i 
induce  [lini  to  do  it ;  for  that  lie  did  t 
tlie  value  of  the  dislncte^  he  himself 
fornially  to  his  mnatore,  and  upon  ever 
a  new  plan  for  the  settJciuont  of  the  re 
of  the  districts  was  originally  ascertain' 
distnets,  in  Mr.  Ilusting'^'  mind,  was  «t) 
Then  I  defy  him— !  diTy  hia  Counsie 
ingenuity  of  man — to  define  to  iiic  any 
a  rt^nxon  of  uriniinality.  tluit  could  in< 
thought  the  value  of  the  lands  asc«r 
niuntliH  after,  to  erect  ionuiHitors  p 
country,  with  Uic  power  I  have  ata 
Government  of  tlic  i>owcr  given  tliem  I 
to  substitute  himself  and  his  cursed  or 
Uiey  might  execute  every  inquisitorial  |H 
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nd  destruction  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bengal.     To  do  what  ?  o  jlne  1790. 
So  do  that  which  he  himself  has  said  was  not  necessary  to 
e  donc^  because  it  was  done  previously,  to  his  complete  and 
ntire  satisfaction. 

This  api>ears  so  clear  to  me  that  I  should  not  think  it  f,"!^|i;;^.^^ 
eoessary  to  confirm  my  opinion  [by  that]  of  the  Directors  ton*  mt ho 
is   masters.     When  they  received   this   intelligence,   they  ""'^*"""- 
^rc  under  all  the  surprise  which  your  Lordships  may  easily 
Dagine ;    and  I  will  point  out  that  passage  in  the  evidence 
>  your  Lordships   in    which   tliey  express  it.      It   is   in 
■ge  1170:— 

**  in  ref^d  to  the  idea  of  deputinp^  natives  on  occasional  investi^-  Fxprwision 
ons,  we  are  really  astonished  at  such  a  ])roi>osition.  If  a  Committee  alJ^ppJoval. 
r  Circuit  and  Council  of  Revenue,  composed  of  the' most  intelligent  and 
apectable  characters  in  our  service,  and  armed  with  all  the  power  of  the 
residency,  have  failed  in  their  attem{)ts  to  olitain  necessary  mfomiation, 
om  whence  are  these  natives  to  j)rocurc  it?  And  if  collusions  have 
era  practised  hy  members  of  administration  when  deputed  into  the 
istiicts,  what  reason  have  we  to  expect  that  the  conduct  of  native  depu- 
My  who  cannot  lie  ignorant  of  former  transactions,  will  he  found  more 
nexcoptionable  than  that  of  their  superiors?  It  will  certainly  be 
lowed  that  they  are  liable  to  f(reat  temptations,  because  their  rej)ort 
nut  determine,  in  some  degree  at  least,  the  amount  of  revenue  tf)  l>c 
iken  from  those  districts  which  are  to  be  the  subjects  of  their  investiga- 
on.  The  minutes  of  (iencral  C'lavcring  and  Mr.  Frances  leave  us  little 
»  add  on  this  disagreeable  subject.  Their  reasons  against  delegating  a 
Hmnte  |M>wer  of  C(mtn>ul  to  the  (lovcrnor  are  solid  and  judicious  ;  and 
B  are  hap])y  in  declaring  that  their  conduct  on  the  occasion  meets 
ith  our  approbation." 

My  Lonl.^,  they  .iftcrwards  say  in  another  letter — 

"  As  the  whole  of  the  measure  is  equally  repugnant  to  our  ideas  of  Soooiid  ' 
lunanity  and  sound  policy,  wc  have  only  to  a<l(l  that,  if  one  part  of  the  JjjJJlireffL^Ij*' 
tovemor  General's  plan  be  more  exceptional  than  the  rest," — 

Lmong  such  a  load  of  crime  and  guilt,  it  was  difficult  to 

ecide  which  had  the  pre-eminence — 

it  is  that  order  which  enjoins  the  j)rovincial  chief  and  Council,  on 
ny  complaint  ma^le  by  any  aumeen,  to  supj)ort  and  enforce  the  autho- 
ty  of  the  said  auraeens,  by  compelling  the  attendance  of  such  native 
2veiiue  officers  as  the  aumeens  might  require,  and  by  arresting  and 
unlshing  those  who  should  dare  to  oppose  or  disobey  what  is  styled  by 
he  Governor  General  and  Mr.  Harwell  *  the  orders  of  Govcrmnent'  in 
hose  instances.'*  * 

In  my  opinion,  the  court  of  Directors  speak  there  with  a 
ecoming  spirit;    for  it  was  undoubtedly  an   insult   ui)on 


•  Extract  from  letter  of  the  Directors  to  the  Governor  General  and  Conncil 
r  Calcutta,  dated  30th  January,  1788.— Printed  in  the  ''Minutes  of  the 
hridence,**  p.  1300. 


3M  Smmmiii'/ iifEriitmir  mt^fle(ith,^ 

•  Jtwniii.  thorn   to  >tyl»  tliDM  tlir  iirdcf «  of  0 

1-imWwhi  ■tntin>;,  h*  I  ny,  tluit  lond  utd  ltea|i 

iHtmilu-  •pp'*'!"  in  th'w  wIhiId  Iniauirl iim.  that 

"JUgJw"'"  (fnmln  crimiiwUy  cmincnr.  it  i.s    uikI 

liiiltlu  lo  |iiiituihiii(-iii,  nntl  lo  |»tinUhm 

Uii!  tuliviH  ul'  Hint  iii)M-ml)lu  i-niiiitry 

ordc-rs — not  ur((tiv(.'rniiH'»t.  but  oF  U' 

iiqra — iia  be  wac  upiiii  lluit  ciLyaHini,   iJ 

liM  tTmnl  slflvp,  U»iigi\  <iitvu>cl  Ring. 

Tn«y  uliw  ■■tprcas.  upcin  itiD  •ubjo 
Sing,   tW   xanift   tmOMt   iitdlgiiBlian 


1  li'.> 


iMjr  Litrda,  1  haw  altvndy  aUited  ibi 
|iri<!ty  iif  n  [inliru  Iwiing  eiii^ojred  iii 
llioy  do,  iiml>iiilitoi1ly,  purltaulnrlv  dli 
(wkljr  wf'ewuliiyinfi  IJuujrii  (jnvind  Si 
iM  A  nnlivc  dixipmltfiod  in  lltnt  n-fipecl, 
said,  unfit  for  nny  trust  iii  tlunr  «n 
□lirtaeil  (iw  a  Tunucr  duliuqutiiiur,  I  ca 
tliQ  caurL  of  Directum  ]iiivo  Mid  upo 
full'  I  lii>ir  Mr.  Iltiatiiipi  nnd  bia  Cuut 
m-cepwiirj-  til  wiiiwtr  tm^  v\H'n  llita  )Mitnl 
Iii«  uMiiltirv ;  lei  tUeta  uiuwur.  not 
nccusitri!,  tint  llic  juil}^iii-nl  iiewMid  upi 
wore  his  L-iwrul  niaiiler?.  nnd  ilwae 
bound  to  oboy.  Let  hun  anuwor  il  if  1 
Kr««iiynf  lu  my  u)itmDn,  iC  tlib  Ringlo  crime  i 
CSiTj.™'  pmiixlit-.!,  yoii  w.iuW  act  m  oxiunplc,  wll 
"*"■•  govci'tiuienl  of  India,  thnl  imwi  do  trn 

QooA  tliat  cftii  be  iicciintctl  fmrp  any  Im 
witiflh  the  wisunt  pHriiamnntx  tb&t  uvrr 
goyeniinont  of  n  dietsnt  Muntrr.  Di 
lUwnye  b«  govornod  with  oonsldemblo 
the  govcmora  of  them.  That  i^onfidi 
RQUio  degree,  na  great  lut  Itie  Hiluntiou 
tuHL-c  nf  Jiidiii  matter  much  confidcitce  : 
pass  ]jiw»  for  tlie  governniont  of  ludia 
dana  all  tliat  tiuiunn  wi^loni  cAn  ouggi 
part  muBt  depend  upon  Uio  iatpgrity, 
virtue,  of  tbo  jjovcrnore  seat  thoi'C.   Tfa' 
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let  pass  unpiininhcd  this  notoriuus  breach  of  duty,  this  open  wJiNKnon. 
riolation  of  an  Act  of  Parliaiiicnt,  and  this  estiiblishnieut  of 
%  tyranny  more  direct,  more  uncinalified,  more  odious  and 
Setestable,  in  its  forms,  1  will  venture  to  say,  than  ever  was 
Wtablicjihed  even  in  that  native  country  of  tyranny,  the  Kast 
—I  say,  by  the  example  you  .set,  you  will  do  more  mischief 
than  ever  you  can  do  [f(x\A  by  any  wise  provisions  orregula- 
tionfl  that  you  have  made  or  that  you  shall  luToaftcr  nmke. 

The  next  point  <»f  criminality  to  which  we  wish  io  draw  (Viminaiuy 
fOnr  Jjiuflships'  attentitm  is   what  we  have  pi'^ved  to  your  j,\\*[j.^i'/,*^^jf 
Lordships  upon  the  suhject  (»f  the  destruction  ol' the  provin-  provincial 
ual  Councils. 

My  Loi"ds,   I  presume   it  will  not  be   contended  with  me  Duly  of  Uio 
hat   It    is  the  duty  of  the  Governor  (ieneral  to  do  what  flonrSTto 
in  Act  ctf  Parliament  has  explicitly  ordered  him — to   obey  il^iVtors. 
Jie  court  of  Directors.     The  court  of  Directors,  upon  the 
labjcct  of  the  revenue,  have  been  as  ex])licit  in  their  orders 
18  it   is  possible  for  any  master  to  be  to  his  servant,  or  for 
ttiy  state  to  be  lo  tlmso  eni]»loy<'d  by  it.      In  pape  1105  of 
•our  Alinutcs,  you  will  perceive  the  following  extract  of  a 
cttcr  from  the  court  of  i)ire<tors  of  the  /ith  of  February, 
777  :— 

"  If  yoii    iii'o  fully  ronviiicrd  ih:ii   \\w   ostablislniK'ni   ^^{  piovinoial  J'Vtt<T 

JoiiTiriJs  lias  not  ans\vci\*<l,  nor   Is   cnnaMf  of  sinswj'iinir,  the  purposes  n-'luirine 

niendcd  ])y  sikIi  nii   instihitimi.  we  iionby  ^liiTct  you  to  foiin  a  now  Mr.  IIihi. 

laii  for  the  rolifction  iA'  tin*  nveiuH*!;,  and  to  tninsniil  the  Maine  to  uh  ".',iJJ*,V«  ♦„ 

at  our  (■•iii^Hlorution/'  them  IiIm 

plnn  for  tho 

My  Lords,  in  another   h-tter  of  lheir:a,   pngo  117t>,  they  j;'^!'^'}^^^*^" 

%Yf ri'viMiuej*. 

*•  fn  our  li'ttf-rnf  the  '2\\\\  of  Dtcfiiiliri*,  I77^».  y"U  wore  arcjuaintcd  that, 
>r  manv  wrij'Iitv  r«a»«ons,  we  diil  not  then  thiuk  it  a(ivisal)l('  to  nutho- 
iC  yoii  t«»  lit  tih'  Innds  of  IIm*  piovinct «.  on  IcaM-s  for  live*!,  or  in  per- 
etuitv.  'llu'  sanw  icmmiu^  .'i»ll  <»pi  rate.  W C  tlicri'foro  direct  that  vou 
s-lot  the  lands  iroui  y«  ai-  to  year,  on  the  most  advantageous  terms  pro- 
iiruble,  e\eep1  hy  pid)!!*-  aueti<»u.  nniil  you  shall  I)e  duly  autliori/ed  aiul 
(n]Miwerr<l  hy  t!i(' <'ourt  of  Din-eior-*  to  adoj)t  ;«Tiotln'r  system ;  and  we 
iTther  din'ft  that  you  al'>o  continue  to  make  the  letter  and  spirit  of  our 
rden  of  the  /»th  of  iM-hruary,  1777.  the  rule  of  your  j.roeredinjrs  on  this 
nportant  sulijeet/* 

That  letter  of  the  /5lh  of  February  is  the  letter  which 
had  just  now  the  honour  of  reading  to  your  Lordships. 
'he  Directors  were  not  content,  ujion  this  im|)ortant  point, 
ith  telling  him  in  plain  words,  "  You  shall  make  no  altem- 
on  without  sending  the  plan  for  our  c(»nsideration ;"  but, 
1  a  letter  of  a  subsequent  date,  they  insist  upon  his  attend- 
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>-ing  to,  not  only  the  lotU-r,  but  the  spirit  of  these  atiea^ 
nuiimly,  that  any  idea  of  u  change  i>r  altenUiDii  mtul  be  nl 
niHtiMl  la  their  cosadcration.  Wtiatd<Mit>  Mr.  Hnrtiogavlil 
Mr.  Knuici^  lirfi  India  to  ^n  to  KngUnd,  or  about  that  ti 
He  mtHlitatcii  H  tulal  Bitbvcr*ioii  of  the  wholo  sytlea  i 
colliy^tin;;  the  ruve^iie.  Tti<s«  luny  be  many  nsi»uas  irb 
he  wtithcd  it  — u{>(>n  which,  perhaps,  I  nrny  ixinuncni.  0 
iucditat(.-a  a,  total  Mibvorvion  of  that  systeni.  1*("W  W  l« 
nt  thu  ordars  of  thci  Directors?  Does  he  IiHilc  at  tito  prvvtn 
of  tho  Act  of  iho  thirteenth  of  the  King?  If  hi-  >)i<lM 
at  tliciu  tio  looked  at  them  for  the  |uir|M>K  of  dnfpiiiiif*  u 
inHulliiig  (heal,  lie  will  Gad  in  ihft  Act  vf  PiiHuuutDt  tli 
the  rovcnueit  nre  tn  he  lunnaged  by  the  Governor  Gen 
and  Council,  liu  will  find  in  the  or<k>rs  of  thi-  DirwU* 
thut  no  rlian^  is  to  tuke  place,  but  fucfa  an  one  ai  ahiD  ' 
prcvioni<Iy  submitted  tii  their  consicU-ration.  Hv  ulxJi<li 
at  one  stroke  the  provincial  Councils,  uhioli  is  mikinj;! 
eunxidcrablc  change  indeed,  without  fidtntitting  the  i(la4 
that  chniigo  to  hix  ni!u>terf<,  the  Directors ;  nnil  he  hnakt  ti 
Act  of  Parliament  by  tranaferrioK  from  the  Governor  i 
Council  U)  a.  new  committee,  which  he  established,  »ll  ]ti 
relutiug  lo  the  »illeclIon  of  th«  rovcinio.  It  is  true  ihat,! 
the  institution  of  tlmt  oommittec,  there  Is  an  uffixtaliim  rfi 
control  being  retuiued  in  the  Supreme  Conntnl;  bm  « 
is  that  ? — thut  tho  determination  ot  a  majority  of  that  Coui 
shall  bo  Gnal.  Tho  constitution  of  the  Hevcnne  CoamiitHi 
pru?idcH  thut  the  determination  of  a  majority  eltall  lie  fi 
even  if  that  mnjority  ia  made  only  by  li>e  castiDg  vole  of  di 
jiresidont.  It  cays,  Indeed,  in  extratmlinary  caM»  niCMii 
may  be  had  to  the  Supreme  Council,  but  it  tay»  i 
minority  are  not  desired  to  enter  tbcirronsondiof  dieecti't;  a 
it  'lit  not  in  the  power  of  a.  minority  to  bring  these  oxtm 
dinary  emes  to  the  Supremo  Council,  the  commlnee  hiri 
themselves  the  power  of  dctennining  what  is  the  cafle  wU 
deserves  such  a  reference.  lie,  therefore,  gives  away  fit 
the  Governor  General  and  Council  to  this  CommiltM  1 
llevenuo  the  complete  ]>ower  of  ^ttliu^  nil  the  bwiuof  < 
the  revenue  whatever,  they  be>n<r  intitled  to  have  areftfn 


mmiiuu 


to  the  Council  In  mich  lutses  ne  they  ^holl  think  ncc^^ 
In  that  crwc,  tlien.  he  violates  the  Act  of  Parliament,  audi 
oompletely  di'lies  and  ftlei  in  the  face  of  their  orders.  ^^ 

Ilcrc  I  beg  to  make  the  distinction  which  t   have  >IimI 
to  your  Lordshins,  in  a  former  part  of  my  ejwcob,  I"  • 


ltd      former  day  and  tnia  day — that  I  distinguish  the  puiuta  vUdi 
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ifficient  criminality  to  condemn  the  prisoner^  from  »  June  1790.. 
nis  which  will  prove  the  criminal  intention  inde- 
of  the  criminal  act,  and  which  will  show,  by  aggra- 
rcumstances,  that  the  punishment  ought  to  be  severe, 
e  to  say  no  more  than  I  have  said,— that  he  did,  in 
of  the  Act  of  Parliament  and  of  hb  orders,  destroy 
)vincial    Councils   and   set  up   this    Committee  of 
,  I  should  conceive  myself  intitled  to  call  for  judg- 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanours ;    but,  when  you  circum- 
3xamine  those  facts,  you  will  find  that,  beyond  the  prov^ 
slf,  there  is  circumstance  upon  circumstance  which  j^^P*  <>^ 
he   corrupt  object   and  the  bad   tendency  of   the 
which  he  adopted. 

rat  measure  which  I  mean  to  examine  is  the  destruc-  Destruction 
he  provincial  Councils.     Your  Lordships  will  not  pro^iLdai 
id  me  to  be  an  advocate  for  that  establishment ;  for,  counciia. 
jdly,  I  am  one  of  those  who  think  that  the  mode  in 
;   was    first    established   might    be    stated   against 
ings,  as  that  in  itself  it  was  a  blamcable  transaction. 
I  stating  that  Mr.  Hastings  destroyed  it  against  the 
:   the  Directors;    and    that  he  destroyed   it   from 
motives,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  aggravate  the 
fcy  of  the  act. 
■st  thinff  I  shall  state  upon  that  subject  is — and  it  is  Contrary  to 

J  /»  1  T  c  •         Ai:  x»  J  his  own 

ad  pqwerful  medium  or  provmg  the  corruption  and  declared 
my  man — that  what  he  did  was  contrary  to  his  own  ^^^^^^* 
iense  upon  the  subject ;  for  he  had  declared  that 
vincial  Councils,  however  blameable  in  the  eyes  of 
re  in  his  eyes  a  good  mode  of  administering  the 

(neral  mode  which  is  at  this  time  established  for  the  manaf^re-  His  minute 
e  collections  is  as  follows : — 'Hie  provinces  are  formed  into  six  p"  the  sub- 
«di  comprehending  several  inferior  districts,  under  the  direc-  ^^  " 
bicf  and  council.  These  receive  their  orders  from  the  Board 
id  report  to  them  their  proceedings  in  a  separate  department, 
uncil  of  Revenue :  and,  for  the  greater  facility  of  despatching 
ith  the  inhabitants,  and  for  the  presentation  of  the  ancient 
rules  of  office,  a  dewan,  or  minister  of  the  revenue,  is 
to  each  di\nsion,  who  is  joined  to  the  provincial  Council,  and 
lie  accounts  and  records  of  the  countr]^  languages.  Native 
lants  are  also  appointed  to  each  district  of  the  provincial 
irith  the  title  of  naibs,  and  correspond  with  the  provincial 
ad  diwans.  The  diwans  also  transmit  their  accounts  and  pro- 
}  an  office  of  ancient  institution,  lately  transferred  from  the 
orshedabad  to  Calcutta,  named  *  the  Khalsa,'  which  is  under 
if  an  officer  entitled  *  the  Roy  Royan,'  who  occasionally  sits  at 
m  of  the  Council  of  Revenue,  and  is  the  channel  of  commu- 

II.  C  C 
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V  J  I'VE  1700-  nicatiuii  betveccn  the  Board  and  the  diwana,  transmittinff  to  the  btrer 
—  till*  cuiintcrparts  of  the  orders  of  the  Bnard  which  are  sent  to  the  pio- 
vinciul  Counoils,  niul  receiving  their  answers,  'llie  excqitioDS  to  tlu 
j^cnrnil  Kystoiii  arc  the  firovince  of  Chitta|;ong»  which,  from  tti  remote 
situutinii  and  small  revenue,  haa  ))een  left  under  the  sinj^le  charge  of  tkc 
chief  of  the  factory,  and  the  districts  of  Pallamow  and  Ram^  uDda 
Capt4iin  Carnac,  and  of  the  Jungulterry  of  Cumickpore,  &c.,  under 
(laptuin  Browne.  These  ina^  lie  ])ro]>crly  termed  militaiy  colleccoiships. 
'Hii^v  are  composed  of  the  wild  and  mountainous  parts  of  the  cuimm', 
whirh  have  Ih'ch  latelv  reduced  to  a  state  of  submission  to  GovenuxKi^ 
and  n'(pnre  the  continual  presence  of  a  militaiy  force  to  keep  them  Id 
su1)jeetion.  The  revenue  which  they  yield  is  inconsiderable,  but  tk 
] possession  of  them  is  a  security  of  the  |)eace  of  the  cultivated  ami  mast 
civilized  lands  in  their  neighbourhood,  which,  till  their  reduction,  v9 
continually  ex])osed  to  the  rayajres  of  the  ndld  ami  lawless  jwpfc 
inhabiting*  them.  With  these  military'  coUectors  the  conespondcnee «m 
carried  on  by  the  (lovemor  only  ;  but,  according  to  the  instructiom  nov 
received  fn^m  the  Company,  it  seems  requisite  tliat  it  should  io  fiitot 
be  conducted  by  the  Council  at  large."* 

Rood  also  :i  further  extract  from  the  same  Con3ulti&D» 
bo<;iniiin<j;  at  page  10  of  the  same  book,  as  follows: — 

*' I  nuist  be^  leave  to  ctmchidc  this  subject  with  earnestly  flffiffi^ 
my  advice  for  the  continuation  of  this  system  in  all  its  parts,  with  sock 
alteratitms  only  as  the  late  change  in  the  f^ovcmment  has  rendrnd 
in(li8}>en8ibly  necessary.  Innovations  arc  always  attended  with  difficultiei 
and  inconveniences.  Innovations  in  the  revenue,  with  a  suspcifflon  ^ 
the  collections,  and  a  cban^fc  at  this  season  of  the  year,  would  be pHt^ 
cnlarly  dan^erouM,  as  the  time  of  the  heaviest  ])ayment8  ianowappRW^ 
in^.  For  the  same  reason,  y(mr  speedy  determination  upon  the  fstoR 
mode  of  mana^jrinj;  and  collecting  the  revenues  would  prove  of  tsaa^ 
service." 

**  The  cr)urt  of  Directors  have  )»een  adnscd  of  the  formation  of  tto 
cstai)lishinent.  in  consenuencc  of  the  orders  transmitted  to  us  intfatf 
htter  of  the  7th  April,  177'J;  ^"d  we  may  shortly  ho]>e  to  befonudicd 
with  their  final  determination  concerning  it.  I  must  likewise  reromBind 
tlie  continuance  of  the  separation  which  was  ori^jfinaliy  made  of  the 
n'vtnue  dejiartmcnt  from  the  other  ofKces  of  the  Government, u the 
only  means  by  which  it  can  be  regularly  conducted;  and,  as  thMeiiw 
bmnch  of  the  (.-omnany's  affi&irs  in  which  their  interests  so  taet^^ 
depend,  I  pro])ose  tliat  the  (.'Ouncil  do  assemble  for  the  conduct  of  it  in 
the  8amc  manner  as  was  practised  by  the  late  Council  of  Revenue.*' 

Tlie  IflPt  ppntcnee  might,  jierhapa,  have  been  sufficient  fif 
your  Lordships  without  the  rest ;  for  a  more  compete 
approbation  of  the  system  which  he  afterwards  destroy^ 
cannot  succinctly  be  pven  than  the  one  which  I  have  jost 
read,  with  respect  to  the  mode  of  managing  the  collection  rf 
'he  revenues. 


♦  Kxtract  firom  Consultation  of  the  25*^  '^toher.  177^,— Printed  «  *• 
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My  Lords,  we  have  also  proved  in  evidence,  in  page  1166  o  JtrKBi79o. 
^  your  Lordships'  Minutes,  that  he  at  that  time  was,  not  Evid^  of 
only  to  a  certain  degree  satisfied  with  this  mode  of  the  col-  thlt  ^the'^"'^ 
kraon  of  the  revenue,  but  he  was  satisfied  that  it  was  the  J^^J^^  ^^ 
tert  possible  mode  and  required  no  alteration ;  that  he  not  alteration. 
Iriiy  states  that  opinion  in  the  strong  terms  you  have  heard 
|hsd  to  the  court  of  Directors,  but  he  advises  them  to  apply 
4k  Parliament,  in  order  to  establish  those  provincial  Councils 
ItocI  make  them  the  law  of  the  land.     If  the  Directors  had 
ftDowed  his  advice,  that  would  have  been  the  law  which 
Sa  afterwards  destroyed.     Considering  all  his  transactions,  I 
ilo  not  think  that  would  have  stood  in  his  way  ;    nor  do  I 
ihmk  he  would  have  been  one  jot  more  criminal  if  he  had 
fcatroyed  them  in  that  case  than  after  their  having  had  the 
approbation  of  the  Directors,  whom  by  an  Act  of  Parliament 
m  was  bound  to  obey.     He  advises  the  Directors  to  apply 
to  Parliament  for  the  establishment  of  them  ;  and  then,  all 
at  once,  he  totally  and  completely  destroys  them,  root  and  His  total 
|pffmiiob«     He  does  not  alter  the  system,  change  it,  modify  it,  onihe  *'*^^" 
lEfo  does  not — as  he  pretends  in  one  of  his  letters — introduce  ^y**«™* 
k  new  system  by  a  gradual  change ;  but  he  makes  a  total 
Ssatruction  of  the  whole  old  system,  in  order  to  introduce  a 
■ew  one  of  his  own ;  and  he  does  that  against   his  own 
Seelared,  solemn,  opinion. 

But  he  gets  rid  of  that  in  a  way  satisfactory  to  him,  but  His  reasons 
wliich,  I  trust,  will  not  be  satisfactory  to  your  Lordships,  funnniiigit. 
I  believe  I  can  recollect  the  words.  You  will  find  them  in 
your  Minutes.  He  gives  a  very  bad  character  of  these  pro- 
vincial Councils  which  he  had  before  praised  ;  he  says  they 
are  a  very  bad  mode  of  collection  ;  and  he  says  it  was  ori- 
ginally the  design,  when  these  provincial  Councils  were  first 
established,  to  make  them  only  preliminary  to  a  better 
arrangement;  and  he  refers  to  the  Consultations,  which 
had  looked  to  an  ultimate  arrangement  of  a  very  different 
description  than  that  which  he  established.     He  says — 

**  The  system  which  yet  subsists,  though  with  many  unessential  varia- 
ticma  of  superintendinjif  and  the  collecting;  the  pubbc  revenue  through 
the  nff!fncj  of  provincial  (/ouncils,  was  instituted  for  the  temporary  and 
declared  purpose  of  introducing  another  more  permanent  mode,  by  an 
CMj  and  f^dual  change,  by  which  the  effects  of  too  sudden  an  innova- 
tion might  be  avoided/'  * 


•Extract from  Consultation  of  the  9th   January,    1781. —Printed   in  the 
«  Minutes  of  the  Evidence,"  p.  1 1 78. 
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404  Summing  of  Evidence  on  theStii,  7ih  and  14/A,  Charges: 

0  J L >K  i7iw.      He  8Jiy 3  — 

*'  Why  the  design  failed  in  its  effects,  and  the  provincial  Coiuicib 
[wert']  ]>ermitted  to  remain  during  so  long  a  course  as  seven  jtui, 
in  runtrudiction  of  their  professed  institution,  it  is  unnecessaiy  to 
mention."  * 

My  Lordit,  it  is  unnecessary  for  him  to  mention,  became 
we  know  it.  They  were  permitted  because  the  court  of 
Directors  approved  them ;  because  he  was  frequently  com- 
mending them  to  the  court  of  Directors,  and  telUng  them 
that,  though  they  were  originally  established  as  a  temporary 
system,  they  were  found  to  be  the  best  possible  system,  and 
by  his  advice  to  be  made  permanent  by  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. All  at  once  he  contradicts  every  word  he  had  writtea 
and  every  principle  he  had  laid  down,  and  says — "  Why 
these  were  i>ermitted  to  remain  seven  years  it  is  not  ncctt- 
8:iry  to  mention  ;" — knowing  that,  if  he  had  mentioned  why, 
the  main  and  principal  ground  of  their  remaining  was  lus 
own  opinion,  delivered  solemnly  upon  a  variety  of  occaBion^ 
and  his  own  suggestion  that  they  ought  to  be  woven  into  an 
Act  of  Parliament  Sensible  that  this  very  cavalier  way  of 
treating  the  court  of  Directors  might  lead  to  some  explanir 
tioii,  he  hius  condescended,  in  some  other  parts,  to  give  some 
reasons.  He  says — "  The  members  of  some  of  the  Coundk 
were  grown  factious  and  incapable  of  doing  their  doty." 
When  he  says  this,  if  not  in  the  same  letter,  in  another  of 
very  near  the  same  date,  I  believe  in  the  same  letter— it 
IS  all  before  your  Lordships  in  evidence — in  the  same  letter 
in  which  he  said  that  these  i)rovincial  Councils  were  ooB- 
posed  of  factious  and  incapable  men,  he  desires  yon  to 
provide  for  those  factious  and  incapable  men,  who  have  beea, 
ho  says,  dismissed,  for  no  fault  of  theirs,  but  for  the  pnbb 
convenience — for  a  better  arrangement : — 

Allowances        "  In  this,  as  it  must  be  the  caae  in  every  reformation,  the  nhat^d 

miMiiffra  of '  in«hvi(hials  lias  ])eeii  our  principal  if  not  our  only  impedimait   We 

thf  Council!!,  coiild  not  de})rive,  at  once,  so  large  a  body  of  our  feUow  senruitB  dTtfadr 

bread  witliout  feeling  that  reluctance  which  humanity  must  dkttte^  Mt 

unaccompanied,  ])crhaps,  with  some  concern  for  the  conaequenoe  mk 

our  owTi  credit  might  suffer  by  an  act  which  involved  the  foituici  d 

many,  and  extended  its  influence  to  all  their  connections.    This,  i^ 

to  the  justice  which  was  due  to  your  servants  who  were  removed  Cor  w 

ault  of  theirs,  but  for  the  public  convenience,  induced  us  to  oootiBK 

heir  allowances  until  other  offices  could  be  provided  for  them.'* 

rhis  and  the  following  passages  are  extracted  from  a  letter  of  die  G«nn* 
^vuonil  and  Council  to  the  Directors,  dated  Mh  Blay,  1781. — ^Printed  b^k* 
►  •)iw»n«'»'r  ♦'*  ^K*  "  Minutes  of  the  Evid**"''^^*'  p  ***** 
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e  states,  therefore,  these  establishments  to  be  good —  o  June  1700. 
e  fit  to  be  made  part  of  an  Act  of  Parliament     He  incomds- 
t>y8  them  because  they  are  ill  executed — executed  by  m" sut©? 
ms  factious  and  incapable.     Then  he  declares  that  these  ^^nts. 
>U8  and  incapable  persons  were  dismissed  for  no  fault  of 
B,.and  therefore,  in  justice  to  them,  he  must  give  pen- 
to  some  of  them.     As  has  been  well  observed — "  he 
^ved  faction  the  best  title  to  a  pension,  and  incapacity 
best  qualification  to  office \*    for   he   says,  that   those 
ma  dismissed  must  have  pensions  and  offices,  yet  their 
m  and  incapacity  is  the  sole  ground  he  states  for  their 
iBsion,    having  formally,  directly,  repeatedly  and   uni- 
ty, approved  the  institution  which  he  destroys. 
itfi  respect  to  these  factions  in  these  provincial  Coun-  hik  charge 
it  will  be  necessary  to  give  some  explanation  of  what  tLcoiu'cS. 
Ilie  probable  meaning  of  the  defendant  upon  that  sub- 
Your  Lordships  have  heard  sufficiently  of  Kelleram 
Dollian  Sing.     You  have  heard  that  the  factious  Council  Opposition 
Atna  had  proposed  terms  for  the  letting  of  Behar  to  the  ck)uiciiof 
adar,  who  was  the  proper  person ;  that  Mr.  Hastings  ThS'iJttfng 
upon  himself  to  let  it  to  CuUian  Sing  and  Kelleram,  ^^^^ 
ving  from  them  a  considerable  bribe,  which  he  chooses  au^  Cuiuan 
(nominate  a  pcshcush.    You  have  heard  more — that  this   *°** 
taction,  though  kept  close  and  secret  by  Mr.  Hastings 
df,  was  rumoured  abroad.    You  have  heard,  particularly 
Mr.  Young  and  Mr.  Moore,  who  were  both  of  them 
incial  Councillors — Mr.  Young   was  a  member  of  the 
incial  Council  of  Behar  and  Mr.  Moore  of  the  Council  of 
atta — you  have  heard  from  these  two  gentlemen  that 
rta  npon  this  subject   reached  their  ears.      You  have 
d  from  Mr.  Anderson  that  reports  upon  this  subject 
lied   his   ears   as    early  as  the  year   1780.     From   the  Detection  of 
lent  that  Mr.  Hastings  heard  that  a  report  of  his  bribes  hlj;,'"ribi4i 
ailed,  that   they  had  been  detected  by  the  provincial  ^y,H\Jj.i^ 
Dcib,  he  says — "  These  are  factious  and  incapable  men."  Councils. 
lismisses  them.     The  institution  is  good,  but,  as  faction 
»t  to  be  loud  and  querulous,  and  incapacity  talkative,  he 
ight  the  best  way  of  making  all  quiet  was  by  giving  to 
e  of  them  pensions  and  to  others  offices  of  trust  and  emol- 
nt.    He  endeavours  to  conciliate  the  men,  and  he  destroys 
lystem ;  because  they  had  been  so  factious — some  to  hear, 
others  to  propagate  the  report,  of  his  letting  lands  for 
68  instead  of  letting  them  for  rents.     What  occurs  to 
Hastings?     "Let  us  destroy  these   factions;   let  us 


M)t)    Summi/tff  of  Evidencf  on  thr  G/A,  7th  and  lAth,  Otoryfs: 

. .!« NKiT'.-.  I»:tvt»  114)  more  wliiy^iJoriuLj.s  upon  the  siibjert ;  let  u>?  ao-tTi-y 

ilii"i'  pn»viii«'i.il  Ci)inu*ils  " — which,  iioci inhiig  to  hi?  dwiiTl- 

timi»ny  mikI   that   i>r  i-vitv  witness   ;it   your    Lurdshipp'  bir. 

n»n   o\ir»*ptuijjf  ovt'U   Mr.  Shore,  were   umre   ahle  to  cjmrt 

cornii»licnis  :ui(l   evil   doiii^rs   thjui    the   eonuuitlec   he  e.-u- 

hli>hril   in  thc'ir  .**te!iil.      "  Awav  with  all  tliese  troiii>o.''omc, 

lariions,  C'lauieils;   .vt  us  dc-rlroy  tlieiu  !      Whv  we  have  k; 

them  hist  so  h»ni^  it  is  not  neeej^sarv  now  t*»  mentii^n. 

^„i.'i!tii-  ll.ivinj^  siati'il  what  i>ccnrs   to  me  upon   the  destnioti'innf 

I'm.V'.in!..    thesi' ('(Minrils,  vou  will   8»*e  evervthin«x  1  have  si  at  id  in  a 

"'  ii'^«"'»'-   nnn'li  stronger  hj^ht  wlien  you  h>ok   at   tho  institution  whii'h 

was  snhsiltuteil  in  their  phice.    The  institution  which  \v;ig9ijl>- 

^titutLMJ  in  tliiir  |  hu:e  liui»  thf  name  of  a  Committee  in?tLMJof 

a  C«»uneil  ;  anil   it  is  so  tar  eonvenient    tliat    vonr  LnJ^hiu- 

\\\\\  always  un«ler>tanil  when  I  spi«ak  <if  a  Coiujcil  1  sjjeak'-f 

the  «)hl  UHule.  when  of  thr  C.'onunittee  ot*  the    ni'W  *»ne.    In 

lirii  of"  thesi*  C'cMineiU  ho  suhstitutevS  a  Committee  of  Kovi-nw. 

I  am  snrrv  to  take  np  ?o  nmrli  ot*  your  Lordship*'  tiiii^\  but 

there  are  so  many  reniarkahle  features,  hoth    in  the  cnn?titu- 

liiMi  of  thr  Committee  and  the  persons  wh(»  eoinp»>?o  it. ib-t 

V4IU  will  ni»t    he  ahle  t(»  form  a  eom patent    iudirmeut  nftli* 

Connuiitei"  unless  yon  attend  t«>  the  eiroumstances  cunntit*^ 

with  it  with  a  eonsiderahle  diligenee  : — 

r....Mitiiii.>!i  *•  That  a  ('I'lirnitlt'c  «)1'  Ki'Vi-nac,  rtinsistin^  of  four  cnvenantod mtM^^ 
it  th' r.in-  ,,j  ii,..  (  ,iiii|Mm-,  Ik*  iiniiu*iliiitch-  («)ii^tituted,  wliu  shrtll  Ijc  eotrujU^i 
uitli  till' <lia'u.' aiul  iiiiiiiini^tratum  of  all  the  j  ml  »!ic' revenue  uf  tl^s'. 
prn\  iiu  <■*;.  jiinl  invr-^lr«l  in  thi'  iiiUr^t  manner  wuli  all  the  jxjvwk  :*5i 
iiiiilioiijv,  ninlrr  flu-  confroul  dI'  tin- (i-.)vernor  (ipncral  and  Council. «b-'^" 
till-  tfo^i-rnor  (Inicral  anil  ('oanvi!  ilo  thcniselvcs  ixisse^s  ami  shiU  n-''- 
1  xivf  i'xilii>ivilv  tv»  thi'msulvcs."" 

ft 

1  wish  yoMv  LiM'dships  to  oh.-erve  whether  tliev  Tcsc^^ 
any  exelnsively  to  themselves  whatever,  and,  if  thev  do.t< 
what  nature  and  importance  it  is. 

"  That  tlio   liist   ])i»j.simis   nominated    to   this    charge   lie  Mr.  ^^^ 
An«it'r.son," — 

whose  name  oceurs  almost  always?  in  all    the  secret  traDsac- 
tions  of  Mr.  llastinffs — 


*•  Mr.  .lulni  Slion*.  Mr.  Sunniel  Cliart^frs,  and  Mr.  Charles  Croft*-" 
withont     whom    the   rest    would    have    been    nothin'^— Mr. 
Charles  Crofts,  whom  Mr.  Hastings  himself  had  detec'le^Hn 
an  error  of  100,000/.    or    170,000/.  .sterling,  in  statinff  the 
aeeonnt  of  the  stijicnd  to  the  Xawub  ^ lo baric- ud-Dowlal- 
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t  the  office  of  Superintendant  of  the  Khalsa  records  shall  be  9  ivvE  vm. 

i ;  and  the  office  of  Khalsa,  with  all  its  dependent  offices  and  au^j^ 

unctions  and  powers  appertaining  to  it,  shall  be  transferred  to  office  of"  ^ 

mittce  of  Revenue."  supcrin- 

tcndont  of 

Iieve,  my  Lords,  it  is  in  evidence  before  that  this  Jeconu.  ** 
tendency  of  the  khal^^a  records  was  an  office,  as  you 
J  by  this  paper,  itself,  of  considerable  importance;  and 
produce  it  in  evidence  if  necessary,  that  the  superin-  Emineut 
;  happened  to  be  at  this  time  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  the 
irell;  and  I  understand  from  all  those  who  have  been  ^^^. 
ia  and  know  anything  of  persons  and  characters  of  **^**^^***- 
-and  we  shall  prove  it  if  you  conceive  it  necessary— 
was  eminent,  not  only  for  his  abilities,  but  for  his 
;y    and    meritorious    services,  of  every  kind  to  the 
ny.      His  office  was,  however,  to  be  abolished. 

i  the  Canongoes  shall  be  reinstated  in  the  complete  charge  and 

>&  of  all  the  functions  and  powers  which  constitutionally  apper- 

heir  office. 

t  the  Committee  shall  examine  and  report  the  state  of  the  other 

ependent  on  the  Khalsa,  and  ])ropose  such  alterations  as  shall 

y  them  necessary  for  making  them  answerable  to  the  purposes  of 

titution,  and  bringing  them  under  the  controul  and  daily  inspec- 

be  Committee. 

b  the  Committee  shall  immediately  prepare  establishments  for 

1  immediate  department,  and  such  temporary  establishments  as 

judged  necessary  for  the  collectors  of  the  divisions  or  districts, 

I  lay  the  same  before  the  Boar<l  for  approbation. 

t  fuch  of  the  Company's  servants  as  shall  be  removed  from  their  Peiuiioni 

xffices,  in  consequence  of  those  arrangements,  shall  be  permitted  r?mw^[' 

ihe  same  allowances  as  they  draw  at  present,  until  they  shall  be  from  their 

d  to  other  offices,  or  until  it  shall  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Board  to  Pl*«»« 

r  this  indulgence." 

re  stated  to  your  Lordships  that  they  had  pensions 
pleasure ;  and  the  reason  why  during  pleasure,  con- 
5  what  their  offence  was,  is  pretty  obvious. 

b  a  commission  of  two  per  cent,  on  all  net  sums  paid  immediately 
treasury  at  the  Presidency,  on  account  of  the  pubUc  revenues,  in 
le  of  every  month,  be  allowed  to  the  members  of  the  Committee 
r  principal  assistants." 

commission  of  two  per  cent  amounts  among  those 
entlemen — and  therb  was  one  afterwards  added  to 
to  somewhat  above  50,000/.  sterling  a  year ;  and,  I 
,  economy  was  one  of  the  recommendations  of  this 
leme! 

i  if  the  members  of  the  Committee  shall  differ  in  opinion  upon  Absolute 
stion  before  them,  the  majority,  or  the  casting  voice  of  the  SJ«ri?y. 


r 
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•  Jir««nMk  Pmlilan  or  •nuni'  tonnlier  pTKaent  atiall  ilMnik  aoil  riirm  tb  tn^stia 
of  tliB  wliolr ;  bnt  it  ii  tiut  n|i«r(i.-J  lh>l  mtj  iluamljnil  tiiiinMni  a'  * 
bv  KMirdnd,"— tliov  WM  riit  icttM  dnaire  (if  |nililiRil7  in  Ihu  Dtfa 
"  nnil  wiiCK  the  tune  h^iilII  be  (Wmrd  or  »urh  importMln'  m  tniq 
it.  it  ■boll  be  luunpiliBU'Jjr  reffrm).  lo^ii.'lher  witli  ta  tnudi  uttlK|am 
toK*  u  liBTL-  «n  imtiuxluttr  rrlatJnn  tu  it,  tn  the  Uaud.  ttnt  tbi  A 
mlnattKn  <it  the  mi^nritj  uf  the  (VminiltDc  nhail  nut  thotAm  l*  ■ 
nniM*  it  »hall  be  •">  affivmt  by  the  m»jdfity."  ^^ 

So  tlint  tliere  couU  be  uo  rcfereoce  ujMiti  tie  mtjNi 
whurc  tiiorv  w«u  ilifTurenoc  of  opinion,  till  fhu  ojunianof  tl 
majority  lind  bcvn  Hct(i«lly  earned  into  execution  sui)  eflcl 
You  will  find  thiit,  in  lliis,  aa  well  w  in  evtry  otiicr 
it  is  not  only  iDatcrinl  wbtl  aboultl  b«  tlio  ounititutioa  oTl 
Hoard  witb  powers  like  Uiia  Conitaittw  of  Kct  cnnc,  but  vT 
should  be  tfio  pt-TMiM.coiiiiKNting  tiic  BonnL  Tfae  pt0i 
composing  the  Board  I  Ii»vc  »tnted  bcfon: ;  bot — 

"  At   A  Council,  pivsrnl   the    iloTinuroblc    Wama    HhIM^  b 

.     OiivrTiior  (iviienJ.  Plif«i<lrnt.  anil  Kdmni  WTwJcr,  E«i.     KfVat- 

"a      And  here  comes  Uie  mutoriul  p»rt  of  tbc  whole  imw 

''  tion — tho  very  pith  of  it — nil  the  rciU   cause  fornkicfct 

provindal  CoundU  were  destroyed   and   this  CofoiiBtla 

HevonuG  instituted. 

"  AMTved.  tliftt  tiuni^  Om-in  Sintf  b«  ap]H>U]t*d  D«<rMt  (o  ikl'^ 
luittae  uf  Refwiiie,  and  thrt  they  do  advised  of  it  -■  ''  •-»— 
letter:"— 

"  '  To  Mr.  U&rii]  .Vndcnnn,  Pmiilnit,  &c.,  uhI  tlie 
I'ominittei;  or  Kcviaiuc. 

"  Gentleineu,— -We  U&ve  Uub  ilny  iliunttht  prapvr  to  ijifKaDlGi 
Ouvin  SiiiK  to  tile  offiuc  of  Demui  to  jrcur  ConimitWr.'  " 
Then  wc  come  to  the  porreps;  — 

"  lliat,  u  tli«  Supreme  Council  Imve  thouslit  itmprt  tn  tf^ 
Dcu-Vi  to  tlio  CommllUe,  it  will  bo  the  iWty  of  the  DotrHi  to  cnnaM 
tlie  {ia)>en  «xf eot«*l  by  thcin.  witd  nury  into  execution  mcfa  unlm " 
f^iveii  to  lum  nnd  inch  clutirji  m  upiirrlMii  to  bia  njBcc,  util  to  )m  |* 
at  the  niMtingi  nf  the  <'ciniiiutt««,  uiil  nil  with   tbvm  to  Ronr 
urdera.  and  tu  attend  the  Tresiilent  oeeurionftlly,  and  til  nfHt 
tTintterit  tn  liiiii  m  rei|uire  Iiia  orders,  H'liieb  he  ia  to  o*         '^' 
Roy  iloyiui,  therefore,  ihould  not  be  iJlnw«d  to  inlcrirm 
tTKHsoeted  by  the  Uewan  of  the  Committee,   as  audi  i 
uccuion  frccjumt  dkptitee  uid  great  deky  in  th«  Inii 
would  lun'ribe  to  Ihe  other." 

Uere  is  another  ancient  officer,  Called  the  IlaJ-ruyaiTt 
d.  pletely  set  n»ide,  because  they  say  that,  if  he  wo.*  lo  hi 
to  have  any  difference  of  opinion  with  Gun^  Ghivitid 
it  might  ncoudon  disputes.     Undoubtedly,  tnc  nomination 
any  and  every  person  to  any  olHcc  doca  occoMon  diq"  " 
but  they  do  constitute  a  check  iind  control;  nnil,  ivhen  , 
tnko  away  nny  poseibllity   uf  dispute,  you   takij  away 
pooeibility  of  check  and  control  llkcwiae. 
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the  duty  formerly  vested  in  the  Roy  Royan  of  superintending  o  Jchb  1790. 
ict  of  the  pro\Tncial  Dewans,  of  receiving  accounts  firom  them        — 
ngal  language,  and  of  issuing  counterparts  of  the  orders  which 
1  of  Revenue  should  expedite  to  the  collectors,  will  now  become 

,  with  respect  to  such  provincial  Dewans  as  remain  in  the  districts 
lectors  are  stationed,  they  should  coutinue  to  act  under  the  direc- 
lose  collectors  to  whom  the  Committee  will  expedite  their  orders." 
,  with  respect  to  such  provincial  Dewans  and  Naibs  as  reside  in 
rhere  there  are  no  collectors,  the  Committee  will  also  issue  their 
•  them  through  their  President,  and  such  orders  are  to  be 
l^ned  by  the  Dewans  of  the  Committee." 

the  Directors  be  accordingly  directed  to  address  the  Persian 
pal  copies  of  such  accounts  as  they  shall  send  to  the  Committee 
nran  of  the  Committee,  under  cover,  directed  to  the  President 
mittee,  and  that  orders  be  issued  to  the  provincial  Dewans  and 
10  reside  in  districts  where  there  are  no  collectors  to  adopt  the 
ie  of  address." 

the  executive  business  appertaining  to  the  collection  of  the 
fhe  Huzzoory  Mehals  will  principally  rest  with  the  President  of 
nutte  and  Dewan,  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Conmiittee." 
;  the  Accountant  General  of  the  Dewanny  will  still  continue  to 
the  duties  described  in  the  old  regulations  of  the  Khalsa,  or 
sr  functions  as  may  have  since  been  prescribed  by  the  honorable 

lat  here  the  Accountant  General  of  the  Revenue,  who  Power 

)rd8hips  know  is  this  individual  Mr.  Crofts,  is  sub-  fir?Crofts. 

,  in  point  of  fact,  to  execute  all  the  offices  of  Mr.  Du- 

and,  therefore,  which  we  conceive  you  will  think  no 

[arable  or  trifling  circumstance  in  this  business,   he 

9  a  Committee  wholly  independent  of  the  superior 

.     He  appoints  that  Committee,  consisting  of  four 

■»,  some  of  whom,  I  think,  were  not  fit  for  any  trust 

Mr,  in  Mr.  Hastings'  opinion  of  what  he  knew  of  them, 

Bcally  and  particularly  Mr.  Crofts. 

[  am  ready  to  own,  that  who  were  or  who  were  not 

nbers  of  this  Committee  is  a  point  wholly  immaterial ; 

»w  come  to  the  great  and  material  evidence  in  the  Evidence  of 

if  this  cause,  from  whom  the  Counsel  thought  they  ^'*  ®****"** 

;ain  much  assistance  because  of  his   friendship  and 

y  to  Mr.  Hastings,  but  who  by  ten  thousand  testi- 

can  never  do  away  the  substantial  and  solid  evidence 

nven  us  in  this  cause — I  mean  Mr.  Shore. 

have  had  Mr.    Shore  before  your  Lordships.      He 

i   us  that  that  paper   which   is    under  his  name— 

kper    which   was   presented  to   Mr.    Macpherson  in 

r  1782 — is  his  own  paper;    and  he  states  himself 

inue   in  the  opinions   there  given.      The  principal 

ce   of  that  paper,  upon   which   I   shall   rely,  is   in 

Lort  words — that  die  Committee  of  Revenue  is  a  tool 
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•  Jcmm-in  the  bauds  uf  thuir  diwiui:   that  a  Comioittw  vf  ItcTcnK 
■riinivl^i-  awtihil«I  of  the  mo#t  dili^ot.  ihe  nioft  able,  ninl  ibe  m 
»»*«'«|^'"  iiclivtf  ofBtfcrs,  still  cain  hv  mitLIng  bctlur  tluin  a  tool  in 
tlwfriUwtu.  iiiioiU  ol'  lh«ir  diwan.     Tltni.  artcr  travin|;  n»d  all  tbc  _ 

given  to  this  Cumiiiiltee,  sIut  havin)£  nwi  all  lie  iinrvi 
whii-li  the  IkianI  nod  OoTcmor  Cicneml  nnd  Cmiticil  h" 
(liv«eied  thrnitielvcM,  yiiu  will  uudvrvtAtid  fmm  Mr  fb 
that  they  di«c«led  tluviMetvoN  of  tbik  iniifir— Ml 
Mr.  Khoro,  Mr.  Attdemn,  or  thv  roet  of  the  Conuniltfl 
but  til  Oiiiij^a  Ctntind  Sln^;,  in  whose  luiado  they  woe 
tooU  aud  ciphers. 

He  lutf  stated  in  that  lULpcr,  witii  au  miicb  oucigfi 
iiroiirict;,  li»  opinions  upon  Uiat  nulijcRt,  that  I  ibiak  it  i 
or  hettcr  tlmn  niiythiag  I  i^oii  say  upon  it  to  read  tlKia 
jtiur  Lordnhip'V. 

Sr.  tOurr,  ["  In  ihe  ttrtiui)  rwltrctum  lif  the  rvrrnoea,  rnuUung  m  men  ncM 
th)u>  tn  uivi-  litimrilmte  uttBntiim  tii  all  isim|iluiifai  wbkti  u*  |Urfi 
doily  tvilliniil  niimW.  anit  tlbiiatch  thrtn  in  b  aiimniBCj'  muna.  ' 
□uinut  bcdimi- whcivthr  nintruuliDTOiiptr.  In  crivj'isrcuiiiialiltM 
nut  Um((nl  tbtac  sir  tomt  ilintiEii-t  usaKu  whirli  (tkniiul  Ze  cinilf  b 
nl  u  iliilHtioc ;  yvt,  in  &I1  MiUi|>liunt»  uf  i>ii)itv»i[iii  (ir  CTlortiixi,  tin) 
l«  biuiwn  ImJutf  a  lUdmon  dm  hr  |ironi>unc<Hl.  Itui  u>  lown  •!  Cak 
llit^  |_iartictikr  caalum*  nf  a  ilinrict  of  RodBholij  iir  Duock  it  ilnvl 
[HiMilile,  Mill  ounniiicniig  ^e  channel*  throu^b  irhiolt  an  uplMi 
niiiBi  pasi,  uiH  thmuitb  wbidi  the  Doiniilnini  i«  nude,  an;  nimam 
br  K>Tni  to  it;  uiil  opjinwaion  nnd  cxtrirtion  tii  the  nuoirfial 
tnuf  hr  jmieturil  witli  nupunilv,  'Iliin  in  a  contiaunl  WHUVf  uf  m 
nuiiui-nt  tu  tlif  CirininiltM  of  Kevenuu  in  ('nlcuitu.  <Jn«  o)^  i/i 
iiiHlitutiiiri  la  t<i  lirinK  thu  rtrtniiM  williuut  imciiiT,'  w  the  naiAe 
lUiH  kU  loml  contmui  a  remnvt^  (tom  over  Uio  n-nli-^  hImi  )agr 
CDlciitt*  nrwhat  ia  raUlcil  HutncKifji  whm  rumjilainu  an  naJt**'" 
them,  it  i>  olmcui  iiu|Kiuible  to  iliMviininato  trullt  from  fnladBwl; . 
tu  jirrvciit  H  fiuliiri'  ii>  tlio  rvvenuea.  it  ia  fuund  avotatarj  in  ill  iai 
uuM  tu  vnppurt  tbi-  lUrnicrj  h  i-irciinii:tanco  whiofa  maj  raalhl 
inuHl  mirl  MM  of  iip^iresaiun.  Tbi>  t«al  utatv  nf  niiv  illatMt  oaH 
known  by  the  l^inniiitw  i  ft  ttrttua  nr  M>niindar  mnj'ntad  tkrtai 
dntiun  Iim  rniniMJ  him,  or  that  hi*  rauntij  is  a  desert  fnnn  WMit  rfi 
M  aent  to  Mftmine  the  cmnptninti    he   retunu  vilk  wi 


|rcnil«dk 


it  of  Io»»M,  nrovHl  ii 


the  Cnmniittoe  havp 

fMkid  ;  iinii«ili1f ,  however,  Uie  whole  •ctouiit  is  talat^,    Suppaac  a 

II  emjiloj'ptl,  and  thn  renter  i«  hold  to  the  tenur  nf  fain  miuhh iH 

loH.  if  real,  must  nocMion  hi«  ruin,  iinlcm  his  usemoiuit  is  Tfjy  nxdi 
iodcMl.     1  may  now  veaturt  t»  pnuiounce  that  thi;  ml  «IbI>  J 
district*  it  niiH'  Icm  known,  nnd  tbo  revenue*  I«mi  undcntoiid,  iM 
l/'-t.     ftiiu-r  the  nntivea  have  had  the  diiiioMiI  of   MnnKintx.  m     ~ 
havs  l>e«ti  intruduceii  as  agents  and  inutMl  with  nuthoit^,  ininc 
cnuftiiina  hare  taken  pl&oe ;    the  ivronhi  and  accnunta  wiiiuh  h« 
coniiiUed  are  numtwiiB ;  yet  wlicn  any  particular  aocoimt  b  w 
Paimot  bo  found.     It  ii  the  bli»inr»ii  nf  all,  from  th«  jyuti  lotlr 
to   ooiieenl  and  ilrccive  i   th(^   tiinplcvt  mattrn  nf   fart   an  Aa 
Dot*erad  with  a  ml  tliruugh  which  ng  humati  uudcntaadoif « 
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With  respect  to  the  present  Committee  of  Revenue,  it  is  morally  9  June  i790. 
npos6ibie  for  them  to  execute  the  business  they  are  intrusted  with.  They 
re  vested  with  a  general  controul,  and  they  have  an  executive  autho- 
tf  larger  than  ever  was  before  given  to  any  board  or  body  of  men  ; 
V^  TO»-y,  and  must,  get  through  the  business ;  but  to  pretend  to  assert 
wk  thev  really  execute  it  would  be  folly  and  falsehood.  ^JThe  grand 
lljed  of  the  natives  is  to  acquire  independent  controul ;  and  for  many 
BMB  they  have  pursued  this  with  wonderful  art.  The  farmers  and 
■Bindars  under  the  Committee  prosecute  the  same  plan,  and  have  ready 
Injections  to  anything  that  has  the  least  appearance  of  restriction :  all 
Bntroul  removed,  they  can  plunder  as  they  please.  The  Committee 
met  have  a  Dewan,  or  executive  officer,  call  him  by  what  name  you 
kese.  This  man  in  fact  has  all  the  revenue  paid  at  the  Presidency  at 
ie  disposal ;  and  can  if  he  has  any  abihties  bring  all  the  renters  under 
iBlribution.  It  is  little  advantage  to  restrain  the  Committee  themselves 
nm  bribery  or  corruption,  when  their  executive  officer  has  the  power  of 
ffectising  both  uridetccted.  To  display  the  arts  employed  by  a  native 
ft  each  occasions  would  fill  a  volume.  He  discovers  the  secret  resources 
f  the  zemindars  and  renters,  their  enemies  and  competitors ;  and  by  the 
ngiues  of  hope  and  fear  raised  upon  these  foundations  he  can  work 
ban  to  his  purpose.  The  Conmiittee,  with  the  best  intentions,  best 
abilities  and  steadiest  ap])lication,  nmst  after  all  be  a  tool  in  the  hands 
f  their  Dewan."]* 

I  should  be  wasting  your  Lordships'  time  and  my  own  ciiaractcr  of 
■tx>ur    if  I    were   to   say   anything   in  addition   to   what  *^'' ^^^^'^^ 
Ifr.  Shore  has  said  upon  the  subject.     It  is  only  necessary 
br  me  to   observe  who    Mr.  Shore  is.     Mr.  Shore   was   a 
nember  of  this  very  Committee  of  Revenue.    Mr.  Shore  is  a 
lerson  who  declares  a  great,  good,  opinion  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
utid  is  not  desirous,  therefore,  of  saying  anything  that  may 
Dake  against   him.     Mr.  Shore  is  a   man,   confessedly,    of 
;reat  experience  with  respect   to  the  revenue  of  Bengal. 
le  was  sent  out  upon  that  ground,  I  believe,  as  a  coadjutor 
frith  Lord  Comwallis,  when   that   nobleman   was   sent  as 
Grovemor  General.     He  is  returned  now,  and  he  gives  at 
the  bar  of  this  House  evidence  consistent  with  that  minute,  His  ©▼!- 
irhich  evidence  is,  that  the  office  which  he  occupied  as  a  ?he  wm^ 
nember  of  that  Committee  was  a  mockery  and  a  farce ;  that  J^^j^^Jk® 
io  the  business  tliey  must,  but  to  pretend  they  executed  hands  of 
their  office  was  a  jest ;  and  that  he  and  the  rest  were — what  vind^ing.' 
[  contend  they  were — neither  more  nor  less  than  tools  in  the 
bands  of  Gunga  Govind  Sing.     And  at  this  moment  I  have 
El  right  to  assume  as  a  fact  that  Mr.  Hastings,  when  he 
Jeatroyed  the  provincial  Councils,  did  not  substitute  a  Com- 
mittee of  Revenue  in  its  stead,  but  substituted  Gunga  Govind 
Sing  as  paramount  minister  over  all  the  revenue,  and  over 

*  **  Remarks  on  the  Mode  of  administering  Justice  to  the  Natives  in  Bengal, 
lad  on  the  Collection  of  the  ReTenue/'  by  Mr.  Shore;  12th  May,  1785. — 
Printed  in  the  **  Minutes  of  the  Sridence/*  p.  1279. 
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■.i.ii  M  iTi-.  :ill    tlu-   rollictlons    ami    all    the    farms    of  all  tlio   variuus 

]in)viiu'('s  «'!' Bi'iijzal. 

Mj<...-..r  Mv    Lords,  one   .should  have    thought   that  thi.'*  Mluatk-u 

kmI.'uip..      «»f  diwaii  wart  enough.     Mr.  Ha;5ting.<  did  not  think  s<i ;  f-r 

ho    knew   that  (nni;^a  G(»vind    Sing,    who   was  diwan,  vk 

al.-id   naihkanungo,  an    officer    who,    from    the   evidence  of 

Mr.  AiidiM>on,  we  understand   to    be   one   who  might  have 

A.  Is.  k.. II    a  cheek  upon  the  diwan.       Mr.  Anderson,  after  a  variety  of 

III. .  iw.iii.     ^^jj^.j.^;j,,^jj  comes  to  that  conclusion  at  length — that  liCDiighl 

he  jso.     llc»wcver,  in  every  office  there  must  be  ?ubi»nliiuite 

ln'i'.-ons.   and  those    subordinate    persons    may  act   in  pome 

resjK-ets  as  a  cheek  upon  their  superiors.     There  was  iwt 

only  a  diwan,   hut  a  naib  diwan.        This   naib  mijrht  {.«"?- 

>il)lv  not  he  a  tool  in  the  hands  of  Gunga  Govind  Sing,  i>ut 

a  check  uimmi  him,  which  the  Committee  could  not  lie.    Who 

TiiroMico      was   the  naib  diwan?     Prawn  Kishen,    the   son  of  Gungi 

I'ju'uJ'mj...    (n)vind    Sing.     So  that,  not    satisfied  with  putting  Gunga 

\n..isinjr>    (Jcviud    Sin«r  in   this  situation,  where  he   made  hU  wkJo 

Hull,  r^  '  ^ 

Council  tools  and  ciphers,  he  appointed  him  naibkanungo, 
wliicli  ought  to  be  a  check  upon  him,  and  appointed  his  own 
son  to  an  office  which  might  be  some  check  upon  him.  So 
anxious,  so  cautious,  so  careful,  so  curious  was  Mr.  Hastings 
in  his  selection  of  this  Committee,  that  he  wa^  afraid  that  that, 
which  in  Mr.  Sliore's  opinion  was  sufficient  to  give  Gunga 
(Jovind  Sing  the  whole  power  of  the  country,  should  not  be 
sutficicnl.  without  putting  all  the  subordinate  offices  also  into 
his  ])Owcr. 

I  have  (miitted,  and  shiUl  not  dwell  now  upon  many  inferior 

circumstances.    I  shall  just  state  them  to  your  Lordshii».viA 

:\ir.  Uxsi.     relerences  to  wlicre  they  may  be  found.     Your  Lordship 

""-"  "^  ■^'   ^^.jii  |i,jj]^  jjj  pjirros  1172  and  1178  of  your  ]Minutes,  Mr.  H*'t- 


l-llloll 

.'iiriiii-t 


loiTini  «i.'i. .  i"g*^    declanition    against   all   [lartial   delegations-     If  ever 
L'litic.M^.       iIk'i'c  was  a  thing  which  did  not  come  within  this  description, 
it  is  this  Conunittee.     That  it  was  not  a  partial  delcgauoOj 
hut  an  entire  one,  I  am  ready  to  admit 
iiis..i.j,v.         ^  **^^  ^^''1'  ^"^^  ^I^-  Hastings  universally  objecting  to  gh<^ 
!,'.'.'"  l""'*'"^^  leases,  and  ]»leading  in  favour  of  long  ones.      The  first  regu- 
lation of  this  C'ommittee  was  that  leases  were  to  be  from  year 
to  year.    You  will  find  a  general  opinion  of  his  against  all  inno- 
u-:iiiis«        vat  ions,  whatever,  of  any  kind  ;  and  that,  whenever  changes 
■  are  introduced,  they  ought  to  be  by  a  gradual  and  easy  moJc- 
^'ou  will  find  the  Directors  agree  with  him  in  most  of  thcjc 
)pinions ;  and  you  will  find  that,  in  direct  defiance  and  cnn- 
radiction  of  all  these  opinions,  he  abolished   the  provincial 


■  iw  -••»«  I/.nv 
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room  of  them  a  farce  of  a  committee,  but.  In  fact,  Gunga  9  June  1790. 
Govind  Sing. 

It  is  not  to  be  omitted  that  this  appointment  of  Gunga  Tho appoint- 
Govind  Sing  was  not  only  subsequent  to  Gunga  Govind  GimgaGo- 
Sing's  delinquency  and  dismission,  which  had  happened,  I  Jibt^^ue^lit 
belieye,   when  the  majority  was  against  him,  but  it  was  ^jjjjf^^^. 
iobsequent   to  his   appointment  of  Gunga    Govind    Sing  disapproval 
Mb  fimin,  and  subsequent  to  the  Board  of  Directors  having  ^ 
tepressed    their    astonishment,    surprise   and    indignation, 
al  his  giving  that  office  to  Gunga  Govind  Sing,  after  he 
iMid  been  marked  with  the  ignominy  of  that  dismission.   •  He 
knew,  therefore,  that,  as  much  as  Gunga  Govind  Sing  was 
agreeable  to  him,  as  much  as  he  was  necessary  to  him,  as 
Much  did  the  Board  of  Directors  consider  him  as  a  person 
unfit  to  be  employed  on  account  of  his  former  delinquencies. 

I  hope  I  may  say  I  have  a  right  to  deprecate  one  parti- 
enlar  argument  which  I  expect  from  the  Counsel  for  the 
I>efendant,  because  I  allow  it  has  some  force,  but  yet  I  think 
ife  ooght  not  to  be  used  against  me.  When  I  argue  as  a  proof  JJ^,^^^ 
that  Mr.  Hastings  appointed  Gunga  Govind  Sing  against  the  of  disobe- 
aiders  of  the  Directors  with  a  corrupt  view,  when  I  take  that  tho  nir^- 
aa  a  strong  proof  of  his  corruption,  do  not  let  them  answer  me  ***"* 
IbiM  and  say — "  Never  reason  upon  Mr.  Hastings'  disobe- 
JBence  to  the  orders  of  the  Directors.  He  always  did  it  by 
dioice.  It  was  his  constant  system,  his  scheme,  the  object  of 
\m  whole  government ;  and,  therefore,  do  not  draw  any  infer- 
ence from  that  which  he  did  daily.  You  cannot  draw  an  in- 
ierenoe  from  a  man's  rising  in  the  morning  and  going  to  bed 
at  night.  You  cannot  draw  an  inference  from  a  man's  taking 
Ilia  usual  repast  at  the  proper  hour  of  the  day.  You  cannot 
draw  an  inference  from  that  which  is  the  whole  course  and 
tenor  of  Mr.  Hastings'  life — defying  Acts  of  Parliament, 
and  disobeying  all  the  orders  of  the  court  of  Directors." 
My  Lords,  that  is  an  argument  to  which  I  know  no  answer, 
bat  simply  deprecating  it  and  begging  it  may  not  be  used  ; 
for  I  know  it  would  have  a  power  and  force  which  I  cannot 
resist  before  your  Lordships.  Therefore  I  must  beg  it  may 
not  be  used,  because  it  would  not  be  decent  to  the  Court  that 
it  should. 

If  we  are  to  consider  Mr.  Hastings  in  the  light  of  a  common 
man,  as  one  who  would,  where  he  had  no  particular  object  to 
do  otherwise,  obey  the  laws  of  the  land  and  the  instructions 
of  his  superiors,  then  I  say  that  knowing,  as  he  did,  the 
psrticular  objections  which  the  court  of  Directors  had  to 
unnga  Govind  Sing,  their  particular  indignation  and  astonish- 
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9JUXB1700.  mont   at  his  being  appointed  to  tho  situation  of  amin,be 
could  not  have,   after  that,  apiK>inted  him  to  this  greater 
Ritiiation  VLA  a  diwan,  except  with  tho  corrupt  views  whichi 
impute  to  liim^  and  except  with  the  guilt  of  mind  which 
I  tiiink  ])orvade8  the  whole  of  this  transaction. 
T!ioaiii»o!ni.      Ouo  of  the  Council  of  Calcutta,  I  believe  Mr.  Maq)he^ 
!iiwnii"roiii-  son,  speaking  of  Gunga  Govind  Sing,  calls  him  the  natire 
thatT!/'*'*    Chancellor  <»f  the  Exchequer,  meaning  thereby,  to  EngliA 
Iinh"''"''*"    c^">  ^^   Knglish  minds,  to  convey  a  situation  of  great  and 
Kx.iiMinor.    ilhistri(»us  power.     It  is,  imdoubtcdly,  of  that  nature  in  Eng- 
land ;  it  is  an  office  which  in  Kngland  has  been  possesaeil  1^ 
a  variety  of  dcHcriptions  of  men,  but,  at  least,  all  high  in  the 
opinion  of  their  sovereign,  and  supposed  to  enjoy  the  cont 
dence  of  th(*  public.     What  should  you  say  to  one  who  wii 
to  advise  his  Majesty  to  appoint  a  person  Chancellor  of  tbe 
Exchecjucr  in  this  country — which    is  an  office  to  whid 
Mr.  Macpherson  has  compared  the  situation  of  Gunga  Govind 
Sing — to  appoint  a  person  who  had  been  dismissed  for  anactoil 
delinquency  and  for  pecuniary  frauds  ?   I  believe  no  rach  it- 
tempts  in  the  worst  times,  ever  was  made  in  this  country,  D«r 
is  likely  to  be  made.      But  give  me  leave  to  say,  tliat,  when 
Mr.  Macpherson  compares  the  situation  of  Gunga  Gorind 
Sing  to  the  most  i)owerful  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  thtt 
ever  wn^  in  the  country,  he  makes  a  comparison  that  will  br 
no  means  give  your  Lordships  an  idea  of  his  power. 
Tho  fUwan        This  country  is  so  constituted,  thank  God  I  that  no  man, 
iyMiMsibio'iii  however  high  in  the  confidence  of  the  public,  however  U^ 
iiisoHifH'.      \^y  ij^p  favour  of  his  sovereign,  can  be  in  a  situation  of  povcr 
like  tliat  of  Gunga  Govind  Sing.     What  is  a  Chancetlorof 
the  Exchequer  in  this  country  ?  what  the  minister  of  a  kiag 
in  tlu*  more  absolute  monarchies  of  Europe  ?     He  is  a  pv 
son  always  invested  with  limited  power,  accountable— -thiok 
God  ! — in  this  country,  to  the  representatives  of  the  peojfc 
What  is  this  diwan?     He  is  not  even  a  resi)onsible  peiwir 
but  a  ])erson  acting  under  the  name  of  a  mock  committre, 
and  having,  as  Mr.  Shore  states  it,  the  person,  the  fortnae 
— njiy,  the  life,  by  means  of  pimishmcnt — almost  of  cvoj 
native  in  those  fifty-eight  or  sixty  provinces  which  contaiB 
the  dominion  of  the  Company  in  the  East. 

Therefore  your  Loixlships  are  not  to  consider  the  po*cr 
of  this  diwan  by  comparison  with  a  minister  of  any  of  the 
iimited  governments  in  Europe.  No  !  It  is  a  power  ab^ 
lute,  uniimitcd  and  perfect,  to  take  from  the  inhabitantf  of 
the  country  every  shilling  which  he   can   draw  from  tWr 
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die  opinion  of  Mr.  Hastings  upon  that  subject,  not  speaking  o  jukb  1790. 
of  a  diwan,  but  speaking  of  a  native  farmer ;   and  hear  the  Mr.  H^t- 
■ipotence  of  the  English  Government  after  the  establishment  jJfthe'Si?^" 
it  the  collection  of  revenues.     It  is  upon  some  accusation  sponHibiuty 

•  »r/^iiTT»  xxirt*  T-rfc  Of  native 

^unst  Mr.  Ooodlad,  relative  to  Deby  Smg  and  Rimgpore.    oincors. 

•*  I  entirely  acquit  Mr.  Goodlad  of  all  the  charp^es ;  [he  has  disproved 
bcBi.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  accuser  to  prove  them.  Whatever  crimes 
M^  be  established  against  R^jah  Deby  Sing  it  docs  not  follow  that 
Hr.  Goodlad  was  responsible  for  them." J — By  which  means  he  shows 
Iw  impotence  of  the  control  of  the  British  Government. — "  And  I  so  ^ 
ML  know  the  character  and  abilities  of  Raja  Devy  Sing  [that  I  can 
MQr  conceive  that  it  was  in  his  ])ower  both  to  commit  the  enormities 
pkiui  m  laid  to  his  charge,  and  to  conceal  the  grounds  of  them  from 
Ifr*  Goodlad,  who  had  no  authority  but  that  of  receiving  the  accounts  and 
aBte  ci  the  district  from  Rajah  DavT^  Sing,  and  occasionally  to  be  the 
Iw***^^  of  communication  between  him  and  the  Committee."  * 

The  orders  of  your  Lordships  have  prevented  us  from  Reference  to 
liowii^  what  these  **  enormities"  were  ;   but  the  very  use  of  ^^JJ^^^*j^ 
lie  word  **  enormities/'  I  suppose,  is  sufficient  to  allow  me  to  by  Deby 
MBume  that  certain  great  enormities  would  be  committed  *"^' 

?Deby  Sing  without  Mr.  Goodlad  knowing  the  grounds 
them  or  being  any  way  responsible  for  them.     Upon  that  ^ggertion 
Mibject,  though  it  may  not  be  strictly  in  issue,  as  it  has  of  the  truth 
lleiised  the  learned  Counsel  on  the  other  side  to  make  a  call  char^ 
ipon  the  vengeance  of  this  House  and  of  Almighty  God,  SSSe^by**™ 
lOt  upon  himself,  but  in  a  peculiar  manner  upon  his  client,  if  *^^-  ^urke. 
ivcr  this  charge  should  come  and  he  should  not  be  able  to 
efate  it,  all  I  beg  leave  to  say  in  this  place  is,  as  a  counter 
ledaration,  that  if  it  should  ever  come— and  I  hope  and 
vi«h  it  may — in  a  regular  form  to  your  Lordships,  may  the 
rengeance  of  this  House  and  of  Almighty  God,  whom  he 
las  called  upon,  fall — I  will  not  say  upon  my  honourable 
riend  next  me — but  fall  upon  mcy  if  I  do  not  prove  that  all 
hose  things  stated  by  my  honourable  friend  were  fairly  and 
astly  imputable,  in  the  way  and  in  the  mode  in  which  he 
iputed  them,  to  the  defendant  at  your  bar !  f 


♦  Extract  from  a  Minute  of  Mr.  Hastings,  of  the  2l8t  February,  1785. — 
Mated  in  the*'  Minutes  of  the  Evidence/'  p.  1251. 

t  Mr.  Fox  refers  to  words  uttered  by  Mr.  Law,  on  the  18th  of  May,  previous, 
D  the  course  of  an  altercation  with  the  Managers  relative  to  the  admission  of 
•ridenee  of  the  practice  of  torture  by  the  provincial  Councils  and  of  the 
flroeltief  charged  against  Deby  Sing.  His  words  were: — '*  Let  the  Commons 
iQt  the  detail  of  those  shocking  cruelties  into  the  shape  of  a  charge  which  ray 
dicnt  can  meet;  let  them  present  them  in  that  shape  at  your  lordships*  bar, 
■d  then  we  will  be  ready  to  hear  everj'  proof  that  can  be  adduced.  And  if, 
rhen  they  have  done  that,  the  gentleman  for  whom  I  am  now  speaking  does 
lot  fidsify  every  act  of  cruelty  that  the  honourable  Managers  shall  attempt  to 
wore  upon  him,  may  the  hand  of  this  Ilouse,  and  the  hand  of  God  light  upon 
dmr-'Uistory  of  the  Trial,  Fart  III ,  p.  56. 
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!iJr.iEiT»i>.      I  cannot  now  {)rovc  it,  because  it  u  i 

siK'ETTriu-i-   your  Ijor(]slii|)d.     But  I  lin^c  and  tro 

!iirui''iv!nii"  !W  •"'"•■  *'''*  mode  of  rciuoning  :    I  am  i 

ii!p.'l!n^iii  "I'fC''''-'  LTiicltieit  that  were  committed 

xrin.irni-     iTiurltii's  were  not  vhai^edi  but  surely 

sliow  tluit,   in   the  nature  of  thingi^ 

frovrriinicnt  wliicli  Mr.  Hastings  iostil 

wore  likt'iy  and  proluiblo  to  bo  committ 

,       1  need  not  tnkc  np  much  of  your  Lor 

th;it,  if  Mr.  II:istin^3  ilestmyed  all  cb< 

the  iinivim-iiil  (.'ouncils  whatever,  if  hi 

hribu-hniker,  Oimga  Oovind  Sing,  to  t1 

X\k  coiuitry,  with  a  [>owcr  to  sell  to 

togi'lher  the  whole  of  those  sixty  pro' 

^itatod,  niuHt  wc  not  know  that  the  wr 

the<je  pnivinccs  uiuiit  have  hod  to  paj 

to   the  Coinjmny,  another  to  Mr.   at 

Tiwiiatni".  to  Ounga  Oovind  SingF      Must  we  i 

'-"i'i'i'"iw      iniscralhle  niitivc.-'  who  are  obliged  to 

'^"lii    m"     '""'''■  '"***^  every  rupee  taken  from  thei 

l?i«(iiun  '    extremity  of  poverty  and  indigence,  bi 

(tininii!)^.  ""'y  *"  P"y  '''<*''■  "isi"il  rvnt^  but  the  ex 

their  two  joint  masters,  Mr.  Hastings 

Sing  ?     And  niny  I  not  state,  tiiat  it  i 

fiirnu'rs,  drivun  to  desperation  on  one  I 

means  but  the  miserable  poverty  of  t1 

fiMiu   on   the    other,  must    be   driven 

Knglisli  oars   would   shudder  to   hear 

to  think  of?      This  must  naturally  1x! 

government. 

ij'S'^IIr"'      ^t  may  he  said— why  do  I  infer  that  I 

''^'"i'T"""'  ^*''"''"  '"-'  '""'  "''  these  powers,  would  so 

r?"!."!."'""' Mr.  Hustings  would  sell  them?      I  cs 

of  men  that  arc  not  discovered  only  fi 

di^covci'etl.      I  find  that  Mr.  HnstingSj 

this  C'onnnittec,  did  sell  for  bribes  the 

find  he  did,  for  a  bribe  from  Kellenun  ar 

them  a  tense  which  he  ought  not  to  ]] 

find  he  received  a  bribe   from  Dinagep 

lind  that  all  these  three  bribes  he  rcceivi 

of  Gunga  Govind  Sing.      Can  I,  theref 

Boi-y  inlerence,  that,  when  he  hoid  desti 

put  tliis  country  into  the  hands  of  the 

wliom  he  received  bis  bribes,  what  woe 
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"espect  to  three  great  provinces,  Nuddea,  Beharand  Dinage-  o  Jukkitoo. 
x>re,  might  probably  be  the  case  with  all  the  remaining 
ifky-seven — or  whatever  number  it  is — that  constitute  that 
jpneat  empire  in  India  ?     Why  am  I  to  suppose  that  he  that 
irould  risk  his  character  by  taking  bribes  from    Nuddea, 
Behar  and  Dinagepore^  at  a  time  when  there  were  so  many 
diecka  to  discover  it,  should,  after  he  had  thrown  down  all  Temptation 
the  dykes,  be  more  abstemious  than  he  was  when  there  were  of  chockar 
m  many  checks  to  detect  and  discover   his  corruption? — 
that  he  should  refuse  doing  that  to  gain  a  million,  when  he 
eoold  do  it  in  security,  which  he  did  to  gain  40,000/.,  with 
■U  the  danger  of  discovery  and  all  the  infamy  to  which  he 
WiftB  liable  if  detected  ? 

I  cannot  suppose  the  mind  of  any  man  to  be  so  made 
—  Btrange  as  his  Counsel  may  contend  his  to  be —  that, 
wlule  there  were  any  checks,  while  there  were  provincial 
Conncils  to  discover,  while  there  was  Mr.  Moore  to  hear 
nports,  Mr.  Young  to  propagate  them,  and  Mr.  Anderson 
mat  able  to  disbelieve  them  —  though  his  friendship  to 
Mr.  Hastings  would  make  him  wish  to  do  so  —  while  all 
these  things  were  going  on,  he  should  risk  calumny,  dis- 
eovery  and  punishment,  for  40,000/.,  and  that  he  should 
aft  ODce  begin  a  new  life  of  temperance,  justice  and  modera- 
tion, when  there  was  no  longer  any  obstacle  between  him  and 
kis  desires,  and  when  there  were  no  longer  any  means  or  power 
of  discovery,  whatever  might  be  his  acts.  My  Lords,  I  cannot 
believe  the  mind  of  any  man  to  be  so  constituted ;  and  there- 
fore I  have  a  fair  ground  of  presumption,  that,  from  the 
noment  Mr.  Hastfngs  destroyed  all  those  checks,  from  the 
moment  he  gave  the  country  over,  as  Mr.  Shore  says  he 
iidy  to  Gunga  Govind  Sing,  as  to  an  arbitrary  tyrant, 
Bf^lring  the  Committee  a  tool  in  his  hands,  from  that 
noment,  the  dykes  all  being  broken  down,  Mr.  Hastings 
knew  no  limit  to  his  corruptions  and  bribes  but  his  own 
lesires,  whatever  they  might  be. 

My  Lords,  in  corroboration  of  this  presumption  which  I 
itate,  there  is  one  strong  feature  in  all  these  circumstances 

for  you  to  remark.      Before  the  year  1781,  we  Bribes  rc- 
of  a  Dinagepore  peshcush — called  a  peshcush  upon  a  Srough 


Use  pretence,  but  literally  a  bribe,  for  if  it  is  a  peshcush  yinS^ii^' 
trfay  is  not  the  whole  of  the  security  given  to  the  Company  prior  to  the 
Old  not  a  part  only  of  the  money  received  upon  it?     AoftheCom- 


Ksibe   is   received    from    Dinagepore.       Through    whom  ?  Setmie.' 
riirough  the  hands  of  Gunga  Govind  Sing.      A  bribe  is 
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vJcniiAreowTutl  from  Xudtlcik      Tlirough   whom?     Xbruiuth  lb 
*^       bmndt  of  (.luoga  Ooviod  Sing.      A  liribe  U  cecetiM  &w 
Cdlian  Sin);  ftod  Kdlenun  through  the  luindi  of  the  tot 
identical  nitive.  Guugn  Ooviod  Sing.    All  tlieve  tmuKlJM 
■ra  piiur  Ici  the  iuslitution  of  ihn   C<>miiutic«  i>r  ReTttw 
Vom\m-     Afiur  that,  yuu  hear  indeed  of  tlie   brilw)  fnwi  XiiUm^ 
mSUbi*   which  sUndt  Upon  a  particular  grvuDd,  ird  i*  siattdftr*  i 
llirHi*'   MTticuUr  |>iirp(we;  but  you  hvar  no  iiuin:  of  any  prefOkH  1 
nufciwwM  y^^  llMtinga  ooonecteJ  with  die  receipt  of  roroiue.    flrtt  * 
in  the  tmnie  of  Qod,   ahould   you  hear  of  thi*ui  uir  an  | 
when  he  had  put  an  «nd  to  all  checks  and  to  all  maarf' 
discovery  ?  ! 

It  Jiecms  as  if  he  liad  b«cn  contented  fur  a  tine  vid 
puning  40,000/.,  30.000/.,   20.000/..  or   aoy  euch  ni 
might  iKour  that  ho  ouuld  Vcm  secret  fur  faii«  uuo  |iur|' 
bui  ht>  waa  irritated  by  faction,  that  is,  a  diMC'ver^ 
own  (.Tuiieo.    Alanned  by  rrport*,  he  was  fiirced  to 
letter  hastily,  for  fear  of  the  inaiauationft  of  raOt 
wau)  forced  to  make  a  discovery  to  lii«  cotlengues 
instance,  for  fear  it  should   be  known  hy  otlier  rm 
waii  forced  to  make  a  diticovury  to  the  Company  of 
IcAt  he  should  l>c  thought  guilty  of  o«t«nlatiua. 

The  court  of  Dircetoni  \}t»ltr  him  with  questii 
i<uyi*  '"  You  ink  me  about  thingi^  at  ibis  distaoni 
tnimtit  rwcoUect.  Wliy  1  took  thii*  -iO.OOO/.,  wluchl 
to  you,  and  took  it  t^i  myKclf,  I  canoot  rectdlect.  Yi 
uiKi  piMtur  me  witli  particular  qucetions.  To  yon, ' 
to  butfinuaH,  th&«u  thiugH  are  not  iatdligihlc ;  tbei 
cim  only  tell  you  I  reineiubor  little  or  noQiing  about' 
He  sees  it  i«  the  itbortest  way  to  break,  ut  oaco.  aO 
Imrricrs  and  defences,  whutcvor: — "  Let  mc  not 
eRi|>loy  Gunga  Govind  SiDg  secretly,  in  thi< 
that,  but  give  to  him  the  complcie  lettiitg  nf  aD  »,  ^^ 
viiiecM  in  Uio  British  empire  in  llindudtun,  and  then  br  alt 
togelbt-j  can  lake  for  those  Ictlings  any  ?uin,  to  any 
we  pleaac,  and  no  rumour  am  spread  nf  it,  for  it  c 
without  the  knowledge  of  anybody.  There  u  mi 
There  io  no  kanungo  to  be  control  on  the  diwao; 
diwaii;  no  provmcial  Council:  uo  Cumniiuee  whnenbrilT- 
this  ivecusation  againot  me  if  I  (juurrel  witJi  Uien,  fc' AiT 
lire  nil  toola  in  hia  hnQ<I.  Lot  uc  takn  all  Uicm:  kihW 
iicitiicr  you,  Sira,  iJie  Dircctora,  the  Pariiament,  nor  ^ 
prrson  in  England,  can  hear  of  these  bribes;  bcoaiive. >>■(* 
of  taking  one  here  and  another  there,  IkbU)  to  detedao^' 
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lay  take  from  the  whole  country  with  impunity,  and  defy  ojuxeitw. 
ie  inquisitivenesj  of  my  enemies  and  the  indiscretion  of  my 
ienda.'' 
I  think  this  chars^e  was  properly  stated  witli  the  charge  of  (^'»i»rgf  pf 

^^  &        AT         t/  c»  comi  lit.  lull 

>rruptiony  because,  though  I  do  not  prove  it  connected  with 
ay  specific  bribe,  as  I  did  in  the  sixth,  yet,  by  connectinp:  it 
ith  all  the  circumstances,  we  cannot  but  infer  that  tlie 
lotive  to  this  act  was  as  corrupt  as  the  act  was,  certainly, 
legal  and  criminal. 

My  Lords,  I  have  now  done  with  pointing  out  to  your 
lOrdships  the  evidence  upon  this  charge.  I  have,  to  save 
'our  Lordshi|)s'  time,  in  many  instances,  only  alluded  to  the  Apoiof^for 
xridence,  without  reading  it  out  at  large ;  but  I  am  sure  ""uilmw!"*^ 
four  Lordships  will  do  so  nmch  justice  to  the  cause  as  to  do 
me  of  these  things,  either  to  give  me  credit  that,  where  I 
have  alluded  to  it  and  referred  to  it,  I  have  referred  cor- 
raetly,  or  to  refer  to  it  yourselves,  and  correct  my  state 
of  it  Though  I  have,  I  dare  say,  tired  your  Lordships' 
patieoce  as  much  as  1  have  exhausted  my  own  strength, 
jet,  undoubtedly,  I  have  omitted  many  particulars  of  the 
BTidence  in  which  there  may  be  matter  of  considerable 
importance.  I  hope  and  trust  your  Lordships  consider  your 
laty  as  judges  in  the  way  in  which  1  conyider  it — that  it  is 
four  duty  to  look  to  these  circumstances  and  enlighten  your- 
lelves  where  we,  either  from  want  of  diligence,  ability  or 
nemory,  shall  have  failed  in  doing  so. 

I  will  recapitulate,  in  as  few  words  as  I  can»  what  I  con-  R«»i>;tuiar 
ieivc  we  have  proved  to  your  i^onlsiups,  and  what  i  tihould  cuuiHtam-oa 
iuppose  must  be  your  Lordships'  judgment  upon  what  we  ^^^^ 
lave  proved. 

It  is  proved  that,  prior  to  the  Act  of  1773,  Mr.  Hjistings  ^^[[^^P^/jf,,,, 
lid,  in  defiance  of  his  duty,  ri*ceive  a  present  of  one  lac  and  Mmmy  bi»- 
»  half  from  Munny  Begum,  and  that  then*  is  nuich  reason  *^""'* 
o   supjKise  he  received  two   lacs  more.     We  have   proved 
hut  the   receipt  of  that  money  was  attended  with  all  the 
ircuinstances    that  denote  guilt ;    that   it   was   concealed ; 
hat  it  was  endeavoured  to  be  defended  \x\^ni  false  pretences ; 
,nil   that  his  conduct  in  the  whole  of  that  transaction  was 
Li«tified  upon  false  accounts. 

We  have  afterwards  proved  that  he  received  a  variety  <>f  L'l.^lnJ^^'^ 
iresent^*  to  the  amount  of  240,000/.  and  ui)wards  ;  and  that  amountinpf 
Imoet  all  those  presents  he  luis  confessed  and  justified  upon 
be  ground  that  he  intended  them  for  the  Company.      We  i»»vtend.'d 
lave  pn>ve<l  that  no  such  intention  is  any  justification.    But  timtuiey^ 

I)  I)  2 
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4!(l  Suminiifff  of  Evtdentt  an  the  Glh,  1th  aiuf  I4(&,  Ouirya: 

•.wo  hnve  furlht-r  provcii  to  your  LfvrJslnp*  ibnl  lluU  jmlii- 
lu^tim  is  iifi  fnlKC  in  point  nf  fnirt  lu  it  io  XmA  nnd  innU  ii 
[Kiint  of  law ;  for  thnt  there  nrv  thf  Btronijest  tmJiotiiH*^ 
tivmptotfu<,  l)ist,  with  rL'gnrd  lo  iniii-h  the  ]fnn(i-r  put  rf 
liirM!  prMcnIa,  ho  did  intend  ibcm  for  bimMlf  aiu)  ni^lv 
ihi-  (.'i>uipsiny. 

Wr  hii?e  pmved,  iipiin  tli<>  fuiirteentli  Article.  thaLoM  , 
whore  n  ]irc»cnl  wn»  ofTered  iu  mich  a  way  lliiit  bu  <)id  Mt  1 
think  it  ^ufe  to  take  it.  hi:<  conduct  vriu  tnyatvriouf,  ilniiU^ 
[wqilcxcd  uml  rraudul<»)t;  that  he  K't  a  liod  i-nsifile  to  lb 
ecrvnota  of  tlw!  ComiMuiy  in  the  first  [ilacisaiid  that  bf  »ft»-  i 
wardi  rorboK  to  eall  thifm   to  an  uviriiiiRl  fnr  that  toMif 
which  he  knew  lo  he  in  Ihtar  hand^,  nut  hetonging  W  tli»- 
Klves,  hut  to  hire  or  the  Cmnpnny.     Wo  have  (wnwl  ihl 
in  nl]  (hose  caecc  he  »tiitcd  rnlae  )>retiincc«)  ur.  il'  tiw.iWf 
were  euch  ns  to  inriiliduto  all   ihoMj  lu-ctenro*,  sudiMiH 
were,  which   he  endeavoured   to   set  up  for  reearagnl 
formpT  iiresents. 

We  have  i>ravtd  thnt,  in  defiance  oT  tlie  Act  of  lit  W 
tccnth  of  the  ICing  and  the  orders  of  the  court  of  I>i««« 
he  did  np])otnt  certain  ninins  nnd  ini|mMtor»-gcnvr«l:  d^ 
in  w  doing  he  wns  crimioal.  W«  huie  proteJ  cTwy**" 
cumslance  relating  to  ihut  act  to  be  rrtmiiial,  niiJ.  »l»»t* 
the  principal  iustrumcnt  of  that  act — Ix^ing  (jnn)iB(i«* 

I™"  Sin(f ;  and  that  powers  were  coiumittcd  Ut  htm  wbwA  «(M 
to  be  committed  to  no  man  ;  lie  comniitiin;*  to  tlie  W"*  ' 
men  that  power  which  do  wise  man  would  iutruet 
best;  that,  knowing  the  corrnpt  dtjtpogiliuD  ofGunga' 
Sing,  knowing  the  Directori*'  dii>pieiu>urc  at  af 
amiRfl,  knowing  the  opinion  of  llic  Directon  «a 
nil  inuovntiou  whatever,  especially  all  innovattoo 
their  conxrnt — lie  him^lf  having  declared  bis  i^ 
mutent  with  theirs,  that  all  innovations  were  bod,  Iwti 
cbiinge)!  were  made  they  should  be  fn^diul,  hav'iiu  A 
his  opinion  of  provincial  CouncJU  to  be  «acli  that  M  -- 
to  have  them  ^tabliidicd  "by  Act  of  PartiaineDt— he  '* 
notwithstandinfr,  innovate  in  the  way  which  be  Ih<1  ^ 
reprobated,  and,  iartead  of  a  grHdunl,  easy  nnd  pn^iu^ 
change,  he  brought  about  a  sudden  one,  by  thr  ijiuii^ 
dcntriietion  of  the  old  system  and  the  ittinidijita  ia«iliil*  . 
of  a  now  on&  We  have  proved  that,  in  that  instiluW".^ 
'gave  powers  inconiii stent  with  the  Act  of  Parliaiwatj*"  ' 
actually  hclrayed  the  duty  be  owoil  the  Company  ai<w* 
ihoae  intrusted  witJi  the  revenue ;  that  he  g»irc  it  wm^  ' 
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to  four  gentlemen,  one  of  whom  he  had  formerly  detected  o  June  1790. 
in  a  false  account  resijeeting  the  stipend  of  the  Nawab — a 

Creon  whose  name  occurs  in  every  bribery  transaction  of 
r.  Hastings. 

We  have  proved  that  he  made  diwan  to  that  Committee,  Appoint- 
without  any  check  whatever,  Gunga  Govind  Sing,  whom  I  f/unira  (jo- 
liave  described,  with  all  the  displeasure  of  the  Company  upon  li^iwai'IJ 
hinij  and  put  him  in  a  situation  in  which  all  the  Committee  51^2]** 
werCj  according  to  the  emphatic  phra^^e  of  Mr.  Shore,  nothing 
but  tools  in  his  hand,  and  could  execute  no  duty  but  by  his 
means  and  with  his  consent 

If  the  concurrence  of  all  these  circumstances  do  not  i)er-  Concurrenco 
made  your  Lordships  that  ]Mr.  Hastings'  end  and  object,  stanc!^' 
throughout  the  government  of  India,  was  peculation,  cither  riJJtion.^*^' 
liy  means  of  bribery  or  presents,  nothing  that  I  can  say  to 
yonr  Lordships  will  convince  you  of  it:  for,  if  such  a  cloud  of 
circumstances  concurring  together,  not  one  of  which  can  be 
proved  to  be  the  rational  conduct  of  an  innocent  man,  do  not 
pronounce  him  guilty,  I   am   sure   all   arguments  and    all 
attempts  at  anything  like  persuasion  must  fail.      These  facts 

X»ik  much  louder  in  themselves,  when  stated  in  your  Lord- 
ps'  view,  than  any  connnent  of  mine,  however  laboured, 
eould  do. 

And  here  I  should  rest  the  business,  if  it  were  not  to  take  J'"  ^^ 
notice  of  some  defences  which  have  been  set  up,  and  which, 
perhaps,  I  omitted  in  their  places. 

One  defence  set  up  is,  that,  in  point  of  fact,  this  Com-  j^l^JJjPjJi  ^ 
nittee  of  Revenue  incrciised  instead  of  diminished  the  receipts  couimiitrc 
of  the  East  India  Comj)any.  Your  Lordships  will  find  that^ 
the  statement  which  was  endeavoured  to  be  put  upon  your 
Minutes  for  that^puq>osc  has  been  entirely  fallacious,  and  so 
stated  to  be  by  the  witness  who  understood  these  accounts. 
ITou  will  find  throe  ways  of  taking  this  account.  We,  out 
of  candour,  are  wilHn<]C  to  leave  out  of  the  account  and  out  of 
all  average  the  year  in  which  the  new  institution  took  j)lac(', 
because,  as  it  happened  at  a  very  improper  time  of  the  year,  it 
made  the  revenues  diminish ;  but  we  will  not  take  advantage 
of  that.  If  you  take  the  three  years  preceding  that  year,  and 
oom])arc  them  with  the  tliree  subsequent,  you  will  find  that,  in 
the  three  years  8ul)se((uent,  the  net  receipt  was  about  three 
lacs,  or  30,000/.,  less  than  in  the  three  years  preceiling.  If 
you  compare  an  average  of  four  years  preceding  that  year 
with  four  years  eubseciuent  to  it,  you  will  filnd  the  difference  in 
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iur>K  iT'.Hi.  lavoiir  o\'  the  four  prior  years  to  be  sometliing  about  lu 

\iio<.     l^ut  we  arc  under  a  considerable  disadvantage  in 

of  thoso  ])ro|)ositions,  because  we  are  forc^  to  corapj 

bail  admini>tniti()n  of  Mr.  Hastings  under  a  better  pi 

with    his    bad    administration  under  a  worse.      But, 

take  thriM;  years  during  the  existence  of  the  majority 

C'ouncil,  and  eoun>are  them  with  three   years  of  tl 

riM'cipt  subscMjueiit  to  the  institution   of  the  Comuii 

Revenue — I  uusin  the  years  1774-5,   1775-6  and  1 

witli  the  three  best  years  of  Mr.  Hastings — you  willfi 

diti'erenee  in  these  three  vcars  to  amount  to  no  less 

than   forty  laes  or  upwards,  and  that   forty  lacs  or  u; 

in   favour  «>f  the   years   during   the   administration 

pni.iH*.-..f  iiiajority.     I  thought  fit  to  state  this  in  order  to  sho 

ihiMharJ."  .t  there   is  not  a  colour  or  a  ground  for   that  defence 

is  as  false  in  fact  as,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  be  nugai 
law.  In  order  to  re[)el  the  stntc  of  the  account  1 
nirnti(»niMl  to  your  Lonlships,  there  hjis  l)een  an  end 
to  e*impare  the  state  of  the  outgoings,  and  to  say  that 
owinir  to  the  charge  of  collection  being  greater,  but  tl 
])oint  of  fact,  more  had  been  paid.  One  would  hardly 
th:it  sueh  a  thing  could  be  set  up  seriously  as  a  de 
while  iiieuihers  of  a  British  House  of  Conmions  are  b< 
thesi'  transactions.  Let  us  learn  a  different  stj 
tluty.  Our  object  is  to  be,  not  to  fill  the  coffers  of  thep 
but  to  empty  the  jK)cket8  of  our  constituents.  We« 
hear  this  as  a  defence: — "It  is  true  the  Governor  Ge 
j»nt  less  into  the  pockets  of  the  East  India  Company,  b 
drew  more  from  the  pockets  of  those  who  were  to  paj 
revenue."  Let  us  go  to  school  again,  and  learn  a  new  n 
of  revenue. 

I  have  always  understood  that  that  was  the  best  syrt< 
revenue,  when  the  proportion  received  into  the  excb 
was  the  greatest  in  comparison  with  the  proi)ortionl 
out  of  tlic  pockets  of  the  persons  who  paid  it.  Bya^" 
inversion  of  European  reasonings,  we  find  Mr.  Ha?l 
defence  is,  not  that  he  has  put  more  into  the  treaso 
the  India  Company,  but  that  he  has  t^ken  more  out  <i 
pockets  or  substance  of  the  Gentus,  their  subjects.  I* 
have  thought  that  such  an  observation  ought  rather  to 
Cv)mc  from  us,  in  the  shai)e  of  accusation,  than  to  be 
jested  by  his  Counsel,  in  the  shape  of  a  defence. 
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I  thought  these  observatioDs  necessary,  to  show,  as  I  stated  9  June  1790. 
before,  that  all  these  defences  are  as  false  in  fact  as  they  are 
bad  in  law.     But  I  protest  against  the  whole  ground  and  Duty  of  the 
principle  of  the  defence.      If  it  should  be  proved  that  Mr.  SjTh7  ^ 
Hastings,  by  destroying  all  the  legal  checks  subsisting  in  SJoVo/iw- 
that  country,  and  by  gi vino:  the  country  over  as  a  boon,  a  ti«"  ©^  ^^« 

■  •      ,       A»         -^         .        J.      R  n\       '    Ji    c^-  •/»  'x      V       111      revenue  111 

bud  ot   property,  to  Cjunga  (jovind  oing — it  it  should  be  their  own 

K)ved  that,  by  that  wicked  sale  of  the  whole  territory  of  *"""^' 
ngal  to  Gunga  Govind  Sing,  the  Company  had  realised 
more  than  they  could  by  keeping  it  in  their  own  possession, 
I  should  have  said,  that  is  no  defence  ;  for  neither  the  East 
India  Company,  any  King  in  Europe,  the  British  Parliament 
itself,  nor  any  government,  whether  aristocratical,  democra- 
tical,  monarchial  or  mixed,  has  any  right  to  take  money  from 
persons  whom  they  do  not,  on  the  other  hand,  pro  ect.  And 
the  East  India  Company  has  no  right  to  draw  a  revenue 
from  their  subjects,  without  keeping  in  their  own  hands  a 
control  over  the  mode  and  manner  of  collecting  that 
revenue. 

If  they  could  prove,  that,  by  selling  to  a  tyrant  like  Gunga 
Govind  Sing — by  selling  to  a  man  whose  infamy  of  character 
you  have  heard—  by  selling  whole  provinces  to  Gunga  Govind 
Sin^,  they  had  realised  whole  krors  of  rupees,  if  they  had 
doubled,  and  trebled,  and  centupled  their  revenue,  I  should 
still  charge  the  Governor  [with  maladministration]  ;  consider- 
ing a  revenue  always  as  a  means  of  government  and  not 
an  end  ;  and  considering  that,  when  I  raise  a  revenue  I  am 
bound  to  superintend  the  collection  of  it,  and  to  see  that 
what  I  raise  for  public  use  is  not  abused  to  private  injustice. 
He  who  sells  or  farms  out  that  to  another,  in  any  consider- 
able degree,  forgets  the  principle  upon  which  all  revenue 
depends :  and  Mr.  Hastings,  by  farming  it  to  Gunga  Govind 
Sing,  with  the  enormous  power  he  gave  him,  did  not  only 
sfibrd  the  means  by  which  tyranny  and  cruelty  might  be 
practised,  but  did  create  a  probability  of  such  means  being 
practised  which  amounted  almost  to  a  certainty. 

My  Lords,  I  have  answered  the  only  defences  I  have  ConciuBion. 
heard  set  up  upon  these  subjects.  I  will  not  recapitulate 
more  of  what  I  nave  said,  but  I  will  here  sit  down,  hoping 
chat,  though  I  may  have  misspent  much  of  your  Lordships' 
time,  from  not  bemg  able  to  state  these  things  in  so  correct, 
accurate  and  methodical,  a  mode  as  I  could  wish,  yet  that 
^our   Lordships'  time  and   patience   has   not    been    wholly 
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oJi-ifKiToo.  waited  and  thrown  away,  but  that  I  have  proved  ?uch  a 
—  ecfiu*  of  iniquity,  both  with  respect  to  the  receiving  bribes 
and  collecting  the  revenues,  a«  will  c^U  upon  your  Lonkhip 
lor,  not  only  a  verdict  of  "  Guilty,"  but  a  punishmcDt  uf  as 
severe  and  weighty  a  nature  as  ever  was  inflicted  iipc-n  m 
man  in  this  country,  for  any  misdemeanour  whatever. 
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5ECH  OF  THE  HON.  ANDREW  ST.  JOHN,  MANAGER 
FOR  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  IN  OPENING  THE 
FOURTH  ARTICLE  OF  CHARGE,  RELATING  TO 
CORRUPT  CONTRACTS  ;  23  May,  1791. 

kly  LORDS^ — I  am  instructed  by  the  Managers  for  the  ssMATmi. 
nmona  to  open  to  your  Lordshfps  the  evidence  which  is 
nake  good  the  fourth  Article  of  this  Impeachment. 
fill  this  moment,  my  Lords,  the  conduct  of  the  most  im-  Apology  fw 
tant  cause  which  has  ever  been  agitated  in  the  world  has  abiuty? 
1  in  the  hands  of  gentlemen  whose  talents  and  eloquence 
it  liave,  undoubtedly,  made  upon  your  Lordships'  minds 
.  impression  which  the  ends  of  justice  require.     It  is  now, 
ever,  my  Lords,  unfortunately  for  those  ends,  committed 
I  person  who  must  naturally  feel  extremely  apprehensive 
the  imperfect  manner  in  which  he  is  about  to  discharge 
duties  of  the  responsible  and  important  situation  in  which 
Btands ;    and  he  must  also,  my  Lords,   feel    extremely 
citous  that  your  Lordships  would  not  imagine  that  this 
t  of  the  cause,  which  has  been  entrusted  to  him,  is  unim- 
iant,  because  he  is  destitute  of  talents  or  eloquence. 
fy  Lords,  the  Commons  in  this  Article  impeach  Warren  chai«eof 
tmgs  of  having  established  in  India  a  prodigal,  but,  above  JJl^JlJJJ*  "^ 
A  corrupt,  system  of  government.    Prodifjality  in  the  ma-  ^vst«mof 
mient  of  the  affairs  of  such  a  great  commercial  company 
he  East  India  Company,  corruption  in  the  government 
ich  a  great  emj/ire  as  that  of  Bengal,  are,  undoubtedly. 
Lords,  crimes  of  the  first  magnitude  and   importance ; 
icularly  when  we   consider  the  mighty  operation   that 
prodigality  and  that  corruption  necessarily  must  have 
D  the  revenues,  the  commerce  and  the  cretlit,  of  Great 
ain,   but,    above    all,   on    that   over   which    it   is    the 
iden  duty  of  the  Commons  to  be  eminently  watchful — 
liberties  and  constitution  of  Great  Britain.     For,  my 
is,  yain  indeed  would  be  all  the  cautious  jealousy  with 
sh  the  Commons  have  till  now  watched  the  expenditure 
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mtAtim-of  public  oioncy  in  this  coantry,  an 
nil  ilw«!  rwlnunla  which  the  wwla 
iin)>iMCi)  upon  thi;  infliinnM  nriaiag 
UciK.'nl  ur  BeQ|;til  rauld,  for  the  pu 
prrMrnftl  infiuenco.  cstablieli  a  9yBt«m 
c<iitl'],  iity  Liirda,  all  tliu  fcnc(»  whioi 
tint  imtiKtiiil  vtrtuo  and  [tublio  uttcg 
down.  TUu  wiadiim  of  imr  anaiatuc 
fiirtilicil  ihto  canAtitudon  with  bulwar 
Hit  (>))e»  itttAckd.  But  ull  ihii^u  bulwt 
nntl  \\w  wme  fuuiiiUtioD — (lie  uittif 
morality,  the  »\at\i  adiI  hive  iif  liberty 
fif  the  subject?  uf  (iivMt  Uritnin.  Jj 
itoyttiinj;  ttmtli'  U>  weiikun  thoL  fou 
which  aiv  misitJ  n)>on  that  fi)un(iatiiia 
rvsiittiaff  ovun  tl>c  )^lighle«t  Kttni-lc,  vni 
of  CtrvAt  Ilnlnin  will  be  no  luoir.  If, 
whicrfi  Mr.  Iia»tJngs  tutabluhiKl  bod 
pviirr  cnrnipt  system  of  i;<tvemmei 
shnkc  and  to  wenkon  th«  inorida  of  tJi« 
the  1»VG  of  libertT  nnd  (he  pure  Sim 
minds  of  those  w-^o  are  to  govern  — 
Mr.  Unfitinge  pftabliabed  had  tJiat  tcn< 
need  not  any  lon^r  impress  upon 
iht  iiiipoilAuce  nl'  this  Article. 

My   Lords,  this  Article   obargeft  ' 

having  eatiiblished  h  system  of  oorrujit 

tlio  raclf*  obargvd  in  this  Article,  it  \ 

lusiuwnf  t<i  onu  or  two  piirticuliir  instancci^,  bn' 

eiHied   "     rnption  bmught  are  divisible  under 

tn^1^,'w  corrupt  coiitmute,  illogul   nllowances, 

Swrf™''      principle   which  inunt   appear  to  be 

oorruption,  and    with   n    ouinmiwion 

uQlimil«d  almost  in  extent, 

gjjjM""  ot       Before,  however,  I  enter  into  tlie  d 

onituntnei.  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  make  an  < 

p-d'iut^     lo]  whether  Mr.  Hastinga.  in  the  exf 

niou.-y,  was  left,  lo  his  own  disoretJo 

£i^"'w'"'"  *'"'""'  *"  °^'^  t''"  ordern  of  the  coi 

ow'iiii.       Lords,  It  wa*  Mr.  Ilastingx'  duty  to  ( 

Wwih^""'  court  of  Directors,  not  only  aa  n  »er 

but  be  was  specially  bound  to  do  eo 

mcnt.     The  Act  of  177S  hiw,  during  t 

been  froqiicntly  before  your  Lordflbipia 
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that  Act  to  establish  a  regular  system  of  subordination  23  mat  1791. 
itonghout  all  the  possessions  of  the  Company.  With  that 
ew,  it  invested  the  Governor  General  and  Council  with 
nrtain  powers  to  control  and  to  superintend  the  other 
Kflidencies.  But^  my  Lords^  the  legislature,  at  the  same 
me  that  it  gave  to  the  Governor  General  and  Council  of 
engal  that  extended  authority,  thought  it  wise  to  acconi- 
my  it  with  certain  restraints ;  for,  in  the  very  clause  which 
ives  to  the  Governor  General  and  Council  that  controlliiijr 
id  superintending  power,  they  are  expressly  enjoined  to  pay 
iM  obedience  to  all  orders  of  the  court  of  Directors. 

In  consequence  of  that  injunction,  the  court  of  Directors  j^^®'.. 
uned  a  regular  code  of  instructions,  to  be  the  permanent  fW)m  tho 
lie  of  conduct  in  certain  instances  for  the  Governor  General     "*^™- 
id  Council.     Before,  however,  they  transmitted  that  code 
'  instructions  to  India,  they  laid  it  before  the  most  learned  oJeopSSons 
Sounsel  who  then  adorned  the  bar  of  this  country,  for  their  ofCouusei. 
pinion  — whether  those  instructions  were   legal   with   the 
jct  of  1773,  and  consistent  with  its  provisions.     After  those 
ittmctions  had  been  sanctioned  by  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Dun- 
ing,  Mr.   Wallace,  Sir  John  Skynner,    Mr.  Jackson  and 
[r.  Sayer,  they  were  transmitted  to  India.     And  it  is  the 
Btk  article  of  those  instructions  that  relates  particularly  to 
M  manner  in  which  contracts  are  to  be  made.     The  36th  uJlJ^to^ 
rtiole  of  the  instructions  is  as  follows: —  contractt. 

"  Af  all  the  Company's  business  which  can  conveniently  be  performed 
f  contract  is  so  perfonned  in  Bengal,  wc  have  only  to  direct  that  all 
mCractfl,  with  the  conditions,  l)e  publicly  advertised,  and  sealed  proposals 
locaved  for  the  same ;  that  every  proposal  be  opened  in  Council,  and  the 
nftrence  given  to  the  lowest,  ])rovided  sufficient  security  shall  be  o£Percd 
V  performance;  and  that  all  such  proposals,  with  all  proceedings 
MSfeoD,  be  entered  in  a  book,  to  be  kept  apart  for  that  purpose  and 
!gu]arly  transmitted  to  us." 

Your  Lordships  therefore  see  that  all  contracts  were  to  be 
Ivertised,  and  ^iven  to  the  lowest  bidder,  and  that  sufficient 
seuiity  should  be  taken. 

The  first  crime  which  is  charged  in  this  Article  against  ^"*"g*. 
dr.  Hastings  is,  granting  a  contract  to  Mr.  Stephen  Sullivan,  !?r."s.  Sum- 
he  flon  of  the  Chairman  of  the  court  of  Directors,  in  which  ^*°* 
nntract  he  observed  no  one  rule  prescribed  in  that  d6th 
rticle  of  the  general  instructions.     Before,  however,  I  detail 
lat  transaction  to  your  Lordships,  it  will  be  necessary  to  see 
le  manner  in  which  opium  first  of  all  became  a  concern  of 
16  government  of  Bengal,  and  the  manner  in  which  that 


Tijsr 


SIX. 


SO" 


Cnatrut 


4aS  Optuing  ef  thr  Fourth  Ckarg 

I.  ooaccm  was  niana{{(^,  previoiui  to  U 
grantcl  to  Mr.  Sullivmii. 

a      From  the  curliest  period  of  the  Briti 

'  t)ic  maongetnont  of  upium  had  beci 
gcnileinen  of  the  Council  of  Patnn,  n 
privalc  adnwitngo.  Tlic  best  and  ih 
opium  is  the  Rrowth  of  the  province  ol 
upon  the  proposal  of  "Sir.  HnstingB,  it 
polv  for  tfio  vxclu^ive  b«ncfit  and  julrai 
ana  »  contract  lo  fumitli  ih»t   arUvIe 

if  of  thn  name  of  Mir  Muunir.  The  C( 
]iroceediDga  of  lliat  ilay  the  reason  wh 
indiriduarpcn(i>n  for  the  purpose  of  ei 
It  WHO  thiit,  liuving  been  employed 
pKtiinin  the  nmnagenient  of  that  bus 
riencc  in  it  he  wiw  llie  beat  cnlculntu 
ndvtintii);)!  to  thv  public.  I  Kball  have 
hoTiU,  to  remind  you  of  th»t  rouwii. 
In  the  year  1775,  Gencnd  ClaTcrin; 

n.  Mr.  Francis,  bcinf;  arrived  in  Benga), 
a  titnct.  obedience  to  all  the  orders  c 
purticuhirly  to  a]l  such  orders  aa  relate 
of  the  revenues  or  expenditure  of  tl 
They  accordingly  advertised  the  contm 
to  Mesara.  Griffiths  and  Wilton,  the 
short  wa*  ilie  period  in  nhtcli  the  C 
made  tlio  orders  of  tlio  Company  the 
That  period  was  un)inp|iily  tcnnion 
Colonel  Alon-'ion,  by  whict),  it  is  well 
obtnined  a  decinive  superiority  in  t 
titeu,  from  the  reatntiiit  which  the 
General  Cluvcriim.  Colonel  JMonson  i 
imiKised  oti  him,  lie  set  hinii'elf  heartil; 
that  corrupt  tind  prodigal  system  of  g 
luy  duty  to  prove  to  your  Ijord«liip«  tfa 
I  In  1777.  the  contract  wii«  gnuitod  t 
three  years,  without  advertising — ao 
from  the  orders  of  the  Coinpauy.  Ai 
pany,  in  tlieir  general  letter  of  the  3S< 
express  their  dieapprobution  of  the  i 
given  without  ndvertiwng,  l>ecauisc  thi 
hccn  obtained  for  the  public.  On  the 
what  did  Mr.  Husl.i»g»  do?  Did  he, 
Mr.  Mackenzie's  contract,  advertise   it 
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bidder?    No!  he  gave  it  again  to  Mr.  Mackenzie,  23 mat i79l 
I7  on  the  same  terms  as  Mr.  Mackenzie  had  held  it 
contract  which  had  I)een   censured  by  the  court  of 
>rs. 

however  determined  Mr.  Hjistings  might  be  not  to  be  ^"*"J?L 
1  in  his  corrupt  career  by  ihc  orders  or  repeated  orders  Sr"8.  Sui- 
court  of  Directors,  yet  he  had  foresight  enough  about  wiriiMk^"^ 
see  that  if,by  a  judicious  management  of  that  corruption,  ^lotives 
Id  induce  the  court  of  Directors  to  wink  at  his  crimes, 
lid  have  little  to  fear  from   the  virtuous  but  feeble 
ion  he  might  still  meet  with  in  the  Council  of  Bengal. 
for  that  judicious  but  criminal  end  that,  in  the  year 
he   gave   the    contract    for  opium   to    Mr.   Stephen 
n.     This  gentleman,  in  order  to  have  discharged  the  JJn^JJ'J.JJ^ 
of  the  several  situations  in  which  either  fortune  or  *jnj*>j«i  by 
£6  had  placed  him,  must  indeed  have  possessed  uni-    ^'  ""v*"* 
talents.     He  arrived  at  Bengal  in  October  1780.     He 
ircely  put  his  feet  on  the  shore  when,  on  the  same 
f r.  Hastings  made  him  the  assistant  of  his  councils ; 
I  if  to  partake  in  the  cares  and  labours  of  government 
»t  sufficient  to  give  employment  to  his  active  mind, 
wtings  added  to  that  employment  the  office  of  Judge 
ate  of  Bengal.     My  Lords,  Mr.  Sullivan  had  scarcely 
liis  place  at  the  Council  tabic  as  Mr.  Hastings'  assistant, 
I  not  yet  warm  in  the  seat  of  justice  as  Judge  Advocate, 
Mr.  Hastings  added  to  these  em[)loyments  one  which 
iritli  no  decency  he  held  by  a  councillor  of  state  or  a 
—  the   employment  of  a  contractor.     The   first  step 
Mr.  Hastings  took  in  that  business  was  on  the  16th  of 
,  1781,  when  he  entered  the  following  minute: — 

the  present  is  the  season  for  making  advances  to  the  contractors  ^*""J*  **' 
c^ium  lanils,  and   the   contract  has  been  annually  settled,  the  {jl^^JJ^J^. 
)r  General  recommends  that  it  may  be  granted  to  Mr.  Stephen  iiirndiiiKtho 
r;  and,  to  indemnify  the  contractor  from  any  losses  that  he  may  JJjf"\'|["^^* 
Uy  sustain  [in  the  ])rovision  of  this  article  by  any  disturbances  tract  to 
y  happen  in  the  Dahar  i)rovince,  in  consequence  of  the  i)rcsent  Mr.  8ul- 
a  of  our  affairs,  he  furtiier  recommends  that  the  contract  may    ^*"' 
M  for  the  term  of  four  years  from  the  1st  of  next  September],  on 
litions  of  the  present  contract.*** 

e  your  Lortlships  see  that  the  apprehensions  which  '^J!jJJ,^/"/jJJ^ 
astings  entertained  in  his  mine],  lest  any  disturbances  ruuryi^m. 
80  arise  in  the  IJehar  province  as  to  interrupt  the 
of  Mr.  Sullivan's  fortunes,  were  such  as  to  induce  him 


♦  Printed  in  the  ••  Minutes  of  the  Evidence,"  p.  1313. 
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■  MUUM.  tA  inrouoee   to   tlw  CoiiodU  tW   til 

—       ^rantvd  to   Mr.  SuUu-sn  far  roar  yt 

Etnnin};  or  bit  minute,  he  uijr*  tmid 

InaiMi-      Uiit,  if  liny  ili»lurlMuioo4  Wen;  n-nllj- 

iiTmu-     Uel"""  provinoc»,  wm  it  likely  thw.  t 

**^  dUturbiuiccs  cuultl  IjC  vilivtiitud  by  ci 

meat  of  the  ntccM  uu)  mmt  difficult 

ritotunu   U)   the  (»)nduct  of  a  youi)| 

BcDga),  by  who#c  miitntaii^rcmeot  90 

local  iDilufitiy  mi};ht  liavn  been  lost ' 

]Kias)bl«   uot   to   call   back   to   your 

DtcutioDpd   ut   tJic   bp^inninif   of   wl 

nnyiop  -  the   reason  Mr.    HactiDjn   c 

upiiu  giviu;t  the  contract  to  Mir  Mu 

graaled  it^nauiely,  thai  from  hia  la 

bust  caluuUtei]  (ii  coiuluct  It  with  ad 

MiiuaUfm    But.  bowGVcr  the  public  misht  suR'e 

t»r  iK-n-puT-  incx[jcriei](!e,  cure  wiu  tiikcn  that  he 

JH^IJSSr"'  loser  by  !t ;  for,  though  Mr.  Iliutingi 

March,    tirupoaetl  (hat   the  eontraot 

Mr.  Sulhvan  piecitRily  on  the  same  lv\ 

by  Mr  Macki^nzic,  yet,  an  tlio  22(1  o 

aflerwanttiT  Mr.  Hustings  conivn  to  tl 

thur   the  peiinlty  tipo»  the  ium-(>crf( 

of  llic  coiitnict  shall  not  be   «•  pro; 

?!«•"'*''     *""  '"  '^'^  t'ormer  c-uiitroct  of  Mr.  M 

brih>nt»-to  your   LiirclfhipN   ihu  vcr}*  curioDS 

*"""        gitvo  for  Uiat  reduction  of  Iho  (xtnalty 

of  opiiiiuQ  that,  if  the  oenalty  n-iw  fixi 

penalty  annexed  to   ttio  prcwnt  con 

Xlackcnziu'i— "  that   magmtutlu  of  tl 

the  intent  of  the  vtipulutiun."     How 

HiiiQ  of  the  penalty  was  to  <K'fcat  tho  I 

the  stipulation  I  am  at  a  loss  to  compi 

Ainuunniir      liut,  my  Lords,  after  the  contract  I 

•pwIot!*"'   the  incumbrance  of  an  cHeciual  penalty 

to  remove  tJie  only  remaining  chock  i 

ancc  of  the  lenus  of  it,  and  that  was, 

inspector,  which  had  hepii  appointed  ! 

of  the  opium  that  waa  to  be  provided 

tliat  Mr.  SuUivan,  who  had  only  ju«t  1 

brought  out  tliither  wiih  him  xo  mud 

(inu  of  tlic  uiceot  and  most  ditEcuIt  1 

t'acturca   that  it  vnm  no  lunger  nece 
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niallest  degree  of  distrust  of  the  perfection  of  that  com- ssmatitsi. 
modity  which,  I   shall   prove  to  your  Lordship;?,  requires^ 
in  ordinary  men,  long  experience  and  minute  attention  to 
become  masters  of. 

As  soon  as  the  ceremony  of  signing  the  contract  was  over,  Saioortiie 
Mr.  Sullivan  lost  no  time  in  putting  the  contract  to  t!ie  use  S'r  sSaul** 
which    every  step   which  had   been  taken   in  the  b jsiness  ^'^"' 
dearly  showed  was   originally  meant,  nnn?ely,  t'le  selling 
of  it     He   sold  it,   almost   immediately  after   he   had  the 
Bontnict,  to  Mr.  Benn.     Mr.  Bcnn  soon  afterwards  sold  it  to 
Mr.  Young ;  and  Mr.  Young  was  the  person  who,  in  point 
of  fact,  really  executed    the   contract.      Mr.  Young   gave  Purciiascd 
finr  the  jmrchase  of  the  contract   15,000?.  a  year,  lor  four  Sfr.  vounr 
]fear8,  namely,  60,000/.     Now,  what<)ver   Mr.  Young  gsive  J^f'***^* 
ts^  an  individual  for  the  purchase  of  the  contract  he  would 
have  given  to  the  ])ublic,  if  he  had  hud  an  opportunity  of  doing 
BD  by  the  contract  being  advertised,  according  to  the  orders 
of  the  Company.     From   all    these   circumstances   then  it 
mpear^  that,  in  a  time  of  war  and  difficulty,  Mr.  Hastings 
£a  divert  60,000/.  irom  the  pablic   treasury,  in   order   to 
make  the  instant  fortune  of  the  son  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
eonrt  of  Directors. 

But,  my  Lords,  what  an  aggravation  it  is  of  this  pro-  Aggravation 
duality  and  this  corruption,  when  we  consider  the  year  and  ©r  "hf^liiis- 
the  time  when  this  transaction  happened.     The  contract  was  *fj***"- 

3' ped  in  June,  1781;  and,  in  July  of  the  same  year,  of  KIJ.yi**" 
r.  Hastings,  assuming  to  himself  all  the  ]>()wcr  of  the  **^"*^' 
Company,  clothing  himself  with  all  the  arms  of  the  Company, 
and  gra£>ping  that  sword  of  vengeance  which  was  soon  to  fall 
upon  the  head  of  that  devoted  prince  Cheyt  Sing,  went  up 
to  Benares  to  depose  that  unfortunate  monarch,  only  because 
he  had  been  dilatory  in  the  payment  of  50,000/. — a  sum  not 
equal  to  that  which  Mr.  Hastings  hud  been  making  a  present 
of,  as  a  gift,  to  the  son  of  the  Chairman  of  the  India  Company, 
aa  a  welcome  on  his  arrival  in  India. 

But,  though  Mr.  Young  gave  only  60,000/.  for  the  pur-LwMinthe 
chase  of  the  contract,  it  by  no  means  follows  that  he  gave  litimnted  at 
the  fiill  value  of  the  contract ;  and  that  will  be  best  ascer-  ^<^''**®**'- 
tained    by    comparing    the    contract  which    was    given    to 
Mr.  Sullivan  with  the  contract  that  was  next  given,  agreea- 
bly to  the  orders  of  the  Comj)any,  namely,  the  contract  in 
1785,  to  this  same  Mr.  Young  and  Mr.  Hetley  ;  imd,  by  that 
comparison,  it  appears  that  the  loss  sustained  by  the  Com- 
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I.  pAny  in  lh>*  trntMai!tiiin  wns   ]3  laca  11,&X5  ixst 
wliklt  Mmninta  10  about  1<I0,000JL 

I  hnvo  unw,  my  Lcirdx,  done  with  the  n>utnc-t  ^ntsiu 
Mr.  ^lUivAR.  1  procnx)  next  to  tlio  n^conil  rninc  Ampi 
in  tliU  Arlidi!,  uainuly,  the  Itnving  <-uga|;<.ii  ihi!  Eki  Idi 
Cniupxny  in  nftQuig^ling  Iraustcliim  with  (Ibioa. 

In  tlic  answer  wbicli  Mr.  Hiutinfru  biio  tntule  tii  ihU 
\\a  auknowlcdKCU)  lluil  he  knew  the  imimrUtiim  of 
was  proh'ibitc^l  by  the  law  of  Cliino.  but,  nl  tlu!  nun;  n 
a»aeru  that  it  vm  proper  and  ex|iiMjient  f'lr  thu  C^afi 
to  engage  in  it.  Mr.  HmhIiiii*:)  is  »  gcnlK-nmn  offlni 
maxitnf^  He  ha^  ntlvtuici-d  mnny  ciirioii*  |irincTplei 
pnliticd  imd  ctlik-s:  nnd  bo  \a  \a  jiruvc  to  the  firM  tutin 
ihp  wcirld  iliat  thoy  bnve  carried  on  the  trsili-  of  lh.r  wortJ 
luinttiken  principleii ;  thul  fiiith  and  good  ilcAliug  nrr  [< 
]Gsa].  and  that  fmud  und  »nitigglin};  arc  the  only  iscan 
which  merchants  ain  »c<[uirc  foiiunes  or  prcwrre  cfawaa 
Riit  I  yhall  mnindiln  UiAt,  aa  it  vna  highly  dtsgma^ulU): 
India  Cotn)>iiiiy  to  engn^c  in  »ny  illicit  trade  whatenr,  • 
wns  hi);hly  criminal  in  hiiu  thnt  GUgng(!iI  tliem  io  it 
pecuniary  iulvant3^fe<«,  however  f^rcitt,  ^uppogin;;  tlti*  tna 
tina  bad  been  iu  that  li^ht  n<K-nntageflUB,  cTotJd  Itmn 
pcnsatcd  for  Uic  discredit  it  broui^ht  upoa  the  Compuy  1 
iho  dingracc  it  fixed  npon  the  UHtish  Doitie.  Bui  ni 
u  what  penalties  was  this  trade  prohibited  in  ChiosF  1 
"  opinm,  on  seizure,  was  burnt ;  tlic  ved«ela  in  whick  it  I 
been  ini|K)rti'd  were  confiecnted  ;  and  the  prntnM  in  "A 
poaseaaion  uDiunt  was  found  for  ^c  were  puniiJadJei 
death.  Ana  tliis  is  the  tmdc  which  Mr.  Hni>tin]iri  wilhfl 
neM  tcllij  your  Lordships  it  was  proper  nnd  cxjicdicnt  Kr! 
Company  to  ensogc  in  ; 

TA»t,  my  Lnrdis  the  Compeiny  iuid  not  left  him  tU 
to  judge  of  the  propriety  or  expediency  of  any  tnA 
opium;  for,  on  the  15th  of  Dcceudier,  1775,  theyookrl 
opium  to  be  consigned  to  the  Board  of  Tra<Ie,  bv  wbsn  < 
produce  of  the  folcs  was  to  be  applied  to  the  iiurcluiM  of  I 
invostiuenla  for  the  year.  On  the  16th  of  Mav,  171)0,1 
Itaslingd  takes  from  the  management  of  the  Board  of  To 
the  aalea  of  opium,  und  orders  the  opium  to  be  cddi' 
to  the  Council ;  and  it  ia  in  consequence  of  thai  disob« 
of  the  Compuny's  orders  that  I  attribute  any  difficulty!  K 
point  of  foot,  any  difficulty  did  arise,  in  obtaining  a  hJb  ' 
the  opium  afterwards. 
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But  if  any  difficulty  in  point  of  fact  did  iirise,  whom  did  i-jsrATiTin. 
fr.  Hastiness  consult  ?     Any  intelligent  or  enlightened  iner-  Mon^iyof 
lant,  who  had  made  that  manufacture  his  particular  study,  iJi;' "i»'""» 
r  who  might  m  general  be  conversant  with  tiie  trade  of  the  »v««»«J[.'«M\v 
last  ?     No,  my  Lords,  it  was  a  British  officer,  a  colonel  of  '  '    ^  ^^' 
i^necrs,  whose  advice  was  to  give  additional  vigour  to  the 
>clining  commerce  and   expiring   trade  of  the  Company. 
blonel  Watson,  for  that  is  the  name  of  this  military  mer- 
uu^t,  in  the  beginning  of  1781,  delivered  a  treatise  to  the 
Ouncily  in  which  he  censures  the  manner  in  which,  not  only 
IB  English,  but  every  European  nation,  had  carried  on  the 
"■de  with  China,  and,  in  order  to  improve  the  British  tmde, 
B  recommends  the  monopoly  of  opium  ;  and  his  letter  natu- 
illy    concludes  with  a  proposal  of   a   ship  of  his  own  to 
ury  this  tirade  into  execution. 

But  Colonel  Watscm  was  not  the  only  person  employed  in 
hi8  disgraceful  experiment  of  improving  ti*ade  by  the  means 
if  smuggling.  Mr.  Thornhill,  another  gentleman,  made  a 
imilAr  j>roposal,  which  was  also  accepted;  and,  in  order  to  L'«ih»  rai!*ed 
nable  these  gentlemen  to  carry  their  project  into  execution,  cimj^ny. 
he  Company  engaged  in  two  loans — the  first  loan  on  the 
NMh  of  July,  1781 ;  the  second  loan  on  the  22d  of  Novem- 
ler  that  same  year.  These  dates,  my  Lords,  arc  rcmarka- 
lie ;  for  whilst  the  Council  at  Calcutta  was  converting  the 
reofiury  of  the  Company  into  a  bank,  to  enable  them  to 
any  on  smuggling,  Mr.  Hastings  ^yas  pleading  state  neces- 
Hy  to  justify  his  cruel  and  j)erfidious  conduct  toCheyt  Sing, 
ad  to  justify  the  plot  he  was  forming  against  the  Begums. 

The  supercargoes  at  Canton,  in  their  letter  of  the  28th  of  J;J**",.^f^J]™'^ 
December,  17»S2,  write  to  the  court  of  Directors,  and  give  antra*!*?. 
tccount  of  the  success  c»f  this  project.  They  state  the  loss 
OBtained  by  the  Company  at  abinit  69,()()()  dollars.  They 
By  that  that  loss  arises  from  the  trade  being  contraband,  and 
Ibo  from  the  circumstance  that  ])rivate  interest  seems  to 
iftvc  interfered  too  much  for  any  aclvantage  to  be  derived  by 
he  public.  But  1  wish  to  lay  no  stress  whatever  ujion  the 
DBB  sustained  by  the  Company  in  this  transaction.  Had  it 
iroved  ever  so  advantageous,  the  crime,  in  my  opinion, 
ronld  have  been  precisely  ihe  same,  because  the  crime  was  the 
laving  cngnged  the  Ea.-t  India  Company  and  the  govern- 
Bent  of  BeuL^al  in  so  mean  and  disgraceful  a  transaction. 
rhe  lops  onlv  showed  the  Cjmpany  were  verv  awkward 
muggier^. 
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■a>«  un.  la  Ute  uwwvr  wbtc])  \f r.  HMtJaga  hu  raude  Ui  Uiii  Anirk, 
be  liw  ttMortoil  tbnt  thoro  wu  no  audi  Ui'mg  an  »  {«i* 
puniluiM^  itt  die  cDodBnlc!  rate  uf  400  nipccs  » citctL  Ql 
uauni  lUi*,  in  onkr  to  justil'y  bli  ftttciupt  at  wirag  At 
1  by  tueaiu  i»f  ibu  OituLmiuutij  tntlc.  But  thu  «» 
Itiliinul  WaUon,  vrbo  xva^  Um  iiutrunioDt  noil  mam  d 
aurrjxag  on  liia  wiiiig){)ing  bumncM,  did,  liinuctf,  nub  u 
wffvr  to  the  Council  to  take  2A0  cheats  of  [tuluiu,  at  auttfiei 
tbc  Couadl  •lioutd  tbink  ruiuumiible.  Tbc  Council  n 
wbst,  in  my  opinioHi  wcuii'd  a  ruMotutble  iirioe, 
nrungQ  price  of  tlie  bwt  yewV  salc«.  Th« 
thv  but  vGKr'a  Bale*  niu  4A6  rupees  a  cbeaL 
Colonel  Wi(«oo,  th«  tmmc  j^vnoa  wbo  CKmed 
Cliiiia  uodcr  this  pruli-aoc,  did  bimaelf,  ft\x^  (or  SJO 
of  opium  4S6  rupocs  a  cbc«t. 

I  titali^d,  howuver,  Lbu  )ws  ne  nccountwl  for  by  thsi 
etrguca  at  Canton  at  O&.OOU  dollttrd;  but  I  thnik  ._ 
Vuy  of  estimating  (hta  loan  woidd  be  to  cumpore  it  vMl 
Opium  did,  in  point  of  foci,  sell  at,  in  any  ci uuitity« M' 
outto,  at  tliat  tiine.  For,  tltou^b  Mr.  Hastings  hu  ^ 
pretence  of  tliere  being  no  aale  for  opium,  ia  jioiirt  <tf 
the  course  of  timt  year,  ibere  were  toliX  3,549  cbMt^ 
pro<liiOL-d  upon  an  average  3M  rupees  per  cbeat, 
part  of  tbis  u[Mum  wm  BeDgiil  opium,  and  of  u 
quality. 

Now,  auppoeing  tbe  opium  »ent  to  Cbina  had  h 
even  ton   uer  criU.  lower  than  tbo  price  paid   for  tliia  qi^ 
wlkicb  bad  been  eold  at  Calcutta,  tbc  Conipmy  wnaUtaffJ 
received  3  lacs  9I,3B5  rupees  more  tbaa  tbcy  rtoi^ 
acnding  tbc  opium  to    China ;  therefore  the  real  loa*  ~ 
(aincd  by  the  Company  wo^  3  lacs  91,385  nipMt, 
ing  to  39,OOU/. 

But,  my  Lordtf^  an  Mr.  ntk-tlngs'  govornment  ma  lO' 
part  of  it  a  ayatt-m  of  corntplino,  bis  dittobediaiv  k' 
ordern  of  tbo  Company,  and  )ii«  wraatc  of  their 
not  confinei]   to  the  managcmrnt  of  opium  alone,  lad- 
tended  in  an  equal,  if  not  in  a  greater  degree,  »  n*f] 
i"  JrwrHiuirt  l"™""^!'  "*   tl'tt  expenditure  of  tlidr  money,     iso  jjart  tt&^ 
W-i^iSSI'ft   *"'I'6°di*"'''''   *''"    ^^'^  Cotnpany'a  money   Imd    llie  oa" 
I^Oiwu.   "  Directors  becu  more  anviou^  to  keep  out  uf  t)>e  lorft 
abuse,  not  only  to  prcTeut  the  extent  to  which  thai  at 
was  liable  to   be  carried,  but  because  the  object  wat  of 
iitmoist  iiuportunce  to  lhcii>,  coiiaidering  tfaein  ns  pi 
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«at  military  establiehment  in  India — I  mean  that  there  28  mat  iToi. 
BS  no  part  of  that  expenditure  of  which  they  were  more 
udous  to  prevent  abuse  than  the  different  contracts  which 
id  been  made  for  furnishing  bullocks  for  the  draft  of  the 
iggage  of  the  army.  So  early  as  1 770,  the  court  of  Directors 
lOentered  into  a  minute  investigation  of  the  different  abuses 
flt  had  prevailed  at  that  time,  in  the  different  contracts  that 
id  been  granted  for  that  purpose ;  and  in  consequence  of 
at  investigation  they  sent  these  orders  to  Bengal : — 

"  It  is  our  express  order,  and  we  hereby  positively  direct,  that  you  do  Order  ftnr 
li  fiul  e\'ery  year  to  advertise  for  and  receive  such  proi>osals  as  may  be  the^tSct 
Beied  for  supplying  the  troops  with  provisions  j_ana  for  furnishing 
•Hwfat  and  carriage  bullocks,  to  be  employed  with  our  army ;  and  that 
m  do  in  all  cases  accept  those  proposals  which  may  appear  the  most 
Monable  in  point  of  eharge :  and  you  are  also  to  take  care  that,  in  all 
mr  advertisements,  a  sufficient  time  be  allowed  before  the  expiration  of 
m  contract  which  may  then  subsist,  or  the  time  which  you  may  limit 
r  receiving]  proposals  for  such  contract."  " 


»>  ♦ 


I  need  hardly  mention  to  your  Lordships  that,  during  that 
eriod  in  which  the  majority  of  the  Council  was  comjK)sed  of 
feneral  Ckvering,  Colonel  ^lonson  and  Mr.  Francis,  this 
fder,  together  with  all  other  orders,  was  strictly  obeyed. 
lUty  my  Lord:?,  in  1777,  as  soon  as  Mr.  Hastings  had  an  ^V^^^'SSt* 
pportumty  to  disobey  those  orders,  he  Liid  before  the  to  Mr.  John- 
Souncil  two  proix>8als  for  furnishing  this  contract — the  one  IlSvcrUi^ 

tun  a  Mr.  Johnson,  the  other  from  a  Mr.  G ;   and,  *"*^°** 

pon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ha.^ting.s,  the  proposal  of  Johnson 

accepted  for  three  years,  without  the  contract  being  adver- 
Bed ;  by  which  the  orders  of  the  Company  were  doubly 
iaobeyed,  inasmuch  as  the  contract  ought  to  have  been 
Ivertiifed,  and  ought  not  to  have  been  given  for  a  longer 
eriod  than  one  year. 

But,  on  the   loth  of  July,  1779,  Sir  Eyre  Coote  lays  Emend*. 
efore  the  Council  certain  emendations,  as  they  were  called,  TOntrict*^ 
Fthis  bullock  contract.      There  had  expired,  of  the  period  g™|**^^^ 
r  Johnson's  contract,  only  about  a  year  and  a  half.     On  Coot€. 
le  9th  of  August,  Mr.  Hastings  moves  that  a  new  contract 
liall  be  entered  into,  agrceal)lc  to  the  plan  proposed  by 
Sr  Eyre  Coote,  and  that  an  offer  shall  be  made  to  the  then 
)ntractor  to  relinquish  his  former  contract  and  accept  a 
ew  one  in  conformity  to  that  plan.      Mr.  Johnson  desires 


•  Iietter  of  Court  <if  Directors  to  the  Council ;   datod  23rd  Afarch,  1770, 
mgraph  134.~rriDted  in  the  "  Minutes  of  the  Evidence/'  p.  1341. 
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luld  at  one  and  the  same  time  be  called  out  in  the  field  23  May  1791. 
>n  actual  service,  that  number  was  the  utmost  number 
ich  the  public  service  could  in  any  situation  require.  But 
eervice  of  the  contractor  required  something  more; 
rcfore  upon  the  9th  of  August  Mr.  Hastings  proposes  a 
itmct  shall  he  made  for  6,700,  namely  2,C2G  more  than, 
lie  opinion  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  wcmld  be  neces- 
f  if  the  Avhole  of  the  army  was  called  out  upon  actual 
rice. 

Jpon  that  hea«l  alone,  I  believe,  the  additional  xpense,  increased 
irrcd  by  contracting  for  2,626  bullocks  more  than  was  ^ili^t. 
essarv,  amounts  to  about  35,()00Z.  a  vear.  But  the  rates 
irhich  the  whole  number.^  were  contracted  for  Avere 
reascd ;  and  the  difference  which  that  made  between 
.  Crofts'  contract  and  Mr.  Johnson's  was  234,419/.,  and 
"whole  difference  of  tlie  exj)ense,  I  believe,  between  Crofts' 
itroct  and  Johnson's,  Avas  304,88ij/. 

Sometime,  and,  I  believe,  immediately  after  tiiis  contract  ^'<jfi«^  of 
I  signed,  the  Governor-Cieneral  and  Council  ordered  thatadvcrtiSoth 
iesof  itshould  be  publi.shed  in  general  orders, and,  I  believe,  ^"^"^''^• 
d  at  the  head  of  every  regiment  in  the  service.  They 
1  taken  that  step  to  give  notoriety  to  the  transaction, 
en  the  Company's  letter  of  the  23rd  of  December,  1778, 
ived  in  Bengal,  which  letter  censures  the  contract  which 
1  been  granted  to  Johnson,  because  it  had  been  granted 
r  three  years,  and  not  advertised ;  and  the  court  of  Direc- 
n,  in  that  letter,  with  tlie  view  of  enforcing  obedience  to 
dr  orders  in  future,  direct  that  the  1 34th  paragraph  of 
dr  letter  of  March,  1770  —  which  included  the  orders 
Ifttiye  to  the  manner  of  making  bullock  contracts — should 
\  given  out  in  general  orders,  and  read  at  the  head  of  every 
pL:cnt  in  the  service.  If  Mr.  Hastings  had  complied  with 
at  order  he  would  have  stood  in  a  very  whimsiciil  and 
rkward  situation.  On  the  one  hand  would  have  been  read 
e  contract  gmntcd  to  Crofts,  and  on  the  other  would 
kVC  been  read  the  orders  of  the  court  of  Directors  censur- 
E  the  mode  in  which  that  contract  had  been  granted. 
X,  Hastings  would,  therefore,  have  proclaimed  to  all  India 
B  own  disobedience,  and  every  adjutant  would  have  con- 
utcd^  at  the  head  of  every  regiment,  on  the  one  hand,  the 
ders  of  the  Company,  and  on  the  other,  Mr.  Hastings' 
mipt  and  wilful  disobedience  of  them. 
In  ortler  to  avoid  disgrace,  Mr.  Hastings  hit  upon  au 
pedicnt  perfectly  characteristic  of  himself.  He  wrote  to 
D  court  of  Directors,  and  coolly  told  them  that,  when  tiicy 
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before  received  some  particular  orders  npon  the  subject, «  Matitw. 
namely,  their  censure  upon  the  agency  which  had  been 
granted  to  Mr.  Auriol ;  so  that  he  not  only  knew  th:\t  agency 
was  a  mode  of  conducting  the  public  business  disapproved  of 
bjr  the  Company,  but  he  had,  in  the  Company's  letter  of 
Jiily,  1782,  their  express  orders  not  to  conduct  any  of  their 
business,  if  it  was  capable  of  being  conducted  otherwise,  by 
die  mode  of  agency. 

1  come  now,  my  Lords,  to  a  part  of  the  Article  in  which  Corrupt 
is  implicated  the  character  of  an  officer  who,  during  the  employed  to 
ocmrse  of  a  long  military  life,  performed  many  services  to  the  ^l^^rt  o^ 
■late  as  well  as  to  the  Company—  I  mean  Sir  Eyre  Coote.  ^^*iU  tho 
Bat  attention  to  the  character  and  memory  of  that  person  Council, 
ought  not  to  be  carried  so  far  as  to  induce  us  to  shut  our  eyes 
Id  one  of  the  most  corrupt  transactions  during  the  whole 
time  of  Mr.  Hastings'  government  in  India.     When  Sir  Eyre 
Coote   arrived   in   Bengal   the   Council    Avas  composed   of 
Mr.  Hastings,  Mr.  Barwell,  Mr.  Francis  and  Mr.  Wheler. 
Ifr.  Hastings  possessed  the  majority  of  the  Council  only  by 
Us  casting  vote.      It  was,  therefore,  of  the  utmost  personal 
importance  to  Mr.  Hastings  to  obtain,  by  any  possible  means, 
tiie  support  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote ;    and   I  am  sorry  that  the 
means  by  which  he  did   obtain   the  support  of  Sir  Eyre 
Coote  cannot  be  mentioned  with  any  credit  to  the  memory 
of  that  departed  officer. 

The  Act  of  Parliament  of  1773  fixes  the  salary  of  all  the  SaiaiyM 
rabonlinate  members  of  the  Council   at  10,0002.  a  year.  o>u!ncU  ^ 
There  was  an  order  of  the  court  of  Proprietors  fixing  the  55lidaMii- 
ialary  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  at  0,0002.  a  year;  so  that  cwef. 
ISr  Eyre  Coote,  being  one  of  the  Council  and  also  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, was  posse.'^sed  of  an  income  of  16,000/.  a 
jear.     Soon  after   his  arrival   in  Bengal,  Sir  Eyre  Coote 
made  an  application  to  the  Coimcil  to  receive  the  allowances  Allowances. 
which  had  been  granted  to  General  Stibbert,  amounting  to 
about  8,000/.  a  year.     I  need  hardly  mention  to  your  Lord- 
diips   that,   whilst  General  Clavering  was  Coinmander-in- 
Chief,  he  received  no  more  than  the  salary  which  was  fixed 
by  the  court  of  Proprietors,  namely,  6,000/.  a  year ;  and, 
what  is  remarkable.  Sir  Eyre  Coote  himself  brought  out  a 
letter  with  him  from  the  court  of  Directors,  directing  that  no 
Commander-in-Chief  should  be  allowed  a  greater  salary  than 
what  had  been  possessed  by  General  Clavering.     When  this 
requisition  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote  is  considered  by  the  Council, 
Mr.  Hastings,  instead  of  acquie^^cing  in  Sir  Eyre  Coote's 
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■i]unm.den»n<l  and  giving  h'lm  tlw  anoDBt 
nlliiwAnoM,  inori'^  lliat  Uo  fAtai\  rccet 

a  y«ar  n(I<]Ui<m,  but  eigblu«?u  ', 
n>aa«^  Ad(I  ti-irc  ta  tu»'tlicr  curimtj  drcon 
HMdio  TljcrQ  WflB  a  cIiM'K  hi  tho  Act  of  Fmi 
yb^*"  '"'  '"•'•niter  itf  tho  Council  dtiill  oo 
receive  any  prest-nt,  dooalicHi  or  gratt 
any  iif  llic  tmlitni  pnnciM  oF  India,  t 
that  clause  befuro  lii*  eyes,  moves  i 
ftUowanues  sball  be  piit  to  chi?  ncoiant 
one  of  th«  natiTO  iinncu  of  Intlui.  1 
\a  liin  jiliici!  in  tliu  Conocil  tnovod, 
Parliament  bhoulil  bo  broken  m  for 
tir>ir,  but,  witut  vas  mthur  mora 
ttuiL  injnnctiun  of  tho  Act  ehouU  be  b 
to  Sir  £yro  Cuot<'>  Tberc  wa»,  haeidei 
of  the  yenr  I77.».  willi  tbe  Nawah  0 
tcmu  of  tlie  -■'iiliMiiy  Hre  fixed,  tUe  p^j 
service  ut  atcurtnintM},  aihI  tbere  U  n' 
no  scixniiit  ivhakwr  tbaU  uuy  deouuu 
on  itic  Niiwnb  of  Oudv. 

I}v«tdv»  tbt«  dlsobeiliaico  of  tho  i 
order  to  avoid  tlie  onk-n  of  the  eoart 
the  sabiry  to  he  paid  by  tlw  Cknupai 
■  treaty  with  th(>  Niiwab  of  Oudo  wa! 
b.  letter  is  written  to  the  Itosident,  Mr.  ] 
ho  would  acquaint  tho  Nawab  of  ( 
Sir  Eyro  Cooto  was  beyond  the  Kai 
to  bo  debited  for  the  amount  of  his 
letter  U  \vritt<!n;  and  the  Kawali  r- 
aiiKH'cr — llmt  if  double  hiid  been  ask 
)iaVL>  granted  it,  tut  he  had  done  to  oth 
that  answer  of  tho  Nnwab  a  ouriou«  c 
Mr.  Hastings  nnd  the;  CViiuell  desire  tl 
apply  to  the  Nnwab  to  kitow  what  he  i 
"  oa  imd  bec-n  duni-  to  othur  gcntlenu! 
?fawab  gtres  is,  tliiit  he  had  uevcr  e 
otlier  i^enlleniDn;  if  he  had  he  wualu 
ihat  the  (iwestion  was  not  proper  to  \n 
"unticion  with  regard  to  other  people, 
hna  been  written  to  tlte  Jfawnb  tcUin 
he  debited  only  for  the  amount  of  tbi 
the  time  Sir  Eyre  Coote  waa  beyond  I 
wherever  Sir  Ivyre  Coote  waa,  the  tu 
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nraSy  in  fact,  debited  for  the  amount  of  those  allowances.  23  matitoi. 
When  these  circumstances  are  told  the  court  of  Directors,  oniirTTf  the 
liey  send  an  immediate  order  to  Bengal  to  put  a  Jitop  to  J{|!J"^j\\*"  *" 
ihe«c  allowances.     Mr.  Hastings  apparently  docs  i)nt  a  stop  aJi'Jwanccs. 
:o    these  allowances;  but,   in   point  of  fact,  Mr.  Hastings  iiurraAcd 
>y  his  own  authority,  not  only  continues  the  amount  of  them  Hianr?X«n 
ipon  the  Xawab,  but  even  increases  them  ;  so  that,  after  the  ^^"  -'^'^wnb. 
yrders   of  the  Directors  have  been  received  that  Sir  Eyre 
[)ootc  is  not  to  receive  the  18,000?.  a  year,  they  arc  increased 
X>  the  amount  of  20,000/.      The  whole  amount  with  which  Total  of 
Aie   Nnwab  was  charfjed   for   Sir  Evre  Coote  amounts  to 
JZJdHM.     But  during  this  periiKl  General  Stibbert  also  re- 
eeived  his  allowances ;  so  that  the  whole  money  which  has 
been  lost  by  the  Company  and  by  the  Nawab  of  Oude  in 
tliis  transaction  amounts  to  108,0912. 

The  next  crime  charnrcd  in  this  Article  against  Warren  Asmuy 

rr      .•  -1  -i-^rA'ifT^i  ...  trniiitt'd  to 

Hastings  is,  the  agency  granted  to  Mr.  Auriol.    llie  pretext  Mr.AurioL 
For  this  agency  was  the  distressed  situation  of  the  settlement  i5^\"**"JJ^| 
of  Madr.is,  and  the  famine  which  prevailed  in  the  Carnatic.  famiiif  m 
[t  was,  undoubtedly,  ^Ir.  Ua^itings'  duty  to  i)rovidc  every  natic'*'^" 
ooeacs  for  the  relief  of  the  settlement  of  Madras,  and  for  the 
rapport  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Carnatic ;  and  if,  in   the 
AiflcnAr<re  of  that  dutv,  Mr.  Hastinjrs  had  with  a  liberal  and 
humane  hand  applied  all  the  means  which  cither  the  revenues 
of  Bengal  or  the  credit  of  tlic  Company  would  have  aft'urded, 
he  would,  in  my  ojnnion,  have  deserved  praise  instead  of 
punishment,  and  I  would  have  spoken  of  him  in  the  language 
bT  the  humane  religion  which  we  profess — *^  Charity  covercth 
I  multitude  of  sins."     But  if,  my  Lords,  the   prodigality  in 
this  transaction  arose  from  no  such  humane  enthusiasm,  but 
irom  a  corrupt  intention  to  make  the  fortune  of  a  favourite 
inilividual,  I  have  then  to  lament  that  the  heart  of  that  un- 
Ibrtunatc  gentleman  did  not  glow  with  those  sentiments  of 
shnrity  and   humanity   which   1  am   confident  animate   the 
ninds  of  every  one  of  your  Lord&hips. 

My   Lords,    can   anvthini^   be   more  flagrant,    can    anv-  Accoimu 
^hing  demonstrate  the    prodigality  and   corruption   of  this  without 
transaction  more,  can  anything  stamj)  it  with   the  marks  of  ^""^''"■"" 
corrupt  connivance  in  a  more   indubitable  manner,  than  the 
principle  upon  which  this  agency  was  founded — this  mode 
>f  accounting  ui)on  honour — this  new  rule  of  arithmetic? 
My  Lords,  applying  to  matters  of  account  the  assertion  of  a 
l^ntlciiian  or  his  Avord  of  honour,  instead  of  proof  and  instead 
)f  vouchers,  is   perverting  the   noblest  sentiments  of  the 
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jpply,  not  Madras  alonc^  but  every  settlement  of  the  India  23Mati79i. 
lompany,  even  including  the  little  island  of  St  Ilelenji, 
hicli  was  not  to  escape  out  of  the  ver'^c  of  this  corrupt 
UDsaction.  Mr.  Hastings  moves  that  Mr.  Auriol  shall  be 
ppointed  agent  for  all  the  Presidencies  and  settlements  of 
le  India  Company;  and,  instead  of  the  usual  commission, 
e  moves  that  he  shall  have  a  commission  of  fifteen  per  cent. 

Mv  Lords,  it  is  curious — the  wav  in  which  these  accounts  Thea<- 
f    Mr.    Auriol's   come   afterwards    before    the   Accountant  ft/rmitl^hc 
lencral.     They  are  referred    to    the  Accountant  General,  iVrneraf*"^ 
fr.  Larkins,  and  he  considers  tlicm.      He  says  he  is  not  at  Voudwrs 
iberty  to  call  for  any  vouchers,  because  iFr.  Auriol  is  upon  aucHT" 
lonnur,  but  that  the  addition  of  the  sums  is  correct.     And 
o  oil  Mr.  Auriol's  accounts  have  parrsed.     And  it  is  not  a 
xifling  sum  ;  for  the  whole  money  which  has  been  issued  to 
tfr.  Auriol,  and  which  is  accounted  for,  at  this  moment,  in  no 
ither  manner  than  upon  Mr.  Auriol's  word  of  honour — which 
IS  far  as  the  word  of  honour  of  any   individual  goes,  may 
3C  good  ;    in  a  circumstance  in  which  that  word  of  honour  is 
it  to  be  taken,  I  make  no  doubt  but  ]\[r.  Auriol's  is  as  good 
la  mine  or   any   other   giNitlemau's — but    in    a    matter    uf  Amount  of 
iccounty  Mr.  Auriol's  word  of  honour  is  the  only  proof  or 
voucher  of  the  right  expenditure  of  430,000/.,  at  this  moment 
maccounted  for  in  anv  other  manner :  and  the  amount  of 
lis  commission  ui)on  that  sum  is  3  }',397/. 

There  is  remaining  only  one   more  article  of  criminality  Atrnncy 
n  this  Article,  namely,  the  agency  which  was  granted  to  MTBdu,** 
Mr.  Belli.     This  was  an  a^cncv  to  sup])lv  the  garrison  of  ^;"*"i*i?^' 
Fort  William  with  stores  and  provisions.      It  was  a  new  Fort  Wii- 
ippointment,  and,  in  the  ojiinion  of  some,  unnecesssary  ;  but, 
ifter  the  Council  had  agree  I  to  create  such  a  new  appoint- 
tnent,  a  doubt  arose  how  to  fix  the  deixrce  of  commission 
irhich  tiie  agent  was  to  have  ujjon  the  amount  of  \\\<  dis- 
bursements, and  fuv  his  tn^uble,  and  the  waste  of  stores  and 
>ther  articles.     It  is  agreed  by  the  Council  to  refer  the  deci-  rxiravmjant 
•ion  of  that  circumstance  to  mercliants  of  character.     The  aUowliL*"" 
opinion  of  merchants  is  taken,  and  tlioy  report  that  twenty 
per  cent,  is   sufficient,      ^^r,    Hnstiniis,  who  had   atxrecd   in 
taking  the  opinion  of  merchants,  when  he  has  that  ojiinion, 
in.^tead    of    acting   up<m   it,    moves    that    the    commission 
shall  be  thirty  pvr  crnt.  instead  of  twenty  :  and,  when  that  is 
objected  to,  he  says  that  he  will  make  himself  responsible  for 
:he  honesty  of  the  agent  that  he  proposes,  namely,  Mr.  Belli, 
who   was  his  private  secretary  ;  that  he  will  m:ike  himself 
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B  XiiTnn.  ^e«ponabl4^  tint  only  fin-  Iiu  hotirsly,  but  «!«>  for  the  e 

—       (if  ili*t  trompiitoion,  if  Uic  ci>urt  of  Uirectun  obouU 

l,Mirrcf      [mtvc  of  it    Thi!  wmrt  of  Directem  il«  (TiiNtppruve i  ' 

*^  **"*     rv<|tiii'e  Mr.  Mutings  lo  *»■<■   duii  ibr  Mnonntof ' 

'^  tuition  bImiuI']  be  laveueJ.  itnd  thnt  &lr.  Belli 

rpiTuultcd  to  (Irayr  f«>r  Iwcntr  urr  cent.     \VIi_ 
cou)e«  to  Fort  ^^'tUi^ul,   Mr.   Hactiog«  ehuttlM  rt  >^ 
I      irftM  il  bnck  n^'m  Ici  tbtf  ctturt  nf  DircctoTf^    In  the  imi 
i*  limB.  to  Bccure  tin;  profit  iu  ilr.  Belli,  bo  move*  tho:  tM 
tract  eluiU  bo  vtiturra  into  r«r  livt:  ycnrs ;  anil  ifac  ikie  Uft 
'wbioH  that  motion  waa  iiui4le  *vu6  tlio  famous  dar,  llw  si 
Ao^iut,  1779,  vrbcn  he  Itnil  muTvi]  tlmt  lite  c>iiUrB(.'t^ 
b*  gnvalcd  lo  Mr-  Croft»  ff>r  five  years.     That  cuDtr«fl  ■ 
nccordiogly  ffmntcil  l»  Mr.  Uclli;  mid   the  nuwuai  dt 
comiui«jiion  (Sawn  by  Mr,  Itclli  beyonti  the  l«  enly  ;v  f 
which  wiu  the  mwiuiit  tJii!  murchiuiU  had  fixed  ii  u— s 
unong^t  thou    mcrohonU  wns  this  tame    Mr.  Crotl^— I 
la»iitr>^nini)unt  dniwu    beyond  the   twcuty   wrr  ernt.   was  3t,<l 

kinijmm  i-^^f^i-g^g  (1,^  [^^  sustained  by  the  Company  in  Uuit  EOI 
""■"*"'^  nctioo  was  .14,4:13/. 
I  have  now,  my  Locd«.  gone  throngh  tho  diScuvnt 
nf  criiuu  ill  this  cbnrga  I  am  i}ecfvctly  coaidout  ddt 
b«vc  goDC  through  it  nitboiit  doing  juetice  to  (be  n^ 
but,  lit  tb«  «uiM3  time,  my  Lnrtbi,  tbv  facts  wliich  wiD  i|f 
in  evidence,  tuid  the  eble  iiinnaer  in  wliiiib  tbai  evitbatti 
be  commented  upon,  will  be  niu^x  at  will  inalcc  unfcri 
Ox»nl  innMlity  un  my  fuirt.  tint,  Mt  the  some  tiui>,  heTiinr  I 
KftSn'^iK-  <!<"*".  I  will  c'^t*  t"  yi""  Lordidiips  the  whole  amoM) 
MminiB-  the  lois  >u»tiuncd  by  tlie  C'omjiany  npoD  ctuli  uf  A 
dificrcut  tvnnsaction»,  nnd  add  Ihcm  all  tog;ctbvr. 

The  amount  of  ttiu  los>  ii[x>n  tbo  conlmct  f^nntpi 
Mr.  Sullivan  is  13  lacs  U.dSa  »cca  ruiiof!:^  nniooBin{ 
Ifi3,fl54/.  I  catimnte  this  lo»»,  comparinjr  il  with  ihf  « 
tract  which  was  granted  in  1785,  agreeably  lit  thv  "liat 
the  Compatiy,  when  tlie  beat  terms  had  been  obtained  In  1 
Comimuy,  in  consequence  oftlic  contract  lu\-in{>  bccn«3< 
tiscd  mid  given  to  the  best  biddui«. 

The  next  article  of  loss  is  the  illicit  tmdo  in  opiuB 
China;  that  Is,  comjioiing  it  wltli  wluit  tlio  o[uiub  mi 
have  »old  for  at  Calt^utlH,  if  it  had  not  been  espiirtcd 
Cnotoii,  aiuountiug  to  ."iO.l.lSJL 

X  next  come  to  the  biiilock.-*.    The  loe#  uf  tlia  O 
that  traiiiiHCtion  may  be  ciilcuUted  in  dtfTcnml  way* 
supposing — what  was   pot  the  Ci«*c — tnjiiposidg  that 
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,700  bullocks  were  necessary,  the  increase  of  the  rate  23  mat  1791. 
fc  which  they  were  contracted  for  beyond  the  rate  of 
fr.  Johnson's  contract  would  be  a  sum  of  money  in  the 
ooket  of  the  contractor  of  185,639/.;  to  whicli  mu^t  be 
3ded  what  was  paid  to  Mr.  Ferguson  for  relinquishing  his 
xitract,  and  also  10,000/.  given  to  Sir  Charles  Blunt  as 
|[ent  for  the  purchase,  I  believe,  of  the  bullocks.  But  in 
D8  calculation  is  omitted  the  amount  of  the  expense  of  the 
p626  bullocks  beyond  what  was  necessary:  and  the  whole 
MB  upon  the  bullocks  amounts,  in  the  number  I  have  men- 
oned,  to  203,468/. 

The    next   article  is  the   loss  on  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  and 
leneral  Stibbert  s  allowances,  amounting  to  108,991/. 

The  next  is  the  agency  of  Mr.  Auriol ;  the  loss  uponLotwon 
rkich  is  34,397/.,  which  is  the  amount  cf  his  commission  at  S?ip."IiirioL 
Lfteen  -per  cent  beyond  the  usual  commission  of  five  per  cent 

And,  last  of  all,  is  the  agency  of  Mr.  Belli,  which  isLomon 
(4,433/. ;— all  together  amounting  to  584,381/.  5ff."Sm' 

Now,  my  Lords,   there  arc  various  ways  in  which   one  uoflcctioDi 
Ught  compare  that  loss,  and  show  the  bad  effects  it  had,  and  Mwtaincltfby 
lie  enormity  of  it.     The  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  ^'»*^  9<>™- 
Bast    India  Company,   at   that   time,   was   three    millions 
Iterling ;  the  interest  payable  ui)on  it  was  eight  per  cent ; 
therefore  the  dividend  upon  that  stock  would  be  240,000/. 
rben,  my  Lords,  the  loss  which  the   Company  sustained, 
\gy  the  extravagant  and  profligate  waste  of  money  and  cor- 
rapt  transactions  which  I  have  detailed  to  your  Lordships, 
mounts  to  more  than  two  years  dividend  upon  the  whole 
camtal  stock  of  the  India  Company  at  that  time. 

jSut  there  is  another  point  of  view  in  which  I  shall  beg  Comipt 
j-oar  Lordships  to  consider  the  profligacy,  extravagance  and 
corruption,  of  this  business.  There  have  been  before  your 
Lordships,  during  the  course  of  tliis  trial,  many  circumstances 
justified — indeed  all  the  Articles  which  have  been  gone 
through,  till  this,  have  been  difl'ercnt  acts  of  bribery,  jiisti- 
Bed — I  think  not  justified,  but  attemi)ted  to  be  justified — 
opon  the  ground  ot*  the  distressed  situation  of  the  Company. 
Compare,  my  Loi"ds,  the  amount  of  those  different  bribes  so 
taken — taken  most  undoubtedly,  some  of  them,  with  a  view 
of  not  being  put  to  the  Company \s  account,  but  wrested 
from  Mr.  Hastings'  pocket  in  various  manners  by  conscious- 
ness of  his  own  guilt  and  fear  of  detection — compare  the 
■mount  of  these  profligate  transactions  and  this  extravag  mce 
with  the  amount  of  the  money  so  obtained  for  the  East 


4M  Opnting  a/ the  FoitHh  CMaryr—CamtrtrU : 

a  lUf  im.  Id(IIa  Company.  Cororarc  it  with  ibe  unount  ut  tbe  mtf^ 
whicli  Mc  Iliistloge  olitaiDcd,  hy  vnriou*  i&freetJMi  v(  Ik 
trmtr,  frooi  Cbcyt  Sing,  wliich  AmouotMl  to  thn<e  ns^ 
{jiiynieula  ofoolj  3(»,00aL  cavh,  ihnl  w.  IM.OOO^  Cm^ 
It  witL  till!  moDcv  bbtainetl  by  thftt  riolpot  nnil  cm«l  matat 
tif  Jriviu;^  tite  ^fftwftb  lo  plun'itfr  his  mother.  Tbcmaai; 
utitainet)  wm,  1  bclicr*,  iifly-firc  lacs  nf  nipeci  TW 
Btnouni  uf  tliut  inon«y  wu  not  cqunl  to  the  amount  «kiA 
Ikfr.  llftntingH  linil  ■<)iunilen-il  in  provuliog  fi<r  (x*ai 
ilepi-niljuitri,  I>y  whoM  >uppurt  ho  wad  in  ^ipu  l»  bit 
fibtJiiniMl  inipiinity  fur  hii  crimes.  Tbeii  you  iriD  1* 
nbU'  to  uixlcrManil  the  motivos  and  grotmd*  q«a  irW 
Mr.  IIfl»ltn^«  luis  endcnvonrcil  to  justify  tliiwe  tBan/nM 
nets  of  cruelty  and  opprcmon. 

EU^iJua  tht!  nUowoncca  jraDted  to  Sir  Eyro  Cooti>.Hl> 
tho  head  of  ollowuioce  obafgcd  to  the  aoouont  vi  Ibe  No^ 
Waxtr,  there  uuiy  be  pnanbly  other  Bllowanc«B  npoa  vU  < 
cvideooo  may  beDrooipit.  .4 

Hy  Lords,  I  am  wuible  tha.t  I  have  taken  np  «ff  tf 
your  Lordships'  time  tfaut  I  ought  lu  have  done,  i  HtiEi 
down,  IniHtiog  that  ynu  will  make  every  aUinraaW  l»ltt  i 
unpcrTcet  manner  in  whtch  I  have  diaaJiargod  the  doty  if  M' 
ttiluation  la  wliich  I  now  xtand.  oonfiding-  that  ibv  Oio^ 
of  the  evidence,  and  the  ahle  manner  in  which  that  ctiiMi 
will  bo  commented  upon,  will  make  up  for  all  my  ioiiiBi^- 
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IPEECH  OF  SIR  JAMES  ERSKINE  ST.  CLAIR, 
MANAGER  FOR  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  IN 
SUMMING  UP  THE  EVIDENCE  ON  THE  FOURTH 
ARTICLE  OF  THE  CHARGE,  RELATING  TO 
CORRUPT  CONTRACTS  ;    30  May,  1791. 

Mt  Lords, — The  Commons  having  now  closed  the  evi- so  mat  1791. 
IflBce  ia  support  of  this  Article  of  Charge,  it  becomes  my 
luty  to  eadeavour  to  perform  the  task,  which  they  have  done 
me  tlie  honour  to  impose  upon  me,  of  recapitulating  to  your 
Lorddfaips  the  evidence  you  have  heard,  and  submitting  to 
ma  8uch  arguments  as,  in  our  judgment,  properly  result 
bom  it.     But,  before  I  enter  on  that  detail,  perhaps  it  will  scope  and 
become  me  to  state  shortly  to  your  Lordships  the  scope  and  "^*"i512L 
Mture  of  the  charge,  and  also  the  object  and  ends  which  the 
Commons  have  proposed  to  themselves  in  insisting  upon  this 
Artide 

My  Lords,  this  charge  contains  a  system  of  domestic 
mismanagement  in  the  adminivstration  of  the  public  treasure, 
and  in  the  application  of  it  to  the  [)urposcs  of  corruption. 

My  Lords,  the  Commons,  independently  of  the  general  object  in 
object  of  repressing  great  public  iniquity  by  great  public  {5^*2etlEe 
example,  had  this  principally  in  their  view — to  endeavour  by  plea  of 
this  Article  to  meet  that  plea  which  Air.  Hastings  and  his  "'^*^***  ^' 
friends,  both  within  these  wails  and  without,  have  endeav- 
oured to  set  up,  as  some  palliation  of  those  crimes  of  in- 
juBtice  and  extortion  which  have  been  proved  before  your 
Ijordships  in  the  Articles  which  have  preceded  this.     We 
have  done  it  to  meet  that  pretence  of  overruling  necessity 
which,  I  am  ready  to  admit,  is  almost  the  only  defence  that 
these  crimes  were  capable  of 

My  Lords,  we  trust,  by  the  Article,  we  have  shown  that  The  ncocw- 
that  nec34aity,  so  far  from  imperious  and  domineering,  was  f^^Vy^*|J^ 
the  artificial  creature  of  his  own  extravagance;    and  thatj'wj'ex- 
that  profusion  which  we  charge  him  with  was  resorted  to  for 
the  l>ase  and  discreditable  purpo^ses  of  corrui>tion  — and  cor- 
rnption  merely.     My  Lord.-*,  in  his  government,  and  in  the  "piJ^SfTn- 
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■il4iim.6i«tnl>utii>a  of  till!  puliliu  iMlmoagi!  frhVJi  yuA]  all 
p^^  iiropCTly  belonged  to  Bis  ^tntion,  or  in  ihai  part  of  f 
Bi  iliAih  (,p  coiTUjiUy  created  and  invtiiitrd,  lie  ?eeiui,  in  ibt  _ 
lion  of  boln,  to  luive  Itnd  Ivro  ut>)iH:t»,  and  to  liatt  f 
two  pur]«09i»  uuifiinuly  iitiil  »tmi3tly  ;  — tbe  oncttin 
hiiDKlf  with  pcnonji  in  conxidcmtilo  powvr  and  aaiwi 
hnmc,  by  [miviiltnir  for  thctr  friends  and  conofelintt'ob 
tlir  otiicr,  to  ftltniJi  to  hiin>cir  a  liudy  of  dvtcnuel  ai  | 
dtctioue  mlhemiU  abroud,  that,  bv  iovolviog  Ibem  ia «" 
oomuioD  mu»c  through  ihtrtr  nnittxl  iLScniont  iid<!  auIm 
]n6uence,  lie  mitrht  be  unnbled  to  bavo  power  unl  sidinlj  1 
enimch  at  hotni:  Imtli  to  MKiurtt  the  cootiuiumce  of  ka  {nfV  I 
ami  lii#  statt<.»n.  nud  to  i^ivo  bitn  a  reasoaabW  ptwprf'' J 
•gr  imlciunilv  Cur  llnr  nlniM  of  it.  | 

^ My  Lorda,  Imving  iirvmi»rd  ihi#,   it  may  be.  po^^  P"*  I 

MTBTitH  *''^''  ^'*^  thtirown  »akc*,  the  Comnious  sliotiM  ' 
Art""nr  justiTr  th'craselvu,  ioncmuclt   as  ibey  harr  'r' 
iirottf  lif  this  eyslBm  five  arlitJeB  of  iux^u^iii< 
if  wo  liad  been  so  minded,  or   if  n  sound  lit- 
Itava  w-nmintc<l  ii«  in  Bci  di)ing,    w*;  »bould  hnvcl"*^»y*" 
huTC  adduced  in  proof  before  your  I^oHships,  m*a(fMl<f  I 
thift  syBlera  of  cniTDptiou  and  dt4(i1>c(iicDce  wbtcfa  <n  dflfl  I 
atnioil  cTcrv  public  act  of  Mr.   fJaetiugs,    in  so  &r  «  >  I 
relaled  to  llio  distrihutiim  nf  ptiblic  ]ntronagfr  cr  tke  «^  1 

Ely  of  any  iirlielu  ueceasary  for  thu  public  aervioft  Ih*>t  J 
Kva  gotiv  to  tlwt  length,  you  know,  would  Iibtc  bea  iaj*  I 
•ihlu.  Yon  hnvc  already  »een  tho  prolixitie*  and  J%i0>  ' 
that  hare  attended  u*,  in  n  matter  which  inTolTei 
aeconot  even  in  tiii«  short  rMrt  of  it.  But  I  iiwi 
both  in  your  LortMiip!'  judgment  nnd  in  that  of  tbe 
we  fHuU  appear  to  Iiavc  selcct4?d  five  instane>cs  of  tJi«' 
mngnitudc  nntl  iniporlancc,  a»  dpeciiiirntu  and  euim[ 
difTcrcnt  fcirww  and  varioties  into  wblcb  tho  corni| 
Mr-  Haxtings  had  branched  and  diversified  iUelf,  wl 
lo  bare  shown  you  all  the  guilt  and  nil  the  en 
which,  wu  tliinlc.  we  could  Itavc  mndu  tlw  n:#ult  uf 
minatiou  into  the  whole  of  Iiui  iMnducC. 
OKiinn  I  will  not  trouble  your  Lordiihipa  with  any  _ 

mm!^*t<i    torj'  raattcv;  but  shtifl  now  pro».'o«I   to  »(ale  ibit  ■ 
Ur.iaaim,.  „j^„  l^^^  opium  cimtniet  granted  to  Mr.  SulliTan,  in 

17«1. 
Cwtomnr         It  iit  necebisary  that  I  »1ionld  ol>*ervc.   fitvl,  thai  j 
weKSr*    t«'"h  dirertcl  by  those  order?  which  vou   have  Iwad 
^eS.'"   "»''  confirmed  by  the  geoenil  eatiibfisbed   piwtkcrf*- 
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lerrioe  under  those  orders,  that,  in  all  matters  of  supply  for  so  Mat  1791. 
he  public  service — in  all  contracts  for  the  provision  of  any 
rticle  necessary  to  the  public  in  any  branch — it  should 
Mierally  be  done  by  contract.  The  court  of  Directors,  inoniirofiiio 
he  36th  paragraph  of  their  general  instructions,  under  the ^^*^'^^*'^- 
qgpilating  Act  of  Parliament  of  1774,  speaking  of  the 
BTvice  being  performed  by  contract,  say,  ^^  We  direct  that 
<oa  always  put  the  terms  up  to  public  advertisement,  and 
JBOept  the  lowest  proposal,  witli  sufficient  security  for  the 
performance/'  To  that  order,  in  almost  every  instance,  I 
nve  to  state  the  disobedience  of  Mr.  Hastings.  And  I  will^''!^'^ 
oat  tsike  this  opportunity  to  remark,  that,  in  the  granting  pnyiito  imr- 
iie  remissions  of  contracts  or  tlie  creation  of  agencies,  either  ^*"^^'^- 
br  the  provisions  of  tlie  army  or  the  purchase  of  any  article 
of  commerce  or  manufacture,  like  oi)ium,  orders  upon  that 
■abject  were  orders  simply  to  guard  the  interests  of  the 
Company  against  jn-ivate  favour  and  private  partiality ;  and 
thatj  if  it  be  possible  to  conceive  any  order,  of  any  kind, 
which  there  can  be  no  honest  pretence  for  a  Governor 
General  to  disobev,  it  is  an  order  of  that  nature.  With 
tespect  to  orders  of  a  political  nature,  they  may  j)retend  some- 
limes  a  change  of  circumstances — that  the  state  of  India 
was  not  known  to  their  masters  at  home  when  the  order  was 
Bent  out.  But,  in  a  general  regulation  to  guard  the  Company's 
interest  against  the  encroachment  of  private  favour,  personal 
friendship  or  corrupt  partiality,  there  could  be  no  change 
of  circumstances — there  could  be  no  i)Ossible  circumstances — 
imovm  to  Mr.  Ilastingrf  at  the  lin.K'  oi"  executing  the  order,  that 
irere  not  known  to  the  Company  at  the  time  of  making  it ; 
and,  therefore,  that  usual  plea  for  disobedience  which  has  been 
often  pretended  by  Mr.  Ilastings  is,  in  this  case,  rooted  up. 

My  Lords,  this  order  had  been  previously  disobeyed  in  a  disobwYionco 
contract  given  to  Mr.  ^lackenzie  for  the  provision  of  opium.  [JJ  tito  ^"^^'^ 
The  terms  of  that  contract  were  sent  home ;  and  that  very  coutnurt 
Buciimstance  ot  not  advertismg  for  proi)osals  was  condemned  -^rr.  Mac* 
by  the*  court  of  Directors.     At  the  expiration  of  that  con- 
tract,  Mr.  Hastings   granted  the  same  contract,   upon  the 
same  terms^  to  Mr.  Sullivan,  for  four  years,  not  only  without 
advertising  for  proposals,  but  without  having  received  any 
upon  the  subject. 

And  here  I  must  entreat  your  Lordships  to  advert  to  the  S***;!!?*^ 
procceuings  and  the   consultations   ot    that   time  and  that  t''nii»tanc«i 
period,  in  order  that  you  may  see  that  this  contract  was»fth«Sn" 
granted    under    very    extraordmary    circumstances  —  not  jS^sinivau. 

VOL.  II.  F  F 
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irregular  parts  of  this  transaction,  had  lost  parts  of  their  so  »iayi79i. 
orofits,  and  wliich  were  obliged  to  be  compensated  to  them 
oj  Mr.  Hastings.  1  will  not  enter  into  the  detail  of  that, 
nt  oome  to  what  we  charge  to  be  the  great  and  substantial 
orime  in  this  Article — the  extravagance  of  the  terms,  and 
die  circumstances  of  the  time  and  person  to  whom  they 
irere  given. 

My  Lords,  you  have  it  in  evidence  that  for  this  contract  Extravjujant 
Kr.  Sullivan  received  350,000  sicca  rupees,  or  40,600Z.  ster-  ^mi^tV^® 
Bng.       You   have    it   in   evidence   that  Mr.  Benn  sold  the 
sooatract  to  !Mr.  Young  ;  for  which  he  received  four  annual 
Mjments  of  149,000  sicca  rupees,   which  Mr.  Benn  trans- 
biCed  into  exactly  G0,000/.,  but  whicli,  if  calculated  upon  the 
nine   principle  with  tlio  other,  I  believe  will  be  found  to 
imount  to  69,136/.     Besides  that,    Mr.  Benn   got   7,000/. 
cipon  one  branch  of  the  transaction  which  he  did  not  sell  to 
If  r.  Young.     So  thnt,  upon  the  whole,  the  loss  to  the  Com-  Total  ion  to 
panj  was  76,000/.     And  it  is  apparent  that  these  are  allpany. 
complete  and  indisputable  losses ;  because,  had  Mr.  Hastings 
ibeyed  the  orders  of  the  Directors,  Mr.  Young  would,  im- 
loubtedly,  have  given  as  much  money  to  the  Government, 
in  an  honest,  fair,  public  and  open,  transaction,  as  he  would 
bsre  given  to  the  contractor  in  a  transaction  which  it  was 
the  interest    of  all  to    keep  secret  and  concealed,  and  for 
which  he  had  infinitely  less  security  than  ho  would  have  had 
if  he  had  taken  it  from  Government. 

My  Lords,  there  is  one  striking  fact  in  this  part  of  the  Succos«ivo 
ease,  which  it  will  not  become  mc  to  overlook,  and  which  I  wiumrtl*** 
trust  your  Lordships  will  advert  to,  namely,  that  this  contract 
was  sold  by  Mr.  Sullivan  to  Mr.  Benn,  and  by  Mr.  Benn 
to  Mr.  Young,  previous  to  the  posscs.sion  of  it  by  Mr.  Sul- 
fiiran — previous  to  the  legal  possession  of  it.  The  promise 
of  Mr.  Hastings  had,  certainly,  gone  before  either  Mr.  Sul- 
livan's idea  of  selling,  or  any  rational  conception  in  either  of 
the  others  to  purchase.  But  this  contract  had  this  evident 
mark  of  favour  and  corruption  in  it,  that  it  was  promised  in 
anch  a  manner  from  Mr.  Hastings  to  Mr.  Sullivan  as  that  it 
oonld  be  the  object  of  two  sales,  previous  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  contract  and  to  the  time  of  signing  it. 

My  Lords,  I  have  shown  you  that  upon  this  contract  there  ^«i<rf 
was  a  loss  of  76,000/.  to  the  Company.     Perhaps  it  may  inoiSSi 
not  be  amiss  to  advert  to  the  time  when  this  loss  was  in- SSthtST* 
Burred.     Your  Lordships  will  recollect  that  this  loss  was®^*^* 
mcorred  somo  time  early  in  the  year  1781 ;   that,  if  thesing. 
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M  v&i  tTM.  ailmrtbcmcnt  bad  been  published,  it  woulil  hnvc  bni  a 

t)iil)li4ii!d  tliat  lite  coiitmct  ftlionld  conimf'ncc  on  tb:  litcf 

So[.lo«ilHT,  i"8l ;  Uierofon-,  in  1781,  76,00i)i  «»  wMt 

by   Mr.   lli»tin^  in   onlcr    to    do  Mr    SuUiraa  a  ixae 

—in  onlcr  to  create  a.  job  for  Itlr.  SuUiw.iL     In  the  j^s 

1781,  Mr.  HnrflngB  tbotigbt   it   worth  hia  while  tu  nab 

a  pn^rcM  to  BoBares,  to  punish  tlie  Raja  of  tint  pnntn 

Tor  having  bet^D  ililator^  in  hi«  payment  '>F  an  cxUvUd  i^ 

(tidy  (>r  riOfOOOl.      My  Lords,  you  hitri*  tt  in  cndenceAiL 

at  the  moment  the   Deccaailica   of  (he  Comnwijr  wm  • 

urgent    tluit    tlioy    could   nnt    wait  a  month  »r  t<r>  fir 

the  payment  of  n«  unjust  demand  from  a  prince  whm  llw 

weni  opprewinfT.  Mr.  IIusltngM  «tiU  tbous'it  the  CiaBfBi 

trcoeary  wew  ta  wvll  supplied  n«  to  enable  bin  to  wnH 

7C,uaOl.  of  tbcir  money,  in  order  to  tnakc  the  foniiMtfi 

friend  nnd  favourite. 

i^T'oT  ^'y  Ijord-s  mucli  cxaminntion  lina  been  bad  upon  <itWlhf 

Htsntioaur  Mr.  Iljutinp^  wad  privy  to  thcac  kiIcx  or  noL     I  InurtM 

nx  i(r."B«i^  onil,  I  will  add,  Icarouot  much,  whcliior  he  wnaorautvbdi' 

""*■  ibia  I  am  sure,  that  be  oouid  not  have  coti-rtMnod  an  ojia* 

tliat  Mr.  Sullivan  wiu  likely  to  execute  iho  cuntracr,  fc* 

faeCAUso  Mr.  SuUiviui  vtM  not  long  from  EngLtn'l;  leW 

been,  till  within  a  very  rfiort  jwirt  of  ibc  tiuip,  swiretny" 

btadros,  which  office  be  had  Iben,  I  hcliovc,  hnrJly  rwiewi 

1  rather  bcliovc  he  had  not  resigned  it  at  nlL     Uc  «»'' 

that  time  Jud^o   .'Idvocatc  of  lien^nl.      N'ot  onir  ihst.^ 

abntit  tho  eanio  tunc,  Mr.  IIasting.-<  demanded  liuatdiuti* 

uasiiitftut  in  the  cnrus  and  loib  of  hia  empire.     At  tb>t  DM 

ho  had  told  the  Council  that  be  could   nut  aloiwi  tBtoM 

the  multiplicity    of  his   bu^ine^s    and,  thcreforv,  he  tai 

Mr.  Sullivan  to  &as\il  bim.     Mr.  Sullivan,  alniotft  at  tlu)  tal 

of  tbe  conimcnoement  of  tl>o  contract,  nn<I  in  tbe  ttjj  bA 

Htflgcs  of  ita  perfonnaiico,  was  with  Mr.  HuF-tlnga  at  PsW* 

I  do  not  dwell  npon  the  skill,  I  do  not  dwtU  upon  lif  »• 

duatry,  I  do  not  dwell  upon  the  previous  inrestiffaixui  <i»' 

19  ncoesfwry  for  undoretaading  this  uuinufacturo ;  out  it  *» 

impesaibic,  from  the  circumstance  of  Mr.  SuUivanV  ttiS 

within  tliat  [province],  Mr.  Ilastin'^'!  coidd  hum  tboifb 

lliat  he  was  litcly  to  execute  the  contract. 

Mniin,  tia        Now,  haviflg  slated  this  to  yoiir  Iiordsbijis,  it  may  b»««w 

ur.S^Hnii.  iia  a  little  to  consider  wtio  Mr.  Sullivan  wa#,  and  vdut  «> 

SiptoKo    ^''^  motive  for  tbe  appointment.     Mr.  SulU^-nn  wa»  ««  f 

■.■ii»Lnim."or  the  person  who  was,  at  tb.it  time,  Cbairouut  of  tbe  Eft*  IbJ» 

i^'J:"'"'      Company.      Tbe  Chairman  of  tbe  East  India  Ccnif«i>r. 

anA  ibo  court  of  Directors,  in  fhoac   days,   were  I"  '^- 
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Hastings  as  everything.    It  was  from  them  that  he   was  so  mat  mi. 

to  fear  censure  or  punishment.    It  was  to  them  that  he  was 

to  owe  his  continuance  in  his  situation.     It  was  to  tlicir 

protection  that  he  was  to  look  for  the  enjoyment  of  his  office, 

and  for  all  the  honest  and  dishonest  profits  that  he  might 

make  by  it.     It  was  to  them  that  his  ambition  was  to  look 

li»r  its  gratification.     It  was  to  them  that  his  avarice  was  to 

look  for  the  means  of  securing  its  prey.     It  was  to  them 

lie  was  to  look  for  support ;  and  they  were  almost  the  only 

persons  in  this  country  to  whom  he  could  think  it  neces- 

auy  ever  essentially  to  show  his  gratitude.     And  we  know 

that  Mr.    Hastings'  power  in  that  body  was  once  strong 

enough  to  defy  the  order  and  the  opinion  of  the  House  of 

Commons.* 

My  Lords,  it  is  a  melancholy  consideration  for  us  to  look  Collusion  of 
back  to  those  times,  and  see  the  first  officer  of  the  Company  fnj^^i^d' 
at  homo  and  the  first  officer  of  the  Company  abroad  cor-  Mr.suiiivan. 
ruptly  colluding  for  their  own  private  benefit,   by  a  joint 
and  common  sacrifice  of  those  interests  of  the  Comi)any  which 
it  was  the  duty  of  both  to  have  protected  and  watched  over ; 
to  see  one  betray  the  trust  of  inspecting  and  controlling  the 
oonduct  of  the  other,  and  IVIr.  Hastings  rewarding  him  for 
that  treachery  by  giving  him  a  participation  in  that  spoil 
which  Mr.  Hastings  was  at  that  time  exacting  for  himself. 

My  Ix)rds,  we  may  perhaps  think  it  wjis  extraordinary  Mr.  nast- 
that  !Mr.  Hastings  was  not  satisfied  with  all  the  ofliecs  and  fo?^Sin^' 
all  the  benefits  which  he,  about  that  time,  had  been  heaping  ^{J?'^^'***" 
upon  Mr.  Sullivan,  in   India ;    but,  when  we  consider  the  Mr.suiuvan. 
temper  of  mind  and  disposition  in  which  Hastings  seems  to 
have  been,  at  that  moment — when  we  recollect  that,  about 
the  time  of  this  grant,  Mr.  Hastings  was  indulging  that  wild 
and  frantic  dream  of  empire,  at  Benares,  where  he  treats  the 
kings  of  India  as  tributary  vassals,  and  talks  of  himself  as 
an  emperor  over  them,  we  shall  not  be  much  surprised, 
perhaps,  that,  considering  who  Mr.  Sullivan  was  and  how 
educated,  Mr.  Hastings  might  wish  to  count  him  as  a  friend; 
might  fear  him  as  a  rival  and  look  forward  to  him  as  a  suc- 
cessor;  that,  under  any  or  all  of  these  views,  he  should 
have  been  disposed,  as  it  were,  to  invest  him  with  the  purple, 
and  to  associate  him  with  himself  on  the  throne ;  and  that, 
in  ap  doing,  it  was  natural  and  just  enough  that  he  should 
give  him  some  share  of  the  plunder  of  these  devoted  provinces 
which  he  was  assisting  to  govern;    and,  when  Mr.  Hastings 


*  See  the  Introduction  to  the  present  publication ;  p.  xzxiii. 
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ttriyed.  Is  insurance  no  part  of  the  expense  of  a  merchant,  3o»Uti7ui; 
aad  the  loss,  by  sea  or  by  an  enemy,  no  part  of  his  risk  ? 
And  if  he  insures  himself,  should  not  he  abide  by  the  con- 
■equence  of  it  ?  But  the  difference  is  not  there.  According 
to  the  old  and  usual  mode  of  doing  the  business,  the  opium 
was  sold  to  and  paid  for  by  the  merchants  at  Calcutta.  If 
Aey  had  sold  it  to  a  private  merchant,  they  would  have 
been  paid  for  it  at  Calcutta,  and  the  risk  would  have  been 
yim,  or  the  insurance  would  have  been  ])aid  by  the  merchant. 
Therefore  I  have  a  right  to  compare  what  they  did  receive, 
Moording  to  their  own  absurd,  new-invented,  scheme,  with 
dbe  price  which  they  would  have  received  from  the  merchant  at 
Calcutta,  had  they  sold  it  in  the  usual  and  established  mode. 

But,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  only  for  the  purpose  of  showing:  Motive  for 

V       J  !_•  /i     X    xi_-  •  •!       .  J  .- o  the  traiisac- 

jfOQT    JLiordships  that  this  was  an  improvident  and  an  ill-  tion  to  und 
ooncerted  scheme  that  I  state   it;    but  as  a   scheme   cal- offcStfnf? re- 
oulated  and  contrived,  not  merely  as  a  mercantile  adventure  eu,^o%*^ 
or   a   project  in  the  way  of  trade,  but  an   invention    for  Jf^^^^J^^of 
lemitting  the  fortunes  of  the  servants  of  the  India  Company,  pany. 
[t  was  a  scheme  to  contrive  a  mode  of  remittance  of  their 
ED-acquired  wealth  to  Europe,  which  they  could  do  in  scarce 
■ny    other   manner.       And   therefore    it   is,   that   you    see 
Mr.  Hastings  writing  from  Benares,  to  desire  that  certain 
persons,  then   with  him,  might   have  a  share  in  the  loan  ; 
which  loan  was,  as  we  have  seen  in  other  instances,  opened 
mach  more  for  the  purpose  of  their  remitting  their  fortunes 
than  for  the  purpose  of  any  sui)ply  to  the  Company :    and 
jrcm  find  all  those  persons  that  were  with  Mr.  Ilastings — 
those  who  were  dividing  the  spoil  of  Bidjey  Gurh,  were  by 
these  means  enabled  to  find  a  channel  for  the  remittance  of 
fhat  plunder,  which  they  had  gotten  against  law  and  even 

2;ain8t  Mr.  Hastings,  to  this  country.  That  was  one  of 
e  reasons  of  this  transaction.  And  it  is  singular  to  observe 
that  one  cannot  trace  any  one  single  instance  of  trade,  any 
project,  or  any  adventure  in  the  management  of  the  concerns 
of  the  Company,  as  far  as  went  to  the  management  of 
their  money,  that  was  not  tinctured  with  private  favour, 
and  some  motive  and  principle  of  corruption.  Even  in 
the  conduct  of  this  smuggling  business,  a  great  deal  of  loss 
arose  from  the  private  jobs  and  the  private  confidence  that 
was  put  in  some  of  the  per.^ons  who  conducted  it,  who 
sacrificed  the  interest  of  the  Company  to  their  own,  anJ 
made  their  fortune  while  the  Company  were  losing.  I  do 
not  mean  to  trouble  your  Lordships  any  more  upon  this 
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Ifr,   Hastings — did   enter  into   a  contract  for  6,700  biil- somayitoi. 
locksb     Had  the  contract  for  1777  been  suffered  to  continue 
force,  and   had  the   number  Sir   Eyre   Coote  thought 
for  the  whole  army  been  provided  upon  the  terms 
of  that  contract,  from  the  1st  of  September,  1779,  to  the 
I0I  of  March,  1784,  as  long  as  the  old  contract  continued  in  Los-*  on  the 
fmee^  for  tlie  whole  term  of  the  old  contract  the  expense  tract?^"* 
'tWOuld  have  been  97,000/. ;    whereas,  under  the   new  con- 
yinusty  the  expense  for  providing  bullocks  in  that  time  was 
»40,000i 

Now  there  is  another  way  of  stating  this.  If  Mr.  Hast- 
inglB  bad  even  thought  the  whole  amount  of  the  6,700 
rbollocks],  contracted  for  in  the  new  contract,  necessary,  the 
difference  which  he  created  in  the  alteration  of  the  rates 
alone  would  have  amounted  to  44,000/.  a  year.  The  dif- 
ference as  it  actually  was,  by  providing  for  an  unnecessary 
number^  and  that  at  an  extravagant  rate,  amounts  to  60,000^ 
A  jear. 

The  Council,  in  examining  this  matter,  have  stated  that  I'rotcnded 

-•  .  .  '='  ,       • ,  1  ■•       .       provision}*  in 

ttere  are  many  new  provisions  pregnant  with  care  and  cir-  the  contract 
eomspection  for  the  Company.     In  order  to  judge  of  the  tSg^toui'o 
Aoalities  and  character  of  the  father,  I  should  like  a  little  to  c<>°*i^">'- 
look  at  the  nature  of  the  offspring.      These  new  provisions, 
if  I  recollect  them  correctly,  were,  in  the  first  place,  an 
allowance  to  Mr.  Croftes  of  600/.   a  year,  I  believe,  for 
providing  carriages,  for  training,  and  a  great  many  other 
allowances   to  the  contractor — all  of  benefit  to  the   con- 
tractor, little  or  nothing  of  regulation  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Company.     And,  independent  of  that,  Mr.  Johnson's  con- 
tract was  liable  to  have  any  number  of  bullocks  reduced, 
upon  one  month's  notice  from  the  commanding  ofiicer.     In 
the  contract  of  Mr.  Croftes,  the  Company  could  not  reduce  J^JJ^^^'^'"^  **' 
one  bullock  within  less  than  two  years;   and,  in  order  to  number  of 
jGsmiss  at  the  end  of  two  years,  they  must  have  given  six  tnict?ci*for"' 
months'  previous  notice.    Your  Lordships  may  judge  whether  y(^\"  *^° 
thb  18  for  the  benefit  of  the  Company  or  the  benefit  of  the 
contractor.     But,  independent  oF  that,  Mr.  Hastings,  not  Compcns*. 
content  with  having  secured  to  the  contractor  the  benefit  of  t(?!l>!I^ 
this  contract  for  the  certain  term  of  five  years,  knowing  too  \^^S[l^ 
that  there  was  a  prospect  of  a  considerable  reduction  being  Jj^jj^jj,"  °^ 
ordered  by  the  Company — for  he  must  have  known  that  the 
Directors  would  order  a  reduction  of  that  number  which, 
upon  their  own  minutes.  Sir  Eyre  Coote  had  judged  to  be 
unnecesearyi  and  which  afterwards  did  happen — Mr.  Hastings 
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m  tiibfiidy  of  five  lacs  of  rupees^  or,  according  to  tlie  best  so  mat  1791. 
edculation  of  that  species  of  rupee,  55,500/.  sterling — and 
thftt  this  was  not  ultimately  realised  till  late  in  October,  1778. 
la  October,  1778,  he  realised  this  money,  and  was  secure  of 
H  fimd.  In  the  July  following,  having  previously  and  in  tlie 
intermediate  time  prepared  the  draught  of  this  contract,  he 
tooposed  to  the  old  contractor  to  abandon  his  old  engagement 
pia  accept  a  new  one;  by  which  new  contract  a  loss  of 
jnjOOOl.  was  created  to  the  Company. 

The  subsidy  exacted  from  Cheyt  Sing — against  all  treaty  The  subsidy 
-—against  all  law — against  all  engagements  of  public  faith  th^^Tln^ 
■nd  private  honour— that  subsidy,  amounting  to  55,000i.,  *^»c contract, 
was  at  once  absorbed  and  swallowed  up  in  this  extravagant 
irotract :  or,  if  you  were  even  to  suppose  that  number  of 
bldloeks  necessary,  that  subsidy  would   have  been  nearly 
■wallowed  up  by  the  46,000?.  increased  upon  the  rates — only 
■nowiDg  6,700?.  to  have  been  necessary — which  was  given 
by  Mr.  Hastings,  above  what  he  thought  a  year  and  a  half 
kiefore>  and  has  declared  since  he  came  home,  to  have  been  a 
laaeonable  compensation  and  profit  to  the  contractor.     And  Justification 
liow  was  the  subsidy  justified?     Your  Lordships  will  recol-Sdyby" 
|Mt  that  it  was  the  urgent   poverty  and  distress   of  the  th'^c^-' 
pompony,  an  exhausted   treasury,   a   depreciated  credit,  a^*^* 
tdreign  war;    all  these  were  his  pretended  motives,  while 
ire  find  his  real  motive  to  have  been  to  establish  a  fund 
irhicfa  he  could  give — not  divided  among  many,  but  united, 
irboie>  entire  and  complete — into  the  pocket  of  Mr.  Croftes. 

My  Lords,  when  I  see  a  Governor  General  breaking  the  Personal 
public  treaties  which  he  has  himself  given  his  sanction  to —  ™^  *^^' 
when  I  see  him  not  keeping  even  the  conditions  of  a  bribe 
which  he  has  received  at  that  time — when  I  sec  him  doing 
tins  for  the  purpose  of  granting  all  that  he  can  get  by  ex- 
tcnrtion  into  the  pocket  of  one  favourite  individual,  I  am 
wpt  to  think,  and  I  believe  your  Lordships  will  be  apt  to 
fhinky  he  did  not  do  so  without  something  more  of  personal 
interest  than  necessarily  appears  upon  the  face  of  the  trans- 
action. 

But  your  Lordships  arc  to  consider,  in  listening  to  ]VIr. 
Hastings'  defence,  what  created  the  necessity  and  how  the 
necessity  was  supplied.  You  see  him  extorting  unjust  sub- 
odies  from  the  tributary  princes  of  the  country,  in  order  to 
create  extravagant,  corrupt  and  enormous,  allowances  to  the 
•errants  of  the  Company  ;  which  whether  he  participated  in 
or  not,  we  cannot  tell ;  out,  whether  he  did  or  not,  his  neglect 
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30  May  1791.  of  thc  intcrcsU  of  the  Company  and  his  own  corrupt  condact 

jiml  misinantigcmcnt  of  their  treasury  id  equally  apparent. 
K.Miu'ii..nof      ^^'^^  orders  of  thc  Company  came  for  reducing  this  con- 
iii.M-.iitraci  ti-jict   to  thc  number   Sir  Eyre   Coote    thouc^ht   necci?aiT. 
I  lie  pin-o-      riiat  was  disobeyed,  and   the  whole  number  rcmaiQcd  fur 
"'^'  lliree  [years]  and  eight  months.     They  were  then  reduced, 

antl  the  iiunibcr  reduced  continued  so  for  ten  months  longer; 
the  total  expense  of  which  has  been  already  stated  to  your 
Lunlships  at  34(),000{.,  from  which,  if  wc  deduct  what  tlic 
expense  ought  to  have  been  for  the  number  judged  ncccosaiy 
by  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  it  would  have  left  a  balance  of  243.0001 
entire  loss  to  the  Company. 
T«  nil  f.>r  This  contract  left  an  option  to  Mr.  Croftcs,  that  it  was  to 

trnllhinfifin  coutinuc  SIX  ycars  unless  notice  was  given  that  it  was  to 
MinvnM  lo    expire  at  the  time  contracted  for,  namely,  at  the  end  of  five 
.lapw.         years.      Mr.  Hastings  accidentally^  as   he  tells  us,  suffercJ 
that  term  to    elapse,  having  not  long  before  reduced  the 
number  of  bullocks,  so  that  his  attention  was,  nccesaiilj, 
OMiled  to  the  subject.     lie  suffered   that  period  to  clapNi 
which  had  scarcely  gone  by  before  he  thought  it  ncccssaj 
to  repurchase  that  advantage  which  by  Ins  negligence  die 
contractor  luwl  gained — to  purchase  a  relinquishment  of  his 
J  uiviijiarof  contract.     That  bargain  was  concluded.     The  contractor  got 
«iiiishi.I"nt    6,000/.  for  relinquishing  the  advantage  he  liad  then  got,  and, 
tnl-t*.  *^""'    besides  that,  was  paid  a  very  extravagant  price  for  his  stock; 
and   this  contract  was   converted   into   an  agency  for  tie 
Airrnr,v        boiicfit  of  auotlicr  favouritc  individual.     Upon  that  agenej 
*'  •■» '  »* " *  •  govcnteen  and  a  half  per  cent,  was  given,  as  a  profit  to  tt 
accent. 

Upon  an  examination  of  the  whole  of  that  trannedoir 
though  I  am  unwilling,  having  trespassed  so  much  up* 
yimr  Lordships'  time,  to  go  mucn  at  length  into  it,  yon  wB 
find  the  allowance  intolerably  extravagant,  and  thc  expen* 
in  the  agency  nearly  equal  to  what  had  been  thc  expewc  d 
i/..sonthp  the  contract.     As  a  pure  loss  I  take  only  10,90oL  bei< 

i-<»ii tractors    ..        ,.«»  ,     ^  *  .  .  i  •    •       •       "^       .V    .     ^    ^    " 

MitKk.  the  (liitcrcncc  between  the  pnce  which  they  paid  the  contr*- 

tor  for  his  stock,  at  that  time,  and  that  at  which  they  afte" 
wards  sold  thc  same  stock  to  another  contractor,  when  their 
interest  or  their  favour  led  them  to  adopt  another  mode  rf 
carrying  on  the  same  principle  and   object  of  comipti* 

u«' bi!m2k"  ^'^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  "P^'^  *^^®  article  of  thc  bullocks,  in  that  ntt 

oontnut?      of  it,  amouuts  to  261,0002. 

SnySt'/        It  has  been  suggested  to  me  that  I  had  almost  foigot to 
in(»  AjpiiDst  put  your  Lordships  in  mind  that,  since  Mr,  Hastingfl  ^ 
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tamed  to  Euroi>e,  he  has  been  of  opinion  that  the  mode  3o  may  1791. 
of  conducting   the  army  business  by  contract  is  the  most  armv  oon- 
minous^  the  most  extravagant,  the  most  destructive  of  the  ^**^ 
Company's  interest,  that  could  possibly  be  adopted.     My 
liOrdis,  when  he  has  no  longer  an  opportunity  of  distributing 
the  patronage,  he  is  very  generous  in  his  advice  to  those  who 
nay  benefit  by  it     But  the  same  contradiction,  the  same 
objections  to  the  mode  of  conducting  by  agency,  he  has  often 
stated.     He  has  stated,  justly  and   truly,  that  giving   an 
affcnt  a  large  commission  upon  his  expenses  is  creating  in 
liim  an  interest  directly  hostile  to  that  of  his  employers,  and 
encouniging  him  to  raise  the  amount  of  his  expense  that  he 
may  tliereby  raise  the  value  of  his  own  allowance. 

My  Lords,  I  come  now  to  another  branch  of  this  Article 
totally  separate  and  distinct ; — and  it  is  with  a  considerable 
d^ree  of  pain  and  regret  that  I  feel  myself  addressing  your 
Liordsliipis  upon   this   head.     I   am   now  to  state   to  your  Allowance  or 
LtfOrdships  tliat,  when  General  Clavering  went  to  India,  the  fuSf"^*'^' 
allowance  was  fixed  by  the  court  of  Directors,  under  an  Act  liSSTe^Jr  ol-n. 
of  Parliament,  at  6,000/.  a  year  the  salary,  added  to  10,000/.  tiav.^ring.  * 
%  jaax  the  allowance  as   Councillor;  that  this  was  given, 
specially,  in  lieu   of  all    travelling  charges   and   expenses 
whatever.     General  Clavering,  whose  memory  in  this  trans- 
action we  can  never  mention  l>ut  to  honour  and  to  admire — 
General  Clavering,  with  that  rigid  virtue  which  distinguished 
him,  adhered  to  that  allowance  of  the  Company.     He  was 
oontcnted  with  the  salary — ample  it  was  indeed — that  the 
hiw  and  his  masters  allowed  hiui.     Sir  Eyre  Cootc  landed  increaswi 
•ome  day  on  March  1779 ;  and,  very  soon  after  he  had  taken  ?i'?.?;!J\V5!r 

«  •  «        ^^  11  i«  •  i»i  iii\oiir  01 

his  seat  at  the  Board,  he  proposed,  m  a  minute  which  your  sir  e^to 
Lordships  have  had  before  you,  that  certain  large  allow- 
ances,— five  and  a  half  per  cent  share  of  commission  on  the 
revenue,  and  other  large  allowances,  should  devolve  upon 
himself.  The  Council  meeting  that  proposal  with  the  re- 
probation which  was  due  to  it,  and  showing  him  the  orders 
of  the  Directors,  which  he  brought  out  in  his  hand,  that  he 
should  have  the  same  allowances  with  General  Clavering 
and  none  other,  Mr.  Hastings  said,  "  No !  that  allowance 
you  cannot  have.  That  is  diverted  into  another  channel ; 
another  man  has  that  extraordinary  indulgence ;  another 
man  has  that  corrupt  allowance.  We  will  do  otherwise  for 
you." 

Mr.  Hastings    then   proposes   an   establishment   for   Sir  proposal  of 
Eyre  Coote,  which  I  will  not  trouble  your  Lordships  with  SJj; ""inow 
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Mr.  Hastings^  on  the  20tli  of  November,  at  Calcutta,  having  30MayiY9i. 
ovdered  this  to  be  charged  on  the  Nawab,  on  the  19th  of 
Kovembcr,  the  Nawab  writes  from  Oude,  setting  forth — 

"That  the  expence  occasioned  by  the  troops  in  brigade  and  others  His  com- 
eommanded  by  Euroi^ean  ofiBcers  has  much  distressed  the  su])port  of  J-^JIfg  ^^ 
■jT  houaehold,  insomuch  that  the  allowance  made  to  the  seraglio  and 
dhlldren  of  the  deceased  Nabob  has  been  reduced  to  one  fourth  part 
of  what  it  ^^-as,  upon  which  they  have  subsisted  [in  a  very  distressed 
■MBiner  for  these  two  years  past.  The  attendants,  writers,  servants,  &c. 
of  my  court  have  received  no  nay  for  these  two  years ;  and  there  is  at 
Dment  no  part  of  the  country  that  can  be  allotted  to  the  payment  of  my 
Biltrr*T  private  creditors,  whose  a])plirati()ns  arc  daily  ])rcssinfr  upon  me. 
All  these  difficulties  I  have  for  these  three  years]  struggled  through, 
nd  find  this  consolation  therein,  that  it  was  com})lying  with  the 
riSMure  of  the  Ilononible  Com])any;  and,  in  the  ho]>e  that  the  8u})remc 
CSoDncil  would  make  en(}uiry  from  impartial  persons  into  my  distressed 
jitiiatioD,  I  am  now  forced  to  a  representation.*'  * 

This  letter,  stating  his  distress,  regretting  that  they  have 
not  inquired  into  [liis  situation],  stating  the  distress  arising 
from  the  pleasure  of  the  Governor  and  their  taxes  upon  him 
—this  letter  he  writes  the  day  before  Mr.  Hastings  affixes 
additional  demand  of  20,000/.  a  year  upon  him — by  his 
tl  Is  it  possible  that  that*  can  be  a  plea  urged  before 
foor  liordships  ?  Is  it  possible  that  you  can  believe,  with 
iH  the  picture  of  the  distress  of  the  Nawab's  family  which 
fon  have  before  you  in  other  evidence,  with  this  striking  and 
itrong  representation  of  his  own  misery  which  I  have  this 
noment  read  to  you — can  you  believe  that  it  was  with  his 
rolimiary  assent  that  Mr.  Ilastings  charged  upon  him  this 
idditional  subsidy  for  the  commander-in-chief? 

My  Lords,  this  additional  subsidy  for  the  commander-in-  Continujmco 
luef  not  only  continued  while  the  pretext  for  it  continued,  afU'Mho*'^ 
Hunely,  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  residence  in  Oude,  but  it  was  pro-  S^suJ^^J^^ 
racted  from  that  time  till  his  death  ;  and  continued  after  he  0^*®.'^°* 
ilid  returned  across  the  Kurumnasa  into  the  provinces.     Not 
oly  thaty  but,  while  he  was  serving    and  engaged  in  the 
ommand  of  an  army  on  the  coast  of  Coromandel — through 
11— this  extorted,  unjust  and  illegal,  allowance  continued 
D  be  charged  to  the  Wazir's  account.     The  proof  we  have  Authority 
f  it  18,  that,  when  Mr.  Hastings  had  it  imputed  to  him  in  the  ih^  dcnuSk 
Jouse  of  Commons  that  this  so  continued  to  be  charged  by  SrfHwit- 
lis  authority,  he  first  doubted ;  he  then  has  a  faint  recollec-  5S?croftet. 
ion ;  and,  when  he  looks  at  the  letter  which  Mr.  Croftes 
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I.  wrote.  cayiDg  bo  wrote  by  bu  ccmunund,  hs  Bjt— "  I  Ion 
an  iluutit  that  I  SBTe  Mr.  Croflcs  niithorilv  to  write." 

My  liiicdf.  if  lEr.  Uasting*.  reading  Jdr.  CroAei  ktMi, 
Lnotring  ttio  use  ihat  WM  to  bo  lanclc  of  il.  Imaooe  tte 
UM  wu)  ctuirgsd  dvtuDSt  hioi — if  Mr.  Hutitiga,  wilk  ta 
eyes  open,  Mti]  teeitij;  this  Kt  furth  u  thv  tridiut  rf 
hill  authority  to  extort  this  money  from  the  WMJe,  »1 
tell  na — "1  h«?c  no  doubt  of  civing  Mr.  Cnjfi*  i^ 
rity  to  write."  sbttil  wo  doubt  that  ho  g&ve  Sir.  CnAt 
aothoritv  to  write  t  Shnll  wo  doobt,  wbm  be  gm  *l) 
jiutify,  in  iho  rcuilne  of  his  Ocfcnee,  ihifl  abominUe  l)■^ 
autltin,  in  ii  moaiii^r  nlucb,  I  am  siirCi  your  Li;addiip id : 
rwwJ  vfith  juutifAnd  to  whicb  I  am  unnillinj;  to  advert!  Wit 
cannot  entertain,  upnn  Mr,  nii«tiii{|#'  own  ott^t^im,  lh( 
«  Miinllctt  doolit  of  ttu:  tninflttclinn.  Ajid  it  rarnei«iAil 
'■  our  olliL'r  pri'giunt  fact,  wbtoli  your  I^rdfbi]^  will  obofc 
,^  naitiuly,  bnw  iniiclt  Mr.  Croftcs  wns  in  the  cun&^ee«f  ^ 
t.  Eyre  Coolc  nnd  Mr.  ilii«ling«.  It  carrier  witli  ii  ttttMi 
Hn«titig8  hcru  avows  \ni  aulhurity  to  Mr.  CroTlc*— Vl 
authority,  iu  a  trani>action  which  bo  knew  tu  he  ciiMil- 
a  tninsactiun  wlucli  ho  knew  to  involve  a  brcudi  iif  ^A 
failh— a  transaction  which  be  knew  to  involve  in  il  iajtMa 
and  extortion.  It'  Mr.  Croftca  waa  hiii  confldant  iu  ndLl 
corrupt  Imuaaction,  look  back  to  whnt  Mr.  Croft-^wifc' 
tliu  bullock  oontnicti>r  ubit.  Mr.  Croftce,  upoii  Mn  B* 
i»ga'  onti  showing,  Uad  1G,OOOJ1  a  yvnr,  cb^ir  pr)lit.*Wk 
the  Cuniimny  Io!«t  60,000/.  If  Mr.  CruftCA  wai  cooAiJii 
by  Mr.  Hn«tin^  to  order  lliia  cxtcirtod  sulMdy  fitm  M 
Waxir,  and  for  Sir  Eyre  Cootc  to  rcoetve  it,  c»a  m  i* 
any  doubt  of  a  corrupt  connivance  and  coUubmki  WtiP 
those  three  persons,  in  all  those  other  tnmaootiufis  IiiiIbA 
they  were  privy  and  were  ncceaaary  Jiurtioa ? 

Doc^it  not  iuducft  a  suspicion  that  Mr.  Ha^n;:*  W.l>>^ 
Eclf,  some  hidden  beue.fil  or  aome  itcorut  adviinin^  ftmAl  | 
cnormoua  and  unexampled  allowancfia  I  luvo  KiatodtAjMi  , 
Lordahipa  on  Uie  bullock  oontnict?  It  dova  givo  os  * 
least,  u  strong  ;;round  of  suutioioa  and  iirG»uinpti>.-D  a^^ 
Mr.  iIiL'<ling»,  which,  except  he  can  mtot  and  dcftray  il,iW 
natiiDitly  and  ncccsHtnly  weigh  upon  your  LordUun'  uiflk 
in  your  judgment. 

I  ought  to  obaorvc  (o  your  Lordahipi  tbat  evcrytliiiif;  ^ 
was  extorted  from  the  Wazir  of  Oude  was,  as  it  w«e,l«e** 
the  Company;  for  the  consequence  of  that  wn«  ooattK^ 
iirrcur  to  the  troops,  continual  arreor  in  tho  payment  of  ib 
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nbsidy  to  the  Company.     It  was  a  country,  in  fact^  governed  so  May  1791. 

by  Mr.  Hadtings,  under  the  name  and  under  the  pretence  of 

WB  Wazir's  authority. 

.   The  amount  of  this  allowance  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote — taking  Amount 

il  at  the   rate   I   have   stated,   of  1,800/.   a  month— was  S;;^^^**^ 

12,6282.  during  the  time  it  was  charged  upon  the  Company,  ^'^^• 

Ind  70,000f.  during  the  time  it  was  charged  upon  the  Wazir. 

I  must  take  the  liberty,  before  I  proceed  to  the  next  Comiptjon 
vtide,  to  desire  your  Lordships  to  examine  the  nature  of  this  tho  whole 
linmsaction  ;  to  look  how  big  with  fatal  consequences  to  the  ^!^7n^ 
Mvemment  and  to  the  interests  of  the  Company  ;  to  look  at  «**<>«»• 
fte  nature  and  extent  of  this  corruption.     When  we  see  the 
Coancil  itself  infected  in  this  manner — when   we   see  the 
Qovemor  General  bribing  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  support 
Us  ambitious  or  his  avaricious  schemes — when  we  see  the  mis- 
diief  seatcdin  the  Council  itself  and  originating  there — can  we 
wonder  that  the  poison  is  diffused  through  the  whole  system? 
Can  we  wonder  that  the  whole  mass  should  be  corrupted  ? 
Can  we  wonder  that  eveiy  vital  principle  of  true  govem- 
■lent  should  perish  and  be  dissolved  ?     Your  Lordships  will 
See  that  this  example  was  breaking  down  all  the  barriers  of 
■oblic  virtue ;  it  was  confounding  ranks  and  distinctions.    The 
necessary  consequence  of  it  was,  to  destroy  all  subordination 
and  all  authority ;  because,  with  such  an  example  before  them, 
who  was  there  in  the  settlement  that  would  not  prey,  accord- 
fang  to  his  means  and  his  power,  upon  those  things  that  were 
next  to  him?      Who  was  there  that  would   be  restrained 
by  fear  of  punishment,  shame,  or  anything  but  his  own  con- 
science and  his  own  innate  virtue  ? — slender  securities,  my 
Ijcnrds,  when  they  stand   by  themselves,   and   when  every 
■opport  to  them  is  taken  away  and  removed.     Who  is  there 
that  would^scruple  to  have  either  defrauded  the  Company  or 
eactorted  from  their  subjects  ?     Nor  is  this  speculation  only, 
tfunigh  it  would  be  a  just  speculation,  and  though  it  would 
be  a  consequence  as  necessary  from  this  cause  as  any  that 
we  can  state.     We  have  the  effect  to  make  it  good. 

Whenever  any  servant   is   accused  of  peculation — when  Recrimiiui. 
say  corruption  is  imputed  to  him — what  do  we  see?     We  do  vwiuorthe 
not  see  humiliation  and  punishment ;  we  do  not  see  submis-  cuJSgSS^ 
lion  to  authority  and  promise  of  amendment ;    we  do  not  J!J[JJJi^ 
see  any  example  either  to   repress   the   corruption  of  the 
individual  or  to  reform  others  by  his  punishment ;  but  wo 
another  charge  against  the  Governon     We  sec  charge 
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Mt  Bay  that  the  court  of  Directors  were  not  very  often  easily  so  Mayitoi. 
Hititfied  with  a  false  and  illusive  execution  of  their  just  and 
neeenary  orders ;  but  their  corruption  through  the  means  of 
Endian  influence  is  no  justification  of  the  servant  who  cor- 
rupted them. 

Jily  Lords,  I  now  come  to  the  third  and  great  head  of  tliis  Corrupt 
Ajrticle,  namely,  to  the  corrupt  and  expensive  agencies.     I  ■*^"^*^'*' 
hope  I  shall  not  alarm  your  Lordships  by  saying — '^  a  third 
|iaat  head  of  this  Article  ;*'  for,  I  flatter  myself,  I  shall  be 
3ile  to  be  much  shorter  upon  this  than  upon  the  others.     It  Mr.  Aunors 
m^ieara  from  the  evidence  that,  in  consequence  of  the  dis- supply  pro- 
from  want  of  provisions  on  the  coast,  Mr.  Auriol  made  TOntric^" 
application  to  the  Board  upon  the  7th  of  December,  1780,  "^J^^*^ 
to  ofier  to  sujiply  rice  and  other  provisions  upon  a  contract 
rhe  terms  of  that  contract  arc  stated  in  his  proposal,  in 
die  evidence  before  you.     That  offer  was  rejected,  at  the 
mne  time  that  his  proposal  to  do  the  same  thing  by  the 
BMMle  of  agency  was  accepted  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Hastings  appointed  him  agent,  with  a  commission  of  Hin  appomt- 
Ukeen  per  cent     Mr.  Auriol  was  secretary  to  the  Council  JJJent.** 
Board  at  that  time.     I  mention  this,  only,  that  your  Lord-  UiR  position 
Upe  may  know  exactly  the  character  and  the  situation  of  JStlio^**^ 
lie  person  on  whom  the  favour  was  conferred.     Mr.  Auriol  c<*""<^*- 
pioceeds  in  the  execution  of  this  commission ;  and  is  flrst 
net  and  stopped,  in  some  degree,  by  a  representation  from  complaint 
Bombay  that  the  extravagant  price  at  which  the  rice  was  ^^fj:jj;^;{v;!^^'*' 
ielivered  to  them  was  such  as  charged  them  with  a  debt  suppUtHi  to 
both  intolerable  and  unnecessary.     And,  if  you  compare  the 
price  which  that  letter  from  Bombay  states  either  with  the 
Bontract  which  Mr.  Auriol  proposed  and  which  the  Council 
rejected,  or  with  the  contract  which  they  afterwards  adopted 
upon  the  dissolution  of  Mr.  Auriol's  agency,  and  which  con- 
tact, as  the  learned   gentlemen  said,  did  not  differ  very 
Hnaterially  from  Mr.  Auriol's,  you  will  find  that  the  loss, 
eren  in  that  view  of  it,  was  infinite  and  extravagant.     But 
Mr.  Hastings  was  not  contented  with  appointing  Mr.  Au- 
riol agent  in  the  pro^nnces  that  wanted  rice,  but  he  appointed 
fiim  agent  for  every  other  Presidency,  and  all  the  other  pro- 
riDces  included  in  them  ;  that  by  so  including  them  his  benefit 
inij^ht  be  augmented. 

I  have  called  to  your  Lordshi])s'  bar  a  gentleman  whose  Kxirayairniit 
Rtuation  m  India  led  him  to  be  perfectly  conversant  with  aiiow«?d  to 
this  subject,  whose   extensive   dealings  in   commerce,  and 
irhose  character  and  reputation  in  those  dealings,  will  intitle 
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Bhipe,  had  the  Counsel  on  the  other  side  persevered  in  so  hat  mi. 
objection  which  they  took  on  Friday  for  the  purpose 

••y*  .        •        •  s' 

f  Lords^  there  is  one  other  striking  and  singular  circum-  Jlo^^^Jfj^  f ' 

e  in  this  agency  which  marks  it  out  more  particularly  principle  of  f 

Mir  Lordships'  attention,  which  is,  that  it  introduces  a  ■^'^""** 

lystein  and  principle  of  account     My  Lords,  the  agent  Tho  agent  to 

this  subject  was  to  account  to  the  Company,  not  by  JJ^n "' 

icing  his  vouchers — not  by  showing  what  he  actually  honour. 

Mud  for  the  purchases,  or  what  charges  had  incidentally 

led  therein — but  he  was  to  account  to  the  Company  upon 

or.      How  this   could  creep   into  the  conduct  of  the 

inta  of  a  great  mercantile  company  I  know  not.     I 

d  think  it  equally  absurd  in  the  conduct  of  the  public 

me  of  a  great  sovereign.     But,  for  whatever  purpose  it 

introduced,  or  by  whatever  means  adopted,  Mr.  Auriol 

tint  singular  advantage  in  the  conduct  of  this  business, 

he  was  to  account  upon  honour.     My  Lords,  I  hardly  introduced 

r  in  what  manner  to  state  this  to  yoiL     I  hardly  know  ^^Sr**"^ 

to  state  a  proposition,  in  itself  at  once  so  absurd  and  so  "^^ 

ulcus.     It  could  be  introduced  only  for  the  purpose  of 

L  and  deception.      How  would  one  receive  a  proposal 

any  man,  who  was  to  account  cither  to  the  public  or  to 

(dividual,  when  he  was  to  come  to  him — "  there  arc  my 

ints;  here  are  my  vouchers;    but  my  privilege  is  to 

oy  my  vouchers,  and  you  shall  have  my  honour  for  their 

:itute," — any  more  than  you  would  have  received  a  man 

in  proposing  to  deal  with  you  in  any  business,  should 

-**  I  will  do  it  for  you,  and  charge  my  commission  upon 

txpenses ;  but  remember,  I  ask  and  contract  for  it,  as  an 

Dtoge,  that  I  shall  not  give  my  vouchers  of  my  expenses 

t  give  the  proof  of  my  accounts ;  but  you  shall  have 

tonour  for  it  as  a  substitute  ?"     In  that  case,  I  fear  wc  ;> 

Id  think  that  hid  honour  there  was  to  be  a  substitute  for  f: 

onesty.  % 
. ^ 

lie  tlliuion  in  the  speech  is  explained  hy  the  following  entry  in  the  *- 

vtci  of  the  Evidence,"  under  the  date  of  Friday,  the  27th  of  May.  1701, 

1 : — **  The  Managers  for  the  Commons  informed  the  House  they  should 

slote  the  evidence  on  this  Article  hy  again  calling  Mr.  Wright,  the 

mtant  General  to  the  India  Company,  to  give  in  evidence  the  totals  of 

qpfctrve  losses  to  the  Company  upon  the  several  articles  of  the  accounts, 

rj  appear  on  the  books  of  the  Company,  under  the  different  subjects 

id  in  the  Article  of  charge.  The  Counsel  for  the  defendant  objected  thai 

Boant  of  these  losses  could  not  be  taken  from  the  inferences  of  the 

mtant  General,  but  must  be  proved  to  the  House  by  producing  the  books 

ilfct  containing  the  respective  accoontf." 
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if  Friday,  in  which  he  states  that  he  continued  tosoMArmL 
not  fifteen,  but  twenty -five  per  cent,  upon  all  pur- 
and  five  per  cent,  upon  freights,  after  the  reduction. 
t  know  how  to  account  for  this ;  because  that  evidence, 
itedly,  came  out  stronger  than  I  expected,  and,  when 
d  for  fifteen,  I  was  as  much  surprised  to  find  the 
of  twenty-five  as  the  learned  gentleman. 

Mr.  Auriol  says  he  will  continue  to  supply  the  Com-  Condition  of 
ratuitously.  But  what  is  the  condition  that  he  annexes  ufMnhonour 
;ratuitous  offer  ?  He  annexes  the  original  condition  thJof^l? 
»unting  upon  honour.  Now,  when  I  see  a  man  who  JJiJjJfJE*" 
iO  justifying  a  commission  of  fifteen  per  cent — three 
he  usual  commission  given  to  merchants,  and  charged 
lings  upon  which  merchants  never  thought  of  charging 
en  I  sec  him  justifying  this  as  but  a  proper  compens- 
w  his  trouble  and  expense — when  I  see  him,  all  at 
ibandon  the  commission,  and  say — "  I  have  made 
I  of  this  commission.  Do  let  me  continue  to  supply 
ituitously," — that  he  adds  a  condition  to  account  upon 
;  adding  too — "or  such  other  obligation  as  you 
loose  to  impose  " — but  he  knew  too  well  with  whom 
dealing  to  fear  any  other  obligation  than  that  of 
ting  upon  lionour ;  —that  ho  says — "  Let  me  account 
onour,  and  I  will  supply  you  for  nothing ;" — as  well 
;ht ;  because  we  know  when  a  man  shall  destroy  his 
rs,  and  account  upon  his  own  assertion,  his  profit  is 
)wn  hands ; — then  that  very  circumstance  of  the  offer 
uitous  supply  induces  a  strong  suspicion  of  the  justice 
ith  of  his  former  accounts. 

Accountant  General  himself,  Mr.  Larkins,  of  whose  Audit  of  the 
rf  whose  qualities  and  whose  character,  you  have  had  Mj^fLarkins. 
nt  proof  before  you — Mr.  Larkins  seems  to  ridicule 
nsactiim.  He  state.-*,  in  the  grave  and  formal  style  of 
when  he  is  pa-ising  an  audit  of  this  gentleman's  ac- 
— "  I  have  cjist  up  the  additions  ;  I  have  calculated 
culations ;  I  find  them  right.  I  have  passed  the 
t,  because  the  agent  is  upon  honour."  My  Lords,  one 
think  that  was  done  almost  for  the  purpose  of  expos- 
e  transaction,  and  exciting  the  condemnation  and 
nent  of  the  court  of  Directors. 

ve  already  stated  to  your  Lordships  the  loss  upon  this  Agmvation 
ition,  and  I  will  only  take  this  opportunity  to  observe  v»f?uice 
is  no  inconsiderable  aggravation  of  the  extravagance  SiM>of  ***" 
his  article  that  it  was  for  the  supply  of  a  province  tSproiSice. 
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onderaiion  of  his  allowances,  to  supply  those  of  the  so  Hat  irn. 
irions  that  wasted  or  corrupted.  It  was  rather  more  of 
Btcoct  than  an  agency,  properly  speaking.  He  was  to 
s  certain  allowance,  to  enable  him  to  keep  up,  at  nil 
^  a  constant  and  even  supply  of  good  provisions,  taking 
f  the  bad  and  substituting  good  for  them  at  his  own 

I,  in  consideration  of  the  allowance.     This  was  stated  Their  rerom« 
merchants,  for  their  opinion,  from  the  Council.     The  "rSiper'^ 
luuits'   answer  was,  that  for  wastage,  decay,  &c.,  andjjjj^^™" 
Innge  of  stores,  twelve  per  cent,  was  sufficient ;  as  com- 
ion  for  his  trouble,  five  per  cent — here  again,  I  have 
ber  testimony  to  the  fact  I  advanced  in  the  last  article — 
vnrants  and  expenses,  three  per  cent ;  making  in   all 
rty  per  cent  per  annum  to  be  charged  upon  the  prime 
of  the  stores  in  that  garrison. 

iam  answer  from  the  merchants,  of  whom  Mr.  Croftes  was  Thirty  p^ 
who  was  not  likely  to  be  very  hostile  to  Mr.  Hastings'  SJJndSlS^' 
d  or  very   adverse    to   his  wishes — yet    even  he,   in  J^Ji."*"*" 
capacity  as     a    merchant,   could   not    but    subscribe 
be   opinions  of  the  other  two — Mr.  Hastings  no  sooner 
TC8,    but    he    proposes    thirty     per    cent,   instead   of 
itjTy  for  the  agent.     If  I   was  to  rest  this   accusation 
,  that,   having  agreed   to  take  the  opinion   of  proper 
yuB,  and  received  in  answer  that  twenty  per  cent  would 
proper  allowance,  and  at  which  tliey  would  undertake 
ilr.  Hastings  immediately,   in   the   face   of    that   esti- 
»y    raises  the   allowance  to  thirty  per    cent^   I   should 
Alia  is  evidence,   of  itself,   both   of  extravagance   and 
iption. 

aty  my  Lords,  I  have,  independent  of  that,  some  few 
\  circimistances  to  induce  your  Lordships  to  agree  with 
n  that.  I  do  not  go  into  the  calculation,  which  General 
wring's  minute  sets  forth,  of  the  other  profits  he  might 

0  in  the  article  ;  I  do  not  enter  into  these  calculations, 
use,  possibly,  they  may  have  been  taken  into  tho 
diants'  estimate.  But  1  will  just  gtop  for  a  moment  to 
eat  your  Lord^^hips  to  read  with  attention — I  need  not 

lam  sure,  with  diligence — these  minutes  in  Council,  Minutes  in 

1  these  different  transactions,  upon  which  I  have  had  the  op»Mition 
nir  to  address  your  Lordihips  to-day ;    for  in  them  you  \^J'  "■^ 

find,  not  only  the  best  and  the  ablest  arguments — 
Jtely  superior  to  any  that  my  poor  abilities  can  furnish 
iritht  to  offer  to  your  Lordships — but  vou  will  find  in 
the  greatest  spirit  of  integrity  and  ooedience  to  the 
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roe  by  the  allowances  of  nine  months.      Upon  that  30  mat  mi 
HIT  Lordships  will  be  able  to  form  some  opinion  of 
nt  and  extravagance  of  the  transaction. 

be  states,  in  another  part  of  this  account,  what  has  ProAt  on  tho 
B  actual  expense  by  the  changing  of  these  stores ;  J^IJI^J^ioij 
I  has  lost  by  selling  the  bad  stores  and  substituting  f«»r  waste 
es.  Upon  that  account,  in  the  course  of  two  years  ** 
B  months,  his  loss  is  4,000/.  The  whole  loss  upon 
iness  of  the  transaction,  upon  wastage,  decay,  and 
Df  bad  stores  for  good  of  equal  quantities,  was  4,000i. 
i  own  showing.  Now,  had  he  received  the  allowance 
ig  to  the  proposal  of  the  merchants  —  they  had 
twelve  per  cent  per  annum  upon  his  purcliases — 
I  the  amount  of  twelve  per  cent  per  annum  upon  tlic 
purchases,  would  have  been  10,700/.  Upon  their  own 
;,  the  actual  loss  incurred  in  the  change  of  stores  was 
and,  if  he  had  taken  the  merchants'  allowance  of 
per  centy  of  which  twelve  was  appropriated  to 
icic,  he  would,  upon  that  one  article  alone,  which 
itings  states  to  be  the  difficult  and  heavy  article  of 
ocy,  he  would  upon  that  alone,  in  two  years  nine 
have  made  6,700/.  net  profit.  I  state  this,  both  to 
lie  merchants'  estimate,  and  to  show  your  Lordships 
len  you  compare  that  with  the  detail  of  the  minutes, 
the  arguments  Mr.  Hastings  uses  in  justification  of 
iBaction,  you  may  see  to  what  trivial,  what  unworthy, 
»  and  subterfuges  they  are  driven,  to  justify  this 
if  extravagance  and  corruption. 

iOrds,  I  have  only  to  observe  to  you  that,  this  agency  Proposal  of 
X>ntinued  for  a  certain  time,  Mr.  Hastings  proposed  tn^i^^^n^ 
irt  it  into  a  contract  at  the  same  terms.     This  to  the  [."jJo^j^I^ 
y  was  luidoubtcdly  indifferent,  as  far  as  their  expense  tract. 
>ut  to  the  contractor  how  different  was  it !     Because  ThoHamo 
itings  converted  it  into  a  contract,   not  by  adver-  ^^^4  to 
vc  proposals  to  have  it  done  as  cheaply  as  possible,  ^^  ^^n- 
the  same  terms,  and   secured   the   benefit  to  the  nvcycan. 
or  for  five  years  to  come  !     This  was  converted  into 
et  upon  the  same  day  that  the  bullock  contract  was 
The  memorable  9th    of  August,  1779,  saw  both 
ack  transactions.     It  was  converted  into  a  contract 
sircumstances,    too,  of  peculiar  suspicion — namely,  Exi»ctation 
K>at  that  time,  the    Parliamentary   government  ofotflcS*" 
F  which  Mr.  Hastings  was  the  head,  was  about  to  be 
L     Mr.  Hastings  knew  nothing  of  the  continuance 
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!»:Tnuislate  that,  it  is— ''When  I  see  honest  and  able  men  somati791. 

rke  to  oppose  every  corrupt  transaction  which  I  am  doing 
tlie  benefit  of  a  favourite  individual/' — 

^I  Ottinot  hemtate  a  moment  to  declare  it  to  be  my  firm  belief  that, 
iMId  the  government  of  this  country  be  ])laced  in  the  hands  of 
^  pWMul  minority,  they  would  seek  the  ruin  of  every  man  con- 
JlpiM  with  me ;  it  is,  therefore,  only  an  a«H;  of  common  justice  in 
^~  to  wvAk  to  secure  them  as  far  as  I  legally  can  from  the  act  of  future 


m  to  wisbtc 


%'f  To  ruin  every  man  connected  with  him  ** — if  he  calls  it  Mr.  HMt- 
it  would  have  been  their  duty  to  have  overset  these  iSSonttlat 
ipt  and  extravagant  allowances;    it  would  have  been ^uwoiiid 


p  duty  to  have  endeavoured  to  defeat  those  unreasonable  5S^JJJJi,ig 
ifi  intolerable  contracts.     To  the  agency  they  would  have  ^^^"^ 
pft  an  end ;  that  he  knew  ;  because  an  agency  must  be  in  coundi. 
Ik  terms  and  nature  indefinite :  but  to  a  contract  he  knew 
|b  finend  would  have  the  security  of  law  on  his  side,  and  he 
that,  under  the  Government  which  he  thought  was  to 
to  him,  the  law  would  have  its  due  weight  and  full 


^Vnder  these  circumstances,  he  converted  this  agency  of 
pr,  Cfoftes  into  a  contract  Under  these  circumstances,  he 
iMtril  the  agency  of  Mr.  Belli  into  a  contract  for  five  years. 
linder  these  circumstances,  at  the  same  time,  he  created  the 
pflftftlr  contract  for  five  years,  having  previously  dissolved 
^  old  one,  which  existed  upon  moderate  terms.  Under 
^He  circumstances  and  with  this  view — though  at  a  later 
priodf  because  the  continuance  of  the  government  was  sus- 
pnded  only  from  year  to  year,  for  the  two  years  following, 
bth  in  1780  and  1781— he  may  have  had  the  same  motive 
IT  the  lengtli  of  time  which  he  gave  the  opium  contract, 
nd  for  other  things  of  the  like  nature.  But  your  Lord-  compared 
bips  Bee  him  here  determining  to  adopt  and  act  the{^^^J^|^ 
■rt  of  the  faithless  steward  in  the  Gospel.  He  is  there 
dllecting  those  who  were  to  account  with  tlie  Com- 
He  says — *^  Take  any  allowance  you  please,  only  let 
secore  it  for  a  long  term  of  enjoyment  to  you."  He 
li^bt,  perhaps,  rely  upon  their  ability  and  their  gratitude, 
baty  when  he  had  returned  to  England,  some  part  of  those 
ftTOurs  and  those  profits  which  he  had  thus  secure  to  them 
ught,  possibly,  ultimately  revert  to  himself. 

•  Eztnet  of  a  Consultation  of  the  4th  October,  1779.^Prlnted  in  the 
IGnatct  of  the  Eyidence/'  p.  1447. 
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dlock  con  tracts  formed  and  created  at  the  time  when80MATi79L 
■stings  thought  he  was  about  to  leave  India,  and  he 
cither  leave  his  successor  the  difficulty  of  providing 
B  extravagant  contract,  without  any  means  of  provision 
same,  or  the  odious  necessity  of  justifying  Mr.  Hast- 
pie  by  continuing  an  unjust  and  extorted  subsidy 
Kaja  of  Benares. 

collected  these  sums,  and  stated  them  on  that  point  r^h^  p^. 
tpirison  in  which  I  peculiarly  wish  your  Lordships  to  pUJJJiJ^n^^ 
•  them,  because  it  is  essential,  both  to  our  cause  and  to  ccHfity  to 
Me  of  public  virtue  and  justice,  that  a  man  shall  not  tynuuiy. 
Udself  of  a  false  pretence  of  public  necessity  to  justify 
Mts  of  tyranny  and  oppression,  when,  not  only  has  he 
r  been  the  author  of  that  necessity,  been  the  cause  of 
ut,  by  his  own  corrupt  and  extravagant  management^ 
utt  expense  has  been  wholly  and  totally  diverted  to 
i«8  of  corruption  merely. 

!  Commons  have  now  shown  to  your  Lordships,  through 
Rrent  Articles  of  this  accusation,  the  complete  picture 
.  Hastings'  government.  But  it  was  not  till  we  had 
ortanity  of  giving  you  the  evidence  upon  this  Article, 
e  could  state  the  piece  to  be  at  all  finished.  It  was 
1  now  that  the  principal  and  striking  figures  assumed 
%oper  colour,  stood  in  their  proper  place,  or  appeared 
ar  just  proportions.  It  is  now,  my  Lord.s,  that  the 
ions  think  they  have  made  out  for  you  a  whole.  It 
srefore,  in  this  present  moment  that  they  feel  full  omission  of 
Icnce  they  have  shown  you  the  greater  portion,  if  not  Artkiei  oT 
^  the  crimes  which  they  have  imputed  to  Mr.  Hastings  ;  ch*nw». 
•c  they  have  determined  rather  to  seek  the  end  of  sub- 
ial  and  speedy  justice — to  look  to  the  redress  of  wrongs 
to  obtaining  that  great  example  which  may  possibly 
otte  some  reformation  in  India ;  they  have  determined, 
'ng  that,  not  to  incur  the  hazard  of  losing  their  ends  by 
over  curious  and  over  anxious  to  provide  the  means 

r  Lords,  we  have  brought  before  you,  in  the  two  first  Proofs  csta- 
lea,  marks  enough  of  the  injustice,  of  the  public  want  tyrallny"an<i 
ith,  of  the  oppression,  of  tlie  tyranny,  of  Mr.   Hast-  "'""i'^'""- 
In  the  two  Articles  which  were  offered  in  the  two 
ears,  we  have  given  you  the  proofs  of  Mr.  Hastings' 
lal    corruption  ;     we    have    given    you    the    proofs 
s  money  which  he  has  taken  for  himself;     we   have 
I  your  Lordships  that>  amidst  most   of  these  acts  of 
toe  and  power,  his  own  rapacity  was  the  stimulating 
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culty  of  thid  prosecution;  that  we  have  not  shrunk  8omati791. 
18  obloquy  that  has  attended  it  We  shall  Iiave 
Dursclves  vigilant  asserters  of  their  interests.  For 
berest  thej  are  to  repress  public  peculation  and  public 
on.  Mj  Lords,  it  is  no  less  their  interest  to  watch 
3  protect  those  distant  provinces,  who  have  no  other 
on  but  the  vigour,  the  spirit,  the  energies  and  the 
of  the  people  of  England.  My  Lords,  we  shall  have 
r  part,  in  bringing  this  prosecution  ;  and  I  have  no 
liat  your   Lordships  will  do  your  part.     You  will 

the  admiration  and  respect — you  will  confirm  the 
on    and    submission — which    all    persons    in    this 

m\i8t  feel  for  your  Lordships'  tribunal.  It  is  with 
^  Lords,  now  to  discharge  your  duty  in  judging  upon 
3  with  as  much  zeal,  as  much  diligence,  as  we  have 
Ln  the  prosecution  of  it ;  and,  with  the  fullest  con- 

we  rely  upon  the  justice  and  propriety  of  your 
pe'  sentence.  It  is  with  this,  my  Lords^  the  Commons 
;eir  charge. 


It  H  ir 
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thankful  for  your  allowance  of  this  one  day  in  addition  2  juicb  1791. 
to  the  present  session.     I   hope   in  such  a  manner  to  avail 
myself  of  it  as  to  compensate  to  your  Lordships^  no  less 
than  to  myself,  for  the  trouble  of  this  short   attendance; 
ind  to  induce  your  Lordships  to  put  an  end  «peedily  and 
Ibr  ever  to  my  long  and  unexampled  prosecution. 
.  It  was  not  my  intention,  had  your  Lordships  complied  ji^."Po*«J- 
with  the  prayer  of  my  petition,  to  bring  a  laboured  defence  sontmgfaii 
before  you,  applied  to  every  allegation  in  the   Articles  ofaiuSc*'*** 
llie  proeecution  ;  neither  could  I  hope  that  your  Lordships  *[J5J^  **' 
iroald  endure  the  time  which  would  be  required  for  it.     Nor 
ftmld  I,  if  I  would,  produce  all   the  evidence  which  would 
bd  necessary  foi*  such  a  mode  of  defence.     Of  thirty -four  i>wpe"ion 

1  1  TIT  i*       'a  i'tii  ofwitneases. 

gentlemen  who  composed  the  list  ot  witnesses,  whom  1  had 
mginally  selected  for  examination  to  the  different  and  suc- 
^e8«ive  allegations  of  the  charge,  some  are  dead,  some 
fetnroed  to  their  service  in  India,  others,  after  an  annual 
bnt  fruitless  and  disheartening  attendance,  dispersed  in  un- 
blown parts  of  these  kingdoms,  or,  for  aught  that  I  can  tell, 
b  the  remoter  regions  of  Europe.  Those  whose  attendance 
C  eonld  engage  are  very  few  in  number — chiefly  gentlemen 
xmnected  with  me  by  the  habits  of  familiar  intercourse ; 
land  their  testimony,  for  that  reason,  liable  to  be  depreciated 
jiy  the  licence  which  the  Managers  have  assumed  with  the 
maracters  of  those,  even  of  their  own  witnesses,  whose  evi- 
dence has  flot  answered  their  expectation  of  it.  These, 
flioogh  competent  to  speak  in  my  behalf  in  matters  of  com- 
paratively le.-j.s  importance,  may  be  unacquainted  with  the 
greater  points  iu  my  defence.  My  evidence,  however 
■elected,  could  not  be  so  complete  as  it  might  have  been,  upon 
lome  points,  because  those  from  whom  stronger  testimony 
might  have  been  delivered  are  no  longer  within  my  reach. 

In  such  circumstances,  would  your  Lordships  admit  it  as  Disadvan- 
an  excuse  for  insufficient  evidence  that  T  should  have  lia3  better  aXnw, 
to  produce  had  my  trial  been  brought  within  the  compass  of  [SSiSnof 
a  reasonable  time  from  its  conmiencement  ?     Would  it  have  }^'  p™**"- 
been  permitted  to  me,  for  instance,   to  produce  the  minutes 
taken  by  my  Counsel  and  solicitor,  though  attested  by  them 
open  oath,  of  the  examination  of  the  late  Lieutenant  Colonel 
ESiton   to  a  series  of    acts  comniitttd  under  his  immediate 
DOtice,  and  all  proving  inc(mtc^tibly  the  dii^affection  of  Clieyt 
Sing,    and    a   determinate    plan   to  erect  his  independence 
on  our  external  and  growing  difficulties  ?     Yet  I  have  no 

ir  IT  2 
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I  deem  it  just  to  my  Counsel  to  declare  that^  although  In  sjuxsirsi 
all  matters  of  a  legal  nature  I  should  rely  most  implicitly  hisowTi 
vpon  their    advice,  and  although  I  liave  no   less   reliance  |oi{gJJ?^y\,^^ 
upon  their  personal  zeal  and  attachment  than  on  their  pro-  (!j,un°'|*V 
mnonal  talents^  yet  in  this  instance  I  have  followed  the  ofri^riugthc 
impulse   of  my   own  judgment  alonc>   without  the  aid  of  SSoc. 
tiieirs — and  even  against  it ;  for  it  was  not  a  decision  subject 
to  the  rules  of  legal  practice,  but  urged  by  internal  con- 
HderationSy  of  the  force  of  which  I  alone  could  be  the  judge. 
■    Tf  they  could  have  made  my  case  so  absolutely  their  own 
Mto  have  felt  the  same  impression  of  it  upon  their  minds 
diat  it  might  make  upon  mine^  still  they  could  not  advise 
me  to  act  upon  that  impression,  with  hazards  by  which  I  alone 
in%ht  be  the  sufferer^  and  which  it  might  be  possible  to  avoid 
by  waiting  to  a  distant,  though  indefinite,  season  for  asurer 
determination  of  my  trial  by  a  regular  and  detailed  process. 

My  Lords,  a  great  portion  of  my  life  has  passed  among  a  ^J^S"* 
people  with  whom  it  is  an  established  and  favourite  maxim  that  jiMikmeiit, 
*•  speedy  injustice  is  better  than  tardy  justice."  I  shall  not  adopt  deface.'??' 
diifl  sentiment  in  the  literal  extent  of  it ;  nor  from  your  Lord-  SJJ^SSton. 
diipe  shall  I  expect  other  than  at  least  intentional  justice. 
Bat|  even  to  your  Lordsliips,  highly  as  I  revere  your  authority 
md  trust  to  the  purity  of  your   decision,  I  will  dare  to  avow 
diat  I  would  rather  expose  myself  to  the  hazard  of  your  pre- 
lent  condemnation,  if  I  thought  there  was  a  hazard  of  it^ 
than   wait  to  another  year  for  ray  acquittxd,  with  the  un- 
certainty that  even  that  year  would  conclude  the  trial.    But,  ^*V}f^J* 
with  far  different  exiKctations^  I  now  declare  to  your  Lord-  of  the  pro- 
llups  that  I  am  willing  and  desirous  to  waive  my  defence  **•*"**""• 
of  the  charge   preferred  against   me   by  the  Commons  of 
England,  and  to  refer  myself  to  your  Lordships'  immediate 
judgment,  if  your  Lordships  will  be  graciously  pleased  to 
proceed  to  immediate  judgment  upon  it.     For  my  acquittal 
i  trust  most  confidently  to  the  evidence   adduced   by  my 
prosecutors  themselves,  to  make  good  their  charge ;  having 
myself  listened,  with  an  attention  scarce  ever  relaxed  or 
diverted  from  the  proceedings,  and  being  satisfied  that  not 
one  criminal  allegation  of  the  charge  has  been  established 
against  me,  and  almost  every  one  refuted   by  their   own 
evidence,  either  by  the  replies  of  their  oral  witnesses,  or  by 
the  written  documents  or  their  context,  aided  by  the  vigi- 
lance of  my  Counsel,  with  the  partial  and  mutilated   ex- 
tracts from  them  which  were  introduced  by  the  Managers. 
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prejudices   so   conceived   and    disseminated.       It  is  inipos- 2  juxe  itot. 
dble    for   me   to  refer  judges  of  this  dcj-cription — and  un- 
aecessary  for  me   to  refer  your  Lordships — for   the   true 
criterion  of  my  conduct,  to  the  real  and  legal  process — 1  Failure  of 
mean  to  tlie  evidence  adduced,  and  adduced  even  by  njy  1/,'.'/,'^.'' 
prosecutors    themselves ;    and   I   dare   to   repeat  that  this 
evidence  alone  is  sufficient  for  my  acquittal,  so  far  as  it 
sztends,  and  that,  where  it  does  not  acquit,  it  does  not,  in 
i  single  instance,  operate  to  my  conviction. 

My  Lords,  the  delay  has  in  some  measure  been  imputed  (^'ausoof  Uie 
:o  myself — how  unjustly  is  known  to  your  Lordships  and  ju^Syim- 
x>  all  who  have  attended  this  trial.  Iilm^if? 

It  has  been  said  that  I  might  have  answered  Article  by  oiiiioaition 
Article.      That  proposal  was  rejected  by  my  Counsel,  who  answ"JiSg 
ilone  were  capable  of  judgiug  of  its  i>ropriety.       But,  my  Arfieie.^** 
Lords,   who  could  have  thought   tliat  four  sessions  would 
elapse  before  I  should  have  an   opportunity  of  answering  ? 
There  was  no  j)reccdent  in  the  history  of  this  kingdom  of  a 
criminal  trial  lasting  even  through  one  session  of  Parlia- 
ment, much  less  through  five.       It  was  impossible  for  me  to 
avail  myself  of  the  experience  of  others  in  this  case,  though 
posterity  may  avail  itself  of  mine. 

But,  my  Lords,  with  respect  to  wilful  delay  on  my  part.  Waste  of 
there  never  was  a  more  unfounded  assertion :  lor,  whilst  my  flUtune. 
accusers  have  their  expenses  borne  by  the  public,  I  am 
continually  wasting  my  private  fortune — and  that  so  rapidly 
that  every  day's  delay  amounts  to  a  fine.  This  circumstance 
alone  was  sufficient  to  exculpate  me  from  every  charge  of 
delay  and  procrastination.  And  this  circumstance,  my 
Lords,  contributes  its  share,  though  I  own  but  a  small 
share,  in  urging  me  to  solicit  your  immediate  decision. 

My  Lords,  it  would  be  an  endle.>?s  tusk  to  enumerate  all  c<.mpro- 
the  Items  ot  accusation  which  have  been  made  use  ol  against  or  the 
me  during  the  course  of  this  long  and  tedious  trial.      I  have  ^''*"'"*^- 
been  represented   by  one  of  the  Managers — to  use  his  own 
terms — as  "an  encyclopicdia  of  criminality."      It  is,  how- 
ever, generally  speaking,  sufficient  for  the  j)erson  accused 
to  give  a  genertd  denial  to  general  charges  ;    but  it  will  not 
take  up  much  time  to  state  to  your  Lordsliips  the  substance 
of  the  general  charges  to  often  repeated  and  so  loudly  pro- 
claimed at  your  Lordships'  bar  and  to  the  public.     You  have 
been  told  that  I  have  ruined  and  depopulated  the  provinces 
entrusted  to  my  care;   that  I  have   violated  treaties,  and 
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H  speaking,  he  said  that "  the  hands  which  signed  them  were  2  Jrxs  nsu 
met  warm  with  the  thumbscrews  that  had  been  put  on  them."* 
Fhe  absurdity  of  this  declaration  was  such  as  to  require  no 
newer.  My  influence  in  India  has  long  ceased.  It  is  very 
ddom  that  mankind  are  grateful  enough  to  do  even  common 
BStice  to  a  fidlen  minister ;  and^  I  believe,  there  never  was 
n  instance,  in  the  annals  of  human  nature,  of  an  injured 
eople  rising  up  voluntarily  to  bear  false  testimony  in  favour 
f  a  distant  and  prosecuted  oppressor. 

In  answer  to  my  having  squandered  away  the  public  p<*"J{jJ«^ 
raarare,  I  have  only  to  refer  your  Lordships  to  the  amount  rcvenoet. 
t  the  expenses,  civil  and  militar}-,  of  the  government  of 
lengal,  during  my  administration  and  that  of  my  successor^ 
b  peace  and  in  war.  Let  the  balance,  which  is  very  con- 
iimble  in  my  favour^  determine  whether  I  have  been 
pnifiise  or  economical. 

In  answer  to  the  general  charge  of  disobedience  to  the  DiaoiKsdi- 
Olden  of  the  court  of  Directors,  1  will  not  pretend  to  say  onion  of  the 
lliat  I  have  in  no  instances  deviated  from  their  instructions.  ^*"^<^"' 
Mbet  assuredly  I  have.     But,  wherever  I  have  done  so,  I  xeccwity. 
Inst  I   shall   be  able  to  justify  those   deviations   by  the 
eeeesdty  of  the  case — and  by  the  event.     That  the  court  ''?**^5jg^ 
of  Dixectors  were  satisfied  with  the  general  line  and  tenor  of  ton. 
Oij  conduct  is  evident  from  the  thanks  which  I  have  been 
repeatedly  honoured  with  by  that  body.     I  have  further  to  ^^"JJ^^SL 
mjt  that  the  general  sense  of  the  Proprietors  has  been  at  all 
times  in  my  ravour,  for  I  have  had  repeatedly  their  thanks 
•Iso^  in  the  fullest  and  most  unqualified  manner. 

My  Lords,  I  am  sensible  that,  though  I  had  the  thanks 
nd  approbation  of  my  superiors  in  many  instances,  and 
diougn  it  is  acknowledged  by  many  of  those  who  voted  for 
nj  impeachment  that  my  services  were  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance, and,  in  fact,  have  preserved  India  to  this  country 
—I  am  sensible^  I  say,  that,  notwithstanding  these  tlianks 
md  services,  it  is  still  possible  for  me  to  have  committed 
oaany  reprehensible  actions,  and  that  the  performance  of  a 
fljonsand  meritorious  deeds  may  be  no  proof  of  innocence  in 
Dtlier  transactions. 

My  Lords,  although  I  have   fully  and   irrefutably  an-  ^'SfSi*^ 
iweied  all  the  general  charges  urged  against  me,  I  cannot  i><2|^nth« 


the  Speech  of  Mr.  Burke,  in  openiDg  the  sixth  Article  of  the  Charge, 
pvtelsd  in  tht  present  volume,  p.  5. 
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inutes  of  the  different  members  of  the  Council,  and  from  2  Jrms  1791. 
e    resolutions   of  the   whole.     Upon   these   minutes   and 
■olutions  they  have  rested  Cheyt  Sing's  right  of  indepcn- 
Hocy.     My  Lords,  I  scarcely  need  tell  you  that,  whatever 
ir  Yarious  resolutions  or  opinions  might  be,  individually  or 
lUectively,  they  could  not  affect  the  right  or  title  of  Cheyt  ^e^l-asa 
ingr  to  the  zamindiiry,  nor  the  tenure  by  which  he  held  it.  ^^"" 
!e  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  zamindar.     His  sanad 
id    patta   were    made  out,    not  from   a  copy   of    stipula- 
DD8  and  agreements  between  him  and  the  Company,  I  ut 
wn  the  common  foimulas  of  such  instruments  granted  to 
imiindars  in  the  Company's  original  provinces.     The  Kaja 
pretended  any  right   to   stipulate   or  demand.      He 

content  with  what  the  Company  was  pleased  to  allow 
My  Lords,  I  do  again  in^^ist  upon  it  that  no  argu- 
iy  votes  or  resiolutions,  of  our  Board  could  confer  any 
^it  or  title  upon  Cheyt  Sing  which  he  did  not  possess 
am  his  patta  and  sanad.  Therefore  the  whole  of  the 
rjdence  which  the  Managers  have  brought,  respecting  our 
ivioua  opinions  on  the  rights  of  Cheyt  Sing,  is  null  and 
md;  and  he  must  be  considered  the  same  as  any  other 
vnindar  of  the  British  Government,  with  the  exception  of 
RSiain  privileges  conferred  upon  him,  which  were  accurately 
afined  in  the  sanad  and  pattiu  Perhaps  there  never  was  a 
ore  unfair  attempt  to  delude  a  court  of  justice  than  that  of 
^ting  me  answerable  for  violation  of  a  treaty  with  an 
dependent  prince,  who  had  no  other  claim  to  independence 
^^n  that  of  being  so  styled  in  some  of  our  debates  in  Council, 
V^ough  the  inaccuracy  of  language. 

It  follows  from  what  I  have  said,  that,  if  every  Govern-  '^^^^'5^5;^^^ 
^^nt  has  in  time  of  danger  and  necessity  a  right  to  increase  to  increaM'^ 
•.e  taxes  and  revenues  upon  their  subjects,  we  had  also  the  tribute.  "^** 
^*xie  right  to  increase  the  tax,  rent  or  revenue — or  what- 
^«r  name  be  given  to  Cheyt  Sing's  yearly  payments — upon 
•■ix  who  was  our  subject,  whenever  necessity  should  require 

And  of  that  necessity  Government  only  could  judge. 
«*ege,  my  Lords,  were  my  sentiments  at  the  time  when  I 
l^ved  in  Council  for  a  temporary  subsidy  to  be  paid  by 
'heyt  Sing.  These  are  my  sentiments  at  the  present 
foment  I  considered  taxation  and  ])rotection  as  inseparably 
^*8iDg  from  each  other.  1  never  did  look  upon  the  sanad 
•  exempting  Cheyt  Sing  from  the  customary  demands 
^Aich  all   superior    states  in  India  make  upon   their   de- 
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reign  territory.     He  must  have  been  immensely  rich,  2  JrKE  iwi. 
small  fine  would  not  have  been  felt  as  any  punishment 
nan  of  his  opulence.     But,  my  Lords,  whether  I  was  xocossities 
or  right  in  my  intention,  I  had  no  other  view  in  itof^»»eCom- 
lat  of  relieving  the  necessities  of  the  Company  by  an 
ich  I  conceived  to  be  strictly  just.    And,  after  all,  there 
I7  can  be  no  crime  in  an  unexecuted  intention — an 
on  which  the  Kaja  knows  not  to  this  hour,  and  which 
ibly  might  have  altered  upon  the  Baja^s  submission 
omise  of  better  conduct. 

next  point  of  criminality  is,  that  I  appointed  a  sue-  Appoint. 
after  the  expulsion  of  Chey  t  Sing,  and  increased  the  M^r?and^ 
es  to  17  lacs  of  rupees  annually.    My  Lords,  there  was  "ribSef  ^^ 
mative  between  the  restoration  of  Chey  t  Sing  and  the 
tment  of  a  successor.     The  former  was  impossible,  and 
tier  consequently  unavoidable.      In  my  choice  of  a 
K>r,  I  was  guided  by  the  rules  of  consanguinity  and 
taiy  succession ;  and,  in  settling  the  revenues,  I  did 
ij  duty  to  the  Company  required  of  me,  I  fixed  their 
t  from  the  best  information  of  the  country's  abilities  to 
And  the  annual  payments  of  the  same  sum  from 
me  to  the  present,  with  trifling  balances   in    some 
which  have  since  been  realised,  are  a  sufficient  testi- 
rf  its  not  being  overrated. 

xre  I  quit  this  Article,  it  may  be  necessary  to  call  the  Anprobation 
on  of  your  Lordships  to  another  point.  Acting,  as  I  ?ecu>w?*' 
ider  a  delegated  authority,  I  maintain  that,  whenever 
leriors  had  information  both  of  my  opinion  and  con« 
nd  expressed  no  disapprobation  of  either,  their  silence 
led  to  an  approbation,  and  may  be  justly  pleaded  by 
ft  full  justification  of  my  conduct.  When  I  first  pro- 
the  demand  of  five  Incs  of  rupees  a  year,  during  the 
doubt  was  started  by  Mr.  Francis  as  to  our  right  of 
5  it  I  recorded  my  opinion  tliat  we  possessed  the 
irhich  is  inherent  in  all  Governments,  of  calling  upon 
subjects  for  extraordinary  aids  upon  extraordinary 
sncies,  and  that  wc  were  not  precluded  from  excr- 
that  right  by  any  engagement  made  with  Cheyt  Sing. 
ind  debate  arose  at  the  Board  upon  the  same  question, 
sequence  of  his  delays  and  evasions,  and  a  pointed 
ice  was  made  of  the  question  in  both  instances  to  the 
\(  Directors,  from  whom  I  never  received  one  word  of 
3  or  disapprobation  of  what  wo  continued  to  do,  and 
:ly  reported  in  our  letters  and  minute.'^,  for  three  years 
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118  were  taken  by  my  accusers  to  represent  me  as  guilty  2  ju5ei79i. 
the  most  atrocious  cruelties  and  barbarities  in  the  act  of 
omption.     I  have,  however,  the  happiness  to  find  that  it 
totally  unnecessary  for  me  to  enter  into  an  exculpation 
DOTBelf  with  regard  to  the  latter  part,  for  the  evidence 
Oftptiun   Jaques  and  Major  Gilpin  clearly  proves,  not 
y  tnat  no  cruelties  were  committed  in  the  manner  which  ^'^t  rcspon- 
iteted  in  the  Articles,  but,  if  there  really  had  been  any  cruciticw. 
ttblties  committed^  no  blame  could  be  imputed  to  me  nor  to 
fjierson  acting  under  the  British  Government. 
Inat  the  resumption  of  the  Begum's  jagirs  and  the  re-  The  resump- 
nption  of  her   treasure  had  my  approbation,   I  readily  ja^VrMui^ 
miL     Nay  more,  I  admit  that,  after  1  had  given  my  con-  ^"^"""e^ 
At  to  the  Nawab's  resuming  the  jagirs  and  resuming  all  the 
Msares,  I  did  earnestly  urge  him  to  carry  his  intentions 
to  effect     My  Lords,  at  the  time  of  my  giving  this  cou- 
nt, I  was,  from  the  intelligence  which  I  had  received,  fully  DisafTcction 
nvinced  of  the  Begum's  disaffection  to  our  Government.  Begum. 
>  wa8  not  my  opinion  only,  but  it  was  the  general  rumour 
*tiie  country  that  she  and  her  ministers  aided  and  supported 
tseji  Sing  in  his  rebellion.     That  such  was  the  general 
■Mmr  and  public  opinion  is  evident  from  the  affidavits 
Mdy  before  your  Lordships.     And,  notwitlistanding  the  AOidavits. 
Bttnity  of  the  Managers,  who  laboured  to  explain  away 
cir  meanings,  they  still  contain  and  afford  the  most  ample 
Bof  of  the  hostile  intentions  both  of  the  Begum  and  her 
Ksiiters  towards  our  government.     But,  had  the  continua- 
Hi  of  this  session   enabled  mc  to  enter  into  a  detsiiled 
ftncc,  I  could  have  brought  the  most  irresistible  evidence 

prove,  not  only  the  general  rumour  and  opinion,  but  also 
Mthe  Begum  did,  througli  her  ministcris  actually  lend  her 
Stance  to  our  enemies. 

•Jfy  Lords,  I  believe  there  is  no  state  in  the  world  that  TheCom- 
Kuiders  a   guarantee,  made  in  favour   of   another   state,  rnutee. 
^og  any  longer  than  whiL-*t  they  continue  in  amity  with 
^  other.     The  first  hostile  act  of  the  party  guaranteed  ia 
^  must  be  a  sufficient    rca.^jon  for  withdrawing  protection. 

is  not  expected  that  we  sliould  protect  our  enemies.  It 
true  the  Begum  could  not  be  considered  as  the  Queen  or 
Opress  of  an  independent  8tato.  She  was  properly  a  jagir- 
f,  under  the  dominion  of  her  son,  and,  perhaps,  there  was 
*ch  more  internal  criminality  in  making  the  guarantee 
^H  In  withdrawing  it.  The  act  of  making  it  was  not 
tie.     It  was  done  by  the  Resident,  without  the  knowledge 
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when  he  died,  and  w-hlch  the  son  was  obliged  to  pay.  It  2  Jcxe  1791. 
10  nothuig  more  than  id  done  frequently  in  our  courts  of 
imtice,  who  will  compel  an  avaricious  mother  to  divide 
Mr  deceased  husband's  property  with  her  children,  by  an 
Bxecution  on  her  goods  or  imprisonment  of  her  person. 
[f  there  would  have  been  nothing  improper  in  the  Nawab's 
ifltiog  upon  his  right  in  the  first  instance,  there,  could 
nothing  unnatural  in  what  he  did  in  the  second  instance  : 
only  exercised  a  right  whicli  he  was  restrained  from 
by  foreign  influence,  which,  as  I  have  said,  was 
ioC  very  properly  exerted.  But,  my  Lords,  whether  our 
Aterference  in  the  original  dispute  between  the  mother  and 
he  son  was  right  or  not,  it  is  certain  she  was  intitled  to 
■r  favour  no  longer  than  while  she  continued  to  deserve  it 

My  Lords,  after  I  had,  upon  the  fullest  conviction  of  the  S^JSJjion 
legum's  diMiffection  to  our  government,  consented  to  the^^^^o 
awimption  of  the   treasure   and    jagirs,  it  is   true  I  was  fun^ipn^f 
leairDUS  of  having  it  carried  into  immediate  effect ;  but  the  ^^^^^J^**^™* 
iption  of  the  jagirs  was  first  proi>09ed  by  the  Nawab 
If  to  be  general,  and  the  point  upon  which  I  after- 
rivdfl  pressed  him  was,  that  of  resuming  the  jagirs  from  his 
ideriies,  a  description  of  men  that  were  by  no  means  deserv- 
ig  of  his  countenance  or  favour.     He  never  was  averse  to 
he  resamption  of  the  jagirs  which  were  held  by  his  mother; 
mt,  rather  than  extend  that   resumption  to  his   orderlies, 
boogh  originally  proposed  by  himself,  he  would  have  aban- 
hnra  the   pkn  altogether.      This  I  opposed  strenuously, 
btcause,  having  committed  myself  by  the  assent  I  gave,  I 
60inld  not  brook  the  idea  of  my  name  being  made  use  of  for 
Ite  purpose  of  making  so  unworthy  a  distinction,   which 
ttost  have  affected  both  the  character  of  myself  and  of  the 
Biu;lidh  government. 

Much  criminality  has  been  imputed  to  my  ncfflect  of  the  rrctcnded 
bompanys  orders,  which  enjoined  me  to  make  a  judicial  DinH^on  to 
iequiry  into  the  truth  of  the  Begum's  disaflection.    My  Lords,  "JaHiiqlSry 
[positively  deny  now,  as  I  did  at  the  time  in  Bengal,  that  jy^i^Hm^adta- 
my  order  was  transmitted  to  us  to  make  any  inquiry  at  all.  air.  ction. 
hiA  if,  upon  any  construction  of  language,   it  had   been 
ieemed  an  order,  which  it  was  not  by  any  one  member  of  the 
Board,  it  would  have  been  an  act  of  insanity  in  us  to  obey 
t  in  August,  1783,   When  a  perfect  reconciliation  had  taken 
dace  between  the  Nawab  and  his  mother.     Such  an  inquiry 
irould  have  thrown  all  the  Nawab's  dominions  into  utter 

VOL   II.  I  I 
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owever,  mean  to  say  that  the  want  of  money  for  the  public  2  Juirami. 
»rvice  would  have  induced  me  to  take  the  very  measures 
did.  Neither  is  it  necessary  to  say  what  measures  I 
lould  have  taken^  under  other  circumstances^  to  procure 
le  speedy  payment  of  the  Nawab's  debt.  But  it  would 
»ve  been  highly  criminal  in  me,  had  I  neglected  or  refused 
\  jpve  my  assent  to  the  Nawab's  proposition,  which  was 
nuded  in  justice  and  expediency,  both  for  his  government 
id  ours,  and  particularly  at  a  time  when  treasure  was  so 
luch  wanted  for  the  payment  of  our  armie&     My  Lords,  I  Defence  of 

>  most  solemnly  declare   that  I  acted  to  the  best  of  my  "^^  ^^ 
idffment,  paying  due  regard  on  the  one  hand  to  the  laws  of 
latice,  and  on  the  other  to  the  interest  of  my  employers. 

o  myself,  individually,  it  was  a  matter  of  no  moment 
>w  the  exigencies  of  the  service  were  supplied,  so  they  were 
staally  and  effectually  supplied.  I  could  have  no  undue 
las  upon  my  mind,  for,  had  I  been  inclined  to  act  cor- 
iptly,  I  might  have  found  my  own  account  in  forbearance 
it  not  in  exaction. 

The  next  charge,  my  Lords,  is  that  of  the  presents,  and  it  ciuui^of 
Yides  itself  into  two  parts — to  wit,  that  of  the  concealed,  ^^^^^ 
id  that  of  the  avowed  presents. 

In  answer  to  the  first,  I  need  only  say  that  there  is  no  Coiicaded 
roof  before  your  Lordships  of  my  having  accepted  anything  p*"®^" 
!ore  than  the  common  ziafiit;  and  even  of  this  there  is  no  J^jwai  enter- 
Jier  proof  than  my  own  admission.     I  will  not  pretend  to  griven  to  % 
my,  I  never  did  deny,  that  I  accepted  the  usual  entertain-  ^" 
ents  which  were  then — for  it  was  previous  to  the  Act  of 
arliament  prohibiting  the  receipt  of  presents — usually  given 

>  the  visitor  by  the  visited.    The  Nawab  of  Bengal  received  aiSSSoei 
thousand  sicca  rupees  a  day,  for  a  similar  entertainment,  p«"d*v  the 

om  the  Company,  as  often  as  he  visited  the  Governor  in  tiio  N^nib 
alcutta.     It  is  usual  in  the  country  ;  and  it  is  impossible  °  ' 

IT  any  person  to  read  any  oriental  history  without  knowing 
lat  the  custom  has  prevailed  all  over  the  East,  from  the 
i06t  ancient  times  to  the  present.  My  predecessors,  as  1 
as  informed,  had  received  the  same,  and  it  was  never  held 
riminal  in  them.  I  can  most  solemnly  affirm  for  myself — 
dd  I  dare  say  it  might  be  said  for  my  predecessors  also — 
lat  I  did  not  add  one  rupee  to  my  fortune  by  this  allow- 
ice ;  and  I  am  confident  I  must  have  charged  as  large  a 
im  to  the  Company,  if  it  had  not  been  paid  to  me,  according 
»  invariable  usage,  from  the  nizamut. 

II  2 
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this  mode  of  attack  and  to  efface  the  suspicions  which  they  2  June  itoi. 
endeavoured  to  raise,  I  have  the  oath  of  Mr.  Larkins,  a  man 
of  the  highest  character  for  truth  and  honour,  whose  inte- 
grity has  been  repeatedly  acknowledged  by  Earl  Corawallis, 
the  Board  of  Control  and  the  court  of  Directors,  and  whom 
I  believe  to  be  as  rigidly  honest  a  man  as  any  in  Europe. 
That  there  arc  variations  in  the  different  accounts  I  admit. 
Many  mistakes  I  have  made,  which  have  struck  me  with  as  AdmLssion 
much  astonishment  as  they  could  possibly  strike  any  of  your  ^' 

Lordships.  If  there  had  been  any  act  done  by  me  a  few 
^ears  ago  of  wliich  I  conceived  myself  warranted  to  speak 
•rith  a  more  perfect  recollection  than  another,  it  was  this, 
that,  before  I  left  Calcutta  in  July,  1781,  I  had  indorsed  the  indorso- 
txmds  of  which  your  Lordships  have  heard  so  much,  and  had  SJni?'***^ 
left  them  with  Mr,  Larkins  to  deliver  them  up  to  the 
Council  in  the  event  of  my  death.  So  desirous  was  I  that 
the  statement  of  this  fact  should  not  rest  upon  my  asser- 
tion, that  I  desired  a  search  might  be  made  at  the  India 
House  for  those  bonds,  or  the  copies  of  them,  but  none  were 
\o  be  found.  I  then  requested  Major  Scott  to  write  to 
Mr.  Larkins  in  my  name,  and  to  desire  a  search  to  be  made 
hr  them  in  Calcutta,  and,  if  found,  that  they  might  be 
publicly  transmitted  to  the  Company,  They  were  found ; 
they  were  sent  to  the  Company  in  1789  by  Earl  Cornwallis, 
lit  the  express  requisition  of  Mr.  Larkins,  who  states  in  his 
letter  that  he  made  that  requisition  at  my  desire,  transmitted 
to  him  by  Major  Scott.  But,  to  my  utter  surprise,  the 
indorsement  of  the  bonds  is  not  dated  till  the  29th  of  May, 
1782. 

After  this  fact,  my  Lords,  I  am  as  ready  as  any  man  to  imprudence 
leknowledge  that  I  have  been  imprudent,  in  a  degree  that  l^Ispcctu^ 
merits   some   of  the   reflections   so   illiberally   thrown  out  J^^quJ" 
igainst  me,  for  having  written,  as  I  have  too  often  done,  on  docunivnts. 
natters  of  account  in  which  I  have  myself  been  previously 
roncerned,  without  having  a  single  paper  or  document  of 
my  sort  near  me  at  the  time  I  wrote.      For  I  admit  it  to 
bave  been  well  observed  bv  the  Manager  who  closed  the 
Article  of  presents,  that  I  not  only  affirmed  I  had  indorsed 
the  bonds  in  the  middle  of  1781,  but  had  assigned  a  reason 
lor  so  doing,  namely,  lest  I  should  die  during  my  absence 
From  Calcutta.* 


*  See  the  ipeech  of  Mr.  Fox.  delivered  on  the  7th  of  June,  I79C,  and 
printed  in  the  present  volume,  p.  336. 
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ndia   to  Great  Britain,   from  the  hour   in  which    I   was  -J^yg^T^i. 
nformcil  that  France  meant  to  strain  every  nerve  to  dispute 
hat  empire  with  us,  to  bestow  a  thought  upon  myself  or  my 
rwn  private  fortune. 

With  respect  to  my  having  violated  an  Act  of  Parliament,  violation  of 
!  do  by  no  means  admit  that  I  have  done  it.     That  depends,  uament!*'" 
lOt  upon  what  I  have  done,  but  upon  what  your  Lordships 
nay  do — that  is,  upon  what  construction  your  Lordships 
day  put  upon  the  disputed  clause.     I  can  only  say  that  I  Customary 
nterpreted  it  to  the  best  of  my  judgment ;  and,  if  I  have  ISbUcS?* 
rved^  I  have  done  so  in  common  with  many  others.     No 
enon  ever  suggested  to  me  that  the  Act  of  Parliament 
ej^ved  the  Company  of  the  right  of  receiving  the  custoni- 
ry   presents,  till   I  heard   that   interpretation   from  some 

ibera  of  the  House  of  Commons,     My  Lords,  I  should  Piea  of  error 

•  .  •  'i^i/*  T        11-*        1.      n  ••i«A     in  intcrpret- 

it  impossible  tor  your  Lordships  to  fix  any  criminality  inKthe 
ipon  incurable  ignorance.  I  say  incurable,  for  though  your  '*******^* 
jOrdBhips  should  punish  me  in  the  severest  manner  for  this 
liatake,  the  example  can  be  of  no  use  to  the  present  gcner- 
tion,  or  to  posterity,  for  you  can  never  give  a  common 
nderatanding  the  powers  of  diving  into  the  latent  meaning 
f  an  obscure  clause  in  an  Act  of  Parliament,  a  clause  of 
rhich  its  real  but  latent  meaning  is  at  variance  with  its 
;rammatical  construction.  But  a  criminality  of  this  nature 
DUBt  depend  as  well  upon  the  understanding  of  the  judges 
8  of  the  party  accused ;  for  it  is  possible  that  his  interpret- 
tion  may  be  right  and  their's  wrong. 

But,  my  Lords,  I  have  two  observations  to  make,  either  of 
rhich  alone  would  be  a  full  answer  to  the  point  of  criminality. 
?int,  that  there  can  be  no  criminality  in  unavoidable  error  ; 
or,  thongh  it  is  a  maxim  in  law  that  ignorance  is  no  excuse, 
t  goes  upon  this  supposition,  that  information  was  possible, 
rhich  in  my  case  it  was  not.  Secondly,  that  connnunis  error 
^aeit  jus ;  for  everybody  that  I  had  occasion  to  converse 
»r  correspond  with  seemed  to  understand  the  clause  in  the 
ame  light  as  I  did.  I  must  here  conclude  my  comment 
ipon  this  Article,  with  again  declaring  the  purity  of  my  in-  Purity  of 
entions ;  that  I  accepted  the  presents  for  the  good  uf  my  ^"^*"  ™ 
anployers ;  and  that  I  employed  them  in  their  service,  at  a 
ime  when  the  government  of  India  was  distressed  beyond 
he  power  of  description. 

My  Lords,  the  fourth  Article  is  that  of  contracts  and  allow- 
noes.  It  comprehends,  in  a  government  of  thirteen  years,  five 
Afferent  heads.     The  first  is,  that  I  gave  Mr.  Sullivan  a  con- 
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tJcvBun.  tnct  forofihira  which  proTci)  very  lucrative  Uiliia,aadl 
r-ri»^  gsTV  it  witbwut  putiiog  \t  up  to  the  low ot  bkUef.  T 
Hil^'^  are  tme,  «dJ  it  «»  incumbent  ujioa  me  m  e3]ttiuii  cvm  i 
o«^*»-  etincc  in  tl>c  tnxiuqctioii.  It  w»3  t  luv^trll'  thai  cn«al  M 
trS/*^  •ouree  of  rcvvnuc  lor  tbc  Omifuiir,  luul  thrj'  diflTTil  ooti 
••*  adrantaep  from  it — above  hnlf  n  mil'liun  "terlini;,  in  my  j?"0»- 

._     t.    The  valae  of  tlio  opium  ctimnict  vrw  firtl  aKunusuA 

^aS^  W  XMtion,  Slid  wc  accepted  the  |>r(i{>o»;il*  i>r  Mr.  Grifilfi  uJ 

Mr.  Wllum,  who  were  the  Ii)nr<;9t  u(  thirteen  iMtklcre.    Wt 

gave  it  to  tbem  a  feontl  year;  at>d  in  1777  tluf  ooaliact  •« 

given  to  a  bieod  of  %lr.  FnuiciA,  to  a  3Ir.  Mieketioe,  *^ 

htjul   it   three   yean   upon    the    furmcr  teems,  aad  it  M> 

then  ipTcn  In  bun  furoaG  year  lotitnrr.     It  wac  nc»  pm  ■> 

na»       Ur    Sallivau,  who,   it  sccin*,   rofU   thi;  cnntnict  it  ■  ^ 

C^Fwf     advanced  me  tn  Mr.  Beiui,  who  aTienrardd  suU  tl  n  Ui. 

Voong.  bnl  of  ihift  aolc  I   ■vnu  ulltrly  igooraiil  oalil  lAs 

BIT  arrival  in  Eci^loiw);  and   Mr.  SuUiviui  waf,  dimqdt 

whole  iforiixl  of  ht9  contract,  ihi;  punoa  reepoiifflht*:  toi> 

Eait  India  CtiHipupy,     My  Lnordis  tt  was  impoadliie  *»■• 

t«  know  tho  exact  price  oT  opinm  tn  the  provbci:*;  ■!>> 

now  appears  upuo  ovialcnoe  thnt  it  wiu  pimhisod  bjik 

Moood  oontiacton  mach  dicjipcr  than  ever  it  htdhaitf 

the  PMan  Council,  ivbcD  tbcy  enjoyed  it  oa  a  pcn)iiiflK 

•miwa,!      Tlw  only  quc^tlin)  llmt  can  be   aekitj   here  a — ■ltT»' 

Sic**     B<rt  ^  oomtiact  put  up  lo  nuction,  acrardia^  to  llie  C» 

pany'f  ofdn?     To  this,  my  Lonle,  I  aiMWCft  thatvptn*^ 

of  that  naluro,  and  to  itnblo  to  fraaO*  nod  odultcn^  1^ 

tmf^mm  it  WW  d«!triiaimtal  to  the  intcrust^  of  the  CoDi|auiy  wpf 

tUSiSr**  contract  npcn  nidi  low  tcnos  aj  to  drive  the  amlnevU 

tlw  moenty  nf  defaasiog  iU  quality,  to  preserve  lunwtf  f* 

loH.     It  w«a  abMlotdy  ococeeory  in  such  a  t^mse,  oe  tt  M* 

may  others  to  have  a  man  of  credit,  lionoitr  and  jiwf«9' 

upon  whom  we  eonid  rely  for  the  faithful  and  jiul  {Km** 

-  e  of  hii  e-     " 


Hy  Lords,  it  was  objected  that  &tr.  Sullivaa  wa«  tvijoii^ 
and  mexpcricoccd  formioh  nn  umploymant  But  ihoee^ 
made  the  objection  did  not  advert  to  tim  contjilei  *^~ 
that  the  Kuuc  objeciioa  wiiutd  lie  against  ^(r.  3llacli 
and  it  would  operalo  against  the  oppointaient  of  I 
member  oT  Cuunoil  who  had  nf  Into  I>cdd  »cot  lip  I 
Surely  tnexpencncc  in  tbegntvrth  and  uwnufucturc of  tqi* 
and  inex)>cnet>cv  in  the  uodcd  and  Ibniw-  of  goierumuM iff 
expoeed  to  Itaxartl*  of  very  difTcrcut  luagnitude  and  o  ' 
qumcet 
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An  objection   has   been   raised   against  Mr.  Sullivan  on  2  Ju5e  i7ui. 
soount  of  his  being  called  my  assistant.     By  assistant  it  3ir.  suTii. 
18  not  meant  colleague  in  office,  or  participant  in  power,  Ji^iJti«t. 
ttta  more  respectable  name  for  a  secretary  or  writer. 

The  next  head  is,  the  army  cattle  contract.     Upon  this  I  '^^^^^^^^^ 
m  charged  with  corruption  and  waste  in  the  rates,  and 
in  the  increased  numbers  of  the  cattle.     The  corrup- 
,  I  conclude,  alludes  to  some  inordinate  profit  in  it.     To  proiit  lew 
DB   I   answer,   that   the  profit  was  solemnly  attested  by  JJrtcd.*' 
[r.  Ferguson,  oflTering  to  confirm  it  by  oath,  that  fifteen 
tr  cent*  per  annum  was  the  extent  of  the  profit  during  the 
■r,  and  that  profit  still  liable  to  outstanding  debts.    This,  so 
r  from  being  an  exorbitant  profit,  amounted  to  no  more 
mn  a  reasonable  agency. 

But  I  should  first  have  answered  the  charge  of  breach  of  Boasonfor 
dera,  in  not  putting  the  contract  up  to  auction  and  accepting  irtoauSkS. 
le  lowest  bidder.  The  army  contract  had  for  many  succes- 
re  jeara  been  put  up  to  annual  sale,  until  it  had  been  beaten 
vwn  to  rates  unequal  to  the  service.  This  came  in  proof  he- 
re me  For,  when  the  war  was  spreading,  the  contractor 
nw  himself  upon  our  equity,  and  declared  he  could  not 
llbrm  the  service  upon  the  terms  he  had  undertaken.  The 
rms,  in  consequence  of  that  representation,  were  revised 
Md  amended,  the  Board  having,  in  the  year  1778,  granted 
iditional  allowances  because  the  former  were  insufficient. 
OfW  was  it  possible  to  advertise  for  the  lowest  bidder,  while 
d  were  rejecting  the  lowest  bidder  and  admitting  the  expe- 
enC7  of  raising  his  terms?  The  thing  required  by  the 
ompany  was  impracticable. 

As   to  the   extravajmnce  of   the  rates,  these  had   been  A»»orted  ex- 
rmed   with   the    advice  of  the   best   informed  and  most  of  rates. 

Krienced  officers.  This  point  was  also  brought  in  proof 
•e  me ;  for,  when  General  Goddard's  army  wsis  to  march 
iroaa  India,  they  had  scarcely  quitted  our  provinces  when 
le  contractor  proved  himself  once  more  obliged  to  throw 
mself  upon  the  justice  of  the  Board,  notwithstanding  the 
iaed  rates  which  he  found  inadequate  to  the  service.  He 
lerefore  prayed  that  some  other  might  do  the  service  ;  and 
B  prayer  was  granted. 

The  excess  of  numbers  is  next  to  be  considered  :  6,700  ^*SbSrt  or 
ere  appointed  for  an  army  of  35,000  men.      No  detach-  buiio<rk«. 
ent  marched  that  did  not  require  a  much  larger  proportion 
lan  these  numbers  bore  to  the  whole  army.     The  army 
)w  in  the  field,  of  18,000  men,  has  23,000  head  of  cattle. 
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Dtinucd  to  hiin  by  the  Company ;  for  it  was  unreason   "  JiyEmi. 
t  he  should  take  the  field  upon  the  allowances  which 
lecessor  enjoyed  for  staying  in  Calcutta.     I  so  well 
le  Talue  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  presence  on  the  coast, 
ime  when  the  army  was  defeated  and  dispirited,  that 

I  hardly  anything  he  could  have  asked  which  I  should 
re  given  him. 

Lords,  I  must  also  pray  you  to  advert  to  the  circum-  Higher 
of  General    Stibbert,   who  was   an   inferior   officer,  (ionerai^^  *" 
:  an  allowance  of  above  80,000  rupees  a  year,  while  whlK 

II  Coote   was   restricted   to   60,000.      Could    it   be  *'*"*?"- 

men  18 

ed  that  he  should  have  been  satisfied  with  that 
iiig  difference,  at  the  same  time  that  he  was  upon 
wrvice  and  liable  to  many  additional  expenses,  while 
ll  Stibbert  was  at  ease  in  cantonments  or  garrison  ? 

impossible  for  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  allowance,  as  settled 
t,  to  be  sufficient  in  the  field,  if  the  same  sum  was 
>  mach  for  General  Clavering  in  Calcutta,  or  if  a 

aam   was   not   too   large   for  General    Stibbert  in 
nents. 

my  Lords,  it  was  not  a  time  to  cavil  with  Sir  Eyre  importance 
ibout  field  allowances.     I  never  was  more  convinced  coote's  »er- 
tnith  of  any  hypothesis  than  of  this,  namely,  that  if  ^^^*^^' 
rre  Coote  had  resigned  in  disgust — which  he  might 
me — the  Carnatic  would  have  been  infallibly  lost  to 
mtry  for  ever.     I  can  only  say,  in  addition,  that  I  had  Purity  of 
jtcr  view  or  motive  in  what  I  did,  and  I  should  think  "'"*^^**- 
laty  to  act  the  same  part  over  again,  in  like  circum- 
,    Nay,  I  would  have  abridged  my  own  allowances  to 
icreased  his,  if  he  could  have  received  them,  rather 
»ve  suffiered   him    to  res^ign  in  disgust,  or  to   have 

the  army  in  discontent. 

Lords,    in    accounting    for    the    agency    given    to  Mr.Auriori* 
iriol,  it  will  be  necej?sary  for  a  moment  again  to  call  "*^"^*'^'- 
.tention  to  the  very  alarming  and  distressed  state  of 
sessions  in  the  Carnatic.     Ilyder  Ali,  victorious  in  Aiarminfr 
d  with  his  numerous  army,  which  had  cut  off  a  large  oftheCar- 
nent  of  our  troops  and  driven  the  main  body  back  "^^*^'' 
>ii0ideral)le  loss  to  Madras,  was  laying  siege  to  Arcot, 
inevitably  fell,  soon  after,  for  want  of  succours.     His 
lua  followers   were  desolating  and  laying  waste  the 
fiice  of  the    country,    by  burning  the   villages   and 
ing  the  cultivation,  up  to  the  very  walls  of  Madras. 
I  desperate  situation,  did  the  President  and  Council 
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f  stated  by  the  Manager  who  summed  up  the  charges,  2  juxe  iti'I 
tenvards  considerably  reduced,  and  there  were  many 
B  to  be  defrayed  out  of  it.  My  Lords,  I  submit  that 
ncy  was  the  only  eflTectual  mode  of  insuring  a  constant 
Ident  supply  for  this  important  service ;  and  1  maintain 
proved  to  be  the  most  frugal  mode  to  the  Company, 
confidence  which  the   Board   had   in   Mr.  Auriol's  intojmty  of 

J  .    ,         -.  /»  1  1  »  •  Mr. AurioL 

and  integrity,  connrmed  by  many  years  experience 


conduct,  pointed  him  out  as  a  proper  person  for  this 

.  and  he  was  accepted.     The  mode  of  delivering  ac-  Accountin? 

upon  honour  was  not  a  new  mode  m  the  Company  s  uot  a  new 
»  and  it  is  practised  at  the  present  moment  in  Bengal,  ^ 
141  it  by  any  means  intended  to  preclude  the  exami-  VouchoM 
of  vouchers,  where  vouchers  were  required  or  could  ciuded- 
Inced,  but  meant  to  strengthen  the  obligation  of  the 
.<Miounting,  where  vouchers  either  could  not  be  had, 
B  80  numerous  as  to  make  it  almost  impracticable  to 
^thern  with  the  accounts.    I  understand  that  vouchers 
^cre  refused  by  the  agent.     But,  as  so  much  has  been  General 
on  this  subject,  I  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to  remark,  ?JSdit*i^**'^ 
*  any  imputed  disrespect  to  your  Lordships — whose  ^"»*"««*' 

no  man  can  more  highly  revere  than  I  do — that  I 

18  impossible  you  can  conceive  the  term  has  been  pro- 
L  or  misapplied  on  these  occasions.  Every  merchant 
»   on  the  honour,  credit,  good  fiiith  or  honesty — call 

you  will — of  his  reputed  dealings;  and,  were  this 
&nce  banished  from  the  community,  I  fear  we  should 
^»y  little  security  for  any  transactions  in  our  inter- 
9vith  mankind. 

Lfords,  I  am  accused  of  granting  an  agency  to  Mr.  jJ/jr^Jij®' 
r\io  is  stated  to  be  one  of  my  own  dependants,  with  a 
il  and  improvident  commission.     It  will  be  found  that  OriKinatcd 
Biness  did  not  originate  with  me.     The  necessity  for  rai  ciaverT 
Up  a  depot  of  provisions  and  stores  in  the  garrison  of  jif/rrancis. 
i^Uliam,  that  we  might  be  prepared  for  a  siege,  was,  as 
lect,  strongly  urged  both  by  (ieneral  Clavering  and 
Pancis ;  and  a  degree  of  neglect  was  imputed  to  me  for 
^Ting    provided    against   such    an   emergency.       The 
fe  was  afterwards,  on  a  minute  which  I  delivered,  con- 
i  in  Council ;  and,  upon  the  resolution  of  the  Board 
ach  a  depot  should  be  formed,  the  oj)inion  of  merchants 
squired  upon  the  fjuantum  of  commission  adequate  to 
ent  for  his  trouble,  charges,  and  loss  by  wastage  and 
.  in  keeping  up  the  store  from  year  to  year  in  constant 
ondition.    The  merchants  declared  that  twenty  percent. 
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iflictcd,  it  wa8  not  possible^  as  he  very  well  2  jcitb  itw. 
time,  to  impute  them  even  by  any  kind  of 
ction  to  me.     My  Lords,  it  is  a  fact  that  I  JJllXy^on 
person  to  give  Mr.  Paterson  an  ill  opinion  of  ^{^-^^J***^ 
hose  conduct  upon  former  occasions  had  left  ^(r.  shore's 
le  and,  perhaps,  an  unjust  impression  upon  my  mondAtions. 
iloying  Deby  Sing,  I  certainly  yielded  up  my 
X  of  Mr.  Anderson  and  Mr.  Shore,  who  had 
nitiee  of  knowing  him  than  I  could  have.     In 

the   inquiry  into   his  conduct,  he  received  The  inquiry 
p   nor   countenance    from   me,   nor   from  any  Sfet^™' 

Baird.     That  inquiry  was  carried  on  princi-  M^'JJJirt. 
ras  at  Lucknow,  and  was  not  completed  during  ings'Kovem- 
at,  though  it  was  commenced  and  continued 
isible  solemnity,  and  with  the  sincerest  desire, 
id  on  the  part  of  my  colleagues,  to  do  strict 
justice.     The  result  I  have  read  in  England  ; 
r  appears,  that,  though  the  man  was  not  entirely 
OLient  of  his  guilt  bore  no  sort  of  proportion  Ezaffgcra- 
de  of  the  charges  against  him.     In  particular,  eiSSw 

the  most  horrible  of  those  horrible  acts,  sowj""* 
id  and  with  such  effect  in  this  place,  never      ^    °** 
d  at  all.     Here  I  leave  the  subject,  convinced 

of  your  Lordships  must  feel  for  the  unparal- 

that  was  done  to  me  by  the  introduction  and 

that  atrocious  calumny. 

I  will    not  now  detain   your  Lordships   by 

remarks  upon  the  gross  injustice  that  I  also 
iving  been  compelled  to  appear  at  your  Lord-  Anwrobmtion 
jstify  acts  which  have  received  the  repeated  2nd  niSST 
*  the  King's   Ministers  and,  virtually,  of  the  o^^'ou»moni. 

Commons.  My  Lords,  it  is  perfectly  true 
es  to  which  I  allude  are  not  insisted  upon,  or, 
s,  that  they  arc  abandoned.  But  I  feel  the 
isibly,  and  the  expense  of  defending  myself 
as  been  intolerable. 

Minister;^,  as  members  of  Parliament,  voted  to  Reference  to 
ar  accepting  a  delegation  to  Oude,  and  for  M/nTsu-rs  in 
•angemcnt  with  the  Nawab  Wazir  which  sub- [l^'Jn^'JJJJJ**' 
sent  moment* 

was  at  this  point  intcrnipted  by  Mr.  Fox,  and  the  following 

X)rd8,  I  am  sure  T  should  be  very  unwilling  to  do  any  thing 
on  in  the  situation  of  the  defendant,  but  I  am  sure  jronr 
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tJixiim.      I   Miy,  my   l/ords,   in    four   Bttnanitc   kllcn  tlw  L 
Tua  M        MlnUtcra  appravuii  of  vrbnt  I  bna   ilono',  though  ihc^j 
S^tw?'     lo  iiH|»coffb  im;  fur  •lomg  it     Tlii-j-  orjcrcd  myai 
ST^nn*   *''  ''*'  in^Tiriably  aillicreJ  to;  llicy  approv«l,  wt! 
"WMf.        tlieiiuHh IM,  uf  lh«  pnnciptcfl  uuod  waieli  it  waifioi 
J*«jg*^^  thf*  JMinistcr  for  Imlin  hjis  tntccD  credit  et«nf  j 
nuino  of"  snltciily  procurotl  by  that  arran^mcnt,  which  is  \md  u 
"""•^        witli  tlic  punclunlity  of  a  Bmjfe  dividend.     'Dtex  1 
to  impeach  nic  for  oAving  ruined,  opprcMcd  aad  i 
the  native?  of  Ucngni,  nlthough    in   the  finit   Hags  i 
bueincaa  they  opjwsei!  tlin  rcTcBue  Arliclc,  which  e 


ivruiidTei 


Lordthipt  v'ltl  think  that  j«u  caaiuit,  *ltli   mj  mU  pnn 
tnj  ladU idaal  Member  of  r>rlnun«iil  vutvd  ia  ihe  lIiieM  <M 

/jinl  Kmyviu—Tbte  penoo  tecOKd  aX  (lur  bat  «til  rrrvilmly  m 
oTlhi*  Hoiiw,  sodof  iheMnniKCTi  oUo,  in  rrplviiiKWibe  ill^pl 

SKoiil  igainW  liim,  by  >v«MlnK.  '1  fi*  mn.  ibc  nw  nf  Mina; 
If  eampetcnt  to  Uiu,  if  btr  ikink>  it  Icr  kU  ad*»iitt(r,  lo  f 
nUaaey  at  ii\)iu>ie«  in  ibc  «ottdi>cI  of  hii  pnnMculun. 

Jlfr.  t/nfll'i^.^My  LonU,  I  Ih-wocIi  }oa  to  mvlkcl  tbm  to; 
dcrnfwi  I  lu*r  Ofwl.  «hni  1  hs'i-  bnii  )<i<Mking  of  tbo  hum  wni 
that  hire  been  comiiutied  knlnsl  ma     It  it  not  mj  Inttoria  n  m 

body;  bul   it'  liny   tkct  mluA  U  obadulcly   [nmmij    tn  a; 

nwvMaHt)'   hivolvv  lh«  crinitnallou  of  othen— I  do  ant  man 
Ibrin~biit  tlie  Mimi^iidiee  ii  iocritsble  ■  it  is  not  niy  buirt 

Mr.  Fm. — I  br^  yoQr  t-ordibips*  nirdan.  I  do  not  knuv  - 
m<iil«  myMir  ■alBcieatly  niulrntooi)  In  ibe  naiun'  of  my  cil^jtclioB.  . 
<>l{J«ct  lu  liny  IntiipixM  t)>«  iirimner  nny  inw  in  U*  iltuxiuD,  W 
■Ifllhig  Ibnt  the  Kinfi*  Umiitcn  bad  m>  rolcd  In  iW  Hinu*  nrf  Q 
Kow.  w  tlikl  it  K  &et  that  he  conoM  briiijt  any  eviileon  of.  aai 
ilmlUhe  tiDpoHlblr  f»r  lu  lo  olnvrv*  upou  in  reply,  your  tia 
not  wUli  to  liMr  how  any  Mrmhcr  at  rsrliaminii  W  louil  is 
Commona,  of  whifli  you  coulil  hun  no  miRilmicp  nbaiirn"-. 

Ml-.  VoHingi-^My  herit.  may  I,  wlifaout  dlwrnptKct  tu  th»  I 
Itiat  I  only  uif  a  llcrsc*  for  wblcb  1  havg  thrir  csam^.     IVy  limi 
oot«^<nu)  iiu«li.'d  till-  orders  iixl  reooltuiana  of  ihr  IIubk  of  CucmiMa, 

£anf  JTih/zdh.— Tb«  reiotutioiH  of  the   lloiuc  of  CnmiDow  i  Mi 
conduct  of  IbU  or  that  panlcnlar  Mcmbrr. 

Mr.  Hanlimfii. — And  I  win  tnttrraptHl,  noraidmyCoaiucltnri 
ibfin.  whvri  ilicy  *ftt  tnuliiiig  long  >p*^«lie(  agninai  rml 

Mr.  Burif. — My  lArdi,  we  mint  htg  IcsTt  ift  nay — 

Mr.  f/offiRjtK.-'Hy  I^rU,  I  itrniw  myacir  apua  your  hatUtaftp' 
I  btatcrli  joii  to  proitct  ni«  fntni  iliU  rioknw. 

3fr.  00^.  — I  iiiuM  8»y  Ibr  tbe  ManBgi-re  thai  «?  offer  ne  lidhML 


torJ  KfTi^n. — If  lbs  priMmtT  wt*  gnllly  of  liiy  lni|irnprirty,  401 1 
ndmaniti'iii  eWtn  bim  cortocla  himnrit  p*rha|i*  ii  U  heu<- 

Mt.  llaiUHg».—l  Uc  naisr  a  ffvai  AitniraDtage. 
ti  wran^.  puiiIkIi  niv  for  it;  l>ut  I  beaeroh  yaii.  da 
rugilcd.  I  uinnol  lacak  £tom  ibe  nuJdon  tmpulMi  lit  my 
ncruntomcd  In  it.  I  bare  irrlucn  doun  wiiat  I  vMi  m  (ubnulnfM 
(hlpa,  and  I  call  IjoiI  [<i  wiiuvu  thai  I  did  tl  irilii  rt  tlivai  ta  iojr'^ 
the  nwpicl  anil  rvivn-ncc  duf  to  (hi*  hunuimblp  Cuun.  eai  of  flfi 
Ihut  ia  ilui:  10  Ihs  [luu 


J.iinii.—Gti  on  1  go  ON  I 
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these  allegations,  and  although  the  falsehood  of  the  charge  2  juitb  im. 
must  be  apparent  to  every  man  who  is  not  prepared  to  prove 
that  the   Minister  for  India  has  annually  presented  false 
accounts  to  the  House  of  Commons.     Both  cannot  be  true. 

In  the  few  words  that  I  had  the  honour  to  address  your 
Lordships  on  Monday,  I  assured  you  that  I  should  never 
make  a  defence  for  my  conduct  on  the  plea  of  necessity, 
although  the  Managers   for   the  Commons   have  taken   so 
much  pains  to  refute  that  plea.     According  to  my  construe-  intention  of 
tion  of  the   law,  it  was  not  criminal  to  receive   presents,  ^J^^u  re- 
with  a  solemn  determination  in   my  own  mind   to  appro- <^{JjjJ^**»® 
priate  every  rupee  so  received  to  the  public  service.     And  via"!. 
to  that   public  service  was   every  rupee  applied  with  the 
utmost  fidelity. 

I  thought  it  perfectly  consistent  with  justice  to  levy  a 
fine  of  forty  or  fifty  lacs  of  rupees  from  Cheyt  Sing  for  his 
contumacy.  I  conceived  it  strictly  justifiable,  upon  the  TiwBoirom'i 
information  that  I  had  received  of  the  fiegum's  disaffection, 
to  consent  to  the  resumption  of  her  jagirs  and  of  the  trea- 
sure in  her  possession.  That  I  had  information  of  her 
disaffection  before  me  is  clearly  in  evidence,  and  if  I  could 
have  been  favoured  with  a  few  days*  attention  in  this  place, 
I  could  have  established  that  fact  by  irresistible  proof 

But,  my  Lords,  does  it  cease  to  be  material  to  establish  the  The  Com- 
necessity,  or  is  it  to  be  said  that  the  necessity  did  not  exist  at  SJSwsiticB. 
all,  because  I  am  of  ()[)iniun  that  I  broke  no  law  in  accepting 

£  resents,  and  did  not  degrade  my  own  character  or  the 
Iritish  name  by  my  conduct  to  Cheyt  Sing  or  the  Begum? 
My  opinion  of  our  necessities  may  be  collected  from  the 
following  passage  in  my  Narrative  of  the  Insurrection  in 
Benares : — 

"  I  left  Calcutta  impressed  with  the  belief  that  extraordinary  means 
"^rere  neoesMir}',  and  those  exerted  with  a  strong  hand,  to  presen'e  the 
^'orapany*s  interests  from  sinking  under  the  accumulated  wei^^ht  that 
^appressecl  them.  I  saw  a  political  necessity  for  curhin^  the  overgrown 
^30wer  of  a  ^reat  member  of  their  dominion,  and  makiujf  it  contribute  to 
"^lie  relief  of  their  pressinj^  exigencies  :  if  I  erred,  my  error  was  ])rompted 
1^  an  excess  of  zeal  for  their  interest,  operating  with  too  strong  a  bias 
ipon  my  judi^meiit/'* 

Of  what  nature  these  necessities  were  I  will  now  state,  Kxpianaiion 
«id  I  believe  the  proofs  of  them  were  upon  the  tabic  of  the  ^ny^H^iuSi- 
*0U8e  of  Commons  when  those  necessities  were  denied  to  cuities. 


•  Mr.  Hastings'  Narrative  of  the  Insurrection  in  Benares;  p.  1*2. 
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lonurj  relief  of  their  sepoys — as  they  did  also  upon  the2jL'NBi79i. 
:.     But  if,  with  the  sum  of  138  lacs  of  rupees  which* I  issia^pro- 
ared  in  Oude,  from   September,  1781,  to  September,  Sl^^/^"' 
I,  and  a  very  large  sum  received  in  the  next  year,  we 
1  it  difficult  to  maintain  our  armies,  what  must  have 
the  consequence  had  I  not  formed  such  a  beneficial 
igement  with  the  Nawab  Wazir  ?     And  your  Lordships 
believe  that  I  felt  the  full  force  of  our  situation  when  I 
laded  the  treaty  of  Chunar.     I  had  not  then — I  have  Assistance 
low — the  smallest  doubt  that  the  Begum  had  afforded  iSwm  to 
ary  assistance  to  Cheyt  Sing.     Circumstances  have  been  ^*"'>'^  ***"«?• 
ght  to  my  recollection  since  the  trial  commenced  which 
escaped  me  before,  and  these  are  confirmed  to  me  by 
ince   which    I    am   sure   your   Lordships   would   deem 
dve  upon  the  subject,  had  I  been  allowed  a  few  days  to 
t  before  you. 

y  Lords,  you  are  now  better  able  to  judge  of  the  diflS-  Difficulty  of 
ee  which  I  had  to  encounter  in  the  last  war  than  I  did  ^^i!Si|es. 
ose  it  within  possibility  for  your  Lordships  to  be,  when 
trial  commenced.     Your   Lordships  will   feel   for   the 
ts  under  which   I  laboured,  when  I  had  to  contend,  at 
time,  with  all  the  powers  of  India  combined  with  the 
ich  and  the  Dutch,  oecause  your  Iiordships  have  proofs 
re  you,  in  the  council  chamber  of  Parliament,  that  the  Failure  of 
irces  of  India  are  now  utterly  inadequate  to  the  support  m^rox-^ 
war  against  one  native  power  who  is  unassisted  by  any  tho'|5re»ent 
)pean  ally.     We  are  in  alliance  with  all  the  Mahratta  ^**'- 
«  and  with  the  subahdar  of  the   Deccan,  who  were  in 
fonner  war  confederated  against  us.     The  government 
engal,  when  this  war  commenced,  was  free  from  foreign 
domestic  embarrassments.     The  Nawab  Wazir  had  com- 
ply liquidated  his  debt,  and  his  subsidy  was  paid  with 
itmost  punctuality.     Benares  afforded  the  full  revenue 
:h  I  am  impeached  for  having  procured.     The  salt,  the 
m,   and  the   land   revenues   of  Bengal,  added   to   the 
idy  from  Oude  and   the  Benares  collections,  produced 
lally  to  the  Company  near  5,400,OOOZ.     But,  my  Lords, 
ladequate  have  these  resources  proved,  with  the  addition 
ic  revenues  of  Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay,  that,  since 
commencement  of  the  present  war,   a  very  considerable 
in  specie  has  been  transmitted  from  England  to  India; 
ey  has  been  borrowed,  to  the  utmost  extent  of  the  Coni- 
r's  credit,  at  Bengal,  Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay,  at  a 
.  interest ;  and  Hyder  Beg  Khan,  of  wlion)  your  Lordships 

K  K  2 


Address  of  Mr,  HasAngs,  517 

md  to  plead  the  disadvantage  of  the  restricted  and  inade-sJuimim. 
[uate  time,  and  the  infirm  state  of  body  under  which  I  have 
iVnuiged  it. 

I  most  rehictintly  press  upon  your  Lordships'  time,  and  oiwenra- 
liall  hasten  to  conchide   with  a  few  general  observations  imp«u:h* 
pon  the  nature  of  this  impcaclinient,  as  it  relates  to  those  "*^°*' 
(rinciplcs  which  constitute  the  moral  qualities  and  characters 
€  all  mankind. 

If  the  tenour  of  a  man's  life  has  been  invariably  marked  Testimony 
rith  a  disposition  to  guilt,  it  will  be  a  strong  presumption  fS,IS"i[Ih»bi- 
Igainst  him,  in  any  alleged  instance,  that  he  wa.s  guilty.  If,  j*"3|J^**' 
tB  the  contrary,  the  whole  tenour  of  a  man's  life  was  such  as 
to  have  obtained  for  him  the  universal  good  will  of  all  with 
whom  he  had  any  intercourse  in  the  interested  concerns  of 
fifey  the  presumption  will  be  as  well  grounded  that  he  was 
iimocent  of  any  particular  wrong  imputed  to  him,  esj)ecially 
if  thoee  who  are  the  alleged  sufferers  by  that  wrong  make  no 
eomplaint  against  him.  Jiut  what  shall  be  said  of  complaints 
brought  against  a  man  who  was  in  trust  for  the  interests  of 
tte  greatest  commercial  body  in  the  world — who  employed 
and  directed  the  services  of  thousands  of  his  fellow  citizens 
in  great  official  departments,  and  in  extcni^ive  military  opera- 
tions— who  connected  princes  and  states  by  alliances  with 
Ua  parent  kingdom — and  on  whose  rule  the  peace  and 
happiness  of  many  millions  depended — I  say,  what  shall 
be  sud  of  complaints  brought  against  such  a  man,  in  the 
names  and  on  the  behalf  of  all  those  descriptions  of  men 
who  all  unite  their  suffrages  in  his  favour  ?  Such  complaints, 
with  such  a  presumption  against  the  possibility  of  their 
truth,  may  have  existed,  but  the  history  of  mankind  cannot 
prodnce  an  instance  of  their  being  received  on  such  a  found- 
ation, until  the  late  and  present  House  of  Commons  thought 
fit  to  create  one  in  my  impeachment.  Permit  me,  my  Lords, 
to  retrace  the  principal  events  in  the  public  life  of  that  man 
whom  the  Commons  have  thus  brought,  and  so  long  kept,  on 
trial  before  you. 

In  the  year  1750,  I  entered  the  service  of  the  East  India  Knowiodgo 
Company ;  and  from   that   service  I  have  derived   all  my  'i<  rivl"i 
official  habits,  all   the   knowledge  which  I  pog?ess,  and  all  (>,'in'|JIjry'H 
the  principles  which  were  to  regulate  my  conduct  in  it.     If  ««^i"-. 
those  principles  were  wrong,  or  if  in  the  observance  of  them 
I  have  erred,  grejit  allowance  ought  to  be  made  for  human 
iafirmity,  where  I  possessed  such  inadequate  means  of  obtain- 
ing a  better  guidance.     Yet  the  precautions  which  I  inva-  J^",JJfJ^ 
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tjimtm.niibly  umiI  roodcr  even  this  plea  uaocecsory,  t>t  ^| 
i-i  T~.>  rT>rvrf!nce«  which  I  Duid<>  to  the  ctnart  of  Dincbin,  aH 
i**™"*^  unttn-dinl*:  nuulen,  of  vscry  innumrc  whkli  I  Ihto  odl^l 
tKknn,  will)  Its  raodvo  and  abjocM  tniDatiilv  detiiled  i^| 
cxplniwd.  Kitr  tl»  truth  of  thj*  «8E>crttDn  I  micfal  *^| 
npjxsJ  III  lh«n],  otkd  I  am  mrv  that  ihn'  w»ulSsUa^| 
Atii)  the  voluucs  both  of  eoiwQltittiotts  and  lettetv  in  dlH 

tinLiiatoiDn  pn)V('  that  m^  ^tre  of  tbu  cumjiilatinn  eu^^H 
eyoud  ull  degrct;  of  comporiiioii,  that  of  tbu  naa  bbui^| 
of  nil  ii\r  [iredeccaftorit,  not  exoeitting  cvea  my  over  bans^H 
frinnd,  ^Ir.  Kcury  VouwUnrt.  Nor  was  it  to  lii«ai  oolpf  4^| 
CSS^Mh.  '  ^'"  *^'^''  '-'onxnUTiioatiTC.  Whoa  Great  Hriub  w«^^| 
>'olTcd  in  a  complicated  war,  and  her  gDicmmunl*  id  b^H 
had.  Ifcuidva  Eun>]iuaii  eiHtmiui!,  a  confedunury  of  lU  ^| 
pTiacimi  powcn  of  ludiit  iu-nM»]  against  iImud,  I  tpm^| 
then  M!DLet«r  of  this  lunRdotn  constaot  infunnatioDoraU^H 
.  romaurcs  which  1  hiu]  taken,  in  coQJnnctiim  with  <>?fH 

iMgUM   in   tho  gorcrDtnvnt,   to   reyiel   the   dongcfs  i^H 
I  pKwed   us,    the  motiTC    and    o)>jeot«  of  tliow  oia'^^l 

I  tha  coiiaeiiuenci!.<i  expected  front  ifacm,   and   the  mM^| 

I  which   I  hod  further  in  contemplAliun,     Am]  it  hu  aj^l 

I  afforded   me   more  than  ooinmon   pluaKurc  lo  reden,  ^H 

ov«nr   snoceasivo    lettvr   verified    the  expedoliow  ■•'L^l 
I  promises  of  the  preceding.  ^| 

I  if  I   had  civen  evidwcfi  id  my    defence,  I   abonU  h^| 

I  oullod  u[iuti  tJio  not>le  Lord  to  have  produood  all  my  l>Vl 

in   fail  |>iKi»e«inon — thoi>e,  and   my   lettc-rv   to  the  owrtal 
Direi;tont.     But  my  lett«n  Ui  Lord  North,  in  a  mort  tBi^ 
manner,  would  haw  ahown  how   careful  I  waAtofuprnd 
uiy  uotinna  to  tlu^ir  knowletlge;  and,  cnn(ct}Di!Dtlr,lii<«it>lt 
iippn>htiii!.iiiii  1  omild  havtt  felt  that  tlicrc  was  *nyiiii(|« 
i^rifT.  *''*"'  ^*""  '^""'^  ^  dcemwl  rcprchensildc.     lu  all  iii»W» 
uiTmllui?'  '^^^'^^  might  hitvc  lioi-n  di-emed  o{  a  doubtCnl  imtiirt,*^ 
oritRiiii-     conmiiinicaLitma  wcro  virtual  rcfcrenc<«  for  tJietr  taatiut"^ 
""^"^       (or   fhoir  future  prohibition.      If    I    received  odthci',  ll* 
futeuRt-  wofl  a  confimiation,  nnd  had  morv   than  itiu  efltd  ^ 
on  onler ;   nincc,  with  th«r  tacit  approbation  of  ih»«t  ' 
hod  im;Ki»i;d  iiprjn  mywif  the   prior  obligatiou  ofm/M* 
ooncuplidn   of    their   proitripty.      W«ro    I    tlittnifon  fis  * 
tnoment  to  xiippovu  that  the  acts  witii  which  I  aoxJMai' 
and  which  1  m>  communicated— for  I  communicalaj  »fr-* 
Um  court  of  Dircctore,   were  mtriniiically  wroug,  jtt  fe" 
audi  proofn  it  is  evident  that   I    thought   tlicmi^k>>*' 
thercforo  the  worst  that  could  b«  aoid  of  th«m,  a*  duy  «^ 
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aflfect  me,  is,  that  they  were  errors  of  judgment     And  even  2  jl-neitoi. 

Ibr  these,  in  all  instances  where  they  were  repeated,  or  be- 

Bune  the  causes  of  subsequent  acts  deriving  the  same  quality 

Froin  them,  the  error,  and  every  blame  which  would  attach 

feo  them,  was  theirs  who  might  have  corrected  them  and  did 

not 

In  the  year  1768,  I  was  appointed  by  the  court  of  Direc-  Ui8*ucce»- 
Uire  of  the  East  India  Company  a  member  of  the  Council,  mcnuT*"*" 
md,  eventually,  to  succeed  to  the  government  of  Madras. 
En  the  year  1771,  when  the  aflFairs  of  their  princii)al  esta- 
Uiflhment  were  supposed  to  be  on  the  decline  and  to  require 
■n  unusual  exertion  of  abilities  and  integrity  to  retrieve  them, 
the  court  of  Directors  made  choice  of  me  for  that  trust; 
md  I  was  by  their  order  removed  from  the  Council  of  Fort 
Bt.  Geoi^e  to  the  government  of  Fort  AVilliam,  in  Bengal, 
md  to  the  principal  direction  of  all  the  civil,  military,  com- 
mercial and  political  affairs,  dependent  on  it 

In  the  year  1773,  I  was  appointed  by  an  Act  of  Parlia-  succt-asiye 
■ent  Governor  General  of  Bengal,  for  five  years.     In  the  ?KI«"aji 
irear  1778,  I  was  reappointed  by  the  same  authority,  for  oJJcmf by 
inejear  ;  in  1779,  for  another  ;  in  1781,  for  ten  years ;  and  i*»riiwnoiit. 
in  1784,  I  was  virtually  confirmed  by  that  Act  which  forms 
the  present  government  for  India. 

In  this  long  period  of  thirteen  years,  and  under  so  many  Success  of 
moccssive  appointments,  I  beg  leave  to  call  to  the  recollec-  tration?*""" 
tion  of  your  Lordships,  that,  while  Great  Britain  lost  one 
wlf  of  its  empire  and  doubled  it^>  public  debt,  that  govern- 
nent  over  which  I  presided  was  not  only  preserved  entire 
mt  increase<l  in  population,  wealth,  agriculture  and  com- 
nerce  ;  and,  although  your  Lordships  have  been  told  by  the 
House  of  Commons  that  my  measures  have  disgraced  and 
legraded  the  British  character  in  India,  I  appeal  to  the 
general  sense  of  mankind  to  confinn  ^vhat  I  am  now  going  to 
mj — that  the  British  name  and  character  never  stood  iiigher 
►r  were  more  respected  in  India  than  when  I  left  it. 

So  much  may  I  say  for  the  general  effect  of  my  govern-  spocific  aou 
Dent ;  for  the  specific  acts  which  have  contributed  to  produce  jInmSnt. 
t,  it  would  require  volumes  to  recite  them.      Permit  me, 
ihortly,  to  enumerate  the  principal  heads  which  comprehend 
Jiem. 

£very  division  of  official  business  and  every  departmen  t  DWiMion  of 
if  government  which  now  exists  in  Bengal,  with  only  such  ^"^*°^' 
exceptions  as  have  been  occasioned  by  the  changes  of  authority 
enacted  from  home,  are  of  my  formation. 
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tho   Commons  of  England,   in   whose   name   I   am  2  jrirs  im. 
ed  for  desolating  the  provinces  of  their  dominion  in  Flourishing 
[  dare  to  reply,   that  they  are — and  their  represen-rr"*U".9??' 

11  •  X      •        X    11'  xi-  xL  ^tlieBntiBh 

annually   persist    m    telnng    them   so  —  the    most  provinces  in 
ing  of  all  the  states  in  India.      It  was  I  who  made  "*"*" 
».      The  valour  of  others  acquired — I  enlarged  and 
ime  and  consistency  to — the  dominion  which  you  hold 

I  preserved   it.     I   sent  forth  its  armies  with   an 
d  but  an  economical  hand,    through   imknown   and 
regions,  to  the  support  of  your  other  possessions — to 
"ieval  of  one  from  degradation  and  dishonour,  and  of 
er  from  utter  loss  and  subjection. 
Intained  the  wars  which  were  of  your  formation,  or 
of  others — not  of  mine.      I  won  one  member  of  the  Suoowsfui 
Etdian  confederacy  troni  it  by  an  act  of   seasonable  with  naUve 
ion.     With  another  I  maintained  a  secret  intercourse,  *'""^'*^'*** 
nerted  him  into  a  friend.      A  third   I  drew  off  by 
Ml  and  ncgotintion,  and  em[)loyod  him  as  the  instru- 
f  peace.       When  you  cried  out  for  peace,  and  your 
rerc  heard  by  those  who  were  the  objects   of  it,  I 
I  this  and  every  other    si)ccic8  of  counteraction  by  EstabHsh- 
in  my  demands,  and  accomplished  a  peace,  and  I  hope  peace. 
Bg  one,  with  one  great  state :    and  1  at  least  afTorded 
icicnt  means  by  which  a  peace,  if  not  so  durable  more 
ible,  at  least,  was  accomplished  with  another.     I  gave 
;   and  you  have  rewarded  me  with  confiscation,  dis- 
ind  a  life  of  impeachment 

word  more,  my  Lords,  and  I  have  done.  It  has  been  Gratitude  of 
liion  in  the  course  of  this  trial,  sometimes  to  represent  iuduT^ 
ives  of  India  as  the  most  virtuous,  and,  sometimes,  as 
Bt  profligate  of  mankind.  I  attest  their  virtue,  and 
lis  unanswerable  proof  of  it.  When  I  was  arraigned 
four  Lordships  in  the  njime  of  the  Commons  of  Great 
,  for  sacrificing  their  honour  by  acts  of  injustice,  op- 
ij  cruelty  and  rnpacity,  committed  upon  the  princes, 

and  commonalty,  of  Hindustan,  the  natives  of 
of  all  ranks,  came  forward  unsolicited  to  clear  my 
ion  from  the  obloquy  with  which  it  was  loaded.  Tliey 
Jted  a  generosity  of  which  we  have  no  example  in  the 
ftn  world.  Their  conduct  was  the  effect  of  their 
f  gratitude  for  the  benefits  they  had  received  during 
ainistration.  My  Lords,  I  wish  I  had  received  the 
latice  from  my  country  ! 
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w  stands.     I  am,  above  all  things,  desirous  that  2  JcyB  1791. 
lips  should  come  to  an  immediate  decision  upon 
e  before   you.      But,  if  the   shortness  of  time  ciaim  to  bo 
mt  your  Lordships  from  complying  with  this  my  adopt  other 
re,  and  the  trial  must  of  necessity,  and  to  my  XfcSce?' 
sorrow,  be  prolonged  to  another  session,  then, 
\  trust  you  will  not  consider  me,  by  anything  I 
precluded  from  adopting  such  means  of  defence 
isel  may  judge  most  advisable  for  my  interest. 
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id  fears  by  which  his  mind  Is  not  agitated.  i4FxB.im, 
in  the  consciousness  of  his  own  upright  motives, 
1  intended  and  successful  labours  for  the  public 
"eposes  himself  in  secure  confidence  on  the  justice 
ment  of  your  Lordships;  whilst  his  advocate 
the  pressure  of  apprehensions  and  terrors^  excited 
foreign  indeed  to  the  merits  of  this  cause,  but 
kffecting  the  conduct,  and — such  Is  the  Imperfec- 
soramon  nature — materially  influencing  the  event, 
ery  cause. 

Is,  all    the    arts   by  which    the   minds  of  any  pretudice 
men  are  most  powerfully  fascinated,  and  attracted  S^SSi^JJ" 
leration  of  any  subiect,  already  predisposed  to  any  ^^^  ^*» 

^.     1  i"^  ii'xil  1  nature  of 

of  it,  have  been  employed,  with  no  very  scrupulous  theciumt. 

them  and  with  very  formidable  eflFect.     Crimes  S^nwof^ 
cest  die,  and  cruelties,  at  the  bare  mention  of  |^Ji^[J*^ 
'  sympathy  of  our  common  nature  is  convulsed 
1— detailed,  as  they  repeatedly  have  been,  with 
)utlve  assertion  of  their  existence,  and  with  an 
forced  and  unnatural,  as  I  trust  it  has  appeared, 

application  pointedly  and  peremptorily  made  to 
lan  at  your  bar,    have  had  an  operation  more 

trust,  without  than  within  the  limits  of  these 
in  operation  nowhere  to  be  disregarded.  Topics 
immatory  kind,  together  with  others  more  fitly 
3  the  reason  and  judgment  of  your  Lordships, 
1  with  the  unrivalled  display  of  such  talents  and 
18  no  other  period  of  our  history  has  brought 
to  one  common  point  of  action  and  observation, 
led  and  exhausted  all  the  attention  which  the 
1  is  capable  of  giving  to  the  most  finished  per- 
f  human  ingenuity. 

8,  to  a  taste   thus  pampered  and,  I  had  almost  Cpmnarativo 
ted  with  these  luscious  delicacies  we  have  nothing  tPgMofVhe 
but  the  plain  and  simple  food,  I  had  almost  said  th^SSem*. 
k,  of  fact  and  argument     But,  my  Lords,  we 
ither  account  occasion  to  anticipate  the  dissatis- 
dlsgust  of  your  Lordships.     Not  only  the  manner 
is  subject  will  be  treated  must  be  more  homely 
to   which    your    Lordships  have  been    hitherto 

but  the  subject  matter  itself  and  every  other 
circumstance  has  lost  the  attractive  grace  of 
?hi8  solemn  scene,  the  concentrated  splendour  of 

that  is  dignified  and  illustrious  in  the  various 
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ulties  of  this  extraordiiArr  *ci*  i::ii  -,rr*»j.?*  ■.■*  -  .'^tl  -p 
iDflolation  to  reflect  tl,*:  tj>*  •r.cf'j:::  >  :..  ■•*  *;;;-!- 
ore  a  tribunal  who»e  pur-r  izji  tj -:  *T:e'-^:  a.;. 
enoed  justice — who^e  hii'r.  >j*?-^:1-.ir7  .-.i  :.  ii.* — 
larged  knowledge  of  -.ir:  -T.-.i-i--  ^'  u.  .-.  .r.::i.". 
I  the  principli'8  u[)Oii  w  ;.!•.':.  l_.  •  ,'-..\7.  ;;•.■'  *'r.:v..-r.-* 

adininistered  in  evor.-  i.^^.  -.n.z--^  iiii  ■;..;i:iv. 
■rticular  ac<]uaint£4n--v  -•»!".*.  -•.. :  .•-.i.r.ri-  ..-.-v-wr^ 
idency,  of  every  jifir.  ■  :.-.• 
th  the  loiscrf  and  C\\r\\.r..  •..■■..-■/..'* 
Bome  parti?,  with  th-v   r-   .  •    •• 

and  wisdom  hv  wMj::.  .-.  m.* 
d,  more  than    all.    "^:r-':    .:.-■■. 
r  interwoven  with  il-:    >r--     *.-- 
)Ountry — a;?sure  liiai  i::a'r_--.  :  • 
sjudices  which  migL:  -  v-v  - :  -;    •  .  r :  ••:  -  -  * ;.  ^     j.i*7- 
if  a  less  noVjle  ar.d  ^rr. ]:„•:. •'■•;:.■:■■:  *r.'.  -  v*- 
dSy  the  defendant  ir  r.  -    ..:   Vr:   r*: 
n  which  he  ha-»  ?t^r>i  ':.••:.:•:  ;.    .;  J^ 
continued    trial   upon   :;  ^Vr:-      :'    ;. 

situation  in  whicn    :.-    J;:!:"-..   -.'. 
•re — a  situation  in  wh]';:j,  I  v;   "  .:^,  I  *-:."-  '.  -".  ":*r: 
e  eeneral  humanitv  wr.rr,  I  'A-  ,  ^j-yi  :.:''/ A  'iha: 
I  subject  should  ev<;r  h-  ;•  •:  -  ■: :  >!■<.'-.  ! 
■ds,   I   own   I   have   }..r;;:    !:.    -,::.'••!:;. 'r*   •»!:h   a---f. 
le  degree   of  ?  u rpri  r^:    ■. :  j  - :    :> ;•■  ". r. ■•   :.  '.'T-.  '.■  \  7\:A*:  :; .' ;  f^- '  # 

in  the  course  of  d ^-t a i  ■  f.-d  ^  . ']  r  -  -.  •: s  •  \.  -.  r^ .  r  Ixcd - 1;;^  f,  .* •  '^^'^ 

when  it  would  not  Lavr  h-vy^r;.-':  if.':,  witli  the  Hi-:.i--^-. 
B  to  them  and  to  your  L'  rd?hipr.  to  lave  inter- 
contradicted  the  aiTerlion  hy  that  f^jritive  dfrnial 
u  enabled  to  njake  of  it.  that  the  d«.-lav  hv  which 
as — I  will  not  e-ay,  by  ariy  blan^e  of  any  one — •pim 
to  thi:*  burdensome  and  unpve'-r'dented  length  wa^\ 
^ree,  owing  to  u-.  the  s.dvoc-ate-  of  Mr.  Ila-rting^. 
,  as  we  Jire  nr.w  but  cntr-rlng  up.iii  the  defonce 
istinir?,  that  delav,  as  fur  a.-  it  i:^  even  colourublv  iiHir^.i.j.-c- 

to  u?.  can  o:iJy  liuve  b:i'n  ofca.-iouea  by  our  iNimomiv- 
tothe  adduction  of  that  evidence  which  our  reason  IbVotiri. 
nent  taught  u-f  war  irujin^pir  to  hv  received  ;  and 
dng  we  have  rt'ceived,  in  many  instances,  the  con- 
of  your  Lordship.*.  My  I^ord?,  upon  this  subject 
0  your  Lordships,  as  my  witnesses  as  well  as  my 
ether,  in  in>tances  to  the  number  of  twenty  out  of 
ree,  in  which  questions  respecting  the  competency 
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has  its  accused,  its  accusers,  and  the  parties  who  represent  h  Feb.  1793. 
SBi.  Eyerything  that,  in  any  more  ordinary  tribunal  can  be 
^ged,  insinuated  or  proved,  may  [I  trust  be  met  here  as]  in 
Mr  tribunals :  the  insinuation  may  be  repelled,  the  allega- 
n  refuted  or  denied,  the  proof  met  by  contrary  proof ;  and, 
riiort,  ill  every  attempt,  if  such  should  be  made  in  any 
ui,  to  prejudice  a  party  before  that  court,  by  any  unfair 
vments  or  insinuations,  such  arguments  or  insinuations 
pr  be  met  by  fair  exposure  and  detection  of  their  fallacy,  I 
jOeiTe,  in  every  court  within  this  land.  If,  however,  my 
rds,  diere  should  exist  any  court  in  which  this  equality 
m  not  exist,  such  court  I  would  venture  to  pronounce  not 
»«  correctly  constituted  for  the  purpose  of  trial ;  because 
rants  that  equality  and  that  mutuality  which  is  essential 
lie  distribution  of  justice,  in  every  free  and  enlightened 
ntry. 

Iffy  Loi^ds,  I  trust  I  need  lay  no  such  claim  either  with  ^8i>eci  for 
ET  Lordships  or  the  honourable  Managers.  I  trust  that  ton. 
ir  candour  and  magnanimity  will  not  stoop  to  animadvert 
n  upon  any  improvident  expression  which,  in  some 
■Hent  of  eagerness^  may  fall  from  us ;  but,  as  they  have 
Boured  even  us,  the  advocates  of  Mr.  Hastings,  with 
rir  strictures  and  animadversions,  so  they  will  allow  us 
th  modesty  and  deference,  in  some  degree,  if  not  the  laws 
retaliation,  at  least  the  laws  of  self  vindication  and  redress. 
y  Lords,  I  think  it  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  I  feel  the 
cpest  respect  and  reverence,  not  only  for  the  aggregate 
fly  of  the  prosecutors,  but  for  tliose  to  whom  this  pro- 
Sation  is  immediately  delegated,  and  that  it  cannot  be  my 
iposed  intention,  in  anything  which  I  shall  address  to 
nr  Lordships,  to  violate  either  the  privileges  or  respect 
It  are  due  to  that  aggregate  body,  or  the  particular  and 
nonal  respect  which  is  due  to  any  individual  gentleman 
om  they  may  have  selected  upon  this  occasion  to  state 
1  to  press  their  accusation. 

Having  said  this,  I  shall,  with  a  mind  somewhat  relieved 
Di  that  anxiety  which  one  cannot  help  feeling  when  placed 
A  situation  of  some  peril  and  much  disadvantage,  proceed 
the  [discharge  of  the  duty  I  have  undertaken]. 
My  Lords,  such  has  been  the  fruitfulness  of  this  country  Prcoodi^nu 
matters  of  criminal  charge,  that  every  jKirson  charged  in  uaitlu^  In 
'  degree  by  a  state  prosecution  has  before  him  a  variety  ^itioiSr***" 
>recedents,  according  to  which  he  may  square  his  conduct, 
t  should  at  any  future  time  suit,  or  has  at  any  past  time 
"OL.  II.  h  h 


Speech  of  Mr.  Law,  631 

Lovd  at  the  bar  should  feel  the  weight  of  truth,  Imt  not  of  his  accusers.  14  Peb.  179s. 
knd  it  is  not  to  af^fj^avate  f^iilt  or  to  nress  down  the  luad  heavier  upon       — 
am  that  I  ani  at  this  time  coininanued  to  s])eak,  but  to  satisfy  your 
AffdahiiM  now,  and  the  world  hereafter,  from  the  nature  of  the  evidence 
J  ndiicn  this  accusation  has  been  supported,  why  no  part  is  attempted 
I  be  answered."* 

HiB  Lordship  then  proceeds — 

•*  Tliere  are  many  circumstances  which  induced  them" — ^the  Commons 
-**  to  single  out  this  prosecution ;  many  circumstances  of  a  public, 
WBBf  of  a  peculiar  nature.  I  am  almost  tempted  to  mention  some  of 
Mm  ;  but,  in  part,  they  have  occurred  to  your  Lord8hi])s  in  the  course 
*tbe  examination,  and  I  refrain,  lest  I  should  drop  anythin}^  that  might 
■d  to  inflame.  Everything  of  that  sort  has  by  everybody  been  care- 
1^  avoided  upon  this  occasion.  That  *  ('ieeroniau  LUxiucnce,'  as  he 
~  it,  from  jirinciplcs  of  justice  and  humanity,  has  not  been  used  against 
Every  gentleman  who  has  s])oke  in  this  trial  has  made  it  a  rule  to 
to  urge  nothing  against  the  jtrisoner  but  plain  facts  and  ])ositivc 
,  ivithout  aggravation.  They  have  addressed  themselves  to  your 
dement,  and  not  to  your  passions."| 

My  Liords,  I  shall  say  nothing  upon  these  precedents,  more  Comparison 
mXk  that  these  are  precedents  which  the  Managers  of*  a  state  ment  of  the 
twecution  may,  if  they  approve  them,  follow.     Whether  the  ?hl?pj^ut" 
ifendant  has,  upon  this  occasion,  felt  the  weight  of  truth  *''^'* 
r  of  his  accusers  more,  is  certainly,  a  matter  for  the  judg- 
ient  of  your  Lordships. 

My  Lords,  an    honourable  Manager  stated,  and   I   think  i>rf.tciico  of 
rith  great  justice  of  argiunent,  that  there  was  a  great  differ-  {^tmout 
nee  to  be  taken  between  the  manner  in  which  charges  of  j;j*<i">*^ '** 
Bidden lennour  were  to  be  treated  and  charges  of  more  definite  ii»is<iti- 
nd  specific  crimes.J     To  an  extent  there  is  :  and,  certainly, 
D  the  case  c^f  felonies  and  otli'nces  of  a  more  descript  and 
pecific   nature,  thcTO  is  less  occasion   for  any  terms  of  an 
atraordinary  description  to  point  out   the  crime,  inasnuich 
IB  the  Legislature,  by  annexing  a  distinct  description  and 
lunishment,  ha?*  defined  it ;  but  it  is  necessary  only  for  the 
narpose  of  fully  explaining  the  crime — be  it  misdemeanour 
If  whatever  else — that  is  imputed  to  the  party,  to  show  that 
rhich  constitutes  its  principal  ffrnvmncn  and  tcnd(>ncy.     No 
iirthcr  is  just  and  warrantable,  in  any  other  court,  than  that  it 
oayhave  merely  the  effectofshowingthe  tendency  and  mischief 

•  See  the  Spoooli  of  Mr.  Miirray.SoIicitor  General,  afterwards  Earlof  Mans- 
eld,  in  the  rc|»ort  of  the  procwdings  in  the  Impeachment  of  Simon  T^rd 
^yrat  fbr  lliph  Trra5»on.— Tainted  in  the  "Complete  Collection  of  State 
*rials,"  compiled  by  T.  H.  Howell.  Vjr^u  vol.  xviii.,  col.  803. 

♦  Printed  as  al)Ov«»,  col.  813. 

X  See  the  Speech  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  3d  June.  1788;  v<»l.  1.,  p.  483. 
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Pthe  true  materials  of  genuine  history^  I  undertake  to  i4Feb.i;o2. 
J  the  public  fame. 

Lords,  we  have  been  toldjthat,  neither  in  that  country  Arbiirary 
any  other,  has  there  existed  such  a  thing  as  arbitrary  I^o^aV" 

*  My  Lords^  I  am  at  issue  ui)on  that  assertion ;  and 

•  not  show  that  that  country,  up  to  the  period  when,  I 
J,  it  was  blessed  by  the  administration  of  the  English, 
en  the  devoted  seat  of  every  thing  that  is  detestable  in 
ipe  of  misgoverument  and  tyranny,  I  claim  no  attention 
f  assertion  from  your  Lordships. 

Lords,  I  know  no  other  traces  respecting  the  Brahman-  Condition  of 
^  than  those  w^hich  are  comprised  in  a  few  preliminary  huhe'iSSJ^ 
n  of  Dow's  History  of  Hindustan.     I  do  not  think  the  ,™riS^ 
y  under  that  administration  quite  so  good,  nor   the 
m  of  the  country  quite  so  happy,  as  the  honourable 
;cr  has  rcj4)rcscnted.     There  is  one  thing  occurs  in  the 
r  of  that  period  which   is  curious — their  division  of  chronology. 
They  di\'ide  the  history  of  the  world  into  four  por- 
That   in    which  wc  live  is   supposed  to  consist  of 
)  years ;  and  they  make  that  portion  consist  of  three 
9  of  falsehood  and  one  fourth  truth.     How   far  they 
Fronted  in  that  speculative  opinion  of  the  age  in  which 
w  live,  your  Lordships  arc  better  judges  than  I  am. 
lere  is  one  circumstance*   which  does  not  square  quite  SanKuinary 
he  hypotliesis  of  the  honourable  Manager— that  that 
sort  of  golden  age  in   which  the  lamb  and  tiger  laid 
together,  all  peace  and  harmony,  and   that   war  and 
;  were  not  known.     Kead  the  first  page  of  that  same 
,  and  you  will  find  wars  carried  on,  much  more  bloody 
in  our  times.     There  is  an  account  of  some  mil- 
men  and  some  thou.sands  of  elephants  drawn  in 
igainst  each  other  ;  and  they  fight  till  only  eight  are 
I  one   side  and  four  on  the  other.     So  much  for  the 
»8ness  of  that  period  ! 

ling,  therefore,  over  the  Brahmanical  era,  which  fur-  Mohammc- 
no   support    to   the    hypothesis    of  the   honourable  ***"  *'™* 
;er,  let  us  proceed  to  the  Mohammedan  era,  the  foun- 
of  which  was  laid  by  [Sultan  Mahmoud  of  Ghuzni], 
roa  the  first  ^lohammedan  that  invaded  it  with  any 
es  of  dominion;    and,  after  eight  or  nine  predatory 
one,  the  government  at  last  settled  in  his  house.     It  RyBimn  of 
lysteni,  not  of  government,  but  of  cruelty  and  rapine.  ^J^I^H  *"*^ 

•  So€  the  Speech  of  Mr,  Barke,  toI.  i.,  p.  76. 
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-UTn.mi.O'^r*  "'^  tkU  well  etmipactci]  eummunity,  the  dc 
—       {Jay  of  the  mvietl  and  nlooblc   dietinctione  witk 
WiMotn  cif  iiur  Cfiuiitry  liiu  VL  nil  dcii^e  kdiimul  1 
cmrnrnt   \irliic,  valour  aud  Icarninjr — everrthitigi 
wliirh  !•  vnluiiblt.'  bh'1  emrrt'ii    ill    UiB  d»pliiv  of  l"' 
udmiiiittrution  of  Urilith  justice,  has,  by  th«  fi«q' 
(.'uliibUliiu.  \o9l  inui^h  of  llwt  i-»af.r  altoiitJiiQ  ■ 
wi'ich  it  tvMiVfM)  and  lent  to  the  brat  vffaru  of  i 
grt-iit  iWultiRs  [iL>«dnl  no  »ui:b  nid  lit  an«9t  attifu 
'       Mj!  Lairds.  tli«  provinco  wbieh  our  duly  ftddign* 
oIIht  nucouiiU  eqiuiUy  irksome  oud  duMdvnui 
detect  bnltiant   faJlocifs.  to  unvoil   ftpc^'inttit  ern>r, 
times  ■  tbiuddufl,  obuoiiouH  uud   uuintcrcxtine, 
disprl   the  clouds  of  iniire|>veiri)lnti(in,   whidh 
during  w  many  yvAz*  ciillectin-^  nver  the  jniMio 
conduct  of  the  gcntlt'innn  at  your  bnr,  within  thil  ' 

Iioriiou  of  linwi  which  thf  {tublia  patii-nw  and— » 
inndti  K  n<|itnlly  (tCMTving  of  ctm^idi-ratiMi — tbt 
und  ainiofi  expiring  pntienco  of  our  dicnl,  will 
ia  Imrdiv  within  thn  rmngms*  of  [hv  snmc  t^entt  »l 
imjMMivd  th>><  bunion  on  ui',  but  i?  beyond  tbe 
rpneniinble  liopc,  witb  ihiKtc  RiesBcr  fiicultiee  on  wl 
Herculean  labour  rests.  Struggling,  tb^rcfon-, 
muty  natural  and  so  many  artificial  irifficultie±,  Ril 
the  jncvitable  effect  of  anticipation  and  fatigue  wl 
ihu  advoaite  Io(»k  for  comfort  or  from  wliell«  il' 
re^Honable  source  of  Iwpe? 

My   Lords,  agaiosl  die  dUuuiy  and  di 
considerations   of  tJiiit  wrt  are  too  apt  to 
biiiiwlf  buoyed  up  and  suxtaiiuMl  by  other 
which  opcntc,  in  n«  mean  dcgrt^e,  hmards 

■■»  mind  to    a  due  state   of  eoiiipnsnro  and 

Urof  Lordn,  if  he  recollects  tlint  he  is 
iiirirtt«m«).i„  the  nnmo  and  under  the  rancuon  of  tlie  «*<* 
MtntulivP  body  of  Cireat  Britain,  urged  ami  cnforw' 
tlii*  occasion  tt  unquestionably  has  been,  biiyunJ'*! 
i.f  any  fonucr  linio,  with  tlie  most  sincnlftT  C"wl* 
lUo  most  rigorous  talenla,  the  most  brilliattt  and '*•' 
t-hiriuence,  the  richest  and  most  jwnTrfnl  Ircuu'*' 
niory  and  imagination,  the  most  practised  iejti^'j'* 
efFuct  of  none  of  which  powers  and  airiva\»^  "l^ 
enfeebled  or  t>Iunle<l  by  anv  of  Uio»e  intinn  t*" 
which  eonjcltiucH  qualify  the  langnagi'  and  L-onduol  "i 
trioua  acciHcni— J  eay/ifhc  rcooUecU  tliuthfi  I"''*'' 
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Ities  of  this  extraordinary  size  and  pressure,  he  u  pbb.  1792. 

Bolation  to  reflect  that  the  conflict  is  to  be  sus- 

re  a  tribunal  whose  pure  and,  not  expected  only, 

aced  justice — whose    high  hereditary  honour — 

rged    knowledge   of   the  springs   of  all  human 

the  principles  upon  which  all  human  governments 

idministered  in  every  age,  country  and  climate 

rticular  acquaintance  with  the  relation,  interests 

lency,  of  every   part  of  this    widely    extended 

1  the  losi<es  and  dismeinbcrnient  which  it  has  sus- 

)me  parts,  with  the   resources  it  has  found,  and 

ind  wisdom  by  which  it  has  been  sustained  in 

,  more  than    all,   whose    interests  and  honour, 

interwoven  with  the  best  interests  and  honour 

untry — assure  him  against  the    effect  of  these 

udices  which  might  obscure  or  deprave  the  under- 

*  a  less  noble  and  enlightened  tribunal. 

8,  the  defendant  is  now  at  the  entrance  of  the  Long  dura- 

I  which  he  has  stood  before  your  Lordships,  in  a  tJSj.**'  ^^^ 

x>ntinued   trial  upon  matters   of  high    criminal 

dtuation  in  which   no  British  subject  was  ever 

e — a  situation  in  which,  I  am  sure,  I  am  but  the 

general  humanity  when  I  say,  God  forbid  that 
subject  should  ever  be  j)laccd  again  ! 
Is,  I  own  I  have  heard   it,   sometimes  with  a  Unfairly 
J  degree  of  surprise,   urged   by  the  honourable  ^^uSucto^ 
n  the  course  of  detailed  addresses  to  your  Lord-  fJr  m?!*"*^* 
when  it  would  not  have  become  me,  with  the  Ha«tinKH. 
to  them  and  to  your  Ijordships,  to  have  inter^ 
contradicted  the  assertion  by  that  positive  denial 
§  enabled  to  make  of  it,  that  the  delay  by  which 
I — I  will  not  say,  by  any  blame  of  any  one — spun 
)  this  burdensome  and  unprecedented  length  was, 
;ree,  owing  to  us,  the  advocates  of  Mr.  Ilastings. 

as  we  are   now  but  entering  upon  the  defence 
tinccs,  that  delay,  as  far  as  it  is  even  colourably  Their oi>joc- 
to   US,   can   only   have    been   occasioned    by   our  donrcHujx- 
>  the  adduction  of  that  evidence  which  our  reason  {jJ^^Jurf. 
snt  taught  us  was  iiiijiropcr  to  be  received  ;  and 
ng  we  have  received,  in  many  instances,  the  con- 
[  your  Lordships.      My  Ijords,  upon  this  subject 
your  Lordshi[)s,  as  my  witnesses  as  well  as  my 
Uier,  in  instances  to  the  number  of  twenty  out  of 
le,  in  which  questions  respecting  the  competency 
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ftervened  two   reigns   between  Akhbnr  and  Aurungzcbc  ufei:.  i7?-j- 
-the  reigns   of  Jehan  Ghyr    and  Shah    Jehan.      tFehan  comi^ioii* 
byr    had  civil  wars  in  his  time  :    the  clde:?t  son  cut  off  •^^M""^' . 
m    successor  :    and    a    continual  state  ot   commotion  and  •'.*>han 
wr.      In  the  reign  of  Shah  Jchan^  toward;?  the  close  of  it,  s'hah  jiimii. 
id    when  he   was   too   feeble    to   grasp   his   sceptre   any 

ETf  there  were  four  sons   in  the   field  with   all   India 
tiled  with  them,  contending  for  that  sceptre  he  was  no 
r  able  to  grasp  ;  and  he  had  the  misery  to  live  to  have 
from  him  at  last  by  the  most  wicked,  miserable 
mI  subtle,  of  those  sons,  who  waded  to  the  throne  through 
bs  blood  of  his  three  other  worthier,  contending,  brethren. 
Ifow,  in  the  reign  of  Aurungzebe,  a  prince  of  great  talents,  Ai»*cnrrof 

S  endured  for  forty  years,  one  would  conceive  some-  Jjjijj^."* 
of  a  system  of  law,  the  institution  of  something  that 
give  security  to  property,  peace  and  liappincss  to  man- 
|(id«  Not  a  trace  of  it !  Your  Lordships  will  recollect,  the 
nopoeiiion  of  the  honourable  Manager  was,  that  neither  in 
pwin  or  elsewhere  did  there  exist  such  a  thing  as  arbitrary 
jmrer.  Now  I  will  show  that,  during  the  whole  of  the  i>eriod  Excrri«cof 
if  the  government  of  Aurungzebe  and  Akhbar,  there  existed  "^IJI.J"''*^ 
loihing  else  !  And,  that  I  may  not  be  misunderstood,  I  will 
ilsle  what  I  mean  by  despotii^m  and  arbitrary  power.  I 
prsTi  a  situation  in  which  the  government  entirely  depends 
non  the  discretion  of  the  sovereign  for  the  time  being :  in 
Vliich  there  exists  no  barriers  between  the  subject  and  the 
orereign,  for  the  purpose  of  defining  the  rights  of  the  one 
r  limiting  the  power  of  the  other.  That  I  state  to  have 
mem  the  condition  of  that  country,  which  it  seems  is  cursed 
fj  being  taken  under  the  administration  of  the  British 
istion.  I  confine  myself  to  the  best  period  of  that  history. 
My  extracts  are  from  towards  the  middle  of  the  reign  of 
Lkhbar  down  to  the  close  of  the  reign  of  Aurungzebe. 

The  first  authority  I  shall  trouble  your  Lordships  with  is  Extnu-t 
com  the  travels  of  Mr.  Terry,  who  went  out  as  chaplain  to  Traveis^"^* 
Br  Thomas  Roe,  who  wont  as  ambassador  to  .lehan  Ghyr, 
nd  resided  in   the   country  for  some   time.      Mr.   Terry, 
peaking  of  the  government  of  that  country,  states  it  thus — 

*•  It  is  that,  indeed,  which  ia  the  worst  of  all  Kovemmcnts.  called  by 
mtotle,  desjwtic,  arbitran*,  ilHmited,  tyrannical,  such  as  a  most  severe 
lAflter  uscth  to  sen-ants,  not  that  which  a  j^ood  kin^  ailministereth  to 
ftbjects  ;  which  makes  it  very  uncomfortable  to  those  that  live  as  suhjiTts 
lere  under  the  command*  of  others,  t^iller  than  themselves  by  their 
vord's  length,  or  so  to  be  fixed  in  any  part  of  the  world,  where  no 
HTt  vcaist  the  swoni,  but  that  it  acteth  what  it  lists. 
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and  being  absolute  master  of  all  the  territories  whence  he  receives  14  Feb.  179S . 
ii  revenues.     For  in  the  territories  of  this  prince  the  i^^reut  lords  are 
nft  the  royal  receivers,  who  give  an  account  of  the  king's  revenues 
t^tbs  iifovemors  of  the  provinces,  and  they  to  the  chief  treasurers  and 
IjitoptroDers  of  the  exchequer."* 

Bemier,  an  historian  of  unquestionable  credit^  says, —         ^^"^ 

.  •■  All    the    lands  of   the  kingdom  being  of  the  emjieror's  properly  ^"^^* 
mren   [as  pensions,    under    the  name    of  jagirs,  to  his  military 

i].  &c."t 

?  CatroUs  who  is  a  translator  of   Manouchi,  who   resided  From 
prty-eight  years  in  Hindustan,  and,  of  course,  had  as  good      ^"' 
ik  opportunity  of  ac([uiring  a  knowledge  of  the  nature  of 
be  government  there — more  indeed  than — any  other  person 
■MlM  haTC,  says, — 

!*  •■  [Tla  known  that  the  extent  of  the  imperial  demesnes  is  equal  to 
'^Mk  of  the  territories  of  the  empire.  The  Mogol  is  the  only  proprietor 
pf  all  the  real  estates  in  his  dominions,  and  only  heir  to  his  subjects.'*] t 

f   He  says  afterwards, — 

[Wchave  little  to  say  as  to  the  kind  of  government  and  policy  esta- 
led  by  the  Mogols  in  the  Indies,  ('ertainly  nothing  can  be  more 
lie  than  the  springs  by  which  this  great  machine  is  set  in  motion, 
emperor  alone  is  the  soul  of  it.  His  jurisdiction  being  as  entire  as 
demesnes,  the  whole  authority  resides  in  his  ])ers()n  alone,  and,  pro- 

porij  speaking,  there  is  only  one  master  in  Indo^)tan.     All  the  rest  are 

Mkhier  to  be  looked  on  as  slaves  than  subjects.'' ]§ 

Oirilby  states  that, —  yn*"?.?*.*^'^ 

"  All  the  ground  and  land  of  the  whole  country  is  the  king's  own, 
•o  that  no  man  possesses  a  foot  of  land  but  through  his  favor.  The 
lcni|(  gives  to  eucli  of  his  coiiniiiuuU'rs  and  grandees  that  are  in  his 
country  certain  lands,  [lordships  and  revenues,  for  whieb  they  are  obliged 
(noepting  only  one  third,  whirl i  is  the  king*sj  to  maintain  a  certain 
anmlier  of  )?oldiers,  as  well  in  time  of  jicace  as  war,  as  also  some 
.flepbants,  horses,  camels,  and  leo])ards. 

**  When  a  nobleman  dies,  all  his  goods,  not  tinly  what  was  given  him 
hf  the  king,  but  also  what  be  purchased  him^^elf,  falls  to  the  Mogul, 
who  commonly  leaves  his  widow  the  horsis  and  household  stuft',  and 
gives  to  the  children  some  ])laee  of  note ;  for,  if  a  father  commanded 
orer  a  thousand  horse,  he  will  make  the  son  eonunander  over  fifteen 


•  Tavcmier's  "  Travels  in  India,*'  book  ii.,  chap.  1. — Trinted  in  Knglish,  in 
the  *•  Collection  of  Travels  tlim'  Turkey  into  Persia  ;"  folio,  2  vols.,  1684. 

f  A  long  extract  was  hen*  introduced  from  the  *'  l/Cttre  de  rEtondue  de 
FHindoustan,'*  etc.,  app«-n(U'd  to  tbe  second  volume  of  the  '*  Evcneniens  parti- 
culiers,  on  ce  <iui  »*est  passi*  de  plus  considrrabli*  apres  la  Guerre  cepen- 
dmtcinq  ans,  dan»  les  Ktats  du  Grand  Mogol,**  par  F.  lk*rnier,  1670,  p.  255. 

t  "The  General  History  of  the  Mogol  Empire,'*  extracted  from  the 
"  Memoirs  of  M.  Manouchi,"  a  Venetian,  by  F.  E.  Catrou  ;  Svo.,  London,  1709, 
pi  348. 

§  Ibid.,  p.  360. 
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9  pofom  the  other  necessmir  calls  of  nature.  Ilircarrahs  were  also  u  FKn.  1792 
nplojed  to  discover  if  any  of  the  mohisseels  were  bri))eil  to  allow  them  — 
ren  m  dro])  of  water,  and  they  were  sometimes  kept  in  this  manner  so 
Hiijr  days  as  to  be  brought  to  the  point  of  death,  and  reduced  to  skin 
Ml  Done.  If  tlieir  ser\-ants  lirought  them  any  sustenance,  with  the  con- 
of  the  mohisseels,  if  discovered,  they  were  seized  by  the  liir- 
and  severely  punislied.  To  these  severities  were  added  the 
of  Nazir  Ahmed.  He  used  to  sus|)end  the  zemindars  by  the 
and  after  rubbinfir  the  soles  of  their  feet  with  a  hard  brick, 
them  with  a  switcli.  In  the  winter  he  would  order  them  to 
ipped  naked  and  sprinkled  nvith  water.  And  he  also  used  to  have 
■B  flogged  till  they  consented  to  i>ay  the  money. 
Moorahed  Kuly  Khan  employea  none  but  Hen^lly  Hindoos  in  the 
'ion  of  the  revenues,  because  they  are  most  easily  compelled  by 
iment  to  discover  their  malpractices  ;  and  nothing  is  to  be  appre- 
from  their  pusillanimity.  When  he  discovered  that  an  aumil 
» flomindar  had  dissipated  the  revenues,  and  then,  falling  in  balance. 
ii  miftble  to  make  ^ood  the  deficiency,  he  compelled  the  offender,  his 
lAi  wad  children],  to  turn  Mahometans."* 

1^  Lords,  I  will  not  pursue  these  details  any  further, 
St  I  will  use  the  language  of  a  most  eloquent  and  able 
Niter,  when  he  says, — 

"  I  find  m  J  self  unable  to  mana^icf^  them  with  decorum.  'ITiese  details 
Hi  of  a  species  of  horror  so  nauseous  and  dis^ustin^^,  so  degrading  to 
ili  sufferer  and  to  the  hearer,  so  humihating  to  human  nature  itseU', 
■jl^  on  better  thoughts,  I  find  it  more  advisable  to  throw  a  veil  over 
K  hideous  object,  and  to  leave  it  to  your  own  concei)tions." 

t  I  have  stated  what  was  the  actual  condition  of  this  coun-  jajJll^Kiian. 
tij  under  Jaffier  Khan ;  in  what  manner  he  admini.stercd 
dw  revenue.  The  whole  of  his  character  is  summed  up  in 
i  rigid  exaction  of  the  revenue,  in  a  merciless  and  undis- 
tfpgniahinnr  punishment  upon  all  offenders,  and  a  zealous, 
|ienecuting,  attachment  to  the  faith  of  Mohammed. 

You  shall  now  have  the  terms  in  which  the  character  of 
iam  man,  the  author  of  so  much  misery  and  unhappiness  to 
hft  persons  who  lived  under  his  rule,  is  summed  up  by  the 
lerson  whose  narrative  Gladwin  has  translated.     lie  savs, — 

**  Since  the  time  of  Shayisteh  Khan,  there  has  not  api)eared  in  Bengal, 
lOr  indeed  in  any  part  of  Hindostan,  [an  aumeer  who  could  be  compared 
rith  Jaffer  Khan  for  zeal  in  the  propagation  of  the  faith  ;  for  wisdom  in 
he  establishment  of  laws  and  regulations  ;  for  munificence  and  liberality 
Atlie  encouragement  and  support  given  to  men  of  family  and  eminence'; 
Br  rigid  and  impartial  justice  in  redressing  wTongs  and  punishing 
0bnder8  ;  in  short,  whose  whole  administration  so  much  tended  to  the 
of  mankind,  and  the  glorj'  of  the  C'reator.'*]t 


•  "  A  Narrative  of  the  Transactions  in  Bengal,"  etc. — Translated  from  the 

TdbI  Persian  by  Thomas  Gladwin,  Esq. ;  Calcutta,  Svo.,  178S,  p.  59. 
Ibid.,  p.  109. 
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1  a  short  time  Calcutta  became]  an  extensh-e  and  populous  14Feb.i79S. 

€86  peaceable  and  inoffcnBive  acts  did  the  servants 
^mpany  first  lay  the  foundation  of  their  political 
8.   But  the  more  full  and  perfect  establishment  of  Grant  from 
ipany  was  obtained  afterwards,  by  a  grant  from  the  FwwikSaj^'^ 

Parouksir,  which  was  obtained  for  us  by  the  sin- 
interestedness  of  an  English  gcntlemnn,  of  the  name 
Iton,  who  was  a  surgeon  at  the  factory  of  Calcutta. 
^ad  the  good  fortune  to  save  the  life  of  that  Emperor, 
3    then    afflicted   with   a   dangerous    disorder,   the 

granted  him  liberty  to  ask  what  he  would,  and  pro- 
zi  the  performance  of  his  wish.  With  a  liberal  and 
ated  patriotism,   he   asked   for  the  Company    that 

under  which  they  enjoyed  the  right  of  free  trade, 
ey  exercised  in  India  continually,  up  to  the  time  of 
Hiring  the  diwani. 

igzebe  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Behadar  Shall,  succession 
lid  not  seat  himself  quietly  upon  the  throne  of  his  shah!****^ 
nr  he  was  obliged  to  contend  for  the  empire  with  two 
;  with  the  only  one  of  whom  who  had  any  probable 
'  contending  for  the  empire  he  with  great  generosity 
-o  share  it,  for  the  purpose  of  saving  the  effusion  of 
>lood.  Ho  had  the  virtue  to  weep  over  the  head  of 
thcr,  when  presented  to  him  in  triumph.  Jle  forbad 
ch  of  victory  to  be  beaten  or  the  songs  of  triumph  to 
ded.     My  Lords,  this  prince  was  too  worthy  to  reign 

that  country,  lie  was  taken  of!',  in,  I  believe,  the 
rf  four  or  five  years,  by  poison,  and  left  the  Eastern 
to  be  fought  for  by  fonr  sovereigns,  all  of  them  siic- 
y  the  jnippets  set  up  and  played  off  against  one 
*  by  a  monster  of  ini(iuity,  Zuffelik  Khan — Aniilen 

he  is  j-omelimes  called — and,  at  last,  he  rcscjrved  the 
crthlcss  of  tbi'in  all  as  the  fittest  tool  for  his  purj)oses. 
krince  was  Ji»hander  Sbah,  who  degraded  the  throne  JoimmW 
hi  with  brutish  and  low  vices,  and  let  in  the  view  rruoiurs 
nkind  upon  j)leasures  and  disorders  which  all  the 
lecent  descendants  of  Timur  had  hitherto  secluded 
lut  out  from  the  view  of  mankind.  This  mon- 
hibitcd  in  the  streets  of  Delhi  scenes  that  were  tit 
«  times  of  Hcliojjabalus  and  Caracalla.  The  world 
"cw  sick  of  this  monster  and  his  protector.     Two  other 
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Htafined  within  very  narrow  limits^  occupying  at  the  largest  u  Feb.  1792. 
tent  only  the  kingdom  of  Bijapoor,  had  extended  them- 
greatly  along  the  western  coast  of  India  from  Goa  to 
it     Tliis  extent  they  attained  in  the  reign  of  one  wlio  is 
their  founder,   Sevaji.      Sevaji,  the  founder  of  this 
iratta  empire,  died  but  in  1680. 

riiould  apprise  your  Lordships  that,  in  stating  somewhat 
^thiSy  I  wish  to  encounter  an  argument  wliich  was  adduced 
ihe  honourable  Managers,  and  has  often  been  urged,  that 
tpplanted  some  old,  established,  prescriptive,  form  of 
iment  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe.  No  such  thing! 
government  with  which  \ve  were  united,  or  with  which 
>hed,  was  itself  a  crude  supersession  of  some  form  of 
imcnt,  itself  not  a  very  ancient  usurpation  upon  the 
ling.  The  founder  of  the  Mahratta  government  died 
f  1680,  in  the  reign  of  Aurungzebe.  The  last  effective 
ll^A  of  this  house  died  in  1740.  So  that,  between  the  death 
l^tfie  first  founder  of  that  empire  and  the  last,  there  passed 
Itt  an  interval  of  sixty  years. 

^9V>wnrds  the  close  of  the  reign  of  Sevaji,  when  he  became  Eniarge- 
and  unequal  to  the  offices  of  government,  two  officers,  MShnrtto*** 
Peshwaand  the  [Pirti  Nidhi],  appropriated  to  themselves  **°*p*'*- 
considerable  parts  of  his  dominions,   and  acquired  to 
slves  by  encroachment  a  very  considerable  part  of  the 
Iminions  of  their  neighbours.     The  Peshwa  was  able   to 
pnsmit,  in  hereditary  succession,  his  own  authority  in  the 
intry  about   Poonah.     lie  transmitted  his  own  acquired 
usurped  power  to  his  descendants ;    and  in  tliat  way  an 
thority  only  acquired  in  the  year  1740,  but  sixteen  years 
than  the  English  power  in  India,  is  the  most  ancient ; 
lir  the  MahratUi  is  the  most  ancient  of  all  the  powers  that 
liiin  empire  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe.     The  Buxar  Raja 
rith  several  other  cliicfs  of  the  Mahratta  nations,  descending 
Kim   the    mountains  with  vast   and  irresistible  bodies    of 
■valry,  appropriated  to  themselves  large  proportions  of  the 
Brritories  [of  the  Mogul,  and  established  themselves  in]  the 
lOrtb  and  north-eastern  countries  of  [the  empire]     This  was 
II  about  the   period  of  the  year  1740.      The  consolidated 
mpire,  if  I  may  so  call  it,  of  tlie  Mahrattas  was  dissolved,  J}^'*^*^- 
nd  several  subsequent  states  rose  ujtou  its  ruins  about  theratucm. 
■me  period. 

After  the  shock  of  Nadir  Shah,  the  subnhdar  of  Oude  set  "^^^^ 
m   for  himself,  and  transmitted  an  hereditary  dominion  to  JJ^^JJg*'^ 
IIB  son-in-law,  Sufdar  Jiuig,  and  from  him  to  Suja-ud-Dowla  Aroofc,«to. 
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been  inflamed  by  exorbitant  accounts  given  of  the  wealth  of  h  Feb.  1792. 
Ae  British  nation  and  of  the  merchants  at  Calcutta,  [endea-  i>y  suraj-ua* 
VOured]  to  exterminate  the  British  force  in  India.  I  know  some  ^^^** 
■ooounts  have  been  given  of  some  supposed  means  of  offence, 
tuunely^  the  protection  that  was  extended  to  an  obnoxious 
mbject^  of  the  name  of  Kissindass.  This  and  other  such  like 
BOtuids  have  been  urged  as  exciting  the  attack,  in  the  year 
\766,  upon  the  British  settlement.  But  they  can  furnish  no 
PECUse  for  that  wanton  and  cruel  aggression,  inasnmch  as 
nrsry  privilege  and  immunity  of  the  British  nation  was  Jaid 
ll  his  feet  before  the  period  when  he  thought  proper  to  set 
M  upon  the  cruel  business  of  the  extermination.  Mr.  Watts 
pded  to  him  the  farman  of  Farouksir ;  and  the  English,  at 
jkiB  time  he  chose  to  attack  Calcutta,  were  perfectly  an  un- 
nrileged,  unprotected,  race,  and  had  no  other  claims  than 
pan  his  mercy  and  clemency.  If  they  had  claims  upon  his 
JUBOPCy  and  clemency,  they  had  claims  which  would  notCrudtira 
tand  them  in  stead.  He  took  that  town,  and,  though  ITS-hhn.*^ 
ill  not  impute  to  him  as  blame  all  the  cruelties  which 
psmened  upon  that  capture — though  I  will  not  charge  him 
inn  immuring  the  members  of  that  factory  in  a  place  in- 
lequatc  to  sustain  them — the  place  popularly  known  by 
le  name  of  the  "  Black  hole'' — though  I  will  not  impute 
%  him  that  intention,  yet  he  heard  the  news  of  their 
leadful  fate  with  indifference;  he  did  not  mitigate  the 
■flferings  of  the  survivors,  but  enhanced  them  by  every 
lineltj  in  his  power.  lie  drove  them  from  Calcuttji,  to 
Idee  refuge  on  board  the  King's  ships  lying  at  [Fulta]. 
Iherc,  amidst  pestilential  damps,  diseases,  want  and  filtli  of 
bvery  kind,  they  drew  out  a  miserable  existence,  envying 
Bm  happier  fate  of  their  countrymen,  who  had  expired  a  few 
BKmths  before  in  the  prison  I  have  been  mentioning.  There  subscqiicnt 
irere  the  wretched  remains  of  this  colony  of  the  English  filir'KjJIJTw^^ 
bund  by  Colonel  Clive  and  Admiral  Watson,  upon  their  ""**^'''^'"^*^' 
Vrival,  in  December,  17oG.  What  they  did  in  arms,  my 
Eiords,  was  an  act  of  self-defence,  and  absolutely  necessary 
ID  their  own  preservation  from  the  extermination  that  was 
neditated,  and  of  which  intention  they  had  had  such  pregnant 
md  such  j)ainful  proofs.  They  did  what  became  them  upon 
hat  occasion.  They  received  a  reinforcement  of  that  strength 
0d  of  that  skill  which  enabled  them,  having  English  hearts 
n  their  bosoms,  to  meet  the  multitudes  that  opposed  them. 
[n  that  struggle  of  self-defence  they  achieved,  without  having 
i  for  their  object^  that  empire  that  we  have  at  this  moment. 
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Colonel  Clivc    to   continue   that   form   of  government,  i*Fijb.  1702. 

Ii  had  obtamed  in  the  country,  to  which  their  prejudices 

a  gome  measure  attached.     At  least,  he  thought  it  not 

immediately  to  sissert,  on  the  part  of  the  Company  and 

Iritbh  nation,  a  claim  to  empire,  as  immediately  acquired 

icir  own  sword.     He,  therefore,  determined  upon  sus- 

ig,  in  the  person  of  Mir  Jaffier,  the  country  govern- 

,  as  it  had  been  administered  in  the  time  of  Suja-ud- 

la  and  the  antecedent  [princes].    The  event  of  that  day, 

attle  of  Plassey,  was  such  as  reflected  eternal  honour 

our   arms ;    and,  for   all   real   purposes  of   dominion, 
ually  vested  in  the  British  nation  the  government  of 
ountry ;  making  us  responsible  for  it  to  all  other  powers, 
considered  us  as  at  the  head  of  it,  and  obliging  us  to 
under  our  charge  and  protection  the  interest  of  that 
e  whom  we  chose  to  set  upon  the  musnud. 
le  treaty  made  at  that  time  with  Mir  JaflSer  certainly  Treaty  w- 
LOt  sufficiently  provide  for  the  British  interests.     There  Mi?j2fflw!* 
I  think,  a  large  sum  allowed  to  the  Company,  as  an 
unification  fur  their  expenses,  and  Mir  Jaffier  engaged 
at  the  charge  of  the  maintenance  of  all  the  troops  while 
e  field ;  but,  except  they  were  in  the  field,  this  treaty 
t  no  provision,  and,  therefore,  as  Mir  Jaffier  wanted  to 
\   everything    that    was   burdensome,   it    was    not   his 
letfs  to  call    the    troops   into   the   field,  but   to  saddle 
[Jompany  with  the  constant  maintenance  of  the  force 
li  they  must  necessarily  keep  up  for  their  mutual  pre- 
tion;  he  contributing  as  little  as  he  possibly  could  to 
und  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  that  force.     His  hl*  treach< 
let  with  respect  to  that — his  treacherous   conduct  in  Conduct, 
tiating  with   the   Dutch — for   he    began  a  negotiation 
them  for  the  introduction  of  their  power  from  Batavia, 
16  purpose  of  a  sort  of  counterpoise  to  the  power  of  the 
3h — his  negotiations  with  the  Shah  Zada,  the  eldest  son 
ic  Emperor,   then  hanging  with   a  considerable   force 

the  slvirts  of  the  province  of  Behar — all  were  of  a 
•e  extremely  inimical  to  the  interests  of  Great  Britain  : 
more  than  all,  his  imi)rovident  expenses,  which  disabled 
ind  hir<  neglii^cnro,  which  made  him  indifferent,  to  supply 
orces  \\\\\\  that  pay  which  was  necessary,  in  order  to 

British  forces  in  tlu;  field,  brought  on  a  crisis  in  our 
ir,  in  which  it  became  necessary  to  consider  whether 
large  ]>n>i)ortiou  of  [)owcr  which  had  been  entrusted 

Mil  .lallier,  with  a  view  certainly,  in  the  persons  who 
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C*  e  him  so  much  pleasure."     These  are,  I  believe,  correctly  u  fbb.  itoj. 
terms  in  which  what  I  was  observing  upon  was  stated 
Now  is  that  historically  true  ?   There  are  many  gentlemen 
B  this  country  who  were  in  the  camp  of  Miran  on  the  night 
W  lua  death,  who  remember  that,  so  far  from  its  being  a 
i^^t  when  there  was  no  alarm  or  menace  in  the  heavens, 
twaa  A  night  of  the  most  tempestuous  horror  that,  in  all  the 
that  they  were  in  India,  where  scenes  of  that  sort  are 
frequent  than  in  this  more  temperate  climate,  they  ever 
■nembered.     I  have  endeavoured  to  find  whether  there  be 
1^  kind  of  suggestion  or  hint,  near  or  more  remote,  that 
Mild  have  raised  the  suspicion  which  seems  to  have  tainted 
IB  honourable  mind  of  the  right  honourable  Manager.    I  am  ^ilJJ'XIJjt*^^ 
tie   it   must  be  somewhere,    because  he  has  a  mind  that  J^^^'j^p'i 
Bold    not  cherish  such  kind  of  suspicions  without  cause,  liiiswiu 
jr  Lords,  I  can  find  it  nowhere  I     But  I  do  find  a  single 
itorical    account  of  the   accident,    in   a  work   which   has 
but    lately  translated  and  published,  and  of  which  I 
a   better  translation  than  that  in  print — the  work  of 
lad    Gholam]  Hussein    Khan.      He   is   a   writer   of    no 
Hkn    description    nor    meanly    descended;    he    is   himself 
considerable  jagirdar,  a   gentleman  of  great   respect   for 
loency    of  manners  and   character,    very    well   known,   I 
iBevc^    to  a  great  number  of  persons  in  this  country,  and, 
hBt  is  more,  he  had  the  means  of  knowing  the  fact  which 
(  relates,  for  his  father  was  the  minister  of  the  Shah  Zjida  at 
la  time  the  Shah  Zada  was  in  the  field  against  us,  and  at 
he  time  Miran  was  killed  by  lightning.     1  will  reud  to  your 
Lordship!*  the  way  in  which  he  states  it — and  you  wnll  see 
did  a  great  believer  in  predestination. 

*  As  it  was  the  coinmeiu'enK'nt  of  the  rains,  and  the  intention  of 
k  Creator  of  all  thin«?.s  was  bent  on  vcn|:(eance  for  the  deeds  of 
■mn  "— 

Pifobably  he  points  to  the  story  of  Miran  having  killed 
{nraj-ud-Dowla ;  for  there  is  a  popular  tradition,  I  do  not 
3IOW  whether  founded  or  no,  that  he  occasioned  immediately 
he  death  of  Suraj-ud-Dowla,  for  fear  his  father,  who  was 
QOTC  mcrcifid,  niight  have  leaned  to  compai=5sion  and  sav(id 
lis  life  after  the  battb^  of  |  Pla^^sey]. 

[**  The  rainy  season  I'ad  r^ct  in  with  its  usual  fury  ;  and,  nt  the 
ieginnin<(  of  ibe  nij;h1  Ihi'io  Itll  such  a  violent  storm  of  rain  as  obscured 
be  world  from  Miran  and  his  flatterers,  and  turned  the  luminous  days 
i  his  life  and  j>roM)erity  into  utter  darkness  and  everlasting  obscurity, 
t  WBS  now  ten  o'clock  at  ni^dit ;  but,  the  rain  continuinf?  with  unremitting 
ioleiicc,  he  had  :d*H:idv  (1i.smib{.:cd  two  or  thrco  of  liitt  favourites,  such  as 
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■^  It  was  not   the   interest — and   measure   it   by   thai — of  iifeb.itw. 

:  Jolond  Caillaud — God  forbid  that  such  a  suspicion  should 
'•|r  a  moment  glance  at  him,  even  hypotheticaliy  as  I  state 
r— bnt  it  was  not  the  interest  of  him  or  the  British  nation 
Ittt  Miran  should  be  taken  off.     For,  so  much  attached  to 

i|pB  were  the  i>eopIe  under  him,  that  it  was  absolutely  neces- 

f'  to  march  his   palanquin,  seven  days  together,  at  the 
1  of  hU  troops,  to  avoid  mutiny,  and  to  march  them  from 
enemy  against  which  they  were  advancing. 
l|Xliere  is  another  story,  somewhat  similar,  that  occurs  about  Tiipsioryof 
ime  period,  which  the  honourable  Manager  related  to  seaia/^"^*^ 
Lordships,  and  of  which,  therefore,  I  conceive  that  1 
at  liberty  to  give  the  fair  counter-representation.     It  is 
the  story  of  the  Three  Seals  ;*  in  which  Colonel  Cail- 
was   attempted  to  be   implicated  and,  through  him, 
Hastings,  who  was  at  that  time  attending  Mir  Jafiier, 
lyed  at  the   Durbar,  on   the  part  of  the  East  India 
ipany.     The  story  as  related  is  this  : — 
\    At  that  time,  the  Shah  Zada,  as  I  stated,  was  in  arms 

fl  near  us.     Mir  Jaffier,  apprehensive  from  some  corrc-  Pretended 
odence  which  either  had  been  carried  on,  or  was  conceived  j^Ttjf  "^ 
have  been  carried  on,  between  Mr.  Holwell,  the  tern-  f^j^SiHg "^ 
imaij  Governor,   and  the    Shah   Zada,  in  virtue  of  these  tuo  suaii 
inyicions,  wished  to  make  a  trial  of  the  good  faith  of  Colonel 
CSuUaud,  and  to  know  to  what  extent^  if  to  any,  he  was 
IBiplicated   in   any   such   proceedings   or   conspiracy.      He 
llierefore  induced  [Chuckan],  a  man  who  is  stated  to  have 
been  of  very  infamous  character,  to  fabricate  this  story  of 
tfuB  letter.     He  ])roduces  a  letter  as  if  coming  from  a  })erH()u 
of  the  name  of  Conderoy,  who  was  the  servant  of  Canigur 
Ehan^  a  person  of  principal  trust  about  the  Shah  Zada.     In 
tfuB  letter,  he  is  supposed  to  state  that  he  will  deliver  up  the 
person  of  the  Shah  Zada,  alive  or  dead,  upon  receiving  an 
iKurance  from  the  Nawab,  countersigned,  I  believe  it  was 
o  be,  on  the  part  of  the  English,  for  the  payment  of  a  lac  of 
rupees,  for  achieving  this  mischief 

Colonel  Caillaud,  knowing  i)crfectly,  as  everybody  ^^J^l^  ,^'*^^"{*Can- 
nrhen  it  was  produced,  through  the  medium  through  which  laud.  ' 
t  was  produced,  that  it  was  a  mean  and  shallow  contrivance 
>f  tlio   Xawab     conceiving  it   to  be,  what  it   was,  a  men* 
jxperimontal  tiction  -did  jmt  his  name  to  this  paper,  and 
jveryhody  gave  Colonel  Caillaud  credit  for  the  integrity  of 
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that  which  had  been  incidentally  mentioned  respecting  i*  fbh.  niw. 
m  prcflence  of  Mr.  Hastings  was  entirely  unfounded,  tlien 
Sv'  did  Mr.  Hastings  take  his  seat  as  one  of  that  Council 
Wofna  the  inquiry. 

^£  it  had  rested  there,  and  there  had  been  no  further  A('i"''*^^<*/ 
,  the  honourable  Manager  would   have    had   better  limu?^    ^^' 


for  his  suspicion ;  but  the  Company  instituted,  upon 
h  mlgect  of  Colonel  Caillaud,  a  further  inquiry ;  and  upon 
It  inqairy  acquitted,  in  the  fullest  and  most  extensive 
MBner,  Colonel  Caillaud  of  any  blamable  motive  whatever, 
il^  as  a  testimony  of  their  approbation,  applied  to  his 
[fcety  to  confer  a  mark  of  distinction  upon  him,  in  onler 
^Mlve  the  wound  drawn  upon  him  by  this  improvident 
His  Majesty  was  pleased  to  confer  the  rank  of 
ier-General.  And  there,  I  believe,  the  subject  was 
and  no  human  creature  had  a  thought  of  resorting  to 
till,  something  occurring  concerning  it  in  the  in- 
of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  it  fell 
the  observation  of  one  of  the  honourable  Managers, 
16  directly  asserted  that  this  was  ^^a  mock  trial  and 
Ittmve  acquittal."'  These  are  the  words  the  honourable 
janager  applied  to  this  transaction. 

This  matter,  it  seems,  bears  no  very  near  reference  to  The  drc um- 
Kjthing  before  your  Lordships,  but,  inasmuch  as   it   has  amii?(i""i' 
MH    asserted — or   rather   insinuated ;    for  the    honourable  uje  [haJir^ 
Imager  certainly,  from  the  evidence  before  him,  could  not 
dee  upon  him  to  assert  it  as  a  fact — but,  he  having  insinuated 
1^  it  became  me  to  repel  the  insinuation,  and  to  restore  it  to 
ll  original  nothingness. 

About  this  period,  the  vices  of  Mir  Jafficr's  government  MisRovmi- 
ad  become  so  great — such  was  his  insolvency,  such  the  j"amcr.'^  ^^"^ 
■^[Mid  condition  of  our  troops — that  it  was  necessary  for 
ir.  Vansittart,  then  recently  arrived  from  England,  to  take 
Ome  effective  measures  for  the  purpose  of  putting  the 
Sompany's  affairs,  and  the  government  which  Mir  JafHer 
mnediately  administered,  into  a  situation  of  security.  It 
necessary  to  devolve  a  considerable  portion  of  authority, 

had  been  before  committed  to  Mir  Jafficr,  upon  the  Rrasoiuifor 
boulders  of  some  abler  and  fitter  person.     It  was  difficult  nrJIiminS- 
>  select  such  person  from  the  houi*chold  immediately  of  Mir  trntiouor 

■    XT  .1^.  Ml  i»x        TTiiii  the  pn)vinco 

anicr — mueed  it  was  not  possible  to  do  it.     lie  iiad  Ihree  ioC(w«im 
>ns,  who  have,  indeed,  all  of  them,  successively,  sat  upon  the 
luanud,  but  they  were  none  of  them  of  sullick'ntly  ailult 
gc.     It  was  neces&ary  fur  them  to  look  about  lor  a  peiooii 
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^^^ts   claimed;    and,  as  I  humbly  conceive,  at  this  distance  ufkd.  170^2. 
l^ftimCy  one  may  discuss  the  subject  without  prejudice,  and  caui«M)f 
a  sobriety  of  judgment  which  a  remoteness  from  the  th?EngUsil! 
"  gives  one.    Claims  were  set  up,  on  the  part  of  British 
»t8  in  India,  not  warranted  by  the  terms  of  that  farman 
vt  which  they  claimed.     That  was  the  principle  subject 
^the  difference  between  Cossim  AH  and  the  servants  of  the 

Eftny.  The  terms  of  the  pharman  conveyed  to  the  English 
t  of  free  export  and  in^port  of  goods,  for  the  purpose 
fie  Company's  trade,  by  shipping.  It  did  not  convey  to 
bm — for  your  Lordships  will  recollect  the  i)eriod  of  time 
Ptti  this  was  granted :  it  was  the  time  when  the  ("ompany 
_  td  the  tnide  by  the  intervention  of  a  few  agents  rcsi- 
at  Calcutta— it  was  a  distortion  of  the  terms  of  the 
to  apply  it  to  the  situation  in  which  we  then  stood 
India,  and  to  the  privilege,  not  only  of  export  and 
't  trade,  of  which  there  was  then  no  dispute,  but  to 
privilege  of  all  the  intcrnnl  trade  in  the  articles  of  the 
'th  and  consumption  of  the  country.  But  that  of  salt 
the  principal  subject  of  difference  between  them.  The 
ipany  contended  that  their  dastak  was  sufficient  to  pjiss 
goods  of  the  English,  duty  free,  without  any  dastak  from 
officers  of  the  government  of  that  country. 
Now,  in  all  the  disputes  that  have  obtained,  from  the 
[inning  of  our  settlement  in  India  up  to  the  present  time, 
not  find  any  one  in  which  the  English  nation  has  been 
pD  palpably  wrong  as  they  were  in  that  dispute  with  this 

eUBt  atrocious  tyrant,  and  for  whom,  therefore,  hardly  any 
e  has  ever  opened  a  mouth  to  offer  one  syllable  of  vind- 
ication. The  latter  acts  of  his  government  cannot  bo 
vindicated  :  they  violate  every  right  of  nature  and  of  na- 
tions: not  a  word  can  be  said  for  him.  But,  in  the  origin  of 
Ae  dispute  upon  this  subject  respecting  the  English  dastak, 
I  humbly  conceive  that  those  gentlemen,  who,  with  Air. 
Vansittart,  upon  that  occasion,  were  for  narrowing  the  use  of 
it  merely  to  the  Company's  trade,  leaving  the  other  trade 
which  the  servants  of  the  Company  should  carry  on  liable  to 
visitation  and  control,  certainly  contended  for  that  sense  of 
the  farman  which  is  the  fair  construction  it  bears.  How- 
ever, the  dispute  respecting  this  subject  grew  to  considerable 
warm  til. 

It  is  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Iliustings — and  here  almost  begins  Jf'*5}{^\'j"j;'' 
lis  political  life  ;  he  was  dej)uted  to  settle  certain  disputes  inin to ar- 
wbich  had  taken  place  between  the  gentleman  then  at  the  ™"^  **** 
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;^li  withdrawing  an  order  which  at  that  time  he  had  pub- iifeu.  1792. 
^fkedy    namely,   that   all  duties   should   be   taken    off  tlic  ordeHv^* 

Ities  of  his  country,  and  that  there  should  be  a  trade  airau&nn 
r| Ids  country  duty  free ;  a  measure  to  which  he  was  driven  ^^^  witinn 
the  pertinacity  of  the  English  Company,  who  insisted   "  *"^  *^"'' 
their  goods  should   be   exempt  from  all  duty,  they 
a  sort  of  imperial  trader ;  and,  by  the  sale  of  that  pri- 
to  others,  they  virtually  monopolised  the  whole  trade 
lim   All's  country.     It  seemed  there  was  no   other 
_   of  obviating  it  than  by  levelling  at  one  blow  all  the 

Enrhatever,  and  letting  in  all  mankind  to  an  equal  par- 
3n  in  the  benefits  of  his  commerce.     It  had  the  effect 
ediately  introducing,  as  it  naturally  would,  a  prodl- 
flow  of  conmierce  into  his  country — a  great  quantity 
Is  from   other  countries ;  and  was  likely,  considered 
with  a  view  to  his  own  country,  to  be  a  measure  pro- 
[▼e  of  great  advantage  to  him.     But  it  was  a  measure 
L  destructive  of  the  English   immunities,  claimed  in  that 
rarrontable  extent  to  which,  I  conceive,  they  were  at  that 
churned,  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  Council  percmp- 
ly  insisted  with  the  Nawab  that  he  should  set  up  again 
duties,  in  order  that  they  might  enjoy  again  their  old 
mnities;  and,  for   the  purpose  of  so  insisting,  the  two 
demen  whose  names  I  mentioned  were  sent  as  ambassadors 
the  Nawab. 

E.  While  they  were  in  the  discharge  of  this  embassy,  some  coniijctwiiii 
IjOttts  with  arms  being  seized  by  the  Nawab,  and  a  ra«li  f J,^,,*^;^;"'*"" " 
ipt   to  seize   some    [deserters]    by  Mr.  Ellis,  brouij^lit 
igs  to  a  crisis,  in  which  the  English  arms  and  the  arms  of 
i  Nawab  were  opposed  to  each  other.      But,  before  Mr.  MurUorc»f 
BUiB  had  retired  from  the  discharge  of  his  embassy,  he  was 
cruelly  massacred  in  cold  blood  by  the  orders  of  Cossiiu 
AIL     From  that  moment  no  terms  were  kept  or  were  to  ])c 
kept  with  Cossim  Ali.     All  the   divided   members  of  the 
Council  were  instantly  united  against  that  person  who  had 
fiommenced  his  career  of  self  redress — I  will  call  it — y)y  an 
■Ot  of  such  atrocity,  and  a  violation  of  every  law  of  nature 
■nd  of  nations. 

Mr.  Hastings,  who  had  uniformly  opposed  these  demands,  aikiiuIoh- 
being  founded  as  it  appeared  to  him  in  injustice,  at  tbis  n,i!^i,2|  Airs 
moment  felt  that  the  cause  of  his  country  required  him  to  jiiJf'iiiSi. 
abandon  the  further  protection  of  Cossim  Ali — of  a  person  ">p*- 
who  seemed  to  have  forgotten  every  principle  of  justice.     He 
bad  intended,  when  the  war  broke  out  which  he  saw  was 
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upon  tliat  sort  of  subject.     The  conduct  of  Cossini  Ali  14 frb.  171*2 
to  be  dictated  by  a  degree  of  gratitude  towards  a 
who  had,  in  the  course  of  his  intercoui'se  with  him, 
iftted  him,  as  he  has  done  every  pei*son  in  power  in  that 
■ntry  with  whom  it  was  his  lot  to  act — with  the  utmost 
Kiliation  and  respect.     Letters  directing  respect  to  the 
iftds  or  persons  are  the  letters  upon  which  the  Managers 
Ij,  lid  imputing  a  corrupt  communication  with  Cosdm  Ali. 
Nur  Lordships  see  how  readily  he  enlisted  himself  in  that 
Uic  cause — when  it  became  one  ;  how  sturdily  and  man- 
ly he  continued  in  it,  till,  by  the.  flight  of  Cossim  Ali, 
le  Company's  ascendency  was  completely  established]. 
That  war  did  not  last  a  loner  time.     The  talents  of  Major  War  with 
buns,  aided  by  Colonel  Carnac  and  Colonel  Munro,  soon   ^'***"     * 
live  Cossim    Ali  from  the  province?,    and  obliged  him  to'^soyor- 
9B  shelter  with  Suja-ud-Dowla,    And  afterwards,  when  that 
■oe  was  defeated  at  the  battle  of  Buxar,  when  he  was 
W^t   to  entertain  a  meaner  opinion  of  his  own  prowess 
I  that  of  his  troops  than  he  had  heretofore  had,  when 
■aim   Ali  was  obliged   to   take  shelter  under  the  wing 
ler  of  some  stronger  power  or  in  some  place  more  remote 
m  the  British  vengeance,  at  that  time,  Suja-ud-Dowla,  per- 
nng  his  country  overrun  by  Briti.sh  forces,  perceiving  his 
aal,  Bulwant  Sing,  in  arms  in  the  field,  transfcmng  those 
aa  to  his  adversary,  and  when  he  .saw  by  imperial  sanads 
\  province  of  Benares  transferred  to  the  British  Company 
■t  that  moment,  Suja-ud-Dowla  thought  that  the  British 
dcnij   though  they  would  not  for-ive  aggrccfaions  such  as 
arim  Ali  had  been  guilty  of,  yet  that  they  would  forgive 
person    opposed  to  them  in  oi)en  war,  trusting  to  their 
aerosity,  humanity  and  clemency.     Perhaps  I  accelerate 
18  topic;    I  am  not   quite  certain  whether  it   happened 
lore  Mr.  Hastings'  departure  from  India.     I  think  it  did 
Apen  just  before  the  ])eriod  of  his  departure.    I  will  there-  Mr.  Hast- 
re  for  the  present  only  mcnticm  this— that  Mr.  irijistmgs,  du<t, 
kTiDg  taken  no  indecisive  part   in  the  troubles  that   had 
oently  exercised  that  Government,  it  is  to  the  credit  of 
B  manliness  that  he  made  no  enemies  upon  the  occasion ; 
is  to  the  credit  of  his  moderation  that,  in  a  situation  in 
hich  such  large  sums  were  accumulated,  in  the  shape  of  {][^}if/^^*® 
««cnts  made  at  the  time  by  jVIir  Jaffier  to  the  gentlemen  j^^y^fj^"*' 
Btrumental  in  raising  him  to  the  musnud — a  matter  which  monojrfkvui 
shall  neither  praise  nor  blame  ;  because  there  does  seem  to 
J  a  considerable  degree  of  allowance  to  be  made  for  those 

VOL.  J  I.  N  N 
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3owla ;  that  Siija-ud-DowIa,  after  the  battle  of  Buxar,  had  14  fbb.  1703. 
■eourse  to   the   British  generosity   and   clemency  for  his 
VDtection. 

The  English,  as  called  upon  by  every  principle  of  policy,  Mnsmcreof 
naoribed  Cossim  Ali,  who  massacred  a  great  number  of  h"co^8^^° 
IritiBh    subjects,  who  had,  upon  the  faith   of  treaty,  put  ^^^• 
peniflelves  into  his  hands.      That  outrage  was  never,  upon 

principle  of  reason  and  policy,  to  be  forgiven.     It  is  the  xocosHiiy 
of  this  country  that  the  person  of  every  British  sub- fjjg5}}"^it. 
in  that  country  should  be  held  sacred.      Consider  by  "^*- 
a  handful  of  men — a  few  adventurous  travellers  from 
mlmown  and  distant  land — are  the  people  of  that  country 
ipltroUed  and  governed.     To  suffer  one  unpunished  instance 
|P  rach  outrageous  insult  to  the  British  name  and  British 
Pilings,  would  be  to  dissolve  that  i>otent  charm,  made  up  of 
Jiniiration  and  fear,  and  superstition,  by  which  the  eastern 
Pforld  18  fascinated  and  subdued  into  an  acquiescence  in  the 
liPlinion  of  these  bold  and  adventurous   travellers  from  a 
bteot  country.     If  that  charm  is  once  dissolved,  if  they  can 
S  once  brought  to  believe  that  the  standard  of  revolt  could 
jp  reared  with  success  against  the  British  dominion,  at  that 
loinent  our  dominion  in  that  country  is  at  an  end.      The 
■ne  reason  that  dictated  it,  as  a  measure  of  persevering 
qKo7»  to  proscribe  him,  in  every  treaty  with  every  jwiwer  in 
■dia,  made  it  necessary  to  preclude  from  the  return  into  his  ProMripiion 
minions  the  zamindar  of  Benares,  after  he  had,  with  too  minda/or 
mnidable  effect,  reared  the  standanl  of  revolt  and  rebellion  J^*"^"*"- 
ponat  his  bestowing,  generous  and  protecting,  masters. 

I  have  stated  that  Suja-ud-Dowla,  feeling  himself  humbled  ciomenry 
I  power,  had  recourse  to  the  British  generosity  and  cUmiency  su^imk?- 
ir  protection  ;   and  that,  in  the  hope  he  reposed   in   that  ^^*'^'**- 
aneroaity  and  clemency,  he  was  not  disappointed.     Colonel 
inmao  opened  the  way,  and  it  followed  afterwards,  upon  the 
mval  of  Lord  Clive,  to  that  Hort  of  treatment  of  Suja-ud- 
)owIa  which  has,  I  conceive,  reflected  the  highest  lustre 
Don  the  generosity  and  policy  of  the   British  Company. 
niia  letter  is  dated  the  22d  of  May,  1765.* 

"  Hearin((  that  Siijah  Dowlub  ^\^ls  drawing  near,  I  sent  Captain  Swinton  I^ttorof 
Vlih  Ri^h  Shitabroy  to  meet  him.      He  arrived  in  the  evening?,  on  the  ^^^!^^ 
Ifponte  tide  of  the  river,  and  immediately  crossed  it  with  his  brother-in- 
lar  Salar  Jung,  and  a  very  few  fuUuwcrs,  in  order  to  wait  upon  me.     I 


*  Printed  in  tho  Third  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  India 
CoBqMBy,  1773 ;   Appendix,  No.  S5. 
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Bui  want  SId^c.  who,  being  in  Suja-ud-Dowla's  army  u  fe«.  1702. 

(til  troopd,  withdrew  that  assistance  from  him,  and^  though 
I  did  not  actively  transfer  it  to  the  English — for  no  such 
ligations  we  can  acknowledge  to  him — yet  he  crippled 
id  weakened  his  master's  force,  by  the  doubt  he  infused 
to  his  mind  whether  that  foice  would  act  for  or  against 
in. 

Bulwant  Sing,  for  services  of  the  complexion  I  have 
Med,  was  thought  proper  to  be  comprehended  in  the 
EMity.  Bulwant  Sing  had  done  us  no  effective  service.  He 
kd  come  to  our  camp,  and,  in  a  moment  when  he  thought 
I  imsafe  to  remain  there,  had  fled  from  it ;  and  he  had  come 
iKkf  upon  the  faith  of  promises  which  our  Government 
I  Calcutta,  in  regret,  declared  they  wished  had  never 
sen  made.  That  man,  however,  it  was  thought  fit  to 
Miode  in  this  treaty  of  Allahabad.  And  what  was  secured  (^.Q^fl^e^i 
fi  lum  by  it?  Why,  that  he  should  be  continued  to  be  the  as  renter  of 
of  Suja-ud-Dowla,  as  he  had  heretofore  been  of  the  si^^a-ud-  ^ 

India  Company.     When  I  say  he  had  been  heretofore  ^^^• 
'  the   English  Company,  I  am  adverting  to  the   moment 
hen  we  had  obtained  by  imperial  sanad  a  grant  of  the 
irennes  of  Benares  :  and  in  that  he  was  confirmed,  and  no 

— a   renter  under    Suja-ud-Dowla.     What   the  duties 

this  man  owed  at  that  period  he  has,  I  think,  shown, 

r  he  was  in  the  field  with  troops  ;  and,  though  he  used  those 

K>p6  against  his  master,  which  is  a  proof  of  his  treachery, 

at  the  same  time  an  argument  of  the  sort  of  subordina- 

in  which  be  stood  to  that  master  and  the  duty  he  owed 

that  sovereign. 

Balwant  Sing  was  included  in  this  treaty.     Fifty  lacs  contriim- 

to  be  be  paid  as  the  expenses  of  the  war.     Of  this  {Jj"„ty  i,^ 


S''    ,  twenty  were  soon  after  paid  by  a  contribution  from  'TJIJ".  g"*" 
want  Sing,  thus  restored  under  the  dominion  of  his  old  toSuja-ud- 
BSter,  and  owing  that  former  master,  in  virtue  of  his  sove- 
ignty,  a  contribution,  acconling  to  his  exigencies,  in  time 
f  war.     I   have   stated  that   the    treaty    was   niadc  with  The  irroty 
i^ja-ud-Dowla  and  his  heirs.     This  is  a  treaty  of  the  sort  &*!!?  "^ 
rhich,  according  to  the  law  of  nations,  are  considered  as  ^*"«'"  ^*""' 
eal  treaties,   as  distinguished   from  personal  treaties,    the 
bUgation  to  which  expires  with  the  persons  contracting.    It 
MM  a  treaty,  therefore,  which  intitled  Suja-ud-Dowla   and 
is  successors  in  the  government  of  Oude  to  t4ike  full  benefit 
f  every  stipulation  made  in  that  treaty  with  Suja-ud-Dowla 
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i  >iHioiii  that  trust  could  be  fitly  reposed.    Mohammed  Rezn  i4  Feb.  1702. 

fn  waa  selected  for  the  extent  of  his   talents^  his  great 
iftintancc  with  financial  matters^  and  his  great  fitness  for 
tnninent  station  in  which  he  was  placed.     There  were 
with  him  Raja   Dulub   Katu,   from    some    efiectual 
itenance  given  us   at  a  previous   period^   and  Juggut 
of  an  unfortunate  and  eminent  nousc  in  India^  was 
^  from  a  recollection  of  the  sufferings  his  family  had 
me  from  the  ravages  of  the  country  by  Suftdar  Jung. 
0U{)criority  of  Mohammed  Rcza  Khan  was  such  that 
whole  power  had  settled  and  subsided  in  his  hands. 
IfrZ  will  not  trouble  your  Lordships  by  pausing  very  long 
jj^on  the  incidents  which  occurred  at  that  interval,  between 
k  MOquisition  of  the  diwani  and  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Hastings  coinuioncn. 
iTliidia.     He  had  been  appointed,  I  stated,  in  1771;  and  y{'^\*,S^^^* 
HkHdly  took  possession  of  the  government  abuut  April,  Kt^ommont, 
pyS.     In  that  period  of  time,  the  fortune  of  the  ComiKiny  Demnf^ 
iil  Ae  prosperous  situation  of  its  affairs  had,  from  various  ™^"f,„^*'**' 
|iMe«5  become  desperate.     In  a  time  of  profound  peace,  the 
j^Vttiues  of  that  country  had  become  inadequate  to  defray 
P  expenses  of  our  civil  and  military  establishments  and  the 
mdues  of  our  investment ;    nay,  more,  we  had  conti*acted 
iS^bt  to  the  amount  of  one  kror  twenty-five  lacs  of  rupees — 
Auded  debt,  which  was  hourly  increasing  by  the  aocumu- 
Hon  of  interest  upon  the  principal.     We  had  drawn  upon 
Mrope  bills  to   the  amount  of  considerably   more  than  a 
tllion.     Every  department  of  the  state  finance,  civil  and 
ilitary,  was  getting  out  of  joint ;  and,  indeed,  there  wanted 
general  system  to  arrange  and  regulate  the  whole.     This  Ropaimi  by 
vtetn  and,  in  short,  all  the  remedies  which  the  disoiTler  of  i^^^"**'" 
mt  tiinc  required  were  a])plied  by  the  same  hand  by  which 
le   government  of  that  country   was,  in  other  still   more 
BTilous  moments,  again  sustained. 

In  addition  to  the  ditlicultics  of  that  period,  tlie  Comjmny^s 
Kovinc<38  wei'e  drained  of  their  circulating  !«pccie  by  the 
AJtion  and  payment  of  the  brigade  in  Allahabad,  beycmd  the 
roTincc&  By  the  treaty  of  Allahabad,  a  sum  of  twenty- 
ix  lacs  a  year  was  to  be  paid  to  Shah  Alem,  the  Emperor. 
there  were  stationed  beyond  the  provinces,  in  Allahabad,  a 
kwc  body  of  British  forces,  which,  being  there  paid,  opcr- 
ttea  as  a  reduction  of  so  much  more  likewise  o(  the  floating, 
Murent,  specie  of  Bengal.  Tliese  two  drains  of  specie  out 
rf  the  provinces,  added  to  other  embarrassments  of  the  time, 
oeewoned  a  situation  of  very  peculiar  difficulty.    Insolvency, 
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k;  but,   in   spite  of    the  ])ermitte(1  cruelty  of  Mahomincd   Riza.  u  Feb.  1792. 

r  oontiniied  every  year  to  decrease.     It  could  not  have  ha])pencd        

■wnse,  unless  Heaven  ha<1  wroup^ht  miracles]  us  a  reward  i'or  our 

rhid  ia  the  statement  and  nccount  given  of  Mohannncd 
Hi  Khan  and  his  administration  of  the  country.     This  is 

account  given  of  the  groans  that  were  heard  and  lashes 
icted  in  tlic  streets  of  Moorshedabad.  These  instances 
a  the  strongest  claim  upon  the  public  mind,  to  guard 
If  against  that  credulity  that  listens  to  tales  of  woe. 
Mild  your  Lordships  believe  that  not  one  word  of  this  is 
a?     It  18  a  lie  of  hell !     Not  one  tittle  could  be  brought 

tspplj  to    Mohammed   lieza    Khan.     Mohammed   Ileza  Prosecution 
ma  was  prosecuted,  under  circumstances  which  disabled  mca  &!?" 
B  from  looking   for   any  favour   from    the  Company  or  '^'*""- 
iCection  of  their  servants;  for,  upon  this  publication  and  a 
ter  privately  sent  home  to  Mr.  Gregory,  then   in   the 
raction,  intimating  that  he  had  a  concern  in  the  ])urchnsing 
in  and  occasioning  the  misery  of  famine  the  preceding  year, 

IXrectora  communicate  this  letter  to  their  servants,  and 
k  private  letter  to  Mr.  Hastings,  dated  August,  1771,  they  i^^iuioftiir 
unit  this  letter  to  his  confidential  care  and  management.  M^rnasT-*" 
i  now  I  come  to  this  letter,  which  is  the  foundation  of  |"[J**p^JiJjJJ. 
.    Hastincfd'   employment    of    Nundcomar.       It    was    in »"»« «»fa<»»*f' 
Uience  merely  to  the  orders  ot  tlie  Company,  and  not  a  iu>za  Khan. 
ction  for  corrupt  purposes,  as  your  Lordships  may  have 
a  taught  to  believe. 

rhesc  are  the  orders  of  the  Company,  founded  ujion  a 
pescntation,  that  had  been  received  in  this  letter,  of  his 
ticipation  in  the  monoi)oIy  of  grain  which  had  occiisioned 
iDiinc  before  and  the  sort  of  calamities  which  had  been 
resented,  which  induced  the  Company  to  order  him  to  be 
rived  of  all  authority  in  the  country,  and  to  be  brought 
rn,  himself,  together  with  his  whole  family  and  all  his 
endants — for  to  that  <»xtent  did  the  order  go  prisoners,  to 
Icutta. 

By  our  ^(eneral  address,  you  will  l>c  infonned  of  the  reasons  that  \vc 
ft  to  l>e  dissatisfied  of  the  adniiniHtration  of  Malunnet  Keza  Khun, 
will  |>prceive  the  expediency  of  divestinjj  him  [nf  the  rank  and  influ- 
S  he  holda,  a»  Nuib  Diian  of  the  kingdom  of  Hen^al.  Kiit.thonKh 
have  declared  our  resolution  in  tliis  rcs|>ett  to  our  I'rcsiilent  and 
incil,  yet,  as  the  measures  to  ])e  taken  in  eonseijuenrt*  there<if  mi^ht 
Icfeati'd  by  that  niinister.  and  all  enquir}'  into  his  ccmduct  rendered 

"In*iuiry  into  the  State  of  Bengal,"  \k  xcvi. ;  prefixed  to  vol.  iii.  of  Dow's 
ittory  of  Ilindottan.'* 
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has  been  cast  upon  Mr.  Hastings,  as  if  lie  had  14  Feb.  1792. 
ccted  this  man  as  his  agents  and  only  thrown 
e  and  discredit  upon  him  at  the  time  when  he 
as  his  accuser.     My  Lords,  this  man,  at  the 
r  Jaftier  was  restored  to  the  musnud,  struggled  R*>fu.sai  of 
pointed  to  the  situation  of  prime  minister  to  to  apiJSia  * 
>ut,  50  jealous  were  the  English  then  of  the  |li"\^Mir" 
of  Nimdcomar — so  fully  apprised  of  the  mis-  J»ffl«-. 
laracter — that  the  several  minutes  entered  upon 
detail  them ;  and  Mr.  Vansittart  announces  to 
his  despair  of  being  able  to  break  off  the 
ted  Nawab,  Mir  Jaflier,  from  the  pertinacity 
1  clung  to  Nundcomar.     There  were  several 
red  about  the  period   of  July,   1763,  at   tlie 
ab  had  expressed  his  wish  to  have  Nundcomar 
minister.     Mr.  Hastings,  among  the  rest,  was 
th  the  President,  with  regard  to  Nundcomar's 
;  he  was  a  person  very  unfit  to  be  trusted  in 
ion.     Mr.  Vansittart,  in  his  letter  home,  an- 
18  a  particular  danger  that  pressed  upon  his 
at  threatened   the   security   of    the  Nawab's 
lys,— 

Y  duty  to  uc(]uaint  you,  at  the  same  time,  ^\'ith  what  lAttorof 
nir    to    me    on    the    i)rtsent    state    of   the   couiitrv.  JJj;  ^'»"»»^ 
ng  again   in   posscHsion  ot    the   government,   it  is  my 

lie  suppoilcd  in  it  U8  long  as  he  lives,  'lliis  was 
efore,  but  I  found  it  impossible ;  and  now  again, 
]}rccautions  urc!  not  taken,  1  am  up|)rehen.sive  that 
find  yourselves  under  the  same  (lifHculties.  The 
ty  for  business  is  universdly  acknowledged.  He  should 
*e  up  for  that  deficiency  by  ap]K)inting  men  of  experience 
manage  the  dilferent  branches  ;  but  he  seems  nither  to 
liimself  into  the  hands  of  those  who  Ihitter  his  weakness, 
age  of  it.  We  arc  assured  that  Nundcomar  has,  at 
tire  disposal  of  the  Nabob's  will,  and  of  all  the  affairs 

of  which  the  consequence  will  be  that  we  shall  ron- 
sd  and  pernlexed  with  his  arts  and  intrigues.  We  shall 
icmes  of  tin*  King  and  the  Marattas,  an<l  all  the  chiefs 
id  what  weight  and  interest  he  has  with  them.  Wc 
to  keep  a  large  army  constantly  in  the  field  to  guard  the 
;  designs  which  never  existed,  by  which  our  niihtary 
lorb  tiie  ino?>t  part  of  our  revcmies,  and  the  Nabob  will 
travagant  dissipation  of  his  money  to  foreign  powers,  to 
•of  his  minister,  and  at  length,  being  unable  to  fulfil  his 
I  i>ay  iiis  own  troops,  will  fall  again  to  ruin.*** 

'.  Vansittart,  Ciovcrnor,  to  the  (.'oimcil  of  Ueiigid,  11»  I)e- 
•finted  iu  tlie  *'  Narrative  of  Transactions  in  liengaV  hy 
,  Tol.  iii.,  p.  41C. 
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I  beg  to  addj  that,  when  I  cm]>loycd  hun  as  aniiFEB.iTw. 
t  of  government,  I  might  have  other  motives  on 
jlied  than  his  integrity.     I  had  other  motives  ;  but 

necessary  for  my  own  character  to  declare  tliat  I 
orders  of  my  superiors   to  employ  him.'     Your 

recollect  those  secret,  confidential,  orders  which  EiTrot  of  tiu- 
at  warranted  to  disclose,  even  to  the  Committee  of  or Tiio'iVi!.*'''' 
ho  were  acting  with  him,  and  that  he  was  obliged  to  I?,J,pY"  il|,,, 
e  gloss  on  the  character  of  this  man,  not  avowing 
for  his  employing  him  at  all.     This  was  sent  home 
•ectors,  who  perfectly  understood  that,  in  giving  a 
'  countenance  to  Nundcomar,  he  only  gave  him  this 
ice  because  it  was  their  orders  that  he  should  do 
view  to  give  him  efficiency  in  a  service  in  Avhicli 
;ed  to  em|)loy  him. 

arncter  of  Nundcomar,  as  it  was  afterwards  more 
)ncd,  had  not  very  imperfectly  appeared,  as  I  have 

early  as  in  the  year  1704.      In  the  general  letter 
borne,  dated  the  22d  of  February,  in  that  year,  about 

of  time  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  which  I 

his  own  Narrative,  there  is  this  argument : — 

he  whole  of  your  ])rocec(linffs  with  resj)ect  to  Nundcomar,  ni  (>i>iiiion 
to  be  no  doubt  of  his  endeavoiirinff  bv  forjrerv  ami  false  *''  '•loham- 
to  ruin  Ram  ('hum ;  that  he  has  been  jfiiilty  of  carrvinj(  on  ^1,^,1  j.,! 
nee   with    the   county   i)Owers«,   hurtful   to   the   Company's  i»n!s>(d  by 
id  instrumental  in  conveying  letters  between  the  Sha-zada  tors  in'iTui 
ich  Governor  (General  of  Pohdichcrry  ;  in  short,  it  appeals  he 
icked  and  turbulent  dis])ositioii  thai  no  harmony  can  subsist 
y  where  h«;  has  an  opportunity  of  interfering.* 

luch  to  regretted  that  the  India  Comjiany,  enter- 

id  having  reason  to  entertain  this  opinion  of  this 

Id  at  any  time  afterwards  think  proper  to  put  any 

I  in  the  situation  in  wliich  Mr.  Hastings  wasi)laced, 

gcd  to  act  v/ith  such  a  miscreant. 

At  it  necessary  to  state  this,  in  order  to  obviate  <^'i*>^'»Ki)<^» 

iseion   endeavoured    to    be   given    to  a  nunutc  01  imnnnt'ci 

mgs,    m    winch,    when    actmg    imder   the    secret  ,.imrm'trr by 

known  to  his  associates,  he  gives  a  gloss  to  the  ■pj,,"'^''" 

of  this  man  ;  but  which   the  Company  were  not 

by,  beeaui*e    thoy  knew  he  had  their  own  eonfi- 


froin   ibe   C'ompanv's   General    T^ter  to  their  President   and 
ited  22d  February,   1764  —Printed  in  the  '*  Minutes  of  the  Kvi- 
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ST  With  tho^e  I  have  mentioned,  one  of  the  principal  upsbjtw. 
meuts  for  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  to  appoint 
the  station  of  Governor  General. 

ai  necessary,  before  any  arrangement  was  made  of  the  R<^ports  or 
BB,  that  there  should  be  an  inquiry  into  the  nature  of  of  cliruit. 
di,  and  into  the  fluffieiency  of  the  zaniindar,  and  his 
to  yield  the  sort  of  rent  that  was  required  of  him. 
xnmittee  of  Circuit  was  appointed  for  this  purpose, 
laminous  reports  of  that  Committee  were  the  means 
ling  the  servants  afterwards,  and  Mr.  Hastings  imme- 
»  to  frame  and  communicate  a  system  upon  which  we 
icipally  to  tlie  present  hour. 

fiastinfrs  first  had  it  in  contemplation^  findinof  that  ^'•"t  pu«^ 
rere  supervisors,  to  contmue  the  same  sort  of  otncers,  iiiutiiiKN  to 
;]ie  name  of  collectors.   And  that  which  he  ultimately  niertions 
SlwMyin  the  first  instance,  the  means  to  which  he  *^  ^'^^^"***- 
for  the  pur|)osc  of  settling  the  revenues  and  bringing 
|o  the  seat  of  {K)litical  government  the  seat  of  financial 
ion — to  make  them  both  the  same  and  bring  them  both 
lO  Calcutta.     That  was  the  first  plan ;  and,  though  he 
udfl  deviate<l  from  that  plan  in  the  erection  of  pnt- 
l  Councils,  yet   it  was  with  a  view  to   obtain    that 
«^  which  might  render  that  which  was  the  primary 
of  hia  i»lan  ultimately  beneficial  to  bo  adopted.     That 

i'  not  be  understood  to  be  stating  at  hazard  that 
asting^  had  it  in  view  to  bring  down  the  collections 
renuc  and  the  adjustments  of  accounts  from  Moor- 
Mid  to  Calcutta,  and  to  make  all  financial  collections 
there,  I  will  state  a  letter  to  your  Lordshij)?,  in  which 
lounces  such  to  have  been  his  intention  and  the  reso- 
of  the  Conunittec  of  Circuit : — 

ma  unanimously  resolved,"  he  sjiys,  "to  a(1o]>t  i\w.  plan  ]»ro|)oatHl  nislettorou 
Pfrsiflii.t  and  incndiers  of  the  Conunittoe  ol'  Cirniit  at  ('osshn-  Uie »ui)j<Tt. 
br  Kniovin;^  tlic  scat  of  the  revenue  luisineoS  to  the  I*i*esideney, 
putting  this  iui])r)rtant  hranch  uf  your  airairs  under  the  immediate 
ment  of  our  (iovernor  General  and  Council.'** 

Ty  Mr.  ILii^tinj^r^  has  been  arraijrncd  for  the  change  of  HiKa<ini>tipii 
ui  m  this  respe(.»t — that  he  did  adopt  provincial  Loiin-  (ioiiuHIh. 
nd  the  crime  alleged  against  him  is,  not  that  he  adoj^ted  "^uHiTiilMiii- 
laving  first  intimated  an  idea  that  the  settlement  of  all  ii«""f  "»*'"» 
lea  at  Calcutta  would  have  been  better,  but  that,  having 


net  from  General  Fictter  of  the  President  and  Couneil  of  Calcutta  to 
«tors,  3d  November,  1772.— Priuted  in  the  Sixth  Keport  from  the 
lee  of  8ecr«cy,  1773. 
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which  he  wished  to  acquire,  it  bcc«amc  matter  li  Veh.  1792. 
tion  of  that  system  which  he  ultimately  adopted  ; 
r  alteration  that  has  been  made  in  it  has  been 
)f  doubtful  utility,  and  which,  perhaps,  had  better 
Jen  made — I  mean,  by  giving  as  its  president,  a 
the  Supreme  Council,  so  that  that  which  has 
peculiar  business  of  one  has  ceased  to  become 
business  of  all.   And,  though  that  gentleman  has, 
discharged  the  office  adequately,  yet  I  conceive 
•e  been  better  to  have  subjected  the  whole  of  the 
hat  Board  to  the  inspection  and  controul  of  the 
»uncil  at  Calcutta.     Nearly  about  this  time,  two  Botchucm 
srery  considerable   revenue,  which  had   hitherto  and  opium 
e  pockets  of  private  individuals  and  had  been  th^cSm-** 
f  very  great  emolument  to  them,  were  wrested  Jf^H^^, 
individuals  by  Mr.  Hastings  and   appropriated  inB«. 
J — I  mean,  the  revenues  arising  from  salt  and 
ch  at  present — that  of  salt  alone — in  the  years 
r90,  netted  this  ai)propriate  revenue — as  far  as 
\  concerned,  of  his  own  sole  creation — of  no  less 
36  lacs  of  rupees.     By  this  single  act,  a  sum  of 
year — which  is  more  than  all  the  money  that  is 
ve,  for  interest  upon  bond  debt — more  than  all 
that  is  paid  by  the  Company    in  the  shape  of 
urope — was,  by  this  single  act  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
he  accumulations  of  individuals  and  added  to  the 
2  Company. 
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^^^^^V           OPEKiyo"THE    DEFENCE   V 
^^^^^^             ARTICLES  OF  THE  CHABGE 

Htwjm.      Mr  Loiius,— Wlion  I  had   tut 

'i'ltiEinf  "*"  •'"'  •>J'X!o-"-*>vn  fMvcrnmvnt*  of 
ii»  KiifiiM.  when  wo  Iwcomc  firet  ir»t(*ri«»ny  o 
Ut  UiitK  tiiDOB  in  wliicb  tfaiw  ffovnre 
mix  oik)  Mt^ud  Uicmsolves  v'ttn  tlK  i 
this  oiHinlry. 

1/ly  Lords,  I  tbougbt  my«clf  ttot 
quired  to  liiy  iKt*  i-ijjitjuu  liefore  i 
euaio  imiliiti  inipntibiioiu  wliU'lt   Itti 
pui>ric  mind  liy  ii  cnntmry  wid.M  1 1 
reprceMi  ration  of  tlifl  iirinciplo!  uu]  i 
menu,  to  tli«  oiuiwnttivv  diwulnui 
UiahiDiuiU  in  Iixlia.  My  Lords,  I  am 
iadood,  by  that  conwim  which  evei 
'                         rnuuity  boa  In  tho  gcm^nd  chnntet 

1                             gcutlcumn  at  your  bar,  wbn,  baviiig 
BO  etuincut  u  tiharc  lu  the  adminUtru 
could  licit  be   uuuiFeclud,  cither  in 
odium  wliieb  riii<;bt  bo  cnat  i>|Mn  it 
all   tlie  uiy:u[nuliiti.'d   vil^&>  luid  abu 
time,  l>ceti  i>iip[)i>:'ed  toexim  in  that  c 
^^^^^^^^^^jutk  uo  vm-  (fjiunng  libcralltj^^^ 
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of  criminatory  charge — topics  for  which,  if  i7Fira.i792. 
ibr  them  in  the  Articles  before  you,  if  I  find 
!;  which  existed  as  a  fair,  credible,  document, 
the  statement  was  made  which  appears  to  be 
in  some  measure,  to  be  connected  with,  that 
e,  on  the  part  of  the  accused  person,  some 
o   complain.      My  Lords,  I  shall   be  very  statements 
od  to  allude  to  that  whicli  I  will  call  the  iS^slSS. 
id  atrocious  fable  of  Deby  Sing, 
ery  accuser,  I  conceive,  before  he  states  at  Made  with- 
'  criminatory  matter  whatever,  ought,  in  the  Santy.^'^ 
ive  reasonable  and  probable  assurance  that 

0  adventures  to  state  is  true.  In  the  next 
to  liave  reasonable  and  probable  assurance 
which  he  so  states  is  applicable  to  the  party 
e  makes  such   statement.     And,  lastly,  he 

1  that  assurance  which  the  best  lights  of  his 
ing,  the  best  acquired  information  that  is 
n,  can  convey  to  him,  that  he  shall  have  an 
verify  by  proof  that  matter  which  he  so 
tate,  and  that  the  adverse  party,  against 
•tea  it,  shall  have  an  opportunity  by  counter 
at  accusation.    Now,  all  these  circumstances, 

constitute  the   foundation  of  a  legitimate 
ing  upon  this  occasion. 

ilace,  the  honourable  Manager  who  intro-  "aaiy  po- 
5t  to  you  stated  to  you,  that  he  had  acquired  inforniatiou 
f  that  which  he  was  communicating  by  the  iSanajior. 
the  last  fourteen  days;  and,  allowing  that 
as  accurate  and  the  attention  given   to  it 
and  I  have  no  doubt  it  was — as  that  which 
1  could  apply  to  that  subject,  yet,  the  hasty 
ty,  from  its  volume,  it  must  be — of  so  much 
jssarily  not  enable  that  honourable,  person  to 
t  assured  confidence  of  its  truth  which  only 
he  statement, 
lourable  person,  in  looking:  at  the  volume  The  circum- 

T-  1  1  1  i»xxi_^  Mtancea  do- 

tted it,  must  know  that  the  very  tacts  that  niod.  and 

anquesti(mably  true  were  at  that  moment  u^tTon*!?*' 

b  that  moment  under  trial;    were  at  that JJjy"°°^* 

ng  the  diligent  investigation  of  the  Governor  w«»ert«d. 

uncil ;  that  parties  were  at  issue  upon  it ; 

ling  in  so  questionable  a  shape  that  no  man, 

(mess  which  honourable  people  feel — and  I 

00  2 


kl  Lbat  iac<iiM;i)t  in  inqii 
it  woald  aut  be  bUifioJ 
oaiDcilc  it  to  iQjr  own  ii 
uo  Ddt  K  role  uf  govei 
Athfra.  Uiit  to  niY  on 
canuiit  ruoomile  it,  bi  M 
YttTy  mnrocnt  {wrciaptot 
it  wru  tnie  Of  hoL 

I  will  not  now — for  I 
IrfOrd-Jiip*'  pr<^con]ing>- 
oC  tlittt  ttUi'gntion.  I  I 
•tntcd  it,  M  tbi:  carliMt 
reqiioat — mrncAl;  requ 
w  voitunHl  to  euto  n 
authentic,  form  of  a  cfai 
tn  opportnmty  of  redcc 
mocli  morv  ^cvoiu  tlin 
by  itK!  detailed  34.-i>p<!  of 
woa  iiut  ruT  [letitiuti  otil; 
petition — of  itic  gcniJen 
wbicJi  luigtit  have  giron 
linve  a  oiiWtanUal  funn  < 
witli  vh'Kh  h<!  might  g 
n^cn  (k'tiii'il  xu;  iuqi]  wi 

E'11-huhfl,  bv  your  Loi 
cby  fi'mg  tmd  no  Ibn 
ulmil  tJie  Mamigcrs  to 
counter  proof  upim  thi 
tiuulara  of  tt ;  the  in 
:utiot)  haa  no  remedy 
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n  mindd  so  constituted ;  but^  with  the  vast  and  im- 17  fbbjitm. 
mass  of  the  community^  who  do  not  reason  with  the 
r  and  refinement  which  your  Lordships'  minds  are 
med  to — with  many  of  them,  the  seal  of  our  condem- 
b  put  for  ever ;  for  they  will  not — so  are  they  accus- 
to  deem^  and  so  I  hope  they  always  will  deem^  of  that 
ible  body  whom  these  gentlemen  represent — they 
t  believe  that  they  would  deliberately  state  at  your 
t  only  that  which  they  had  not  credible  reason  to 
to  be  true,  but  which  they  had  not  adequate  forms  to 
tiate  in  proof,  and  a  charge  to  sustain  that  proof 
Lords,  I  will  therefore  take  my  leave  of  this  subject, 

S  permitted  to  discuss  it  in  detail,  inasmuch  ns  the 
e  Managers  have  been  so  precluded  from  it.     But 
Dent  that  this  instance  has  existed  of  a  crimination 
a  party  with   imputations   from  which   he  cannot 
himself  by  any  means  that  the  law  knows ;  hoping 
^  as  it  is  the  first  instance  of  such  excess,  so  it  will 
ast  of  such  excess  in  matters  of  accusation. 
^ords,  liaving  disposed  of  this  topic,  I  will  now  recur  Uwtoryof 
period  of  the  history  of  Mr.  Hastings'  government  inpj*  nwern- 
lich  I  closed,  at  the  time  wlien  I  had  last  the  honour  ™^"*' 
Bsing  your  Lordships.    Your  Lordships  will  recollect, 
stings  had,  in  the  year   1772,  taken  upon  him  the 
:ientof  Bengal.  He  had  foimd  existing  in  the  govern- 
that  country  some  defects ;  and  he  had  found  our  DoraiiR*'- 
»  in  a  state  of  derangement  which  certainly  required  nlfano^cM 
relief  which   his  iiidt^mcnt   and   his  imhistry    could  Pr^^'*®"*  ^® 
My  Lords,  i  do  not  mean  to  tJirow  any  blame  upon  tion  of  tho 
itleman  who  preceded  him  in  the  administration  Qf^^®"*"^®"* 
blic  affairs  in  India ;    it  is  enough  for  nie,  that  the 
Were  then  in  such  a  situation  that  it  occurred  to  the 
my,  as  the  best  means  of  retrieving  thein,  to  send  that 
who  they  thought  had  the   best   talents  suited  to 
rpose,  and   to   address  those  talents  to  that  work ; 
occurred  to  Mr.  Hastings  to  adopt  several  regulations, 
[  have  already  mentioned  to  your  Lordships,  respecting 
enues. 

nk^  when  I  closed,  I  was  beginning  to  state  to  your 
ips  that  he  had  added  a  resource  of  public  revenue 
had   hitherto   constituted  only  a   source  of  private  int^^uronco 
lent — I  mean   the   profits   arising   from   salt.      The  HMtin^' 
lation  of  this  fund  to  the  use  of  the  Comj)any  began,  U^JJaJi-^ 
Uy,  in  the  administration  of  Mr.  Hastings.    Its  effect  JJ^^^ 


ing 


a74  General  OpeniUs  4/* 'Ac  VtfoKt: 

It  rn.  iM.  jfmtis),  nriTKtfl,  orJcn   ia  hia  pooket  m>  to  m 

man.    TburaruK,  I  tttiak.  after  thia  woret  uid  ea 

letiur  in  Mr.  Kulirii:^,  in  nriuo  of  wlucfa  ha  i« 

whan  ho  onturrd  that  mmute  of  aiiparenl  ootninci 

Nuudconiar,  lliat,  tSier  it  wni  koowD  uii)  piiUull 

not   nericcUy  proper  id  hnvo   ur^ged    that   minyt 

Mr.  tlaftin^H,  oa  dxhilfitina  n  jticture  of  hi»  rDol  • 

owl  opinion  in  rcapcci  of  tui»  inun. 

C^^rMinv      In  rrwdiiif;  (kial  Ivtiur,  I  toiik  llto  [jltcrtr  of  iln« 

M<te>>^Hi    LonUtiiia'  nlKnlion  to  the  c^itifxirntlvu  trcatini^t  Eif 

Jl^-i!^    mm]  KrEM  Klmii  aii«l  Sliilnb  lEoy — of  thoir  tr»liQeiit. 

*'"'  Imitii  f  uftg^-sliiin.  Ha  CMn)|mn-il  wtlli  tlic  uvalmrat  i 

Hiiif;  nt  n  futtire  porMxl,   whui  put  under  a  men 

nmwl.  fur  olnar  innnifrat  nctn  nf  diBafiwtinii  nw)  en 

ti-n-nnl^  tha  Ilritii^h  ]>'>n-or,  at  that  momtrnl  of  it«  c 

cxificoc^,  when  !t  wns  (|iie«tioDnlile  whether  wo  mi 

on  ili<,>  OMQAT  of  Commandel  a  fool  of  Iftrritiirr,  nixl 

WL<  ehftuUl  cvintiuue  Ui  hntd  that  deprHiU'd  upi«  thi 

aw?e  that  Khonld  he  fpvon   iii  by  evvrv  dTptiniiui 

BritiHli  ciujiire,      Here  aro  men  drawn  fmn  tLoT 

•eveml  handrfu)  mile*,  to  andurv  a  trial  at  CabaN 

tlio^c  churg«:'»  frou)   the   Compntif   for   nhtdi  dieni 

fiirwanl  nobti'ly  ju  vouub— chnrgM  loosely  unig^ei 

way.     I  hcg  your  LunUhi]ra  to  coutnut  tfant  <'»i<liK 

ihii  mild   and  ({cnth;   cnuduct  apnlimd   to  flie  anil 

Dcnnrce.  for  saa\\  nontumncy  od  Ut-  had,  diiriiu'  *  Afl 

yaan  of  griDdiug  uuccuity,  e^thibitn];  whm  M^ 

put  under  n  nontimU  nmut.  f»n-  thu  purpoM'  i>f  i^'*^ 

tho  CoDiiktmy  wero  jiroccoiitig  in  a  coiiree  of  imi"*? 

would    indiiou    Humc    ptinUhnient    fur  tliul   cuOi* 

conduct 

Si"A'^       About  the  jieriorl  I  gtiitcd,  when  tbiire  wai  iho  H 

liiiifmv.i*  into  tho  conduct  of  Moluunmed  Rexa  Khan,  dtp  (^ 

S?»al""      unnoiinrcd  to  Mr.  Iliialingg   tliut    they  inmnl  in  M 

•land   forward  na  their  own  diivan,     ThatwM,l''J^ 

flniincial  goveiTiment  out  of  the  hiinda  of  tlicirnSw^J 

JSr'iiii-     "'"'  administer  it  by  their  own  nervanU.     TIk  'fc'^ 

ilnoir"";"  ''o"p"'''o"3  '*'»*  a  sitbicot   yet   nouxidoted-    ^JS 

wunt..""     nddrcs^d  himself  to  Umt  infiiiiry  wtlh  »  wu<4  Wl 

lio  has  dctailod  the  auhjwjt   witJi  8o  mucli  perflwfirj 

has   introduced    into   thu  confuMtd   mode  <u  '^'^J 

accounts  no  much  rc^idarity  and  ooIi-J.  ''"'  ''.  || 

olyoot  of  univoTBttl  prawo  in  tho  year  I7T3.  *''j^3 

of  th«  Company  were  nnder  conndctfttJ^a,  u«     ,. 
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those  I  have  mentioned,  one  of  the  prinoipal  uF8B.i7gg. 
or  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  to  appoint 
don  of  Governor  General. 

^sary,  before  any  arrangement  was  made  of  the  ^p^'I**:^ 
there  should  be  an  inquiry  into  the  nature  of  of  Circuit. 
into  the  sufficiency  of  the  zamindar^  and  his 
i  the  sort  of  rent  that  was  required  of  him. 
le  of  Circuit  was  appointed  for  this  purpose. 
iS  reports  of  that  Committee  were  the  means 
3  servants  afterwards,  and  Mr.  Hastings  imme- 
ae  and  communicate  a  system  upon  which  we 
to  the  ])resent  hour. 

js  first  had  it  in  contemplation,  finding  that  ^irrt  pu^ 
)ervisors,  to  continue  the  same  sort  of  officers,  HMtings  to 
16  of  collectora   And  that  which  he  ultimately  JSiiwtions 
n  the  first  instance,  the  means  to  which  he  **^  ^*^*^""** 
pur}>ose  of  settling  the  revenues  and  bringing 
jat  of  political  government  the  seat  of  financial 
make  them  both  the  same  and  bring  them  both 
itta.     That  was  the  first  plan ;  and,  though  he 
'iated  from  that  plan  in  the  erection  of  pni- 
ils,  yet   it  was  with  a  view  to   obtain   that 
ich  might  render  that  which  was  the  primary 
Jan  ultimately  beneficial  to  be  adopted.     That 
)c  understood    to   be   stating   at  hazard  that 
had  it  ill  view  to  brin^^  down  the  collections 
tid  the  adjustments  of  accounts   from  Moor- 
•alcutta,  and  to  make  all  financial  collections 
will  .state  a  letter  to  your  Lordships,  in  which 
such  to  have  been  his  intention  and  the  reso- 
^onunittoc  of  Circuit: — 

nunisly  resolved, "  he  s:\ys,  "to  a<lo])t  the  j»lan  ])ropoaed  His  letter  on 
and  meiiihers  of  the  Coininittee  of  Circuit  ut  Cossim-  t^^*?  subji'ot. 
in«^  the  seat  of  the  revenue  husineas  to  the  Pivsidency, 
his  inij)ort4int  hraneh  of  your  uffuirs  under  the  inunediate 
mr  <iovernor  (tenend  and  Council."* 

Iastin«;s  has  been  arraifjned  for  the  change  of  His adoption 

1       , ,     ,  ,        Til      J.  •      •   1  rv  "*  provincial 

IS  respect — that  he  aid  adopt  provmciai  Coun^  ooum-iiM. 
irinio  alleged  against  him  is,  not  that  he  adopted  ^ul-iSaboii- 
irst  intimated  an  idea  that  the  settlement  of  all  tionof  them 
ilcutta  would  liave  been  better,  but  that,  having 


General  letter  of  the  President  and  Council  of  Calcutta  to 
November,  1772.— Priuted  in  the  Sixth  Keport  fVom  the 
recy,  177S. 
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•  -  "  ^^^^ 

fore   i:^^  5tTi.£*iii  liii:^   vii-i  Tinier   die  onLfr*?  or 

inv. 

u  no;  zzr:  -^biLe.  :r  ';t  la'^neans  "he  whole,  ot'  the  oth.T  uiiii- 

bedevLrei  ::c  ::^.  :c"iie  3iesiiii?«:T'  r^ti^xiehinenc  :hac  r-cw-ch- 

ted:  r;r  iz.-=  neaas   :c  r'ic:*^nenmeiiu  were  them- 

a  Terr  larr^    izii:i;a.",  i  "^irj  pn:iiuetive  foarve  of 

)  the  C:ci:azT.     Hi  ':ese*  iimaeii  to   re:iulate  ;ill 

ill,  :•>  rej^-.i  ill  "liie  milliirv.  no  resuliito  all  the 

ODceris  'i:  ->.-r  C^cijzar.j  :  ahA  in  the  Aort  perioii 

hat    m:r*7    ':i::L2.   ^'v:    Tear^.   :!iac    had   intervenoii 

lb  acC'SSii-: ::  :■   ^'.^r  ihiiir  xn«i  -he  irrival  ot  the  new 

nt  fp:»ci  Y.iz'.xzji.  ':.k  "r:;i'i  nehirrveii  every  object  the 

oooIJ  ^Sz.  : :  iia-^  i»:h:iiTcd  r-.r  thorn  in  respect  to 

ind  in  Tfz^ZKi'.  :.:  :z.:*^;r:iil   aai  external   security. 

arv  siTrVjT  id:  :--:r^i  to  no  less  a  <um  than  twentv- 

a  -  * 

tnd  a  Lil:   i  Ti:ir.  ii-tO.'.'Ov''- :  the  civil  sjwinj^s  to 
5,(HHi/.     Tr-ri*:  —^r^e  retrenchments  made  at  this 

ilr.  H^;.!::^- 

was  an.::hvr  i-i  OLCiinuir.j  source  of  relief  to  tho  Tin  miJimiIx 

wh:cn  s^i^^a  :ne  Company  the  expense  ol 
Bg  r.ce  ih.:ri  'if  ::s  -rhole  anny  in  Bengal  I  nuNin 
ly  fr»m  Ou-ir.  Y-.-ur  Lordships  will  recollect  that, 
iaty  ot  Al!Ah:ibi'J.  it  was  stipulated  that  we  shouM 
IVazir  r:.ii::arv  assistance,  when  it  should  be  wanted 
fence  of  lii?  country  ;  but  the  tenus  ui)ou  which 
ary  a?:r:?:jin':e  ih-uld  be  lent  were  not  there  ntipii- 
.t  a  sul'.r-iquent  period,  when  that  :issistaii(Mr  wan 
a  very  ?mall  and  inconsiderable  allowance  luul  Immmi 
it,  so  as  to  make  the  Company  considerably  lurtrrn 
|)art  of  the  connection  :  3().()0()  rupees  a  month, 
brigade  that  was  furni:«hed  him — a  brigach;  ronj-tl 
ith  all  its  parts,  about  six  thousand  mm  wum  {\\i^ 
at  was  first  paid  by   Suja-ud-Duwla.     That,   whm 

sum  that  wns  paid  before  170S.  After  that,  tinui 
«d  to,  I  think,  1G0,0()0  ru])ecs.  That,  wai  thi^  limit, 
tained  till  the  treaty  of  Benares,  hy  which  Cnrali 
labad  were  ceded,  to  be  enjoyed  hy  him  an  his  other 
s  of  Oudc  bad  been  before.     1  sluiuhl  have  nu*n- 

another  reason  why  it  seenu^d  fitting  that,  Ooruli 
labad  should  be  re-united  to  the  t**rrit()ry  of  Suja- 
i,  that  they  had  been  before  severed  from  it,  when 
»ccn  guilty  of  some  delincpieney  to  the  (/ompany, 
ih  he  had  thoroughly   done   away    by  HubBe([ueut 
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b  reduction   wag  made.     Indeed,  as  soon  as   the  ^^  febj702. 

•  had  stated  that  they  would  "  stand  forward  their  Tho  reduc- 

in,''  it  became  almost  unnecessary  to  continue  the  sioilni  by 

nent ;  and  it  was  an  act  of  bounty  on  their  part  panv*:lSt'iiig 

lie  descendant  of  Mir  Jaffier,  the  present  Nawab,  ^^^^^^  ^^"^ 

ud-Dowk,  to  continue  him  in  the   state  and  the 

sh  he  now  holds,  and  which,  after  all,  these  sixteen 

ur  enable  him  to  sustaui.     It  was  rather  an  act  of 

od  generosity  on  their  part  than  an  act  of  hardship 

ime  severity. 

the  Comi)any  had  decided  that  this,  which  may  be 

le    double  government,    that   is,   the    government 

through  the  intervention  of  the  country  powers, 
them  forth  to  tho  eyes  of  India  as  the  effective 
lent — when  it  determined  that  this  should  be  dis- 
d,  it  would  have  been  an  idle  waste  of  the  public 
to  devote  a  larger  portion  of  it  to  those  services 
1  been  devoted  to  it  before.  I  will  use  language 
ly  expressive,  as  I  conceive,  of  the  proper  sentiment 
it  have  filled  the  minds  of  the  court  of  Directors  and 
Dcil  of  Bengal  at  the  time,  thinking,  as  they  must 
ly  do,  of  the  folly  of  wasting  a  larger  sum  ui)on  a 
mich  had  ceased  to  be  useful : — "  When  the  reas(m 
tablishments  is  gone,  it  is  absurd  to  presi^erve  nothing 
burden  of  them.     This  is  supcrstitiously  to  embsdm 

not  worth  an  ounce  of  the  gum  that  is  used  to 
it ;  it  is  to  burn  precious  oils  at  the  tomi) ;  to  offer 
I  drink  to  the  dead — not  so  much  an  honour  to  the 

as  a  disgrace  to  the  surviver."     This  sentiment  is 

correct,  and  couched  in  such  tenns  of  eloquence 
[cation  that  I  take  the  liberty  of  reading  it  from  a 
d  publication,  rather  than  express,  in  more  homely 
le  same  idea  from  myself 

ic  charge  is,  '^  that,  at  the  time  he  was  making  this 
1,  at  the  time  that  you  thought  sixteen  hies  a  year, 
e  orders  of  the  Company,  sufficient  to  be  devoted 
iC  purposes  of  the  state  of  the  Nawab  of  lleniral — all  fi>a>^*>f 
ons,  all  ins  services — you  at  that  tnne  received  a  lac  mui « »»»»' 
Jf ;    and  that  you,   in  devouring  the  blood  of  all  iivw  iho**^ 
ales  " — in  some  such  language  it  was  stated* — "  have  ^•^**'* 
>  put  this  sum  of  money  into  your  pocket.     You 


[r.  Burko's  Speech  in  oiK'nin^;  the  Sixth  Article  of  the  Charge  ; 
1789. — Printed  in  the  prescut  volume,  p.  84. 
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It  hnvo  l>ccD  in«eii«iblc  to  iJl  tbo  fcelingB  < 
rotrvnuhiueot     Vim  hava  mwlo  thU  u  cotuttUieiu 
jroor  own  fortune  thus  acquired." 

1  will  DtiL  leear  tu  the  lungiuigu  in  wliich  it  hu  b 
llmt  Mr.  llAetiugr  never  nude  any  denial  pf  dn 
ol'  thi»  sum.  He  cfrtiuoly  biu  not  I  know-  it  fa 
■ud — 1  will  not  reour  obnoxkiu#l7  tu  tht-  tenuja 
tiM  buon  wiiii— ttmt  "  tliere  hiu  been  muob  Foil; 
inMtlbmx,  ti|iOR  tli'u  Bubjnot;  mucji  raving,  but  qui 

t   It  (s  unougU  tliBt  tli««e  wonJe  have  been  uiteml; 

I  no  omiiment  ujKin  thuni}  tbcj  make  tbeir  uwi 
Mr.  il»tings  did  not  deny-  it,  bccai»c  it  mt  ti 
beeauec  there  wnt  do  call,  in  point  of  eelf-dcfeoce, ' 
tbe  receipt  of  tliis  itum  of  money  ;  bocanae  it  wn 
u[ioa  tbe  public  nccount.     Tlic  public  bad  ibe  bena 

n   It  wv  u  Funi  usually  given,    or   cx{)cn5«H  defnfi 

"  similar  amount,  to  every  person  repn wen  ling  tiii 
government  in  their  viut«  to  one  anotliur.  At  tlu  l 
there  in  not  a  prince  in  India  who  would  y'uet 
prince  of  India — certiunly  none  where  tbrre  odl 
relation  of  eupei'ior  and  dependant  between  ibc 
where  the  full  expense  of  tlie  xHoilor  in  ilcfisTed 
IJcmon  who  ia  visited.  And  Mr.  Basting:^  iiiuMvtf 
year  l??!},  takes  notice  of  litis  very  oiroumstaoce  U 
Sing,  as  iiu  ndvwatnge  be  would  durivo  by  bcinj!  jw 
the  li^nglisb  govcromtint,  that  he  would  be  rvJieva 
thu  cliitr|rcH  of  nccomoioJfltion  to  tbo  Kuwab,  dni 
residence  iit  any  place  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
(lary.  This  allowuncc,  therefore,  was  no  more  tha^ ' 
dependent  prince,  or  even  a  priocu  in  nmit^t  HH 
another  prtncc  within  his  boundary.  I  am  notixnM 
tbe  honourable  gentleman  who  »iu  here  as  a  prinn  ' 

•f  ropreacnting  Uie  Sovereign  of  Great  Hritain.  It  int 
easy,  upon  the'eanic  princjplea  upon  which  we  duftip 

,  expense  even  of  the  ^awab  when  he  \-iutod  us  atCil 
u[K>n  the  aame  principles  upon  which  we  iluTnfri 
expense  of  every  other  person  of  oonodcrable  i* 
believe,  even  Hyder  Beg  Khan's  expcns*!*,  when  In  i 
Culciitta,  were  dcfmyed  by  the  Company— iiji«_ 
principles  it  was  joel  and  fitting  that  Uic  XawM  ■ 
defmy  the  expenses  of  Mr.  Hastings.     Korlher  UbhK 

•  S«f  Str,  Barkc'*  Speech  lo  opcDlne  the  JmmU  Arttif  "t  4"^ 
al*(  April,  ITBSij  iiriaUdio  the  piwnl  volume;  page  SI,  -rtntW* 

•onmwhal  UiUfcrunUr  tvpnwC 
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ying  these  expenses  nobody  has  been  benefitted,  i7  pkb.i792. 

tent  the  Company  alone  ;  for,  if  that  fund  had 

ded,  tliat  sum  or  a  similar  sum  must  liave  been 

le  funds  of  the  Company. 

arshness  in  the  treatment  of  this  young  prince.  Liberal 

f-o  1  x'li-  ••!  /»  tn»atincnt 

Jiengal,   certamly   he  received   none  from  oftht-younK 

who  took  the  most  anxious  care  to  regulate  Mr7Hiwt- 

.  such  a  manner,  that,  within  the  limits  of  that  *"'^- 

the  Company  had  assigned  him,  within  that 

d  range,  he  should  find  resources  of  abundance, 

of  dignity.     The  sums  at  which  his  expenses 

*d  at  different  times,  and,  lastly,  I  believe,  by 

I  his  expenses  of  almost  every  sort,  faujdari 

.bles — in  short,  the  necessary  attendants  upon  laitcencaa  of 

iescription — amount  to  about  four  lacs  a  year,  ancw.^^' 

)8  will  find  it  in  the  statement  of  accounts  by 

page  o^Q  of  [the  Appendix  to]  your  Minutes. 

insions  allowed  to  the  different  members  of  his 

;  to  three  lacs  a  vcar.     These  two  sums  being 

sixteen  lacs,  there  were  between  90,000/.  and 

ir  to  employ  purely  in  pleasure.    Now  I  conceive 

any,  for  whose  act,  however,  Mr.  Hastings  is  no 

ble — for  it  was  their  pleasure  that  it  should  be 

he  carried  that  reduction  into  efi'ect — treated 

h   very  just  attention    to  his   happiness  and 

iving  him  an  income  so  large,  unincumbered 

r  charges  than  those  which  were  brought  upon 

extravagance  and  folly ;  for  that  sum  was  left 

tirely  to  be  exhausted  in  pleasure.    I  conceive, 

,.  being  relieved,  as  he  was,  from  the  pressure 

ivernment,  he  had  attained  the  ultimatum  of 

aess— a  large  income  to  receive,  a  great  deal 

waste,  and  nothing  to  do !     He  was  exactly 

b  situation  under  the  arrangements  made  by 

under  the  orders  of  the  Company. 

n  page  569of  [the  Appendix  to]  your  Lordships' 

ions  that  several  arrangements  were  afterwards 

Hastings   for  the   benefit   and   advantage   of 

Bengal,  and  that  he  could  not  more  effectually  Advice  and 

is  own  hapj)ine{?s  and  comfort  than  in  adhering  oiremi  by 

ilations.     So   that,  after  settling   his  income,  iSj^"^*" 

by  no  means  left  that  protecting  care  which 

exhibit  to  every  person  under  the  protection 

the  Company.     He,  in  1781,  gave  such  advice 


twr  Mai 


AM  Grneral  Opaum^  aj  tlu  DtfarT  : 

,.  f^  xm.*"^  nvnk^naa  for  him  ae,  if  tbey  bad  been  pnnntJ.  ai^ 
—      tutvn   ri!li«r«d   and  liGlirered   him    frntn    tboEc  aoSaaw' 
meaU  and    dutmtsrfi    wliich    hU    own  tmpraTidBHr  Ml 
extnTDADce  Iuit<>  Ainoc  plunged  hnn  inlo. 
•■^M^        Ur.  Haaline*  having,  at  tltw  ttmo — lor  1  kb  am  iiwt- 
iH^-l^^i.,  log  ticar  to  tliat  perit:^  wbeo  the  Conodil  QoMnl  HnMJ 
5;^!^^  Iif«i»    England  —  Mr.    Hartinge    hanx^  doo*   ereTll^ 
gS**.^  to  wind  op  and  cIo*c  tlto  hleodiog  onunes  of  nr  * 
gM-«       baring  rctrrneliod  crcry  unneceseury  exyieiiK  in 
'^"*       and  ifiditafyrstabliohmrala — Shaving  added  irnrtvo 
a  Tiw,  upon  Ibc  prcMmt   caloaUttnn   of  ineonw, 
r«M>nroea    in     Bengal — having    added    a    milljno 
to  the  ffrad  wUch  was  to  relieve  ycnj  from  jtmt 
dirtretf,  in  dtwharginj;   ynir   df-bw^-lmTing  MldeJ  aj*' 
the    b«»t   roubdation    every    potitJRa),    finnnriil,  ariyai  ' 
commercial,  n^ktifm — had   raised   the  aflkiniDftbe  (W  f 
[amy  snd  hi"  nwn   liune  to  tbat    emruenee  froni  v^iA «  : 
required  oil  tlic  oounternotion,  both  at  home  aDdibnd.A'J 
ibe  cdiirls  of  itn  altli.-.  active,  iwnrcderate  and  hoiAiM-  t 
jority-,  daring  a  (;reat  part  of  the  rcnmiiHler  af  liir  |HW  | 
taent — it  ri*quin>d  nil  ilila  in  nny   manner  to  mDPT«lALj 
■O'l  "'^  For  cT«n  at   la»t.  under  nil   theira  ditttdvaotages  nJ  4i  ] 
rwwwo   tMldt-d  mihurraMEDenU  and  diAadrnnla^^  of  many  Euiif 
•"*"•        and  ninay  tmlian   wnni,  be  Ictl   the  coimtir,  on'tlu'l™' 
Fcbrtinnr,  17S&,  rnHtorvd   to  thnt  mtnatiDD  "of 
iirdcr  anil  jcDnrilr,  in  which  he  hnd  originalli 
the  periled  of  hi>  ftcvt  BiilTatian  of  the   British 
India,   in  thu  year  I774,jii-'t   prior  to  ttw  Uui&^d^ 
ConiurD  (Jeneral. 
IMi-hn         My  LonU.  tbo  Conncil  Qcncral  of  Bcncal  nrntrd  ta  * 
ISIJ^  nth  of  October,  177-1.     It  ij!  to  he  lamented  thxt  mk^ 
uuOuwiL  iheae  genlleinrn,  umiucationnbly  of  vary  liberal  mil  law* 
nhic  mind* — of  (iitiiiiuea  oxtn^mely  dcTOled  to  tJiejifhW 
mid  tbo  welfare  of  tfidtr  country — xhonld  Imvc  mftndii*" 
biinoiimliK'  mind*  of  ihoirx  tu  hu  parvortril,  and  ittOf^ 
to  he  diverted  from  lbn»o  purpwca,  by  |>rojudi«a  ntj  9- 
dufitrinnsly  and  very  njifcltiuTUUfily  infiirod  mlo  their  mial^ 
about  the  period  of  their  arriTa],  by  other  pcnoat  uf" 
rcapeclabic  deKriptioa. 
JJjJHJwk       Sly    I^irdd,   the   coramonccmcnt    of    their   than  a  (^ 
fiS'^rtij  gO'"i™'>'t'nt  w««  qncrulmis  enough.   1  ihink,  befnre  ikrt  i^ 
M  (Wctuu.  token  tbeir  iwatn  at  the  BoiinJ,  ihfy  be^m  to  rjimpUa  l^ 
their  itnivsl  wna  annouacoi]  by  n  lea*  compDoicutm' •&' 
chargo  of  ttrdoanee  than  they  lutd  caijceted.     Other  W"* 


of  peMo,  ftaffi 
^tiMi  niMMi*  ' 
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ivolous  complaints  of  that  sort  seem  to  have  been  made  ^7  fbb.i79». 
I  they  met  in  Council — before  they  broke  ground  in 
decided  acts  of  hostility  with  which  they  instantly 
enced  the  career  of  their  government. 

the  25th  of  October  1774,  they  met  in  Council.     Mr.  "^***gJ2, 
Dffs  had  desired  a  delay  of  a  few  days,  for  the  purpose  fngti  lii  ac- 
lodering  whether  he  should  take  the  part  assigned  him  oM^TOundcr 
)  new  constitution  of  things  in  India.     He  knew  that  JJJikbiSh- 
indfl  of  these  gentlemen  had  been  corrupted  by  studi-  ment. 
infiiscd  prejudices.     He  saw  many  untoward  appear- 
p  many  things  which  told  liim  he  should  meet  with  that 
ition,  that  degradation  and  those  insults,  which  he  so 
ixperienced.    Meditating  and  foreseeing  all  these  things, 
mat  firmness  with  which  he  had  endured  that  irksome 
ion  in  Council,  in  the  year  1764,  at  the  period  I  have 
W  stated,  when  the  war  with  Cossim  Ali   broke  out, 
ne  was  associated  with  persons  adverse,  in  nil  antecedent 
ms,  to  the  war  that  was  then   breaking  out,  yet,  as  he 
I  not  desert  the  interests  of  his  country  in  what  he 
iyed  a  situation  of  imminent  peril,  he  would  not,  in  the 
1774,  abandon  that  country  which  he  had  raised  to 
a  state  of  prosperity.     He  would  not  abandon  those  i*atriotio 
sts  which  he  had  fostered  and  protected,  and  which  had  ntainiii^ 
tn  under  his  hands,  to  be  blasted  by  the  rashness,  the  °"^^*^' 
▼idcnce,  or  the  ill  designs,  of  others.      Though  he  ex- 
1  and  actually  experienced  every  species  of  insult  that 
ling  to  the  spirit  of  a  man,  though  he  staid  there  to 
bis  i)ower  entirely  wrested  from  him,  and  to  be   every 
nt  reminded  that  it  was  so  by  the  most  poignant  affronts 
idignities,  nevertheless,  he  so  endured.    He  knew  his 
ry  liad  a  stake  in  his  efforts  which  he  would  not  suffer 
lost  by  any  feelings  of  his  own.    He,  therefore,  endured 
dation  and  insult — every  thing  that  is  galling  to  the 
of  a  high  spirited  man  :  he  stayed  that  he  might  save, 
y  staying,  did  save  and  protect  that  which  is  now  by 
eans  the  empire  of  Great  Britain. 

e  first  subject  which  the  members  of  the  new  Council  Af^**C!^"^" 
a  their  attention  to,  upon  the  first  day  of  their  sitting,  ingsiiythc 
16  25th  of  Octol)er,  was  that  of  which  I  have  already   """"^  ' ,, 
L  to  your  Ijordslnps  a  part — the  Kohilla  war.     Upon  war. 
rabject  they  thought  fit  to  comment  with  considerable 
5  upon  Mr.  Ilastingn,  for  having,  as  they  said,  veiy  im- 
rly  committed  the  Company  in  a  war,  beyond  the  limits 
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Being  the  subject  of  the  Rohilla  war,  I  would  wish  i7Pkd.i792, 
ider  to  a  greater  extent  than  is  necessary,  but,  xp^i^tor 
as  this  was  a  subject  upon  which  the  Council  at  {he  Itohufa 
arrival  laid  their  finger,  for  the  purpose  of  the  ^*"»'- 
L  of  Mr.  Hastings,  it  seems  to  me  in  some  mea- 
lary,  in  order  to  put  him  right  in  your  Lordships^ 

to  show  that,  in  that  in  which  they  imputed  to 
,  no  blame  was  justly  and  fairly  resulting  from  the 
8  which  they  applied  their  minds  to. 

id  it  was  impolitic,  because  it  was  exposing  our  ^J^J^rf^  JjJ" 
y  be  assailed  by  the  Mahratta?,  with  whom  this  war, liyox- 
an  endless  source  of   contention  and  animosity.  IwTntiJre  to 
tion  has  been  falsified  entirely  by  tlie  event.  The  tiVc^Mah!'"* 
f  the  Rohilla  country,  in  the  custody,  as  it  has  ™^*"^- 
nja-ud-Dowla  first  and  his  descendant  AsofF-ud- 
e,  have  not  been  assailed,  even  to  this  hour,  except 

predatory  incursion  of  some  Sikhs  in  the  year 
h  was  disavowed  by  their  own  commander,  and  for 

depredators  were   punished.      That   which   the 
5  Board  predicted  would  produce  perpetual  wars, 
xluced  a  moment's  dissension,  and  that  which  was 
perpetual  incursions  has  not  produced  one  hostile 
leyond  the  Ganges,  the  limit  of  that  country, 
s  another    objection    to  the  treaty  of    Suja-ud- The  bripaao 
t  was  said  that  the  benefit  tliat  we  were  to  derive  by^sJ^a^^i- 
cing  the  brigade  at  the  sum  of  two  lacs,  ten  thou-  ^^o^^'^'*** 
58  a  year,  was  not  a  natural  resource  to  such  a 
Bengal,  and,  at  the  most,  could  be  but  teuiporary. 
ired  to  this  very  hour ;  and,  by  the  last  accounts 
y  Lord  Cornwallis,  it  annually  netted  that  amount 
mry. 

as  at  that  time  a  juf»t  ground  for  conunencing  the  Oan«rt»rof 
pcct  of  the  treaty  being  broken,  and  in  respect  of  f",nti"rto*^ 
•  It  would  be  dangerous  to  commit  the  guard  of  so  J,f"'thl,''^lt^' 
a  frontier  to  a  people  at  once  weak  and  faithless,  i"""**- 
>t  leave  it  to  us  to  conjecture  what  they  would  do, 
it  of  cold  neutrality  or  the  hour  of  danger,  when 
make  this  return  in  the  moment  of  their  protec- 
I  the  fever  of  their  hottest  gratitude.    Therefore,  I 
lis  measure,  upon  which  their  first  censure  fell,  is 
jstifiable  upon  principles  of  justice  and  upon  prin- 
olicy. 

t  measure  which  attracted  their  observation  and  Demand  ibrr 
e  out  of  this  : — They  demanded  from  Mr.  Middle-  fISm*Mr. 

pp 
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&f iddleton,  Mr.  Bristow  was  sent  iip  to  fill  tlie  same  "  Pbp.  lygg. 
I,  and  when  Mr.  Hastings  desired  that  Mr.  Bristow  resiwnd 
orrespond  with  the  Governor  General,  conceiving  it  wkh^M^ 
Btiy  that  he  should  correspond  with  anybody  else,  ^"'•^<»^- 
or  granted  that  they  would  adopt  the  same  rule  with 
to  the  correspondence  of  the  members  of  the  Board 
J  had  laid  down  for  that  of  the  Governor  General — 
7  insisted  that  each  member  of  the  Council  should, 
lally,  have  a  right  to  correspond  with  the  Resident, 
.hey  precluded  the  Governor  General  from  having  that 
orresj)ondencc.     They  reserved  to  an  individual,  one 
then  constituting  the  government  of  the  country — 
le  majority  the  Governor  General  was  excluded  from 
re  of  it — they  reserved  to  tluiuisclves  the  right  of 
ommunication,  of  correspondence,  with  the  Resident 
cy  denied  to  the  Governor  General. 

Tefiisal,  peremptorily  persisted   in   on  the  part   of  8ui)stitution 
tings,  produced  tlie  removal  of  Mr.  Middleton,  and  cVml^w  of 
intment  of  Mr.  Bristow  to  the  station  of  Resident  ?,I  mp^muT 
;    and,  during  the  whole  of  the  period  which  inter-  <"ot^n's 
tween  that  time  and  nearly  the  close  of  the  year 
e  residence  of  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  gentle- 
he  court  of  Oiidc  was  tho.  mark  and  ensign,  held  out 
mntry  j)Owers,  to  ascertain  the  ascendancy  or  depres- 
he  influence  of  the  Governor  General  in  tlie  councils 
Jd.     I  mean,  with  an  exception  of  a  small  period  of 
Jtween  1779  and  1780,  when  Mr.  Purling  was  Resi- 
Oude,  that  was  the  mark  to  which  everybody  looked 
'  whether  the  Governor  General  was  in  possession  of 
functions  of  his  oflice.      And  Mr.   Hastings,  wish- 
perform   no   ineffective    part    in    the    government 
to  him,  and  to  have  the  means  of  conducting  with 
J  and  advantage   to  the  Coni])any  the  affairs  corn- 
to  him,  showitd,  instead  of  being  blamable,  tliat  he 
uenced  bv  those  motives  wliich  are  the  source  of  all 
d  honourable  c^mduct  in  man.     lie  besought  them, 
disapproved  of   his  conduct,   to   recall   him ;  but,  if 
itinued  him,  to  give  him  the  full,  (directive,  use  of  his 
8.     lie  writes  to  them  thus,  on  the  3d  of  December, 
ithin  less  than  two  months  after  the  new  Council 
md  took  possession  of  the  government :    - 

ul  hH  my  situation  is  likely  to  prove,  and  unsuitable  to  my  ^^*\^ 
n,  it  is  my  determined  resolution  to  ret^iin  the  place  which  your  "L  ufthe 
ginally  assigned  me,  and  the  liCffislature  has  since  so  honour-  Directon, 
rmed,  till  your  justice  shall  di^cide  between  me  and  my  oppo-  3dl>ecl774. 

pp2 
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»  to  be  making  ineffectual  opposition  to  measures  ho  did  i^  Fbb.  1792. 

approve,  and  to  have  the  whole  usefulness  of  his  own 

ito  and  attainments  in  that  service  entirely  suspended, 

Dg  the  period  in  which  the  effective  government  of  that 

Ktiy  was  occupied  by  his  opponents. 

il  uiis  jMJriod  of  time,  there  occurred  an  event  which  has  i>oith  of 

the  foundation  fur  that  intimate  connection  with  the  Dowi»?" 
smment  of  Oudc — a  still  more  intimate  connection  than 
■d  before — and  has  given  birth,  in  its  consequences, 
variety  of  transactions  which  are  now  in  question 
«  your  Lordships — I  mean  the  death  of  Suja-ud-Dowla, 
^happened  on  the  26th  of  January,  1775,  within  three 
K18  wker  the  landing  of  this  Supreme  Council.  Upon  Question  of 
ooaaion  of  his  death,  it  became  the  Council  of  Bengal  to 
;  such  measures  as  consisted  with  their  safety,  and  the 
"vance  of  good  faith,  in  respect  to  treaties  then  subsisting 
us.  And,  my  Lords,  the  first  anxiety  of  the  Council 
to  have  been,  np(m  seeing  tliat  his  death  was  likely  to 
f  to  know  upon  whom  the  succession  would  be  likely, 
B  appointment;  to  devolve.  There  were  doubts  whether 
r^esent  Nawab,  Asoff-ud-Dowla,  would  be  the  object  of  his 
kion.  But,  in  the  course  of  the  discussion  which  took 
>  at  that  period,  so  little  did  it  occur  then  to  the  members 
le  Board  that  all  the  treaties  made  with  Suja-ud-Dowla 
ted  at  his  death,  that,  on  the  :3rd  of  February,  Mr.  J{i."Ji\^^Ji,. 
Cicis;  in  a  minute,  states  that,  sup])Osing  the  right  of 
^oanon  to  be  established  in  the  Wazir,  as  he  now  is,  that 
!|  Asoff-ud-Dowla,  he  thought  there  would  be  an  obliga- 

npon  the  Government  of  Bengal  to  acknowledge  him  as 
Representative  of  Suja-ud-Dowla,  on  the  terms  and  to  the 
lit  prescribed  in  the  treaty  of  Allahabad. 
W  could  any  man  that  2)enned  that  minute  have  a  doubt  The  iwiciiu 

the  treaty  of  Allahabad  extended  to  the  successor  of°fAnnhflS»i 
l-ud-Dowla,  when  he  should  be  named  and  ascertained  ?  sUjiHid-*** 
•  impossible  but  that,   upon  the  3rd  of  February,  he  j^'*'* "®" 

fit,  as  I  do  and  every  man  who  fairly  addresses  his 
to  the  subject  must  do,  that  the  treaty  of  Allahabad 
tinucd  to  the  successors  of  Suja-ud-Dowla  all  the  benefits 
nlated  for,  in  that  treaty,  to  Suja-ud-Dowla  and  his  heirs. 
rill  not  bear  a  question  that  can  be  discussed  in  any  court 
itever,  whether  words,  by  which  one  nation  contracts  with 
ince  and  his  heirs  for  perpetual  peace  and  other  continuing 
Bfita—  whether  treaties  of  that  sort  wliich  are  called  real 
tics  are  binding  uj>on  successors,  or  only  personal  and 


a____  'T^X  have  *■--■ 
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Q    the   five    Northern    Cirkars: — "My   tiithcr  i7Fed.i7u2. 
m   but  for   life;  he   had  no  further  power  of 
Tou,  the  Company,  by  the  Council  you  sent  out 
sM  solemnly  told  all  India  that  all  treaties  expire 

of  the  prince.'' 

wa  may  say — "  I  choose  to  have  [the  island   of 
and  other  lands  ceded  to  you."     Tlie  Kaja  of 
the  Nawab  of  Aroot  may  take  back  the  jagir 
y  feather  of  our  wings  is  stripped  by  this  mis- 
be,  doctrine  contained  in  this  minute, 
ground  of  an  argument  which  has  no  foundation  Doummiof 
I  or  reason,  was  this  demand  made^  at  that  time,  h^^nv^^un- 
id-Dowla — '*  We  demand  of  yon,  as  the  condition  Awllt^id- 
we  will  leave  you  iu  possession  of  your  terri-  '^'^^^ 

is,  a«  the  condition  upon  which  we  will  allow 

of  our  forces  essential  to  the  maintenance  of 
—that  you  cede  to  us  IJenarcs."  But  this  is  not 
at  did  not  satisfy  the  spirit  of  Mr.  Francis. 
1  partes  serando — he  was  considering  how  he 
is  [K)or,  imfortunate,  man  into  the  most  pieces,  to 
lost  maws.  He  said,-  -"  I  think  we  may  as  well 
d  give  it  to  Nnjif  Khan,"  a  soldier  of  fortune. 
;  was  not  enough  to  strip  him  of  his  territories, 
ip  him  of  his  honours.  **  We  might,"  says  Mr. 
I  well  apply  to  Delhi,  and  get  the  office  of  Wazir 
han  likewise  "--  an  honour  which  had  been  resi- 
amily  for  three  generations. 
it  have  we  of  giving  away  his  territories,  secured 
in  faith  of  treaties  ?  But  this  we  were  to  do. 
\  take  Benares  for  ourselves ;  to  give  to  Nujif 
Idier  of  fortune,  a  large  portion  of  the  Dual) 
igir  ;  and  then,  in  return  for  all  this,  what  were 
why,  to  procure  for  him  a  nominal  eontirmatory 

remaiuint;  dominions  from  Delhi.     This  was  all 
give,  by  way  of  conunutation,  for  this  spoliation 
irs  and  his  pro[)erty.     It  is  wonderful  that  upon 
1  it  did  not  shock  their  minds,  when  they  cam e  CharMim. 
rther  term — he  was  to  be  told  by  our  Resident  Kuior'^i     ' 
isidered  him  liable  for  the  debts  of  his  father.  *^*^^*'*- 
nherit  the  burdens  without   the   benefits  of  his 

It  is  the  mo.st  monstrous  act  of  um|ualified  in- 
h  occurs  in  all  our  records  in  India.  And  would 
lips  believe  that,  in  the  stating  of  every  broken 

in  India — and  all  of  them  have  been  at  some 
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'hethcr  they  too  easily  listened  to  the  cogitations  of  Mr.  17  Feb.  1792. 
ifl^  they  acquiesced  in  taking  Benares  from  the  Wazlr. 
18  told  he  must  yield  Benares,  or  the  forces  would  be 
cmwn   immediately.     It  was^  in  effect^  telling  him  he 
imrcnder  his  throne  and  his  life  to  his  rival  and  to  his  Tho  Waxir 
68 ;  for  would  his  own  troops  stand  by  him?     They  trust lo bis 
in  arrear^  by  the  mischievous  policy  of  the  princes  of  *'^^"*'^****' 
onntry,  many  months  in  their  pay^  and  the  treasure  that 
>  pay  them — over  which  he  hud  as  unquestioned  a  right 
r  one  of  your  Lordships  have  to  that  which  you  think 
Mt  assured  parts  of  your  property —  that  was  to  be  taken 
lum,  to  be  given  to  the  Begums.     He  was,  therefore,  to 
Idled  with  the  expense  of  the  pay  of  near  100,000  of 
m  countiy  troops ;  charged  with  all  the  debts  due  to  us  ; 
dominions  severed,  by  taking  from  him  a  proportion 
which,  according  to  Murtcza  Khan's  account,  would 
wQx  fifty  lacs,  as  rented  by  us,  though  but  of  the  value 
snty-two  and  a  half  to  the  Wazir.     If  we  think  we 

determine  the  contract  of  our  troops  at  any  moment, 

nught  equally  as  well  say  to  another,  to  whom  he  had 
KOat — "  1  choose  to  determine  the  contract  by  which  I 
1  the  boat,  at  the  time  you  are  upon  the  water.  Here, 
t  of  it."     Why,  you  left  him  to  the  sword  of  Murtcza 

and  the  jealous  rivalry  of  his  brother  Saadat  Ali. 
f  man  did  what  he  could  not  help  doing.     He  purchjiscd  Ct^Niouof 
I  and  his  throne  by  the  cession  of  that  which  was  thus,  tiloCom-^ 
id  of  all  treaties  and  good  faith,  extorted  from   him.  *'^"'^- 
lext  thing  it  would  have  become  us,   I  conceive,  to 
lone,  was  to  have  made  the  remainder  of  his  resources 
ble.     If  we  had  plucked  this  feather  from  his  wing,  we 
1}  at  least,  have  strengthened  every  other  that  remained 

No ;  we  consigned  him  immediately — I  do  not  say  inducniiont 
[do  not  say    my  client,  who  certainly  had  then  no  To  rc"ijcn*i?a^ 
m,  no  means  of  controul  in  that  government,  being  in  a  finl"r'*i*trwi. 
id  minority,  and  laid  by  as  perfectly  useless  in  their  »"«^' 
ilfl — but  it  occurred    then    to   Mr.   Bristow — for  the 
«  originated  with   him — as   fitting,    to   accede  to  a 
;  proposed  by  the  Begums,  for  granting  a  small  propor- 
f  these  treasures  of  Suja-ud-Dowla,  which  they  had  in 
bands,  to  their  son,  in  consideration  of  his  relinquishing 
n  to  all  the  rest. 

18  treaty  was  in  agitation  with  Mr.  Bristow   from  the  J*?!  na"^  "^ 
I  of  March  to  the  period  of  October,  in  the  year  1775.  ""'^'^V.,^ 
ig   the  whole  of  that  time,  Mr.  Hastings  had  every  trcatj. 
1  to  think — indeed  he-  might  well  know — by  the  com- 


5Ji.      DowU,  during  tbA  a 


•ppcan  ajxm  jour  Ujnul 


2^i»ov*  *>f  tua  Began,  n  fail 
■  ■'■'■  rMp«et, Mid  iu  tlw  Batun 
wooM  be  more  Ukdy  Ui 
nrdiiury  •pmi.  Hn  had  p 
imal  Ui  liitn,  noil  in  tbo  fii 
exQCtitv  the  irusU  He  Oi 
tnt]r,  kut  the  sejib  uf  hi* 
biow  whether  ih«t  nlraw 
dues  uut  h  will  ahurtly- 
»w)*  Iff  hi"  OKOfnitivs  gim; 
iu  viniK-  of  tLi»  trust.  cl«i 
pivorDiuent  of  the  cwu]>tr< 
•he  cuitlil  a  riglil  to  kucom 
wtnc  uarpuM  aud  uud«u- 
Ull  mdi  k.r.  Bnt  these  c 
J^"^  »M  ■ccuinuUtJjig,  and  up 
MM)  iM  Dceasionkl,  mntii^^t.  exj 
I^^  '"*'  order  ui  vu  tlu#  food,  u 
Mr.  Brauy,  tu  dermy  pMrt 
He  wtu  in  the  vitinl  u«s 
■urc*,  as  bM  own,  till  ho  < 
now  MBM  ohuDi ;  but  whoj 
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Ircwures  accrue  ?  If  there  was  a  will  devising  them  17  fbb.  1792. 
1^  Jet  it  be  shown.  If  there  be  a  deed  of  gift  of  them, 
poi  produce  it  ?  The  possession  remained — which  is  a 
Vfideiice  of  there  being  no  gift ;  because  the  transfer 
r.poBsesfiion  usually  accompanies  a  gift — the  posses- 
■Buuned  with  the  Wazir^  whose  house  the  zanana  was, 
»  extreme  hour  of  his  life,  and  they  belonged  to  his 
■or  immediately  upon  his  death ;  and,  therefore,  there 
PpoiseBsion  which  might  give  a  colour  of  argument 
*  daim  in  respect  of  supposed  gift  or  contract 

taken  some  pains  to  inquire  whether  there  were  No  iicquest 
written  by  the  Wazir — any  communications  with  }w>iu  the  ^^ 
M^pany,  indicating  any  purpose  or  wish  that  the  Begum  ^^^^^* 
i?  kaye  all  or  any  pait   of  those  treasures,  after  his 
m,     Nothing  of  that  kind  is  to  be  found.     But  there  is 
Kmnd  upon  the  consultations  a  single  letter,  with  which 
the  liberty  of  troubling  your  Lordships,  written 
ud-Dowla  himself,  almost  in  the  agonies  of  death, 
.'  a  venr  few  hours  before  that  expected  event  hap- 
»      In  that  letter,  all  his  anxiety  is  for  his  son  Asoif- 
»^la,  whom  he  desires  the   Company  to  consider  as  in 
fece.     Not  a  mention  of  the  Begums  !     Not  a  word  of 
Pleasure,  which,  if  he  had  wished  to  secure  it  to  them,  it 

natural  and  obvious  he  would  have  made  some  men- 
C  in  this  letter  which,  at  the  period  I  have  stated,  he 

to  Mr.  Hastings  ! 

^  Liords,  Colonel  Polier  was  on  the  2Gth  of  January,  ixjtt^^r  of 
I  when  the  event  of  the   Wazir*s  doatli  happened,  at  to  Mr!  iii 
had,  where  the  Wazir  tlieii  was.     lie  writes  to  Mr.  *"*^*- 
ings  thus, — 

Ad  myself  the  hunour  of  udilrt-iising  you  the  day  liefoi-e  yeuterday, 
*••••  •  •  •         •■••• 

ind  worthy  qualitietf.***^ 

.6  says,  this  letter  contiiins  the  last  request  of  the  prince  The  w 
recommends   his    family   to   their  protection.      These  JJiIJ™"n"^ 
b  have  been  relied  ui)on  ;  but  it  is  a  mistake  of  Colonel  j^nnjr  *« 
■r,  for  he  never  mentions  hit^amily.     This  is  the  Nawab's  ingi». 


llasU 


azir's 


r: — 


low  shall  I  exprestf  to  you  the  violence  of  the  sufferings  I  undergo  lioitoroftho 

my  disonler.  ^^  **"'• 

vcr  remain  in  alliance  with  you.*' 

To  GopicB  of  this  or  the  following  k'ttcrs  have  1)oeii  met  with.  The  Com- 
I  agent  at  Fyzabad  at  tliis  pcriwl  was  Col.  PriiiinN<e  (iailliez.  ICis  letters 
I  Cooncil  jnit  before  and  after  the  date  mentioned  in  Mr.  Law's  iSp«cch  are 
)d  in  the  Appendix  to  the  **  MiuuU>s  of  the  Evidence/'  p.  U13. 
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her  son.     He  would  have  secured  an  unexcoption-  ^'  fkii^i:«, 
I,  for  the  pavnient  of  all  that  debt  which  was  then  Air..>iinior 
the    Company — a  debt  which,  at  the  thiie  of  the  ihrr^in|Jn> 

Suja-ud-L)owla,  aniounicJ  to  somewhat  more  than  iv>ti"a\  "^' 
i;  for  I  find  an  accouni  which  states  it  at  above  **'"'*'•• 
Rt  the  end  of  the  year  1774.  and.  therefore,  by  that 
lay  be  supposed,  by  the  accumulation  of  the  subsidy, 
it  to  the  sum  of  sixty  lac^  He  ought  to  have  an- 
lo  the  Begum  that  these  treasures  were  the  property 
].     He  ought  to  have  announced  to  the  son  that,  in 

his  right  to  them,  our  right  upon  these  treasures 

He  should  have  told  them  both  that,  if  Suja-ud-  riir  tn-nsurr 
id  made  a  will,  this  treasure  must  still  be  subject  to  n^^VilnVs" 
;  that  these  debts  attached  upon  them  on  the  part 
>mpany — on  the  part  of  his  unpaid  troops ;  that  it 
gf  that,  out  of  this  fund,  the  exi>ensc3  of  his  accession 
ovemment — every  sum  that  might  be  necessarily 
I  to  procure  his  confirmatiun  in  his  government  from 
mght,  properly,  likewise  to  be  taken.  All  these 
pon  this  fund  ought  to  have  been  announced,  and  to 
ent,  at  least,  they  ought  to  have  been  satisfied,  bofon' 
ums  should  be  i>ermitted  to  appropriate  any  part  of 
No  such  thing  is  announced  to  them.  Uny  an; 
d  to  appropriate  them,  as  if  they  had  received  tlieni 
ic  most  valid  conveyance  or  bequest  from  Snja-iid- 
ind  as  if  no  debt  that  formed  a  claim  upon  that  fund 

mpossiblc,  if  ytm  consider  the  nature  of  the  thing—  iini»i-..i.ni.i- 
j  considering  that   there  is  no  evidence  produced,  jilinVsnill^ 

will  is  shown,  no  gift,  no   evidenc<i    upon  which  "l'ilnu,w,,'v* 
of  riglit  can  be  founded — but  it  is  imj)()ssil)le  that  Ji«'j«'-'»'*«»ri' 
•Dowla,  justly  solicitous   and   anxious  for  the;  huc- Niiir.vN„r. 
)f  his   son,  should  have  left  away  from  him  those 
I,  which  were  essential  to  the  maintaining  of  him 
le    musnud  —  that    he  should   have    given    away 

sum   of  money,   which    was    wanted    to    pay    the 
vhosc  assistance  was  necessary  for  his  continuance 
5  throne.     But  we  need  not  hv.  enforcing  what,  in  iiuimiiMni 
p  in  prudence,  Suja-ud- Dowla  would  have  done.     It^m,,*!., 
imbent  upon  the  Begum  to  show  that  he  had  dont;  i'.Vimtil.M? 
Iff  of  that  sort.     It  was  incumbent  upon  the  Jiegum 
that,  by  some  efficient  act,  he  had  ap[>ropriated  these 
J  to  her,  to  the  prejudice  of  other  parties  who  might 
ims  ui>on  them ;  to  the  prejudice  of  hib  creditors  and 
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r  the  same.     The  estate  receives  an  accession  or  a  ^7  f«b.i703. 
by  purchase  or  by  alienation.     Tt   is^  therefore, 
to  re-assess  the  lands,  at  every  period  in  which  a 
nation  is  to  be  made,  and  a  fresh  taxation  to  be 
an  those  hinds. 

I  not  only  necessary  for  that  purpose^  but  it  was  Rpasoiu  for 
r,  oonsidering  how  much  in  the  infancy  of  the  ^**^  *"**"^'^' 
ntion  of  the  finance  of  that  country  we  were  in 
Bit  as,  your  Lordships  will  recollect,  at  the  period  of 
Ofld  Beza  Kahn's  removal,  just  when  we  had  only 
mi  glimmering  to  lead  us  into  the  dark  intricacy  of 
blail  of  accounts :  at  that  time  we  certainly  could  not 
tilled  all  that  information  and  knowledge  which  we 
t  a  later  period,  and  when  we  had  been  more  fully 
I  the  modes  of  financial  collection.  Mr.  TTastings, 
^  directed  this  sort  of  inquiry  to  be  made,  to  be  a 
Soft  all  future  times,  and  the  means  of  ascertaining  the 
with  the  utmost  possible  care,  on  every  future  occa- 
Mtfsessment.  The  inquiry  was  to  be  so  minute  that  it 
ike  up  the  value  almost  of  each  pargana ;  certainly 
I  in  the  hands  of  each  raiyat ;  the  value  of  all  lands, 
largest  proportion  to  the  smallest.  There  would 
liyision  into  the  smallest  and  minutest  parts.  Tlie 
d  nature  of  the  soil,  and  every  attcndjint  circiun- 
rould  be  in  this  mode  of  inquiry  ascertained.  No- 
i  doubt  of  the  utility  of  this.  But  an  honourable 
has  suggested,  that  Mr.  llastings  had  before  said  a 
knowledge  of  the  districts  had  been  obtained.  That 
Bans  implies  that  ccmiph^te  kn(»wlodg(^  of  the  minuter 
on,  and  nxwh  as  respeets  the  c|ualities  df  land,  had 
ained. 

I   Lonl    C^omwallis   recently    let    the   land    of  the  Tiio  8am(i> 
for  ten  years,  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  institute  itSutSViIy 
sort  of  inquiry.       One  of  the  collectors,  writing  to  wRUisy*'"'" 
rnwallis,  .suggests  the  necessity  of  having  it.      This 
Revenue  Consultation,  February  the  lOth,  1788: — 

M l*«'lt«r  of  a 

nvate  emohinicin.    *  NUfon^Ntiiif^ 

Lch  was  it  the  object  of  Mr.  Hastings  to  have  the    ^^   ***"*'^' 
r  future  information  at  the  expiration  of  the  then 
g  leases,  that  it  was  a  stipulation  in  these  very  leases  Justinentioii 
farmers  should,   at  the  expiration  of  their  tenns,  quiryi  *"" 


No  copy  of  the  paper  referred  to  has  been  met  with. 
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Francis  states  that  it  appeared  that  he  had  been  so  con-  i7Feb.i7©2. 
d  in  a  trial   of  Mr.  Fowke,  which  took  place  in  June, 
^      That  could  not  have  been  the  reason  of  his  dismis- 
ibr  he   was   dismissed   in   May  preceding ;   therefore, 
Ui^  that  appeared  on  that  trial  could  not  have  been  the 
I  of  his  dismission.      But  it  did  not  appear  in  that  trial 
he  had  been  dismissed  on  any  such  account. 
0  ground  of  his  dismission  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  Grouiui  of 
•Hmd  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  a  ground  which  would  lUrssaii. 
ntt  a  dismission.     I  rather  incline  to  think  that  what  he 
was  not   blamable,  but   certainly  nothing  that  should 
et  abhorrence  and  detestation ;  nay,  I  do  not  know  that 
Lordships  will,  when  I  state  it,  think  it  ought  to  attract 
JB  or  censure  in  any  degree  whatever.    This  man,  Gunga 
lid  Sing,  in  1775,  is  diwan,  collector  and  manager,  for 
Sommittee  of  salt,  and  generally  for  the  revenues  of  the 
■oe ;    he  was  likewise  diwan  of  the  Land  Committee : 
w^  therefore,  to  receive  for  Government  what  was  due 
W  hind,  and  he  was  to  issue  to  the  different  persons 
acting  for  the  salt  farms  the  advances  that  were  to  l)e 

to  these  salt  farmers,  for  the  purpose  of  managing  their 
>»  He  stands,  therefore,  in  this  double  relation.  A  man 
»  name  of  Cumal-ud-Din  owed  the  sum  of  26,000  rupees, 
sears  of  rent  upon  his  land  farm.  He  was  to  have  that 
■vger  sum  issued  to  him  on  account  of  salt  advances. 
*Wiiat  is  this  crime,  which  is  to  make  every  man's  face 
2Mle  in  India?— which  makes  Gunga  Govind  Sing  a 

of  abhorrence  and  detestation  everywhere  ?  Why,  he 
**  Before  I  issue  your  salt  advances,  I  will  be  paid  my 
■^nt ;  and  if  you  do  not  pay  it  I  will  deduct  it  from  the 
i*dvances."  I  defy  the  honourable  gentleman  to  show 
Kxuong  the  multitude  of  papers  before  you,  anything 
Unputes  a  specific  crime.  I  am  not  talking  of  general 
ri^tions  of  infamy.  These  may  be  laid  against  any  man. 
^  rtincis  said,  he  understood  him  to  be  infamous.  Colonel 
•on  said,  he  understood  he  was  reckoned  very  treacherous 
"s&pacious.      General  Clavering  said,  that  a  man   upon 

*  there  was  a  suspicion  of  any  sort — adverting  to  what 
«^id  by  Mr.  Francis — might  as  well  not  have  been  a 
>»  and  therefore  [advised  to]  appoint  somebody  else ; 
'O  one  joined  in  giving  credit  to  Cumal-ud-Din. 

*•   Francis  says  : —  Mr.FrancU'a 

•  has  acknowledged  having?   deducted  2'^,'^l\)  ninees  from    the  jt. 
J"^*  made  to  Cumal  al  Dicn,  on  account  of  the  salt  fanns.    Admit- 
**t  this  money  was  ap])1ied  to  make  f^ood  a  former  balance  due  on 

'^   JI.  Q  Q 
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they  were  to  execute.     They  were  to  send  for  17  Feb.  1792. 
and  papers^  and,  if  they  did  not  attend  In  person  and 
b  the  papers,  there  was  an  order  given — not  to  this  native 
NT  who  might  abuse  it — not  to  any  native  officer — but  to 
4}oimcil,  I  think,  of  Moorshedabad,  who  were  directed  to 
■t  and  punish  those  who  should  dare  openly  to  oppose  or 
Imj  the  orders  of  the  Government  in  these  instances. 
t-  u  moved  by  the  Governor  General  that  the  following  Powor /.f 
be  written  to  the  Chief  and  the  Council  at  Moorshe-  a?t^*JIll:r,f,.e, 
It  is  committed   to  the  whole  Board,  not  to  any 
person,  to  enforce  the  attendance  of  persons  and  the 
■KtiOQ  of  papers.     This  is  the  order  which,  for  the  fur- 
of  the  purposes  of  the  Aminic  Commission,  was 
by  the  Council  General  to  the  Council  of  Moorsheda- 
Now  what  is  it  more  than  this — "  you  are  to  punish,  as 
court  must,  for  contempts  committed  against  yourself?'' 
a  contempt  of  that  high  commission  if  any  person 
Ikeld  from  them  that  information  to  which  they  were 
^L      It  was  the  object  of  the  commission  to  procure  it, 
^very  person  who  contumaciously  refused  to  pro<lnco 
i    papers,  which  it  w.as  his  covenanted  duty,  under  the 
•  of  his  original  lease,  to  produce,  the  committee  was  to 
Bt  and  punish.     What  do  we  do  in  the  administration  of 
lO©  in  this  country,  from  a  sheriff,  who  can  arrest  and  fine, 
^Mds  ?     What  does  it  mean  more  than  that  those  means 
^  be  resorted  to  for  enforcing  this  order  which,  according 
•fce  customs  of  this  country,  or  the  customs  you  yourself 
^  adopted,  are  used  under  similar  circumstances,  to  compel 
dence  to  your  own  orders  ?     That  is  all  it  says ;  and 
►  the  word  "  torture"  could  have  entered  the  head  of  tlie 
toorable   Manager   I   cannot   conceive,  unless   that   Mr. 
ttids,  in  his  minute  upon  this  head,  says  it  is  an  authority 
1186   torture.     That   is  Mr.  Francis's  own  constniction. 
M  is  no  warrant  for  it     Neither  the  letter  nor  spirit 
Borises  doinnr  more  than  that  which  is  consistent  with  the 
Mnity  belonging  to  the  British  nation,  and  that  became  a 
incil  acting  under  their  authority  to  do — to  enforce  an 
fience  to  a  necessary  order. 

row  I  have  done  with  this  commission,  upon  which  so 
li  blame  has  been  cost.  I  trust  your  Lordships  will 
k  there  is  no  sufficient  ground  for  imputing  any  thinu, 
ir  as  relates  to  this  charge — and  I  know  of  nothing  else 
imputes  any  thing — to  Gunga  Govind  Sing.  There  is 
!>Uime  to  be  found  in  Mr.  Boyle  and  Mr.  Anderson,  the 

QQ2 
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Bombay.     The  Company  had  to  both  of  these  affixed  an  i7  Feb.  1792. 
vztraordinary  degree  of  vahie ;   for  they  had,  in  all  their  importanco 
letters,  from  1768  down  to  that  period,  been  recommending  fh^m-**^ 
Ihem  to  violate  peace  and  good  faith,  quocunque  inodoy  to  JJJ^*^'^, 
ibtain  possession  of  these  places.     There  is  a  letter  in  I7689 
in  which  they  say, — 

["  The  intimation  you  gave  to  our  President  and  Council  of  Fort  Their  letter 
BL  George,  to  use  their  endeavours  uith  the  Marattas  to  obtain  a  grant  |o  ^^^^' 
if  SalKtte  and  Bassein  to  us  we  highly  approve  of;  and  we  now  recora-  ^^     **"*^* ' 
1  to  you  in  the  strongest  manner  to  use  your  endeavours,  upon 
occasion  that  may  ofi'er,  to  obtain  these  places,  which  we  should 
a  valuable  acquisition.'^]  * 


By  hints  of  this  sort,  which  the  Bombay  Government  were 
■ot  very  unwilling  to  undei-stand,  they  entered  into  treaty 
Irith  Bagobn.     Salsettc  was  almost  immediately  transferred 
ib  our  hands.     Bassein  was  to  be  the  fruit  of  a  war  with  the 
liahrattas.     As  soon  as  the  news  of  this  treaty  and  the  ^'^p/^^^ 
Iterations  which  followed  upon  it  had  reached  the  Govern-  bythoBeu- 
ileiit   of   Bengal,   they  unanimously   disapproved   of    this  Scnt!*^^*' 
,  and  deputed  Colonel  Upton  immediately  to  Poena, 
the  purpose  of  making  peace  with  the  M ahratta  state. 
fhity  were,  however,  so   far,  I   may  say,  warped  by  the 
Erection  of  their  employers  that,  in  this  treaty,   Colonel 
Upton  was  to  recognise  the  aggression  on  the  part  of  the 
English,  or,  at  least,  to  say  that  tlie  war  was  improperly 
BOnimenced,  and  he  was  to  stipulate  as  much  as  he  could  for 
ill  the  benefits  we  could  have  derived  from  it.    The  minister  Tcmw  ob- 
of  the  Poena  Government  commented  upon  this  sort  of  con-  the^MaiiraS- 
tmdictory  conduct,  in  which  we  acknowledge  ourselves  in  ***• 
the  wrong  and  yet  desire  to  be  paid  for  it.     However,  we 
did  eflFect  this  treaty  with  them.     We  had  Iwelve  lacs  of 
rupees  given  us  for  that  war  which  the  Bombay  Government 
had  begun.     Broach,  a  country  of  about  three  lacs,  was  to 
be  ceded  to  us  instead  of  Bassein,  which  they  were  unwilling 
to  give  us;  but  Sabette  was  ceded  to  us,  unless  we  could  be 
induced  to  yield  that  to  them,  at  the  earnest  entreaty  which 
Aeymade,  and  so  take  something  as  an  equivalent  for  it 

when  this  news  arrived  at  the  India  House,  they  thought  P^J^*^ 
•  favourable  opportunity  had  been  lost  of  obtaining  these  i»ny  of  the 
objects,  and  they  did  not  so  scupulously  as  they  should,  to  '**'"*  "^ 
be  sure,  advert  to  the  means  by  which  they  were  to  be  ob- 


•  Extractor  tluj  GcniTal  Utler  to  Bombay,  IStli  March,  17G8  ;  Printed  in 
Appendix  47.  to  tlic  Fifth  Ke|>ort  from  the  Committee  of  iSecrecy. 


Speech  of  Mr.  Law,  615 

len  most  intercstc J  to  know,  and  having  tlic  best  means  17  feu.  i71'2. 

I  knowing,  what  were  the  designs  of  the  Frcncli  Go-ix..si^of 
ammcnt  with  respect  to  us— I  mean  his  ^Majesty's  then  Govenimcnt 
mbassador*  at  Paris — which  he  was  directed  to  commu- 
icate  to  no  other  person  but  to  Mr.  Hastings,  indivi- 
nally,  and  General  Clavering.  Having  received  this  in- 
mnation  from  tliat  noble  })erson,  he  had  reason  to  under* 
auid  that  there  was  meditated,  on  the  part  of  France,  a 
iMsion  to  India,  for  the  puq^ose  of  intriguing  with  Indian 
Dwers — to  ofler  them  assistance,  and  to  join  them  oi)enly  as 
Mm  as  war  should  commence  ;  that  it  was  intended  to  send 
it  a  lai^c  supply  of  men  and  arms,  and  persons  to  train 
lem  in  the  use  of  arms.  Other  comnmnications  respecting 
le  eame  subject,  strongly  inducing  Mr.  Hastings  to  believe, 
id  well  warranting  him  in  believing,  a  sort  of  aggression — 
r  a  sort  of  intrigue,  I  should  rather  call  it — on  the  part  of 
ianc€^  drew  Mr.  Hastings'  attention,  in  a  very  anxious 
wrce,  to  the  operations  of  that  Govenmient. 

It  was  credibly  reported,  at  that  time,  that  there  had  been  Ci.uipiirity 
cession  agreed  for  of  the  port  of  Choul,  very  near  B(mi-  waVmini'^.'' 
ly,  to  the  Government  of  France,  which  would  have  been  YrimcXv  ^^^^ 
F  the  most  imfiortrnt  consequence  to  the  British  security  in  '^'ni^sjny. 
bat  part  of  the  world.  But  it  was  known  that  this  man 
ras  there.  It  was  known  that  he  h.id  delivered  creden- 
lals  to  the  Peshwa  Ironi  the  French  King ;  and  that 
Nana  Furnavese,  who  was  the  minister  of  the  Mahratta 
ElOVcmmcMit,  had  sworn,  according  to  the  rites  of  his  reli- 
gion, and  they  according  to  the  rites  of  their  religion, 
X)  the  ])erformance  of  the  contents  of  a  very  particuhu* 
Niper.  To  this  extent,  wo  certainly  were  aj)prised.  We 
cnew^  furtlu.r,  that,  notwith.standing  all  our  efforts  by  Mr. 
Itfostyn,  who  was  stationed  on  the  part  of  the  British 
l-ovcriunent  afterward.-^  at  Poona,  notwitlistanding  all  our 
^monst ranees,  we  couM  n(jt  obtain  his  dismission  from  that 
ilacc.  We  knew  he  Ava^j  corresponding  with  ]\rons.  Bcl- 
(Ombe  at  Madras,  which  was  then  hardly  in  a  situation  of 
Icfencc ;  that  he  had  b^en  doing  the  same  at  Bondi- 
ihorry ;  and  that,  after  this,  he  had  gone  to  Nujif  Khan. 
\II  these  materials  of  information  Mr.  Hastings  had  before 
lim.  in  the  year  1777. 

The  Mahratta  nation,  therefore,  not  having  performed  its 
reaty,  and  meditating,  as  it  seemed,  an  alliance  with  that 
K)wer  with  which  we  were  every  moment  expected  to  be  at 
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been  stating  those  circumstances  in  order  to  show  i7FxB.i79i 
lie  correct  discharge  of  public  duty,  the  attention 
Mitings  was  imme£ately  called  and  demanded  to 
i-;  and  that  he  was  obliged  to  make  the  preparation 
tig  the  French  intrigues  upon  that  coast  in  the 
Mr  in  which  he  was  able:  and  he  thought  he  did 
idling  this  force  under  Colonel  Leslie.    But,  unfor-  Fresh  tmty 
ibout  the  period  of  time  when  Colonel  Leslie  ought  ^dth  ttw 
laen  advancing  to  the  Bombay  coast,  the  Bombay  ^Bom^ 
Kit  were  infatuated  by  this  unfortunate  letter  which  2j*i^™®"*' 
.fed  firom  the  court  of  Directors,  the  letter  of  April, 
which  they  are  told  that,  if  the   treaty   had  not 
lily  fulfilled  in  all  its  articles,  they  should  avail 
•  OT  the  first  opportunity  of  restoring  the  treaty 
been  made  with  Bagoba,  and  gaiuing  all  the 
ft  to  be  derived  to  them  from  that  treaty.     They, 
without  any  communication  with  Bengal,  entered 
m  treaty  with  Eagoba,  and,  in  the  beginning  of 
17795  set  out  upon  an  adventurous  march  to  that 

■d  a  very  adequate  force  for  the  achieving  even  Foroo  sent 
Me.     We  advanced  within  sixteen  miles  of  Poena  J^iSj™*^ 
Mving  seen  an  enemy.     They,  on  a  sudden,  were 
I  almost  by  their  own  solitude ;  they  paused.     The 
b^ stopped  their  march,  they  saw  enemies  enough; 
t  mlled  on  all  sides ;  their  retreat  was  considerably 
Of  and  it  then  became  a  consideration  for  them 
bey  should  attempt  to  force  a  retreat  or  no.     A 
ifficer,  now  in  the  Company's  service,  and  who  was, 
honoured  with  the  rank  he  now  bears  in  conse- 
r  the  better  advice  he  gave  upon  that  occasion,  its  surren- 
[artley,  advised  them  to  cut  their  way  back  again.  MaiinittM. 
Ignoble  counsel  prevailed — that  of  yielding  their 
ad  arms  to  the  Mahratta  state.     A  disgraceful  and 
08  convention  was  at  that  time  formed,  by  which 
anal  safety  was  procured,  by  the  intervention — for 
an  obligation  in  obtaining  even  those  terms — to 
oindia,  tnen  the  effective  general  of  the  Mahrattas, 
controlled  the  principal  measures  of  their  public 
Qt  and  of  their  military  operations. 

the  news  of  this  calamity  reached  Colonel  Goddard,  i)c*thor 
ftken  the  command,  upon  the  death  of  Colonel  Leslie,  Letdi^Mui 
i  happened  in   October,   1778,   and  who  died,  I  STS^JSJd 
he  day  before  orders  for  his  supersession  came — ^ibr  *'  tJ»B«i- 
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{ which  occurred  to  him  that  it  was  expedient  to  do,  was  17  Feb.  1702. 
Nifirm  the  good  faith  and  amity  of  the  Raja  of  Bcrar.  Ai^^Jiiii^  for 
A  describe  how  he  is  situated,  in  point  of  connection  ^ffoitll^of 
,  the  Mahratta  Government  and  our  own.  ^o  R^  of 

Mdaji  Bosla  was  the  descendant  of  Sevaji,  the  first  son  MudajiBou- 
liJijiy  the  founder  of  that  empire.     He  was  adopted  by  ^ 
■IPy  the  last  Raja.     He  had,  therefore,  claims  u[>on  the 
Mta   empire.      He   had  inherited,  after  the  death   of  Hb  iuhont- 
BMlther,  a  portion  of  the  Mahratta  dominions,  called  the  fiiiir^dii?*" 
V  dominions,  comprehending  the   whole  of  Orissa,  of  "*""^"'*- 
k  we  are  only  nominal  sovereigns,  for  no  part  of  that 
■B  to  u&      This  prince  had  for  many  years  kept  up  a 
■y  intercourse  and   correspondence,  by   means  of  his 

•  Beneram  Pundit,  with    Mr.  Hastings.      Mr.  Hast- 
ew  that  it  was  much  the  object  of  his  ambition  to 
ltd  to  the  Baja  of  Sattara.      He  knew,  likewise,  that  it  HiHdesiroor 
Ids  interest  to  be  protected  against  the  intrigues  and  J^iiwuiJo 
P  of  the  Nizam,  who  was  his  neighbour,  encroaching  ^i*""* 

him  on  one  side,  and   to  be   sustained   against   any 
tious  projects  of  either  Hyder  Ali,  or  any  of  the  Mah- 
Govemments,  on  the  other  side. 

r.  Hastings,  being  always  anxious  to  preserve  the  fron-  MoUvi-m  of 
cf  Bengal  from  all  possible  violation  and  attack,  thought  inptfor ' 
Diance  of  all  others  the  most  essential,  innsuiuch  Jis  his  nSiJiwrL^"** 
ittioiiB    lay  immediately  adjoining    to    the  i)rovinces  oF 
M^re  and  Burdwan,  two  valuable  provinces  belonging 
16  Comimny,  and  which,  if  we  were  in  a  state  of  hostility 
\  that  prince,  would  have  laid  most  open  to  the  devasta- 
■nd  spoil  that  might  be  made  by  his  troops.      It  was, 
ifbre,  with  a  view  to  our  own  security,  and  with  the 
of  weakening  any  combination  of  the  Mahratta  powers 
iBt  us,  extremely  proper  to  dispose  the  mind  of  this  prince 
BOBt  favourably  that  could  be  towards  th^  British  name 
interest;    and,  for  that  purpose,  the  first  measure  Mr. 
iings  proposes,  upon  news  of  the  French  war,  was,  that 
Alexander  Elliott  should  be  despatched  to  that  prince, 

full  powers  to  treat  upon  the  subjects  I  have  stated ; 
ing  before  his  ambition  the  object  of  the  l%ajashij)  of 
KTO,  and  every  other  advantage  he  might  dorive  from  tlic 
action  and  i^ood  otHces  of  the  English  nation. 
r.  Hastings,  at  the  same  time,  considered  of*  a  plan  ^>f  JJ*''"'Jai,"of 
ace  for  the  country  of  Bengal  at  large ;    and  it  became  defencf*  for 
likewise  to  consider  what  troops,  and  what  funds  for 
9  troops,  could  be  found,     lie  proposed  in  C-ouucil,  and 
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on  upon  the  subject  of  that   demand,  and  having  17  pkb.  1702. 
ed  it,  in  two  successive  years,  upon  tlic  supposition  xini^ii- 
5ing  well  founded,  I  say,  independent  of  all   other  "''*^<*"- 
kt8  arising  from  convention,  the  actual  terms  of  his 
ltd  the  constitution  of  the  Mogul  empire,  if  there 
and  honour  in  inau,  it  is  impossible  to  question  this 
He  writes  to  them — "  I  have  demanded  this  sub- 
instruct  me."     If  they  sit  supinely  by  and  permit 
ffoeecute  that  demand,  year  after  year,  and,  upon  the 
lOy  of  the  person,   who  sluggishly  and   reluctantly 
B  the  duty,  he  proceeds  to  punish  him,  and  after- 
ipon  further  acts  of  contumacy  and  open  rebellion, 
him — I  say  the  British  nation  are  stopped,  if  there 
dples  of  couimon  justice  and   honour  amongst  us, 
cetioning  the  acts  of  their  servant.     How  long  is  a 
■nut  upon  an  intimation  of  the  course,  as  he  con- 
rf  his  duty  and  of  the  line  he  means  to  piursuc,  till  he 
«anctioiied  in  the  act  ?     Three  whole  years  elapsed ; 
Ufl  act  is  questionable,  it  is  a  fault  that  liglits  e([ually 

I  persons  concerned  in  the  executive  government 
tely  committed  to  the  India  Company,  and  through 
smmunicated  to,  and  so  far  connected  with,  the 
te  administration  of  his  Majesty's  government ;  and, 
he  a  charge,  instead  of  this  gentleman  standing 
at  your  bar,  I  venture  to  say  there  ought  to  be 
3  by  the  side  of  him  every  person  who  has  held  any 
the  Company's  service — who  has  held  any  i)lace  in 
!«ty'8  confidential  councils.  All  arc  common  parti- 
in  his  guilt,  each  equally  criminal  with  himself,  and 

bear  equally  the  reprehension  and  punishment  that 

II  upon  that   act.     No,  my  Lords,  there  is  no  blame 

•e.     There   is   no   guilt   upon   any   of  them.     The  The  demami 
was  founded  in  right.     The  demand  need  occasicm '^""t^**** "" 
ti  to  them.    They  knew — for  they  had  the  materials 
upon  that  he  had  before  him— they  knew  that  the 
hich  formed  the  connection  between  Cheyt  Sing  and 
irranted  that  demand.      They  permitted  him  to  pn>- 
it.     They  never  contradicted  the  exercise  of  it  or 
ed  it,  because  they  knew  it  was  founded  in  justice, 
later  period,  in  the  year  1782,  when  a  committee  of  T»'«t™n«a<^- 
mse   of  Commons  were   sittmg   upon    the   suryect,  tic<Hi hv the 
the  recall  of  Mr.  Hastings  upon  the  same  subject,  of*the  Houfe 
Dg  the   Mahratta  war,    with   full   notice   that  this  f^^g;"^"* 
had  been  for  three  years  made  upon  Cheyt  Sing, 


,.v-. 


^1 


SjpeeA  of  Mr.  Law.  623 

m 

him  in  that  situation.  As  applied  to  thei7itaJ7Mk 
country,  the  revenue  books  from  early  times 
instances  of  the  zamindars  yielding  military  aid 
upon  their  demand.  I  am  told  by  gentle- 
iTenant  with  those  books,  that,  when  a  zamindar 
9t  the  time  of  the  regular  settlement  of  the 
ilfas  entered  as  an  excuse,  like  a  kind  of  essoin 
he  was  soon  to  attend  the  royal  stirrup  in  the 
personally  attending  with  bis  forces  on  the 
ioyereign.  There  is  not  a  page  of  history,  in  Military  ficr- 
that  anybody  may  have  looked  into,  but  you  ^  **' 
ever  zamindars  summoned  to  attend  their 
Mliially  assisting  him  in  war ;  so  that  the  duty 
obedience,  as  resulting  from  their  tenure,  seems 
iy  to  have  existed  from  all  time  in  India.  But, 
of  that^  I  will  not  look  to  India,  it  is  the 
appendage  of  sovereignty  everywhere.  Alle- 
' protection  are  reciprocal;  and,  if  the  arm  of  the 
protect  the  subject,  that  subject  owes  the  support 
lie  derived  from  his  own  assistance,  to  constitute 
strength  of  that  state  of  which  he  is  to  derive 
and,  therefore,  without  wasting  much  of  your 
lime  in  discussing  that  proposition — for  all  tiiese 
will  be  discussed  more  largely  and  more  ably 
|M  your  Lordships — I  will  only  state  that  it  stands 
lOMtionable  authority,  that  there  exists  in  the  Mogul 
I  right  in  the  sovereign  of  the  country — and  the  Right  in  the 
|L' unquestionably  was  represented  by  the  subahdar  SSinlmS"  *^ 

EwlMMe  sovereignty  we  have  taken  by  assignment —  ™">^*nr  aid. 
I  demand  military  aid  from  his  territorial  subjects; 
k  territorial  subject  was  Cheyt  Sing,  and  he  owed 
btanoe;   that  it  was  therefore  of  right   for   us  to 
M^  when  the  occasion  might  require.     And,  as  to  his 
ff  to  answer  the  demand,  he  had  received  from  his 
I  aocumulated  kror,  certainly — one  million  sterling  of 
He  had  been  suffered  to  enjoy,  from  the  year  1770,  2^®?*'* 
rCikther  Bulwant  Sing  died,  an  annual  siurplus  of  at  neetincthe 
rteen  lacs  a  year — for  by  that  sum  did  his  receipts  of  *'®^™'- 
iadary  exceed  his  expenditure — and  had  thus  accu- 
ihe  sum  of  more  than  two  millions  sterling. 
Mnr  Lordships  think,  at  a  time  when  we  were  about  JJ^^SSue^ 
lence  a  war  with  France,  and  probably  very  soon  mand. 
I  whole  house  of  Bourbon,  that  it  was  unjust  or 
:  that  the  British  nation  should  demand  so  notiall  an 
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money  as  did  actually  arise,  they  were  not  war- 17 '•ra^iTW 
I — not  to  dispute  the  point,  whichever  way  the 

be,  suppose  the  treasury  to  be  as  full  as 
i  chose  to  state  it,  that  is,  that  it  contained  a 
5s— sec  wliether  the  treasury  did  not  require  the 
i  to  be  given  to  it  by  this  measure, 
ar  1778-9,  the  year  succeeding  the  commence- 
5  war,  the  military  charges  amounted  to  above 
lOre  than  they  did  in  the  year  1777.  The  ag- 
enses  of  the  year  1778-9,  over  the  year  1777-8, 
)  892,446^.  Then,  I  think,  there  was  sufficient 
;etting  five  lacs,  if  we  could  honestly  come  by 
it  we  came  by  them  i'airiy  and  upon  every  prin- 
ileable  with  justice,  according  to  the  terms  of  his 
lave  already  stated,  with  such  arguments  as  I 
icient  for  that  purpose.  Every  year,  as  one  may 
laginc,  increased  the  exigencies  of  the  Company  ; 
•re,  there  did  exist  a  very  adequate  prospect  that 
would  be  wanted.  No  man  waits  till  the  dis- 
ally  happen,  before  he  lays  in  the  funds  which  are 
im  at  that  period.  It  became  him  to  look  about 
J  the  resources  of  supply,  all  he  could,  at  that 
This  occurred  to  Mr.  Hastings  Jis  the  most  suffi- 
8  for  that  ])urpose.  To  these  demands  Cheyt 
:o  off(;r  the  plea  of  inability.  Now  I  do  submit  to 
lips  that  tliat  is  the  most  gross  aggravation  of  his 
the  most  gross  insult  to  the  Company,  who  per- 
to  enjoy,  during  all  the  time  he  held  under  them — 
be  was  under  their  protection  they  procured  for 

Nawab  of  Oude — a  revenue  that,  after  every 
ixnry  and  expense  of  state,  accumulated,  every 
I  thirteen  lacs. 

w  state  what  was  the  situation  of  the  Company.  Situation  of 
this  war  with  r  ranee  commenced,  Mr.  r^Iliott,  as  pany. 
;ed,  was  despatched  upon  this  embassy  to  the  M^mffituo 
Unfortunately  for  his  country,  that   very  ex-thoR»jaof 
amiable  young  man  was  cut  off  by  a  fever  before 
it  the  place  w^hore  his  embassy   was  to  be  exer- 
I  Berar  Raja,  however,   had  given  him  a  great 
18  future  good  intentions  towards  us  by  ordering  The Oorer- 
j  Chevalier,  the  (rovernor  of  Chandernagore,  who  ScnSLoi^ 
t   moment    escaped  from  Chandernagore,  to   be  J®'1TJ^^Vp 
p  to  Mr.   Elliott.      Your  Lordships  recollect,  I   *    ^ 
)ned  already  the  ill  successes  of  Colonel  Leslie's 

II  u 
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'  prnvince,  which  he  changed  to  a  more  innocent  object,  n  fkb.i7W. 
f  an  attack  upon  the  Bengal  provinces ;  and  he  took 
int  no  hostile  conscc^uence  sliould  be  derived  from  that, 
lans  of  the  meai?ure  and  the  intimations  I  will  mention, 
1  by.  In  effect,  he  acceded  nominally  to  this  confede- 
never  moaning  it  should  produce  any  act  of  hostility 

part,  unless  his  other  allies  should  compel  him. 
tne  Nizam  was  jtssigncd  the  attack  upon  the  Northern  Sriicmoor 
"8;  to  llydcr  Ali  the  attack  of  the  Carnatic,  and,  if  tfuMtmrni'- 
le,  to  attack  ^Madras;  and  to  Mudaji  Hosla  the  att^ick™^' 
Inaporc  and  Jiurdwan,  the  provin(;es  that  lay  nearest. 
'i  Scindia  was  to  attack  the  doniinions  of  Oude  [and] 
■evinces  of  lieliar;  and  Nujif  Khan  was  to  come  by 
f  the  Dual)  to  attack  those  dominions  of  the  Wazir, 
distract  our  forces,  which  nnght,  otherwise,  be  employed 
protection  of  our  ally.     This  was  the  confederacy  that 
nned. 

»ut  this  time,  it  became  necessary  for  Mr.  Hastings — Nocossary 
R8  sustaining,  by  the  hazard  of  the  responsibility  of  a'^ritHor. 
a  casting  voice,  most  of  the  measures  that  were  then  ^''*^*^»"*^- 
d  for  the  [)urpose  of  su])p(»rtiug  the  British  empire — 
[necessary]   for  him  to  secure,  subject  to  his  own 
al  and  appropriation,  certain  funds  for  the  purpose  of 
service,  which  he  could  not  have  secured,  or  could  not 
^plied,  by  a  direct  conuinniioation  to  tlie  whole  of  the 

"without  revealing  the  objects  of  that  secret  service, 
ercfore,  defeating  its  eftect.  For  thnt  purpose,  about 
riod  of  time  when  the  Mahratta  forces  of  the  Berar 
F  30,000  or  40,000  horse,  that  were  sent  to  the  skirts 
iehar  province,  bul  never  set  a  foot  in  it,-— when  they  limiptof 
ent   to  attack  Jlidiiaporo  and  Burdwan — about  that  {i"n.'I"-X*'' 

of  time,    iMr.    Ila-itiuirs   iH»e«jived   tliat  monev  from  ^"''*'- 
ipore,  under  the  name  of   Diiuigepore  peshcush  which 
?ed  upon  him  as  a  crime. 

I'eccipt  and  the  applies  I  ion  had  eiiually  public  objects, 
eived  it  at  a  ])erio<l  whm.  unless  hi^  had  the  receipt  of  xcwwitj 
-inds  secure  from  the  prying  eye  of  Air.  Francis,  the  *''*^''*^* 
''  of  it  would  have  been  defeated;  and  the  secrecy  of 
plication  was  conneet»*d  with  tlu*  safety  of  India,  which, 

other  means  of  his,  was  etfected  by  th(*  api)lieation  of 
Hn  to  relieve  th<;  distr(^sses  of  the  iiemr  army,  to  the 
t  of  betwt'en  :JO,000  autl  40,000  men,  that  were  with 
^ty,  famished  as  they  were,  prevented  from  breaking  in 
Kerich  and  fertile  provinces  of  Midnapore  and  Burdwan, 

u  u  '1 
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md  the  present  he  afterwards  received  from  Sada- 1?  Feb^i702. 
wart  perfectly  impossible  for  him  to  have  concealed 
tm  the  remainder  of  that  sum,  or  any  sum  he  had 
if  the  Company  had  thought  fit  to  question  him 

d  discovered  to  them  that  he  had  received  sums  of 
X)m  two  sources ;  that  he  had  applied  the  one  to  the 
the  Berar  army ;  and,  as  to  the  other,  he  had  offered  The  Maiwa 
5r  to  obviate  the  difficulties  that  occurred  in  respect  ^J*^**?"' 
a1  wa  expedition.     Your  Lordships  will  recollect, .  as  ingi'  propo- 
3xpedition,  that  Mr.  Hastings   having   in  Council,  "t&^a- 
3  period  of  June,  1780,  strongly  urged,  in  order  to  daji  sdndia. 
ic   effect   of  this  confederacy,  the  necessity  of  an 
X)n  the  country  of  Madaji  Scindia — reasoning,  upon 
3iple  of  proximus  ipse  viihi*^  that  Madaji  Scindia 
B  more  attentive  to  his  own  dominions  than  any 
onged    to    the    Alahratta    state — recommended    to 
xJ  the  propriety  of  making  a  diversion  of  Madaji 
force  by  attacking  his  own  dominions.     Nothing 
obvious,  nothing  more  rational,  than  the  policy  of 
proposition.     That  proposition  was   resisted  at  the 
ind  Mr.  Francis  and  Mr.  Wheler,  who  were  then  objocUonon 
)ard,  suggested  as  an  objection  to  that  measure —  of^exp^iSe. 
the  first   instance,   solely   that  objection — the   ex- 
rhis  objection  was  made  at  the  Council  some  time 
e2l8t  of  June,  1780.    At  that  moment  Sadanund,  offer  of  the 
urt  of  his  master,  offers,  on  the  plea  of  atoning,  as  it  SadanuiSL™ 
by  Mr.  Larkins,  but,  in  fact,  with  a  view  of  getting 
ispend  the  demand  in  future — he  offers  this  sum  of 
Mr.  Hastings  feels  that  this  sum  would  meet  the 
which  that  detaclnnent  would  occasion,  beyond  the 
'  would  cost  by  being  kept  in  their  quarters,  and 
agencies  of  the  Malwa  expedition.     He  immedi- 
imunicates  to  ilr.  Larkins — a  person  most  worthy 
ifidence,  and  a  i)erson  most  worthy  of  the  confidence 
ompany — that  he  had  accepted   this  sum,  and  for 
ose. 

le  was  not  able,  afterwards,  to  apply  it  immediately  inability  to 
irpose  depended  upon  others  than  himself.   Mr.  Hast-  SmedLtciy 
ered  it  for  that  purpose,     He  was  so  anxious  that^^®P"^ 
be  applied  for  that  purpose  and  that  that  expedition 


1 1  proximus  sum  c'^omct  niilii  1 " — Terent.  Audr.,  act  it.,  sc.  I. 
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ling  an  extract  from — and  it  exceed?  all  ideas  of  dcvjw- 17  fbb.  i7i»2. 
on  and  liorror  that  have  ever  been  conveyed  to  us  before—-  m^pri^tiou 

Tlien  ensued  a  scene  of  war  the  like  of  which  no  eye  had  seen,  nor  tion.'*' *"^'*' 

t  conceivcil,  and  which  no  tonj^ue  can  ade([uate1j  tell 

lell  into  the  jaws  of  famine,"  ^--  *  ,  ^^  ^  ■•  -  -'  **■--''  ^* 

uch  was  the  immediate  consecjuence  of  this  irruption  of  Dcstructiou 
Mysore  army  into  the  Caniatic.     Terror  and  dismay^  a>  jjaiiiL-T 
r  !Lord.ships  may  conceive,  occupied  the  settlement  of'*'"^' 
Lras.     And,  that  tliey  should  not  be  solely  occupied  with 
rror  arisinor  from  exj)ccted  evils,  shortly,  and  too  soon 
"wards,  a  large  and  gallant  portion  of  the  British  army, 
ijr  the  command  of  Colonel  Ijaillie  and  Colonel  Fletcher, 
t  cut  off  by  an  attack  which  Tii)poo,  after  having  been 
Bttcdly  repulsed,  made  ui)on  that  gallant  corps.     By  the 
•rtunity  that  his  father  liad  of  Ofscaping  unobserved  from 
namediate  view  of  the  British  General,  upcm  that  occa- 

he  was  enabled  to  a.«-8ist  his  son  in  that  complete 
mction  and  overthrow  which  at  that  time  fell  upon  that 
rtunate  body  of  men.  Jsot  one  of  above  4,500  troops 
left  uu  wounded  ;  most  of  them  were  left  dead  upon  the 

of  battle  ;  and  it  was  owing  to  the  intercession  and 
anity  of  some  French  officers,   upon  the  occasion,  that 

were  induced  to  give  quarter  to  those  who  did  survive. 
S€  who  did  survive  were  carried  away,  however,  to  the 
iTance  of  horrid  cruelties,  and  indijjnities  worse  than  nanKrrto 
•n.  As  [the  Carnatie]  was  connected  by  jmlitical  relation  w-iiicim-l^ 
ithe  settlement,  e^ery  indivi<lual  of  that  Presidency  put 
Oourning,  nnd  conceived  the  fatal  period  of  the  settlement 
arrived. 

fc.t  this  period,  then^  (existed  in  no  human  breast  in  India  Coutiatnn' 
a  or  expectation  ol  better  things,  but  because  there  w;is  ill^/s/'  **^* 
>lie  part  of  it  the  genth^man  at  your  bar,  who,  they 
W,  had  the  vigour  and  spirit  of  mind  to  devise,  and 
eroeity  and  courage  to  employ,  all  the  resources  of  every 
t  of  India  entrusted  to  his  charge,  to  relieve  a  pressure 
n  any  one  part  of  its  depr.  ssed  dependencies.  In  that 
«  thoy  were  not  (hsappointed.  This  calamity  did  not 
Ihim  exhausted,  s|)iritless,  dejected,  fallen.  No  I  it  roused 
I  to  still  greater  exertion.  What  was  the  spirit  lie 
athcd  upon  that  occasion  ?  What  were  the  measures  he 
gestcd?  To  what  his  thoughts  were  turned  in  that 
loiis  crins.  the  minute  that  he  recorded  upon  that  event 
!  best  t'\ plain  to  ^uur  liordship^ 

The  (iovrriior  iit'ni  rid  drlivns  m  \\\v.  iolldwiii^  iiiiiiu!^* :   -  Miiiutoof 

Tliis  is  nut  a  tinn  liiin.i  torlon^  delilKrutiun  at  huim-,  [oilhelomial  ?*'"•  **■**" 
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4th.  That  an  immediate  offer  of  ])earc  Im*  ma<le  to  the  Maraita  state*  17  Feb.  1792. 
•In  the  mocic  and  on  the  conditions  folhmin^;  viz.,  that,  as  the 
ianiisten  of  that  state  have  professed  a  desire  for  ])eace,  which  has 
jbcen  equally  tlie  wish  of  tnis  Government,  even  from  the  coni- 
^Mtnanii  nt  of  the  Avar ;  and  as  tlie  attainment  of  it  seems  to  have 
.jfcCBn  hitherto  ini])cded  by  the  difficulty  of  mana«^ng  a  negociation 
^^Btween  the  principals,  situated  at  so  ^reat  a  distance  from  each 
yjttier,  to  preclude  all  further  delays,  we  do  at  the  same  time  offer 
),  and  bind  ourselves  to  the  obser\'ance  of  it,  on  their  acceptance 
ihe  following  conditions,  viz. : — 
Irt.   That  all  acquisitions  made  by  our  forces  in  the  course  of  the 

_^ ,  uid  retained  in  our  possession  as  the  proj)erty  of  the  Company, 

^^|kiU  be  delivered  uj)  and  restored  to  the  same  footing  as  that  on  which 
stood  before  the  commencement  of  the  war;  but  that  such  as  have 
conquered  and  ceded  in  Anrtue  of  formal  treaties  shall  remain, 
be  confirmed  to  the  persons  to  whom  they  were  so  ceded ;  and 
treaties  concluded  with  them  remain  finw  and  inviolate. 
"  2d.  That  a  provision  be  made  for  the  maintenance  of  Ragonaut  Row 
his  life ;  and  that  he  shall  be  permitted  to  reside  where  he 
excepting  Bombay  or  any  place  nearer  to  Bombay  than 
but  shall  receive  no  assistance  from  the  Governor  (ieneral  and 
[Council  of  Bengal,  nor  from  any  otlier  Presidency  of  the  Company ; 
r,  if  he  shall  chuse  any  of  the  Company's  Presidencies  or  settlc- 
for  the  place  of  his  residence,  shall  he  be  permitted  to  reassert 
pretensions  to  the  achninistration  of  the  Maratta  St^ite,  A\ithout 
entire  and  universal  consent  and  requisition  of  all  the  members 
'tlie  state,  who  are  included  as  parties  m  this  treaty. 
"dd.^That  the  Peishwa  and  rulers  of  the  Maratta  State  shall  agree  to 
Mfe  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive,  with  the  Com})any,  against  the 
rhench  and  Hyder  Ally  Cawn,  and  shall  immediately  employ  their 
Anes  in  conjunction  with  ours  in  the  invasion  of  his  dominions,  and 
Sntiie  prosecution  of  such  operations  agahist  him,  as  the  circum- 
%tinrrn  of  the  war,  and  tlic  judgment  of  those  who  have  the  conduct 
'lif  it  on  both  sides,  shall  determine;  and,  if,  in  the  course  of  it,  any 
alaqiiisitions  of  territority  shall  be  made,  these  shall  be  equally  shared 
**  '  en  the  parties  to  this  engagement,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be 
suitable  to  the  situation  and  contiguity  of  the  places  or 
linions  at  this  time  re^)ectively  held  by  tlicm. 
•*4th.  That  if  the  Peishwa  ^viU  not  agree  to  the  proposed  alliance, 
_  be  nevertheless  ccmcluded,  each  party  retaining  what  it  hath  ac- 

■nired;  or  that  a  sus])ension  of  hostilities  shall  take  place  on  both  sides 
Hnring  one  year  from  the  datv  of  the  treaty,  for  the  pur])05e  of  nego- 
Oating  the  tenns  of  a  futun'  and  ])er]ietual  udjustmcnt. 

"  5th.  ITiat  the  treaty  shull  be  concluded  with  the  mediation  and 
goarantee  of  Rajah  Moodajee  Boosla,  who  shall  be  a  subscribing 
party  to  it,  and  shall  bind  himself  and  his  successors  to  the  faithful 
obaen'ance  and  8U])port  of  it. 

"6th.  That  the  treaty  shull  1m»  sealed,  signed  and  sanctified,  by  the 
VBSpective  parties  to  it,  with  tlie  most  solenm  oaths  ])rescribed  by 
Hmr  re9]>ective  religion*^. 

**7th.  That  one  ct)py  of  the  treaty  executed  in  manner  above  pnv 
■Gfibed  by  the  (lovernor  (Jeneral  and  Council  of  Bengal,  being  received 
bj  the  Peishwa  or  his  Ministers,  two  ro])ics  or  count cr])arts  thereof 
mil  lie  in  like  manner  executed  by  tlie  Peishwa  and  ])rincipal  rulers  of 
of  the  Maratta  State,  and  Moodujec  Boosla  as  the  guarantee  to  it,  in 
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rSION  OF  THE  SPEECH  OF  EDWARD  LAW, 
.,  COUNSEL  FOR  THE  DEFENDANT,  IN 
NING  THE  DEFENCE  UPON  THE  SEVERAL 
ICLES  OF  THE  CHARGE  ;  21  FEimuARY,  1792. 

OBDS, — I  am  not  aware  that  I  can  in  any  manner  a  Feb.  1792 
f  express  the  high  reverence  I  bear  to  this  tribunal,  ix^sirTto 
Y  manner  more  suitably  exhibit  the  gratitude  whicli  tSI^'iS.j^te 
them  for  the  very  patient  condescension  with  which  jJJJjL, 
e  heard  the  observations  and  arguments  I    have 
1  to  lay  before  them,  than  by  abridging  and  reducing 
narrowest  possible  compass  the  remaining  topics 
lave  now  to  offer  to  their  consideration.     I  trust  I 
able  to  reduce  those  topics  within  that  compass  of 
jh  your  Lordships  ordinarily  allow  for  the  sitting  of 

leave  to  draw  your  Lordships'  recollection  to  the 
time  at  which  the  matters  which  I  took  the  liberty 
ring  before  your  Lordships  closed,  on  the  preceding 
lean,  the  period  of  September,  1780,  at  which  time  irruptkm  of 
iUtes  were  entered  by  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Fnmcis  "to  tTio^'^' 
took  the    liberty  of  reading  to   your  Lordships,  ^7*g'J^^^^'' *" 
ihe  close  of  the  last  day. 

jordships  will  recollect,  that,  at  this  period  of  time, 
jsts  of  the  East  India  (^onii)any  had  received  a  very 
3W  by  the  irruption  of  Ilydcr  Ali  into  the  Camatic; 
>88  and  destruction  of  a  very  large  and  powerful 
nt  of  our  army  :  and  your  Lordships  will  recollect 
ay  an<l  despondency  which  tliat  event  had  occa- 
i  every  part  of  the  doi)endencies  of  the  Madras 
ent 

mis,  T  stated  that  this  event  found  Mr.  Hastings  Finnncssof 
ready  to  meet  all  the  exigencies  of  that  alarming  inRM.  ^ ' 
;  that  he  directed  his  mind  to  the  after  resources 
ght  enable  him  to  supply  the  failing  aliments  of  life 
;  that  he  displayed  all  that  magnanimity  which  1 
to  be  his  characteristic  in  every  situation  of  cmer- 
hcnever  his  country  or  the  Company  have  had  any 
nam  those  (pialities. 
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Loik1."5,  if  this  cold,  this  frij^id,  counsel — this  political  21  Feb.  1702. 
mimity — for  I   menu  no  other — should  have  at  that  DanKM^to 
at   been  carried  into  effect,    and  if,  for  the   punish-  Ironi^air*."' 
of  the  British  nation,  at  that  period  or  at  two  other  ^™"r^>i»"- 
18  which  1  phall  sliortly  state,  two  unfortunate  cnses, 
gentleman    had    been   able   to   carry    into   effect   the 
ires  he  proposed,  we  should  have  now  been  talking  of 
rttish  empire  as  we  talk  of  the  Ghuznian  empire,  and 
\  Seiad  dynasty.     Thrice  was  your  empire  in  peril  by 
leasures  of  this  gentleman.     Thrice  was  it  saved  by 
jftllantry  and  spirit  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
Btide  me! 

D  same  language  of  cold  prudence  was  held  in  1778,  i>angoriVi)m 
it  was  proposed  to  send  a  detachment  overland,  under  (•all^io  to  tin* 
id  Leslie  ;  and  which,  by  the  negligence  of  that  officer,  to  Bombay. 

to  a  certain  degive,  yet,  afterwards,  under  the  com- 

of  Colonel  Goddard,  was  able  to  restore  the  strength 

rigour  of  the   Ikitish  power  on  the  western  coast  of 

After  the  dismavini!:   event   of  the   conventicm   of 

^um,  and  the  calamity  that  attended  the  attack  upon 

I)  if  his  vote  had  been  successful,  up(m  that  occasion, 

he  deprecated  the  detachment  of  that  force  as  weaken- 
bc  strength  of  Bengal,  which  he  contended  was  the 
pal  point  which  in  all  our  consultations  and  considera- 
te were  to  look  to,  if  he  had  succeeded,  to  the  extent 
sventing  tliat  force  going  at  the  moment  in  which  the 
acess  of  the  expedition  against  Poona  happened,  that 
at  our  settlement  of  Bombay  would  have  been  at  an 

all  our   force    upon   the    western   coast   must    have 
S  and  that  member  of  our  dominion  would  have  been 
^  from  the  British  crown  for  ever. 
are  was  another  calamitous  period,  in  which  the  same  Oppnsitir.n 

"would  have  produced  the  same  effect.  For,  my  Lords,  cVto'tiM/  ' 
L«a  of  immediate  protection  of  the  country  in  which  jlSihi^'^ 
a,  without  considering  the  effect  on  other  parts  of  our  *•*"•*'« 
:uient,  is,  as  everything  ])ersonal  and  narrow  is,  politi- 
Dischicvous.  And  it  would  upon  this  occasion  have  been 
essentially  so :  for  that  measure,  which  had  the  oppo- 

of  this  ijentleman,  I  mean  the  measure  of  detachinjr 
*ce  under  Colonel  Camac,  proposed  by  Mr.  Hastings 
ic,  1780 — for  the  purpose  of  carrying  which  measure 
^ctcd  his  chanicter,  in  the  acceptance  of  that  pres(»nt, 
a  own  personal  risk- -that  measure,  by  so  many 
attempted  and  ultimately  achieved,  had  never  been 
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jfSIia-    wlwo  it  wa*  rropowd  to  «c 

BR**     il'  tnfi  nltiutt)  of  tint  gcatlenu 

twd  iMieo  uoly  k«v«  piren  u 

tintM  bi  HwUua  him  and  wil 

Um  object  ol  th«  ex|MditioB  i 

1                               dnrtnt/ed,  and  no  ctroolive  m 

tiiive  •uffun-d  liiniself  to  be  aei 
Imvh  nilli^iv^  hiiaieir  to  be  i 
(P>    to  tbxl   difjiirilexi  anuj- 

r(nv.tirniit  irf"  iVcJi  wifi^on^  n 

_                                      WUe   lltBTtt?       Is    it    pUMlblB 
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to  suftcr  the  calamities  of  war,  rather  than  bring  ^u^rb^itib. 
my  home  to  our  own  doors,  and  plant  them  in  tlie 
art  of  Bengal.  The  consequence  would  have  been,  it 
not  sent  that  force — and  we  could  not  have  sent  it 
the  terms  of  Mr.  Hastings'  proposition — that  Madras 
laye  fallen ;  that  instantly  the  Nizam,  and  then  Mu- 
da,  [would  have  been]  driven  to  assist  in  the  opera- 
f  the  confederacy  with  the  Mysore  army ;  and  we 
10  longer  liavc  had  place  or  name  in  that  country, 
occasion  and  every  other,  Mr.  Francis  reminds  them 
rections  of  the  court  of  Directors — '*  Kemember  what 
lers  have  often  told  us" — and  puts  them  in  mind  of 
ya  of  instruction  they  had  received  from  home.  But 
30n  must  be  always  qualified  by  a  proper  adaption  of 
5  circumstimces.  The  Comi)any  never  had,  nor  could 
atcmplated,  such  a  situation  as  that  in  which  their 
I  were  then  called  to  act;  and,  therefore,  it  was 
dy  necessary  for  them  to  qualify  the  preservation  of 
with  the  existing  circumstances,  which  called  ujwn 
protect  the  other  dependencies,  on  which  their  safe  y 
ify  rested. 

jords,  wliat  was  the  general  and  who  was  the  person  Apix^nt- 
•  Hastings  thought  proper  at  that  time  to  put  at  the  t^! tc  i\^>u\ 
this  force  ?  Fortunately  for  liis  country,  the  service  ^  ^'O"^'™** 
iflh  a  |>erson  who  had  acquired  ius  much  glbry  in  that 
,  to  which  he  was  now  about  to  be  sent  the  principal 
<lcr,  as  any  other  servant — or  more  than  any  other, 
I  exception  of  Lord  Clive — had  ac([uire(l,  in  all  our 
X18  in  India;  for  the  signal  victory  of  his  at  the  battle 
livash  is  certainly  cla-ssed  by  every  historian,  and  iii-i)''«'vious 
^rson  well  weighing  the  event  and  conserpieuces  of 
derations  of  war,  the  next  to  the  battle  of  Flassey,  in 
e  was  an  useful  instrument  himself.  Colonel  Coote, 
served  at  the  battle  of  Plassey,  was  afterwards  in 
id  on  the  coast.  At  that  time,  the  French  and  British 
>eing  nearly  equally  poised  in  jKjint  of  strcngtii,  the 
F  Vandivjish  {^e  tluit  superiority  to  the  British  force 
>  French  powernever  raised  itself  with  any  considerable 
lenceforwai'd  to  this  hour.  Colonel  Coote,  setting  aside 
^ve  troops  on  both  sides^  defeated  tm  equal  num))er 
idi  with  a  very  moderate  part  of  his  own  army.  His 
^  and  conduct  were  so  eminent,  that  the  lustre  oi'  an 
which  would  at  other  tiuies  enoble  a  campaign  is 
lost  in   the  superior  splendour  of  Colonel  Coote.     I 


,.  Ml('CrSS«'>, 
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'miw,  till  the  result  of  this  negotiation  with  the  Berar  21  Tbb.  1792. 
ight  be  known.     The  result  of  that  negotiation  was,  Prcopiwago 
ipplic^tion  of  a  part  of  that  money  stated  to  have  BHUa*!? ^" 
rtainly  received  by  Mr.  Hastings,  and  for  which  he  |J^»^j^ 
n  question  before  you — by  the  application  of  three  Orissa. 
mediately  to  the  army  under  Chimnagi  Bosla,  the 
he  Berar  llnja — that  they  were  induced  by  that,  and 
iwequcnt  negotiation,  when  a  further  sum  was  given, 
lit  the  free  passnge  of  the  British   forces  through 
by  the  way  of  Cuttack,  over  a  sort  of  causeway,  with 

on  one  side  and  morasses  on  the  other — the  only 
le  way  by  land  by  which  they  could  communicate 
5  coast  of  Coromandel :  that  pass  afterwards  was  left 

the  British  force.  The  Commander  of  the  Berar 
rmy  drew  that  army  away,  under  pretence  of  going 
e  Raja  of  Decknall,  and  left  the  passage  open,  for 
■ch  of  Colonel  Pearcc  and  the  aimy  that  were  to  go 
c  Madras. 
tfOrds,  he  did  more.     By  the  successful  employment 

means,  and  by  a  negotiation  opened  upon  a  broader  Supijijrof 
fcy  Mr.  Anderson  afterwards,  not  only  the  forces  K^thoSJrar 
Tnitted  to  enter  Orissa,  but  they  were  supplied  by  a  **^*- 

bazar  of  provisions,  furnished  by  the  Berar  Raja, 
^hole  course  of  their  passage.     Nay,  more — so  far 
force  of  that  jiower  transferred  in  the  opposite  scale 
1  which  it  had  been  placed  before — that  of  the  hostile 
acy — that  20,000  horse  attended  us  all  the  way  to 
Jiern  Circars,  to  protect  and  lend  any  kind  of  assist- 
tt  might  be  necessary    for  the  purpose  of  mainte- 
r  any  other  want  that  such  a  body  [as  our  army] 
e  subject   to.     This  was  the  effect   of  one  of  Mr. 
a'  reprobated  acts  of  government ! 
jrre  Coote,  upon  his  arrival  on  the  coast: — and  I  would 
Qtion,  before  I  land  him  upon   the  coast,  how  little  i"*^{ri?"" 
^rdships,  in  a  great  question  of  this  sort,  are  to  weigh  aienoe  of 
deviations  from  the  letters  of  orders.     Had  Mr.  Hast-  53iJj"to™ 
ng  upon  such  points  at  this  moment  the  country  {"^''^jJJ*^" 
ould  have  been  lost.     There  is  a  subsisting  order  that  troops, 
npany's  ship    is    to   navigate  these   seas  during  the 
n.     The  general,  the  treasure  they  sent  with  him,  the 
hat  were  to  sustain  him,  were  all  navigated  in  laudable 
of  these  orders — ex])osed  to  the  risk,  indeed,  of  that 
in  these  seas  : — being  arrived  at  Madras,  he  restored 
n.  s  s 


1 

s««.           lUoWMOM 'wfaiob  hewwton 
liie  Brituh  forew  is  tbkl  M^u! 
IbKlOuok,  by  u<  h'i.-:    ti.n 
«>f)  llie   ivoviur 

Mr.  Hauii^.  •- 

Jtr*"    *nd  Jj.l  it  a*  an  ict  of  ihc  B 
bi  tlx!  fiiJil  aUturanrtM  of  ibL* 
TAvel  to  Iho  difltont  slationi 
vuriuiu  (uDcduci*  ol'  tWt  co 

witinul  diiiunutiuti  and  uutu; 

tbiHigh   8(r   Eyni   Couts  hat 

aanic  ealanr    tltat  Geiwifml  C 

^-Gt  j-iiiir   LiErdihi^ia   asmy   ki 

^wjj-     cooipctvat  for    mo  U>  pnmi- 

•k«<tffi->L  cxproM-d  irrrat  (]i«>tttu£u>tio 

^ITS?     minUU-D<v<t  of  th>:  sum   aSw 

nrily  bu  a  EofTerer  tu  a  cono! 

Ai-w»r        SitEyroCocrte  amv«]  in 
fiirtr"  hostile  conMa-aoj  vnu  forme 
MinCa*.,^^^  Hi  eenure  and  vupaiiBtl 
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standi  aiNluittcd  ol'  any  iiloa  of  i)rrsonal  consideration.     Nor  21  Fkh. ito-j. 
3an  any  motive  1)C  .*iugge?t(ul  ibr  this  transaction  but  a  purely 
aonourul)lc  ]iul)]ic  one. 

I  statctl  tliMi  Sir  Ilvrr  Coote,  about  the  cIo-t^c  of  tlic  year  ordirnf  th« 
1780,  had  trailed  lor  ^Madras.     wSuou  after  lie  arrived  there,  inrl/uom- 
when  the  empire  huiiLC  upon  his  sword,  when  any  alienation  Jh'''aiir,'^v''' 
of  his   miml   I'nun  the  Lrrent   i)ublie  service  upon  which  lui  "'"'■"• 
was    eniph)y('d  miirlit   have  been  a  mineliief  of  incomputable 
extent  to   the    Company  and   the    nritish    nation — at    that 
monient,    an   onler    arrives    Irom    Kn^laud    direetini:"    theses 
allowances   to  be  cUseor.iiuued.      I  will   nt)t  stand  upon  how 
fiir  it  mav  be  in  orijof  before  vou  tliat  iMr.  IlastiuLTs  ha<l  anv 
loticc  of,   or  gavi;  appri)bati(.n  to,  llie  e!)ntinuancc  of  these 
Ulowances  at   the  expeu-c  of  the  Wazir.      There  is  a  letter 
irritton  bv  ^Ir.  Crnfts  tn  Mr.  Diistow,  in  which  he  mentions 
hcsc  alh>wanee-  to  have  the  a[>i»rova]  of  .Mr.  Ilastini^s?,  anil 
lepiros  that  they   may   be   i)aitl   to    Sir   ICyn*    Coote;    anil 
Mr.    Ila-jtiiiixs,    in    his  jniswer,  referriuij:   to   it,  is   in    some 
neasnre  suj)|)o.^ed   t«)  re<'c»Linise  the  existence  of  that  orclei*. 
!    do   not    stand    u[)on    it:    1    will     u;ive  tliem   more   pn)of 
ban  they  have  upon  the  .-ul)jeet.     If  Mr.  Ilastinixs  had  not 
.one  as   he  dul,  in  sootliin^r  that  jxreai  ollieer  at  that  time, 
rhcn   ho   miixhi    have;    beiu   vi.'ry   nuieh  aifected   and    very 
ndimiant  at    the    sort   of    treat UK^nl.    he    rieeived   at    that 
noiiient — if  he  had  not   done  ns  he  did,  he  would  have  been 
Jrantin^LT  to  tin-  iiuerert  ol"  hi.:  i  iiiploy»rs.      The  Company,  at  The  pirrc- 
tnc  tnue   tiu'v    :;ave   tli'-e   oiilers,  which   we^'c  received   ni  ,..,„t  „f  ,]„, 
April,  ITSl.did  not  ivii.-v.-  l;o\v  urcrvMil  would   be  the  situa- '';':;-''7"'* 

1  -  ~  •-I.il  !■  «l| 

tion  ol' their  affairs  at  the  lim.'  of  the  airival  ol"  that  »)r(ler.  y'^."-'" 
They  <lld  uoi  know  that  ilN<hr's  vow  had  been  nearly 
acconiprirhed-that  he  would  iiot  leave  one  wdiite  face  to 
be  seen  in  the  Carnati!"  bv  the  next  monsouii.  They  did 
not  know  thai  wheihvr  I  hey  were  ar.  empire  in  India 
depended  upon  the  ex»'rti«»n  of  \\vA  person  whom  Mr.  Hast- 
ings Iiad  >i'\\\  \\\  supreiiie  o  »ijimand  to  tlial  .station,  and 
the  iiianuer  in  uliich  thii:  eohimand  .-ht>uld  be  vXereised. 

If  Mr.  lla-tiiiLi'^    eouid    h;»vc-   eidled  bi.'tore    liim   all    the  i'roi»,iiii,. 
collective  Proi)riet or-  of  iln.^   India  Company— if  he    <*')nld  n\?.''i''n',Vrii-- 
have   put  t«>   tluau   ihe  situ..ii'.M»   ol' peril   in   which   he   was  *''"• 
placed   and  in  whieh  theii"  ])o.-:.-es-!on<  were  at  that  moment 
sitiiateij — il'    he    could     have    con^ulted    with    iheni— what 
vvrould  havt^  bi.ii  the  answer  thry  w»»nld  liave  ixiven  ?     '^I'liey 
would  have   ap[)r')ved   his   conduct.     They  would  have  said 
— ''  We  were  too  Jiariow  in  our  allowance.-.      Wc  did   not 

s  s  2 


Mr.  IL-b'timc. 

I    ttm   iinvilUa^  t 
___  fSa  £yn  Cootc  i 

tnoBant,  wbem    thu  afeh 

tnoti  ^•f  that  officer,  bmI 

fpwkt  awD  wtueh  tktvw  i 

rmincjtt  <)aAtitia,  I  ihnuld 

but  imuKWorthj  hj  \a$ 

\tu  nanus    Ue  exposed  hii 

luk  ur  that  wluch  at  this 

eakv  iif  tlin  CDuatr;  tint  fa 

tlwaiil  bo  inclined  to  impi 

eanduEU-,  fnr  tlic  lueritf  an 

if  foil  alwHld  hn  incltocd  1 

tnuL  yt>u  will  think  that  1 

upna  that  fn.>ntli!itiAn  at  jo 

Hr  Iba-         My  LorJf.  1  before  di 

g5!jTu- origiaailj-   iin>iiiwH]  in  17 

S^JillS    peraoBa]  oiotivo,  inaamudi 

(if  tfaeimniwnl  iti  Couoeil 

CTwr.     H*  gave   up  I'Tcry 

pccMnal  intcnif  I ;  he  ttuul 

at  that  nicimvnt,  in  ea^uMl 

measure  of  =«ndiiig  Sir  Ey 

Ih  ■Thbiw*      My  I^on].',  I  wuuli)  uba 

MuTiJ^Diui  coiniJctt*.  lUscoTery  wf  M 

iii^n     pfewit**  yt'"  have  yet  at 

it?**'"'  whalerci',   iiomilhvbinilin}! 


and  every  w^ 
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ied  with  a  iliffcrcnt  purpose.     This   my  Lords  is  tlie  si  Feb.  1792. 

uagc  in   which  they  hail   their  defender.     This  is  the 

uagc  in  which  they  disavow  the  accusation  of  him  and 

defence  of  themselves. 

[y  Lonls,  I  will  state,  in  a  few  instances,  in  what  manner  Contnwtof 

Defendant   has  been  regresented  at  your  bar.     I  will  M?.TIffit-^ 

«  the  genuine  words  as  they  fell  from  the  lips  of  his  l2rf\^' 

Bers,  and  I  will  not  use  a  word  of  comment  upon  them.  *'^*jjfj^j*' 

r  Lordships'  own  enlarged  and  liberal  minds  will  make  Kovcrncd. 

application  and  the  comment.     I  will  then  contrast  that 

jagc,  in  which  he  is  described  by  those  who  do  not 

w  him,  with  the  language  which  is  used  respecting  him 

.I10SC   who   do   know    him,  who  have  lived  under  the 

ings   of  his   beneficent,   administration,    protected   and 

y,  for  thirteen  years  I 

description  of  him  is,  that  he  has  "  a  heart  blackened  Quotations 
very  blackest " — a  heart  "  gangrened  to  the  very  HmwhOT  of 
""• — "that  he  is  the  head,  the  chief,  and  captain- ^^?*****" 
id  of  iuif[uity  ;  one  in  whom  all  the  frauds,  all  the 
ntions,  all  the  tyranny,  in  India  are  embodied  and 
» lined  in  array. "t  I  ^haU  uot  undertake  an  Herculean 
a:  of  the  least  delicate  sort,  by  travelling  through  the 
5  of  this  language  which  has  been  applied  to  Mr.  Ilast- 
I  shall  certainly  state  a  very  few  instances,  merely 
ic  puri»o?e  of  a  contrast,  which  1  shall  apply  presently, 
"testhnonials  given  of  his  conduct  and  his  government, 
which  the  tables  at  the  India  House  have  been  covered, 
«vith  which,  if  I  imderstood  the  honourable  Manager 
ly,  he  i)roposed  that  your  Lordships'  table  should  be 
red,  before  the  prosecution  closed  against  Mr.  Hastings. 
has  been  dcscriln^d  as  **  ferocious,  ignorant."  This,  as 
icd  to  the  understanding,  is  not  so  material.  Then,  as 
le  whole  British  lanj^uajije  would  not  furnish  tenns  of 
oach,  the  learned  Managers  have,  Ibrsooth,  pursued  their 
irics  for  convitiatory  terms  into  the  language  of  the 
snts.  I  wish  they  had  either  given  the  language  as  it 
L  mean  for  the  sake  of  the  excellence  of  the  language — 
lat  thev  had  translated  it.  as  thev  well  could,  themselves, 
Qot  given  us  the  meagre  and  bald  language  witli  which 
)f  the  MaTiai^ers  favoured  us :-  — 

When  we  hear  of  evils  siirh  as  these  it  is  scarce  i)osaible  to  conceive 
hey  should  all  arise  oatiivly  from  the  nets  of  one  man.     No,  not  of 

Sec  ^Fr.  I>urke's  SiH.cch  in  t»iH:nin^  the  prosecution,  vol.  i.,  \\.  7. 
lbid,|).  S. 
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My    Lords,  there   arc  a  multitude   of  others  in  which  21  Feb.  itw. 
bodies  of  men  are  attesting,  and  attesting  not  by  a  mere  otii<7u-8ti. 
rignature,  but  by  the  solemnities  of  their  religion,  invoking  *"*^*"^'*- 
Ibe  Divine  IJcing  for  the  truth  of  that  which  they  signed 
and  uttered.     There  i:«  not  a  district  hardly  in  all  India, 
where  the  influence  of  his  government  may  have  reached, 
which  has  not  sent  forth  these  testimonials  to  his  character, 
to  his  virtue,  to  their  own  sense  of  the  important  blessings 
liiey  derived  under  his  beneficent  administration. 

One  of  them  says,  swearing  by  the  prophet  and  holy 
Evangelists, — 

"  Without  ever  havinj^  seen  Mr.  Ilastinpfs,  I  aiu  thankful  to  liini. 
tn  truth,  that  excellent  i^entlcnmn  was  without  an  equal.  Even  in 
Sinner  times  there  were  few  rulers  so  just,  and  |)ossessea  of  such  lilier- 
ilitj,  that  all  mankind,  fn)ni  the  hi^h  to  the  low,  from  the  great  to  the 
snail,  should,  on  all  accounts,  he  thankful  to  him ;  that  not  one  indi- 
Tidual  of  the  whole  human  race  should  complain  of  him.  God  is  witness 
flat  the  lat<.'  Governor  (icncral  is  (me  of  those  nders  who  arc  of  distin- 

Khcd  eminence.     Whrrevcr  he  is,  may  God  preserve  him  under  his 
care  and  protection !"  * 

My  Lords,  this  is  the  manner  in  which  the  people  of  India 
ipeak  of  the  man  who  i.s  supi>osed  to  have  made  vexation 
ind  degradation,  if  not  In.s  object,  the  result,  at  least,  of  his 
government. 

My  Lords,  at  this  period  of  time,  about  the  year  1780,  Jjesi roof 
Mr.  Hastings  thought  it  necessary  to  divert  another  member  in>w  to  <io- 
of  this  confederacy  from  purposes  which  were  liostile  to  this  Niaim  ftt>iii 
Donntr}',  I  mi;an  the  \izaru.     He  had  been  offended  of  old  f//^,,)^^ 
limc^  as  I  stated  to  you.r  Lordships,  by  retaining  from  him — 
what  he  liad  indeed  granted — the  Northern  Circars  ;  but  he 
had  received  more  recent  offence,  by  retaining  the  succession 
ttf  the  Guntoor  Circar  Iroin  [his  brotlier],  upon  whose  death 
it  was  to  devolve  to  tlic  Company.     lie  was  soothed  by  [the 
Donccssion  of  the  Circar  |  :  his  own  tribute  was  adjusted  with 
him,  and  he  was,  a?  well  as  another  member  of  the  confed- 
Bracy,  Mudaji  Bosla,  also  det:^clied  from  them.     In  a  short 
period  of  time  alter,  Ma<li\ji  Scindia  was,  as  its  consequence, 


•  I*rint<*<l  ill  thr  *'  MImitos  of  the  Kvi<lenco,"  p.  2180.     At  tliis  point  tlu 
DOanscl  was  intcrniptod  in  liis  sjm'ccIi  by  at  question  from  Mr.  Jiurke  ;  - 

Mr,  Dur/,i.—l  hx'^  panloii  for  intirruptin;;  tlu»  K'lmiiNi  (.'ounst'I ;  but  I  br  : 
die  fhvour  i>f  being  infornu'd  t^Iio  tbis  aiumymous  swoarer  is? 

Mr,  Jaw.—  \  would  pratity  th**  bonourablo  ManapxT,  but  I  have  laid  it  down 
IB  •  rule  to  iiiysc'lf,  in  ordor  to  avoid  any  interruption  to  what  I  am  discussing, 
[to  j;ivc  no  rt'ply  ].  TIk*  b<mour:tl»U^  Mana«;er  is  arquainti'd  with  the  fact:  if  it 
nuwered  any  pur|M>s<'  of  infonnatiou  to  hiiu,!  iMroold  uio«t  readily  communicate  it. 
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6  and  the  rea^nablencas  of  the  terms  upon  which  that  21  Feb.  1792. 
^  was  granted. 

witfastandinor  jdl  these  supplies,  Sir  Eyre  Coote  still  Appn*h(>ii; 
ned  in  a  state  of  great  anxiety  as  to  his  army.     His  E^cooto 
are  full  of  the  mast  urgent  importunities  to  the  Bengal  Jf^JSppa^™ 
Dmcnt;    begging  them,  for  God's  sake,  to   continue 
nspai'ing  liberality  with  which  they  had  hitherto  sus- 

tnem,  and  stating,  in  the  most  urgent  and  feeling 
that  all  their  safety,  their  being,  political  and  natural, 
led  solely  upon  the  provident  care  of  Mr.  Hastings. 
this  time,  Mr.  Hastings  was  draining  the  treasury  to  Deficiency 

the  armies  actually  in  the  field,  and  the  troops  in  hui^.*^  ^^ 

I  were  some  months  in  arrear.  At  this  moment,  in 
ST  of  the  year  1780,  the  treasury  had  a  balance  of  29 
wnst  it.  Allowing  the  15  lacs  that  were  sent  witli 
rre  Coote  as  a  deduction,  there  was  at  that  time, 
ting  the  expenses  to  the  5th  October,  a  deficiency  of 

;  and,  even  in  the  month  of  February  following,  there 

the  treasury  of  Jiengal  no  larger  a  sum,  in  actual 

specie,  than  30,000  and  odd  rupees ;  the  whole  trea- 

knstituting  altogether  no  larger  a  fund  than  1 1  lacs  of 

^18  period  of  distress,  it  seemed  fitting — I  arraign  not  R^iUremcnt 
tive — it  seemed  fitting  to  Mr.  Francis  to  relinquish  dVar**^"" 
oome  duties  of  his  situation  and  to  retire  within  the  S'JJJJjU' 

II  bosom  of  his  native  land,  while  every  thing   that  difficulty, 
lamitous,  while   the   blow  that  was    expected    from 

9  was  impending,  and  was  every  moment  expected  to 
Lpon  the  devoted  head  of  the  British  Government, 
b  moment,  with  a  treasury  exhausted,  with  a  dispirited 
'vith  nothing  safe  but  what  was  under  the  immediate 
iX  of  Mr.  Hastings'  government  of  Bengal,  and  to 
^one  Mr.  Francis's  apprehension  seemed  to  have 
Bf3,  and  which  ]Mr.  Hastings  had  preserved  from  all 
i  of  fear  by  having  begirt  it  with  alliances  Asoff-ud- 
to  the  north;  the  Berar  Kaja  to  the  south — in  short, 
ginled  it  round  by  an  impregnable  baiTicr  of  allies, 
fected  to  and  comi)actod  to  the  British  (Jovernment — 
t  moment,  when  nothing  wns  safe  but  Bengal,  but 
all  the  rest  of  the  heniisj)lierc  wns  clouded  ])y  every 
fc  and  every  coming  calamity — at  that  moment,  when 
tnpcst  lowered  and  thick  darkness  and  clouds  were 
ing — it  seemed  fit  to  Mr.  Francis  to  relinquish  his 
^n,  which  held  out  at  that  time  no  further  lure  either 
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made  upon  it.     lie  made  a  demand  upon  him  for  a2iPKB.i7U2. 

By  inipeAinn  in  imperio,  it  is  not  suggested  that 
Bal  shall  keep  for  his  own  state  and  pleju*ure  that 
'hich  the  general  sovereign  of  his  country  has  need  of. 
irce  asked,  at    first,  by  the   private    communication 
n  the  Resident  and  him,  was  such  a  quantity  of  force 
TBS  conceived  he  could  conveniently  have  supplied : 
B  asked   for   two    thousand   horse.     Could   he   have 
d  them  ?     Yes  !     More  appear  in  complete  array  and 
lent.     The  stationary   troops,  constantly  in  his  pay, 
ted  to  7,090  regular  forces.     Of  these,  above  2,5()()  uhn  rusii 
lavalry ;  and,  in  addition  to  this,  a  number,  to   the  lili.  n"iuimi 
t  of  22,()0(),  was  within  his  immediate  call  from  his  ""'"*^''- 
lencies  and  other  connections,  whose  force  he  could 

into  the  field.  The  whole  embodied  force  of  this  man, 
,  added  to  the  tumult uarv  force  of  husbandmen  and 

when  he  raised  his  rebellious  head  against  the  Com- 
imounted  to  40,000.     Now,  what  is  the  demand  made 

British  Resident?  He  asked  for  two  thousand  He 
limself  incompetent  to  yield  any  such  number.  The  de- 
nnkK  to  1 ,500— to  1,000— to  500.  He  refused  the  500. 
860  were  asked,  but  not  sent ;  and  the  Itesident  re- 
ad him  when  ho  was  in  his  palanquin,  and  attendecl  by 
fiu*  more  than  equal  to  the  number  I  last  stated,  which 
ht  have  well  spared  in  the  exigencies  of  the  Company. 

nsually  attending  upon  him  a  force  which  might  have 
ed  one  of  our  requisitions,  at  least.     He  had,  at  the  NumWi^ of 
Ir.  Hastings  came  to  RtMiares,  attending  upon  him,  J!ujln!v 
DT  insult  and  to  show  how  unfounded  his  resistance  "*i[^"'*'"" 

demand  was — he  had  attending  him,  as  jippears  by 
davits  in  the  Benares  KaiTative,  at  least  (JOO  hors(^, 
ag  him  for  state.  And  this  man  refuses  500,  and 
1  send  250  I  Ts  not  tins  inmnititude,  aided  bv  the 
*  contempt  of  our  power?  Is  not  there  every  mark 
Fection,  and  contempt  of  the  British  j>ower  and  rou- 
te, couched  in  this  refusal  ?  For  he  dared  not  have 
9  if  he  had  not  conceive<l  that  we  were  too  weak  to 
forced  the  demand.  Would  this  man  have  ventured 
'  refused  any  of  i\w  native  princes  of  his  country, 
ac  in  equal  situation  of  right?  Had  Snja-nd-nowla 
etl  them,  would  he  have  trifled  in  this  manner? 
>rc,  instead  of  blamiuix  Mr.  Hastiu'xs  for  his  lutendinjij  rjroatrrM- 
•■  to  lev}'  upon  him  the  sum  of  r»0  laes,  I  blame  him-  -  nmhVi.T?*^ 
Sing  having  for feil'.-d  hi.   l*.uuiv    uudei    i lie  Com) uuiy ''^ *-■**"**"<■''• 
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nsidcration  to  this  extent  alone,  namely,  in  inducing  21  Fkb.  i7ft?. 
>  elect  that  mode  of  punishment  instead  of  any  other. 
Irty  who  is  t»)  inflict  the  punishment,  if  there  be  no 
ibed  mode  accordinji;  to  which  that  punishment  is  to 
leted,  may  elect  that  mode  of  punishment — the  quan- 
aing  apportioned  according  to  the  rules  of  justice — 
lect  that  mode  which  would  equally  answer  both  the 
M  of  justice  and  example  to  the  coimtry.  It  would 
Y  answer  both,  whether  this  man  was  dispossessed  of  a 
or  whether  he  paid  a  sum  of  money  for  the  redemption 
whole. 

this  period  of  time,  Mr.  Hastings  went  up  to  Oude,  for  Mr.  Hast- 
irpoee,  as  he  states,  of  improving  the  interest  of  the  oiSo)'*'^  *^" 
woj  in  its  sovereignty.     And  how  that  interest  could 
proved,  otherwise   than    by  enforcing   the  duties   of 
B  subject   to   the  sovereignty,    I    do   not   see.     The  objwis  or 
states  that  as  one  of  the  objects  he  was  pursuing 


till'  vis'.t. 


B' 


^,  the  pressing  interests  of  the  Company  in  the  con- 
of  that  zamindary.  Another  purpose  was  to  settle 
■cems  of  the  Company  with  the  Govcrament  of  Oude, 
btling  terms  with  Mudaji  Bosla. 

Las  been  stated  as  contrary  to  a  fundamental  rule  of  Ruin aMniin«*t 
mpany,  that  any  member  of  the  Council  should  dej)art  of  a  m«ini>!r 
ke    settlement   where    his  presence    is    immediately  o„Vn,'.ii. 
id — "  AVe  strictly  enjoin  that  all  our  aftairs  be  trans- 
Q  Council,  and  that  all  of  the  Council  do  reside  ii])on 
CSe."     These  are  orders  in  the  year  1702,  and  which 
>cuced  to  your  Lordships  as  militating  with  the  con- 
*  Mr.  Ilastinjjs  and  Mr.  Wheler  in  the  month  of  Mav 
i«,  1781,  when  they  delegate    Mr.  Hastings  with  a 
^on  up  the  country,  for  arranging  those  aftairs,  with- 
5  assistance  of  his  other  coadjutor  and  joint  councillor, 
^heler,  who  wjis  then  left  at  Calcutta.     It  is  stated  to 
Itrary  to  the  Company's  order.     Would  your  Lord- 
M>nceive  that  the  ord(?r  here  recited  and  stated  by  the 
gers  was  not  an  existing  order?     You  would  not  con- tim- ivfruiu- 
that  it  was  rejiealed  ;  that  it  was  as  dead   a  letter  as  p'.a|«X 
Mr  now  about  witches  ?     r>ut  it  is  so.     It  was  rep(»aled 
^0;  but  it  was  formally  discontinued  in  practice  for  a 
number  of  years  beiore — indeed  from  the  time  of  our 
ring  any  interest  in  the  territorial  government  of  tli(» 

the  year  17<I2  or  176:5,  at  the  time  when  the  troubles 
)mnm  AH   Khan   broke   out,   almost   all   the  principal 
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istingd,  in  1781,  by  an  instrument  of  delegation  from  2ifbi!.i7U3 

'  and  Mr.  Whelcr.     And  I  know  full  well  tliut  an  Act 

96  passed,  because  of  the  question  being  agitated  by 

ceedings  in  this  Court,  confirming  that  order  and  that 

ion.     But  I  use  the  argument  thus — that,  tliat  order 

nade,  shows  the  opinion  of  the  Government  of  Bengal 

inbsisting  practice  ;  and,  that  it  was  confirmed,  shows 

nion  of  the  Legislature  of  the  propriety  of  that  prac- 

d  of  the  fitness  of  that  delegjition. 

ing  removed,  as  I  conceive,  the  objection  to  the  dele-  Ejcrcisi'  ^.r 

I  will  now  consider  in  what  manner  the  powers  thus  d.VvjJU^Id. 
ted  to  hiin  were  exercised. 

Jl  not  trouble  your  Lordships  by  detailing  at  length —  TiioviMtiD 
as  far  as  it  may  be  material  and  fitting  upon  this  occa-  ^^"^''*- 
3U  will  hear  more  ably  presently — all  the  circumstances 
btended  the  progress  to  Benares ;  his  interview  witli 
Sing  ;  the  arrest  which  he  proi)erly  put  him  under, 

purpose  of  notifying  to  him  and  to  the  country  that 
tts  of  contumacy  would  not  go  unpunished  ;  the  open 
ra  which  followed ;  the  destruction  of  a  considerable 
r  of  British  subjects,  who  had  composed  part  of  the 
and  the  force  under  Lieutenant  Stalker  and  Lieutc- 
icott.     I  will  not  take  notice   of  the  other  circum- 

by  which  open  rebellion  and  defiance  was  declared 

the  British  power  in  India, 
i:  these  acts,  it  was  no  longer  a  question  what  part  the  Xrctssity 

Government  were  to  take,  or  to  what  extent  they  fl',[,  \7il"^^^ 
>   pnsh  the  punishment  of  this  rebellious  vassal.     Jt.  r'»"ii'«"i. 

have   been   inconsistent   with   every   idea   of    their 

r'  in  that  country  for  all  time  to  come,  if  there  had 
one  unpunished  and  forgiven  instance  of  such  daring 
on  against  them,  by  a  i)ers()n  who  had  drawn  them 
»  situation  of  considerable  peril.  It  would  have  de- 
d  for  ever  that  opinion  and  that  estimation  uj/on  which 
afety  in  that  country  rested.  NeithiT  will  I  detain 
Lordships  upon  the  measures  which  Mr.  Hastings  jil'ter- 
•  adopted,  for  the  j^m-pose  of  settling  the  revenues  of 
von  try  in  a  convenient  and  proper  mode  of  receipt,  for 
Snefit  of  the  Company  ;  varying!:  expedients,  which  he  s^'iii.imnt 
bilged  at  dilterent  tunes  to  adopt,  tor  that  ])urj)ose ;  irv. 
I,  however,  ultimately  succeeded  in  giving  that  coiuitry 
leasing  of  a  well-regulated  goviTninent,  and — of  all 
i  the  greatest  blessing — which  gave  them  the  regular 
datration  of  pure  and  enliglitened  justice,  in  the  person 
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kind  to  the  British  nation  that  can  exist  in  man.  And  21  Feb.  1793. 
k  the  man  who  is  stated  as  dishonouring  the  Com- 
'f  by  being  placed  in  the  first  seat  of  justice  in  that 
toy !  I  have  volumes  of  cxi)ressions  of  gratitude,  by 
ie  of  every  faith  in  that  country,  to  Mr.  Hastings,  for 
Mneficent  administration  which  he  had  been  the  means 
Ituning  for  them. 

\im  to  the  ultimate  distribution  of  the  affair's  of   Be- ^<;i'tJ"Pof 
jL  Mr.  Hastinnrs  advances  to  Chunar.     There  he  meets  inj^  wuii 
Wazir,  and  he  takes  the  ten  lacs  he  offers  him,  which  at'amnar. 
ttflolutely  at  that  moment  necessiir}'^  to  saving  the  sink-  Ai-w-i'ianco 
dendes  of  Bengal.     And  how  is  he  detected  in  this  *'^^** '•"'*• 
ieious  corruption  ?     Why,  the  money  is  found  in  KximmkUhI 
eta  of  the  poor  sepoys,  instantly  issued  in  their  pay!  viw-oftiir 
fc lent,  part  of  it  to  Muir,  part  here  and  part  there,  to  ^'*'"'''-'^">'- 
it  the  distresses  that  were  pressing  upon  the  Government 

bB^al  and  the  army  in  their  pay.  Mr.  Larkins  tells 
t,  before  the  communication  which  Mr.  Hastings  had 
^■dy  made  to  him  of  this  present,  he  had  detected  it. 
|F  By  the  incorrupt,  virtuous,  patriotic,  application  of 
■^  service  of  tlie  public  I 

p  Lords,  :is  much  may  be  rested  upon  the  communica-  Mj^jJ;  <^'ja- 
Bd  Mr.  Larkins  upon  this  subject,  and  it  may  be  (^ues-  liarkins. 
■1  whether  he  was  a  fit  and  proper  repository  of  those 
■•i  which  in  many  instances  seem  to  be  confined  to  him 
Wax  measure^  I  will  state  who  this  worthy  servant  of  the 
D  iBf  and  you  will  judge  from  the  testimonials  of  him, 
ttuing  the  time  of  Air.  Hastings  being  in  the  chair,  but 
Br  periods,  whether  he  is  a  man  likely  to  collude  in  a 
U  of  fraud. 

B  first  letter  I  shall  trouble  your  Lordships  with  is  <>f /j[,!*jiyil,"i 
Jki  of  July,  1785,  which  was  a  period  subsequent  to  tor.^  ami 

^  _L»  v^'        xi         1     •  J/«m I  Corn- 

Hastings  quittmg  tiie  ciiair, —  waiiismiiis 

...  fiivcmr. 

fc  the  whole,  the  attention  shewed  ]»y  the  Council  in  fruminjf  these 

SSita  [merits  our  wurmcst  up|)robution.  and  we  tni.st  he  will  con- 

•Sie  same  exertions  in  this  as  in  every  other  matter  under  his 

the  2l8t  of  August,  1 7Si),  which  was  after  Lortl  Corn- 
lad  taken  the  chair,  in  the  general  letter  from  Bengal 
^  Company^  they  state,- 

'  'testimony  ol*  the  snceoss  of  your  arran^^ements,  for  which  wc  hold 
•^imny  nuith  indebted  to  tlie  labour  and  tidelity  of  your  puldie 
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c  upon  it.     He  made  a  demand  upon  him  for  a  si  Feb.  1702. 
mpeHum  in  imperio,  it  is  not  suggested  that 
liall  keep  for  his  own  state  and  pleasure  that 
the  general  sovereign  of  his  country  has  need  of 
isked,   at    first,  by  the   private    commimieation 

Resident  and  him,  was  such  a  quantity  of  force 
onceivcd  he  could  conveniently  have  supplied: 
:ed  for  two  thousand  horse.  Could  he  have 
m  ?     Yes  !     More  appear  in  complete  array  and 

The  stationary   troops,  constantly  in  his  pay, 

0  7,G90  regular  forces.     Of  these,  above  2,500  ninnftisai 
y ;  and,  in  addition  to  this,  a  number,  to   the  th*-  n-quirud 
12,000,  was  within  his  immediate  call  from  his  """^*^*'- 

8  and  other  connections,  whose  force  he  could 
the  field.  The  whole  embodied  force  of  this  man, 
d  to  the  tumultuary  force  of  husbandmen  and 

1  he  mised  his  rebellious  head  against  the  Com- 
ited  to  40,000.  Now,  what  is  the  demand  made 
sh  llesident  ?  He  asked  for  two  thousand  He 
If  incompetent  to  yield  any  such  number.  The  de- 
to  1 ,500— to  1 ,000— to  500.  He  refused  the  500. 
^ere  a^^kcd,  but  not  sent ;  and  the  Resident  re- 
n  when  ho  was  in  his  palanquin,  and  attended  by 
ore  than  equal  to  the  number  I  last  stated,  which 
ve  well  si)ared  in  tlie  exigencies  of  the  Company, 
lly  attending  uf>on  him  a  fi)roe  which  might  have 

le  of  our  requisitions,  at  least.     He  had,  at  the  Numborsof 

astings  came  to  Benares,  attending  upon  him,  u^J^Jiiy 

suit  and  t(^  show  how  unfounded  his  resistance  J*^*|"^'"^ 

mil  was — he  had  attending  him,  as  appears  by 

3  in  the  l^enares  NaiTative,  at  least  ()00  horse, 

im  for  state.     And   this  man  refuses  500,  and 

id  250  I     Ts  not  this  ingnititude,  aided   by  the 

tempt  of  our  j^ower  ?     Is  not  there  every  mark 

>n,  and  C(mtemj)t  of  the  British  power  and  eon- 

uched  in  this  refusal  ?     For  he  dared  not  have 

ic  had  not  conceived  that  we  were  too  weak  to 

id  the  demanil.     AVould  this  man  have  ventured 

used   any  of  the  native  princes  of  his  country, 

equal  situaticm  of  right  ?     Had  Siija-ud-Dowla 

hem,    would    he   have  trifled   in    this    manner? 

nstead  of  blamin<x  ^I^r.  Hastiness  for  his  intrndinj^  rjrcmtorw- 

evy  upon  him  the  sum  of  50  lacs,  1  blame  him —  ranSnJ?*^ 

having  forfeit o< I  hi.  Iluuiv  iiiulei    t Ik*  Com] nmy  **""**"**"<•'*• 
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mridomtion  to  this  extent  alone,  iijimcly,  in  inducing -Ji  Fbb.  itw. 
0  elect  tliJit  mode  ol*  punishment  instead  of  any  other. 
•rty  who  is  to  inflict  the  pnnishment,  if  there  be  no 
ibed  mode  according);  to  wliich  that  punishment  is  to 
ected,  may  elect  that  mode  of  punishment — the  quan- 
leing  apportioned  according  to  the  rules  of  justice — 
lect  that  mode  which  would  equally  answer  both  the 
les  of  justice  and  example  to  the  country.  It  would 
ly  answer  both,  whether  this  man  was  dispossessed  of  a 
jr  whether  he  paid  a  sum  of  money  for  the  redemption 
whole. 

this  period  of  time,  Mr.  Hastings  w^ent  up  to  Oude,  for  Mr.Ha-t- 
nrpose,  as  he  states,  of  imi)roving  the  interest  of  the  ouui^  *"'^  ^" 
may  in  its  sovereignty.     And  how  that  interest  could 
iprovcd,  otherwise   than   by  enforcing   the  duties   of 
18   subject   to   the  sovereignty,    I   do   not   see.     The  objM;tvii)r 
states  that  as  one  of  the  objects  he  was  i)ursuing 


the  vb«;i. 
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y,  the  pressing  interests  of  the  Company  in  the  con- 
of  that  zamindary.     Another  purpose  was  to  settle 
ncerns  of  the  Company  with  the  Goverament  of  Oude, 
'ttling  terms  with  Mudaji  Bosla. 

bas  been  stated  as  contrary  to  a  fundamental  rule  of  Rui.»jv»insi 
»nipany,  that  any  member  of  the  Council  should  depart  of amni'iMr 
tlie    settlement   where    his  presence   is    immediately  "'oumii. 
ed — "  AVe  strictly  enjcnu  that  all  our  aftairs  be  trans- 
ixi  Council,  and  that  all  of  the  Council  do  reside  u|)oii 
ice/'     These  are  orders  in  the  vcar  1702,  and  which 
oduced  to  your  Lordships  as  militating  with  the  con- 
f  Mr.  Ilastinjfs  and  Mr.  Wheler  in  the  month  of  Mav 
ne,   1781,  when  they  delegate   Mr.  Hastings  with  a 
iarion  up  the  country,  for  ananging  those  affairs,  with- 
le  assistimce  of  his  other  coadjutor  and  joint  councillor, 
V'heler,  who  was  then  left  at  Calcutta.     It  is  stated  to 
Utrary  to  the  Company's  order.     Would  your  Lord 
Qonccive  that  the  order  here  recited  and  stated  by  the 
gers  was  not  an  existing  order  ?     You  would  not  con-  tiio  nimin- 
that  it  was  repealed ;  that  it  was  as  dead   a  letter  as  ["aliX 
•w  now  about  witches  ?     I>ut  it  is  so.     It  was  repealed 
^go;  but  it  was  formally  discontinued  in  practice  for  a 
number  of  years  I  before — indeed  from  the  time*  of  our 
ring  any  interest  in  the  territorial  government  of  the 

the  year  1762  or  1763,  at  the  time  when  the  troubles 
•mm   All  Khan   broke   out,   almost   all   the  principal 
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AStings,  in  1781,  by  an  instrument  of  delegation  from  2iFim.i7«3 

F  and  Mr.  Whcler.     And  I  know  full  well  tliat  an  Act 

oe  passed,  because  of  the  question  being  agitated  by 

Kseedings  in  this  Court,  conlirming  that  order  and  that 

tion.     But  I  use  the  ju-gument  thus — that,  that  onlcr 

Blade,  shows  the  opinion  of  the  Government  of  Bengal 

subsisting  practice  ;  and,  that  it  was  confirmed,  shows 

inion  of  the  Legislnture  of  the  propriety  of  that  prac- 

d  of  the  fitness  of  that  delegation. 

ing  removed,  as  I  conceive,  the  objection  to  the  dele-  Exoivisi»  or 

,  I  will  now  consider  in  what  manner  the  powers  thus  IioirjfnML 

ted  to  hiin  were  exercised. 

ill  not  trouble  your  Lordships  by  detailing  at  length —  ThoviMtto 

as  far  as  it  may  be  material  and  fitting  upon  this  occa-  ^^"^"^^  ^• 
Du  will  hear  more  ably  presently — all  the  circumstances 
ttended  the  progress  to  Benares ;  his  interview  with 

Sing  ;  the  arrest  which  he  projKjrly  put  him  under, 
'.  purpose  of  notifying  to  him  and  to  the  country  that 
3t8  of  contumacy  would  not  go  unpunished  ;  the  oj)en 
m  which  followed ;  the  destruction  of  a  considerable 
t  of  British  subjects,  who  had  composed  part  of  the 

and  the  force  under  Lieutenant  Stalker  and  Lieute- 
3oott.  I  will  not  ttikc  notice  of  the  other  circiun- 
I  by  which  open  rebellion  and  defiance  was  declaimed 
\  the  British  power  in  India. 

«r  these  acts,  it  was  no  longer  a  question  what  part  the  NiKtssity 
li  Government  were  to  take,  or  to  what  extent  they  [n^,VlllI'"^^'" 
to  push  the  punishment  of  this  rebellions  vassal.     It  r"»"'i''-". 
I  have   been   inconsistent   with    every   idea   of    their 
itjr  in  tliat  country  for  all  time  to  come,  if  there  had 
n  one  unpunished  and  forgiven  instance  of  such  daring 
Jon  against  them,  by  a  person  who  had  drawn  them 
I  situation  of  considerable  peril.      It  would  have  dc- 
sd  for  ever  that  opinion  and  that  estimation  upon  whicli 
lafety  in  that  country  rested.     Neither  will  I  detain 
Lordshi[)s  upon  the  measures  which  Mr.  Hastings  alter- 
I  adopted,  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  revenues  ol' 
country  in  a  convenient  and  proper  mode  of  receipt,  for 
Bnefit  of  the   Company  ;  varying  expedients,  which  lui  s^tii.nuui 
bliged  at  dift'erent  times   to  adopt,  for  that  ])urj)ose ;  IVv.  ' 
ly  however,  ultimately  succeeded  in  giving  that  eountry 
dessing  of  a  well-regulated  government,  and — of  all 
Bthe  greatest  blessing — which  gave  them  the  regular 
UBtration  of  pure  and  enlightened  justice,  in  the  person 
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id  to  the  British  nation  that  can  exist  in  man.     And  21  Feb.  1:92. 

the  man  who  is  stated  as  dishonouring  the  Com- 
by  being  placed  in  the  first  seat  of  justice  in  that 
J !  I  liave  volumes  of  expressions  of  gratitude,  by 
of  eveiy  faith  in  that  country,  to  Mr.  Hastings,  for 
leficent  administration  wliich  he  had  been  the  means 
ining  for  them. 

r  to  the  ultimate  distribution  of  the  affairs  of   Be- JJtvti«<j?of 
Mr.  llastinf^s  advances  to  Chimar.     There  he  meets  infrs  witV 
urir,  and  he  takes  the  ton  lacs  he  offers  liim,  which  at'cTiutfar. 
lolutcly  at  that  moment  necessary  to  saving  the  sink-  A<wi>tniu'o 
lendencies  of  Bengal.     And  how  is  he  detected  in  this  **^  *"  '"''"• 
pernicious  corruption  ?     AVhy,  the  money  is  found  in  KxppihIisI 
iets  of  the  poor  sepoys,  instantly  issued  in  their  pay!  JfdM'.rniT* 
ent,  part  of  it  to  ^Fuir,  part  liere  and  part  there,  to  ^"'I'^ny. 
I  the  distresses  that  wore  j)ressing  upon  the  Government 
igal  and  the  army  in   their  pay.     Mr.  Larkins  tells 
tt,  before  the  coiimiunioation  which  Mr.  Hastings  had 
dy  made  to  him  of  this  present,  he  had  detected  it. 
By  the  incorrupt,  virtuous,  patriotic,  application  of 
le  service  of  tlie  public  I 
Lords,  as  much  may  be  rested  upon  the  communica-  nwi  ci.a- 

Mr.  Larkins  upon  this  subject,  and  it  may  be  (pies-  Urkin*. 
"whether  he  was  a  fit  and  proper  repository  of  those 
»  which  in  many  instances  seem  to  be  confined  to  liim 
t  measure,  I  will  state  who  this  worthy  servant  of  the 
IB}  and  you  will  judge  from  the  testimonials  of  hhn, 
mg  the  tune  of  ^Ir.  Hastings  being  in  the  chair,  but 
'  periods,  whether  he  is  a  man   likely  to  collude  in  a 

of  fraud. 

first  letter  1  shall  trouble  your  Lordships  with  is  of.V'^Vl"^*^ 
i  ot  tJuly,  1785,  wluou  was  a  period  suhsequent  to  tors  :uui 
Mtmgs  quitting  the  chair, —  Huiiisinhis 

^  ,  ,  .    .  favour. 

me  whole,  tlu."  attiiitloii  shijwcd  l)y  ihc  (Council  in  frumiii;;  those 

nti  [merits  our  warmest  ap|)r<)b;it ion,  and  we  trust  he  will  con- 
be  same  exertions  in  tliis  as  in  every  other  matter  under  his 

«lt"].* 

the  21st  of  August,  1 7«^(>,  which  was  after  Lord  Corn- 
had  taken  the  chair,  in  the  general  letter  from  Bengal 
Company,  they  stato,- 

icstimony  of  the  success  of  your  arran^cintuts,  for  which  we  hold 
ipany  much  iiidflrfrd  to  tlu-  lahour  and  lidclity  of  your  puhlir 


»ct  of  L«tter  from  tin-  c'uirt  of  Dinrtors  to  tlic  (lovvrn(»rf Jincnil  ami 
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\y  which  would  exclude  the  jwssibility  of  secreting  any  21  Pebj792. 

fle  matters  ham  their  entire  knowledge,  if  they  should 

posed  to  acr|uire  an  entire  knowledge  upon  that  subject 

r  future  period. 

.ying  received  these  ten  hies,  and  having  thus  applied  intHiigenra 

whilst  at  Chunar  — for  he  arrived  there  sometime  intum'of^'ho 
mbcr,  the  Wazir  having  arrived  on  the  11th  of  Sep- *^"°*- 
Br — he,  about  that  period,  hears  of  the  disafiection  of 
legums.     That  was  communicated  to  him  at  the  time  Treaty  with 

he  was  in  treaty  with  the   Wazir,  for  tlie  purpose  of  fJrMttunff 
rinir  tlie  concerns  of  his  dominions  upon  a  better  foot-  J}!*^  ^?.''?  "' 

•I?         •  11  1       1       <»     1       /-I  1  ^"*^  country. 

nth  a  view  to  the  advantage  both  01  the  Company  and 
I  Wazir,  which  stood  in  need  of  such  arrangement — 
^,  from  his  own  mismanagement,  partly,  from  the  ex- 
which  he  had  Wiistod  upon  many  improper  subjects  of 
roursy  and,  partly,  owing  to  the  expense  which  had  been 
oned  him  by  tlie  maintaining  so  large  a  body  of  troops 
I  been,  indeed,  maintained  at  difierent  periods  neces- 
.  with  a  view  to  regulating  his  affairs  and  subduing 
1  rebellious  vassals.     The  troops  were  burdensome  to 
dm  and  us,  iiiasmucli  as  the  advances  he  was  enabled 
Ke  to  these  troops  did,  and  must,  come  immediately 
the  British  treasures.     In  order  to  relieve  him  from 
"liich  was  one  of  the  co-operating  causes  of  his  distress, 
'mstings  entered  into  a  treaty ;    and  it  was  proposed,  Withdra^-ai 
other   things,   tliat  the  whole  of  the  British   force  troSS?."'** 
be  withdrawn,  except  that  brigade  which  had  been 
Jly  stationed  thurc,  from  the  time  of  Suja-ud-Dowla, 
single  regiment,   I  think,  to  protect  the  liesident's 
Every  other  British  inhabitant,  except  those  connected 
be  Resident's  officre,  was  to  be  withdrawn  from  Oude. 
M  treaty,  couched  in  these  terms,  certainly  opened  to 
Tazir  a  considerable  source  of  emolument  and  ad  van- 
but  it  was  the  business  ot'  Mr.  Hastings  to  see  that  conirouiof 
advantage  should  be  converted  to  the   benefit  of  the  imbiic  ox- 
»ttiy  as  well  as  to  the  benefit  of  the  Wazir,  and  that  \^Tvul?. 
which  would  enable  him   to  pay  oft'  the  debt  he  then  ^**"*- 
to  the  Company,  should  be  so  a[)plied ;  he,  therefore, 
icB  the  other  articles,  to  which  he  signifies  his  pleasure 
snscnt,  by  the  addition  of  another  article,  which  was  to 
in  the  aj^plication  of  this  money  and  to  divide  his  pub- 
m  his   private  expenses,   subjecting   the  fund,   in  the 
lace,  to  the  controul  of  his  ministers,  for  the  purpose  of 
^paration,  under  the  inspection  of  the  Kesident.     Of 
elity  and  attention  of  his  ministers,  Mr.  Hastings  was 
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of  Fyzabad  ;  that  they  had  been  despatched  to  Cheyt  2ifeb.i7W. 

and   that   (?very  man   who  was  capable    of  bearing 

ras  applied  to  by  those  persons  and   asked  why  he 

;  CO  and  ioin   Cheyt  Shi^^.     I   will  take  this  as  one  indiffcronco 

e,  without  troubhng  your  Jjordslnps   with  more,  m  ^im  tocom- 

i-sory  detail  I  am  obliged   to  make  of  these  transac-  iKibj^it. 

.t  present.     When  it   was  notified  to  the   IJegmn — 

3,  your  agents,  whom  you  entrust  with  the  exercise  of 

>wer.  are  at  this  moment  engjiged  in  an  act  of  hosti- 

tinst  the   Briti.^h  nation  that  protects  you ;    they  are 

•    troops;   they   sent   oti'  a  force  of    1,000  men,  but 

three  days  ago,  to  join  the  standard  of  Cheyt  Sing 
:Cta-  Seize  the  family  of  Shcit  Khan.  Exert  your 
ace  and  inilict  punishment  upon  the  persons  guilty  of 
Lgerous  confederacy  and  conspiracy  against  the  British 
•' — when  she  was  so  called  upon,  how  did  the  Begum 
t  lierself  ?  She  gave  no  answer  to  the  complaint — 
ae  when  it  was  most  important  that  every  British 

within  the  sphere  of  her  influence,  either  at  Fyzabad 
Jiy  part  of  the  AVazir's  dominions,  should  give  the 
oniplete  and  ])ositive  assurance  of  his  good  affection 
U  the  Ih'itish  interest. 

en   she    is    told   that    those   acts   of  disaffection   and  A"»<^*' «' , 
uy  are  in  ])rosccution  by  her  own  servants — when  shef»neapt. 

that  tlie  adopted  child  ol"  one  of  them — a  nuin  of  the  '*'"""• 
^  Shumshire    Khan — had    actually  at  that   moment 

his  guns  upon  Captain  Gordon,  commanding  a  force 
ing  to  us,  and  had  obliged  that  detachment  to  quit 
ad  reduced  him  to  a  sitnaiicm  of  great  peivonal  hazard 
Bger — does  she  deny  the  facts  so  charged  upon  her? — 
:ie  give>  tlicm  no  answer.  Now,  in  such  a  numient, 
ould  a  ])erson  well  affected  to  the  British  interest  have 
rted  herself?      Would  she  not  have  instantly  denied 

I  as  respecting  herself?     Would  she  have  suffered  the 

II  of  a  day  to  (•laj)se  between  the  crimination  and 
charging  hersi'lf,  by  fair  exculpation,  of  the  matter 
A  upon  her?  She  <loes  neither,  but  locks  herself  up 
>lltcinptu(^ns  silence. 

ttow  it  is  insisted  that  all  this  is  done  away  by  a  sub- <""\-.Hji"- 
nt  act.     Ui)on  the  suggestion  of  Colonel  Hannay,  she  tntst  or  her 
kduced  to  send  for  Captain  tiordon  and  to  have  him  at  *"**-'"*******• 
ttd.     The  whtile  (»f  the  corresjiondencc  at  that  period 
he  considered  hiniself  as  addressing  a  person  with 
I  disposition,  and  he  is  lavish  in  his  coinpliiuents  upon 
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vent  the  Nawab  from  seiziDg  upon  those  treasurers —  21  Fkr.  1702. 
1  withdraw  that  intervention  and  obstruction,  when 
nity,   which    was  the  only  consideration  upon  which 
bstruction  was  interposed,  had  ceased  to  exist,  and  was 
ted  into  active  purposes  of  hostility  and  defiance  ? 
Tefore,  if  these  facts  be  bottomed   in  unquestionable  Guilty  oon- 
7j — if  the  Begum's  ministers  did  make  these  levies  in  "he'BeKum. 
ace  of  her  residence — if  they  despatched   this  force 
le  had  full  notice  of  it,  at  the  very  instant  when  she 
liave  punished,  or  at  least  could  have  inquired  into  it, 
MB   neither — when  the  persons  who  acted,  dare  not 
cted  in  situations  of  such  peril,  without  not  only  her 
I  but  her  positive  authority — will  any  person  doubt 
Be  had  a  guilty  communication  in  the  very  acts  that 
xnediate  agents  were  transacting  ?     And,  if  it  be  so,  Jiwtiflcation 
ft  sequence  is  natural  and  necessary,  that  the  guarantee  SiJ^aUf 
like  all  other  covenants  between  nations,  in  the  nature  JJj^ «:»*»«»• 
itions,  one  party  failing,  the  other  is  necessarily  released 
ay  obligatiim  to  perform  it. 

iiestionably,  the  Company  wjie  released  from  any 
ion  further  to  su[)crintend  the  perfonnance  of  that 
and,  being  so  released,  the  Wazir  re-entered  into  his 
flits,  and  our  demands  for  our  debt  immediately  Rovivai  of 
tl  upon  those  rights  into  which  he  so  re-entered.  The  n>i,^ om^" 
fting  that  prevented  his  s(Mzing  them  had  been  the  ^*'*^ ^''*^'""'"- 
tation  of  the  English ;  and  he  iiad  a  further  reason 
Lxranted  his  so  doing,  for  the  infliction  of  punishment 
hose  subjects  who  had  drawn  him,  if  we  had  been 
ly  dispo-sed,  into  a  situation  of  peril  with  respect  to 
tion ;  for  any  assistance  of  tlieirs  might  have  been 
I'ed  as  an  act  of  hostility  on  thr  ])art  of  the  aggregate 
of  which  he  is  the  sovereign,  and  might  have  sub- 
him  immediately  to  the  conse(pience  of  all  those  acts 
^ere  done  in  the  first  instance  by  them.  That,  there- 
leased  us  from  any  obligation  to  enforce  the  guarantee; 
a«ed  the  Wazir  from  any  obligation  to  grant  them 
aefitof  it,  having  forfeited  it  by  their  misconduct;  and, 
tse,  intitled  us  to  exercise  otir  rights  for  full  indemnifi- 
out  of  the  treasures  of  the  Wazir.  The  seizure  of  the 
PC  beiniij  thus  warranted  uimn  every  principle  of  policy 
5n  nation  and  nation,  and  upon  the  same  principle 
vhich  covenants  and  contracts  can  be  fairlv  construed 
Bn  man  and  man,  we  were  warranted  in  seizing  the 
re. 
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the  torinc*  of  this  treaty,  to  which  the  Company  were  2ii-kb^702. 
very  hciiefit  he  liad  enjoyed  before — 1  mean  all  tliose 
m  the  (.'oinpany  were  interested?     We  stipulated,  TYnnnuai 
e,  thai  the  liegums  should  receive  the  net  amount  of  tiu-ii-jjirirs 
jirs  throuirh  the  Company'ri  Kesident.     If  they  did  fofhl"Bo! 
ras  sfome  fault  in  the  arrangement  of  his  office.     It  *^*""^- 
duty  of  the  immediate  Rcr^ident,  but  no  part  of  the 

jUr.  ila-stings,  necessarily  and  immediately,  to  see 
!  contract  secured  to  tliese  women  all  the  benefits 
1  a  right  to  posses.s,  and  restrained  the  sovereign 
Jcins  that  jreiieral  roirulatiun  wliich,  for  the  benefit 
luntry  and  people,  is  made  to  all  others,  giving  just 
Gition  to  the  party  injured  by  it. 
ery  bill  of  inclosure,  the  ])rinciple  is,  that  the  state 
V  modify  the  property  of  individuals,  where  the  pro- 

in  the  mode  of  its  enjoyment,  injurious  to  the  state, 
ipensation  can  be  conveniently  made.  When  the 
f  Chunar  was  signed,  was  Mr.  Hastings  wan-anted 
luce  or  consent  to  the  introduction  in  that  treaty  of 
contained  in  it  respecting  these  jagirs  ?  I  am  aware 
^crwards,  in  writing  upon  the  subject  of  the  resump- 

mixes  a  knowledge  of  that  which  he  had  recently 
i  with  that  measure  and  the  y)olicy  of  it,  as  he  had 
I J  considered  it,  without  any  violation  of  duty  on  the 

the  IJegums.  But  it  wants  the  aid  of  no  other 
ion  to  sustain  it,  than  that  Mr.  Hastings  was  war- 
in  permitting  the  sovereign  of  the  country  to  do  that 
very  sovereign,  in  every  country,  takes  the  liberty  of 
Sor  the  general  benefi^t  and  weal  of  the  country  at 
1  mean  to  make  a  new  modification  of  property, 
compensation. 

be  course  of  Mr.  Hastings*'  jouniey  up  the  country,  rrrNmts 
ived  other  presents,  which  are  the  subjects  of  charge  fn-nrKH- 
ved  e4ually  for  the  public  service  and  ecjually  applied  ii)I;"s'i,^^'*" 
-I  mean  the    presents  from  Kelleram,   Cullian   Sing  J"'i  Numiu- 
ondulol,  which  were  immediatelv,  as  well  as  that  from 
azir,  thrown  into   the   public  cofftT.     That  from  the  Pni.iinio 

was  immediately  transmitted  to  th(»  ])aymas1er  and  Jury r^^' 
)  the  troops.  These' fn»in  Kelleram,  Cullian  Sing  and 
del,  were  immediately  paid,  under  tlui  head  of  durbar 
a,  into  the  pul)lic  excheciucr,  and  could  not  be  drawn 
•  ilr.  Hastings,  for  any  corrupt  purjmse  of  his  own,  or 
irpose,  without  a  notiiication,  in  a  considerable  degree, 
immediate  puq>ose  for  which  tliose  sums  were  meant  to 
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L  What  does  Major  Gilpin  ?  He  did  that  which,  as  ^  fm^itw. 
dsh  officer,  it  highly  became  him  to  do :  he  saw  they  As>istanc« 
in  a  situation  of  distrej^s  from  which  he  could  relieve  M>S"r '  * 
by  the  application  of  some  funds  within  his  controul,  ^**p"^- 
le  immediately  issues  10,000  rupees  for  that  purpose, 
kerwards  applies  to  the  Wazir,  and  is  repaid  this  money 
ud,  however,  with  some  reproof  for  his  interference  in 
fltter,  which  the  Wazir  considered  as  an  encroachment 
lis  rights,  and  an  interference  in  a  matter  which  was 
"  domestic  and  personal  to  himself.  However,  all  the 
Stion  we  had  with  it  was,  to  relieve  these  people  from 
»  and  to  remedy  the  faults  of  others.  And  now,  as  a 
3te,  satisfactory,  conclusive,  testimony  upon  this  sub- 
iwill  read  that  which  Major  Gilpin  says — whose  name 
468  implicit  credit  with  every  person  who  has  heard  his 
ony  or  knows  that  any  testimony  by  him  has  been 
I  will  read  it — and  here  close,  as  far  as  respects  this 
fc,  my  exculpation  of  every  person  connected  with  the 
^  name  from  any  share  in  having  procured,  or  con- 
id  to,  any  part  of  the  distresses  these  women  expc- 
3  at  this  time. 

or  Gilpin  is  asked,  whether  the  seizure  of  the  Begums'  Major 
res  or  their  jngirs  could  in  any  respect  contribute  to  eviJonce. 
stresses  that  were  experienced  by  the  Khurd  Mahal, 
luwer  is, — 

do  not  see  that  it  could,  in  any  respect.'  *  Do  you  know  whether 
BtBure  in  which  the  Enj^lish  were  at  all  concerned  could  produce, 
iny  dejpree  contrihute  to  those  distresses  ? '  *  I  do  not  think 
le  int<?rference  of  the  Enj^lish  could  have  affected  the  establish- 
»f  the  Khurd  Mahal  in  any  resj)ect.'  "  * 

f  Lords,  I  will  not  trouble  you  on  this  head  further.  Suffldeucyof 
%fltimony  of  this  gallant  and  honourable  officer,  himself  in*oxcu^"^ 
'ewitness  of  the  distresses,  himself  knowing  how  they  SritSHi*^*' 
occasioned,  and  endeavouring  to  obviate  and  having  °®**"' 
tod  these  distresses,  will  countervail  a  crowd  of  testi- 
on  the  other  side,  if  there  were  any.     Hut  there  is  not 
ticle  of  evidence  on  the  other  side  to  put  into  the 
ite  scale  ;  there  is  not  any  evidence  which  docs  or  can 
:e  to  the  English  any  interference  in  these  distresses, 
th  being,  mediately  or  immediately,  the  cause  of  their 
ince  or  continuance. 


on^xamination  of  .Major  Gilpin,  28Ui  May,   1 788.-»Prinfied  in  the 
let  of  the  Evidence,"  p.  887. 
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jtions  and  refutation.^  may  be  heaped,  I  am  i)crfectly  at  21  feu.  n^i. 

to  conceive.  For  the  resources  of  the  Company  were 
isted  to  a  great  degree  belore.  They  proceeded  with 
Qulating  distress  from  tliat  period,  llie  number  of  our 
ies  miji^ht  be  somewhat  diminished  bv  havinir  tlie  force 
r  Colonel  Camac,  immediately  destined  to  attack 
^i    Scindiji,    taken    off,   but    our   army   in    the  west,  Exhaustion 

the  coast,  was  ol)riged  still  to  make  head  against  the  wllr^'with^ii.; 
attns,  to  maintain  our  conquest  in   [tliiit  (juarter],  in  ^*»i»™t^t^^- 

to  give  full  eH'ect  to  the  treaty  witli  jMadaji  Seindia, 

0  compel  the  llahrattas  to  come  immediately  to  those 
L  Tabic  terms  of  peace  which  we,  afterwards,  had  with 
Lution. 

that  period,  does  the  honourable  Manager  forget  that  S'^r.^'^!'/. 
M  AH  had   been  furnisht-d  with  the  assistance  of  the 
•Ji — that  about    3,000    troops  had   been   landed    in 

1  ary,  17S2,  upon  tlie  coast  of  Coromandel,  joining  with 
^  the  attack  of  Cuddnlore,  wliiclu  presently,  fell  before 
3rce?  Does  Ikj  forG;et  the  attack  of  the  army  imder 
cjI  Draithwaite  ?     Does    he   iorget   all    the    calamities 

followed  after  the  Mahratta  peace  had  taken  place, 

Crenend  Alatthews  occasioned  a  diversion  of  the  force 

cler  Ali  from  the  Carnati(»,  and  brought  it  down,  partly 

lis    negligence    and    improvidence — perhnps    avarice, 

g'tlic  rest — brought  down  the  aceunudated  force  of  H  vder 

Does  he   forget  the  number  of  armies  that  sprouted 

tcr  that — a  sort  of  iron  harvest  in   the  west — all  sus- 

I,  if  not  imn»ediatelv  from  Beui^al,  throu^rh  the  medium 

>xnbay — itself  fostered,  cherished,  maintained  and  pro- 

1,  by  the  outstretched  and  maintaining  arm  of  Jiengal  ? 

od  God  I   it  is  a  i)ropositi()n  so  hazardous,  that  I  cannot 

ive  how  the  honourable  <;entleman  should  have  ventured 

ake  it  ;    unless   he  reckoned,   from  our  supineness  and 

gence,    that   we  should    not  venture  to   contradict  it. 

We  are  warranted,  bv  the    most  correct  ac»iuaint{uie(» 

the   facts   at    that   time,    to  mve   it  an    answer.     Tlie 

!^  of  arithmetic  are  the  best  refutation  to  give  a  charge 

Jat  sort.     Year  alter  year,  krors  u])on  krors  were  heapi?d  inrn-aHoof 

n  our  debt.     Mr.  Alaephcrson,  in  a  letter  dated  the  i:Uh  *'"'^«*^»<- 

•larch,  1 78i5,  states  that  the  ( iovemment  had,  in  the  period 

ivcen  the  3()th  of  S(M»tembcr — but  thirteen  <]av<  before  tlir* 

dusion  of  this  tn-atv,  <»f  the  13th  of  October,  with  Madaii 

idia — supjilied  to   the  (»xiLrencics  of  Madras  and  Iiond>av 

088  tlian   ab(»ve  two  n:illi"ns   ain]  cdd   himdri'i]  tluMwand 
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revent  the  Nawab  from  sciziDg  upon  those  treasures —  21  Feb.  iroa. 
lid  withdraw  that  intervention  and  obstruction,  when 
amity,  wliioh    was  the  only  consideration  upon  which 
obstruction  was  interposed,  had  ceased  to  exist,  and  was 
erted  into  active  purposes  of  hostility  and  defiance  ? 
herefore,  il'  these  facts  be  bottomed   in  unquestionable  Guiiiy  con- 
city — if  the  Begum's  ministers  did  make  these  levies  in  thc*Bjgum. 
place  of  her  residence — if  they  despatched   this  force 
she  had  fiill  notice  of  it,  at  the  very  instant  when  she 
3  have  punished,  or  at  least  could  have  inquired  into  it, 
does   neither — when  the  persons  who  acted,  dare  not 
I  acted  in  situations  of  such  peril,  without  not  only  her 
led  but  her  positive  authority — will  any  person  doubt 

she  had  a  guilty  communication  in  the  very  acts  that 
immediate  agents  were  transacting  ?     And,  if  it  be  so.  Justification 
sonsequonce  is  natural  and  necessary,  that  the  guarantee  SmraUf 
g,  like  all  other  covenants  between  nations,  in  the  nature  JJj^*^*****^' 
nditioiiB,  one  party  failing,  the  other  is  necessarily  released 
I  any  obligation  to  perform  it. 

iiquestionably,    the  Company    was   released   from   any 
pition  further  to  suiierintcnd  the  performance  of  that 
7f ;  and,  being  so  released,  the  Wazir  re-entered  into  his 
richts,   and   our   demands   for   our   debt    immediately  Rcvivni  of 
jhed  upon  those  rights  into  which  he  so  re-entered.    The  n^iitso'ir' 

thing  that  prevented  his  seizing  them  had  been  thc^***-**"^"*""- 
mention  of  the  English;  and  he  had  a  further  reason 
'Warranted  his  so  doing,  for  the  infliction  of  punishment 
.  those  subjects  who  had  drawn  him,  if  we  had  been 
rsely  dispo^sed,  into  a  situation  of  peril  with  respect  to 
nation ;  for  any  assistance  of  theirs  might  have  l)een 
dered  as  an  act  of  hostility  on  the  part  of  the  aggregate 
n  of  which  he  is  the  sovereign,  and  might  have  sub- 
:!  him  immediately  to  the  consequence  of  all  those  acts 
b  were  done  in  the  first  instance  by  them.  That,  there- 
released  us  from  any  obligation  to  enforce  the  guarantee; 
leased  the  Wazir  from  any  obligation  to  grant  them 
•encfitof  it,  having  forfeited  it  by  their  misconduct;  and, 
'tirse,  intitled  us  to  exercise  our  rights  for  full  indemnifi- 
1  out  c»f  the  treasures  of  the  Wazir.  The  seizure  of  the 
ire  beinsc  thus  warranted  upon  every  principle  of  policy 
acn  nation  and  nation,  and  upon   the  same  principle 

^hich  covenants  and  contracts  can  be  fairly  construed 
^n  man  and  man,  we  were  warranted  in  seizing  the 
ive. 
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r  the  terms  of  this  treaty,  to  which  the  Company  were  2irKi^i702. 
every  benefit  he  had  enjoyed  before — 1  mean  all  tliose 
om  the  (.'ompany  were  interested?     Wc  stipulated,  Tiuiainmni 
re,  that  the  liegums  should  receive  the  net  amount  of  tiu-irj^-irs 
igirs  throuirli  the  Company's  IJesident.     If  they  did  fo1h!!'ijc- 
"Was  some  fault  in  the  arrangement  of  his  office.     It  *^'""'*- 
s  duty  of  the  immediate  llc-fident,  but  no  part  of  the 
-'  ilr.  Hastings,  necessarily  and  immediately,  to  see 
L€  contract  secured  to  these  women  all  the  benefits 
%A  a  ricjht   to  possess,  and  restrained  the  sovereign 
laking  that  general  rcgulition  which,  for  the  benefit 
M)untry  and  people,  is  made  to  all  otliers,  giving  just 
sation  to  tlie  party  injured  by  it. 
very  bill  of  inclosure,  the  ])rinciple  is,  that  the  state 
!^w  modify  the  property  of  individuals,  where  the  pro- 
I,  in  the  mode  of  its  enjoyment,  injurious  to  the  state, 
Enpensation  can  be  conveniently  made.      \Vhen  the 
>f  Chunar  was  signed,  was  Mr.  Hastings  warranted 
klace  or  consent  to  the  introduction  in  that  treaty  of 
contained  in  it  respecting  these  jagirs  ?     I  am  aware 
Jkerwards,  in  writing  upon  the  subject  of  the  resump- 
&  mixes  a  knowledge  of  that  which  he  had  recently 
Bd  with  that  measure  and  the  j)olicy  of  it,  as  he  had 
fcUy  considered  it,  without  any  violation  of  duty  on  the 
f  the  JJeffums.     IJut   it  wants  the    aid  of  no  other 
ttion  to  sustain  it,  than  that   Mr.  Hastings  was  war- 
in  permitting  the  sovereign  of  the  country  to  do  that 
every  sovereign,  in  every  country,  takes  the  liberty  of 
for  the  general  beneiit  and  weal  of  the  country  at 
—I   mean  to  make   a   new  modification   of  property, 
compensation. 

the  course  of  Mr.  Hastings'  journey  up  the  country,  i»rrs«'iits 
eivcd  other  presents,  which  ari^  the  subjects  of  charge  fnmrKH- 
iived  equally  for  the  public  service  and  ecjually  apjJied  iS|J;"si,^;J'^" 
"-I  mean  the    presents  from  Kelleram,   Cullian   Sing  ""•'  Numiu- 
limdulol,  which  were  inuncHliately,  as  well  lus  that  from 
razir,  thrown  into   the  public  coffer.     That  from   the  raid  into 
rwas  innufdiMtely  transmittal  tf»  the   paymaster  and! 
»the  troops.     Thesi*  fn»m  Kelleram,  Cullian  Sing  and 
lulol,  were  inune'liately  i)ai(l,  under  the  head  of  durbar 
es,  into  the  i)ul)lic  excheipier,  and  could  not  be  drawn 
f  Mr.  Hastings,  for  any  corrupt  purj)ose  oi  his  own,  or 
urpose,  without  a  notification,  in  a  considenible  degree. 
I  immediate  pur{>ose  for  which  those  sums  were  meant  to 
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1  What  does  Major  Gilpin  ?  He  did  that  which,  as  siPebjitw. 
tish  officer,  it  highly  became  him  to  do :  he  saw  they  Assivtanctj 
in  a  situation  of  distress  from  which  he  could  relieve  Jfj^^r*^  ^'^ 
by  the  application  of  some  funds  within  his  controul,  ^^p"'- 
lo  immediately  issues  10,000  rupees  for  that  purpose. 
Berwards  applies  to  the  Wazir,  and  is  repaid  this  money 
aid,  however,  with  some  reproof  for  his  interference  in 
Btter,  which  the  Wazir  considered  as  an  encroachment 
liis  rights,  and  an  interference  in  a  matter  which  was 
•  domestic  and  personal  to  himself  However,  all  the 
stion  we  had  with  it  was,  to  relieve  these  people  from 
fl  and  to  remedy  the  faults  of  others.  And  now,  as  a 
»te,  satisfactory,  conclusive,  testimony  upon  this  sub- 
will  read  that  which  Major  Gilpin  says — whose  name 
es  implicit  credit  with  every  person  who  has  heard  his 
3ny  or  knows  that  any  testimony  by  him  has  been 
I  will  read  it — and  here  close,  Jis  far  as  respects  this 
b,  my  exculpation  of  every  person  connected  with  the 
I  name  from  any  share  in  having  procured,  or  con- 
id  to,  any  part  of  the  distresses  these  women  expe- 
1  at  this  time. 

or  Gih)in  is  asked,  whether  the  seizure  of  the  Bejrums'  Major 
res  or  their  jngirs  could  in  any  respect  contribute  to  evidoncc. 
itresses  that  were  experienced  by  the  Khurd  Mahal, 
luwer  is, — 

do  not  sec  that  it  could,  in  any  respect.'  *  \)o  you  know  whether 
siiure  in  which  the  Enj^lish  were  at  all  concerned  could  proiluce, 
toy  dejpree  contrihute  to  those  distresses  ? '  *  I  do  not  think 
le  interference  of  the  English  could  have  afTected  the  establish- 
tf  the  Khurd  Mahal  in  any  resjjcct/  "  * 

^  Lords,  I  will  not  trouble  you  on  this  head  further.  SufficiMiryof 

estimony  of  this  gallant  and  honourable  officer,  himself  iiM«xcui^"** 

ewitness  of  the  distresses,  himself  knowing  how  they  BritSSi^'*** 

occasioned,  and  endeavouring  to  obviate  and  having  °"*"^ 

:ed  these  distresses,  will  countervail  a  crowd  of  t€sti- 

on  the  other  side,  if  there  were  any.     Hut  there  is  not 

ticle  of  evidence  on  the  other  side  to  put  into  the 

itc  scale  ;  there  is  not  any  evidence  which  does  or  can 

;e  to  the  English  any  interference  in  these  distresses, 

th  being,  mediately  or  immediately,  the  cause  of  their 

incc  or  continuance. 


CM»-examinatioD  of  .^I^jor  (iilpin,  28tli  May,   1 788.-»Prinfied  in  the 
feet  of  the  Evidcuce/*  p.  887. 
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Colonel  IJr'.'-l.w;-"--  :  I  ^'  -  ;.•  :'  rj.  r  i.li  i:.  i -I-. :::':;. - 
rhicli  ti-llnv.-.-j  .;  ;■  :!.  .M  ."..  .-.:  ;■  .■:■  !.-.  1  :..!<.';>■: -v'. 
rhcxi  (JLU'.Wi'.  M:-**:..v.  -  -i-:  :;  1  i -{iv  r-'-.u  -  ;"  tl  ..  :\tiw 
»f  llydiT  A  I:  :.'.;  .  •"  i  •  ..;■  :.*i  ■.  ■.,:.l  1  ;.'i:^:.t  i:  '.i  'wn.  |  .inly 
roni  hi^  n- ::"_■:.' ■  ...]  i...:-r  \' i  ::!•: — i  :!:.'i--  :i\:j:-.'f. 
,nioii;rtiMj  rt-t  -  I.;-  ji-:  ■:  ■..:.:!, .  M-un.uL.tvI  :'^'):\-  *-.:  Ilvil-  r 
^.li  ?  l)or-  h':  l'-:_.::  tl.  .  ::^iiiilifr  <  t' ;.r:i.'.->  t!.;:l  .-pr.»u:;il 
ip  aftur  tij.ii— .\  - 'i:  ..i  ;••  •  l.irvi.-rT  i:i  il;r  v.\-i^:ill  -u- 
aiiicJy  iln-'i  'mi:!- «lia;..I  ■  :i»-:.-  li«.i'.:..il,  ihr.-iiul?  il:*-  ni.Hiiinii 
*f  Boinbiiv--  It-' Ir  t"i-:<  1-'  \  ■■lur>li''l,  i:i:.ir.t:jiii'il  :intl  ]  n- 
ectc.'il.  by  r!.«  «.i:t-ri-*':'.li-  <l  nn'l  iii;ii:itiiiiii!_i"  mtim  nt'  lu-nu:!!  : 
Good  (ir^'l!  it  i-  i  [»r  jio.-iti'Ti  .-"  li:i/.:i'"<I»i!-.  tli:it  I  raMiioi 
aonCfivc-  Low  tlu-  li.-:iO:r.';i!»i;-  l^  ntkiiKm  .-li-  ;il  1  liavi-  Viiiiiin-l 

I 

to   iiiak'i;:   it;    liJiii-.-    ho   ri-i-kmifil.    {r..!ri  diir -ijjiiia  m  ^^  nii'l 
ticgli;j:t*ijrf,    iliat    \v  ■   -i.utiil     noi    vtMiturr   t<»    ('(iiitri'.'ru'l    il. 
liut    we  :i;'c   -.varrjiitri!     !i\-   iliv    ;:ii»sl    rorri-i'i    ai'tMiaintaiii'.' 
witli    til'.-    t;.ft-    at    !liar    tl::  -.    tn    /iw*    it    an     answer.      'V\\r 
fipircr^  nj"  ari^Mii  'tl'"  -aw  tlu-  \n-X   ivfiitatiuii  t«»  p\r  a  rliarLr* 
of  that  .-urt.      Yriw  alU'r  yrar,  krnrs  umoii  krur-  wi-n*  luapi'l  lu.  i,:>K,.,.r 
upon  tMir  '!tkt.      Mr.  MarpiK  i-cii.  in  a  IctM-r  «latr<l  \\w  KJtli  ""  '''"'''' 
of  Manli.  I  ~X'.\.  -^tatt  s  that  tlic  ( Ii)v<'rniiuMil  Ii:mI.  in  tin'  pi-riofl 
betwr-fMi  tlK"  .'Jntli  nt' S»'j,n-nni«r    -hiit  tliirttM-n  day-  hclnrr  tk.' 
concl«:-i'in  nf  tki- tn  atw  <•!' i)i.-  l.'^tli  ui"  ( )f|niu  r,  w  iik  Madail 
S<'india-    *n|»])rHMl  to    tlii'  i  \ii»'!icii     *>{    Malra-  :»nd  Iini-ili.jv 
IHj  !«'.«•-  tkan    m1».i\--  (W'I  ii:'ii'i    ::-    a---    -'Id    'r,MJi!u-d  lliiui-Mnd 
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r  it  fare  with  him,  at  a  future  day,  as  he  has  been  21  Fbb.  1792. 

of  the  feelings  of  liumanity  and  justice  with  respect 
y  being  with  whom  he  has  been  connected,  upon 
sasion!  I  appeal  to  the  thanks  of  a  grateful  and 
sd  land.' 

Lords,  I  will  now  advert  shortly  to  two  other  topics, 
in  no  regular  place,  before  I  come  to  a  conclusion — 
ay  be  I  think  introduced  here  —  I  mean,  the  two 
ta  with  respect  to  which  Mr.  Hastings  has  been  par- 
j  criminated.  I  will  not  detain  your  Lordships  for  a  Mr.  i^vXlw 
t  upon  Mr.  Belli's  agency,  because  one  word  puts  all  "♦^"^'^• 
lutation  upon  that  subject  out  of  doors.     Mr.  Belli 

agent  for  supplying  Fort  William  with  proyisions. 
mcy  was  approved  by  this  single  fact,  that,  when  the 
IDA  which  ho  had  laid  in  by  agency  for  the  Company 
Id  out  again,  so  provident  hud  he  been  in  the  execution 
trust,  that  they  sold,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Company, 
:  twice  the  sum  he  had  charged  for  them.    So  much 

BcUi's  contract  I 

spect  to  the  bullock  contract,  some  part  of  the  blame  Tiiebuiiocsk 
.8  been  thrown  upon  that  is  in  respect  to  the  inordi- 
mber  of  bullocks  employed  ;  and  it  has  been  treated 
tter  perfectly  ludicrous  to  suppose  that  6,700  bullocks  Number  of 
be  at  all  wanting  for  all  the  combined  force  of  Bengal  be  pro\4({«i. 
Sther ; — for  it  is  for  all  the  armies  of  Bengal  that,  in 
r  1779,  these  were  provided. 
Francis  says, — 

ruth,  I  might  \^ith  great  reason  ask,  what  occasion  have  we  for  Mr.  PmnciN* 
iahment  of  bullocks  anywhere  ?  "  ••stimaio  of 

•'  ^  number 

fterwaids  extremely  shocked  with  the  number  of  the  >^"i'^*<*- 
to  be  employed  for  the  care  of  these  animals.     He 

number  ot  bullock  drivers  proposed  appears  to  be  highly 
lUl  to  the  j^ood  of  the  ser\'ice.  It  would  not  be  credited  in 
that  twelve  bullocks  should  require  seven  keepers." 

n  delivers  in  an  estimate  of  the  total  draught  and 
B  bullocks  which  were  necessary  to  be  employed  for 
lolc  army,  supposing  it  to  be  in  motion  and  on 
service;  and  the  whole  estimate  he  allows  for  all  the 

is — draught  bullocks  *2,5S6,  and  carriage   bullocks 

total  for  both  services  3,931. 

,  there  may  be  a  very  great  difference  in  the  strength 
sfulness  of  the  bullock  employed   upon  the  coast  of  ^ 
indel  compared  with  the  same  animal  in  Bengal,  yet,  ^th'niumh" 


DtWO  pBU 
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ll  irv.  first  of  nil,  aoc; 
■  TV  6rM  tinw  that  It  i 
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proposals  were  accepted,  as  the  lowest.     Mr.  Griffiths  21  fkd.i?j2. 
to  .supjJy   the  Company  with    this   article  at   IOOiowcmT" 
I  chest.     This  was  considerably  less  than   the  sum  Jljygl*^'' *"* 
le  Patna  Council  gave,  who,  being  resident  upon  the 
re  likely  to  have  had  c(>usiderai)le  means  of  accpiaint- 
h.  the  articU'.  and,  with  that  sort  of  attention  that 
irson  has  to  hi.-  own  interest,  were  likely  to  have 
it  as  cheap  as  lliey  could.      It  is  in  evidence  by 
mg,  tliat  they  had  given  for  this  very  article  between 
three  hundred  ruptics  a  chest. 

30n tract  having  ])ecn  reduced  so  low  as  190  rupees 
by  a  person  accepted  as  the  lowest  of  thirteen  bid- 
j  persons  in  charg(^  of  the  government  conceived  they 
ty  nearly  asccrtaino<l  its  vahie ;  and,  therefore,  after 
ration  of  the  contract  with  j\Ir.  Griftiths,  which  was 
id  for  one  year  more,  upon  some  representation  of  hie,  iinprovt-d 
the  year  1777,  grant<;d  it  to  Mr.  Mackenzie  at  the  t^JJItnwt  in 
Le  ;  only  liaving  a  j)remium  ol'  10,000  rupees  a  year,  ^"^' 
to  induce  them  to  ijrant  a  contract  to  him  for  three 
•His  contract   was  better  to  the   Company  by  the 
of  10,000  rui)ees  a  vcar.     At   the  expiration  of  the  R^vrautpf 

Ti  r       T«    *'      •  1/1  1  /-11  •  1        contract  to 

B  contnict — Mr.   rrancis  and  (leneral  Clavenng  bc-3ir.Mac- 
XL  members  ol   the  Louncii — upon   their  proposition,  Mr. Franrts 
tract  is  granted  to  Mr.  ^lackenzie  for  three  years,  J^//^\5!jj";g.^ 
be  same  terms  as  to  (JrifKths,    with    the  allowance  i'*^'!**'**^* 
K)0    rupees    a    year.       Mr.    Hastings    had    no    Avish 

;  he  adopted  the  terms,  thinking  them  reasonable 
r.  The  (/ompauy,  hearing  of  this  being  granted, 
It  it  had  been  granted  without  fresh  proposals, 
uming  that  no  inijuiry  had  been  made  resi)eeting 
e,  blame  that  contract.  That  contract  expires  in 
d[r.  Francis  and  Mr.  Hastings  beinir  then  at  the 
If   there   is    any    blame    imputable    to    the    grant     , 

contract  to  any  particular  favoured  individual,  it 
le  in  that  grant  which  fi^llowed  almost  immediately 
e  onlers  coniained   in   the   letter  of  the  2M  of  De- 

177H,  in  whiirli  the  (\»m|)any  had  intimated  their 
ire  at  the  trrant  of  the  contract  to  Mr.  ^Mackenzie. 
ter  arrived  before  the  .-rccond  grant  of  the  contract 
Mackenzie,  for  the  enlarged  term  of  one  year.  If 
any  blame,  it  is  in  thtit  grant,  made  so  recently  after 
ehen-'ion  of  the  court  of  Directors;   yet  Mr.  Francis 

in  it—  or,  more  properly  s|)eaking,  he  moves  it,  for 

the    object  of  his  nomination    hat  this  contract  is 

u  U 
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of  jNTr.  Wheler;  yet  he  suggest od  it  rightly  and  lor  «  fkb.  i7w 
icfit  of  the  Comi>auy.  The  sending  opium  to  China 
Deasure  suirgcstcd  so  long  ago  Jis  177*3,  by  the  Patna 
1  itself,  conceiving  it  an  article  that  would  have,  as 
tionably  it  ha?,  a  better  vent  in  that  country  than 
are.  But  J\lr.  IIastini:;s  is  blamed  on  account  of 
asequcntial  lo.ss  that  liappened  there,  as  if  he  was  i^issfrom 
lade,  here  at  your  bar,  to  stand  insurer  against  the  ae-  JJJ^iT^^^'^ 

of  Avar,  the  calamities  of  seizm'e,  and  any  other 
t  that  may  hai)pen.  Three  hundred  chests  were  sold,  at 
0U8  profit  upon  them ;  and,  if  the  vessel  htul  not  been 
d — and  it  is  too  much  to  com^eive  Mr.  Hastings  is 
or  that  act  of  cai)turc — if  the  whole  had  been  sold 
.e  same  proportionate  degree  of  profit  which  the  three 
i  chests  produced,  it  would  have  been  a  most  bene- 
mcern  to  the  Company. 

I,  as  to  the  cargo  of  the  Nonsuch,  it  is  stated  that 
I8ting3  sent  it  to  a  losing  market ;  that,  actually,  even  i/xwonsaic 
a,  it  sold  but  for  210  rupees  a  chest,  which  would  by  Kenou"o?thc 
kns  pay  the  expenses  of  freight,  by  no  means  i)ay  »"»^"*'8**- 
ranee  of  money  and  other  contingent  charges.      If 
mmodity  had,   as  tlic    suj)ercargoes   say,  arrived  in 
oe — for    the  blame  is    divided  between  the    super- 
en  the  one  hand,  and  the  captain  on  the  other — it 
have    sold  for  the    average  j)rice  of  340  rupees  a 

If,  arriving  as  it  did,  it  had  been  sold  by  the  supcr- 
'ith  the  same  diligent  attention  to  the  interests  of  the 
xy  as  he  paid  to  his  own  interest,  when  he  sold  liis 
vould  have  |)rodugcd  to  them,  as  it  did  to  him,  340 
^  chest.  So  that,  take  eitluT  tlie  suj»ercargo's  account 
account  of  the  captain,  if  tlion^  had  not  been  negli- 
ti  either  one  or  the  c?ther,  it  would  have  arrived  to  a 
al  market  for  the  Company. 

last  objection  to  this  contract  is,  that  it  is  a  contra- ^|^i*j^t'jjP^o 
rafHc.  I  <lo  lint  know  that  any  nations  very  much  as  t>ontni- 
r  whether  they  arc  guilty  of  an  infraction  of  the 
aws  of  any  other  country,  in  running  commodities 
'  to  tlie  \)enalties  of  coniiscation  by  that  country.  I 
Bubject  to  corre(?ti<»n,  but  I  do  not  know  that  it  ever 
itter  of  nmch  complaint  between  France  and  us,  that 
m  their  brnn<lv  into  thi'=i  country-,  or  we  our  woollen 
into  thai.  Mach  is  subject  to  the  penalty  of  confis- 
if  caught  ;  and,  further  than  enforcing  the  general 
f  the  country,   I  believtj  no  state  interferes  in  that 

I.  V  '2 


1 

^^^^F        Dateh.  ud  let  tbcn  aaw 
ll«  watw«rl.  «W>«  the 
fcicfa  it.'     IT  ■  thing  M  to 

.tf^cMK,  or  dinKtlT.  ««■ 

Bwrr   in    ibc   mUeifa^ 
amtwci  but  two  wee  toj 
n^lcM  eonmOT  tfaat  I  tas 

S£  pMtt  frMi  -vrbidi  w«  did 
BOBOic  (k^me  m  Boch 
mufer  mU  the  difficnltia  ^ 
of  iiydcr  AIT*  rrccat  me 
aMrtaacxoT  ^kooe,  thm 

iJKRitorUwMBhnttii 
m  (Iw  otW,  md  tavum 
tloiu  of  Goddotd  in  the  Gi 
iw   auv  for  pcMe.     They 
depeiKknt  uWt  which   t 
tnltm^     They  (p»v>B  o»,  ti 

speech  of  Mr.  Law.  G77 

supplies   Lord    Cornwallis,  if  not  with   active  21  Peb.  i7w. 
i  least  with  all  those  sui>plie8  which  give  energy 
.  under  his  command. 

Dgs,  having  brought   the  measures   of  his  ad- 
nearly  to  a  close,  towards  the  beginning  of  the 
bund  himself  at  leisure  from  the  other  great 
the  empire  that  pressed  upon   him  to  pursue  Sfttioment 
1  attention  the  only  subject  that  remained  yet  bara^ini 
3d — I  mean,  the  formal  adjustment  of  the  em- Jj[jjjj;^  **' 
lirs  of  the  jcovernment  of  Oude.     He  besought 
8  to  intrust  to  him  that  commission.     He  had 
from  the  Wazir,  desiring  him  to  lend  hin\  his 
this  business  of  the  final  adjustment  and  settle- 
intricate  and    difficult  concerns.     The  Wazir, 
had  been  by  some  recent  interference  in  the 
uagement  of  his    family  by  Mr.  Bristow,  was 
r  every  security  that  could  be  required  for  the 
nnent  of  the  subsidy,  which  could  alone  war- 
8  declared  repugnance  to  it,  the  continuance  of 
in  that  country.      How  the  Wazir  felt  upon  Besentment 
how  he  was  goaded  by  the  language   used  by  vfaair  of 
—to  whom  I  do  not  mean  to  impute  blame,  any  }J^  m^"^ 
is  necessary  to  explain  the  measure  Mr.  Hast-  Bristow. 
,  at  this  period,  of  the  removal  of  all  Residents 
ppears  from  the  evidence. 

igs  addressed  himself  to  this  prince  through  the 
the  Ilesident,  [wlio  used]  language  which  ccr- 
l   not  be  held  to  any  prince  who   claims   the 
r  show  of  kingly  power.     He  asks  him  why  he  Mr.  Bns- 
3  keep  so  many  elephants  and  horses  ?     Why  giiagju  not 
lantities  of  provisions  dressed  in  his  kitchen  ?]  with^Mr?^ 
►t  (juite   consi.^tent  with   the  directions  of  Mr.  "jjjj^*^' 
10  had  ordered  him  to  show  him  every  mark  of  tiona. 
lat  the  Wazir  felt  upon  this  occasion  his  own 
eling  laiiLTuage  will  express,  as  conveyed  by  his 
Ir.  Bri^tow  : — 

►intnu-nts,"    ho  said,  '*  would   n\lt'rt  dis^^racc   and  con-  The  Wazir's 

»  Hi^lnu'ss,    since    it  would   bocomo    aj)parent   that  the  JJrances 

I  nr)  ])()\ver  over  liis  hoiist'hold  [^cstahlishmonts,  domestics, 

irriaj^e  luid  burden  ;  ti>  ask   hiui  why  he  thus  persecuted 

lini, — adding.  'The  lilfh'  which  (alls  to  my  lot.  even  thatj 

V  me  to  eat   in   pea<'e  and  (|uiotn(ss/     This  declaration  is 

1th  tears  of  anmiisli."  " 


\\  letter  '.fllvda-  r»c;j:  ICiian  to  Mr.  I lastini^s,  received  2Sth 
rinted  in  the  "Miiuil<'S  of  th'*  Evid^•nee,"  p.  :32S. 
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reowifidcr  a  debt  aocruit^  it 
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ohvqotir.  Uawerer,  tlu»  mx 
rcaluwd.  Kvca  io  tbe  aunt 
dol't  wiM*  re^lucvd  ta  58  loes  * 
tbo  appointeil  ioftalaicatat  in 
Hr.  Uiwttngy  did  not  tnt 
tiiew  tunngDniatittf  ;  ho  coat 
only  the  g^nond  ouiluic  mi 
hiui.'<tf  tJi<of  fniui  ttie  tuim 
gnrv-  tho  Wiuir  nnd  hU  mitut 
iiii)ri>4:n>k-oDV ;  tmti,  to  coDfii 
Mr.  Hnedn;^  did,  at  bu  evci 
power  with  wlioDi  ho  i 
naelKiL  tnwi.  tJin  W& 
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e  left  tlie    Wazir,  who  accompanied  hiin   several  21  fbb.  179a. 

■  his  journey,  reluctantly,  parting  with  liim;  1^,  at 

that  country  which  was  to  be  the  source  of  sixteen 

preuty  charges,  accompanied  and  pursued  by  its  un- 

blcssings  and  its  ineffectual  prayers. 

companicd  the  measures  by  an  assurance  that  that  Mr.  iiast- 

lich  he  pledged  in  his  own  person  for  the  security  mSltlnai^ 

ifiil  exercise  of  every  function  of  government  in  liis  iuwcediiig 

utry,  should  be  faithfully  observed  by  his  succes-  Govmi- 

hat  pledge  his  successors  have  enabled  him  to  keep — 

e  especially,  that  exalted  person  now  in  the  charge  of 

iflh  affairs  in  that  country,  who  has  made  no  other 

a  in  the  plan  laid  down  by   Mr.  Hastings,  but  in 

lects  as  he  himself  states  [were  made],  in  order  to 

J  principles  of  tliat  reform  and  adjustment  into  more 

t.     And  such  has  been  the  good  understanding  of 

ce  of  that  country   and   every    person   under   his 

ent,  that  the  minister  has,  I  understand,  voluntarily 

Lord   Comwallis  with  a  loan  of  twenty-two  lacs, 
any  interest. 
is  period,  he  achieved  the  only  thing  remaining  to  be  Reconciiui- 

restore  harnu my  throughout  the  dominions  of  the  waiu- and 
•he  suggested  a  perJ'ect  reconciliation  between  the  ^<^p**"- 
id  his  mother ;  he  advised  him  to  go  and,  for  the 
peace  at  least,  to  nuike  the  Begums  a  voluntary 
►f  their  jaf^irs.  '^I'hcir  minds  were  predis{)osed  to 
>roper  use  of  that  g(;nerous  offer ;  they  voluntarily 
I  a  lar^e  j)()rtion  of  tln'S(j  ja^irs  to  the  immodiiite  dis- 
f  the  Wnzir.  The  minister,  under  the  same  idea  of 
31,  voluntarily  sacriiiccd  seven  lacs  a  year,  out  often 
rquisitcs  and  emoluments;  together  constituting  a 
(vanls  relieving  the  W  azir  out  of  his  distressed 
• 

ords,  I  have  now  C()n<lucted  the  j)romised  detail  and  i^*tiroinont 
ion  of  the  principal  events  and  measures  of  the  l)e- inirs  from 
I  lonj^  and  anluous  government  to  that  j)eriod  when,  ^*"**' 
isfying  to  the  mo.st  enlarged  extent  every  demand  of 
ic  service,  he  thought  himself,  for  the  first  time,  at 
0  meditate  a  retirement  from  that  active  situation  of 
iity  which  he  was  now  able  to  <|uit  witlnmt  a  crime — 
it  which  he  had  not  ])ermitte(l  himself  to  entertain 
IS  there  existed,  in  act  or  menace,  one  enemy  of  the 
lame  throughout  the  whole  continent  of  India. 
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)sals  were  accepted,  as  the  lowest     Mr.  Griffiths  21  Fkd.i7s«. 
upjily  the  Coinpany  with    this   article  at   1 90  iowoiit~ 
est.     This  wa8  considerably  less  than   the  sum  {ij^^*^' *"* 
itna  Council  gave,  who,  being  resident  upon  the 
vcly  to  have  had  considerable  means  of  acquaint- 
le  articK',  and,  with  that  sort  of  attention  that 

\vd<  to  liis  own  interest,  were  likely  to  have 
5  cheap  as  they  could.  It  is  in  evidence  by 
that  they  had  given  for  this  very  article  between 
c  hundred  rupees  a  chest. 

•act  having  been  reduced  so  low  as  190  rupees 
(I  person  accepted  :is  the  lowest  of  thirteen  bid- 
sons  in  charge  of  the  government  conceived  they 
early  ascertained  its  value ;  and,  thei*efore,  after 
n  of  the  contract  with  Mr.  Griffiths,  which  was 
r  one  year  more,  upon  some  rei)resentation  of  his,  improvi>d 
year  1777,  granted  it  to  Mr.  Mackenzie  at  thcco^Aictin 
mly  haviug  a  j)remium  of  !  0,000  rupees  a  year,  *'^' 
iduce  them  to  ii;rant  a  contract  to  him  for  three 

contract   was   better  to  the  Company  by  the 
0,000  rupees  a  year.     At   the  expiration  of  the  ^^^^JJJJJrJ 
tract — Mr.   Francis  and  General  Clavering  be-Mr.Mac- 
;mb(Ts  ol'  the  Council — upon  their  proposition,  5i"Vraiicis 

is  grnntod  to  Mr.  ^Mackenzie  for  three  years,  J^JJ^^JJ^Il^-j^ 
ime  terms  as  to  (Jriffiths,    with    the  allowance  Proposal, 
nipoes    :i    year.       Mr.    Hastings    had    no    wish 
J  adopted  the  terms,  thinking  them  reasonable 
The  (/omj)any,  Inniring    of  tliis  being  granted, 

had  been  granted  without  fresh  proposals, 
g  that  no  inquiry  had  been  made  res])ecting 
lame  that  contract.  That  contract  expires  in 
Francis  and  Mr.  llastimjs  beiuir  then  at  the 
there  is  any  blame  imj)utable  to  the  grant  , 
:ract  to  any  particular  favoured  individual,  it 
that  ^j^nxut  wliieh  followed  almost  immediately 
lers  contained  in  tlie  letter  r)f  the  2'3d  of  De- 
S,  in  whieli  the  Company  had  intimated  their 
t  the  irrant  of  the  contraet  to  Mr.  Mackenzie. 
irrived  before  the  second  grant  of  the  contract 
:enzie,  for  tlie  <*nlarge(l  term  of  one  year.  If 
blame,  it  is  in  that  grant,  made  so  recently  after 
sion  of  the  court  of  Directors  ;  yet  Mr.  Francis 
t — or,  more  ])roperly  ^j)eaking,  he  moves  it,  for 

object  of  his  nominotion    hat  this  contract  is 

u  U 


but   i: 

tnei  ■■■■ .  -       ■.  in  an 

tin  ojiimirjr  tr^u  ui^l  iba  t 
(nrcunMtatKTtw  together,  the  i 
ccrtiuri  dtrgr*^  wut«p,  inaoiii 
to  a  ccrtfun  (lonfrco  of  greacc 
WM  in  tlic  (fuiut  tinu'  when  i 
Mr.  ^[tt(!koIudt. 

Y,..H'  I  ....I-l;..-  -ni  ^.„., 
that,   i 

■twiy 

wWcli  li>.'  mijilil  ei-uvott  it  II 
of  Buy  nilicr  jHsnoa — yet  ( 
all  ttiM  kivt'ivlMl^  DpnQ  ibc 
more  nkclv  tu  turn  it  to  » 
bccQ  ehul  111  liuvv  giJt  rid  of 
— ^in  17^1  ;  oail  »  eubjod  t 
«tnted  tlint,  id  noe  uiglit,  iom 
)tiM  uf  iMi  Ims  than  1,0001, 
tiiii  bufinca*  u  vtutod  to  «: 
[]4«.(HHt/.]' 

Mr.  ilastbge  hnvingr  bv  a 
bo  etatei],  cuvertoioctl,  us  ue  i 

^^ifaiilMiii^By 
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;ion  of  IMr.  Wholcr;  yet  lu;  suggest od  it  rightly  and  for  ii  fld.  nw 
benefit  of  the  Comj)aiiy.  '.rhe  sending  opium  to  China 
a  measure  suggested  so  long  ago  a.s  177'>,  by  the  Patna 
JDcil  its-elf,  eonceiving  it  an  artiele  that  would  have,  as 
ucstionably  it  lias,  a  better  vent  in  that  eountry  than 
where.  I  Jul  ^Ir.  Hastings  is  blamed  on  aceount  of 
consequential  lo-s  that  hapj)ened  there,  as  if  he  was  Lns>  fnmi 
e  made,  here  at  your  bar,  to  stand  insurer  against  the  ac-  vefj^^i!^^^'^ 
ats  of  war,  the  eahunities  of  seizure,  and  any  other 
lent  that  may  happen.  Three  hun(h*ed  ehests  were  sold,  at 
ligious  ja'ofit  upon  them  ;  and,  if  the  vessel  had  not  been 
urcd  -  and  it  is  too  mueh  to  coneeive  ^Ir.  llastuigs  is 
.6  for  that  aet  of  (■ai)ture — if  the  whole  had  been  sold 
i  the  same  proportionate  degree  of  ])roiit  which  the  three 
jred  chests  produced,  ii  would  have  been  a  most  bene- 
1  concern  to  the  (.'ompany. 

hen,  as  to  the   cargo  i»f  the  Nonsuch,  it  is  stated  that 
Hastings  sent  it  to  a  losing  market ;  that,  actually,  even  T>»ssonsaio 
/hinn,  it.  sold  but  tor  210  rupees  a  chest,  which  would  by  j^nci"onhe 
means  pay  tlic  expenses  of  freight,  by  no  means  pay  *"i**'"*'^- 
advance  of  money  and  other  contingent  charges.      If 
commodity  liad,    as  the    supercargoes    say,  arrived  m 
time — for    the  blame   is    divider  I   between   the    snper- 
O,  on   the  one  hand,  and  the  captain  on  the  other — it 
Id  have    soM   for  the    average^   ]»rice   of   340  rupees  a 
t.     If,  arriving  as  it  did,  it  had  been  sold  by  the  super- 
ZDWith  the  same  diliirent  attention  to  the  interests  of  the 
^any  as  he  [>aid  to  his  own  interest,   when   he   sold  his 
.   it  wouhl  have  j)roduged  to  them,  as   it  did  to  him,  340 
es  a  elu'st.    So  that,  take  eltlh-r  the  supercargo's  aceount 
i«  ac(;ount  ol'  tln!  eaj)tain,   if  tlnu'c  had  not  been  negli- 
e  in  either  one  or  the  ether,   it  would  have  arrived  to  a 
Bcial  market  for  the  (\»m[)iuiy. 
^C  last   o])iection   to  this  contract  is,  that  it  is  a  contra- ^J'Vi<*<'ti"n  lo 

tratlic.      I   no  not    know  that  any  nations  very  much  as  com ra- 
^cr   whether   thev  are   iruiltv  ol'  an   infraction    of  the  *'""' 

laws  of  anv  other  eountrv,  in  rimninir  commculities 
'%St  to  the  [jcnalties  of  conil^cation  by  that  country.  I 
C  subject  to  correction,  but  I  do  not  kncnv  that  it  ever 
*iatt(.r  of  nnu'h  c<»mplaint  Ixitween  France  and  us,  that 
^un  their  br.indv  into  this  coinitrv,  or  we  our  woollen 
3  into  that.  Kach  i-  ^ul)ieel.  t(»  the  penalty  of  confis- 
V  if  cauglit  ;  and,  further  tlian  enforcing  the  general 
of  the  eountrv,   I   belie v(j  no  state  interl'eres  in  that 


1 

unlaw  wo  cttB  Msnd  »  0(w 

fcwli  it.  "      i 

altenJivur  tbc  inm^i'iimn. 
Dion!   in   Ihu    Ealitcrfii;!C 
nMmtioo  bat  two  more  in 
BBi^Wt  oiupaiM  Oiml  I  (Ml 

nraT**!^  p«occ  frritu  which  we  did 
nioait.iit  dcrim   mi  naofa 
tuiikr  cJI  the  djficultiea  i 
uf  HyiW  Ali'»  reouit  eoe 
WMtanw  of  Fnnoer,  then 
rriiifonsciiu'nt  wf  twm  1 1 
diflulvMoupw.  MMb]i  Sd 
tlie  not  of  the  MAbmtte  i 
oa  llw  otbcT,  and  bavinff 
tiotu  of  GxjddAnl  in  the  Gr> 
111   aue  fur  iigbcc.     Tbcy 
dflumdcnt  uUadt  wbiob  b 
Ml  loti^     Tbiiv  KKva  OS)  to 
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»ther,  supplies   Lord   CornwalHs,  if  not  with   active  21  Feb.  i7w. 
.nee,  at  least  with  all  those  supplies  which  give  energy 

troops  under  his  command. 

.  Hastings,  having  brought   the  measures   of  his  ad- 
lation  nearly  to  a  close,  towards  tlic  beginning  of  the 
1784,  found  himself  at  leisure  from  the  other  great 
ms  of  the  empire  that  pressed  upon   him  to  pursue  Spiiipmcnt 
Jevoted  attention  the  only  subject  that  remained  yet  {wni^ifa 
adjusted — 1  mean,  the  formal  adjustment  of  the  cm- J][jjj[;'' ®' 
aed  affairs  of  the  governiiicnt  of  Oude.     He  besought 
[leagues  to  intrust  to  him  that  commission.     lie  had 
dtation  from  the  Wazir,  desiring'  him  to  lend  hin\  his 
nee  in  this  business  of  the  finid  adjustment  and  settle- 
of  his  intricate  and   diiHcult  concerns.     The  Wazir, 

aa  he  had  been  by  some  recent  interference  in  the 
dc  management  of  liis   family  by  Mr.  Bristow,  wafl 
to  offer  every  security  tliat  could  be  required  for  the 
Lai  payment  of  tlie  subsidy,  which  could  alone  war- 
fter  his  declared  repugnance  to  it,  the  continuance  of 
»«ident  in  tliat  country.      How  the  Wazir  felt  upon  Resentment 
sasion,  how  he  was  goaded  by  the  language   used  by  vfwir  of 
ristow — to  whom  1  do  not  mean  to  impute  blame,  any  Jj^  M*r'^ 
'  tlian  is  necessary  to  explain  the  measure  Mr.  Hast-  Bristow/ 
lopted,  at  this  period,  of  the  removid  of  all  Kesidents 
^r — appears  from  the  evidence. 

Hastings  addressed  himself  to  this  prince  through  the 
ci.  of  the  llesident,  [who  used]  language  which  cer- 
Bhould  not  ])c  held  to  any  prince  who  claims  the 
4Tice  or  show  of  kinj^lv  power.     He  asks  him  why  hcMr.  bhs- 

tOW'8  l*n» 

led  [to  keej)  so  many  elephants  and  horses  ?  Why  ^lagu  not 
Ach  ([uautities  of  ])rovisions  dressed  in  his  kitchen  ?]  Si"h*M^r?^ 
ras  not  <iuite  consistent  with  the  directions  of  Mr.  JiSiJ'^'*' 

111  111*  !•  instnu- 

tga,  who  had  ordered  hnn  to  show  lum  every  mark  of  tioiw. 
L     What  the  Wazir  i'elt  upon  this  occasion  his  own 
and  feeling  laui^uagi;  will  express,  as  conveyed  by  his 
•r  to  Mr.  Bristow  : — 

eie  appointiiH'iits,"    ho  >;ii(l,  **  wciiild   n'ilcrt  <lis«,aTice   and  con-  The  Wniir's 

Opon  his   Ili^hni'ss,    siii'-i-    it  \r()ii](l   liwronic    u])purent   that  the  JJ^^"^^ 

>Onesse(i  no  jum-cr  over  liis  liou^i'liold  j  cstiihli'thmrnts,  (l()ni<>sti(r8, 

^•ts  of  cunna^c  iiiid  ])uril<'n  ;  to  a^^k  him  why  Ill's  thus  ]H'rs<'ciitnH 

tres8C(l  him, — uchli'ir.  *'V\u'  httlc  v.hi<  ii  (alls  ti»  my  lot  won  thatj 

Hot  allow  mo  to  v.i^   in  jm-.mt  ;nnl  <juii'tiir>«s/     This  declaration  is 

ftnicd  wiih  i«iirs  of  unIrui^?l)."  " 

rac-t  from  letter  of  Ily^hr  I'm  ;.»■  Khan  to  ^Ir.  Ma<itin;?s,  rt*ceivi»d  a^lh 
7.'W. — rrintLNl  in  the  **Mniuti.s  of  tlw  Kviihiic**,"  p.  :\2(*. 


ue  pooetau  pcjFHMat  at  u 
MBMinntini;  to  asvco^-tfane 
ditifMi  of  tutwtcen  laot  of  on 
br  Ur.  Lwrlnna  in  the  [iiihliti 

K-t  mil  ti)  cblaiii  a  n-cufitv 
utl  kept  lit  the  afipointvti  ini 
ijo*  tiiuy  fitr  th«t  »um,  but 
ScpteniWr  ol'  tbi.*  fitHowing 
Uwns  tlto  miuntrj  had  beei 
eaocaaHW  jiatra  i  yet  be  ob 
•eourity  itn-  tim  paj-ment  of  i 
fu<reBly-Um.i:  laca  being  tK 
nunainder  a  debt  nocniin;;  ii 
n-hQn,  your  LonUhips  rcooD 
whi)  IB  sappoaud  to  b>ve  bocm 
tbnt  th*rv  wae  oo  uombwtr 
or  tUe  Worn  wimlil  atar  fii 
oboquer.  Uowcrar,  tlibi  flW 
miiw^d,  ISveii  In  Uw  moai 
(li:l)l  whk  riHluri'il  m  -IS  lacs 
ibv  nppuinU'-.l  uittaintQiita.  iq 
Sir.  IJutingR  <lid  nut  inl 
tboM  arnuigcnicnU :  he  oon: 
oaly  the  geoenH  (MiUine  u 
himwir  idtiof  fnim  the  taop 
^ve  the  Wnxir  tod  hu  utiui 
iiMJcpcDdiiDiw ;  and,  Ui  confi 
Mr.  Hiietiii;^  <]■)],  a»  bu  cvei 
]Hiwcr  with  trhflm  bo  wia  i 

neetetl    trnoE  the  WudAiflHi 
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ieft   tlie    Wazir,  who  aocorapanicd  him   several  a  fbb.i7w, 

s  journey,  rcluctantJy.  parting  with  him ;  hp,  at 

kt  country  which  was  to  be  the  source  of  sixteen 

ity  charges,  accompanied  and  pursued  by  its  un- 

ssings  and  its  incft'ectual  prayers. 

ipanicd  the  measures  by  an  assurance  that  that  Mr.  Ha«t- 

.  he  pledged  in  his  own  person  for  the  security  ment  miUnI 

exercise  of  evxry  function  of  government  in  his  JSSSJ^iig 
y,  should  bo  faithfully,  observed  by  his  succes-  ^ovt-m- 

pledge  his  successors  have  enabled  him  to  keep — 
jpecially,  that  exalted  person  now  in  the  charge  of 
affairs  in  that  country,  who  has  made  no  other 
1  the  plan  laid  down  by  ^Ir,  Hastings,  but  in 
bs  as  he  himself  states  [were  made],  in  order  to 
inci{)les  of  tliat  reform  and  adjustment  into  more 

And  such  has  been  the  good  understanding  of 
of  that  country  and  every  person  under  his 
,  that  the  minister  has,  1  understand,  voluntarily 
>rd  Comwallis  with  a  loan  of  twenty-two  lacs, 
f  interest. 

eriod,  he  achieved  the  only  thing  remaining  to  be  ReconciUa- 
Jtorc  harmony  throughout   the  dominions  of  the  waiir  and 

suggCijted  a  .perfect  reconciliation  between  the  ^**^*™* 
his  mother ;  he  advised  him  to  go  and,  for  the 
ce  at  lofist,  to  make  the  Begums  a  voluntary 
their  ja^j^irs.  *^riieir  minds  were  predisposed  to 
jer  use  of  that  generous  offer ;  they  voluntarily 
large  portion  of  these  jagirs  to  the  immediate  dis- 
le  Wazir.  The  minister,  under  the  same  idea  of 
voluntarily  sacrificed  seven  lacs  a  year,  out  of  ten 
isites  and  emoluments ;  together  constituting  a 
ds   relieving    the    Wazir   out   of    his  distressed 

8,  I  have  now  conducted  the  promised  detail  and  ^ii'^^^^i 
of  the  principal  events  and  measures  of  the  De-  iniwfrom 
ng  and  arduous  government  to  that  ])eriod  when,  ^^  ^' 
ing  to  the  most  enlarged  extent  every  demand  of 
ervice,  he  thought  himself,  for  the  first  time,  at 
leditate  a  retirement  from  that  active  situation  of 
which  he  was  now  able  to  quit  without  a  crime — 
^hich  he  had  not  i)erniitted  himself  to  entertain 
here  existed,  in  act  or  menace,  one  enemy  of  the 
le  tluroughout  the  whole  continent  of  India. 


-wbea  tLtt  blc  4 

thcfini  ] 

ac  to  b«  TUtaiUj- 

f  [nrt  of  la£» — irlM9i 

iCkn  tw  im  ligbbi,  had 

1  adrcnc  to  var  iaun 


bj  omt  mm,  bat  e 
tail  fofiud,  a»  s  twitn  Ac  k 
Mlieai  in  tbe  aflw  of  Won 
■Hntfwj  ftsd  ftrtRMof  Bf 
^j  tvvivd  at  well  »  poai 
eoHUagi  licoaidoaaiBdeK 
in  tbe  naaoB  ol  tbute  vh^ 
oar  amm  aa  exfioil  wkkl 
E.TTV  CnHe  Unwd^  ^ 
liciUe.  I  nMn  liu  capOii 
miqoenbk'  fivtnai  <^  Gw 
Ikv  fttWMoes  of  Um  gmtlcsai 
wliicli  uienooaa«r>bk;;aDi 
I'upIisBi,  ailed  DT  dm  aide 
Hrvce,  aeUeTeJ  ami  ourici 
IMwMi.  haJ  paliM ml 
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rse  of  I  wo    y,;;ir    l.y  tho  surplus  rovomio?  of  that -i  Frr.i  ::»•:. 
aent — wiioii  ili j  Kinds  wliicli  ho  hiul  ncipiirod  for  tho 
e  in  the  (•c»ui>l'  oi  hi?  avlniini^tnition  in  tho  hoiriiniiuir 

mean    tho*e    L»f    mi-i    and   opium,   not    lo  montiou 
le  civil  or  the   nilliiiirs"   savinffs,  or  tho  >uh?iilv  from 
ere  sufficient  ij  :.:\\\   reli«.vo\l  tho  Conipanv.  as  far 
emed]  the  Gowriiuien:  of  L-engai  ai  lea.-t.  irom  tho 
tracteJ  in  the  vourso  ai  these   wars — v.luii.  bv  in- 
perseverance  acrainst  L-vorv  species  i»f  i*  ininulietion, 
bomc  and  abroad,  in  d^  -[lite  of  ourselvo?,  our  predie- 
rcounsols  and  our  eli  >rt:-,  lie  had  ouoe  nK)re  aohievod 
itiou  <»f  the  l>riti^h  interests  in  India — in  this  fortu- 
Bis  of  our  public  concerns,  he   turned  his  thoughts 
his  native  land.  and.  wiiii  the  honest  pride  of  eon- 
Irtue,  anticipated  t!ie  thanki'ulnoss  of  a  benefited  and 
il  count rj-.     Tho  gratitude  of  the  British  inhabitants  Cmtinuio 
country  whieli  lir  had  so  long  adorned  and  chorislu^  IlliiahUaiVr.'' 
1  arti  of  peaco,  and  had  pn-sorved  unhuri  aniid>t  the  ^'*^ '"**'*• 
ling  ravages  of  famine  and  of  war,  ho  had  tho  comfort 
tience.  whilst   the  ves^ol  which   was  to   bear  him  to 
yet  lingered  on  the  shores  of  Hindustan, 
lords^  1  do  not  prtsent  to  vour  Lordships   the  sus-  Expn's.Moii^ 
raises  ot  aoi)endeni   niuliiiudos,  ottered  to  jxreatness  ,it'i;i\.ni  uii 
snith  of  its  power.     No,  my  Lords,  that  l)ody  whidi  of  i,i"';i!"'"' 
lim  with  the  earlie.-t  marks  nt'  its  atiection  and  re-  r»'"*»"^'- 
utcd   till  he   had  divested  hhnself  of  all  place  and 
uuongst  them,   till  he   had    laid    down  the  robe  of 
and  imtil,  as  a  private   individual,  he  had  ascended 
of  that  vessel   which  was   tv>  bear  him  to  Kin'opc. 
d.s,  the  army  of  Bengal  paused  with  still   more  re- 
and Judicious  delay;  they  waited  till  he  had  wholly 
I  from  their  sight,  before  they  prepared  for  him  that 
iquct  of  |»raisc.  honoiu-  and  gratulation,  which  was 
to  feast  his  honourable  appetite  of  well  eariu^d  fanu*, 

arrival  on  the  shore  of  Britain. 

jords,    I,  last    of  all,  [>resent  you  with   thai    ]>raise  iixpn-^MonM 
lall  embalm  his  meruorv  when  he  shall  be  no  more,  i'ims in ri. 
tst  he  lives,  shall  enable  him  to  look  down  with  indif-  ih/Jtili^^/' 
bnd  with  scorn  upon  the  most  malignant  eflbrts  <>^  'i'^  y.J'jJ.of'iJiH 

enemies.      My  Lords,  the   i)eople  of   India  in  this  imMMi-utlnn. 
K'ell  adopted  the  pnictiv'e  ol  the  an<.*ii'nts,  in  delaying 
filices  to  lienK'S  till  after  sunset:  tlujy  waited,  unl 

the  b4>ams  whieh  had  warmod  and   cherished  them 
lidrawn,  but   till  thi^  |sunj  had  well  nigh  set  in  the 


^HI^^^^HKigo  tin  un^^H 

^^V          ^I         nK^nabivl  of  mmmmili 

^^m                             — tk  nase>  •(«>  hal  h 
^H                            r^o— Ik.  InoaUt  <Mb> 

^^B                                 THker.  Wl  bem  die  >n 

^H                ■*»*  -        Mr  Unb.  tl>r  no!  wt 

^H                SX~~  a.^of'u.  deface    ! 
^^B                               Iku  nac  nspn  a  due  li 
^B                            ;>»  UnUiipf.  Willi  Ike 
^H                              nManuorihdnaarlidn 

^^^1                              mavnt^j  matin  emttmm 
^^^M                             is  Tour  pobljit  auvtov,  u 
^^^H                              lUo'wuK*  for  arrar  Uuin  1 

^^^H                                ftir  n'n«*«  of  tlvit  lile — n 

^^^^                               Lonlxhiti*  will  furoi — yon 

tit 
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1  have  produced   this  good  effect,  at  least,  to  his  21  Feb.  1793. 

that  they  have  induced  the  Parliament  of  Great  Diiiicuitii  .^ 
to  relieve  his  successor  from  the  painful,  degrading  [I^,"i  '^^{^[^ 
sffective,  situation  in  which  it  was  his  lot  often  «i«t»*^»- 
daced,  by  entrusting  to  the  first  member  of  their 
re  government  in  the  East  a  large  and  necessary 
of  discretional  authority ;  thus  enabling  him  to  pursue 
lie  service  undismayed  by  such  results  as  disabled  and 
the  active  operations  of  his  [predecessor  s]  government. 
tbs,  happy  it  is  for  himself  happy  it  is  for  his  country, 
e  noble  Lord,  now  in  supreme  trust  of  our  national 
B  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  has  to  ascertain  only 
1  the  medium  of  his  own  clear,  unbijissed,  judgment, 
the  guidance  of  his  own  pure  and  honoui-able  mind, 
it  on  wlilch  the  public  safety  rests.  You  have  armed 
dsely  armed  him — with  every  means  adequate  to  its 
ent. 

Lords,  the  Defendant  will  at  j)resent  trouble   your  Conclusion. 
ips  with  but  one  word  more.     The  sum  and  substance 
public  lite  is  now  before  you.     It  has  undergone  a 
ff  of  such  extent  and  strictness  as  no  other  public 

has  undergone  before.  If  your  Lordships,  under 
r  whom,  as  a  most  essential  and  valuable  branch 
British  sovereignty,  he  has  in  part  governed,  shall 
ely  so  deem  of  him  as  the  numerous  nations  and  tribes 
t  was  his  lot  to  govern  have  already,  l)y  soleum  and 
k1  attestation,  pronounced  of  him,  the  most  sanguine 
>f  his  ambition  is  gratified  by  this  last,  best,  testimony 
public  usefulness.  The  labours  of  his  past,  and  the 
igs  of  his  present,  life  are  compensated  and  sanctified 
in  the  sure  and  certain  hoi)e  of  this  joyful  issue  out 
his  afflicti(m.  lie  conunits  himself,  his  fame  and 
',  and,  in  those  last  comprehensive  word.s,  every  thnig 
valuable  to  hhii  on  this  side  the  grave,  to  the  wisdom 
uticc  of  this  sacred  tribunal.* 


!  following  altercation  cnsuetl  upon   the  conclusion  by    Mr.  I^aw  of 

flu  » ^.^^i 

?KrA<r. — I  do  not  wish  to  <letain  your  Lonlships  from  considering  at 
ore  the  effi'Ct  of  this  clonufnt  jHToration,  hut  J  wish  to  fxplain  myself 
DUDBcl,  who  may  sup[)Os»'  mv  to  stop  him  for  the  puqMse  of  intcrrup- 
[y  Lords,  1  asked  him  a  question,  which  those  who  hear  me  know  is 
in  all  courts,  tluit,  since  he  Ikls  rested  so  much  of  liis  Defence  ui)on 
timonials,  and  has  ((uoted  one  of  them  — having;  mentioned  the  person 
le  one  of  the  affidavits  which  he  refers  to — he  w(»uld  just  mention  to 
the  other  was  ;  and  tlicn  1  shall  ask  another  question,  'which  will  admit 
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OF  THOMAS  PLUMER,  ESQ.,  COUNSEL  FOR 
HASTINGS,  IN  DEFENCE  UPON  THE  FIRST 
CLE  OF  THE  CHARGE,  RELATING  TO 
\.RES;  23  Februarv,  1792. 

►RDS,  I  have  the  honour  to  attend  your  Lordships  23  frb.i7U2. 

the  Counsel  for  Mr.  Hastings;  and  the  particular  ixfencT 
h  is  assigned  to  me,  upon  the  i)resent  occasion,  is  to  Sral^Articic 
your  Lordships  a  more  particular  defence  upon  the  of  c*»arKt'- 
le  of  the  charge. 

apossible  for  me  to  appear  before  your  Lordships  Apology 
present  occasion,  without  being  sensibly  impressed  abUity. 
ignity  of  this  high  court,  the  solemnity  of  the  occa- 
jreat  importance  and  magnitude  of  the  trust  that  is 
I  me,  and  my  own  utter  inability  to  do  justice  to 
in  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be  engaged.  If  my 
lend  who  has  preceded  me,  and  of  whose  learning 
es  your  Lordships  have  received  such  ample  proof, 

be  necessary  to  solicit  the  indulgence  of  your 
,  I  am  sure  it  will  be  universally  felt  how  much 
tand  in  need  of  that  indulgence — called  from  a 
ible  station  in  the  same  profession,  without  pos- 
le  same  advantages,  natural  or  acquired,  to  discuss 
ubjects,  of  great  variety  and  extent,  scattered  over 
of  more  than  twenty  years,  arising  in  a  foreign 
ind  dispersed  in  a  voluminous  charge  of  thirty-two 
B. 

rds,  I  am  persuaded  that  I  shall  experience  from 
Iships  every  proper  allowance  for  the  situation  in 
jtand,  not  for  my  own  sake,  but  lest  the  cause  of 
:  justice  should  be  in  danger  of  suttering  from  so 
a  contest.  P^ortunately  for  me,  the  ta-^k  that  is 
upon  me  is  of  a  more  limited  nature  than  that 
th  more  abilities,  has  been  already  discharged  by 
ed  gentleman  who  has  preceded  me.  I  am  too 
mpressed  with  the  magnitude  of  the  duty  that  is 
ipon  me  to  feel  any  disposition  to  extend  it. 

that  the  general  prejudices  with  which  this  cause  p^jJ|JiiJ.«.5i 
i,  arising  from  general  topics,  have  been  satisfactorily  ^**^*"*. 


^^^^^^^^^p  wbara   h«   bad  Ult 

■           .ktLiJ        fHnnciiur.    It  wu  unpoidbli 

1                             fMliau  «  »lrong   prepoMM 
ill  wwli  ft  itmliowuoat,  ind,  { 

1                                         chftiyM  tlUlh    M    tll»t   1    bftV 

it,    allORcllicr,    of    msttets 
oninioa,  or  to  •uipioioo  nsi 
of    Mr.  Hasting*    m    dKM 
■biiw  wUI    find    lltfrt,  with  1 
•elves,  Uiey  are  for  tibe  tooet 
ihnan  u  no   du>(>uie.      The 
bvtwvco  ue  u  witb  roipect 

1                             mtl  tluMu  bnputatkus  wliich  j 
Uuuk  fit  to  «(tribut«  to  Um 
jiuint  tif  view,  wbclber  Huf, 
oomipt  intoDtian  which  50a ' 
u  lauikbte  ieose  uT  duty — & 
Jut^f— a*,  I  irurt,  will  »ppOM 

M^--  Mm-    sidftnticiQ  itf  lliu  chante  &BC 
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lelty  thougliout  every  period  of  his  life — it  is  impos-  23Feb.17W. 
at  we  could  come  to  the  discussion  of  his  intentions 
)  •  one  particular  person,  without  being  prepai-cd 
and  tu  expect,  concerning  a  person  regarding  whom 
infavourablo  prepossessions  were  entertained,  to  dis- 
in  every  act  of  liis  life  the  same  cruel  and  bad 
aoa  that  we,  in  our  general  opinion,  have  akeady 
1  to  him. 

ipe,  therefore,  your  Lordships  will  feel  it  to  have 
f  infinite  importance  that  the  cause  should  have  been 
1  from  those  general  impressions,  to  the  disadvantage 
English  nation  in  general,  and  to  the  disadvantage  of 
istings  in  particular — that  Mr.  Hastings  may  stand 
M  curia ;  and  as,  on  the  one  hand,  I  do  not  mean  to 
Dto  aid,  in  the  least,  any  reference  to  the  general 
i  of  Mr.  Hastings,  or  the  general  good  character  that 
been  shown  to  maintain  in  his  government,  but  to 
the  measures  by  themselves,  one  by  one,  standing 
nsidered  by  themselves,  I  hope  it  will  not  appear 
mable  that,  on  the  other  hand,  we  should  lay  aside 
judices  arising  from  extraneous  topics,  and  consider 
»8ures  themselves  by  tliemselves,  as  the  measures  of 
vidual  concerning  whom  you  know  nothing  but  wliat 
I  upon  the  evidence,  by  examining  the  charges  and 
ing  the  evidence  as  applied  to  the  charges,  one  by 
see  whether,  in  that  point  of  view,  the  prosecutor 
not  made  good  the  charge  he  has  made  against 
ratings. 

Lords,  I  ho[)e  likewise  I  shall  not  be  thought  to  fail  intontion 
duty,  either  to  your  Lordships  or  to  Mr.  Hastings,  hu'^ortlT 
he  mo<le  of  discussing  this  subject,  1  should  do  it  in  ^"^"JJal^;;^  ^,r 
anner  which  I  have  been  accustomed  to  in  the  courts  \^<'  ^^'^' 
inal  judicature  which  I  have  attended.     If,  in  the 
ion  of  a  particular  charge,  great  and  splendid  exertions 
sessary  on   the  part  of  the  prosecution,  I  am  afraid 
follow  that  similar  exertions  ought  to  be  m;ide  on 
rt  of  the  Defendant ;  otherwise,  especially  when  the 
8  of  that  sort  that  I  have  stated — not  the  discussion 
lun   fact,    where   eloquence   can   be   addressed  with 
sifect,  but  involved   in  opinions,  and   in    sus])icions, 
1   intentions,    where    all    the    force    and   weight   of 
Bce   openites   powiu'fully   to   produce   a  certain   im- 
Q  upon  the  mind — I  am  afraid  it  will  be  extremely 
t  to  present  it  to  your  Lordships  as  standing  in  any 


mailer,  mf  Lotdi,  I  oagl 

lor  bVTT^S  TUMerttUCCD  A  tSi 
ff^iuL  I  b«ve  no  pKteutik 
iktttinipt  it.     In   itnt  mipg 

uvl  ittant)  wttli  ut!  the  dnd 
wry  itD(^u«J  a  mntcit 

My  L.w»ih,*rith  tv«peet  ' 
N-bifn  it  w  in'-unif'f  nt  Tiprtn 
#hii»  to  bcli'  > 
{'atanuine  ir 
in  tbe  i>i)tf«': 
with  nil  yi)u<-  i 
Mtirc  lliat  TOi: 
uUr  iKit  to  •  t 
chsT^  tlmt  O'Ti 
4II  Mk^bQity  of  anj  -iniftc 
i-lwlcd,  nad   where  it  ii  B 

Id  to  h'tpli 
li:iiminst  tni< ' 
which  u  itxl.' 
wi(rlil,  and  i;ij11.,  „     ,,     , 
iirooMxliDe* — it  tB  i3xu>aii«:i 
ua3  tkc  luuffirtuDP  tu  cnnlRii 
lliat   any    pramMlion  oonut 
ifiuiiuite  in  mutabe. 

ibll.       obiuitcufmrdBtrpInEGauL 
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>f  two   years   by  the  surplus  revenues  of  that  ^i  Fed.  i7ol\ 

— when  the  funds  which  he  had  acquh'ed  for  the 

the  course  of  his  administration  in  the  bcfjinninj' 

m   those   of   salt   and  opium,  not   to  mention 

ril  or  the  military  savings,  or  the  subsidy  from 

sufficient  to  have  relieved  the  Company,  as  far 

1]  the  Government  of  Bengal  at  least,  from  the 

ed  in  the  course  of  these   wars — when,  by  in- 

3verance  against  every  species  of  contradiction, 

J  and  abroad,  in  despite  of  ourselves,  our  predic- 

msels  and  our  efforts,  he  had  once  more  achieved 

of  the  British  interests  in  India — in  this  fortu- 
f  our  public  concerns,  he  turned  his  thoughts 
aative  land,  and,  with  the  honest  pride  of  con- 
,  anticipated  the  thankfulness  of  a  benefited  and 
untry.     The  gratitude  of  the  British  inhabitants  Oratihidp 
try  whioli  he  had  so  long  adorned  and  cherished  iSiu-^!J^fi* 
.  of  peace,  and  had  preserved  unhurt  amidst  the**^^  ^vj 
ravages  of  famine  and  of  war,  he  had  the  comfort  ^ 

e,  whilst  the  vessel  which   was  to  bear  him  to 
ingered  on  the  shores  of  Hindustan. 
,  1  do  not  })resent  to  your  Lordships  the  sus-  Expressioiw 
:s  of  duj)endent  nmltitudes,  offered  to  greatness  doiay^  un 

of  its  power.     No,  my  Lords,  that  body  which  or  hi" T-*'"^ 
vith  the  earliest  marks  of  its  alfection  and  re-  partun'. 

till  he  had  divested  himself  of  all  place  and 
igst  them,  till  he  had  laid  down  the  robe  of 
until,  as  a  i)rivate  individual,  he  had  ascended 
hat  vessel  which  was  to  bear  him  to  Europe, 
he  army  oi'  Bengal  paused  with  still  more  re- 
judicious  delay ;  they  waited  till  he  had  wholly 
n  their  sight,  before  they  pre))ared  for  him  that 
t  of  |)raise5  honour  and  gratulation,  which  was 
^ast  his  honourable  appetite  of  well  earned  fame, 
val  on  the  shore  of  Britain. 

?,  1,  last   of  all,  [)resent  you  with   that   praise  Exnrossiom 
imbahu  his  memory  when  he  shall  be  no  more,  tivrsinfn- 
e  lives,  shall  enable  him  to  look  down  with  indif-  jraJtiiiKH.*^' 
vith  scorn  u])on  the  most  malignant  efforti^  of  his  f,J5II,.ll;f"Sii 
mies.     My  Lords,  the   people  of  India  in  this  prosecution, 
adopted  the  pnictiee  of  the  ancients,  in  delaying 
»s  to  licroi's  till  after  sunset ;  they  waited,  not 
beams  which   had  warnuid  and   cherished  them 
iwn,  but  till  the  [sun]  hiul  well  nigh  set  in  the 
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«  vm.ua.  bcfttfehftol  raasived  u  nnfsfDnnbta  iiu|»aMiio  m 
to  tiift  inifinduaL 

Mr  Lords,  I  udIv,  tlierafer«.  hope  Uiat,  upon  ll 
oocunw,  it  b  t'rt:c  UK  lati  to  diaouM  the  truth  of  tt 
JJg^l^l^Uoo,  without  bcinp;  BU{n>o«cd  to  impata  uTtti 
(lenigate  la  any  dcgrw  mm  Ibe  raipeet  tfaal  I  h 
Uoiue  of  CotnauHis ;  and  tbat«  wbcD  I  an 
truth  of  tbeec  uharaee  aod  mscuauioai,  tht  • 
ibo  grtnmds  apon  wbtoh  ihey  are  rtwied,  and  the  | 
in  Mupport  iif  thiaii,  I  hope  I  xhall  not  t>«  *ufM 
{^lilty  of  any  kind  of  tlicn^pont,  cither  to  tMl 
Commons  in  geunnU  or  to  thoec  who  tppcat  ^atm 
of  it  I 

i^ii^ii  My  Lord«,  I  know  perfectly  wdl  that,  w^  I 
CjSS"*  those  peraoiu  who  appear  the  voluntary  6iipp9lf 
ibfi^*'  preAcnt  eausr,  their  toltjnU,  leominj^,  chinindl 
••™-  rank,  oinuedJons — oil  oi>cmtc  poiroifiiny  ton    * 

RAttM  itint  ihvy  support     It  is  uxtnnni^y  &. 
vent    tliat   respect   which   jmtir    belongs  to  ( 
tivt-ly  and  iodiriiliully,  commumcatiag  itself  b  « 
to  the   accuaarioQ  they  support.     I  fed  ivll  that  ^ 
prvaainK  upon  mc — the  weight  of  the  Hook  ofC 
the  weight  of  tho«o  gcuUeioen,  tlicir  higli  chir" 
aituatioDd — that    they  do    in  the    very  ouli^i  > 
the  cauw  that  they  oomu  to  support;   and,  i°^.B 
larly,  if  it  be  a  cauEO  inTolwd  in  ionte  d^-gn*  uf  a* 
numitton  ruquiring  great  attention  and  uccumcy  to  dcvdoiK  : 
InuUiJ-'™"  mind  natantlly,  in  every  Rtogi;  of  it,   htJta,  "wjl 
ufriutuiH.      (j,^  charge  and  comparer  it  with   the  cvideoce, ui9 
that  it  ftecs  the  charge  [<«ri\«t1y  unBupport«(l  bv  ii^n 
mind  i^  apt  to  diatruHt  itscir,  and  to  mppuM  ntw^ 
must  be  some  mistake  in  it£«lf  tlian  that  m  many  n"^ 
purMons,  who  can  have  no  bad  iatttition.  vbo  h' 
locone  of  knowlcdee,  who  have  aa  niuclt  ulcnU,a 
taken.     An  individual  would  U:  apt  ratKcr  u 
own  uodenttuiding  than  to  impute  miitidii*  tu  n 
7"  even  if  those  pcrMins  were  in]«it  upon  ihi!  ti4 
"  nller  all  the  ttplcndid  cxortiotif  that  they  havR  dJ 
upon  the  present  occo^on,  to  moke  in  suitportoTfl 
that  of  course  will  Itave  additional  weight    I  m 
snniG  to  oomplaui  of  tltoao  excruont :   all  Ait  \ 
Bay  i$  thia — if  they  were  nece**iiry,  if  they  "■ 
the  cau»e  nnjuircd  it,  they  are  the  more  form 
oourttf  operate  more  powerfully  agniust  aie  upas  4 


« 


Speech  of  Mr.  Law,  683 

a  have  produced  this  good  efiecty  at  least,  to  his  21  fkb.  1792. 

that  they  have  induced  the  Parliament  of  Great  Diflicuitics 
to  relieve  his  successor  from  the  painful,  degrading  [JSuioMi is 
affective,  situation  in  which  it  was  his  lot  often  ^^*""- 
)laced,  by  entrusting  to  the  first  member  of  their 
^e  government  in  tlie  East  a  large  and  necessary 
of  discretional  authority ;  thus  enabling  him  to  pursue 
Kc  8cr\^icc  undismayed  by  such  results  as  disabled  and 
the  active  operations  of  his  [predecessor  s]  government. 
rdb,  happy  it  is  for  himself,  happy  it  is  for  his  country, 
e  noble  Lord,  now  in  supreme  trust  of  our  national 
a  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  has  to  ascertain  only 
I  the  medium  of  his  own  clear,  unbias.se<l,  judgment, 
the  guidance  of  liis  own  pure  and  honourable  mind, 
It  on  which  the  public  J?afety  rests.  You  have  armed 
risely  armed  him — with  every  means  adequate  to  its 
ent. 

Lords,  the  Defendant  will  at  present  trouble   your  Coirciusion. 
ips  with  but  one  word  more.     The  sum  and  substance 
public  life  is  now  before  you.     It  has  undergone  a 
ff  of  such  extent  and  strictness  as  no  other  public 

has  undergone  before.  If  your  Lordships,  under 
r  whom,  as  a  most  essential  and  valuable  branch 
British  sovereignty,  he  has  in  part  governed,  shall 
ely  so  doeiu  of  hiiu  as  the  numerous  nations  and  tribes 
It  was  his  lot  to  govern  have  already,  by  solemn  and 
d  attestation,  pronounced  of  him,  the  most  sanguine 
rf  his  ambition  is  gratified  by  this  last,  best,  testimony 
public  usefulness.  The  labours  of  his  past,  and  the 
igs  of  his  present,  life  are  compensated  and  sanctified 
in  the  sure  and  certain  hope  of  this  joyful  issue  out 
his  affliction.  He  commits  himself,  his  fame  and 
,  and,  in  those  last  (comprehensive  words,  every  thing 
yaluable  to  him  on  this  side  the  grave,  to  the  wisdom 
jtice  of  this  sacred  tribunal.* 


following  altorcatiou  ensued  upon  the  conclusion  hy  Mr.  I^w  of 
m : — 

furke. — I  do  not  wish  to  detain  your  Lordships  from  considering  at 
ore  the  effect  of  this  cltHjuent  {KToration,  hut  I  wish  to  explain  myself 
wnfel,  who  may  su|)[K>se  me  tu  stop  him  for  the  purpose  of  interrup- 
y  Lords,  I  askinl  him  a  question,  which  those  who  hear  me  know  is 

in  all  courts,  that,  since  he  has  rested  so  nmch  of  his  Defence  upon 
dmonials,  and  has  quoted  one  of  them  —having  mentioned  the  {Hirsoii 
le  one  of  the  affidavits  which  he  refers  to — he  would  just  mention  to 
the  other  was  ;  and  then  I  shall  ask  another  question,  Yrhich  will  admit 


^^^V         down  tli^iiiiiiJiDtfaX 
^^^          ttat  ouKht  to  bo  Ind 

■  pr«Tnii£i«  it  t.3nmK  tl 

■  BUDdT.  br  toe  iJiuse 
*                          mmi  thebt  with  die  r 

^b»      Mr  Lord.,  1  tntrt  I 

J  yjy^  U>f»c  th»t  bu  b«n  intrt 
■tj-^  Bpon  tbe  prewat  oocaoi 

■**■          Hastiiip  onnot  be  aeqt 

l-rwreution  ;  thai,  if  M 
.4*  Cwmmonc  mu»t  bo  ODE 
thftt   wu  iU-luUndfid      ] 
(m>|<u  ihr  hoDiiur  of  tbeE 
wilb  the  ttunour  oT  yoi 
found  ultltmit'-lT  Ki  be  n 
th*t  _T"ur  LortfAhtfM  ntti 
pnoautuico  Mr.  UMtin^ 
•o,  thf!  htioour  of  tbo 
ibe  cToaL     If  wo  wen 
either  the  hoooor  uS  tbft 

KiiDourorjourLotilafcip 
it  not  lu  bo  what  it  u — i 
livt%  surdr  it  H  fur  to 
b>  1m)  ffl>p#if4tiwi  nrthflr  tb 
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16  expense  of  justice.  Their  object  is,  not  the  individual  ssFEs^Tto. 
the  crime.  If  the  crime  does  not  exist,  tlicy  have  no 
Btment  against  Mr.  Hastings.  And,  therefore,  I  am  per 
lid  that  the  House  of  Commons  and  every  individual 
iber  of  it  lias  no  other  wish  but  that  the  charge  should 
wAj  sifted  and  examined,  to  see  whether  their  suspicions 
irell  or  ill  founded ;  and  that  every  member  of  the  House 
Ssmmons  will  rejoice,  if  it  should  turn  out,  in  the  event, 
Mr.  Hastings  is  able  to  exonerate  himself  from  those 
■tetions  that  have  been  cast  upon  him  and  upon  the 
If  Mr.  Hastings  is  able  to  do  it,  I  am  sure  that  it 
witli  the  wishes  and  the  joy  of  every  individual 
lier  of  the  House  of  Commons :  so  far  [are  they]  from 
ug  that  any  jirejudices  should  arise  with  respect  to  the 
Nrt^  or  that  the  honour  of  the  House  of  Conmions  should 
Dnndered  as  necessarily  involved  in  the  event  of  the 
art  prosecution. 

IT  Lords,  I  hope  your  Lordships  will  pardon  me  for 
1^  taken  the  liberty  of  stating  these  preliminary  topics, 
ft  seemed  to  stand  in  the  way  of  that  discussion  that  I 
Me  to  give  this  cause,  upon  which  I  will  enter  with  all 
Kligence  in  my  power. 

^  JLords,  I  am  perfectly  sensible  that,  having  to  discuss  Apology 
■g  and  intricate  a  charge,  which  involves  a  reference  to  Sc/^^" 
m  mmaber  of  documents,  especially  upon  a  subject  with 
b  I  must  be  so  imperfectly  acquainted,  I  shall  be  guilty 
f  mistakes.     I  hope  that,  whatever  inaccuracies  1  may 
ty  of — and   I  fear  I   shall    be  of  many — they    will 
only  upon  myself,  and  that  the  cause  of  the  gentleman 
rliom  I  appear  may  not  in  that  respect,  as  in  any  other, 
9  from  my  defects.     My  Lords,  I  am  the  more  disposed  Mr.  HMt- 
ly  this  from  what  has  happened  with  respect  to  a  paper  SThe  bar** 
I  the  present  subject,  that  w:is  drawn  up  for  Mr.  Hastings  of  ciTn?^"" 
k  friend,  to  whom  it  was  committed.*      I  do  not  mean  to  »"oii». 
Ihmt  any  improper  use  has  been  made  of  that  confidence 
ah  Mr.  Hastings  thought  he  might  safely  repose,  when 
House  of  Commons  were  his  accusers,  by  putting  them 
MKasion  of  the  genenil  nature  of  what  he  had  to  offer  in 
lefence.     He  was  perfectly  certain  that  no  ungenerous 
irould  be  made  of  tiiat  confidence.    I  do  not  mean  to  say 
any  ungenerous  or  improper  use  has  been  made  of  it ; 


Elie  Paper  referred  to  is  the  Minntes  of  Mr.  Hastiogt*  Defence,  delivered 
btr  of  the  Hoote  of  Commonf. 
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a«mimbnt.Tay  Ixirdu,  I  un  nirv,  firoai  tliebaaaarnd  ^a 
of  tile  f(<-atlMiim*  who  caanDaitMl  apoo  tlat  D^«i< 
1)B  had  known  tlio  nroitnutraoMitndv  vUoi  >t  ninl 
MW*>*a  vhwti  have  been  in  pmof  before  jaarhariiaft-fkli 
-'  '  dnwn  upt  gtmt  put*  of  h,  wiiaout  btrii^  bM  • 
Ur.  llMtmgs  bC  all — thst  l^  tnt  of  it  «m  «!;  « 
read  irwt  to  btia,  at  a  tuae  irheo  hu  mra  mini)  n*OM 
in  hi«  dcri-nco  upon  anotlier  Attirlc  i>r  c^orn— I  *■ 
ftetlj  pi.'««ad«l,  ftom  the  character,  frtan  lio  hM« 
the  ouidptir,  of  tlut  H£;ht  iMuioerahJi!  gcnttoiao.  ill 
wneU  be  iKr  lut  pen>>n  m  tlie  world  liai  ^^  "■ 
prati  in  a  orttLtinal  trnd  tli<.'  insoruncict  iW  k  uiw)'^^ 
irere  BBT — B{;nitHt  Mr.  Hoetingw — to  huJeh  lam«*> 
ruapOBiiUe  for  inaoomate  rauatuag  upoo  U«  <"••*• 
doeatneou  wliich  brr  was  pat  io  pcaaewunaf ;  l^*f 
he  anytUng  which  bdongi  to  iiin  in  (be  i&mumadt 
iltat  ctvold  be  said  at  tbu  utmust  wimld  be,lliil  heW 
uD  ii^idicioua  friend — a«  he  hu  now,  Mitiai^t*' 
injodkuoiu  advooate.  And,  llierafure,  1  fts»r^»  ■ 
floe  inKtanoG,  be  may  have  «nfltt[«d  at  aU  iraai  MM* 
or  onguarded  tamremao*  in  that  |)a}>cr,  id  tk** 
what  I  hoTo  to  ciffcr,  I  ehall  he  jr™!^  ^  ^"^^  ^** 
and  deTeots.  But  1  hope  yooi  Ltvd^up*  will  ort  ]a> 
rau««  to  nffer  from  havine  an  indnKnui  fiisi^— <l ' 
in  that  iwtanoe  ono-^or  ataa  lu*  bavio^  u  iHtff 
indiKTvot  adveeate  iipon  the  ptwent  uooaoe. 
Qg><rf  t  hnTB  tm\j  omi  thii^  mote,  befon:  J  ' 

(Ha  uw  requiwt  thnt  I  nuy  be  bonoared  with  tou_ 
°'**-  liiiD  ;  for  thu  su^oct  that  I  have  to  'discun  i»  •(  » 
that  oannot  be  undoratood  without  very  don  ■ 
your  Lonkbijta  Itavii^t  given  it  that  aH<ntiM<  I  f 
the  evenL  1  am  ocrtjun  of  the  eveot  when  ^ '' 
uodcntood  ;  and  I  am  ako  certain  that,  to  the  ii|^ 
standing  of  it,  aothin;;  mora  is  rcqnind  than  com 
tion  to  it  But  attention  ■■  absolutely  ncceniTl 
npon  a  subject  which  is  invnUcd  a  ^ood  deal  in  UK 
and  costoins  of  a  foreign  coantry,  where  a  viriatj 
nieota  are  refemid  lo  and  partinUor  parts  an  e 
without  ntfcninjt  to  the  occneiuD,  to  the  Dootext,  tfttl 
unless  oorroot  attention  in  givon  to  the 
used)  to  the  tentu  that  are  inttrxluoDd 


J^^' 


*  Sh  Mr.  BluMau'*  tpotrk  is  Sonualnr  Uw  GtUodm  • 
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depending  upon  opinion  and  upon  suspicion  of  inten-  ss  fxb.  itm, 
•sinless  close  and  accurate  intention  be  given  to  the 
it— great  danger  there  will  be  of  mistake. 
f.Iiords^  in  investigating  this  subject,  I  have  laboured  The  charge 
upensate  for  my  other  defects  with  all  the  little  facul-  erroneous" 
^Mit  I  possess,  and  all  the  industry  in  my  power  has  *'*'^6*^°<^- 
^devoted  to  this  subject.     I  flatter  myself  that  I  do 
iptand  it ;  and,  if  I  do  understand  it,  I  hope  I  shall  be 
|l>  satisfy  every  one  of  your  Lordships  and  every  pcr- 
ppt  does  me  the  honour  of  hearing  me  that  the  whole 
i^Article,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  it,  is  founded 
erroneous  principles,  upon  erroneous  inferences,  drawn 
ipounds  that  do  not  in  any  respect  warrant  them,  and 
vhen   it  is  fairly  investigated   and   fully  understood, 
arill  not  remain  in  the  breast  of  any  one  individual  the 
^  particle  of  doubt  upon  the  honour  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
khe  purity  of  his  intentions,  and  upon  the  rectitude  of 
<Mie  of  the  measures  in  the  charge. 

Lords,  the  Article  that  is  now  the  subject  of  discus-  Thepreaent 
arofesses  to  be,  in  the  nature  of  it,  a  history.  It^^^* 
Lti  to  your  Lordships  a  historical  review  of  events  in 
Dvince  of  Benares,  commencing,  I  think,  in  the  year 
and  terminating  in  the  year  1784 ;  comprising,  there- 
ETents  scattered  over  a  period  of  about  twenty  years. 
I  nature  of  it,  it  is  like  all  other  histories ;  the  historian 
'  his  own  opinion  as  to  the  nature  of  the  measures  that 
Lsted,  and  his  opinion  also  or  suspicions  respectinoc  the  Suspicions 

•  /.  ^i_  1  •      xi       !•   X  AT  of  intention. 

aons  oi  the  person  concerned  m  the  history.     And  your 

lups  will  find  it  to  be  extremely  necessary  to  attend  to 

riple  character  of  the  present  charge ;    because,  with 

8t  to  the  measures  themselves,  there  will  be  very  little 

;;  but  it  is  in  the  other  two  characters,  that  is,  with 

jt  to  the  opinions  and  with  respect  to  the  suspicions  of 

ioD,  your  Lordships  will  find  the  whole  criminality  in 

raoent  charge  to  consist ;  and  it  is  to  those  points  I 

rour  Lordships'  attention  to  be  directed. 

'  Lords,  this  charge  is  divisible  into  two  general  parts.  PM'^tory 

list  fourteen  paragraphs  are  introductory,  and  contain  th  Article. 

itter  of  charge  at  all.     It  is  all  prefatory  matter,  for 

irpose  of  establishing  certain  introductory  principles,  as 

B  or  foundation  upon  which  the  charges  arc  built    And, 

ibtedly,  upon  that  part  of  the  subject  it  is  extremely 

Muy  to  be  very  correct ;  because,  ii'  the  premises  are  ill- 

ed,  there  will  be  great  danger  that  the  conclusion  will 
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^ir  s  Bimilar  sum,  and,  in  the  year  1780,  an  additional  de' ^'^^L.^^* 
\mfA  made  upon  him  for  cavalry.  The  general  nature 
»lhrcfore,  of  these  demands  is  a  requisition  of  military 
jHlstance  during  a  wnr ;  and  the  motive  assigned  for  that 
iquiution  is  a  regular  ])lan  formed  by  Mr.  Hastings  to 
0tnasB,  distress  and,  finally,  to  ruin  Cheyt  Sing  from  malice ; 
Ad  that  those  demands  were  rigorously  prosecuted  Avith  the 
lime  bad  intent 

'^It  IB  stated  that,  afterwards,  Mr.  Hastings  prosecuted  ^&JIJ22^*° 
Ihrnej  to  Benares  for  the  purpose  of  effectuating  the  ruin  with»Ttow 
V^ihe  Raja,  and  with  a  view  to  extort  large  sums  of  money  mon^. 
fMn  him,  without  any  just  or  reasonable  cause.  His  conduct 
IPBenarcs  is  then  the  subject  of  particular  discussion ;  and 
I*  is  stated  that  he  there  preferred  against  Cheyt  Sing 
(■igee  represented  as  false,  wicked  and  malicious.  It  is 
liMited  that,  in  respect  of  these  charges,  Cheyt  Sing  deli- 
twd  an  answer  that  was  a  full  denial  or  a  complete  justi- 
bfltion.  It  is  stated,  with  resi)ect  to  the  conduct  of  Cheyt 
Bllgy  that  he  demeaned  himself  with  the  utmost  possible 
ifcuiseion  and  humility ;  which  your  Lordships  will  find 
Htttdd  in  the  twenty-second  paragraph — to  which  I  shall 
lU  your  Lordships'  attention  more  particularly  in  a  subsc- 
it  part  of  this  business — where  it  states  the  extraordi- 
snbmission  and  demeanour  of  Cheyt  Sing.  All  the 
jions  that  he  made  use  of  are  set  forth  verbatimy  for 
hi  purpose  of  representing  this  person  as  a  humble,  faithful, 
fcedient,  suppliant,  zamindar — prince  I  should  say,  for  he  is 
1^  called — making  a  full  justification  of  himself,  desiring  an 
hnuiiy  into  the  charges  ;  notwithstanding  all  which  humility 
Im  submission  and  full  justification,  it  is  stated  that  Mr. 
Hastings  arbitrarily  and  tyrannically  put  him  under  arrest, 
tHA  loaded  him  with  unmerited  indignities. 

*■  The  next  matter  that  is  in  charge  is,  that  Mr.  Hastings  The  origin 
trinrfl   the  insurrection  by  his  violence,  breach  of  faith  and  nctkn 
Iflqpression ;  that  he,  upon  pretences  that  are  stated  to  be  mt* 
llltrsTagant,  untrue  and  incredible — that  Cheyt  Sing  wa8*"«» 
siming  to  establish  his  own  independency  ujwn  the  ruin  of 
^he  British  empire —raised  a  war  against  Cheyt  Sing ;    that 
k#  resisted  all  the  endeavours  of  Cheyt  Sing  for  an  accom- 
Itoodation,  and  that  he  finally  expelled  him  from  his  country ; 
ttnt  the  war  that  followed  upon  it  is  solely  imputable  to 
]Cr.  Hastings,  and  that  he  is  the  person  responsible  for  all 
the  dreadful  consequences  that  followed  upon  that  occasion. 
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Lords,  from  this  statement,  it  must  have  appeared  to  ^  y»B.i792. 
[iOrdships  how  much  of  it  depends  upon  the  two  heads 
[  have   described.     When   we   separate  the  measures 
elves,   stripped  of  all  the  load   of  words  which  are  ^^if™^*^* 
I  about  them,  and  sec  what  are  the  simple  transactions,  tratiHactions 
ippear  to  be  nothing  but  'these — that  Mr.  Hastings  in  ft^Srijuspi- 
»  of  war  called  upon  Chcy t  Sing  for  assistance  ;  that  cjl* "„  [hem!" 
breed  obedience  to  those  orders  by  means  that  are  not  set 
in  the  Article — and,  therefore,  I  do  not  now  anticipate 
ifence ;  but  that  he  prosecuted  these  demands ;  that  he 
rards  made  a  charge  against  Cheyt   Sing  for  having 
Ijed  those  orders,  and  for  disaffection ;  that  he  put  him 
'  an  arrest  in  consequence  of  that ;  and  that,  upon  that, 
nurection  arose.     AVho  was  the  author  of  that  insur- 
O,  is  all  matter  of  opinion,  matter  of  suspicion,  which 
under  the  circumstances.    But,  your  Lordships  observe, 
lansactions  are  reducible  only — to  demands  made ;  to 
ads  prosecuted;    charges  of  disobedience  of  them;  a 
■Ued  to  an  account  for  them ;  and  an  insurrection  in 
jnence  of  it     And  it  is  represented  that  the  whole 

IB  imputable  to  Mr.  Hastings,  and  that  Cheyt  Sing  is 
pr  exculpated. 

Sire  we  go  into  the  particulars  of  the  story  of  these  probability 
idSy  which  are  represented  to  have  originated  entirely  ^J.J'ji^^^aris- 
malice,  I  would  just  observe  that  the  more  natural  ing  from 
ij^  that  they  might  possibly  have  arisen  from  a  sense  ^"  ^^   "  ^' 
bIic  duty — from   Mr.  Hastings  thinking  that  he  had  a 
^  make  these  demands  upon  him,  and  thinking  that  he 
^and  to  make  them.     It  is  possible  that  the  requisition 
c^is  and  service  in  the  time  of  war  might  be  owing  to 
U>tive.     It  is  possible  that  Cheyt   Sing  may  have  ac-  Jf'St^ 

disobeyed  those  demands;   and  that   the  charge  pre- Sing boinsf 

against  him  for  disobedience  may  be  true,  and  not  for^ttiHn-** 
^cked  and  malicious,  as  you  impute  it ;  that,  upon  '*"''"'*^**°"' 
t  might  be  proper  to  arrest  him ;  and  it  is  possible,  at 
tliat  the  subsequent  insurrection  may  be  imputable,  not 
ther  to  Mr.  Hastings,  nor  in  any  part  imputable  to 
lastings,  but  solely  to  Cheyt  Sing,  with  all  the  conse- 
*8  of  it — imputable  to  the  insurgent,  and  not  to  the 
n  against  whose  government  that  insurrection  was  raised. 
[jQids,  I  say  it  is  possible  to  be  so.  I  do  not  at  present 
ore  than  state,  that,  upon  the  face  of  the  transaction, 
appears  to  be  the  more  natural,  the  more  probable, 
ink 
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•  rmnm.  UndoiibtedlT  it  w  not  oouRh  to  mf.tiui  hsMI 
atory  u  reUt«d  is  not  veij  profaKbk.  tiia^>m  wtoitM^ 
it ;  but  I  aa\y  w^y,  that,  upon  tie  iSnt  &«  of  it.  ikjmk 
Kt  Iciut.  that  Muw  crruneou*  ofnaJoiu  fwiireAm4|Mfl 
fpoct  lo  tliD  riyfit  ofmakiap  tsMi  doimli— «■«•  ff^ 
opiaiona  u  to  thu  mode  of  mtkag  tlicm ;  udil^dtl^ 
BltJ«  CTwJil  WM  given  to  Chert  Sror  «fc«Jfc  lieiWw 
— that  bo  wma  pcHecilj  innooeni  of  tJwcAng0<^ 
tum,  ftod  that  that  [wnonol  dtMbedJaoM  o^  ^  f 
pure  fiJditv,  aBectioa  aikJ  «tt«c)aiMl|  to  »3  ilitM 
thai  tKv;  may  be  tuMtakeo  upm  time  in^iedt  Bt* 
yowr  Lordship  to  itH]aire  wMlhtt  Ome  i^mUWJ 
well  fiiuurlnl  en-  not 
am^^  Th<'  prinapnl  part  oT  the  xavpnwitm  !{«■  tla ■ 
mSJIC  n0p€Ct«  the  comi{>t  and  vrickod  intmtHni  n  , 
t^fj^^  HaatingK ;  bcmiiMi,  hhi^  undotihtvdlr,  if  w  4 
lit.  Hattingf  towanb  CbcTt  SoQ  enuld  hm  ■ 
bsM  and  difllMjl!c!al  motive  tii  non  hiiD — <f  ■> '' 
that  tkv  heart  of  man  coald  oooocire  wfi  >  o 
year  177B,  and  proKCiitr  it  fiw  ttrM  jnmta 
taw,  a  more  )iom<)  imilive  caaaot  be  «we«n 
poKon  to  cimeciro  a  dctign  to  ruin  smi^cr  iK  ' 
and  niaa,  a  dreadful  critDe.  For  a  pub&c  wft* 
-Ulion,  (o  abuse  his  tru«  fbc  the  poipo**''!'* 

Cwnin  nulioc  and  reMiottDent ;  tM  «etk»pin«<i 
in  vntnidtod  puqio«ely  t<j  drive  a  whjfol  '"■[J 
perha[»  i  ou^il  not  lo  call  hiiu  m  ftl  p       * 
antid|)nUn<;  the  ai^tncnl— hut,  siill  u 
trilnitary  priiic*.  av  ht-  is  rqircarnlwl  w  !»-*»■ 
vnured,  at  a  jwriod  uf  tlint  iounim'ntdanaKi '**''' 
rebellion,  to  excite  and  provoke  hiui  to  o"  eWJ"*  ^ 
pnrfiiiae — and  to  luive  pniwcuted  Irim  «•  «''"*" Tia 
the  boeeflt.  the  most  horrid  and  diobolial  nvOy' 
cuten-d  into  the  heart  of  man  Hi  canoore, «  ^lv 
imput«^l  to  a  puhlto  man.     My  Lo*d«.  ^b*"  ,   ..■ 
ehatjfc.  your  Lotd«hij»  will  oorUuDly  expert*"!" 
tn  supp<irt  it. 
irrtD««r        My  Ifordf,  I  nm  Bwiire  that  to  prove  «*^  •_.  ^^ 


nfiuo  havo  direct  en'dcnoc.    It  ■ 


oumntnotial  oridenee.  But  droujnrt«rtial  ''^'^"ISI 
greater  or  Icwdcgrre  uf  proof,  aoawdinr  aid*  aM**!!! 
•re  the  Deoeeeory  oonoomitaots  tiT  iba  ML  ""-» 
motive  is  nocmiMiilj  itnpUed  from  th«  aeta— y^^-^  u 
no  eztrinaio  eridMMM»  but  it  a  to  uiH,  inttntiw- 
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I  themselves — undoubtedly,  the  acts  ought  to  be  of  a  uite^iM. 

that  can  be  referrible  to  no  other  motive,  and  that  are 

eferrible  to  that  motive ;   that  are,  in  their  nature, 

■Died  with  circumstances  of  such  a  kind,  that  it  is 

Ue  to  conceive  that  any  person  would  be  committing 

Bte  or  promoting  those  measures  who  was  not  actuated 

I »  motive. 

9  my  Lords,  before  I  examine  the  foundation  of  the 

of  the  question  of  right,  or  the  grounds  upon  which 
y  severe  imputation  is  made  upon  Mr.  Hastings,  will 
ordsbips  permit  me,  in  a  very  cursory  manner,  merely 
e  under    what    circumstances   this  private   personal 

18  imputed  to  Mr.  Hastings,  with  respect  to  these 
38.     My  Lords,  ail  the  measures  that  are  imputed  to  Coneiurrenoa 
rtiye  met  with  the  concurrence  of  every  member  of  di  in  autble 
mcil,  in  the  j>lace  where  they  arose.     Now,  my  Lords,  "••■'**^ 
!«t  me  be  misunderstood  upon  the  present  occasion.    I 
Afer  from  thence,  or  mean  to  argue,  that  the  concur- 
r  others  is  any  vindication  of  a  bad  action :    I  do  not 
»  infer  from  thence  that  the  concurrence  of  others  is 
ument  of  the  rectitude  of  the  measure :  but  I  do, 
timission  to  your  Lordships,  argue,  that,  if  I  can  show 
kXBons,  who  are  not  influenced,  and  not  suspected  to 
anced,  by  that  individual,  personal,  motive  that  you 

to  Mr.  Hastings,  concurring  in  the   same  acts,   it 
m  fair  argument  that  what  you  suspect  to  be  the 
is  not  the  true  motive ;  because  I  find  the  same  acts 
3  by  those  who  are  not  influenced  by  such  a  motive. 
I  will,  only  in  a  cursory  manner,  beg  leave  to  refer 
•mlships  to  the  evidence  now  before  you.     I  will  state 
is  wherein  your  Lordships  will  find  all  these  acts — 
lall  state  presently  in  what  sense  I  use  that  word — 
>ly  receiving  the  concurrent  support  of  every  member 
^uncil,  during  the  period  of  their  execution. 
Lords,  I  stated  that  the  measures  antecedent  to  the  Unanimity 
p  to  Benares  consisted  of  four  denuiqds.     All  four  coanou  in 
la  were  made  with  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  the  on^cSt"* 
Board.     The  first  demand  is  made  upon   the  9th  of  s^* 
J778 ;  and,  by  the  printed  Evidence,  page  67,  your 
ips    will     find    that    the    members    present    were 
Mings,  Mr.  Harwell,  Mr.  Francis  and  Mr.  Wheler, 
U  the  question  was  carried  unanimously. 
next  is  the  commutation  of  this  demand  from  a  requi- 
of  troops  into  a  sum  of  five  lacs.    That  was  upon  the 
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5  malice  of  Mr.  Hastings,  Mr.  Hastings  brings  for-  »p»».i7w. 

to  discussion  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Francis  and  of  cumedinihe 

Hieler,  the  Board  being  full.    Did  that  motive  escape  K^Fnuids 

Aice  of  Mr.  Francis  ?   Was  he  in  the  habit  of  receiving  ^'heiJr.' 

iivoorahly  any  measures  proposed  by  Mr.  Hastings,  in 

»n  1778  and  1779?   And,  in  the  subsequent  period, 

»  in  the  habit  of  overlooking  so  plain  and  clear  an  act 

1 10  stated  to  be — a  direct  breach  of  treaty,  and  origin- 

in  a  foul  motive  to  ruin  an  individual  ?     The  suspicion 

Mt  upon  Mr.  Hastings  of  a  personal  animosity  towards 

;  Sing,  if  it  existed  at  all,  must  have  been  best  known 

Me  who  were  upon  the  spot — particularly  known  by 

nncis,  who  was  upon  the  spot,  and  is  supposed  to  be 

rell  acquainted  with  every  circumstances.     I  shall,  by 

^,  state  the  very  frivolous  circumstance  which  is  relied 

18  producing  this  animosity.     He  was  present ;  he  was 

4nitta  at  the  time ;  awake,  therefore,  to  suppose  and 

»  every  measure  towards  Cheyt  Sing  to  have  originated 

1  motive. 

c,  then,  is    Mr.  Francis — in  the  constant  habit  of  Their  ropro- 

ii  difference  with  every  measure  of  Mr.  Hastings — a  ch'm  sing** 

3no8t  likely  to  have  discovered  that  bad  motive  if  it  ''<*"""<^ 
. — a  person  who,  at  one  time  was  not  friendly  to  the 
'«,  but,  upon  the  first  occasion  of  it,  upon  the  9th  of 
.  778,  starts  a  doubt  upon  the  point — who,  afterwards, 
ixionth  of  August,  1778,  expressly  argues  the  question 
fc — upon  the  19th  of  July,  1779,  agrees  to  it  without 

of  objection  ;  and,  though  he,  in  the  course  of  the 
ciakes  an  objection  to  the  mode  of  prosecuting  the 
ly  yet,  in  the  last  year,  throughout  every  part  of  it 
^curs  in  the  demand].  Upon  the  14th  of  January, 
le  wrote  to  the  court  of  Directors — he  and  Mr.  Wheler, 
•d  also  doubted  upon  the  subject,  when  Mr.  Francis 
r.  Wheler  composed  the  majority,  and  Mr.  Hastings 
e  only  individual  besides  at  Council — reprobating  the 
5t  of  Cheyt  Sing,  and  saying  that,  whether  his  conduct 
from  a  sense  of  independence  or  from  a  fear  of  esta- 
^  a  precedent  against  himself,  his  conduct  is  equally 
K>nable,  and  an  ungrateful  return  for  the  benefits  he 
68  from  this  country.  That  letter  is  signed  by 
^tmcis  and  Mr.  Wheler,  the  two  former  dissentients, 
1  aa  by  Mr.  Hastings.  They  all  three  concur.  Your 
hipB  will  find  that  letter  upon  your  Minutes,  page  90. 
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malice  in  Mr.  Francis  to  support  it,  he  doubting  23  Feb.  itw. 
hi?     Surely  it  is  a  fair  argument  to  say,  that  the  th*nlo~ 
imstance.  of  doubting   of  the   right  makes   it  a^^'*^™^*^ 
imes  more  malicious  in  him.     ^iot  that  I  mean 
re  was  malice  in  either.     I  do  not  say  so.    I  am 
Mr.  Francis  supported  this  measure  upon  pure 
irable  motives ;  from  a  sense  of  duty,  upon  the 
;  it  was  a  right  measure;    that,  notwithstanding 
\t  be  doubts  upon  the  right,  he  thought  it  a  proper 

0  pursue ;  and  Mr.  Francis,  Mr.  Barwell  and 
jf — I  include  them  all — all  acted  upon  pure  and 

\  motives.  Mr.  Hastings  is  the  only  individual,  inforoemcnt 
^can  be  supposed  upon  this  occasion  to  act  from  argument. 
ivcs — and  from  an  individual,  personal,  malice  to 
ig — with  respect  to  this  measure.  Therefore,  I 
if  I  were  not  at  all  to  investigate  the  grounds 
h  it  stands,  if  I  were  not  to  go  into  any  opinions 
ifltion  of  right,  this  circumstance  of  the  concurrent 
n  of  all  the  members  of  the  Council,  after  a 
dissent,  both  upon  the  question  of  right  and  the 
enforcing  it,  [would  satisfy  me  of  the  purity  of 
the  measure] — when  I  find  them  all  ultimately 
»und,  and  concurring,  in  the  last  year  and  in  the 
act  of  Mr.  Francis's  political  life,  in  November, 
he  left  the  country  in  December — in  the  last  act  of 
iling  with  their  approbation  the  demand  of  cavalry 
t  Smg.  Mr.  Francis,  having,  in  the  course  of  the 
entertained  some  doubt  upon  the  subject  of  the 
;  last  convinced  that  all  his  doubts  upon  the  right 
unded ;  that  all  the  ideas  that  force  was  not  neces- 
used  to  this  ziimindar  were  erroneous,  for,  at  last, 
found  to  be  absolutely  necessary ;  and,  at  the  time 

1  Mr.  Hastings  in  other  measures,  he  concurred  in 
\  words  he  uses  show  a  reluctance  on  his  part  He 
8  kst  minute  of  the  26th  of  October,  1780—"  I 
though  I  hope  the  threat  will  be  sufficient."  That 
refore,  that  Mr.  Francis  was  still  disposed  to  go  as 

could  in  favour  of  Cheyt  Sing ;  not  from  any 
notive,  but  from  an  honourable  and  a  right  motive. 
till  an  idea  that  Cheyt  Sing  might  be  induced  to 
>  by  the  threat  only. 

B  also  another  circumstance,  which  is  excessively  Mr.Prmndi'i 
nely,  that  Mr.  Francis  supported  these  demands,  cboyt  Sins's 
rith  a  doubt  of  the  right,  but  also  with  a  declared 
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:0P  /J^/rflM  Ml  the  Firtt  Charge— Beum 

mVnAtn.  doubt  of  tW  tliility  of  Uie  nuui  to  pcrrmrD  tfaem;  ( 

(faduru      Lurd«lti[u  wQt  End  Uuit  Mr.  Fraucts,  in  hu  origbd 

nSin*      tion  upon  tbe  suhjvct,  on  the  ITUi  uf  August.  I77JI, 

'*  ft  will   be  IcM  diitrcMias  to  the  U^s  tit  dcuun 

inaUlincnU  thftn  to  dotnaaa  it  kII   ai  uocc"     AnJ,  i 

lemWr,  1778,  be  inyt— "  Th<j  lUja  rotght  jiiiy  it  if 

it."     Mr.  Fmoou  doubted   both  upoo  the  n^ht  oh 

tki:  nbilitT  tif  the   muu   to  |uiy   it ;  nod    Hr.   Piw 

Mr.  WhcW  ooacnr  in  tlK««t  deuiKotU,  notwithftandhi 

^n«      doubted  UfKut  tlkkw  ptnuto.     Mr.  HactinjtiB,  luTUf  h 

HMtiuc^-     u[)on  utthor,  oonfltxnU/  di:clitr«d  bi«  firm  and  clar  a 

'"**'  both  witJi   Tv«|(Oct    to  tho  rifrlkt  and    with   napect  I 

nbtlity  of  the  nmn  to  pay  it    "niercforo,  I  ■»/,  that,  if  I 

to  dnw  inferences  of  tiiiilim  nnd   nf  liail  uiotifo  Cnn 

itiDncure,  t  abduld  mrcly  be  itrguing  fair  in  At-isff,  did! 

wbo  iupportcd  the  measure*,  <raiertiuniiij>   dvubt*  i^ 

riitlit  and  cDtcTtaioiag  doubts  of  the  ninlity  uf  liw  ■{ 

jiAv  it,  are  (lereon.'  ^rtinet  frbutu  I  cihuiild  (iijiptwc  ilw  A 

of  iiuUi4'^  i*  to  V>t^  tliiriy  (trvcsed.  ratiter  ihAo  ^ntiia] 

hod  D'>  donbt  of  Uiv  right,  wh^)  had  do  doubt  of  1^^ 

and  who  propoced  tho  measure  in  U»t  nomt  of  ric*.    | 

Mr.  Lords,  t  do  iwt  mean  \a  nai  aolely  upon  tbi  M 


lilt  ON 
»  MM 


theso  meaeuree  received :  X  do  not  tarua  to  wain 

the  meainirea  ihcmaelves ;  btit  I  am  only,  in  tiiit 

way,  at  first,  Dtkowing  your  Ltmlchipe  under  wlut 

ttiuiceji  the  charge  of  uidividual  malice  in  th«t 

in  imputed  to  Mr.   iliuit!ngi<.     I   tJudl,  brfive 

subjoct  in  lod'im  (!o  on  with  tJic  bi^toty  uf  Uie 

after  Mr,  Francit  Iffl  the  oonnlry,  oud  l«ft  only  Mt 

^^^^^  lid  Mr.  Uastint;*'  in  tlic  GoTcmmenL     Your  L 

or  Mr.  nuk  find  that  tbe  Eub»equeat  conduct  of  Mr.  IlaeUn^ 

!iu^  t!!^     Cbeyt   Sing;   wae    communicated   to    Mr.    \S'he^> 

UhtiSIdr.  jJp  (laatinga  went  up  to  Benares;  and  I  ha»i 

Hny,   at  lenAt.   tliat  Mr.  Wheler  did    not  di^ipnfo 
There  ia  romu  evideuw  that  he  actually  approveil  <^  ili 
when  it  w»n  ctimmunicjiled  to  liiin,  be  did  i 
what   Mr.  Ha*tiu;{»  pnipone"!   respecting   it.     Ill 
only  [ithvr  member  of  tlic  Cuuntdl ;  and.  if  there 
an.T   duubi   upon    tho  nubjttt,    when    annthiu- 
M^Udi^  Council  was  added  to  the  Buonl,  unwely.  Mi.  Mj 
Mld^l^HD.  *^*'  came  out  in  the  course  of  that  ycair,  Mr.  Wl 

Mr.  Mucphemnn  oAerwords  approved,  ratified  and 
>1^i)!?».u  the  whole  condoot  tX  Mr.  Ilnniings    tifKio   iW 
lVm™™t     '  •"'"  "*>*  t'"'  ?<>"»■  LonUhipft  with  a  porticiiUr  '' 
uf  itn  ulMtcrvatiou  that  i*  made   upou   the  ctiodntf 
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Qin»  which  shows  that,  upon  that  part  of  the  case,  ss  Fbb.i7Q2 
Mtings  did,  with  respect  to  his  conduct  txiwards  Cheyt 
\  Benares,  and  in  all  his  measures,  receive  the  entire 
ition  of  all  persons  then  in  the  Government.  This  is 
Brration  that  is  made  upon  their  conduct  when  this 
fk  under  discussion — and  I  only  state  it  because  it 
•«  the  trouble  of  a  particular  quotation, — 

M  conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings  towards  Cheyt  Sing  has  been  such 
■it  the  approbation  of  this  House,  the  two  members  of  the 
Gonncil,  Mr.  Wheler  and  Mr.  M'Pherson,  are  intitled  to  their 
■pprobatioD,  for  the  unreserx'ed  manner  in  which  they  have 
■£•  acts.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  House  be  of  opinion  that 
ladings  against  Cheit  Sing  were  unjust,  oppressive,  and  con- 
vUic  faith,  those  members  of  the  ('ouncil  who  ap])roved  their 
f{S  are  implicated  in  the  criminality."  * 

in  only  to  say,  that  the  whole  conduct  of  Mr.  Hast- 
nuds  Cheyt  Sing,  before  he  went  up  to  Benares  and 
went  up  to  Benares,  met  with  the  approbation  and 
ence,  finally,  of  every  member  of  the  Council  upon 
t  At  the  time.  I  certainly  do  not  mean  to  argue,  that,  juntmcation 
I  all  those  persons  concurred  in  approving  them,  there-  jJ^Sfj^®*" 
f  measures  are  right  But,  perhaps,  your  Lordships  Kp"erai  ap- 
hat  some  little  presumption  of  that  sort  fairly  arises  them. 
■iBubject;  because,  after  we  have  reasoned  from  do- 
I  and  books,  and  in  our  cloiscts,  upon  subjects  arising 
ler  country,  perhaps  it  will  appear  that  some  credit  is 
those  who  are  upon  the  s|)ot,  who  have  the  best 
if  knowledge,  who  arc  conversant  with  the  manners^, 
soma  and  the  laws,  of  the  country  where  they  govern; 
t  tlie  most  ingenious,  most  learned  and  most  acute, 
!•  upon  the  subject,  confined  to  books  and  in  their 
may  rail  at  measures  that  may  not  be  found  ultimately 
▼e  reprobation.  I  do  not  mean  anything  invidious.  1 
aly  to  say,  that  it  is  possible  that  we  may  be  deceived 
niect  to  measures,  collecting  our  knowledge  through 
fium  of  books  and  papers,  not  being  upon  the  spot. 
persons  who  are  uj)on  the  spot  have  the  advantage  of 
lowledge ;  and  they  have  many  advantages  which  arc 
te  enjoyed  by  persons  at  a  distance.  But,  surely,  it 
pr  me  to  argue,  that  upon  this  subject  there  could  not 
an  any  suspicion  of  malice.  If  the  measures  were  ever 

Sand  inexpedient,  that  could  not  possibly  be.     You  Want  of 
out  some  cause  that  is  ade(|uatc  to  the  effect.     But  Slljiw!**'' 
not  impute  to  the  bad  motive  of  one  individual  what 

ipkment  to  the  Second  Ki>i)ort  from  the  Select  Committee,  p.  32. 
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nm-tm-M  tbe  act  of  fnar,  five,  tax,  •even      It  will  notdi);  il 

bn*d  enough   to    corer   tbu   thing;    tkure  nuxt  h 

•tnMig  oridRDW  tn  nflonl  nich  an  infcreoM  u  ihil.  D 

appear  to  me,  iindrr  F<ioh  cin-ain^tAacc!,  ih*t,itlM>i 

IxiciUlup*  would  flxpcct  Tcrr  etronn  tnd  poiaudenln 

Mtt»fV  vtni  tSal  this  psmordinnrr  ciiviiiBitaottetrfJh 

— tUat  Mr.  IiMtin|r«,acting  uptm  malice,  and  »UkiW 

niin  tliii  pcrMm,  sbould  buve  lliu  coDmirrvoor  (b  del 

of  tbon  who  cooourred  with  biin  in  no  otlii^r  aaotf 

whfl  were  uppoang  tH  hb  othvr  luGuun^tL    Tlit  tbrf ^ 

do  the  vary  mmc  thing  who  went  am  aniet  tk  oJi 

ftt  nil  of  tfaftt  bwl  dt!«^.  i»  s  tDuat  eJEtmirdiD&rr  cira^ 

to  kmp[>ca. 

yfT-K  jT '      ^^J'  ^"'^'  *"  olrtcmvliciti  wa»  mwlo  *iUi  rafptl  *•' 

^'mtinilt  ebnrgptf,  l]ntt  thcj  wcrv  intillcc!  to  pttrtkuilm  rei[)KlU 

Syiifn   pcrwtM   who   cnt«rtun   ilifier^ot  ]>oIiticU  taiBt^ 

ooncorrvd  in  their  rapnort.     I  bcx  to  sir.  tliat  tbt  *■ 

fiur&rvumctit  to  bo  ■admfctl  to  jour  LonlsKp:* 

yoar  Loni*hipa  »re  tu  detenuiue  upun  your  oini  <ff 

M»d  not  upon  the  Ofnoioas  whicli  anr  otliier  pcn^at^ 

But,  ns  an  argumetit   that  tlic  (■hargc*  wcr«  act  B* 

th«  ooncurrenoc  of  pcnona  who  t-ntertain  Jiffi-ratji 

MrDtinivntt  Intrly  nppQc*.     Now  give  mi-  Iiaw  l»^ 

■rfnuncnt  to  the  prwciit  snbjfCt.     W"p  have  pcTMWfl 

Tt,  of  ditfcrvnt  political  eenlitneotF,  all  uniliiig  "^ 
thc9D  uinsures.  Then,  to  taku  the  right  k* 
centlcnum's  own  argument  npon  the  vuhject.  It  tflM 
mfcreDce  both  of  the  rectitude  (irtbememBTCcandthi 
>J™[  of  dto  motire.  Give  mc  leave  t*.  put  thecMelbli 
»S«^  Uuuw  of  Ciminutns,  or  in  any  olKcr  MwmUj  of  W 
u«  gracmlly  in  tlm  hnbits  nf  [nliticol  diSmnoe,! 
find  the  Mini>t<!r  for  tlio  tinio  being  brinzii^  ^ 
niDnmro.  ocaitMt  a  {utnicnlar  iodiridual,  saS  thOM  i 
in  tbe  habit  of  opjvwin^  tli«t  Minister  AmiM  »f 
nincur  with  ynu  in  it ;  wc  approve  of  it  ami  puppori 
it"  Would  not  any  num  say  that  tliat  was  a  fair  « 
to  sliow  ttial  tlu!  conduct  nf  that  MJtii^or  U>  tbst  iti 
di4l  not  orijfinale  in  n  ^iiuittcr  or  camipt  motive? 
first  pUcc,  tnat  hi!  would  unt  have  brouj^il  furwan 
•crulioy  of  his  <ipi>onenl«  n  int-omn!  origionting  ins 
tnolirc ;  in  the  nut  pliict,  thnt  it  could  not  havcoo 
ohecrvntioa  of  thitfo  onjionenti^ ;  and,  lastly,  ihil  bv  t 
InsB  likely  to  obtain  tbcir  iiipport  when  Uiey  hsi  i 
Itic  (iropnctj-  of  the  nieaEuro  7     I  hop*.'  I  bsTC  3000 


^ 
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nring  that  that  which  is  the  principal  part  of  this  charge,  2SFkb.i79I. 
Hetyy  that  all  these  measures  originated  in  a  bad  motive, 
MS  forward  under  very  improbable  circumstances. 
A  lias  already  been  stated,  in  the  general  opening,  that 
iJinotiony  upon  the  9th  of  July,  1778,  was  made  in  conse- ThoqueHtion 
fSMse  of  a  doubt,  arising  in  conversation,  respecting  the  foVrSf  b^T 
lA.     Mr.  Hastings  himself  entertained  no  doubt  upon  that  i5Ij;to*the 
fetioDy  but,  finding  that  an  individual  member  had,  in  ^J^mSSL. 
venation  only,  suggested  a  doubt — and  that  so  faintly  ton. 
^_;  it  did  not  form  any  part  of  the  minute — Mr.  Hastings, 
»9&tely,  in  a  way  that  clearly  shows  how  conscious  he 
_  <lf  the  rectitude  of  his  own  measures,  says — "  If  there 
ly  doubt  upon  the  question  of  right,  let  the  question  be 
to  our  superiors."     He  then  immediately  records  his 
opinion  upon  the  subject,  on  purpose  that  it  may  be  j,^,^^ 
ned  by  his  su{)eriors  —  that  they  may  see  what   his  of  hu  own 
Mm  18,  and  the  grounds  of  that  opinion.     Mr.  Hastings  ^'p^^"* 
B  Bays — ^*  I  agree  to  the  question,  in  the  original  form  of 
fteeming  it  a  right  inherent  in  every  Government   to 
i«e    such   assessments   as   it  judges  expedient  for  the 
service  and  the  protection  of  all  its  subjects ;  and 
not  precluded  from  it  by  any  agreement  subsisting 
sn  the  Raja  and  this  Government^'      There  is  Mr. 
^  \  proposition — whether  well  founded  or  not,  will  be 
ftnt  I  shall  consider  by  and  by ;  but  all  I  mean  to  say  at 
imt  is,  that  this  was  the  open  conduct  of  an  honest  man 
^  liad  nothing  to  conceal — "  Here  is  my  proposition ;  if 
L  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  it,  send  it  to  our  superiors ;  let 
n  decide  it."      Is  it  to  be  supposed  that,  if  Mr.  Hastings 
^  conscious  that  he  was  bringing  forward  a  measure  with 
Hew   to   ruin    a   man,    he  would  invite  and  attract  the 
loe  of  his  superiors  to  it  ? — that  he  should  be  the  only 
K^  to  do  that,  tl)ough  the  other  members  of  the  Board 
MiA  have  let  it  piiss  over  in  silence  ?     For  Mr.  Francis,  you 
L  find,  says  not  a  word  upon  the  question  of  right ;  says 
ft  word  upon  reference  to  our  superiors ;  but,  Mr.  Hast- 
fc  Miys — **  I  have  no  doubt  upon  the  right,  but  if  you  have 
>abt  about  it,  let  the  question  be  referred  to  our  superiors 
et  them  determine  it"     He  is,  therefore,  the  person 
L  calls  the  notice  and  attention  of  his  superiors  to  that 
eh  is  8uppo&ed  to  be  his  own  wicked  and  malignant  act : 
brought  home  to  his  superiors. 

c  doubt  had  arisen;   and  your  Lordships  will  recollect Xo cinrw- 
ti  what  subject  the  doubt  was.    In  the  commenccmont  of  ^^j^gb^SSon 


iJ  which  wmt  to  onai 
^tt  Din-oioT*  tHvn  are  pi 
Kv  the  ttine  bving,  IhCc 
nrduiur;  enoivo  eorne,  in  p 
«taiKW.  Mr.  Huiiagc  amy 
•  ri(^it.  'iunog  the  wmr,  i 
umisti  nKtiMt,  toll  tn.  If 
jtct,  mttkI  out  ^our  b«ttl«r 
tJMttii  tncfuirii.L':  viu  liai 
caantlt  kU  il 
the  antgoet  : 
an  the  diai!> 

of  -WM-;  tl"  tv  i..t  ...-.ii. 
eltrrkx,  nsxminflris  unci  |»er 
thini;  lor  Tou — do  you  on 
if  HIT  urriuina  \»  wrMig,  t 
Re  NAdi  to  th«in,  in  tl 
draim*  to  bo  directed  by 
Then*  i«  fievt  {n  thi-m.  Trai 


pabtiu 


nuui  ahroad?      He 
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idade  is  the  opinion  of  the  court  of  Directors  and  all  28F«b.i792. 
to  whom  the  despatches  are  carried  ?     Is  he  not  to 
M  that  silence  gives   consent,  because  silence   must 
ba  to  the  continuance  of  the  demand  ?     He  could  not 
it     He  had  stated  that  he  meant  to  continue  it  during 
■r;  therefore,  if  they  thought  it  contrary  to  the  treaty, 
I  incumbent  upon  them  to  have  said  so.     Silence  could 
perate  to  prevent,  but  must  to  continue ;   therefore, 
the  court  of  Directors  received  the  accounts  of  those 
adfl,  as  they  were  made  for  four  years  together,  and 
'  ofiered  a  word  of  disapprobation,  Mr.  Hastings  was 
i  to  infer  from  thence,  they  had  no  doubt  upon  the 
ion  of  right  which  was  referred  to  them.     He  could 
Mwnbly  suppose,  if  his  conduct  was  not  approved  of, 
dl  the  court  of  Directors  were  so  indifferent  to  the 
I  of  the  Company  that  they  would  not  read  the  de- 
hes;    or,  if  they  read  them,  that  they  were  so  corrupt 
not  one  of  them,  if  he  discovered  it  to  be  an  act  con- 
to  treaty,  would  have  said  so.      He  could  not   have 
med  to  think  so  of  his  superiors.     If  that  was  the  fact, 
Borry  for  it     I  do  not  believe  it,  for  their  sake.     But, 
hsa  the  misfortune  to  serve  such  masters,  who  will 
cU  him  how  he  is  to  act  when  he  refers  his  conduct  to 
judgment,    he   must  conclude   from   thence   that   his 
let  is  approved  in  that  particular,  and  that  he  must  go 
the  same  course.     Give  me  leave  to  ask  how  would  it  be  i^gt^nc^ 
I  case  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  or  a  Governor  in  conduct 
9  West  Indies,  informing  a  Secretary  of  State  that  he  Lk'ut<»niiut 
■es  a  certain  line  of  measures   during  the   war,  and  *''^'^'»n<t 
Bg  his  approbation  or  disapprobation  respecting  it,  and 
ccretary  of  State  not  sending  him  back  a  word  of  dis- 
Imtion?     Is  it  to  be  understood  that  men  in  public 
■u  abroad,  when  they  communicate  the  measures  they 
1  to  pursue  to  their  superiors  at  home,  who  have  all  the 
Beans  of  knowledge,  for  a])probation  or  disapprobation 
t  to  be  understood  that  they  act  at  their  peril  ? — that,  if 
do  not  go  on  and  act  upon  their  own  judgment,  they 
be  then  guilty  of  coun>e  of  misconduct ;    but,  if  they 
St  upon  their  own  judgment,  if  they  do  act  upon  an 
ed  approbation  of  their  superiors,  that,  after  tliat,  they 
3  be  impeached  for  their  conduct  ?     And  is  it  now  to  be 
after  this  had  been  lying  before  the  court  of  Directors 
lar  years,  that  you  are  to  be  impeached  for  having  acted 
the  implied  approbation  of  that  long   silence  of  the 
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-Mjs  he — '^  particularly  discussed  this  at  full  length,  ttVn.iT8ii 
3,  upon  this  subject,  I  have  the  misfortune  to  diifer  in 

1  with  the  highest  talents  in  the  kingdom.  Those 
I  think  it  right  to  take  this  public  opportunity  of 
my  testimony  in  favour  of*      Now,  here  we  have 

litted  to  us  that  upon  this  subject  there  is  at  least 
ttty  of  opinion.  After  it  has  been  discussed  for  years 
r  great  talents  and  abilities  have  been  employed  to 
it  out  not  to  be  a  right— we  are  told  by  the  right 
mble  gentleman  who  opened  this  Article,  that,  upon 
try  subject,  the  highest  talents  are  of  opinion  that  the 
8  aa  Mr.  Hastings  conceived  it!     Then,  upon  that 

goes  to  the  foundation  of  this  Article — which  cuts 
by  the  roots — that  which  pervades  every  part  of  it — 
t  which  it  cannot  stand  a  minute — upon  that  subject 

told  that  the  highest  talents  in  the  kingdom,  employed 
time,  not  by  any  friend  or  supporter  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
A  private  room,  but  in  the  very  place  of  accusation— 
3ii8  accusers — is  compelled  to  admit,  by  the  strength  of 
n  just  judgment  ui>on  that  subject,  he  would  have 
l2I  the  same  manner !  I  do  not  urge  this,  in  the  least, 
ring  that  the  thing  is  right  because  tlie  highest  talents 
apged  in  support  of  it ;  but  surely  it  is  too  much  to 
.t  your  Lordships  arc  to  attribute  that  to  malice  and  a 
"to  ruin  a  man,  when  the  highest  talents  in  the  king- 

2  exactly  of  the  same  opinion  and  would  have  done  the 

2t    If  it  be  malice  in  Mr.  Hastings  to  have  done  it,  is  Abettor*  of 
a  thousand  times  more  malicious  to  support  it  when  sureseqi»Uy 
Did  the  point  of  malice  escape  notice  ?     No !  it  was  JrttffmSke. 
y  object  of  the  charge.     When  that  malice  was  pointed 
rhen  that  malice  was  argued  upon — when  every  effort 
human  mind  was  exerted  to  convince  your  Lordships 
was  malicious — so  obstinate  is  the  malice  of  that  other 
.  that  he,  notwithstanding  all  this,  perseveres  in  abet- 
liding  and  supporting,  the  very  act  done  by  Mr.  Hast- 
Q  India !      I   say,  therefore,  Mr.   Hastings   has   the 
«tion,  at  least,  that,  if  this  was  malice,  he  has  a  good 
companions  in  his  malice — a  great  number  of  persons 
rould  have  been  guilty  of  the  same  malice  towards 
:  Sing. 
5  are  told  by  the  rif^ht  honourable  Manajjer,  himself,  Opporfttoo 

JO                                             *^     '                  '  of  opinknu 
— on  toe  OMe. 

ds  is  the  inbstance  of  a  Btatement  made  by  Mr.  Fox  in  opeoing  the 
btfge  ;  Tol.  i.,  p.  224. 


^^^^^B       pteolie*  him  for  ttrnnd  My«~^  y^a 

Dulicc."     If  ho  l>nd  mm),  on  the  ooui 
wc  hire  no  ripht'— than  h*.'  would 
boDMurablt!   {M-rmiii  of  M|tinl  nbilitiei 
Hcted  ooDtniry  to  my  oiiiaiiMi.  utd  t 
and  uirruntinu  that  imlaiwd  yotx  to  d 
hare  actiKl  f'tHutx  wiv,  he  would  havo 
jTCNliMrt  uliilitiu  in  tlw  kingdom. 
■■■MfM        I  ••liniild  tiatc  thought,  «»mii  little 
^Sr''     miRht  Iv  (■Iwwii  to  publio  Mraona,  i 
their  puhlir,  life,  lUv  fMl  tiiemwlvei 
th«ir  opiniona  and  to  net  Aoomling  u 
ment  upaa  great  cnontitutioanl  iiuwt 
Wft  bftTC  M  •wa,  1  think,  in  our  oira  t 
to  Imvo  ttHluowl  ».>fMe  linle  latitudo  oi 

mriMBg  pvon  in  our  own  eonntrr,  wh« 
am  bflttttr  wtnhli<h<'d— wht-re  loraed 

tiocA  I  go  nut  of  tho  prwi-nt  praocei 

engaged  in,  to  ^Uovr  llisit  upon  peat  i 

there  miiy  Xm  u  divEinity  ot  opinion, 

^f^J"  (liing  of  mftltm  or  any  powibln  aniaieri 

;*?i'£"'^'   t"  ""Othfr  Bvenl,  tlial  for  a  tune  «pn 

*(rwfv         ihf  noimtry,  whcrft  Mpi>n  n  (rwnt  qiicii 

aditferciK-o  of  opiniimT*     Surely  it  w 

atioa  that  subject,  (liSmnce  nf  tirnnio 
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i  the  individual  that  it  must  be  founded  in  malice  if  it  tsFsB^iTss. 
oat  to  be  wron^^  p      I  hes  to  say  that,  if  a  single  Mr.  Hut- 
ioal  would  come  forward^  not  actuated  by  this  bad  ftJSmmaUee 
1^  to  say,  with  respect  to  Mr.  Haeitings'  conduct  in  this  of ^'JSSSaof 
•B— **  1  Iiave  examined  it ;    I  have  read  all  upon  the  ^JJiiS?* 
b;    I  have  used  niy  best  means  of  information  with 
fc  to  all  that  he  actually   did    towards  Cheyt    Sing; 

of  opinion  that   he  acted,    not   only   strictly    justi- 

-bat  highly  meritoriously;  I  think  I  should  have 
bhe  same  thing  "  —  if  I  could  find  an  individual  of 
■dents  and  great  character  that  would  come  forward 
yj — "that  is  my  opinion  upon  it" — then,  whether 
astings  was  right  or  not,  I  should  not  inquire ;  be- 
lt is  enough  for  me  to  say,  it  could  not  arise  from 
S  because  here  are  the  most  disinterested,  the  most 
vible,  persons,  of  the  highest  talents,  after  all  that  has 
nid  and  written  upon  the  subject,  who  avow  their 
k  in  favour  of  these  same  acts,  considering  them 
"  justifiable  and  highly  meritorious. 
"ve  taken  the  liberty,  just  in  this  way,  in  a  very  cur- 
anner,  to  submit  to  your  Lordships  a  few  observations, 
ag,  as  it  appears  to  me,  a  fair  ground  of  })resumption 
b  any  supposed  malice  operating  with  Mr.  Hastings,  in 
irt  of  his  conduct  towards  this  person ;  and  I  ho})e  I 
setablished  a  sufficient  ground  to  induce  your  Lord- 
to  suspect,  at  least,  that  these  opinions  respecting 
Pleasures,  and  these  opinions  respecting  these  inten- 
a&ay  not  be  well  founded.  I  do  not  ask  your  Lordships 
Airther ;  because  I  will  now  enter  upon  the  particular 
«ion  of  the  particular  measures,  one  by  one,  and  I  will 
He  the  grounds  upon  which  they  are  impeached,  and  wenknen  of 

which  motives  are  imputed  to  Mr.  Hastings  of  aJJ^mlSSoh? 
tr  nature.  And  I  tnist,  when  your  Lordships  come  to  JJ^^^*** 
Q  grounds  upon  which  these  opinions  are  founded,  that 

turn  out  that  they  proceed  upon  mistake,  from  the 
:iing  to  the  end — from  partial  extracts  of  documents, 

the  remainder,  if  referred  to,  explains  it — from  taking 
ts,  pieces  and  Hcra{)s,  of  documents,  instead  of  looking 
1  whole,  and  where*,  if  you  read  the  whole,  the  sense  is 
f  made  up  and  completed;  and  that,  with  res{)ect  to  all 
iBpicions  of  intention,  they  are  collected  upon  grounds 
vcuous  that,  when  they  come  to  be  examined  into,  I  am 
eded  there  will  not  remain  the  smallest  particle  of 
t,  in  the  mind  of  any  one  person  whatever,  that  Mr. 
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tings  had  declared  his  opinion  that  it  was  so ;  and  ttfta-iTWL 

le  point  to  be  mode  out  bj  the  fourteen  first  para- 

f  this  charge.     Now,  that  induces  a  necessity  for 

amine  those  treaties^  to  see  whether,  in  any  one  of 

in  the  acts  that  are  referred  to,  there  is  the  smallest 

>r  that  assertion.     I  trust,  when  the  whole  comes  to 

nedy  your  Lordships  will  sec  it  is  all  founded  upon  a 

from  beginning  to  end,  and  that,  in  truth,  there  is 

east  foundation  for  it. 

1 1  enter  upon  tliat  inquiry,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of 

iir  one  or  two  preliminary  propo.sitions.       In  the  Sabjecti 

X  i_^T  i_i  1  bound  to 

e — to  go  by  steps — 1  apprehend,  as  a  general  propo-  contribute 
b  will  not  be  disputed  that  the  subjects  of  every  [^rt*offfie 
generally  speaking,  are  bound  to  contribute  to  the  ««»pi«. 
of  that  empire  in  a  time  of  war,  and  that  the 
Q  power,  wherever  it  be  lodged,  has  an  unalienable 
call  forth  and  associate  for  the  public  defence  the 
al  strength  and  power  of  every  member  of  that 
[  lay  that  down  as  a  general  proposition.  I  believe 
bardly  be  disputed.  I  conceive  it  to  be  the  first 
sin  every  society ;  without  it,  society  could  not  exist, 
t  point  for  which  men  must  unite  themselves  into 
is  for  mutual  defence ;  and,  I  believe,  the  wildest 
of  the  "  Rights  of  Man"  never  doubted  but  that 
inal  social  compact  upon  this  subject  is,  that  all  the 
al  members  of  society  are  so  bound,  and  must  and 
«ase  to  be  liable,  so  long  as  they  continue  members — 
t  is  the  fruit  of  that  relation  so  long  as  it  subsists, 
is  unalienable,  because  it  docs  appear  to  me  to  be  a 
ction  in  terms  to  suppose  a  i)crson  to  be  the  subject 
npire  and  not  be  liable  to  the  first  duty  of  a  subject, 
the  duty  of  co-openiting  in  the  public  defence.  In 
^'hen  he  co-operates  in  the  public  defence  he  co- 
in his  own  defence ;  and  you  can  no  more  permit  an 
b1  member  of  the  political  body  to  withdraw  himself 
general  force  than  a  member  of  the  natural  body  to 
act — that  he  should  be  paralytic  on  one  side  and  not 
all  persons  that  are  united  in  society  must  bo  bound 
forth,  either  in  their  j)crson  or  their  purse,  to  co- 
in the  public  defence.  I  conceive  there  is  no  doubt 
at  genei*al  principle ;  and  yet,  I  think,  your  Lord- 
ill  find,  by  and  by,  that  the  argument  will  resolve 
ito  that  principle,  because  I  shall  show  indisputablyi 
that  Chcyt  Sing  was  a  subject. 


o  *«.  ve  w«c«  pjr^nij  toU,  hr  ■ 

J        J.  ^  there  H  ngoai  ( 

r**><*  »«r»  «m^  mmc  alioald  i 
■*Mn  wrnu  «««U  be  I 

m  mA  ft  MM^  :  i»  »  the  vcrr  «v«K<t  d  it  t_ 
^fc^h^haity  «fflMttaj  CM»awA>n  faebtmndti 
M*«M-  I  «••  •  little  ■■iuimjlJ  lo  faea-  the  I 
Mm  ^r<A»M|i,»iiiayait  cksntgeavtaie.  iWifj 
■laatv  A*  t^moe*  «ct«  alwi^  liutted  is  tbdr  *" 
AMtkOT  vnvcaafiaed,  {  tbbkk  ItevutH,  to  tu 

ttetUMCataftMght:    mod  tb*  BMZfT^r  the  1 
-* — *—     S»  ih«.  wnnvfiag  H.  tlttt  i^  ia  « fi 

i-o-j  5^  „^  *t  »ll ;  for  all  tfc»  at «_  , 

e  of  |M»o&       What  tf  tu  he4«M»* 
1"«  «f  »«i   if  **■«   w«»  »D  ^      acre  u   a   niHlwrr  ta»» 
viikfBt  ifc*  fiatotjcri  of  a  raititarr  trnurr^T 
«f^Mft    Ti^l4VtMMp»kiKMrth*'l  r1)  thai 
I  ifaC  HC  ga  nto  aullMxibes  opou  the  mbj-: 

t  pnifwr  fencUl  tconre*— /;,^..,^i-.  ...-- 

loFw  MnonTfu.      The  vrrr  c#6n«f  a,  tW 

•wJ  bt  WWMtain  ;     aiu]  it  «tm  onlr  tuiilM* 

r_-o  flf  the  v%iBAl  pnper  fiefa  wbm  tbrt  oof 

H^  I  wiy  «bI7  mr  »  wori  with  rwpect  to  the  eharvttf  «W, 
*  1  think,  E  alMll  *bo«  riiar  Lurdahip*  thu  ficiwo  waf  i»- 
I  H«^  «idi  mpveC  lo  *  auumdar;  tint  ■  zvoiahf  if 
ladlkws^nn,  as  yoai-  Lordshitw  Uaow,  risrnifnag  hri- 
>**w  ■  Ptrma  worA  lamm  tmof  land.  iii>d  rfiw'tha  hdife 
«tf  it — «  badlnUf* ;  thai  »U  the  laiidlH>l<leF«  »r  ■'>-  ^"^r* 
«•  imiMr* — ihe  boMei*  of  liiml  of  the  iM>i 
the  n«-«er  u>U  ptvpHrlor  uf  the  Duil,  who  i- 
roerivf!*  s  rent  ftMcn  sJl  nf  them  for  their  1ii  ! 

•  SsiWSpnJiBf  Mr,  Grv;  to  -vralng  tW  Ftnt  Clsw;  lalLifVi 
It  «4  W  aMMvd  IkM  Mr.  PKiner  kai  iRcrtaalcMl  ihr  ■iTjimimi  d^tai^ 


A 
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p6  will  find  it  to  be  very  material  to  attend  to  that  ^  vbb^itm. 

ance — that  the  money  they  do  pay,  and  that  the 

9  permanent,  annual,  revenue  paid  by  them,  is  a  rent 

r  land,  paid  by  all  the  zamindars  of  the  country. 

led  formerly,  I  believe,  to  assemble  upon  a  day  called 

f9L,  when  they  came  to  receive  their  robes  of  honour, 

lads  and  kabuliyatd,  &;c.,  that  were  made  out  every 

hem.     In  the  reign  of  Ackbar,  it  waa  settled  for  ten  Terms  of 

the  zamin,  or  rent,  that  was  fixed  afterwards  was  **"**■*• 

So  at  different  periods  of  time  they  have  been  more 
zed  ;  and  a  variety  of  opinions  have  been  entertained 
AkiDg  it  permanent  or  not — varying  it,  and  soon; 
general  mode  of  settling  between  the  sovereign,  as 
I  and  those  zamindars,  as  holders  of  the  land,  has  been 
ly,  if  the  zamindar  will  not  come  up  to  the  terms  the 
yposes,  he  is  intitled  to  a  nmshahara  or  nankar,  as 
ed — some  little  allowance — and  the  sovereign  takes 
>n  of  the  country,  and  the  lands  go  to  somebody  else. 
,  he  deals  with  him  as  a  farmer — a  holder  of  the 
aying  a  certain  stipulated  rent,  which  is  matter  of 
•  between  them,  and  which  is  variable  or  fixed 
g  as  they  agree  for  one  year  or  more,  or  for  a  per- 

that  rent  is  a  perfectly  distinct  thing,  and  has  nothing  Distinction 

vith  the  obligation  which  attaches  upon  him  as  a  dutu^  m  a 

That   obligation,     arising    in    another   character,  **'***^^' 

from  the  relation  of  a  subject  to  his  sovereign,  and 
he  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant,  is  a  i)erf'ectly  dis- 
Mtracter  and  distinct  obligation,  namely,  you  hold 
id  uix)n  the  payment  of  a  rent,  and,  ultra  and  beyond 
u  are  liable  to  defend  your  t^overeign — to  defend  the 
id  yourself — not  as  matter  of  contract,  upon  which 
X)  make  any  specific  stipulation  with  you.  but  arising 
e  constitution  of  Hindustan,  that  you  all  constitute 
ce  the  public  force  of  the  kingdom,  in  a  case  where, 

Lordships  know,  there  is  no  provision  by  taxes  to 

considerable  revenue — no  comnmtation  of  that  public 

I  am  s[)eaking  generally  of   the   constitution  of 

tan,   and    where,    therefore,   the  sovereigns  of  that 

protecjt  themselves  l)y  means  of  the  landholders  co- 
ig  in  the  public  defence ;  and  your  Loi*dMii|>s  will 
.t  all  the  history — But  I  do  not  mean  to  trouble  ycmr 
ips  with  any  great  authorities  upon  tliis  subject,  be- 
lobody  can  look  into  the  history  of  India  without 


•».«» 


.«>•  erne.  kL^"  '<  •MlhZ^P"  •"*  I 
M«,l,^  7"'. »  ■"■«;»„  .,  "^"f.""".  rwj 

■'"'■■SSji?';"?'  i-^.f,  '„' » -ok p.. , 
r^  'o  ood™;;  T*-  "«"«» s  °f™  fl«»i  <•«>< 

of  i,.       "P".  Md  tk^^'"-'  «'«"  «.  m'd.^' 


fou 


Speech  o/Mr.Plumer.  721 

f  of  a  subject;  and  in  the  lost  place,  that  he  was  notaFKB.i7w. 

%lded  to  be  exempted.     I  deny  all  their  propositions — 

fhe  was  either  independent,  an  independent  prince,  or 

•t  lie  was  ever  exempted ;   that  he  could  be  so^  or  was 

I  intended  to  be  so. 

^nd,  with  respect  to  independence,  I  trust  it  will  appear, 

it  comes  to  be  exiunined  fairly,  that  it  is  an  entire 
,  and  that  the  only  sense  in  which  that  word  is  ever 

ia  any  one  part  of  all  the  records  upon  the  subject,  will 

md  to  be  tins — and  I  state  it  beforehand,  in  order  that 
r  Lordships  may  sec  whether  I  make  good  my  proposi- 
or  not — that  the  only  independence  that  Chey  t  Sing  Absolute  in 
father  ever  had  was  this — the  independent  govern- Jj^veJIJ^'^en^. 

snd  management  of  iiis  country,  as  between  him  and 
inhabitants  of  the  country;  that  his  zamindary  was 
i^  to  him  free  and  uncontrolled  ;  that  the  internal  govern- 
■t  was  meant  to  be  given  up  to  hini  entire,  without  the 
Inference  of  the  Englit^h  Company  at  all ;  but  that,  when- 

that  word  is  used,  if  they  would  but  have  looked  at  the 
ge,  the  same  senlcncc  of  the  document,  they  would 

bund  that  the  word  "  independent "  is  constantly  qua- 
3  in  this  manner — '^  under  the  acknowledged  sovereignty  butmibject 
Bie  Company ;"  and  that  the  sovereignty  of  the  Com-  ^^^my. 
^  18,  in  the  most  positive,  express  and  direct,  terms  that 
mitge  can  import,  ''  reserved,  in  as  full,  large  and  ample, 
i^nner  as  ever  was  held,  or  might  have  been  held,  by  any 
^eir  former  sovereigns."  These  are  the  very  words  of  a 
^nent  that  they  have  quoted,  selecting  the  word  "  inde- 
f^nt,"  and  leaving  it  to  operate  generally,  in  the  full 

unqualified  sense  of  the  word  "  independent,"  when, 
Ae  very  same  document — in  the  same  page — in  the 
^  sentence — it  is  qualified  in  this  manner — "  under  the 
kowledged  sovereignty  of  the  Company;"  with  a  full, 
^^t,  direct,  reservation  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  Com- 
"^  and  expressly  stating  his  vassalage.  So  much  with 
^ct  to  independence. 

^  the  next  place,  with  respect  to  his  being  exempted  hu  obiig*- 
^  the  duty  of  a  subject,  1  say,  that  the  most  express  su^^. 
^^ment  cannot  dissolve  it.  You  cannot  be  a  subject  and 
^  subject ;  and  it  is  treason  against  the  state  to  suppose 
-  it  can  divide  itself.  If  he  is  a  subject,  he  must  be 
•Q  to  this  primary,  fundamental,  duty  of  a  subject.  But, 
^  it  comes  to  be  examined,  what  is  this  idea  of  exemp- 
^?  It  will  be  found  to  be — and  it  was  so  clearly  ex- 
^OL.  II.  z  z 


■9M.1IK  pnmeA  tluu  it  is  MtaaUuiig  Id  me  bow  Uvn  owU  \ 

doobf  sboiit  it — tlist  liie  oal/  i;seiiipt»fl  dm  he  Iff 

at  in  wu  thia — to  nuJce  the  rent  he  pud  fnrbitlirf 

fisnd  Ksd  uiTwialilc      But  tlic  tdea  or  tva  '^^^ 

from  the  geauni  (Iu(7  that  he  oireil,  t^  oblfflfW" 

WW  uDiler  w  pcribrta  milituT-  eer\ieea,  u  tht  mo4- 

oMOi  ida  thM  cTvr  watt  catcrtaioed.     Be  ww  mIm 

rM  fixed  uid  iavariablc.     Bmt  ■nddinyinHiaifl 

(!h«nct«r  Kod  in  a  difl(>rGiit  rvIstMrn^  aai,  iha^vit,  »<■ 

foonil  to  be  &U  nvolvKblc  into  tbtBc  two  jasatnmt^ 

I  take  tb«  liberty  of  colliii^  f  bem  eo,  becaiM  I  Wl 

nctir  uvained  erery  page  »od  CTeiyparJaf  l*«t^ 

oadcitikc  to  prove  tu  tu«  aatislartioa  of  '"^'7^^?^ 

(bondfltioD  of  tbsi  error,  that  we  had  noxigBt  ^^4 

Chejt  Siiaf,,  mulraa  tuelf  tntu  me  at  tbcK  n>P  > 

a  mbtaken  idea  of  hu  iodq«ndeaoe,  or  a  r-*^^ 

h»  exGtnptioti. 

tn«^^       Hj  IfOrd*,  I  come  now  to  nnuider,  at  ehorilf  ■*?<  ^ 

Sl^*^^  the  trctttica  tfarr  have  olladed  to ;  and  thi?  rwm  ■ 

kIvcs  intii   four    periada — the  msiod  of  I'M  *••  j 

wUoh  I  ooosdcr  Be  odc  : — for  tnvy  hai"?  arrioJ  »  J 

1764  and  1 7S&,  w  hicb  ia  in  llic  timi:  uf  Chcit  ^V^ 

In  otder  to  find  oot  this  propootioti,  we  iWit  M" 

wmv  fin-  it;  wo  havu  gwie  eleven  jneai*  hwst  uM 

umI  to  ojOcct  it,  if  it  couM  be  coUectrd,  froa  il| 

of  orciy  tbin^  thai  a  u»a  laid  aod  irnte.  1 

cxfimets  an  ow]i!Ct«d  to  Riakc  oni  (bit  pN~^ 

begin,  I  md,  with  th*  ycar»  17W  and  KH  ; 

the  year  177(1,  the  year  1770,  and  the  year  In 

finrt  three  aQ  i«late  to  the  period  wtea  he*>Q 

his  former  eorcrcigii.  thai  ta,  to  Sirj*-iid-Pi>*'yJ 

be  Urod,  or  li.  A*off-udDowla  after  S«|*-od-P'" 

January,  1775. 

TtMiwit        Vuar  Liirdchip«  laidw  that   thtf  countiT  «■  ' 

aSlJoMteWoDgiag  to  the  subuhdar  of  Oud*!,  aeMrtofBi*' 

52J^"'  hut  WM  obuiiiiL-d,  af  bae  been  folly  tipWcdtftT 

shipd.  in  the  year  1772,  upon  the  new  inail«  ndr 

new  Wazir,  tlu;  Nawab  of  Oude      TIh!  firB,U 

treatJea,  and  npnH>infrnCa,  and  aot4,  which  n 

ihc  case  when  i(  wa#  under  bit  Jbtmcr  uner 

period,  vour  LonlnliipA  ecc,  rdatci  tu  the  agra 

2;J^      mode  with  h'un  after  We  had  acquired  the  w^ 

Snft  nffrecincnt  u  witli  Bulwant  Suijt ;  wd,  nUH 

him.  Uiti  fint  thing  that  I  we  «tBt«d  ia,  tfail  ie^'r 
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imindar.     The   right   honourable    Mana^r.r    wUh*^if0m  tf¥» 

» Article  daid.  that  it  wa^of  Tery  little  coiiiuM|iii:fii>.f^  r,„» r.  .^ 

e  wad  a  zamindar  ur  only,  a;«  Mr.  IIu<ttiiii;]4  ^i»'l '«^„',n!ilV 
imui.  which  id  5i<mewhat  of  an  luterior  niiiK  ;  \»ul 
Mild  observe  only  an  initance  of  Mr.  lliiMtini/^' 
in  calling  him  an  amin,  the  inacciiriu'.y  of  Mr. 
iDdwer  in  not  admitting  him  to  hv  a  •/.Muiutlttr, 
locuracy  of  Mr.  Ha^tinga'  Narrative  in  rttJitinpr  \niit 
an  amin. 

th  respect  to  that  subject,  I  a^rr<!  with  tlii*.  n^li^ 

gentleman  that  it  is  not  of  very  ^rr.nl  irri|i«ifUM'- 

B  wad  a  zamindar  or  an  amin  ;  hut.   not.   inr    th' 

he  gave,  because  it  id  enoiifj^h  for  tuy  tttff/ith*.ht 
0  more  than  a  zamindar,  but  it.  will  not.  \^  Aufft 
B  argument  if  he  cannot  provr:  him  to  >^:  a  f,f,t,^^ , 
lifferent  thing  from  a  zfimindar  :  fttr,  it  m  Mn.tt^Uf 

there  are  a  great  many  pririry>j«  Iri  f/t/hvi,   ^f*o   '  ■ 
landholder  id  a  prince,     hot.,  ^it.h  r'^^^/.t     /.  '^.  • 
f  since  it  id  delected  a^  an  'it^rjifif^,  fj   .vf/   ff  *^> 
iracy,  perhapd  it   would   h.iv:    \*f.'.i,  ,»./    w;.    *'* 
ire  of  your  own  aocu rar:y  ijf/^>r.   t.h4.>.  *..>.^//i       » 
ate  but  that  a  per-i^in  who  -.ij(>".ffiM;ili/  /'..»/I^  »^./-' 
will  find,  I  believe,  in  no  l.f.^.  th.io  ?.  •/'■r.t/  ^',U/'  . 
ailed   a  zamindar,  and    hi-*.  f/,n{,u/  /  i!I//I  ■«   /.. 
and  I  dare  .-ay  that,  fr/f-r/    Kj./l.-h   i ''•/!/..     ••).*, 
it  looks  at  that  will   ••Jiv     -^  h/r'   ,'.    i   au^.u./J^^ 
mbtedly,    he    i.-;    call*;d    si     /;u...:.<'].ic    ..-.    '»*hi/ 
y  argue  upon  thnf.  art^l  rui   r.;,     :./.^>f ^  «../I  •/,  •,#, 
>89   it , might  havf:  h^vtr.  -.;,;/'.''  :    ♦:.•;    Vf/     Mw 
bad  been   in  the  c«i.'<:.f/   r... /,/    ...»»'    'I-  /.  ^'-»i    . 
accurate  knowK^d'"^;  \».*tu   ♦...  ,    ■■.','/■     *,./;   *  .# 
.t  wad  the  hi.rtory  or  ri.'i  v,^..^^.•  /  %.,t\  ■,..     ^..y,.,. 
r  real  ri^ht,  and  t^a^  V:.-...^.   *.•     ./.    >,./«..    ,.  ,, 
lepended  up<^>n,  an^l  *;.;«•.  •/';  ...  /        .r     ;  ,.    ,.j. 
nre  ran  away  wir.h  f.h;i.';  .:■'■-;      '',•»./...      ..»/,.. 
icc,  ad  he  i.-.  f:alKd   i-.  ;,.;i    /^  -/   y  :"  /      ../•/,..     /  " 

J  in  that  couLtry     \':,At.  i\ ..  t'*^.         /     *..   K-*.^ , 
ing,  wari  the  soCi  o*  %  .v.^;.  ...i /..//:      'f  vtf..<^   #■'«««., 

8ub-colk-ctor  ar.  rh^-,  •.».•.-.';  •'..•  .     /.i-    /,.#.;**  ;,». 
Lllahabad,  and  'vh//  ^t^.  \y/.i.'-iA   <.^./j  Kfi,^.»»4f\ 
fthe  nam*^:  '.f  .M..-  Jf...  ■  .      .'        ••.     t,    .  *    ...  i. 
He  got  hirn  '...•.'..>/;  '.  .    •/;  •/T*,''*.       #.».  .;.' 

oned,  and  he   :(''*'.  •.r.-':  '.tj.'y.  ;v/   ,,.»i,^*  a  ^$,4   i**. 
or  hid  jK>n :  arid,  *•.  *ir.-:  ^/.'.j»i  \-/.'    *.-•.  ^o.-^t.'   m*'. 

/.  Z  'J 
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» rujix-  title  of  Raja,  wliti^  your  LonLliiiM  know.  Aat*  i 

r«nte      uiv  nulbority,  but  U  a  title  uf  honour,  like  ■  Bu 

iyj~*      oaghbouriutt  oountry  :  you  iniglit   purehasc  it  for 

rupee*.  wliicD  Vin  ilid  ^vc  fur  it.      He  IxMif^hi  Out 

ufflco  for  his  MB.     llmt  !■  thr  knuwii  bistUirT  uf  tlw 

Ooc  IxiucBt  aming  from  lliis  trial   i*.  thit,  in  tbc  0> 

it,  it  hu  ao  hanpcned  tliat  the  oiatton  wLicli  an  I 

jccts  of  (lifcuamoii  here  bavc  hcoii  ihe  rudjciMcof  <& 

in  nnotli*r  country,  whenr,  perhajis,  ihons  arc  b«I«f 

tuniticf  »r  bniiwin^  th«  truth   of  tliem;  luiJIfisJi 

fint  plocu,  whiut:  Lunl  CifruwalTu    fmi]    occa^ao  tv 

of  thtt  niun,  tliot  tliu  very  fint  wonl*  he  1110  «&w 

ore  thuM — "It  n|ipcare  that  ttuny  xamindiin  WBtfl 

gtow       ncKtcd  by  Bulwuat  Sing,  when   lie  wm  cmplHyd " 

"  '"   ■       nf  Itennics  unJw   tbu  btther  of  tUo  lato  Sui»-«Wlj 

Thftniforc,  in  tbo  yecu-  ITftS,  thia  aunc  iiiao.-Gng'4 

Hwtiiitp  ilocB  bappoi  hi  csununuDtaite  itself  ui  aaiiiMryfl 

wlw  liiu  iiudc  tint  luAUer  the  «tlr[eec  uf  ioqdrt. 

But  it  docs  not  rest  tliorr ;  bcoiitM  it  Aos»k 
tbtt  that  very  point — the  iliEiMMSejiiiiJua  lir 
thc  subject  uf  in'(uiry ;  nnd  tnprc  I  find  >  rqnrt,  n 
person  upon  thu  epiit  am)  in  the  i;iiuiitiy  wb>  If 
nini  and  all  \at  history.     \lf.  gi\c>  tlic  bUtot^ 
■jipoiDtmenla;  thi;  time  wbrn  lie  ffA  (^vi^irm 
by  whom   be  vva  uppointi:d  oiuia  aoil  iuIhti^ 
whom  he  lurucd  oat  iu  ordirr  to  get  thui.    C4 
ataocc  is  itatcd ;  the  dat«^  nnd  aX\  the  pnrticnlur 
them. 

Now,  for    the   first  (inwf  of  inaoconov  p. 
clKmotcr  of  tiiU  man  ; — and,  where  the  wmU  * 
opinion,  it  is  not  imuuitcrial  tu  ahuw  that  job  » 
in  the  very  first  point  vhi!r«  yuu  wt  out    Wfc 
cbaixing  insocunmy  ujion  Mr.  Hurting*,  in  thslj 
all  trie  testimony  of  Iiidiii  ooneura  withUr.  H' 
Hhuws  Uiat  tbos«  wbd  cbur{;<.>  hiui  with  inia.'Uts 
selves  inaccurate.     I  will  jutt  read  a  few  of  lli*<^ 
very  short.     A  very  intclCgent  oJEccr  from  M  ^ 


"  1  lutmiit  a  Atari 


III  the  iktM  u 


•rnlaUun  juur  LaniiJup  in  Uouonl  hu  ilrailnii  • 
iiKVc  oil  liAfi^Jcual  prior  In  tbc  acMa^Din  of  (bo  Cni  .    ,     . 
of  till?  provinas  at  Baikal  aai)  BalMr,  ur  ctwi  lo  th«  Wfl 
UcDftrr*  \iy  Ili«  Briluh  arauio  ibe  year  ITdA)  hi  lb 
(M-j<Kini  in  (|tie«ltoD  win  Dot  dupoMiMed,  m  jimv  I<< 
■coni  to  imply,  ill  the  liftUme  irf  .SutUef  JuantovW 
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only  specifying  the  ancestor  of  Gobind  Jut  to  have  then  lost  2SFeb.i7K. 

dai7  of  Kimlet) ;  yet  the  dates  of  the  dispossession  of  all  appear 

srior  to  the  most  distant  of  the  periods  of  limitation  pointed 

5  resolutions  of  the  11  th  ultimo,  and  thereby  afford  a  sufficient 

V  these  resolutions. 

'•  Signed,  at  the  end  of  the  letter,  John  Duncan,  Resident.'* 

a  further  extract  from  the  same  consultation,  beginning  at  page 
i  same  book. 

fiM  of  Amrow  Singes  report  of  the  date  of  the  dis^yossession  of 
of  the  former  landholders  of  the  district  now  comprising  part  of 
mdary  of  Benares  : — 

r  Rustun  Ali  Khan  was  dispossessed  from  his  farms  of  the 
f  Benares,  ('hunar,  and  Juani>ore;  and  Hulwant  Sing  was  ap- 
J  the  Nabob  Saadut  Khan,  tne  predecessor  of  Muzoor  Khan, 
large  of  the  collections  thereof,  on  the  21st  of  the  month  of 
tiie  1151  of  the  Ilejcrah;  that  is  51  years  and  7  months  ago. 
ja  of  liidjey  Gurr  was  forced  to  resign  his  ameldarry  of  the 
mrr  district  and  to  sell  the  fortress  of  that  name  for  70,00() 
^  Bulwant  Sing  in  the  Fusilee  year  1I6();  that  is  «K)  years. 
el  Sing  is  the  present  reuresentative  of  this  family. — Loll 
jeet,  the  Raja  of  Pergimnati  Hunlet  (the  ancestor  of  Govind 
Raja  Ram  Gholaum)  was  displaced  in  1 161  Fusilee;  that  is  35 
.  At  that  time,  Mahommad  Khuli  Khan  and  Roy  Purtab  Sing 
Naibs  of  the  Soubah  of  Allahabad  and  Oude.  As  there  was  a 
ance  of  revenue  due  from  the  said  Loll  Buckermigeet  to  the 
Kuli  Khan  as  Naib  of  Allahabad,  Bulwant  Sing  (who  then 
(crenue  to  Roy  Purtab  Sing,  who  came  to  assist  Kuli  Khan  in 
ilnon  of  Buckermajept)  gave  the  banker  Nundoo  Loll  Sahi 
for  90,0(X)  rs.  for  the  liquidation  of  the  latter  balance,  and 
II  possessed  himself  of  Kunteel. — The  Nabob  Abul  Mumoor 
e  lather  of  Shtgned  Dowla,  died  in  1168  of  the  Ilegera;  that  is 
^fo, — The  Nabob  Fuzul  Ali  Khan,  of  (ihazeepoor,  was  displaced 
iieeporc  in  11  ()9  Fusilee;  that  is  27  years  ago.  Beny  Behadar 
at  time  Naib  of  the  Soul)ah  of  Oude,  on  the  j)art  of  the  Nabob 
ria,  and  aupointed  Raja  Bulwant  Sing  to  Ghazvpoor.—  Baboo 
eySing  (the  father  of  Raja  Bhuggat  Sing),  then  tlie  zemindar  of 
n  the  Pergunnah  of  ('howsah,  was  displaced  by  force  of  arms 
Bulwant  Sing  in  1 1 70  t'lissilee  ;  that  is  2(\  years  ago. 
nrayl  Sing,  the  zemindar  of  the  Pergimnah  of  Betuah,  was  dis- 
t  by  Bulwant  Sing  in  the  Fussilee  year  1 171 ;  25  years  ago.'  *']* 

iins  to  mc  a  little  extraordinary  that,  in  this  charge,  JJj^  JJ^" 
I  a  charge  for  dispossessing  the  son,  we  find  now  that  "JJJJlflJh 
lie  country  was  obtained  by  the  dispossessions  of  the  ffi!hn!St    ' 

that  he  dispossessed  all  the  zamindars,  himself,  by  ^^^' 
Mr.  Hjistings  is  accused  of  dispossessing  the  son  of 
a — upon  a  charge  of  trea:*on  and  rebellion — of  that 

which  the  father  obtained  by  dispossessing  all  the 
.  persons,  without  any  cause  at  all.     I  shall  have 

*  Frinted  in  the  ^'Mioatet  of  the  Evidence,**  p.  1467. 


hold  it,  and  u'p«y  th^^H 

TboT  nrc  und<>r  my  t^u^ipi 
nf  hu  muotrv  1  ItaTC  no  arirt 
matter."  And  iJwt  ia  jiut  the 
catv  a  fartliiii(f  who  wa.*  Hm 
dwoac  to  take  ponvMuun  ttt  th 
I  •■■rvi.'d  bin) ;"  and  lie  did  t 
manner. 

The  rn*xl  ppint  nsperting  1 
his  t'lianiOli-T  ;  aod  jour  han. 
inuualoriui  tierv.  where  wo  ar 
wbi'llnT  thr  t^uTfie  u  oorrvct 
of  thf  i>cix>n«  ;  for  j-our  Lanbl 
thid  ArtiiJit  dupeod*  upom  the 
wbetlicj  he  Ta»,  M  mdc  rcf«e« 
lo  you,  n  Eoiliiful  sanundar,  01 
wtm  ni>vcr  iru  atiniibed  at  aU 
withMding  kII  his  scnricc^,  aod 
HiiD  a]{uii«t  yon. 

No<r  let  ui  take,  aa  a  levt  1 
<li^pL'DcIpd  upcin  u  ui  hl»  chanu 
[Dvnt — let  oi  take  the  fint  j 
DttauUtDent  »('  Bulwimt  Sing." 
it  ia  Ckllad,  to  th«  Briti«b  natiot! 
clo(iuiu]o«? — "  he  wtio  fbi^cred  t) 
mUiim,  >nd  tiKrk  tliaa  under  tht 
hu  groat  BttiKhmcnt  sod  love," 
I  di)  Dot  miwD  111  dispote :    thuj 
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I  b^inning — if  we  would  make  him  independent,  he  would  »  Feb.  179s. 
in  oome  over  to  us  and  quit  his  master.  As  it  was 
»iigfat  at  that  time  to  be  a  matter  of  great  importance  to 
acn  a  considerable  member  of  Suja-ud-Dowla's  dominions, 
iras  a  part  of  the  contract  made  with  him  to  make  him 
ependent ;  and  the  reason  given  for  it  was  tliis,  say  thej, 

•  His  is  a  frontier  country  ;  i"  we  make  him  independent, 
^rill  at  all  times  hereafter  be  a  useful  barrier  and  ally  to 
»    it  will  control  the  jwwer  of  the  enemy  and  strengthen 

:    therefore  we  will  make  him  independent."      And  this  Propo«a  to 

maV*  htm 

posal  to  make  him  independent  is  supposed  by  a  learned  indepcn- 
r  honourable  Manager  to  have  made  him  independent ;  ^*^"^* 
;  this,  your  Lordships  will  find,  was  nothing  but  a  pro- 
aL       It  was  never  carried  into  execution  at  all ;    for  his 
fidy  and  breach  of  all  faith  and  all  honour  prevented  its 
Off  carried  into  execution  ;  and  this  is  now  stated  as  a  proof 
]ii«  being  independent — b:causc  he  was  once  proposed  to 
made  independent,  which  proposal  was  never  carried  into 
Hsution   at  all !      We   were   then  marching  on   towards  iiwincwitr 
H^ud-Dowla's  country.      The  momer  1  we  hung  back  and  Lice. 
I  not  go  on,  the  next  account  we  have  of  Bulwant  Sing's 
aefamcnt  to  the  British  nation  is — that  he  's  gone !     An 
ioer  writes  upon  the  subject,  that  he  is  perfectly  convinced 
It  it  was  all  a  plan  to  draw  us  on.      I  will  read  the  very 
irdp,  that  I  may   not  be  supposed^  to  misrepresent   the 
acbment  of  Bulwant  Sing  : — 

•With regard  to  HulwantSinj('' — says  Major Carnac — "I  am  convinced  If*.**^''^^' 
has  only  been  amnsin^;  us,  [and  that  the  proposed  alliance  was  a  con-  ^alc? 
tod  scheme  to  bring  us  further  on  ;  for,  though  I  added  my  seal  to  the 
bob's,  in  a  promise  of  the  sovereignty  of  his  zemindary,  on  condition 
his  joining  with  us,  upon  my  requiring,  in  proof  of  his  sincerity,  that 
would  deliver  to  my  custody  the  fort  of  Seroimjah  (which  would  have 
n  in  our  rear  had  we  proceeded  further  up  the  (xangcs),  and  that  ho 
old  give  me  a  meeting,  he  evaded  both,  and  never  obstnicted  the 
tnj  nor  afforded  us  the  least  supply  of  grain,  both  which]  he  might 
lly  have  done.'*  ♦ 

id,  I  find  afterwards,  in  the  Bengal  Secret  Consultations 
the  26th  of  April,  17<)^,  the  following  entry  : — 

*  Received  two  letters  fn)m  Major  Carnac,"  &c.,  **  adnsing  us  that  he  is 
r  convinced  fn)m  liulwant  Sing's  behaviour,  of  which  the  Major  gives 
an  account,  that  his  professed  alliance  with  us  was  only  a  ccmoerted 
flme  to  draw  us  further  on,  and  so  favour  Shuja  i)owla*8  designs  of 
ting  between  our  army  and  Patna.'*  t 


*  lYinted  in  the  "«  Minutes  of  the  ETidencc,*'  p.  UC9. 
t  Ibid.,  p.  146t^. 
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Dt/rhce  OH  tht  First  CliOrfff-^BtHara: 


E5? 


tat 


MnlnMun 

Oovrmnr 
■ml  Cflimrll 


Tint  U  UiD  first  rr<mmEncf!iiurDC  of  ihe  ittulmnit  of  ttgi 
man  to  lh«-  Britrvh  nation.  It  U  a  vinlrol  attacfniiat tu li 
own  intprcat  nnil  tmlc|^rD4eocy  !  The  nmincnt  «o  KMt 
htH  Attachmrnt  iiprnw  cold,  nnj  awny  bo  pctw,  Imnqjai 
Inkc  GUV  of  our«iTw.  Tlien!  is  on  end  i>f  thaKMM 
whiirli  vnt,  propOKd  hii]  rclird  ujxxi  n»  nukiix;  Bd«a 
Sing  independent,  but  which  never  wn»  csttmxI  \a\<i  et«t 
lion,  "ft  e  hear  no  more  of  him  till  nftcr  ibc  Iwtk  * 
Buxiir,  on  the  JUd  of  OololKr,  1 764.  That  boa  a  wnoMI 
I  iSwA  utKHi  Bulvnuit  Sing's  uttwrhmmt.  bccaiiw  (bt  {Uid 
rlnmps  w«nr  nuneMful  in  tlukt  battle.  They  rontiil  ii»jt<J 
DowU'b  tiooii*  eotnpletelv.  and  wc  got  [jOMeaioo  rf  lUi 
very  ooantry  of  Oazcnt;  and  Bulwivut  Singwa«)enii 
with  bis  nnnT  in  tho  bnttlc  of  Bnxnr  ngntnrt  n*.  I^UV 
his  pn)[io«il  to  awt«t  as  irae  id  Manzh,  17frl,  <m  ibnSH^ 
(Viober  t'oIloiTiiig,  he  irtu  acting  ut:  n  pnwerisi  cM> 
again!it  lu,  ondcr  his  »uTi!re!gn  ;  wvictiog  Siija-tiii-D^ 
will)  a  body  of  ten  thousand  horUtaff  ho  was  bound  tirAlp 
thn  obiigiiltnn  of  lit*  teiiiue^ 

Mr.  Stnblcit  im^ntioiui  that  ha  was  altout  to  crOM  CtertH* 
our  ootiutrT  and  to  invade  it,  when  the  b«tll«  of  Ba* 
dcfeatLiI  that  plan.  Wo  havin;;  got  pnacfoon  of  hi*  ow 
ixy,  having  defenlod  Snja-ud-Dowla,  then  comis  thu  tdt 
attiuJied  man.  A^'hat  is  the  proof  he  gir^  of  hi*  attadMal) 
"Why,  he  oaTB— "  If  Ton  cha>se  lo  tnku  ptiweseinn  of  Suik* 
Diiwla'rt  eountry,  then  I  will  hiild  of  yon  to.  1  held  iufWl 
— ond  he  In^.■ntiM^^  or  hi*  navnt  /nr  him,  (btU  ihenMV 
produce)"  iwentr-four  hu-Jt— "  I  pay  him  twrnty-«ie»^ 
rout"  "  The  l^Ja" — myt  \m  ngcnt — "  is  a  very  [««•■ 
paymaster;  he  is  a  man  who  kcejn  rteodv  to  hit  v*^ 
ment^;  he  pays  his  rents  regiiLiHy  to  the  dsy.  X>b  MI 
be  is  a  good  paymaster  You  will  novpr  have  a  bcttn  isl* 
tium  he  is."  Upon  which,  at  ihf!  tutercesaion  of  the  JusA 
who  was  then  with  ha,  and  wlw  wonted  to  tie  {wi  omW 
these  reveimes,  and  Ikcauso  it  wb«  thought  that  fiul*"' 
Sing,  who  hod  muiotAined  himself  in  nv'  power,  wata|i^ 
man,  the  pert-oDm  on  the  ^{)Ol  actually  cntttrod  intoMMi', 
with  hinj,  and  h-t  him  the  land  upon  tlie  nmeteiV^ 
he  held  them  upon  before. 

But  I  find,  with  respect  to  thid  uttatjied  gcntbrnttM 
the  letter  from  the  Oorernor  and  Cmiacil  t»  MajtvSlM 
u|ioM  Ut«t  fubject,  when  ibey  Ixjard  of  it.  th4l  tfc«r^ 
not  pleaded  with  tliat  ooniract  being  muilo  with  hiei  bo^ 
they  did  not  feel  the  warmth  of  this  genllenwac  ■I"''''' 
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1  *  strongly  ns  the  Article  docs.  They  say — "The  double  as  Fib.  im. 
_i  that  he  acted  in  the  beginning  of  the  war  sufficiently 
.  JtiB  UH  to  put  no  confidence  in  him  ;  and,  therefore,  if  he 
'.  not  already  been  permitted  to  join,  or  if  you  have  not 
mired  into  anv  enjrat^ements  with  him,  we  would  have  hini 
poieessed  of  the  country,  and  liin  person,  if  possible, 
ured.'*  They  have,  therefore,  a  cold  sense  of  his  attach- 
nt ;  they  have  a  strong  oj)inion,  on  the  contrary,  that  he 
10  a  man  who  acted  so  double  a  part  at  the  beginning  of 
B  war  that  they  could  put  no  confidence  in  him,  and 
By  i^ere  desirous  to  have  him  dispossessed  of  his  property, 
A  hia  person,  if  possible,  secured.  This  is  the  person 
lioao  attachment  to  the  liritish  nation  is  set  forth  in  the 
■nnning  of  the  Article,  to  conciliate  the  favour  of  the 
ntish  nation  to  him !  When  the  Governor  and  Council 
tt  infonned  of  the  agreement  that  had  been  mnde  with  him, 
mj  eay — "  We  are  sorry  you  have  agreed  with  him  before 
"6  knew  of  it ;  but,  as  you  have,  we  will  adhere  to  the 
BKgagement  you  made  with  him/'  Pie  is  pennitted  to  enjoy 
to  country. 

•  One  proof  of  his  attachment  I   had  forgot :  he  says — "  I 
jll  take  the  country  from  you,  but  there  is  a  little  adjoining 
lad  I  should  be  glad  to  have  thrown  in  too."     He  would 
9  till  the  great  favour  of  taking  the  country  upon  the  same 
inna;  but  he  hoi>ed  we  would  add  to  it  a  little  more,  and 
B  would  pay  rent  for  it  as  he  did  for  the  rest.     His  attach-  «ccond de- 
tent lasted  but  a  short  time,  for,  upon  Major  Munro*s  con-  thecSmpIiny 
lining  stationary  in  the  month  of  December  subsequent  to  sJng.*^^"** 
do,   and  upon  Suja-ud-Dowla's  moving  and,  I  believe,  in- 
Wting  Cininar — however,  uj)On  his  being  active — the  next 
Ksount  we   have  is,   Bui  want  Sing  is  eloped  ;  he  is  gone 
F  again ;  he  has  a  violent  attachment  to  you,  but,  when 
kere  is  a  chance  of  matters  coming  roinid  <igain,  the  next 
900Unt  18,  he  has  eloped.     This  is  the  man  that  is  attached 
I  inuch  to  the  British  nati(m ! 

31  ajor  Munro  was  succeeded  by  Sir  Robert  Fletcher ;  and 
IT  Robert  Fletcher,  in  a  letter  which  he  writes  in  January, 
r65,  when  he  takes  the  command  of  the  army,  sjiys — **  I 
DOW  what  will  bring  back  Hulwant  Sing  ;  a  general  engage- 
lent  is  the  thing  that  works  upon  his  attachment.''  Upon 
hicb.  Sir  Kobert  Fletcher  immediately  moves  ;  he  becomes 
}|ive ;  he  pursues  Suja-ud-Dowlu  and  brings  him  out  to 
ttack  him  ;  there  is  a  cliance  of  success  and  Bulwant  Sing's  B^newed 
ttachment  returns  I    He  comes  back  again  and  eays,  he  hopes  "u^^mIod. 


De/tmer  art  tfte  tvat  Ourrfft — Baam 


dl 


W«Kim.inr    vriH  slTfl  liim    the   ooantrr  sgBia.     tJpc 

after  Uw  DBd  hnppvned,  ire  acili  peneicn  i 

of  beneviilftnt  nn^  kind  txinduct  townnl'  btiu,ud««y 
ft^iD  ID  tiOTCciT«ion  of  ihf  mviiiiirf .  'The  Bokrd  a^, 
tbt^y  licanl  itf  tlmt,  aHr-r  tho  part  i>c  Imd  u^ud,  da 
an  Biucfa  di/[«l«a«>.-<l  nith  it;  and  th*rf  writo  nspuii 
nltst^lipd  niMD  in  Uk«4'  tcmw  ; — 


-Tlu»ti 


,  -h.   fif 


lh«r  iiiBBtirtinai,  , 


a  intvcrinit  *  pvt  thai  ■«  n] 
.inn  titt  Imlk  nf  lhi»,  a 
'  rnlli^T  llul  Ikik  [<WD  dl 
'<  HI  ht»  tmunllaijv^vi*! 
-    h^A,    [ircvMiu  b>  th<  la 

;  i.  tn^tj.  aiHi  on  (Ik  fajffc  lii 

111  tliuiilwihe  hiied',  kQd.  tbenlm 
o  furthii  Bbir])  ■entiiiiKnt  uibtnjia 
Ihclicnen],  inlual«tt(Torihe  l.'-tli  uf  Januarr  bfm  CoaiBihm 
be  )MinU  him  oul  fi-  imr  t.v  i.f.  n.^^,.  -..  U.  di:|jv«kdal  *«!  dl 
M   •UlTli'iollt    l»     •  ■■   .InutM  ef  bn  I 

an<t  anhuKiKi  '  -i.iq*  Dnvlaibiril 

mare  At*  war  »  -,   .jor  annj  tf  i^ 

KoricFB  chock.::  ..  '  :r«k  ha  actfm 

favotuof  Uie  eomiT  .  ami.  x>  l.iv  .iinii,,,,,  ^i^  iJtnt^  plaw  HB  h 
uiiT  jwuvincn  anJ  uur  army,  br  majr  tm  able  to  (hi  ui  bimI  I^ 
aUi'wrd  io  beep  up  a  rmne  •  th^  aAnr  Bohraai  Sing*  b>  *Mmmw 
inaif.  hail  tlsMlnl  our  anni.  ii  ii^u.  u  lirfrtn-  olaMTHl,  Dvatf 
itiK  <nm>tr7  hall   f«pji  platv  '  ,,r  mom  poun  W 

fld^ht;  wi  miftht  •(  laaat  t.  .  .I'.mrx,  and  vtMri 

Rii|thi  lavf  \mru  an  addiii  '  l"!)!,  in  evt  cf  »  n 

iif  tlm  wmr  I  btil.  m  it  api"^'  <;  >ta*  K4nuD  twm 

back  on  th?  tvik  ol  ]icinr.:i..^   ,.,„..,  l  ,kiii.  tbat  «r  ihail  iH 

tb«ni,  ibnuKb  wc  vifth  oaat  baiJ  Leak  idwU  uU  uur  atottMntt  W 
knuirn  :  ibai  tr*  <mn  now  odIj  racutnmrad  tliat  a  itfia  i^  I* 
utMii  bit  i:>HitIuH  atxl  nmrajMndcttCfi,  wid  that  lue  b*  Drt  llta 
maintain  Mcb  a  body  of  (nm*  m  may  on  -      .    •  .j- 


[/irfrmipCm  fy  Sari  StaaAepe. — "  What  ie  tli*  dd 
Uintf*' 

iVr.  PlutiuT  rrtilirj.}— It  w  tho  oon^lotian  on  tbi 
of  April,  17(tA-  i'hev  are  all  onllcrU-d  tofrvtlirr  in  tlaii 
of  the  Wolwt.  Comiuilice  of  tlie  Housv  of  CommoW. 

Nov,  my  t/iirdii,  I  iihould  not  have  tliought,  after  U 
at  th«w  doGiiirwiiU,  tliat  Bulwaat  Sing*'  altacbmfflt  h 
Briddli  niitidii,  would  have  heva  stated  at  thii  mj  ■!■ 
for  Uiu  is  tho  rcrjr  lidio  thcj  are  speaking  ei,  that  k 
attaclHxl  to  the  Britiah  itatioD  in  th«  eoanoeaaoMMtr 
power. 


*  PrioUd  in  Ibo  -  MkiiilM  of  iJib  HridoKC,*  | 
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,  I  b^  your  Lordships  will  observe  how  very  differently  23  Feb.  1792. 
le  motive  of  a  native  of  India  is  interpreted  from  the  mo-  Coiitra.st  of 
twe  of  Mr.  Hastings.     Here  the  conduct  of  this  man  is  such  t?on  p7en^ 
iuit  nobody  can  read  it,  who  has  not  a  strong  disposition  to  gJiiR^i'm"©^* 
•lieve  every  thing  in  favour  of  him,  without  seeing  mani-  J'^<'a"*i  Mr. 
aptly  that  the  motive  of  his  conduct  was  interest,  a  desire 
t    independence,  and  no  attachment   at  all,  but  the  very 
Bverse.     This  man's  services  are  attributed  to  attachment, 
Oty  with  respect  to  Mr.  Hastings'  motive,  when  there  is  an 
lyyious  motive — a  clear  sense  of  duty  operating  upon  his 
Daduct — then  we  are  to  hunt  out  for  motives  the  most  im- 
pobable  and  unnatural — to  collect  malice  ;  and  uU  the  evil 
pBMpnations  that  can  infect  and  poison  the  human  heart  are 
1'   be    imputed  to  him.     This  is    the  different  manner  in 
rliicsh  we  look  at  an  Indian  and  a  British  subject  in  India. 
Ine  man  has  credit  for  attachment,  without  a  grain  of  it ; 
pd  another  has  not  credit  for  all  the  great  public  services 
jUl  all  the  act«  of  duty  that  he  docs ;  but  they  are  attri- 
l^ted  to  malice  and  to  a  desire  to  ruin  a  man,  when  it  is 
Onous  that  he  was  actuated  by  a  different  motive  ! 
If  you  inteq)ret  this  to  be  attachment,!  do  not  much Charwter of 

Cder  how  you  should  conceive  the  son  to  be  attached ;  SttMhrnent! 
tuae  I  believe  the  son  to  be  just  as  much  attached  as 
the  father.  He  is  attached  as  long  as  he  can  get  anything 
|(jr  you,  and,  the  moment  that  his  interest  or  tlie  desire  of 
Independence  presented  itself  in  his  way,  he,  like  the  father, 
beU  back,  acting  a  wavering  and  a  doul>le  part ;  he  stood 
\gj  you  no  longer  than  he  feared  yon,  and,  the  moment  there 
iras  an  opportunity  given,  he  revolted  from  you,  and  endan- 
gered all  the  Briti.^h  empire  in  India. 

I,  therefore,  hope   that,  ui)on  this  subject,  where  we  arc 
men  a  |K)int  of  opinion,  it  has  not  been  quite  unnecessary  to 
l(ow  the  erroneous  opinions  at  the  outset  with  res[)ect  to 
Pheyt  Sing's  being  a  zjmiindar,  which  is  matter  of  opinion, 
ind  with   respect   to   his  motive  in    the   point   of   attach- 
ment.    I   shall  only  observe    that  this  is  concluded  by  a  AwM*rted  ad- 
peference  to  the  opinion  of  the  court  of  Directors.      It  is  {hlaJSJ-c^tom 
plated,  that   he  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the   court,  of  signal  <*f  *»** '*»^ 
lenrice  to  the  affairs  of  the  India  Company.     1  julmit  that 
die  court  of  Directors  have  said—"  that  his  joining  us  at 
die  time  he  did  was  of  signal  service."     You  have  left  out 
Jie  words  "joining  us  at  the  time  he  did,"  and  put  it  as  a 
general    proposition,  that  he  was  of  signal   service.      His 


•TDimtonat  tD^^H 
ud  relied  opoo.  iraV| 
ywtt  [Aow]  wltat  bi«  ntt 
ike  nwrt    of  Dtrrcton  ai 
noay,  PCT%-icc-  of  Mr.    Hk 
wliolii  life  of  wnice.  whi 

M>l«;  wbSch,  I»Iaut.)a 
«f  Mr.  Hatting*,  it  oaght 
o|wriuo.  when   they  my  « 
tahcB  up  u  an    objret  of  < 
tfw  »|Mnu>n  nf  the  ntme  li 
uD'iualifinl  tcnna,   with  tl 
tho  rro)trieion  nitd  all    tl 
Mth^  tkDc)  lueritorioais  t 
TQcci^  and  ha>  ?m  wcigbl 
tSHtaf  ub      The  Imtv  iru  iitiuJe,  at 
tSSJa^   Uie^.TCnrijsiityofthe  oiui 
**"^        Ifao  trcaiy  yra*— a«  ^tto  i 
the  |iro-eR«tioD — to  not   1 
coxaur  ;  to  raton  htm  itg 
rcitMaliMl  in  the  situation 
coimlT^  TTM  raloml  (o  Si^ 
wt  were  in  twferinjf  io  bchall 
•Mblsnrr  in  thr  amttv  of 
in  bvourof  Buln-tuit  Htng, 
Ihe  poMiXfioo  iif  hie  ooaot 
Atond  lo  tho  noHotisoa  a£  b 
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\aX  is.  we  force  the  soTereign  of  the  country  to  replace  ttFBB.i79s 
''lidwmt  Sing  in  the  possession  of  his  country,  notwith- 
^landing  the  treason  and  rebellion  which  he  has  been  guilty 
'^  Mgunst  him.  Pretty  hard  terms  to  impose  upon  Suja- 
JASomlkl  This  man  first  came  and  served  him  as  a 
yhiitary  and  afterwards  turned  against  him,  but,  he  having 

le  over  to  us  and   Suja-ud-Dowla  having  fled  into  our 

Lp  and  delivered  himself  to  us,  we  insisted  upon  his 
IHttTg  this  man  in  possession  of  his  country  and  continuing 
||li9reoeiTe  his  rent  as  before. 

^■The  effect  of  that  treaty  then  was,  to  leave  him  as  he  was  iNMitionof 
Mbve.  What  was  Bulwant  Sing  then  before?  I  have  fi^l;!;*''^ 
■own  your  Lordships  what  he  was ;  but  I  will  admit,  for 
P|0  purpose  of  the  argument,  that  Bulwant  Sing  was  a 
ty""*^  zamindar  and  had  the  ]>ower  and  authority  of  a 
ppundar ;  then  do  not  contend  for  more  than  that,  it  is  in 
'  lence,  in  the  first  place,  that  he  paid  a  rent  to  Suja-ud- 

fla,  by  his  own  declaration,  of  twenty-one  lacs,  a  year,    . 
his  country — the  very  same  rent   whicli    Cheyt  Sing 
rards  paid,  only  increased^  to  twenty-three — and  he  at 

same  time  is  found  de  facto  to  be  performing  his  other 
;  he  b  in  the  field  in  arms  assisting  Suja-ud-Dowla  as 
vassal  with  ten  thousand  cavalry.  We  see  here  what 
the  rights  of  the  father,  the  person  whom  they  refer 
to  as  the  criterion  and  the  standaru  of  all  the  son's  rights. 
Bere  are  both  the  obligations  proved,  consisting,  in  the' father, 
of  the  payment  of  a  rent  and  the  pcrformancre  of  his  duty  as 
R  Tasaal,  by  serving  with  his  troops  in  the  army  of  his 
■overeign  Suja-ud-Dowla. 

I  recollect  that  there  is  a  particular  account — I  cannot 
refer  to  the  passage  now,  but  I  remember  a  gentleman  who  M»jttiy»r- 
iraa  examined  in  another  place  upon  this  subject,  who  was  d«Ud  by 
personally  acquainted  with  Bulwant  Sing,  was  asked,  whether  MinlT^'^ 
||ie  zamindars  of  Oude  furnished  military  assistance  to  their 
■overeign,  and  he,  in  answer  to  that,  singles  out  as  a  man  of 
ill  others  that  did  so — Bulwant  Sing !    Suys  he, — ^^  Bulwant 
Siog  kept  up  an  army,  and  Bulwant  Sing  lUways  furnished 
fecoops  to  his  sovereign ;"  so  that,  even  at  the  time  when  the 
other  zamindars  did  not,   he  paid  his    rent  and  furnished 
troops  to  Suja-ud-Dowla,  his    sovereign.       It  appears  by 
Mr.  Stables'  evidence,  which  is  before  your  Lordships,  that 
he  did  ;   and,  I  think,  Mr.  Stables  has  proved  likewise  that  a 
yaasal  is  bound  to  do  it,  though  Mr.  Stables  had  an  idea  that 
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a VMiia  be  wu  aimlu^  kt  iivlqiondcnee.     Wu  be iDdwadeBi )  Xo; 

— bot  he  WM  lumio^  at  iadepefidintoe.     Vovr  LordAip  «il 

flnJ.  throughout  mil  the  Arttden.  it  m  rtalivl  thut  tki^lf 

Bulwiuit  SitiR  arc   ibe   ti|rbi3  of  Choyt  Sing.     Hatlfcw 

it  tMtAblijihci]  that,  at  mciet,  BiiliniiK  Sing  wu  ooh  «  n»^ 

iW  ,  oqH  tbat  Itc  porfonuud   both  the  dutiee  ot*  tifc  p^WK 

of  k  rent  un]  tho  perfurntaxKN:  of  tuiliian^  *ervve 

iljujjtfc*       Tlw  niiat  pffrio.1  refcirml  to  is  ibe  ymr  ]77ll.    Balm 

gSnSr     Sing,  rrvm   the   vmr  17fI5   tu  the  rear  1770,  iiiManf  > 

"^  p,>«eHion  — flnd  T  would  jurt  beg  latvt  ta  oIhkttc  tkt  tkw 

1*  a  great  mistake,   as  it  ieetoB  lu  mc,  in  coaaiaim  tb 

por«7  of  our  wiuutry  with  reapeot  to  this  subject    Ta*' 

Lonuhipi  will  6n<I  that  it  wm.*  a  oooadcnble  otjHt— <*- 

much  »  it  wot  a  frontier  ouuntn- — to  estahKab  a  iumi 

tlierc;    to    proti-cl    him    a^in*t    SuJB-od-l>t>«Ia,  li  ••»■ 

r«^  ;   to  prevent  hi«  »ovunrlgn  ever  luraiug  him  oul  s^lk 

country  ;   ui  kv«p  hiui   in  poaMsJoo  Crf  that  power  ml  • 

thoritT,  and  that  rent,   that  be   bad  b««o  cclahUibcd  it b 

ihr  inuuy  of  AUuhabnd.   lo  the  yi^ar  17(15;  mmi  tfa«  ^. 

that  il  WM  not  from  nnj>  idea  of  hi*  lore  or  atiAclinknt  t««4 

but  becBUM  he  kiinw:*  tlint  ho  will  be  turned  nut  tb«  tanai 

we  vithdiuw  our  pmtcnitioa  frotn  him ;  Suja-oil-Dowfa  ha 

no  ref^rd  lor  h'ltn  or  hb  wn  ;  and  it  u  our  intaot  iklhl 

nlmuli)  stay  in,  becaute  bv  la  In  poe^oMiim  tit'  tliat  ootaOf- 

hf  onn  be  n  ohwk  upon  Snja-ud-Dtiwhi,  and  can  4Mi«tai,i>t 

plani'  eimunuuatud  aa  bts  couairr  is,  a»  a  frontier  orsicn. 

ijkjfc«««      Hhe  next  period  b  tbc  year "l  770.     All  that  ««*« 

UMnuTtj  then  wiw    a   kind,  a   txtlitic  and  a    wise,   iBtcri«*^<^  <* 

S^H^u    pniciirf,  apcin  the  duatii  of  nulwnot  Sin^,  the  mmt  aW 

M^toi^  tinn  for  his    son  Chcyt  Sing.       ft  ap^iean   that  tlai  »» 

jjjjj"  donir,  not  without  eonsiderabif  diffienlty;  fur  Soja^d-Dc**' 

had  dftcrmined— as   Mr.   Ilnrper,    I  think,   writo—oot  t« 

permit  the  wjb  to  liave  utofceAsioiu  of  thu  country.     B*4* 

not  like  the  family.      1  ao  not  wimder  ut  it.      lie  bail  4el» 

uii»ed  at  h-iwt  net  to  KuHer  him  to  liave  tho  nauie  jwW 

bocaiiM;  keeping  up  iroofM  und  tort*  in  that  >atu«liaii«* 

i»o  much  pimer  gtvca  to  a  nibjeot  -and  partieukriy  lo  mi 

a  inibject — becaiMo  It  mi^it  be  iibu«ad  ;  he  had  diWraitff 

to  Icaeoo  tbat  power,  and    be  wont  tu  Bonant*  opea  ikl 

aubjvot     It  appears  tlutt  thu  Ea«t  India  Couipaoy  btMAsrf 

on  the  part  of  Chcjl  Sing. 

Sig^jS;;        Now  wlio  wu  tbi»  Chuyl  Sing  who  was  iwctl  up  »  nd 

■n  oiuiticooo  i*     Id  the  tint  pUcisIic  wm  na  UlcgiUnkU  NS 
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of  ooone,  be  had  no  ridit  of  succession  at  all,  if  his  23  fkbjtm. 
ir  had  any  authority.      I^ut,  in  truth,  his  father  had 
t|    and  he  was  jealous  and  apprehenzfive  lest  his  son 
Id  have  an  idea  that  he  had  a  riinit     It  is  stated  to  be  a  iiiNNuifVK. 
or  of  great  delicacy  to  procure  the  appointment  of  Chcyt  wii",Tutir 
L  and  it  is,  after   all,  mode  as  a   matter  of  contract,  ^'"^^^' 
Htad  for  Chey t  Sing  by  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money. 
illk  seventeen  lacs  are  paid  down  to  purchase  it,  and  an 
mae  of  the  rent  of  two  lacs  and  a  half,  swelling  it  up 
I  twenty-one  to  about  twenty-three ;   and  it  was  at  our 
Ht  request  and  recommendation  that  the  country  was 
Ibr  him,   which  otherwise  he  would  never  have  had. 
ft  Sing  was  a  Brahman  of  an  inferior  caste ;  he  was  the 
of    a    Rajaput  woman — that  is,  a  person  that  was  a 
hre  in  war — and  she  sustained  a  character  upon  which 
iaaYe  heard  many  observations.      She  was  trained  up  a 
sing  girl,   I  believe,  but  she  was  afterwards  received  by 
irant  Sing,  and  the  consequence  was  the  birth  of  Cheyt 
l^.     But,  inasmuch  as  he  was  ignoble  in  his  birth  on  the 
;  of  his  mother,  none  of  the  persons  of  the  high  caste  of 
Imuuis  would  ever  eat  with  him ;  and  he  did  actually 
riaon  some  of  them  as  a  punishment,  because  they  would 
eondescend  to  eat  with  him,  inasmuch  ns  he  was  a  man 
ii  inferior  caste.    But,  notwithstanding  thsit,  we  procured  ^Jiri}.!; ''ij*' 
IT  him:  he  was  the  only  male  of  the  family.     Bulwant  nH*u-Kiti. 
I(  had  a  daughter,  who  was  married  to  Durbejey  Sing,  drMNiuinnt 
lae  son  is  the  present  Kaja ;   so  that  he  had  a  (j^randson,  hIh',^?'^'^"^ 
Iptimate  descendant  through  his  daughter — the  pn^sent 
a;  but,  as  this  illegitimate  person  was  a  son  and  a  fa- 
rite  of  his  father — he  was,   1  believe,  grown  up  at  that 
9— and  it  being  a  great  object  with    the  Company  to 
B  somebody  there  that  might  lean  upon  them  entirely, 

be  held  by  his  interest  steady  to  us — on  that  account 
interfered  to  get  it  for  Cheyt  Sing  at  that  time.     The  /U^jjj*55jj;' 
kmans  were  offended  at  it,  and  they  said — '*  Thci  right  of  hnUiiuBim. 
)ritance  is  not  in  this  man,  but  it  onglit  to  be,  if  there  is 

right  at  all,  in  the  other ;"  and  they  contended  for  the 
Km  who  was  a  regular  Brahman  and  legitimate.  But  the 
apany  then  say — '^  That  is  all  the  partiality  of  the  Brah- 
18  for  their  own  sect,  but  this  is  the  proper  man  ;  we  will 
poH  him."  And  they  did  support  him  and  got  the 
atry  for  him.  ^^^^^  ^  ^^^  .^ 

t  appears  clearly,  therefore,  that  Cheyt  Sing  entirely  obiiLtioii'''* 
id  his  situation  to  us.     He  never  would  have  had  it  but  cum^y. 
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DFn  tTm  T'oc  thv  intvrpouHoa  ur  Uic  EagUab ;  be  )^  it 

antcoeilutit    right;    ha   goi  it  Irr  mr  itiurpaiiitm' 
pBvmcal  iif  a  tuut  or  muncj.     So  touch  «ilk 

jig^p*^  AU  that  I  fiud  Jooe  in  the  rear  i;;3,«b(i>Ak 
^>— itM  period  nfem^l  to,  w  thu  ttutlninty  to  Mr  lUaf' 
CT^S.  u|»intot)>o  country  and  reuew  tti«niiad<  en  b<yral 
*"*  t^ng;  I'lf.  it  "plMsarcil  tluit,  luttwitbataiuliiif  Sq^H 

bad  put  CbL'yt  Sin^  in  pMM3i<K>n  of  ibcOKnili;.;*! 
Ml  ajvi^rw  to   hiiu  sod  i-nitonitrd  wliai  be  Iiw)<bii4 
u  of  Ml  little  MitkJitr  iliat.  iii>twitli*taiidntg  tbt  (Vt 
Ruu]c  with  hiui,  he  lieul  i)elcnmnc<i  to  i&pOM*  W 
inMnn-     fiJfU — u  ii|j[>Cknt  hv  till:  report  iBadf  by  Mr,  Qi  ' 
S2«ta^'*    that  oerMou — and  to  i-xwt  a  sum  of  t«B  bet 
liim.     Upim  which,  Mr.  IloEtinge,  with  thU 
bu  Alw>y««liotrii  lothU  fkinilT,  n'cnt  upthcnnJi 
in  hta  hrhair      Ue  doiirpd  Suj*-ud-Dowla  D9r,iadl 
hut  oontrnci,  to  dispo«*«a»  him  of  ihc  oounlry  cH) 
ouuc  «t  uU.     And  ooe  uf  tltu  d«e)uiitM>m  owk  Wl 
ingt  it  hud  hold  of— u  if  llvnt  had  onytliiaj;  low 
Bue — of  Mr.  UM«lii]!r«  ^tatiajr  to  i«iJniil-Uflii« 
thongfat  thir  oontmrt  Itc  had  mude  with  Chojt  S 
uUi^itQry.  wlucb  R»d  thu  root  and  fixed  bin  iai 
CM!*Bwt   oesMiio  of  iba  coontry.    Awwrdingly-,  Snjn-nd-lW** 
iMwLLr    froon  that  [Mitpoao,  and  a  cootnct  tn«  Uien  ■)*'^ 
tnsty,  but  there  vrna  a  kaul-uiuiui  uudc  out  bt  Sv^ 
Dowla  to  Chcjt  Sinji,  nmkui^  hini  a  regolar  wrt "" 
ia,  I  belittvG,  to  hint  aiu)  liU  hdrs  nud  ivag  tor 
becaniii  thun  for  tlw-  firai  lime  fixiid.     And  Jim  I 
wUl  find,  that  u  a  ukmC  mntvrial  potnt|in  dieeoA' 
that  han]-itunui,  whti^  is  in  ondence  lR>l'»n!  rmir  ut 
JS:?"'      th«  aune  lldng  waa  done  then  which  wn*,  ia  !'I\ 
aAcrwarda  by  ua— luuuely,  to  fix  the  rtrntawJ  «" 
invariable.     'Hon:  it  i»  expreesly  laH  to  be  uuliHn**' 
xauuL     "  Thi»  n"!!!,"  aays  Lo,  *■  ahall  octit  b<t  »«* 
Thn  rent,  which   had  !»<«  TaiiabU  afier  hi*  6lfc»i* 
upon  tho  aonV  euciunaion  waa  not  to  rary  any  •* 
annnal  rent  that   ho  |mid  for  hit  laud  wu  io)xM 
penDiin«nl ;  ho  wu  to  hold  it,  paying  that  rtat  ■<"  W, 
DO  nMirc;.  1 

nijTiWiw        That   wa*  the  contract  made  with  hlai.    B"'  *|j 
■mpirJrRaii  Contract,  hv  6\ing  hi*  rent,  alwoWo  him  froa  tW**^ 
ml4m.*      that  his  fattier  wua  ander  hcfoni  Idin  and  that  Ii*mM 
under?    la  there  the  least  word  or  hint  of  il 
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\  rent,  you  shall  be  absolved  from  your  duty  ?     Not  ^  '^iwi. 
idea  of  it :  and  yet,  according  to  the  present  argu* 
mght  just  as  much  be  said  that  Cheyt  Sing,  in  1773, 
rent  was  fixed,  was  absolved  from  obligation  to 
my  militaiy  duty  !     Mr.  Hastings'  declaration  then  Mr.naiit- 
leclaration  in  1775  was  this,  and  is  a  clear  and  a  JjJJjJ^**^*^ 
iedaration — that,  consistently  with  his  contract,  you 
iiae  his  rent     The  rent  is  fixed  and  the  time  of 
is  fixed,    month   by  month;   and  it   was  just  as 
breach  of   contract  for    the  sovereign   to   break 
yt  a  common  landlord  to  break  the  contract  Avith 
it  in  this  country.     You  cannot  demand  the  rent 
is  due,  nor  more  rent  than  you  have  agreed  to  let 
oountry  for.     Mr.  Hastings  said — **  You  are  bound 
im  the  country  at  such  a  rent ;  you  cannot  raise  it 
have  fixed  it"     And  tliat  was  all  the  declaration 
tings  ever  made  upon  the  subject 
Iedaration   of  Mr.  Hastings   in  the   year  1773  is 
and  your  Lordships  will  find  it  to  be  the  subject  of 
kph  in  a  speech  made  by  Mr.  Bristow  at  Suja-ud- 
)Ourt,  in  the  year  1775  ;  and  there  is  given  verbatim 
sh  that   he  made  upon   the   occasion.     Why,   my 
[r.  Bristow,  when  he  was  sent  up,  in  the  year  1775, 
pe  Benares,  antecedently  to  it  being  actually  trans- 
iems  to  have  acted  the  part  of  a  good  negotiator, 
iraA  to  lessen  the   value   of  the  thing  he  was  to 
80  he  swaggers  and  talks  high  to  Asoff-ud-Dowla. 
ou  have  little  authority  over  this  man ;  his  country  Prvtenre 
'eat  distance  from  you  ;  he  is  a  zamindar  protected  SmrwiS^wi 
id  not  to  be  put  u|)on  a  footing  with  your  other  fojjjfe^"* 
■flL"     No ;  he  was  not  upon  a  footing  with  the  other  from  othw 
v^  because  his  rent  was  nxed,  because  he  was  pro- 
Y  us.     When  Asoff-ud-Dowla  wanted  to  take  the 
advance,  the    Board   sent    up    and   directed    Mr. 
to  interfere   and   tell   him  he  could  not  do  tliat. 
it  is  the  declaration  that  is  quoted  as  having  an 
jn  to  this  subject ; — that,  because  he   told  him — 
3  not  to  take  his  rents  in  advance — you  cannot  take 
ore  they  are  due  " — therefore  you  have  no  right  to 
1  him  for  military  services ! 

tristow  says — "  There  were  a  good  many  people 
with  Asoff-ud-Dowla,  then,  talking  with  him  upon 
jeet :  I  thought  it  might  be  as  well  to  make  a 
)  him.''  He  begins  and  says, — "  Cheyt  Sing  is  a 
I.  3  a 
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m  in  a  future  negotiation.     Anybody,  in  reading  »^'"-^^- 
nld  have  concluded  that  this  proposition  was  after- 
sarried  into    execution;    and   yet   your  Lordships 
1  it  never  was  carried  into  execution  !     It  is  a  plan  Not  carried 
tended,  but  afterwards  dropped.      And  here  theytto^®*^"' 
wrted  in  this  Article  a  proposition  in  Council  of  a 
loe  intended  to  be,  and  they  have,  at  the  end,  stated 
Ci  Hastings  was  bound  to  observe  all  these  treaties, 
one  and  engagements,  stating  this  as  one  of  them  ! 
inly  was  true  that,  at  one  time,  Mr.  Hastings  in- 
in  order  to  mitigate  and  to  lessen  the  ignominy  and 
that  he  thought  would  fall  upon  the  British  nation 
•eandalous  breach  of  all  treaties — the  determination 
y  all  expired  upon  the  death  of  Suja-ud-Dowla — in 
)  mitigate  the   disgrace  that  would   fall  upon   the 
Kf  that,  Mr.  Hastings  said — ^'  I  propose,  if  anything 
done  about  Benares,  that  Cheyt  Sing  be  made  inde- 
.    Let  him  pay  his  tribute  to  us  the  same  as  to  his 
lovereign,  and,  in  all  other  respects,  be  made  inde- 
.*    But  Mr,  Hastings  further  says — "  I  propose  this 
luctance,  because  it  is  only  in  consequence  of  the 
m  that  you   have   made  in  the  morning,  that   all  * 
expire.     I   am  very  unwilling  to  do  it ;  but,  upon 
ing  of  what  you  have  done,  I  propose  tliis." 
iOrds,  only  advert  to  dates.      This  proposition  is  in 
1775  ;  the  treaty  with  AsofF-ud-Dowla  was  made  on 
;  of  May,  1775;  and  this  proposition  which  Mr.  Bris- 
I  sent  up  to  negotiate  was  afterwards  dropped.     And 
»ly  beg   your    Lordrfhips   to  observe  what   is  the 
pyen  in  evidence  by  themselves  upon  this  subject — 
1  this  Article — [the  terms]  of  an  intended  negotia- 
h  the  Wazir.     Here  is  the  treaty,  and  it  is  impossible 
laty  in  more  clear  and   distinct  terms  to  convey  the 
nty  absolutely  to  the  Company. 

Ifth  Article  of  the  treaty  made  with  Asoff-ud-DowlaTernworiiic 
3  2l8t  of  May,  1775,  is,—  SSKidl"' 

itid  Nabob  [for  the  defence  of  the  country,  as  before  specified,  ^ 
hat  he  has  ^(ivcn  up,  uf  his  own  free  will  and  accord,  unto  tlie 
sh  Company,  all  the  districts  de])endent  on  Rigah  Cheit 
sther  with  the  land  and  water  dues]  and  the  sovereifjnty  of  the 
cts  in  per))etuity.  That  the  Kn|{lish  Company  shall,  atler  one 
td  a  half  from  the  date  of  this  treaty,  take  upon  them  the 
7  and  possession  of  the  districts  under  Rigah  Cheit  Sing,  aa 
'  ipecifled/** 


*  Printed  in  the  **  Minutes  of  the  Evidence,"  p.  51. 

3  A  2 


trwilY?  Am 

lalh^  maniMT  ilM^ 
Ixmbhipa   win  CM  tliat,  a 
wlntlc  point  a — wvereigDt; 
•>ncn;i;^tT  ;   ihsf  vrbo  ee 
wn  to  ATKnui  wiTereieniy. 
Sec  bow  tbU  Arbelo  is  ^ 

"  n*l  u  aMKtunmt  wm  aA 
CongMBT  vl  the  tnhntt  nralilr 


*»  Tltc  ri^U  or  miperior 
Iribot*  r— Where  did  die; 
Bwnt  of  the  righte  of  mpci 
if  tUs  had  bwo  writtcai  by 
tlut  hatefiU  word,  rorerci, 
phnnf — eoniu  ulher  word  t 
upon  the  word  mi  eretgiilj 
mid  tlw  n|rht4orfU|MMi4>riti 
that  u  dnilh  to  the:  argun 
thing :  th«re  «v  do  eudi  t 
ttt  trihate  " — "  an  asipun 
ti  n  nio6t  iDgmi<nu  pcnphr 
the  word  to  mo  away  miat 
Uiia  had  been  drawn  up — 
might  be  thought  diare«p« 
iI«moi,<TatioaI  tint  ho  wonl 
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» oompoeition  as  that  is.  This  paragraph  is  composed  of  28  Feb.  im. 
to  picked  out  from  a  great  number  of  different  sen- 
y  and  the  remainder  of  the  sentences  are  left  behind, 
oontain  a  directly  contrary  meaning.  I  will  entreat 
[focdships  to  compare  paragraph  the  eleventh  with  the 
ktats  that  are  quoted,  and  you  will  see,  when  the  whole 
r  together,  that  the  direct  contrary  of  the  inference 
jTad  Dy  this  paragraph  will  be  the  result  of  the  exami- 
u 

•r  the  Company  had  acquired  the  sovereignty — which  coutr*ct  of 
Bd,  your  Lordships  see,  upon  the  21st  of  May,  1775,iJlJg°^^y 
wmij  that  was  afterwards  confirmed,  in  June,  1775,  I  sing.inms. 
^the  first  object  was  to  make  a  new  contract  with 
;  Sing ;  and,  my  Lords,  it  is  very  material  to  attend  to 
Miner  in  which  that  was  done.  On  the  12th  of  June, 
4lye  propositions  were  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Hast- 
Next,  the  actual  contract  is  made  in  consequence  of 
which  was  reduced  into  regular  conveyances,  simads, 
yats ;  of  which  there  were  three  sets  at  different  periods, 
■equence  of  objections  that  were  made  by  the  Kaja  to 
■lar  expressions  in  them,  and  they  were  not  finally 
bed  till  the  5th  of  April,  1776.  These  are  two  docu- 
—the  propositions  that  preceded  and  the  contract  that 
id.  And,  lastly,  the  instructions  to  Mr.  Fowke,  which 
ipon  the  16th  of  August,  1775,  I  think,  and  a  letter 
Hastings  to  Chcyt  Sing. 

proiK)stions  will  be  found  in  page  53  of  the  printed 
Oe;  the  resolutions  of  the  Council  upon  it  arc  in 
^£t  and  were  upon  the  5th  of  July,  1775.  The  sub- 
&  instructions  to  Mr.  Fowke  are  in  page  57,  and 
ber  of  Mr.  Hastings  in  page  59.  All  these  and  the 
Sis  after wanlrt  were  produced  at  your  Lordshi])s' 
>e  ;  for  the  contracts  were  not  produced  till  your 
(lips  were  so  good  as  to  call  for  theui,  and  they  are  in 
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o  the  year  1775,  and  had  endeavoured  to  estahlish,  20FxB.i7ti. 
t  that  period  of  time,  Cheyt  Sing  was  neither  inde-  choyTiiiv? 
tt  nor  exempt  from   the  duty  that  he  owed  to  his^Iim^fff' 
gn^  to  afford  military  assistanoe.     I  endeavoured  to  **^  ■crvioe. 
b  by  showing  the  rights  that  were  enjoyed  and  the 
that  were  paid  by  this  family  at  different  periods  of 
uid,  by  the  admission  of  the  prosecutor  himself,  that 
year  1770,  in  the  year  1773,  and  in  the  year  1775, 
y  the  new  contract  made  with  Cheyt  Sing,  no  other 
ion  had  been  made  in  the  tenure  and  condition  of  this 
jir  than  merely  in  the  variation  of  his  rent.     I  pre- 
lierefore,  to  consider  tliat,  at  this  period  of  time,  Cheyt 
JM,  though  a  powerful,  though  an  opulent  and  pro* 
amindar,  yet  that  he  was  no  more  than  a  zaniindar :  Subject  po- 
presume,  therefore,  to  consider  that,  inasmuch  as  aJi^iSindir* 
ar  18  not  a  prince  but  a  subject,  a  landholder,  that, 

period  of  time,  he  was  neither  a  })rince  nor  in- 
ant.  If  he  was  a  j prince  the  whole  country  is  filled 
inces,  becnuse  all  the  land  is  in  the  holding  of  zamin- 
Lnd,  whether  it  be  a  great  zamindar  or  a  little 
ur»  he  is  still  no  more  than  a  zamindar. 
.jords,  whatever  rights,  therefore,  he  had,  ultra  and 
ivhat  belonged  to  all  zamindars,  must  be  matter  of 

grant.     I  have  endeavoured    to  show  that  all  the  A  riird  rrnt 
ant  contracts  made  with    him  amounted  simply  to  cileyt  siiig? 
•     make  the  rent  for  his  zaniindary  fixed;    that  no 
^«  ever  was  given,  on  the  part  of  his  sovereign,  on 

of  the  British  nation — no  declaration,  in  any  debate, 
Letter,   in  any  one  i)art  of  the  whole  history  of  this 
x^ent — from  Mr.  Hastings,  which  ever  intimated  more 
E^t  the  rent  of  his  zaniindary,  which  in  general  is 
»   in  this  instance  should  not  be  so,  but  that  the  rent 
►«  fixed,  the  times  of  payment  fixed.     And  in  that 
«^reforc,  no  interference  could  be  made  on  the  sub- 
•hcr  by  demanding  more  or  demanding  it  before  it 
a,  without  a  violation  of  the  contract.     But  I  pre- 
^    consider   his   duty   as   a    landholder  as    perfectly 
from  the  duty  that  he  owes  in  the  character  of  a  sub- 
t  will  be  found  that,  in  the  year  ITT-'),  Cheyt  Sing's  goTorpign 
Kn  did,  in  fact,  exercise  several  other  rights  that  inter- ^jJJ^ow^' 
nth  the  internal  government  of  his  country  ;  and  your  };*"Jjul**'°'^ 
lipe  will  find  it  not  immaterial  presently  to  advert  to^wir. 
^nt — that,  over  and  above  the  ])ayment  of  his  annual 
le  or  rent,  the  sovereign  did,  in  fact,  enjoy  several 


^^^^^^^^Fvf  Out  enMiotrj.     And  it  fa 
^^^^^^^  tad.  (Veqnmik  matter  of  u 
erCbeyt  Stn^  to  removu  i 
■ntoect*  of  hu  Mmiadary. 
pcTMiwlvd  (o  do  thiw;  nail  i 
namm  of  tbc  Nawab  prohtb 
in  the  coaotrv — uot  bcMmiu 
it.  for  tkir   rtuil  rrM»  rcry  K 
geueral  obli^tion   upon  ho 
TW   .    .     wtintioa  whoti  n  new  cooir 

^1^     bavQ  «Ml)lMlied  that  tht  ». 
ta  iw,  wu)  that,  roiuci|uetttJ 

bad  «i>  had  aUo  ;  that  trc  ha 

we  had  ii  rigbt  bo  thia  not  M 

mir  »ubjoct — oToBaUteDoe  in 

The  ^luectioa    thca    ia,  \ 

whkh  »«  made  widi  him,  1 

or  any  of  lUtm,  and  which  at 

pircn  np.     Anmllier  he  vnu  1 

wu  Dot  Muta,  ur  nxemptet 

ntvcnue  that  he  paid  bofore,  i 

ff.»trf    to  U»  fonnct  mvoreigo.     Up 

tSC  will  be  admitted  that,  if  I  hav 
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■  this  contract  was  there  anything  done  to  renounce  it  29Fbb.i79i. 

irould  be  quite  enough  for  me  to  Insist  upon.     We 

d  for  the  continuance  of  these  obligations. 

Lords,  I  shall  go  further  and  show  a  clear,  an  unequi-  Express  re- 

A*  c  J.^  »       Tx    •  i.  nervation  to 

nn  express  reservation  oi  them  1     It  is  not  necessary  theCompimT 

to  do  that,  but  I  will  point  it  out.     In  the  new  con-  SoveSpity. 

bat  was  made  there  appeared  clearly  to  be  two  dis- 

bjects ;  the  one  respecting  his  internal  government — 

on  that  subject  it  undoubtedly  was  the  object  of  Mr. 

igs,  who  had  been,  as  your  Lordships  will  find,  the 

at  friend  of  this  family — it  had  been  the  wish  of  Mr. 

»,  originally,  before  the  country  was   acquired,   to 

him  AvhoUy  independent.       He   failed   in   that:  theoi^cctof 

ignty  was  given  to  us.     After  that  object  had  failed,  toi'JSJjSSf" 

zt  object  that  he  had  in  view  was,  consistently  with  SfSwSy?'* 

rereignty  of  the  country,  to  give  him  a  very  considera- 

pree  of  jwwer  and  authority  in  the  internal  govern- 

of  his  country ;  to  exonerate   him  from   those  little 

)80me  interferences  by  his  former  sovereign  in  little 

I  of  no  great  amount ;  to  invest  him  with  high  and 

id  privileges,  which  had  never  been  enjoyed  by  him 

,   namely,  the    kotwali  and  the   mint — that    is,   the 

stration  of  justice,  and  the  right  to  coin  money  within 

nindary  ;  and,  with  that  object  before  him,  he  desires 

nerate   him  entirely  from  every    interference  in  the 

il  government  of  his  country,  in  the  collection  of  the 

cs,  and  in  the  administration  of  justice  in  it ;  to  deliver 

zomindary  to  his  entire  care  and  trust,  with  a  fixed 
nd  with  the  entire  management  of  it  internally.  That 
lie  great  object  of  the  new  contract  proposed  by 
astings. 

there  was  also  another  object,  just  as  broadly  raani-butto 
throughout  the  whole  of  it,  and  as  visible  to  anybody  I!^i!i«i^ 
ads  the  whole,  namely,  that,  consistently  with  that,  KJf'®^ 
5uld   retain  the  sovereignty  over   him  ;    that  is  ex- 
1  in  the  most  positive  terms  ;  and,  to  prevent  any  idea 
'  from   this    enlargement    of  his   internal    authority 
his  zamindary,  in  the  mind  of  an  aspiring  zamindar— • 
vent  any  idea  in  the  country,  or  in  any  body  that 

look  at  his  situation,  that  he  ceased  to  be  a  subject 
zamindar — that,  with  all  the  accumulation  of  power 
ithority  given  him,  yet  that  great  obligation  of  the 

which  remained  before  was  to  continue  the  same, 
at  be  was  completely  and  distinctly  to  understand  that 
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ire  waro  the  »oTcrc%[W,  and  invcsttH)  vriUi  all  tberisidi 
KiVprciKajk,  over  hU  uuniiidarj'.  I  thlnlc)  wbeu  tLec  G 
^rcai  fibjcctji  oro  Attended  to,  Bnd  wbeo  all  the  dMMH 
thst  form  tW  e«(itnict«  ^rc  read,  rour  Loniiln»  «iU  k 
n>' JifScuItT  at  all  in  fomiiug  u  ciiakr  lupUiutHn  nf  <R 
word  Uiat  »»  iuxnI,  cither  by  Air.  flaAting*.  or  oatbeii 
tif  ntiy  tif  tttr  Ciiunml,  ou  ili*<e  subject,  tlinm^liaui  tkf  «m 
of  this  iliecu-^v)!!. 

11k  »<tbj(vt  wns  unilur  (yttiM'I<:ntt>on  at  wrm)  £iH 
roMiitift*-  l-'lKio  lh«  lath  uf  Jnnc,  177i>,  U»  pli«  1 
jiroptiwd— UiD  Ktllcnient  fur  tlia  ordinwy  rcnnaa:  th* 
iL>  I  coDocivc  it  vill  dittinctlf  appear  when  all  tlMpn) 
#ieii'(i»  arc  Iimfcisd  at,  thiit  which  relxttd  to  hi*  •(P 
giK-eraniciit.  ouil  to  \\w.  otxjJDvv  revi^iuic  of  tlw  peuiiri 
Mti-iiiubnt.  That  WM  coniaiDCKi  in  firv  dutiuiot  pnpi^Bi 
fniin  .Mr.  I1it«tin-^  iw  iIk!  plan  of  dettlcmcnL  Itt*iB[a0tl 
ul'  tl)o  printrd  Ivvidencc  l'he:»e  pnifweitioii*  were  a^ 
into  niR>i<lonitinti  im  tlie  5th  m'  Jiilv  rojlowtni;.  Tkd 
«i*](>mtiviu>  arc  in  (Mgc  5.J.  Some  porta  nf  tltm  vtn  d 
rcctiujRilcrinl  u|iod  the  16tli  uf  Au|nut  ciuuitig.  Thaiisa 
{n\«n  in  cvidotu^  They  atvo  <mma  befuru  uie  Btaiid  if 
llie  3-)  lb  ciT  Anjrast,  when  ituftnictioii*  ircre  fiva 
Mr.  Kowkc.  who  wa»  wnt  up  oa  the  Crwt  KogJmttai 
plucf,  fiT  tiiC  |)urjio««'  t>r  n-ccrtAiiiin^  thi;  value  of  08« 
(lu!i(-«  on  nmny  ol'  ihu  articUii  I  Kuvu  minted,  in  ocdordi 
they  might  be  ui)i)rrdiitcd,  and  a  Mtm  fisud  wliidi  W  «< 
aiintiallr  tu  pnjr  fur  theiit  Thu  tiutntctiotu  j<mr  I<ii>il>N 
» ill  fini  ID  pfitfc  57.  Jlr.  llaatingj''  Ictltr  w  Cbejrt  !«f 
i»  liie  jirtDli'd  Evideure,  \»^  5.4. 

Tlic  nibjt>ct  come  agnin  iind^r  ronsidcralloa,  in  JwV  Vf^_ 
\\w  1 3t)i  i>t*  DivMuuber,  1775  ;  and  it  ap{>«-nn  alto  to  1m^ 
nuilnltHj  iifiiin  lb«  l.^th  of  April,  177(1,  which  \t  in  ihe[nM" 
.  Evid«;iico,  jwgc  70,  and  upi.n  the  29th  of  .lulr,  1776,  «W 
t(  in  ihi;  jirint<-d  Gvidmrr,  pajje  I'i.     It  cotDtDflMoi  lliM 
fun-,  upon  (hi'  12tfaof  .Tunc,  177>^,ai>d  n-os,  indiffiFfait^in 
anil  u(iun  difTcrvnt  (■L-«»>'>i'TiF,  the  •tibjcct  of  dcHbcialMai' 
more  th.-in  a  twelvcinitnth.      TIm:  cauec  nf  that  mi,  in  1*1 
a  douri}  b>  fix  tbe^c  little  urticlcc  of  rovcaue  and  li<  "m** 
lh<im  to  a  ftipuloted  suin.  luid  alao  a  mrviiiiftiiK  -e  t]<i>:  ^ 
jioDDd  with  rttapcct  Ui  llif  Muudo.  timl  ic,  iK 
invcHtilurv.     A  part  of  tUuni  were  carried  ■ 
whird  hu  went  up  in  August.  177.5.     The:  =■ 
grant  uf  tlic  kotwaii  and  nt*  Ibe  mint  hati  iw.  «>^^"  - 
dcltlMl,  uiv?,  therefore,  it  ermtod  %  neoesaity  tor  {M^i^ 
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ilMMe  sanads.  Upon  the  15th  of  April,  1776,  they  were  all  f9FBB.ir92. 
of  them  sent  up;  but  the  Raja,  Cheyt  Sing,  objected  to 
pBrticuIar  expressions  in  them ; — and  it  is  not  immaterial 
te  observe  he  objected  to  the  word  mulchulsy,  I  think :  he 
objected  to  the  clause  that  was  to  make  former  sanads  Toid  ; 
lie  objected  to  a  word  expressing  the  plural  instead  of  the 
iBnguIar.  There  were  a  number  of  comments  upon  them ; 
in  oonsequence  of  that  a  fresh  set  of  instruments  was  sent 
'sp  in  July,  1776.  Tlie  final  contract,  therefore,  with  him 
is  cont^ned  in  these  sanads.  And,  my  Lords,  any  sort  of 
difficulty  in  discovering  what  ultimately  were  the  sanads  is 
Mmoved  by  an  observation  which  was  made  by  an  honour- 
able and  learned  Manager  on  this  subject^  in  conducting  the 
0lridence,  who  stated  very  candidly  and  very  properly — 
<what  nobody  could,  indeed,  entertain  any  doubt  about — that 
tiiere  is  no  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  sanads,  for  though 
the  sanads  sent  up  in  Jtily,  1776,  do  not  appear  upon  the 
neord,  yet,  comparing  the  sanads  of  that  day  with  these 
^roted  in  1776,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  knowinjr  what  the 
actual  sanads  were.  Here,  then,  we  have  a  great  deal  of 
premises  before  the  contract ;  but  we  liave  also  the  instruc- 
tKMiB  pven  to  Mr.  Fowke  to  communicate  to  the  Ilaja,  at 
the  time  he  communicated  to  him  the  contract ;  and  we  have 
a  letter  of  Raja  Cheyt  Sing's. 

I  proceed  now  to  consi(ier  in  what  wa\'  this  contnict  is  ManmT  of 
represented  in  the  Article.  Your  Ijordships  will  recollect  that  n,o"^,',"iJ,"?[ 
this  is  the  subject  of  the  1 1th,  1 2th  and  13th,  paragraphs  in  j.y^.|^»^"  ^»^i- 
the  Article.     The  first  observation  that  I  have  to  make  \x\)on 
tlufl  is,  that  all  the  remaining  part  of  this  Article,  which  re- 
presents the  nature  of  the  hist  contract — the  most  important  i)ifr«rrnoo 
contract  of  all — all  the  words  that  are  represented  as  consti-  ^nn^ZxiXnuH 
tuting  this  contract,  are  to  be  found  in  the  j)ropo8ition8  oV'^^l^^^f^^ 
the  12th  of  June,  1775,  and  nowhere  else.      Those  words,  ;'"■<•" 
upon  which  the  whole  argument  is  rested,  upon  which  all  is 
built,  are  in  the  proj)osition  of  an   intended  plan  of  settle- 
ment of  the  12th  of  June,  1775,  but  are  not  to  be  found  in 
the  subsequent  C(»nsultutions,  and  are  not,  one  single  syllable 
of  them,  in  the  contract  itself;  so  that,  in  order  to  ascertain 
what  is  the  contract  made  with  this  person,  we  are  to  look 
at  something  that  was  intended  to  be  the  contract  at  one 
time,  and  not  to  look  at  what  was  at  hist  the  contract    Now, 
it  should  seem  to  me  rather  material,  when  we  are  to  rely 
upon  the  expression  that  ''  no  more  demands  should  be  made 
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•.upiK)  him  of  any  kind,"  and  ao  on — I  iduniM  ihmk  it  nte 
ttMterikl  to  qnoto  the  word«  rnaA*-.  lue  oT  to  tibe  iMlnci 
itacif,  not  wliat  pfun«d  «i  may  time  nnt«eedeat  wtbo*' 
tract,  itiui'h  Ion  wlint  MX  I'mni  one  of  the  patliatnlte 
roDtmi'tt  iDDrh  \e»i  vrhnt  woa  nrrcr  eocumtuiiutel  n  dl 
otbcT  \»xiy — what  wiw  th(>  \^ca,  oi  oDC  Ume  li  "» p«« 
or  of  liDB  Jttrty  ta  the  contract,  and  not  what  wu  thcSa' 
contract  nude  with  ihts  iium  or  the  nmmown  lAmiuh 
nuMlv  to  him.  I  i<bould  nuher  think  Uiat  Uiat  b  tbf  nf  ■ 
Bttainin^  thr  [ilatn  !«nw  nud  mvantDft  uf  the  mstncL 

In  tbe  ni^ft  place,  Jot  u»  M;e  what  oro  thine  extnOtta 
the«c  fnTiiB»jiionff — for  limy  are  onir  exttacU.  Cert« 
.  wonL*  and  cxprcasiona  «cntt(.Tc>l  in  di^crcnt  \ttxtt  oT  dv 
|irtp)Mi^iUi)D«  are  pk-kixl  out ;  and  it  U  a  very  rcnalbUl 
cirouaiPtancv  that  it  nhoithl  m>  liappen  that  all  theoffMBW 
thai  *n  picknl  out  arc  auch  aa  load  to  raine  tfae  idn  <i^ 
man'*  inacpcitdAOce  and  importatice,  and  all  the  mpCliM 
that  <(unlily  and  explain  ihose  trord*  and  that  w*  A* 
out  tu  ha%'e  lh«  imisu  of  fpving  him  indepcndcnoe  shBUd 
be  kit  bdiind  t  That  ii  a.  ainfpitar  ciirijinatancc,  thit  bv 
sbnutd  b<t  ihouglil  Distcrml  tn  be  cxtnict«d  though  tin;  M 
in  tho  vrry  Fnuio  sentence  of  tht^  taiaa  docnmcnli!  u 
thuHc  wonls  tliat  qualify  it  unci  that  remove  soy  pcsth 
douht  are  Ififi  lichiixl  and  not  qDuli.'d  at  all ' 

Yotir  I>ird*liijw  obiterve  that  the  great  argument  tjiq* 
mdcpcodonci'.     ilic  fintt  pnrt  (if  ihv  ArtkJc  elates — 

■'  1'Ukt  tix-  Mkl  XVwmi  llwtinits  did  taj-  htfon  the  CwikiI  k^ 
''  projHMitiimi,  for  the  purpinr  d(  cnrninu*  iniit  rtterl  the  iniDiUliMU  tf  ^ 
B(«td  to  render  the  taMl  Kkjoli  iDinv  tntLpiHmdmt.  to  ptvwBi  ha  (M 
Wn^  ndnnifl  tD  what  tie,  ilie  sud  Wanm  lluUnjc*,  (xlb  iIitRHaa^ 
dapnred  *tal«  iifa  nwir  irmindar,  and  to  nU<-  Uia  to  •  bImCm' 
pcwcraod  dupiliy  unknnim  Xo^aj  of  In*  anivMuni  ttmitiiadaa 
amty  Ui*  wiiT  ii>1ratkiai  intu  tMnniiiun  llie  wil  Wtmi  Hauiiit*  M 
Jairr  >£■  »p«nal)]r  |i»npa«  and,  nith  the  ■p[i«ub«l>iin  nf  ha  t'-a^ 
dhl  ictnallf  iTintrrtii  Chnt  Sinff  tbo  nmjiil  {•uwrr  nf  emwtxHt ovarf 
juMioe,  uid  nf  aTiniaK  moiK?  nitliin  bi*  doniiaioiu,*' — 

Now  I  beg  ynnr  Lenlahipa  to  atteod  to  the  w<i^  iW 
M\om— 

"  which  powvn  in  thnt  Munti^  liare  alanm  twm  vuimAavi  m  b*^ 
oTMnrMTi^i  aaildiil  farihtr  prnpow,  Uiat,  whibt  tlir  RiUi!<  ■^ 
mntinne  hiithrul  to  tib  ctiki 
•hould  iiBf  ihir  ubodieaoe  t< 


omtinne  hitkrul  to  tib  cTi|t>Kcmi!BU  mmI  iinnotoal  in  bu  pajwoa** 

d  iiBf  ihir  ubodieaoe  t»  the  Bntisli  <*uvcnitiKitt,  ao  n^  AoPiA 

■houltl  If  mode  upLin  liini  b?  ibr  Ban  ladia  ConipaiiT  ofu;  kJat^r 


•nj[  jmfmcr  wfast*o«vtr,  ihoald  anj  tierwui  Ik  tilawnl'te  k 
h  bii  autborltj-  at  dlatnrli  Hit  puoe  nf  L 
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Then  it  states  that  the  proposition  was  directed  to  be  S9  peb.  1793. 
miinunicated  by  I^Ir.  Fowkc ;  and  then  it  <;ocd  on  with  a 
«ge  quotation  of  the  comment  mude  by  Mr.  Hastings  upon 
Be  of  the  propositions  that  he  made — 

•■  Which  voluntan-  restraint  wus  i)roposc(l  by  the  suid  Warren  Hast- 
IM  and  laid  by  the  Govemnipnt  upon  its  own  actions,  in  order,  uinon^ 
£0  purposes,  to  inspire  the  K'ljah  with  the  greatest  contidenee,  without 
faaeh  he,  the  said  R^jah,  woiihl  expect  from  every  change  of  (lovem- 
icnt  additional  demands  to  be  made  upon  him,  and  wouhl,  of  course, 
HOBnd  to  all  the  arts  of  intrigue  and  conceahnent  ])ractiscd  by  other 
Ipendcnt  Rajahs,  and  because  by  pro]K'r  encouraf^ement  he  would 
NWe  a  powerful  ally  and  be  a  useful  barritr  to  tlie  Kast  India  Com- 
i^j;  but  that  he  would  be  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  if  the  con- 
iftiaas  of  his  connection  with  the  ('ompany  were  left  open  to  future 
Illations." 

It  then  goes  on,  in  the  next  part  of  it,  to  quote  tlie  j)ropo- 
Aion  that  respected  the  cavalrv,  which  is  made  the  ground 
r  A  material  allegation  against  Air.  Hastings,  in  the  course 
f  this  business — 


**  Tliat  he  did  pn)pose  to  his  Counril  that  Rajuh  Cheit  Sin^  should 
Mue  to  maintain  in  constant  pay  a  (M)dy  of  two  thousand  cavalry,  for 
ilB^  the  (!om|mny  were  to  ])ay  after  the  mte  of  fifteen  rupees,  per 
lonth,  for  each  private  man,  and,  in  proportion,  for  the  otlicers,  so  lon^ 
■  they  should  continue  in  the  service  of  the  (■ompany ;  that  the  said 
PTanvn  Hastini^s  then  declared  it  was  far  from  his  intention  to  ])n)pose 
haft  or  any  other  article  to  be  im])0sed  upon  the  said  lUjuh  by  compuU 
ion,  and  the  Board  did  fuially  resolve  only  to  recommend  it." 

And  then  it  concludes  with  this  general  proposition,  as  a 
Borolhiry  from  the  whole — 

••  l*hat,  by  these  anil  various  other  acts,  aj^reements,  treaties  or  stipu- 
lations, the  said  Rajah  Oheit  Siiif^  was,  under  the  authority  of  the  East 
India  (Company,  fidly  confirmed  and  strured  in  the  free  and  uncon- 
trolled authority  in  the  n'j^ulation  and  j^overnment  of  his  /.emindarv, 
mlgect  to  no  demand,  of  any  sort  or  kind  or  upon  any  ])retence  what- 
loever,  over  and  a))ove  the  ])aynient  of  the  rent  or  tribute  stijmlated 
to  he  by  him  ])aid.** 

These  are  the  quotations  extracted  from  tlie  propositions;  Th«qnotB. 
imd  I  have  read  them  in  order  that  I  might  not  be  supposed  aXi* "ei* 
to  misstate  them.     Here  wc  have  tlic  t)roi>ositions  themselves  ![**'l2l'^ 
nrom  whence  tins  is  extracted;  and  your  Ijordships  will  see  ^>»""- 
how  far  the  context  justifies  the  extract.    The  first  (piotation 
is  collected  from,  I  think,  three  diiierent  sentences;  half  of 
each  is  taken  lind  put  together  into  one  sent(»nce.     They  are 
taken  from  the  observation  upon  the  first  proposition,  tliat 
10,    the   intention   to  render  the   Il:ija   more    independent. 
The  next  wonls  are  to  be  f(mnd  at  the  end  of  the  obser- 


armMt-Tatioii,  with  BcoondermUesnlAvemjigMDteiMe.  TWaM 
l«rt  u  takno  frota  an  ub«jmukn  upoa  tltf  wtemi  pip 
•hioti.  So  Uut  tbemc  u«  eKtiads  fnim  tfane  iSkoa  |iA 
of  thuAo  i)ru[K>uUi<(is  <>f  Mr.  UAsiuufi. 

Now.  IcL  ixi  .lei:  whtiiJii^r  it  wus  wv  tibj«ct  ukI  iuo^^ 
Mr-  Uwuii]!*  to  reoilur  thu  luan  iailepviKlenL  lit.  BmD^ 
beftiiiri  hu  |>nifM>«tion  ihiu — 
Artiiynnia  ""The  M/ncamtj  uf  (he  MmlDiLwT  of  Bhmwj  mJ il*  J^^^ 
■  rn^iTw*'  '■•*?'*  '""'  o«l"l  »"  jierpBtaily  to  tlw  bnnounUc  Ctanpuij  ly  fc  ■ 
Artirt*.  it  bw«Wie*  i>  ran  wry  h>  drtcnnnw  id  »h«i  ^t^HT  4t  ipl 
■lioil  br  MrroamJ  anJ  the  rqfulBr  pijmienl  of  Ui«  infniw  4«fc*l"< 
B^ib  M<rand ;"  I 

And  thoD  he  staUK — "  Ui»l  the  pUn  of  Mtllenvent*  o))^  | 
he  frapoem  wa*— 

"  To  be  wiijinul  knj  tmcciMi^mrtito  on  Un.-  JbM  ri^tK*  uf  U>*  B^' 
tlw  m^ftgxmmU  kctukUjr  uibsUuntf  whti  btm." 

And  it  a|iiiean  that   Mr.  Hadtingi  procecdi^d  upon  ^ 

idea,  not  to  mtcrferv   with    thv    sahautin^  cuntnct;  ktii 

etutiift,  with  re-ijitK:!  to  &JI  the  fire  iiropcx'ttioDs  lloiUia* 

hia  inii-ntiini  b>  intfnux:  nor  uoe   oy   emuuuUioD  npM  ll>t  ^ 

Bajn;  lot,  a:"  they  wcro   nil   RltcraliotiK  lor  hisbcwfik** 

■nin;ni)i^  lir  wniili!  hurir  tin  i]|ijei:tii>D. 

tMbtf  b>  The  wan]»  "  nuulv  inilopcndvni  "  occur  in  Uw  tihicmw* 

•hu'imS*  upuD  tb*   6ni   |irnpii«ti<Mi   that  r(»|>cci4  bU  rrnl:  and  tl 

« lUiik.     t|J(,„  BtatM  his  object  to  be  thut  the  rent  •hoiiW  not  be  pJ 

ut  Ut-iuuv),  hot  ehanid  he  (wiJ  iit  I'litQa :  and  iii*  nu^a  br 

thnt,  \ui  uy*,  i»,  hooiusR  it  wnuld  not  Aiistraie  tlie  inleaaw 

Iff  tilt!  Bonn]  of  reoderiug  thf  I{«ja   iadtfrcadeai ;  and  t* 

gnefl  on    (g   iriate  why   it   wuuld    not :    if  a  TieBiivt  nf 

npIMilDtcd  tburv,  hi<Bayn,l)i»  opinion  wu  that  tlie  rooM^uBB 

nuuld  bu  thuL  hu  would  Immt'diat^ily  ioterfore  in  theauM^ 

inoDt  of  hia  country;  Uint  would   nnxlnno  aptiralj  to  tW 

Compiioy,  and,  in  tho  ond,  it  would  reduce  fnni  to  'd* 

mean  and  depravoid  ^tntc  of  n  men.'  xntniaibir." 

Mdiwid^         I  tthould  l)«  yUd  to  odk,  whollior  anybody,  in  rouSB^t^ 

ram  oltoj^thCT,  woiild  uot  imtncdiarelT  porvioiv(<  thai  the  hi^ 

*'**'"  '^'    iwiideun*  Mr.  Hoatinjr*  U  9p(takjil<j  of  is  that  sort  rf  inifr 

pOTKl(>nov  that    I  at  lir.-<t  ^Catnl,  tuuiifdy,  to    tuTTSl  ^ 

intork-ronw  io  thd  interiud  ^vcmmeot  of  hij«  coUntiy,  **" 

cuu*i:  that  wttfl  tHi;  only  sort  of  auhjwt  witli  which  a  Barid* 

etntioned  there  wu  Gkciy  to  interfor«7    Bnl,  if  time  <dX 


*  MwiiM  o4  lb.  nattiap,  wkiiiiM  )<>  ihf  f>imea  uf  Ibn|rfl  (^ 
i7JJi.— PriolM  bi  Umi  "  SfiniMc*  irf  iIm  Bndeiiw."  p.  M. 


^ 
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10  any  doubt   upon  the  subject,  the  next  proposition  is  29  fbb.i792. 

^ .    ■  poNition. 

^^Tliat  the  Rija  shall  be  empcm'ered  to  exercise  a  complete  and  uncon- 
ll^fled  Kithoiity  over  his  zemindary,  under  the  acknowledged  sovereignty 
Pihe  Honourable  Company." 

''^ftheae  words,  which  qualify  and  explain  what  sort  of 
prthority  was  to  be  given  him,  are  wholly  left  out  It  goes 
ii  mnd  states  in  what  he  was  to  have  a  complete  uDcoDtrollcd 
iriliority  over  his  zemindary,  namely,  in  the  government 
jr  the  country  dependent  on  him,  in  the  collection  of  the 
ifvenues  and  in  the  administration  of  justice ;  but  it  is  all 
^■be  under  the  acknowledged  sovereignty  of  the  Company. 
Kerefore,  I  think,  that,  on  the  readin<:c  the  whole  of  these 
I|opo8itions,  there  could  be  no  doubt  at  all  but  that  the  ob-  m„oveTn- 
tiet  of  Mr.  Hastings  was,  as  I  have  stated,  to  exonerate  him  |j;jj«'ii  ^-o"'- 
IhMn  internal  controul,  and  to  leave  the  general  authority 
kter  him  untouched. 

Kow  we  come  to  those  words  that  are  quoted  as  badges  of  J;'j!JJj!j['[,^^ 
BfVereignty,  and  that  they  were  so  considered  by  the  Com-  ruKuiivts. 
ly.     From  whence  it  should  seem  as  if  it  was  meant  to  be 
^sented  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Board,  in  giving 
these  powers,  to  give  him  badges  of  sovereignty ;  ami 
they  must  have  been  so  considered  by  the  person  who 
id    to  give   them   and   by  the   Kaja  himnclf     Your 
dps  will  jilease  to  attend  to  the  passage  from  whence 
ftat  is  taken,  where  it  will  be  seen  that  the  very  idea  that  is 
suggested  was  anticipated  and  obviated  by  the  very 
je  from  whence  it  was  taken. 
Mr.  Hastings  proposes, — 


••  ■■ 


That  sanads  be  granted  to  the  Rigah  [specially  conferring  uj)on  him 
power  of  aj)i>ointing  officers  to  the  charge  ot'  the  cutwally  and  the 
nint  of  Beiiureii ;  the  lutter  to  be  sulyect  to  such  orders  and  regulations 
IS  the  Governor  (ieneral  and  Council  shall  ut  any  time  think  jiroper  to 


Ob$ervatlon. — "  'ITiese  offices  have  l>een  considered  as  marks  of  sove- 
rugnty;  at  least  this  has  sened  for  the  }>retext  to  withhold  them  from 
Ale  possession  of  the  Kajah,  to  whom  they  have  been  a  heavy  grievan(re, 
the  cutwally  esj)ecially,  which,  being  held  in  turn  and  executed  undir 
kbe  mthority  of  a  jmnce  who  had  no  interest  in  the  welfare  or  ease  of 
bis  people,  has  always  been  repn'sented,  as  in  its  obnous  tendency  it 
DQuld  scarce  fail  to  ])rove,  a  source  of  the  worst  cornii)tion  and  oppres- 
riODy  from  which  there  wa.*<  no  ap])eal.  If  there  be  any  weight  in  the 
pica  for  reserving  these  ])rerogativesto  the  Company,  the  grant  of  thum 
to  the  R^ah  himself  by  sjiecial  sanads  will  be  a  sufticicnt  ex])ression  of 
kheir  sovereignty,  although  the  solimui  renunciation  of  it  already  made 
by  the  Nawab  of  Oude  is  the  best  and  most  valid  charter  under  which  it 
be  claimed;  and,  while  they  have  three  lirigades  and  a  full  treusuiy 


r 


,«. 


"— '  ^v- -^.^"ea  vy '^«  S"S■-"' 


•~-      .bam  .-  %,%.»  *«f  "JuLttocl  l»«" 
•^■n^  „n,e  n..y  "  «      „t  D»'>»"-  '-.Ja  „y* 
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to  Mr.  Fowke,  and  when  you  look  at  the  letter  written  by  29  Pkb^itw. 
Mr.  Hastings  to  the  Raja  himself,  and  the  sanads  that  are 
granted  upon  this  subject.  I  shall  have  occasion  to  quote 
them  presently;  and  I  only  beg  your  Lordships  will  be 
pleased  to  bear  in  your  memory  what  is  this  extract^  and 
what  is  stated  with  respect  to  their  being  considered  as 
marks  of  sovereignty^  when  I  come  to  state  what  was  the 
actual  communication  to  the  Baja  upon  tins  subject. 

We  have  had  a  great  deal  of  argument  upon  the  proposi-  Proporftion 
tion  respecting  the  cavalry  ;  and  it  is  8upix)sed  that^  by  that  tii?»viaiy. 
praposition,  Mr.  Hastings  intended  to  preclude  himself  and  J^'^^ij"^ 
the  British  nation  from  any  right  to  call  upon  Chey t  Sing  preclude  the 
fer  asBistancc  in  time  of  war,  or  to  call  for  cavalry.     Now  it  "V^rinf? 
does  appear  to  me,  on  reading  the  proposition,  that  it  affords  »»*^»«*<^« 
DO  such  inference  at  all,  and  that  the  mistake  upon  that 
Hlliiect  is  this.     The  proposition  respects  an  obligation  to 
be  imposed  on  the  Itjya  to  keep  up  cavalry — to  keep  up  DiHUuction 
a  atonding  force,  in  time  of  peace,  upon  a  permanent  esta- J^nJJ^  duty 
Uiehment.     It  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  right  to  call  upon  JnS^bHST' 
Um  for  such  force  as  he  actually  had  in  his  service.     And  uon  to  keep 
^eae  are  two  very  distinct  propositions.     A  man  may  be  fwce.*    *^ 
bound  to  assist  with  what  force  he  actually  has,  and  yet  there 
m  no  obligation  upon  him  as  a  subject  generally  to  keep  up 
permanently  a  standing  force.     If  any  such  obligation  had 
been  imposed  upon  him,  that  would  have  been  an  encroach- 
nent  upon  tlie  rights  of  the  Kajn,  because  before  that  time 
be  was  not  bound  to  keep  up  any  express  force — certainly, 
not  in  the  manner  that  was  here  proposed  to  be  done :   and 
the   confusion   between    tliese   tw^o  points    has    introduced 
all  the  erroneous  concludions  upon  this  subject,  and  when 
that  proposition  comes  to  be  read  there  will  be  no  doubt 
at  all. 

The  proposition  is  this : — 

'*  That,  in  return  for  these  cuncessions,  and  for  the  perfonnance  of  his  Termiof  the 
dntf  M  A  vassal  to  the  Company,  the  Riigah  shall  en^a^e  to  maintain  in  propotltkm. 
flODiitant  pay,  and  ready  at  all  times  for  immediate  .sen-ice,  a  body  of 
flTD  thousand  horse,  on  such  an  establishment  as  shall  be  prescribed  by 
Ae  Governor-General  and  Council  [and  that,  whenever  the  sen'icc  of 
llui  corps  shall  l>e  retjuired  by  the  (iovernor  (leneral  and  (-ouncil,  it 
tball  be  consif(ned  to  the  command  of  su<-h  ofticer  or  oiticers  as  they 
■hall  Appoint,]  and  be  allowed  from  the  Company  an  additional  payor 
jmituity  of  fifteen  rupees  a  month,  for  each  ])rivate  man,  and  in  propor- 
Sin  for  the  oiiicers  of  such  coq)S,  during  the  time  of  such  ser\-ice.*' 

It  is  clear  that  this  respected  a  proposition  to  keep  up,  in  Thedntyof 
constant  pay  and  ready  at  all  times  for  immediate  service^  a  with  Um 
VOL.  II.  3  b 


him — that  bcnde*  Jcsi^ 
tiMUt  1IB  with  them:  tlu 
<]UMt>on  merely  wn«,  irfa«tlii 
tln^m  u]i.  \obodv  dmuoed 
them  a[i,  \vc  should  not  be  ] 
fVnm  oc^titiag  the  right,  tb 
the  ripfat,  iu)d  taking  for  ifrui 
foire.  \ie  wciult]  Iw  IxJUDd,  m 
lu  lh«  Cocupany,  ut  ridd  tu  l 

.      It  B  v«ry  remu-kable  bow 

XuSSlf  Article  wniuh  rofera  ta  tfait 
'"^  lbo*e  word*,  wbich  nre  the  d 
Um:  wordn  "  for  tbu  perfontui: 
the  CompttDv" — thoK  worda 
ocgitiTo  the  iiiis  that  thw  pro 
hint  inr  nbaolutc  ri^t.  ft  i 
vrc  aliould  go  oD  both  ndot  o: 
have  port  of  the  MUtmca  bef 
ium)  yut  lea-n  out  those  impoi 
"  for  Ihp  jvrrfonnancc  of  his 
pati}-."  I  (hduld  huvD  thong 
inittrlDil  tbi«c-  wimlx  tbao  to  h 
obnatv  liny  ntimm:  of  oar  fae 
he  ITU  Dot  ft  vuHol  hat  intende 
un<l  thnt  thu  rrry  propociticn] 
ur  duty  to  aSitri  military  f>crri 
Anotlicr  tiling,  too,  is  nnioi 
thin  jiaritgrapb   IS.     ThcM  ie 


ir 
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•ot  pay  them ;  it  was  only  that  an  additional  sum  should  be  29PEB.1729. 
||Hd  mm,  in  consideration  of  his  keeping  them  up  at  all 


3  In  the  discussion  of  these  propositions  afterwards,  upon  Dinctusion 
'jpM  5th  of  July,  your   Lordships  will  see  that   the  only  ^ftio?^ 
jniiment  upon  this   proposition   was,  whether   we   should 
|Mke  thb  a  permanent  impost  upon  him.     They  say, — "  If  {ho  JJII^ton 
wa  do  it,  you  will   subject    him  to   an  annual  increased  J^j^™  tJo 
'■qpenae,  which  you  ought  not  to  put  upon  him/'    That  was  impoHt. 
-Pbe  objection.     Mr.  Francis  says, — 

"•I  olgect  to  your  compelling  the  Raja  to  keep  up  an  extra  force  for 

rice ;  considering  it  as,  in  effect,  an  increase  of  tribute,  which  is 

to  the  principles  that  have  guided  uiy  judgment  from  the  first 

of  this  negotiation.     1  have  no  objection,  however,  to  its  being 

an  article  of  agreement  u-ith  him,  that  he  should  either  put  the 

he  now  keeps  upon  a  better  footing  in  point  of  discipline,  or 

id  tiiem  and  raise  an  equal  number  in  tneir  stead." 

Wbat  signifies  his  putting  them  upon  a  good  footing,  if  it 
to  be  left  at  the  option  of  the  Kaja  whether  he  is  to  give 
the  assistance  of  these  troops  or  not,  but  no  obligation  is 
be  imposed  upon  him  ? 
I?   Mr.  Barwell  says, — 

i^^I  am  of  the  same  opinion  with  Mr.  Francis;  considering  it  as  an 
it  of  his  tribute." 


M^ch  it  certainly  would  have  been,   if  he   was  under  a 
HMifltant  expense  in  doing  it. 
Colonel  Monson  says, — 

/  ««I  am  of  opinion  the  Company  should   have  received  the  Rigah's 
upon  the  same  terms  that  he  gave  it  to  the  Nabob." 


General  Clavering  says, — 

"  I  understand  that  the  Rajah  does  keep  u])  a  large  body  of  cavalry, 
*  that  five  hundred  of  those  which  assisted  under  the  command  of  [tfie 
ain  of  the  Governor's  guards  in  the  conquest  of  the  Rohilla  country, 
MTB  absolutely  useless,  by  their  total  want  of  disci])line  when  they  tO(>k 
W0  field,  but  miproved  during  the  campaign.]  I  wouhl  not  compel  the 
pUaaih  to  keep  up  any  troo])s,  but  I  would  recommend  it  to  him  to 
iilMintun  the  nuinber  which  the  (rovemor  General  has  pro])osed  for  his 
md  our  assistance ;  and,  as  the  country  of  Bahar  is  open,  where  ca>'alry 
WKf  always  act  with  great  advantage,  and  as  the  Com]>aiiy  docs  not 
IMmtain  any,  1  think  it  should  1>e  rccommende<l  to  the  Uajuh  to  a[>point 
jome  British  officers  to  discipline  and  command  his  troops,  by  means 
of  which  great  benefit  may  be  derived  from  them  in  case  of  a  wur  \\'\\\\ 
the  Marattas."  * 


*  IVinted  in  the  '*  Minutes  of  the  Kvidence/'  p.  5G. 

3u2 


1                                     nUVrrtl^^f    OtI    th^S^^^^^^I 

JSm^Tm  Ajticit  — uiai  »o  man  i 
■•MkM.     pretence    whataoercr,   tl 

leagtb.     I  luTe  nad  tJu?i 
•eaw  tliat  ie  [lo  boj  put 
ihc  context  oiul  the  man 

inlerfcre  wilb  tlici  Inlamd 
ie  Mid,— 

•i»i; •.,  Ou 

drnn.                                       „,-« 
kllii'                                         ■■  Il««  ■ 
iolrrf.T                                  r.:jurd 

J»^^  i_^       1  fl«y,  taking  the  whole 

•wmamUuI  Ihey  luouit  to  uwinb 

iTifh  tai«>    it  U  cUttr  that  he  wu  to  n 

yiw"™'  th«  l»*t  |>ropo«twn  rpcaj 

r-"---      I  think  it  U  clntr  to  uty  b 

thi^u  fpukcn  or  mtut  Ri' 

whinh,  if  iiMKii',  noitlil  int< 

raout  i>f  tiU  cuuotr>- ;  Kudi 

^_                      tniublcMnuc,  iLDi)  wbidi.  wi 
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I8ting3  had  upon  this  subject  at  that  time  was,  that  29Fra^i7w. 
re  circumstance  of  the  rent  being  fixed  did  not  pre-  liable  to  tho 
he  Government  from  making  further  demands ;  what-  *^^™*'**^ 
nse  you  avIU  put  upon  the  Avord  "  demands,"  that  he 
b  precluded  from  them  by  the  rent  being  fixed ;  for  he 
»  not  to  encroach  upon  the  riglits  of  the  Kaja,  and 
tes  this  as  an  assurance  which  was  to  be  given  him ; 
b  which  it  is  clear,  in  the  understanding  of  Mr.  Hast- 
lat  he  would  be  liable  to  further  demands.     Then,  if  I 
f  bIiow  your  Lordships  that  no  such  assurance  as  is 
ited  ever  was  given  him,  I  trust  I  satisfy  your  Lord- 
act  only  that  he  was  liable  to  further  demands,  but 

was  so  liable  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Hastings,  and 
J  far  from  its  being  declared  that  he  was  absolutely 
ed  from  all  otlier  demands,  it  establishes  directly  the 
J,  supposing  this  ever  was  communicated  to  him. 
icy  would  have  looked  at  the  subsequent  proposition.  Proof  fttwn 

would  have  read  what  actually  was  communicated,  {ho  acfSu**' 
lat  was  the  final  agreement  Avith  him,  they  would  find  ■s'ccment. 
is  proposition  never  Avas  actually  notified  to  the  Kaja; 
1   the  communication    ever  given  to   the   Kaja   was 
to  assure  him  that  his  rent  or  tribute  should  remain 
and  it  was  intended  to  comprehend  in  that  all  the 
lutics   which   are    appreciated    and  made  matter   of 
I  contract  with  him  ;    but,  with  respect  to   all   the 
[  obligations  as  a  subject,  and  all  the  rights  of  the 
ny  as  a  sovereign,  Avhen  you  come  to  see  the  words, 
tonishing  hoAV  there  could  have  been  the  least  doubt 
incd  upon  this  subject, 
instructions  given  to  Mr.  Fowke  are  in  page  57  : —     instmr- 

your  arrival  at  Bonaros  vou  will  wait  on  Rajah  Cheit  Sing,  and  Fowke. 

lim  witli  the  sunnuds  which  will  he  entrusted  with  you  for  that 
ft 

',  what  is  the  first  communication  to  this  man  who 

B  made  indcj)cndcnt ;  having  first  notified  to  him  the  Xotini-ation 

gnty  of  the  Company  over  all  the  territories  of  his  tJ*^? *thc''^*' 

ary,    and   received   from   him,    on   account   of    the^"'**^'* 

ny  and  in  their  name,  a  nazrana,  or  acknowledgment 

rassalage,  which  we  fix  at  10,000  rupees?     The  first 

0  be  notified,  then,  is  our  sovereignty.     The  first  thing 

one  by  him  is  the  acknowledgment  of  our  sovereignty. 

a  order  to  make  that  notorious  to  all  the  country — in 

hat  nobody  might  get  the  erroneous  idea  that  he  was 

to  be  a  sovereign, — 


75tt  Defmrv  am.  ikc  Pirtt  Chaiye~£ 

t,      "  Yon  vSlI  ibtn  ruguim   hjiti   Ur   paliUah  ihti  fwx.  \ij  |«iiihiiiif«i 
ihrotigli  Ibc  H'uaU;.  iut<)  tnvni  bim  with  tfef  kbilat." 
So  iJiat  licrc  he  wsa  himscir  to  iimclaim  hit  aituktira  la  tb 
wbolo  cgiintry,  aad  t..  umlrceive  them,  if  then  wuU  W 
any  diwuplion  cnlertitintKl   npam  the  subject  vf  l1i«  inanMl 
powrtrr  whwli  h«  wmIo  havo — "  Vou  oro  ycnjraelf  to  »t4ai^ 
I«l)|!ti  mir  •nvcn.-igntr  by  nn  unequivocBl  met.     Yaa.  thmt 
the  mitn  intcrcviM  to  di^piito  it — if  it  could  be  dwpuloi-^ 
riuill  ynur»rir  niilifj  to  the  whole  country  that  yon  in  Mt 
a  iOTcrcifpi.  but  thHt  tho  CompAny  arc  the  mtmvff^l^ 
tliat  you  uru  iinr  tokuL" 
It  tfacnjjiDes  on. — 

M.  ■■  Ic  wiU  Iw  pfnp«r  III  Msun!  tbe  ttajok  t>i»t  we  da  not  Dim  b)  ioOM 
hia  InlmtF.  liut  ift  require  fium  bim  the  cvart  vum.  and  in  ib  ^ 
«|iM3Fk  »(  niiiM»,  til  tic  Laid  M  Bciun*,  m  be  imuI  to  Sgi»b  PovkkV 

au«J  DMDtbfjr  liiitB  I  thni.  ui>4vrtl)e  MrknimrUlgcd  wtcni^iilyrf* 
Kupuj-,  we  »r-  clr^muinM  in  Inare  him  th4-  fW  ftid  mvaaM 
BMMipncnliir  Ih-  tiiiCTfUil  itinrmmmt  .if  hit  rHunVjr  n>iilWi^>' 
Am  Bad  Rfn*!*'""'  '^  '^^^  rerBOacs.  sn  Linit  ^  h«  ulhita  to  Cbtl^ 
at  bla  ntfaf;pi»<-.nti.  anti  will  nevrr  dctmuul  •ny  KOfpnaibnai  rfti 
kimu*!  tril>ul«  which  ma;  br  fUed."* 

Cun  wiirds  bo  autto  tsxitnm  nod  clear  lluui  thute  we  to  b 
wli»t  ia  tho  Msoranco  given  him — thnt  his  rent  or  intai^ 
whi<Ji  are  ■yDooynmu*,  by  tho  (uIuiiMioii  of  tUi-  ptxiaem 
liiiiuMf,  ^Iioiild  not  be  incn;aeed: — *' wo  (tivo  yuuBoalbr 
nwuniDce  thjui  tluii;  yott  are  to  lmv«  all  tb«  intcnwlpKif 
ur  tlii>  nutmtry,  hut  yoii  ani  to  reuuun  sobjcoi  lo  tkCW 
[wiy  ?■' 

Hltc  U  a  Intlur  uf  Mr.  tlastlitg*:- 


ni-'   Bcwnl   liuvf,  tii.Tirfuiv,  ihuniiiit  prtiMr  *n 
their  tiehaJf  [to  Uk#  |tiH>euiaa  of  Uit»n  Ici 


Ihe  itrwit  of  tlw   ■■■minilurr^  |. 
imnntT  u  ruu  pooniK-it  U  Imm  (he  fanoer  -i 
term*]    I  b>vf 'leliTemI  In  th*  chante  nf  M:    !       ■    • 
in  t!i»  ii«int  of  Ibc  Cvmpuij;.  tu^'^hnr  with  •  khclui.  mil  »W  ^ 
ii  i;in]iiw(wil  to  inrut  you  iu  ilu«  fomi ;  ivBi!mni[,  ho"T«*  ■*  I 
Com|i»Qy  tho  wiiWMinih'  irf  the  wuntM-,  t*>  (Iw  fuU  mIwI  JW*  *  | 
ur  mitiht  Iktp  bem  hrltt  lij  tlio  bw  iir  pnacnt  Soiibkbiltr  nf  Oi'*-  J 
>        Now,  tbcrc  in  not  a  (lyllablu  t.f  ihiji  which  is  e 
[quoted  in  tbr  Article],  but  all  tluit  was  pn)fii)W>l  b 
□ever  <KRs  uommiinimtud — thai  ta  quoted.      Chiti*' 
it  out  of  all  doubt  that  hu  vas  l<t  rvniain  a  subject  ■ 
riiDiaiD  I'leoo  Jure  hw  mnetvaffa,  is  omitted ;  and  y 

*  Inltuetlenit  tsvm  Out  (jarfniav  and  Coancil  of  Onif>i  *•>  '■ 
Fawh)^  114th  Augiut.  ITTQ— Pdated  bi  Uib  "SlunitM  oflktC 
p.  37. 
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>w  told  that  these  were  '^  badges  of  Bovereiguty  '"  that  were  29  Feb.  1702. 
•-iven  him,  and  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Board  to 
**aider  him  more  independent.     Surely  it  was  necessary  to 
^i^Te    engrafted  these  words  in    the  documents  that  were 
:  Btoallj  communicated  to  him,  because  it  might  be  very  apt 
:?t  least  to   deceive  a  careless  reader — not    that  it  would 
deceived  any  of  your  Lordships,  I  am  sure,  because 
would  have  looked  carefully  at  the  documents  them- 
.alfeo     but  it  surely  was  necessary  to  have  introduced  those 
fOidfl,  which  explicitly,  and  without  all  doubt,  convey  the 
IflA  of  what  was  intended  by  the  new  contract 
It  then  states, — 


occasion  of  this  investment,  that  after  paying  [a  nuzzerranna  Oaihof 
JH^Ilie  Company,  which  1  have  fixed  at  10,(K)0  rupees]  it  is  necessary  **'*^"°<^<^* 
fig§t  joa.  take  an  oath  of  fealty  or  allegiance  to  the  (Company,  by  which  you 
to  understand  that,  on  forming  any  alliance  with  a  foreign  prince,  or 
I  in  any  manner  contrary  to  the  fidelity  which  you  have  thus  sworn 
lintain  to  the  Company,  your  zemindany  livith  all  the  rights  and  pri- 
M  granted  to  you  by  the  Comjmny  will  become  forfeited ;  and  it  will 
^pioper  that  a  public  proclamation  should  be  made  of  those  transac- 
that  the  natives  as  well  as  Europeans  may  be  fully  informed  of  the 
made  to  you,  with  the  resen'ation  of  the  rights  of  sovereignty  to 
Company." 

Good  God  !  my  Lords,  can  there  possibly  be  words  more 
ijtqar  to  exclude  all  possible  doubt,  if  people  would  read 
mefoi  ?  But,  if  we  are  to  have  quotations  of  the  propositions 
£^t  preceded  and  made  no  part  of  the  contract  and  never 
ijfere  executed  at  all,  if  we  are  to  have  bits  and  scraps  taken 
Snom  the  antecedent  propositions,  and  not  to  have  the  docu- 
ments themselves  that  formed  the  contract — not  to  have  the 
jIHUiance  given  to  the  Raja  himself,  and  the  words  of  it  which 
exclude  all  possible  doubt — 1  do  not  wonder  that  very  cx)n- 
iiderable  mistakes  should  arise,  in  reasoning  upon  the  rights 
Ind  in  judging  upon  the  conduct  of  a  person  so  circum- 
itenced.  The  sanads  themselves  are  in  the  70th  page.  I 
eertainly  shall  not  trouble  your  Lordships  with  going 
through  them  fully ;  they  are  particularly  commented  upon, 
(^nd  your  Lordships  will  find  them  fully  explained,  in  the 
^11  th  page  of  the  printed  Evidence,  in  the  Narrative  by  Mr. 
Hastings. 

The  sanad  begins  thus : — 

**  Be  it  kno^'n  to  all  the  Mulsuddies,  &c.,  that  whereas,  hy  virtue  of  a  Thcnnacl. 
tMuaty  with  the  Nabob  conchided '' — so  and  so — "  the  government  and 
tuvereignty  of  the  sircars  above  mentioned   has   been  ceded    to  the 
honourable  East  India  Company."    l*hen  it  goes  on  to  say — ''  the  East 

"^    Company*  in  virtue  or  the  rights  above  contained,  do  confirm  to 
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llate  of  the  contract,  it  wa8  intended  to  render  liim  inde-»yM^iTw» 
pendent ;  or,  if  not  independent,  to  exempt  him  from  the 
llUigation  as  a  subject  to  assist  his  sovereign  in  a  time  of  war. 
^  Now,  is  it  iK)ssibIe  to  draw  that  conchision  ?  Where  there  No^unda 
li  Ml  assurance  to  fix  his  rent,  that  has  an  obvious,  asurraidoro^ 
iokar  and  a  definite,  meaning.  Arc  you  to  extend  that  to  »o^«"«*^^» 
liomprehcnd  a  duty  tliat  it  docs  not  naturally  import,  and, 
trbere  there  arc  words  exchiding  any  such  idea,  are  you  to 
hippose  that  they  mean  to  give  up  the  sovereignty,  when 
they  have  expressly  reserved  it,  or  that  they  mean  to  give 
iqp  the  most  important  right  of  sovereignty,  which,  if  it  can 
M  separated  at  all,  it  is  necessary  it  should  be  expressed  in 
llnnig  and  unequivocal  language  ?  I  have  endeavoured  to 
iqrne  that,  if  the  sovereignty  remained,  this  right  could  not 
Ita  separated ;  but  nobody  can  argue  that,  if  it  can  be 
hqMuratedy  it  can  be  otherwise  separated  than  by  express 
IVords.  It  cannot  be  separated  by  any  implication.  They 
ire  not  to  construe  away  the  most  important  rights  of 
jtovereignty  by  implication,  much  less  by  that  which  is  not  a 
Infinite  implication,  and  which  applies  to  another  and  a 
jfistinct  subject  Nobody  will  argue  in  that  way  ;  and  least 
if  all  will  they  argue  that,  when  they  find  that  the  rent  was 
bed  before,  and  that  the  duties,  notwithstanding  that, 
misted  before.  Then,  I  think,  I  have  a  right  to  say  that 
ins  left  us  to  the  full  extent  the  enjoyment  of  the  sove- 
mgnty,  as  it  ever  had  been  before. 

My  Lords,  could  it  possibly    be   intended,  between  the  Naturmi 
mvercign  and  the  possessor  of  a  frontier  country,  the  most  MTerefgn  to 

Kilent,  flourishing,  province  belonging  to  the  empire, JJf^J^Scrtto 
t  the  sovereign  should  be  bound  to  protect  him — with-  co-oponie. 
Mit  any  express  obligation,  by  the  by,  inserted  in  any 
of  the  contracts  ?  Why,  we  want  to  protect  him  for  our 
>wn  interest  and  because  he  is  our  subject.  The  general 
Inty  upon  the  sovereign  for  protection,  and  the  general  duty 
of  the  subject  to  co-operate  in  the  protection  of  himself  and 
ill  the  empire,  in  both  instances,  attach,  not  as  an  express 
Itipulation,  but  as  matter  of  implied  obligation.  AVc  arc  to 
remain  liable  to  protect  him  if  this  frontier  country  should 
be  invaded  by  the  Mahrattas  ;  and,  if  we  are  bound  to  go 
l>ut  into  the  field  to  protect  his  country,  is  he,  though 
he  should  have  all  his  troops  fresh  and  in  full  order  for 
battle,  to  be  at  liberty  cither  to  co-operate  with  us  or 
not — to  defend  himself  or  not  ?  And  will  anybody  argue  JJjJJ^Jj^ 
Juity  if  he  is  bound  to  defend  Benares,  he  is  not  bound  to  extended  to 


iallLoI. 


•VuincOereua  UcngMl?     Wtiy.  b«  defend*  Brnsna « W k diAi 

the  emfun;  unl  not  the  reet?  It  U  ■ivunl  lad  nM 
ID  the  t-xtrviiic  tn  stntc  it.  ADOthcr  periMi  MfJA  ■ 
th«  Min^*  roi>M>a  B»y — •■  1  will  defend  mv  ow«  fni^J 
own  houiMF :" — bat  Uie  limbs  cuiuot  nithdnv  tkaa 
froai  the  body  in  that  sarx  of  war.  If  you  Ul  hail 
maintnin  an  inch  of  ffruuml,  jtiu  are  bgu&d  U  a^ 
tJw  wlutla; ;  fi>r  upon  (>xnctlv  the  moe  princ^  Am> 
gljjoci  nttvh  npon  i\\v  wh'tic.  The  ida  u  ralieilNI' 
nutfoiory  in  the  vxtreme.  llioM  gentlemen  «1»  oiffAi 
u  (be  4.tn*«rnmont  wuuld  ttarc  bocn  tmtofs  if  they  W^ 
J*  oocd  th»»  ripht,  if  thty  had  r«Iiiiiurilj,  ^nS.\M«ip 
»>iln>iied,  wilhtiot  debate,  without  ao^uiuent  D|*>alhePu!i 
wiliKitit  a  word  cxpresMed  in  the  mntriM-t.  loeut  to  pn. 
thi*  right,  in  a  fniutier  cimnrry,  which  wm  umd  wUi 
co-openJin^'  in  the  piihlio  di-fcnco;  tjiking  opMitM  0 
[may  and  i)|n>n  tho  Dritudt  nntJon  tho  bartlMii  b>  wdW 
yrt  to  rtnanciputo  ihi*  man,  without  its  bebigattid^ 
abdircatf^  tht  Mvum^ntr  without  any  compeaaOiiw;  Um 
tb«  nat  rvinaining  jii«t  oa  it  did  before,  and  a  Toot ri 
wae  iHit  one  huJf  the  vajtiv  of  the  xamindanr— a  ivitd 
taca,  when  the  whole  prodooc)  wae  atxivo  SO;  giiiq 
thkniMt  iinpoctaDL  and  iinEdionnhte  right  of  wreiapt 
him,  ratHUtuag  DUraelvi>>  liahlc  I  mj,  oolhiti);  Mt 
UMtft  oluar,  expresa  nod  unctiuirocal,  language  ooold  ■i' 
j-our  Lorddhipa  lo  ca«L  iipuo  tbow  gentlemeD  «lw  I 
oiiiLflilutfd  the  Gnvertitnont  fo  liboUoiia  na  iinpulKtii 
lutao  a  dtiMtrtion  of  their  inut,  that,  after  the  I^ 
nniinrr  in  which  we  had  obtained  the  strvnwntjr.  t 
fliKxild  iiutantljr  abowlon  the  inmt  iinportani  n^t  a' 
Tlioy  HIM*!  liairo  been  dnvcllcre  aa  well  u  trwlia*  ff ' 
had  nindncl«d  ihemwlve^  in  thid  utanaer.  But  tbey 
not  do  it :  Tlim  oro  no  words  to  imply  it;  tad  It 
yonr  LnHxlahipa  wilt  not  by  implitntion  »uppo«e  lliif  I 
■ncont  to  ilo  tt. 

A[y  Lordn,  w(  have  hcsnl  a  very  (Uttnotdiiiaiy  ug^ 

'  upon  thj>  fubjcvu     It  is  lh\e : — If  he  waa  to  he  bible  I" 

-  dumonds  of  atuitntonot),  wlutt  is  the  um  of  fixing  ha  teot^ 

■  you  can  otic  day  dumond  tn  much  fnr  rent,  and  tlte  onti 

<!an  demand  so  much  fur  aesistaiMw,  what  id  tiie  um  of  fif 

the  ront,  when  he  is  liable   in  another  niiapc  ti>  pay  >  HP 

money  for  assistance  ?    With  wwpoot  to  tho  rent,  I  b*  h 

to  ailc  whether  it  ia  nofe  of  wnae  twa  that  •  ma  ihww  k 
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very  valuable  country  with  a  fixed,  invariable,  rent,  though  29  Feb.  itm* 
10  18  also  liable  to  co-operate  in  the  defence  of  the  country, 
a  oommon  with  all  the  rest  of  the  subjects  ?  I  rather  think 
bit  Dobody  would  be  disposed  to  answer  this  question  by 
nying  it  would  be  of  no  use  to  have  a  country  that  produced 
iOOjOOOZ.  a  year  paying  only  230,000i  I  dare  say  nobody  case  of 
roald  have  any  sort  of  objection,  notwithstanding  the  general  iJn^JjJuS  '*" 
jilulity  attaching,  to  have  a  country  with  a  certainty  that 
rent  would  never  be  increased  beyond  the  sum  of 
,0002.,  and  that  all  the  other  270,0002.  would  be  freely 
pgoyed  by  him  ;  and  that  only  on  emergencies,  only  in 
time  of  war  and  difficulty,  would  he  be  liable,  in  common 
ipiih  everybody  else,  to  defend  his  own  estate  like  any  other 
ipm.  Is  there  no  use  in  that  ?  What  is  the  use  of  enjoying 
■a  estate  in  this  country  where  you  are  liable  to  taxes? 
RThy,  a  very  good  use,  having  a  good  estate,  if  you  pay 
|ne  half  of  it  in  taxes.  I  should  consider  it  of  great  use  to 
jpve  a  considerable  estate,  paying  a  fixed  rent  for  it,  though 
telunild  be  liable,  ultra  and  beyond  that,  to  obey  the  demands 
if  the  etate.  The  fallacy  is  in  this  : — put  the  case  that  the 
jpnds  belonged  to  another  person  who  was  not  sovereign — 
iptr  instance,  if  it  belonged  to  any  person  in  the  country  to 
irhom  that  rent  was  to  be  payable  as  a  quit  rent,  chief  rent, 
jr  in  any  other  character — would  the  fixing  his  rent  preclude 
tifte  sovereign  from  calling  upon  that  person  for  assistance  ? 
If  it  would  not,  what  signifies  the  union  of  characters  in  the 
person  of  the  sovereign  ?  He  has  united  in  him  a  right  to 
cell  upon  yon  for  rent,  as  the  landlord  and  owner  of  it;  he 
has  a  right,  as  sovereign,  in  another  character,  to  call  upon 
yon  for  assistance  in  time  of  war.  The  two  characters  are 
united,  but  the  rights  arc  as  distinct  as  if  they  belonged  to 
different  persons.  Therefore,  considering  this  contract  in 
vrery  point  of  view,  from  every  thing  that  passed  from  the 
banning  to  the  end,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  all  the  parties  in  it  to  reserve  this  right. 

I  have  detained  your  Lordships  at  a  very  considerable  The  eMo  a 
length  upon  this  subject ;  but  it  did  a])pear  to  me  to  be  im-  riKht. 
portant  to  be  settled  as  a  preliminary,  before  we  go  into  the 
OonBideration  of  the  particular  charges,  because  your  Lord- 
ships will,  by  and  by,  find  that  the  whole  is  foimded  upon  the 
question  of  right.  If  it  is  once  admitted  that  we  had  a  right 
to  call  upon  him  for  his  assistance,  then  we  shall  be  free  to 
inquire  upon  what  ground  malice  is  imputed  for  the  exercise 
of  that  right.    Your  Lordships  will  see  in   what  manner 


1U 

"■  Cheyt  Sin 


Dtfem 


I  tAr  First 


■Am    bow  br  vhufflcil  nod   ei 

ft^«  prom«|i:d  in  crayon,  di^aSvclJnu,  (Iiathi>diefirf.  eMMI 
and  St  iib^  l>rr>k«'  out  into  aa  open,  ■  blooJf  aaJ  a  Gmi 
n>bi>llii)tL  I  fthnll  etntr  In  Tuur  LonUlii|t«  liitwtkaii 
ofthif  mmn  u  represented  id  n  jianigraph  itutldA 
■ml  bv,  call  ytior  I-rfirtlalitp*'  ntt<-ation  lo— iibidi,  I  lA 
evfryiiodr  will  be  lulotiMwd  nt  wlim  ifarr  come  to  tn 
anj  cijin[*re  it  witK  llip  nmiorinl^  from  wlucli  U  ii  «» 
— nprocnting  the  conduct  of  tti«  fsroanlc  IitTOOll 
ekat^,  whn,  your  Lorrti'iip*  will  find,  vae  a  nbd  ■ 
hrart;  «So  Ifccwne  openly  nnd  puliliclya  octjmttm  nl 
whti  codangcrei)  the  Rntuh  entx>ir«  al  a  taoet  ■** 
|<«riod  of  it.     Tftw  your  Lnrdahips  will  find  tu  be  Uc  < 


cbuwHer  and  rondiict  of  this  niaa,  exactlr  r 
nitadtnj«nt  that  wo  li<_-ar  ttf.  Hi^  nttnciimrnt  vu  ^ 
altaiJ!ni(>ut  nf  hi«  father;  and  that  idea  of  albican 
taken  up  in  loronr  nf  tliie  iwtivc  of  India,  to  wliooi  «U» 
virtup,  (ill  |MUicr4ir>nf  under  Ilic  «in,  arc  tii  be  gi«o,  H 
•anic  itntv  that  Mr.  Hatftiopr«  i*  to  be  blackened  m'Al* 
vice,  ani.1  hctd  up  as  a  moitorcr  of  rynnar  ud  <  PB 
Pfcj^M*  whoM  "  hi-art  is  hlai^k  to  the  core  I"  If  t(i<y  will » 
SLiatf.  the  conduct  of  theM  mvn — if  ihey  will  iaquirc  of  aij  i 
of  thi!  (Montrr,  what  they  were — if  thej'  will  iooVH 
rcconb  fairly,  nnd  not  at  part/  (inly — they  will  finil  thA 
Bltuelintent  of  the  fitther  nnd  tho  attnclunent  of  the  w*i 
exactly  tlie  some.  Tht^y  Mrvrc  unfailhfiil  to  the  C<«f 
treachemm  l<i  the  wivere'tgn  to  whom  they  owed  obcSa 
never,  in  any  one  in^taarc,  affordii]^  ttt  ntty  wJid  aaatt 
lluit  thoy  eould  avwd  piving;  being  drirea  hjT  «•■ 
sion  t»  afford  n*  nny  n»isIaDce ;  enjoying  all  the  frn 
that  tho  British  oatitm  could  be!<tow  npcm  than,  1* 
enjoyed,  nnltx-olent  to  the  ceding  the  coauby  IB  WS 
protection  of  the  Coni[inny  from  the  year  1 7frt. 
JJjJJJj^  What  ani  nil  Ihn  eieata  thnt  luivc  been  prcn  tn  bi* 
^iMta*  oil  but  a  history  of  fnrour^  conforrvd  njion  ihc«  by 
lufeK.  Brittih  nntiijfl  ?  The  fiither  wax  |)n.ttccted  nnd  hi«  lift »' 
in  theynr  1764  and  17G5,  nnd  fnmi  that  puniol  tn  iW  t 
of  his  itenib.  Of  tho  eon,  the  Arlielo  stntc*.  hb  Irfcni 
jsaniindary  were  no  lunger  mfr  than  while  under  iJ*  I 
lection  nf  the  Cumpony.  AVlien  wc  acijuirol  Iho  ««■' 
great  [ir!vili>;;i»i  were  bc«t<iweil  apnn  liiui— intniiim^* 
viilnntarilv  b«t»wwl  upon  him,  in  onler  to  inimre  hii^ 
oMtDL     What  tfl  the  rc*alt  of  nil  thii  I    When  m  gH*l> 


•  ■ 
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valuable  and  important  a  countrj,  possessing  all  the  means  S9  Febj792. 
serving  us,  the  very  lirst  moment  we  call  upon  him — choytsing** 
■  - 1  very  first  time  we  ever  i)at  his  attachment  to  tlie  proof  ^uwtilm^ 
'•    1  call  upon  him  to  render  his  service  — your  Lordsliips  will  J^"*'- 

\  the  shuffling,  evasive  and  wicked,  prevarication  of  this 
■.:   in,  who  had  just  before  sworn  fidelity  to  the  Company — 
.  L  lO  had  that  oath  administered   to  him  upon  his  swoi-d — 
:  e    moet    solemn  manner  in    which    it   could    be    taken; 
•  -  no  had  in  the  clearest  manner  exi)ressed  his  strong  obli- 
.f  •tions  to  the  Company.     This  man,  throughout,  acted  the 
^  me  double  and  wavering  i)art  that  his  father  had  done, 
7  ieping  up  appearances,  making  a  sham  of  professions  ;  but 
,  >ur  Lordships  will  find,  from   the   beginning  to  the  end, 
hen  I  come  to  state  the  conduct  of  this  man,  that  he  never 
'    >uld  be  compelled  to  give  one  grain  of  real,  snbstantial, 
isistance  to  the  British  nation  in  the  time  of  its  (rreatest 
xigency,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  his  disaffection  increased 
rifcn  our  difficulties;   till,  at  last,   in  our  greatest  distress, 
-  hia  man  positively  withheld  it,  and  could  not  he  brought,  by 
he  argent,  repeated,  demands,  made  upon  him,  over  and  over 
'.  {puDj  to  afford  the  assistance  that  he  was  bound  to  afford  ! 
'     In  the  meantime,  what  is  the  nrmner  in  which  Mr.  Hast-  Duty  of 
Oga'  conduct  is  looked  at?     Your  Lordships  will  see  upon  iSj;,tJ***' 
irhat  grounds  malice  is  imputed  to  him  ;  that  all  endeavours  ^ci\l^^^ 
laed  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  hring  this  falt^e  man  to  obedience,  *>i™« 
x>  enforce  the  authority  of  the  Company,  to  secure  the  tran- 
jnillity  of  the  state,  to  preserve  its  important  rights  in  this 
aoantry,  bound  as  he  was  to  preserve  them,  the  guanlian  of 
die^C  rights,  and  particularly  bound  to  guard  against  any 
encroachment  upon  these  rights  by  a  man  who  approached  so 
near  to  sovereignty,  so  near  to  independency,  as  this  man  is 
Teprcscnted  to  have  done,  [are  ascribed  to  malice :  though]  it 
b^l^inc  the  more  incumbent  upon  Mr.  Hastings  to  exert  all 
the  i)owers  he  had  U)  watch  and  to  check  this  man ;  for  if 
•11  the  powers  and  favours  lavished  upon  him  did  not  openvtc 
.  to  make  him  faithful,  you  must  be  sure  that  he  was  bec^mie 
then  formidable  in  the  extreme.     It  did  become  then  neees- 
Bary  to  watch  and  guard  against  the  conduct  of  this  man,  and 
to  check  it  by  every  means.     If  Mr.  Hastings  had  not  done 
that,  he  would  have  basely  botraycd  the  most  important  duties 
entrusted  to  him,  by  abandoning  the  rights  of  the  Company 
and  suffering  this  man  to  obtain  what  he  wished  and  what 
hid  father  wished,  nauu'ly,  independency — that  which,  per- 
haps^ is  a  natund  wish  by  persons  in  high  situations  in  that 


I>tfr»et  M  tfblfrtf  { 


he  power  and  aatiwiriu  pTwih« 
I  i Till  I  Ml  knia  and  wotwotBil 


TWi  ift  the  Uatovy  of  th>»  ibbdV  ooaduct.  Yw  viflCa 
« 6«tt  tb«  bcgumni^  ts  the  end.  that  in  iIda  wir  hi « 
,W(ilii!  to  i-mke  oa>  boM  poalt  >l  th»t  wfaxb  En  &ll«h 
HMd  Kt— tJwt  be  did  it  by  tbe  nxxt  otvub  nd  kW 
■am.  Bonao  ■■<««  ffaoddcn  at  tbe  bfteftf  ^ 
vUc^  Ute  war  va«  pnMecuied  i^aincl  the  ladb  C(H)M| 
ar  tbat  all  st  buried  ia  otCrtMlaR 
I  tbb  tnaa'a  cuodoct.  Yet,  tf  ik  n 
■p^Kst  wbea  tboy  are  enufdjr  nlent  ■■  tq  kb  cratia' 
mi  fiK>be£a>oe  tbnvc^boat  tbe  r»r,  ftU  tbc  Aa  ■ 
lif  1  afipeanneca  of  tldi  nsit  whicb  wen  bdif  M 
J»cd>'»  a»  quoted  at  leiu;tli.  wonl  tor  word,  aai  f^ 
■pOB  •>  if  tMj  were  naite  of  euioeiv  atlatfawn^'t'j 
verr  time  tbe  mme   ductmMsts  duv  what  n  b" 


c  11^  Uj  U«dj,  ^  CModoet  of  Ifr.  Ha»tia]^  irloA  ft  )> 

'^aStmt.  the c^^ect of  saaaadverBan i*  tbe  oooduct mnaBd  bfl 
*^^-    artwdeot  to  gteng  do   to  Beaaiw,  btt  nooanet  et Bfl" 


_^^_   artwdeot  to  tjotag  Dp   to  Beaaiw,  btt  — ^ 

^**g*  aad  U«  ooBdnet  mbeeqnettthr.  Tbe  nnvdactof  Ur-b 
iage,  eateefdeat  to  h!«  going  up  to  Beaane,  iaped>  ^ 
denaiMb  that  were  made  upon  tbts  nun;  tbmeFdM 
ratiuaUauo  of  tnop^  ODaiinut«d  lato  a  tutu  et  lumef,  I 
femtfc,  ■  reqaiiitioa  of  caralrv.  Tbe  aext  tnoneiiM  1 
iilaiMlaiitine  neyiriatMio,  m  it  u  called,  with  tlie  VTuir;  t 
tbe  Im^  t  ibhJc  anieoedciit,  is  a  letter— ead  I  vffi  W 
pradnce  tbu  a»  a  speouaeti  of  tbc  mamicriii  wl^h  Mt  Bi 
ttga'  oooduot  u  cuoatmcd  towanU  tbu  ntaii — whof  Jt 
LonbUju  -wiQ  God  that  rvcrr  act  towards  tfau  &fW 
tama,  eTrrrtfaiiig  that  .\fr  Hiwtioge  doec^  ha«  n/oatra^ 
[Mit  njioo  it  iir  all  ttitf  tualire  aad  of  alt  the  wickala"* 
eaa  lie  iareoted  I  will  cUtc  tbe  manna-  iawtucb  thtltf 
that  be  wrote  to  hiin  ia  deaoribed  : — 

■teM^M      -TliaitiMHMl  WuTvn  UaMtaf^  ta  tarlhtr  ptMecoOoa  <^^' 

^^^m.  n^td  dtatn."— a-liicb  ia  a  ilca^  to  WnM.  utiiawt.  tai  nM 

Bap.— "miKl  fa  pnbr  to  dnw  tiic  mii  R^ah  ui  hm*  Kt  alK*  j 


••rif"'*^ 

^--.i_j.  —  _  ,—/  I7c!l.  peraupMrilj  and  JawriBa^  *^Si 
cauM  to  be  wnitHi  a  leticf  in  the  aaid  H^ah,  cttaiyinf  ^a  ^  ''Ij 
ftrmem  at  the  mantUj-  kku  or  parncnts,  altbowii  tk  vd  B|R* 
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Antf  WM  ptid  with  equal  re^^ularityy  at  the  very  time  when  he  did  S9  Feb.  itm. 
*  mIq  ui^justly  charge  him  with  delay  in  paying  the  same." 

yWy  your  Lordships  see  in  what  manner  these  charges 
imwn  against  Mr.  Hastings.     A  letter  is  written  to 
rt  Sing,  charging  him  with  delay  in  the  payment  of  his 
lily  kists ;  and  this  is  represented  to  be  in  prosecution  imputation 
iricked  and  malicious  design  to  ruin  him,  and  imputing  miu  b^ 
r.  Hastings  the  foulest  purpose  that  ever  entered  into 
Mrt  of  man  to  conceive — ^'  in  order  to  draw  the  said 
fo  some  act  which  might  afford  a  pretence  for  violence 
ids  him.''   Good  God !  my  Lords,  can  it  possibly  be  con- 
d  that  such  a  charge  should  be  made  against  a  person 
poblie  station— that  he  was  using  means  to  draw  on 
SMD  to  some  act  that  might  afford  a  pretence  of  violence 
ids  him? 
evilly  by  and  by,  examine  this  para£craph.  and  I  will  imputation 

.-     7       ■'  xu       r     X  i!'   L     -x       1      J  founded  on 

It  to  rags — the  facts  upon  which  it  stands — every  error. 
af  it.  I  will  examine  it  to  the  quick,  and  show  that  all 
vhich  is  made  matter  of  imputation  against  Mr.  Hast- 
M  mistake — I  will  say  no  more — is  mistake  on  the  ])art 
M  who  have  alleged  this  very  circumstance ;  and  that 
"^ter  on  which  such  foul  imputations  are  alleged  will  be 
to  have  been  in  consequence  of  the  representations 

to  Mr.  Hastings,  wliich  it  was  his  duty  to  attend  to ; 
Bat  all  the  ideas  of  its  not  being  true  are  founded  on 
vtake  of  those  who  have  drawn  this  very  paragraph. 
"  liOrdsy  the  first  measure  in  the  charge  against  Mr.  ikmaiui  on 
rigs  is  the  demand  made  \x\)on  the  9th  of  July,  1778.  t«Infinti\n 
aeasure  is,  requiring  of  Chcy t  Sing  to  contribute  his  jionlTon^*" 

towards  the  burden  of  the  war,  by  consenting  to  raise  i»**y«- 
tsintain  three  battalions  of  sepoys  at  his  own  expense. 

18    the    ])roposition.     Your  Lordships   will   find   the 

T  in  which  it  is  made  up  into  an  article  of  charge. 
Xiordships  will  find  that  the  measure  itself  bears  a  very 
proportion  indeed  to  the  criminal  imputations  that  are 
[>on  it  The  measure  is  not  disputed.  The  manner  in 
^  he  is  represented  to  be  guilty  is  this : — 

ittt  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  while  Governor-General,  in  direct  Sjjjjfi**"' 
'  of  his  duty  and  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  and  in  i>o8itive  con-  cbargv. 
Aon  to  the  treaties,  stipulations  and  engagements,  wnich  existed 
Bii  the  East  India  ('ompany  and  the  Rcgah,  \vith  a  view  to  harrass, 
Bi»  and  finally  to  ruin  the  said  Rajah,  in  consequence  of  preconceived 
^  igainst  him,  did,  cm  some  day  in  the  month  of  July,  in  the 
77^,  under  the  pretence  of  a  war  in  Euro|)e,  of  which  he,  the  said 
ftn  Hastings,  had  not  any  authentic  accounts,  and  at  a  time  when 


Dtftik 


t  tkt  Firat  Cta/ye— 'ilmffutJ 


»m.ins.flw  ttowufT  oX  tbr  But  Imfik  Cot&paoj  <nc  muHMlfUl.aldi 
—■  on  cptken)  leifT  at  cvnlnbulaiia  •»•  nnilc  apum  •aj  Olii*  f^" 
ntnaliuka  •inuUr  to  thK  »r  tlu  nlil  Oheit  Mag.  m[bn  flat  A(i 
(^bm  Sing  alMmia  fonub  ifciw  tainJnaa  of  Npofial  Uf  m  dp 
lor  Um  ^vt^  of  tke  uid  EaW  Imtu  Com]»tiT :  ami  (U  oMIli 
IW  wi4  Cbrtt  Sins  tbc  •am  ot  Ave  UcL*  of  rnptta,  aate  (HRK 
isinndinc  bdiI  pajrlag   fur  Uk  Mid  IwIMliiHti." 

\\  o  ore  a  laa|f  tiuic  before  ire  catue  tt>  tlie  ■■■ 
Tttrre  *rc  a  gi^st  numticr  of  wirnl^  Iwfon  it,  ■ii>l  it  di 
catwUl*  nil  the  charge.  Tlie  cliarge.  roar  l^oriiUpi  m, 
in  the  triple  waj  tluil  I  tmvu  elated  iX.  Hera  u  Uw  ■ 
rate;  how  iln  you  tutiLe  it  out  ro  be  crimml?  "IHri 
thra«wiiy<: — Fimi,  n*  to  tfao  motive — pncuieecndaiB 
Secumdly,  as  lo  the  uuUirc  and  (lualUx  of  the  «ct— «« 
limuih  of  trency.  .\ml,  thirdly,  lu  to  the  oliject  aiif  M^ 
—  to  ruin  the  lUAQ."  7'iidce  thi*  aloog  with  vbu,  Did  il  ii 
priMcriptioii  fiir  a  charxo  of  a  hii^li  cfiiue  nwl  iiri-Arf^ 
fur  an  V  iinu  oet  a  jmblio  nuuidoa:  for,  ualtrumtifa 
idcA  ot  biainotitc,  put  yuur  mtutruetioa  ii{«ia  Uieaeka 
>u|teftiild  tu  ihnt  no  uhjeot  i'or  it,  luid  then  wy  nna  tK 
any  uf  your  I.un]'hi)ks  uuLy  al  any  time  giro  ia  Pflfitfi 
luay  he  tiuule  u  high  crime  and  nuMlcnHiaiKnir.  !)■ 
fufe,  I  only  hcj*  that  it  may  bo  »c«n  in  what  the  chmJ 
oonaati;  and  thiit  it  may  m>t  be  EU{>pa9Gd  to  be  vWll 
boDaamblu  aod  Itarnuj  AliLiu)(r(rr,  who  iuiuuwd  im  up*  A 
bend,  Mid,— that  the  cvJdvncu  exactly  natncidea  vitk  |i 
eluirge.  So  it  d>jcj,  if  it  tueatu  thai  Xir.  IlMtingif*^ 
tbe  tuiMfturc.  Ilore  the  nature  iinil  the  •gualitv  (it*  it  ilk 
out,  and  I  [irovu  the  charge  because  I  |irote'the  omM 
But  the  matenol  pojtitii  arc  that  whicli  'i«  nutter  of  i^ 
Wm  it  «ucii  u  you  reprcwnt  it  ?  Wan  it  iii«li«r  of  iinyxi' 
Did  it  oriM  fn)i&  and)  a  motive,  and  waa  it  dircclcd  (*■ 
ao  object  ?  That  is  ilte  imint ;  and  that  \%  to  iw  enM 
in  B  diRcrinit  nnuincr  with  rc«jicct  to  one  gnmod  upoiaK 
thoT  uttcick  thi«  ttuusnction,  namely,  the  Mtam  oad  qvfi 
of  iL 

1  have  troubled  your  Lorddliipa  at  full  lensth,  <nd  i* 
not  repeat  a  wonl  with  resjiect  tu  thi^  or  any  other  iiai> 
If  a  proiier  occasion  aro»c  for  mnkinfr  ?ucit  dcnund*)  1^ 
ulcG  the  liberty  tira<^umtng  Hint  I  have  i-^taliiislMid  tiei^ 
to  moke  tbeoe  dctnands ;  niul  I  cnacuivf  tlic  {>roMcator  ■ 
0(»t  iueceed  in  making  yoml  thi^  charpc,  units*  Iw«*' 
tliin  and  id  all  olhcr  inatanous,  eatiblieh  two  ttui^ti— !'■ 
tlint  the  HeiM  tiuit  sra  clunked  are  in  themselrux  unjoil  Mil 
proper,-  io  the  next  pUoc,  the  bwl  inlentioiL    BooM^i^" 
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ill  admit  that  all  the  measures  towards  this  man  were  just,  sotebjtw. 

18  no  matter  what  the  intention  was;  for  the  law  does  intention 
ot  respect  intention  with  rej^ard  to  political  acts,  any  more  jly\hna2\^ 
inn  aa  it  breaks  out  into  actuiil  effect.     If  all  the  measures 
rere  right,  no  matter  what  was  the  intention.     It  is,  there- 
>re,  necessary,  as  one  trround  to  establish  your  charge,  to 
•rove  the  act  not  to  be  right.    Then,  if  you  admit  to  me  that 
he  motive  was  a  good  one,  though  the  acts  were  wrong, 
•et  if  the  motive  was  pure,  if  they  proceeded  from  a  real 
.  lenrc  to  discharge  his  duty,  then  in  a  criminal  charge  it 
loes  not  signify  whether  the  Jicts  are  right  or  not :  the  inten- 
km  is  the  thing  to  be  looked  at.     Did   the  man,  quo  animo, 
MSt  honestly  and  homijidcy  from  a  sense  of  duty  ?     If  he  did, 
Jiough  he  was  mistaken   in  the  meiisure,  and  though  your 
Lordships,  in  your  su|)erior  wisdom,  reviewing  the  measure, 
night  wish  the  matter  had  been  otherwise,  yet,  if  the  heart 
itftndfl  right  and  he  had  no  bad  intention  in  anything  that 
iras   done,   no   matter   what   were  the    acts.      I   state   this 
anly  for  precision,  because  the   prosecutor  is  bound  to  prove 
both.    I  hope  I  shall  show  he  has  neither  proved  that  the  acts 
improper,  nor  laid  any  ground  from  wliich  an  inference 
be  drawn  to  show  any  improper  motive. 
As   to  that  part  of  this  transaction  which  respects  the  Question  of 
brcsach  of  treaty  and  all  the  rest,  I  have  submitted  my  feeble  tnaty. 
iri^unients  to  show  that  there  was  no  breach  of  treaty  com- 
nitted  by  Mr.  IIa.<tiiigs  in  demanding  assistance  from  this 
niui:  and,  that  being  the  only  ground  upon  which  the  breach 
i£  treaty  is  imputed  in   this  Article,  1  take  the  liberty  of 
laying  that  that  part  inn.^t  be  wholly  laid  out  of  the  case ; 
that  your  Lordships  cannot  vote  that  he  has  been  guilty  of 
ft   breach  of  treaty,  without  negativing  all   the  antecedent 
inquiries  which  I  have  submitted  to  your  Lordships'  obser- 
Tation,  and  savinj'  there  is  some  treat v  bv  which  we  arc 
wohibited  from  making  these  demands.     But  there  is  none. 
But  I  do  not  say  that,  having  established  the  right,  there- 
fore I  have  justified  the  exercise  of  that  right. 

The  next  point,  then,  is  with  respict  to  the  motive.     The  Tin- motive. 
motive  is  preconceived  malice  to  Cheyt  Sing.    1  have,  in  the 
first  place,  ob&ervcd  that  it  can,  on  the  part  of  the  prose- 
cutor, be  no  more-  than  su>]ncion.     lie  cannot  with  certainty 
know  the  heart  of  another:  it  nni^t  Ix;  that  the /y//o  tiNtnw  the 
act  was  done  is,  on  hi.s  part,  matter  of  suspicion.      I  do  not 
know  the  means   by  which  one  p(^r>on  can  with  certainty  MatHviif 
know-  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  he  may  not  by  evidence pJJJDrJ'" 
VOL  11..  3  C 
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OTp  if  he  had  conceived  malice  or  a  bad  design  against  29  fbb.  1792. 
J  body,  [should  attempt  to  act  upon  it]  for  his  own  sake, 
r  Us  own  interest,  without  consulting  his  heart  or  giving 
D  credit  for  a  grain  of  integrity,  would  prove  him  guilty 
tiie  most  extreme  folly  that  ever  existed  in  any  man,  as 
ill  M  the  greatest  wickedness.  What  must  have  been  his 
Jice  if  he  could  lay  aside  all  regard  to  himself,  to  his 
mtry,  to  the  government  that  he  was  conducting,  and  at 
ift  moment  descend  to  the  littleness  of  ruining  a  zamindar 
•  the  purpose  of  gratifying  his  own  private  vengeance, 
ten  all  the  affairs  of  the  state  were  wielded  by  him — all 
>  affiurs  of  the  empire,  public  and  private,  domestic  and 
Ogn,  and  his  great  mind  embracing  them  all ! — that  at 
It  moment  he  should  be  plotting  against  himself,  against 
I  government  he  was  conducting,  and  should  at  that  time 

endeavouring  to  raise  up  against  the  government  an 
emal  foe  that  was  to  blast  all  his  schemes,  to  ruin  all  his 
MS ! — that  he  was  to  bury  his  government  in  disgrace,  and, 
iself  returning  to  this  country,  having  nothing  but  his 
lOur  and  his  character  to  protect  him  here,  that  he  was 
Bome  back  a  man  blasted  with  infamy  and  folly  !  Do  not 
Ufl  imbibe  these  wild  ideas,  till  we  have  them  established 
strong  and  cle«ar  evidence.  Yet  how  can  a  man  possessing 
honest  heart  answer  it  but  in  this  mode — by  representing 

gross  improbability  and  absurdity  of  the  imputation  ? 
Hiere  is,  indeed,  another  mode  in  which  an  honest  man  Justifica- 
,  meet  a  slanderous  imputation  of  this  sort.  He  can  say  charai-tcr. 
^  Kead  my  character.  What  has  been  my  general  cha- 
tcr?"  My  Lords,  I  do  not  forget  an  observation  that 
I  made  upon  this  subject,  much  more  neatly  in  the  expres- 
I  than  justly  in  the  application,  as  it  seems  to  me,  and 
ich  is  to  deprive  Mr.  Hastings  of  every  means  of  defence 
t  an  honest  man  can  have.  I  do  not  forget  the  observa- 
I  that  was  made,  that,  in  every  Old  Bailey  calendar,  we 
r  of  Character  I — Guilty  I — Death!*  It  is  a  very  neat 
ervation,  but  how  does  it  apply  in  the  present  case? 
lat !  my  Lords,  are  we,  in  this  sort  of  way,  by  neat 
■aaes  and  by  elcxi^uencc,  to  deprive  a  man  of  his  best 
iport,  when  malice  and  intentitm  is  the  charge  and  sus- 
ion?  How  is  an  honest  man  to  defend  himself,  if  every 
ana  that  he  can  have  recourse  to  cannot  avail  him  ?    If  he 


Sec  the  Sjni'di  of  Mr.  I!urko  in  opftiiii;;  tlir  Sixtli  Cluirgc,  priiitiMl  in  tlic 
lent  volume,  p.  <>. 

3C   2 


OElr^ 


7T« 

K.  pmducct  tfa«  IctUnuniinU  of  nil  ihtil  IVn^cl  aoAa  kW  {< 
iiient,  who  «y — "  Wb  never  lnnlc4Ml  niKia  thi(  niaft  b 
.  enirl  mnn— to  bo  ihflt  ctuitCTn  tymnt  ihat  ^cepBt 
t  Uiat  fool,  blnnV,  hrari.  (^ngrcncd  to  tbe  MI 
tipvcr  fuunil  it  to  our  counlry ;  we  never  belitjtei)  'a." 
Iw  iiroJiMiM  all  this — "  UIiI  ihesc  p«opU  know  oolfa 
tbf  luoltcr  I  in  my  own  liltrary  know  ail  thi*  uMtta 
know  noltting  uf  it  I  know  the  injiirii>«  t-uu  •«« 
thouch  T(i«  fcwjw  notliing  of  them.  I  1«tc  icm  the 
you  Imve  had.  but  vou  arc  eo  dull  «nd  shiinil  llu 
nrvtr  found  it  ouu  All  ynu  thni  lived  under  kit  g 
racnt,  to  whtiin  l»c  wm  denr — you  nrv  nM  in  a  mitfa 
am  right,  in  toy  own  doset :  you  «ro  all  wrong,  nod  1 
found  out  what  wut  the  charnclor  of  this  uian  *  pmti 
Yon  know  nothinf^  obuot  it  Vou  are  all  a  wl  of 
inripii],  ()nvfll«>*.  nii'l  do  not  know  the  ti-uth  tif  it*' 

Thvn,  if  h<!  in  lo  call  KuropRtui  wilne^uf*,  tlioy  oi 
of  the  nnt«  tomt'  race  ;  then  Ihey  are  lo  be  nl)  lii^ 
in  a.  wiml:— "They  art  n  banditti,  and  lie  tke  a 
goieral  of  tltem."  So  that  all  thiMe  peraoiu  who  haw  i 
thia  gentleman,  all  the  native*,  nil  the  KuropcMii, all 
MW  anything  of  him— why,— "  ibey  are  lUI  a  hi  iif  ■ 
jittaea  'm  tlte  same  wickedncw ;  and  'you  nn>  nut  bi  aw 
any  ooa  of  then,  b«Gnui>e  they  ari>  only  oonunf;  Ut  ^ 
their  nptain-gene-nil ;  and  ihofc  arc  all,'  from  one  aJu 
other,  the  gang!"  Then  nhat  in  a  mnn  to  <Ie  «>< 
condnelcd  a  goremiuent  to  the  hc«t  of  his  noaVf 
appcnhi  for  the  truth  uf  that  to  all  under  hLi  gvrvin* 
nalivei,  Euntpcnn*,  inilitnry  men,  civil  men,  mha  b" 
tliaukeil  him  Jiir  his  lrin{t  and  (iiithful  aerricw.— *' 
vitu  nro  all  wnin}r:  I  have  diaeortrcd  the  whole,  Wjl 
know  nothing  nbunt  thU  nian."  < 

Ate  wc  lo  f^ve  ercdit  to  thiii  1  Must  nol  irertl**^ 
pnw  that  the  individnal  \»  niiatidcen,  or  that  tkf  i^Ii^ 
aunpicion  U  wrong  f  When  it  mttitatea  witli  lli>l.  B  ^ 
not  exiHt.  It  it  possihle  that  any  pcrwn,  wilht«i'(l 
on  hit  has  been  nprcacnted  to  have,  cnuld,  fur  ihotMl^ 
nonduot  that  guvenraient,  am]  that,  aHcr  nil,  then  i 
■ — M  Mr.  Shore  ho*  stated— not  one  oniupuini  «j 
When  the  charges  have  been  handed  abotit  nil  Ii 
eloijuence  has  not  mode  one  cnavert.  They  art 
Blcly  of  llio  flame  mind  alwut  him  ;  and  "to  ikitU 
ilr.  Shore,  in  1789,  "  when  I  lufl  the  roimtry.  (ImK^ 
Out  complaint  agauut  him  I"     When  all  ihi-'tcfi' 
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rable  to  him,  when  all  the  persona  under  his  govern- »Fbb^i7m. 
— Europeans  and  natives— love  and  adore  him,  then  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  to  tell  us  that  he  possesses 
sart  black  and  gangrened  to  the  core ;"  that  he  is  an 
m  tyrant,  an  eastern  despot ;  that  he  never  dines 
»ut  creating  a  famine,  and  that  he  is  feeding  his  ravenous 
with  all  the  blood  and  we.ilth  of  that  country*  Are 
extravagant  ideas  to  be  entertained  with  respect  to 
lastings  ? — or  arc  we  to  give  credit  to  the  omnis,  undique, 
ntiens  multitiido?  They  are  all  for  him,  to  a  man. 
'  are  all  gratitude. 

kkI  God!  my  Lords,  in  a  time  of  adversity  friends  are  oenenU con- 
ic fall  off.  Would  gratitude  bring  forward  people  to  fn  tSSSony 
about  him  with  such  ardent  affection,  to  come  pressing  {JjShJSSlJ; 
ird  to  vindiciite  his  honour  and  his  character^  and  to  ity. 
sent  him  to  be  not  the  man  you  supposed  him  to  be^ 
tunately  for  him?  Would  gratitude  induce  men  to 
re  themselves  for  a  tyrant  ?  Would  gratitude  induce 
t  Gil[)in  to  say  of  him — "  there  is  not  in  any  country 
>re  amiable  private  character  than  Mr.  Hastings?" 
Id  gratitude  induce  Major  Gilpin  to  speak  of  him  in 
ffay  he  does,  who  sjiys,  without  ever  having  received 
favour  of  him,  or  seeing  him  till  he  saw  him  at 
Helena,  that  the  distinguishing  characteristic  of  his 
mment  was  humanity  ?  How  are  we  to  account  for 
'  Would  accomplices  present  themselves,  the  voluntary 
38868  to  their  own  and  his  guilt? — Would  they  come  for- 
,  in  the  face  of  the  power  of  one  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
levelled  against  an  individual,  and  attest  repeated  per- 
B  with  respect  to  this  gentleman  ?  I  hope,  therefore, 
your  Lordships  will  rather  believe  the  more  probable 
the  more  natural  sn[)position,  namely,  that  all  this  may 
I  unfavourable  impression  taken  up  with  respect  to  this 
leman,  rather  than  impute  perjury  to  so  many  persons 
had  the  best  means  of  knowledge  of  his  public  and 
itc  chanicter. 

admit   that   character  as  opposed  to  a  direct   fact  is  Propnr  oc«- 
ing ;  and  I  never  will  have  recourse  to  character  where  dSSn? 
5  is  any  other  means  by  which  I  can  examine  the  charge.  ^JJJSter?' 
when  it  rests  on  suspicion,  when  it  rests   upon  impu- 
n  which  cannot  be  met  by  direct  evidence,  I  am  for 
eing  to  it  one  of  those  defences  that  an  honest  man  is 
ished  with,  which  is  the  best  reward  of  a  good  life^  of 

toe  Mr.  Barkers  Speech  in  opeoiog  the  Sixth  Charge,  printed  in  the 
Bt  Tolome,  p.  84. 
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not  true,  that  it  would  by  any  means  foUow^  or  thats9FsB.i79e. 
ody  would  have  the  wickedness  to  impute  to  him,  that 
id  not  honestly  discharged  his  duty  and  acted  without 
sriminal  or  improper  motive,  though  he  might  seem  too 
•as  in  pressing  them.  He  acted  from  a  good  motive, 
j|h  the  charges  arc  mistaken.  I,  therefore,  only  say 
you  should,  m  common  charity,  deal  with  Mr.  Hastings 
lo  would  be  done  by.  I  do  not  say — "  Judge  not  that 
9  not  judged ; "  but  I  say —  "  Act  as  you  would  be  acted 
Hid  let  his  conduct  be  judged  as  your  own  would  be,  or 
\j  man's  must  be."  I  present  all  the  modes  of  defence, 
mtiTe  this  foul  and  wicked  imputation. 
1  do  in  every  manner  negative  it,  I  trtist  your  Lord- 
will  then  think  that,  though  I  have  recourse  to  cha- 
r  in  this  instance,  it  is  not  to  avoid  a  minute  and 
»te  discussion  where  that  can  be  had  ;  and,  if  I  was 
to  have  recourse  to  character,  there  might  be  left  out 
of  those  means  by  which  an  honest  man  can  defend 
elf. 

lere  is  another  sort  of  answer  to  a  charge  of  this  kind,  Grounds  of 
Uch  an  honourable  man  might  defend  himself ;  and  that  tuTn^r^"^ 
examining  the  grounds  upon  which  the  imputation  is  ™^^^- 

Now,  with  respect  to  that,  we  have  heard  in  the 
le  of  the  year  1789,  I  think,  a  variety  of  discussions 
respect  to  circumstantial  evidence.  In  that  year,  the 
ds  of  the  proceedings  of  your  Lordships  will  be  found, 
trnlly,  to  consist  of  very  little  more  than  the  proclamation 
the  decision  of  incompetent  evidence.  The  Managers 
limw ;  they  protest  against  the  determination,  and  pre- 
the  same  evidence  again,  and  desire  your  Lordships  will 
it  into  your  more  deliberate  consideration,  for  they  do 
ipprovc  of  your  dctennination.  In  the  course  of  that 
,  in  the  speeches  which  were  made  before  and  always 
the  determination,  I  remember  there  was  a  constant 
ence  to  Capt  DoncUan's  trial,  as  if  his  trial  had  proved 
bing  new  on  the  point  of  evidence.  Circumstantial 
snee  is  equal  and,  in  some  cases,  superior  to  direct 
5nce.  Why,  evcrybcnly  knows  that  without  quoting 
sUan's  trial  for  ever.  We  have  had  it  quoted  about  a 
1  times,  to  establish  a  proposition  which  is  a  self-evident 
I.  But  does  not  every  bmly  know  that  there  are  three 
of  presumptions  ;  the  violens,  the  probabiliSf  and 
ler  sort,  which  is  the  levis  et  temeraria — that  light  and 
presumption  which,  says  Lord  Chief  Baron  Gilbert,  has 
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nour,  when  be  had  oc<^asion  to  speak  of  it,  obviated  the  29  fbb.  1792. 
iputation  by  raying, — "  I  owe  it,  in  candour,  to  the  gentle-  rnndJIurof 
an  whose    name  1  have  reluctantly  introduced  into  this  ^j^  hi"aJ.' 
count,  to  obviate  j;n  infeienee  that  inav  be   made  from  it  a'nttinj?  hia 

'  -  ,,   «ip|HMU'nt8 


lat  he  liad  any  part  m  these  politic.<«.     1  do  from  my  heart    «»iimpro 

-says  he — '^delibenitely  acquit  him;  however  I   may,  in    ' 

le  inonient   of  instant  disappointment,    have    suiiercd   my 

lind  to  cateh  such  a  suspicion  :  but  if  I  have,  it  has  been 

Hthfully  concealed  within  my  own  breast/'     That  was  the 

lanner  in  which    Mr.  Hastings  acted  towards   his   absent 

-  pponent.     He   did    not,  behind    his    back,   by   anonymous 

W>lications,  ende;ivour  to  traduce  his  character  or  to  wound 

lis  reputation;  but,  when  there  was  the  least  possible  chance 

if  a  hint  being  given  to  the  prejudice  of  the  absent  j)er?on, 

le    caught   it    up   instantly.     He  takes  blame  to    himself. 

rhat  shows  what  the  honourable  feelings  of  this  gentleman 

ire.     If  he  has  for  a  moment  suffered    his    mind,  in   the 

moment  of  recent  disajtpointment,  to  CiUeh  such  a  suspicion, 

he  hnii,  at  the  first  opp(»rtunity,  disavowed  it,  and   has  taken 

Uftme   to  himself  for  having  entertained   it ;    and    he  has 

deliberately  and  from  his  heart  MC([uittcd  the  person  who 

Blight  lie  under  suspicion  of  it.     That  was  the  way  in  which 

Mr.  Hastings  acted  upon  this  occasion. 


proper 


prov 
cliiratifm  of  the  very  gentleman  whose?  opposition   was  sug- 

Ested  as  the  cause  of  these  misfortunes.  I  will  prove  it  by 
\  declaration  of  his  own  opinion  of  the  great  importance  of 
iinanimity.  jMrtieularly  as  applied  to  Clunt  Sing — that,  if 
the  projKisition  was  carried  unanimously,  the  jirobability 
iras  that  he  would  not  oi)pose  it.  Then  it  is  clear  his  idea 
Iffis  that,  if  it  was  not  unanimous,  if  there  w:is  a  division, 
it  would  encourage  the  Kaja  to  make  opposition ;  and,  in 
point  of  fact,  it  did  so. 

I  will  show,  throughout  all  the  history  of  this  man,  tlmt 
Biicli  were  the  effects  of  the  divisions  in  the  government.  I 
do  not  presume  to  nay  a  word  upon  the  effect  of  opposition 
in  a  popular  government.  It  has  its  good  and  it  has  its 
eviK  I  have  no  offensive  meaning  in  the  expre.'«sion.  1 
mean  that  public  debate  upon  ])ublic  measures,  when  the 
operations  of  government  are  op|>osed,  has  its  gixxl  and 
baa  its  evil.      Nobody  would  wish,  in  a  free  governmcnti 
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JOfor  Lordships  will  find  that,  in  truth,  it  was  entirely  ^  fsb^itm. 
,«ring — as  Mr.  Graham  alludes — to  Mr.  Hastings'  partial 
"^llgards  for  this  man,  that  he  did  not  listen  to  the  constant 
qpresentations  that  were  made  to  him  of  his  misconduct  in 
miious  ways^-of  his  infidelity  to  the  government — and  that, 
n  all  the  conduct  of  this  person — such  as  I  shall,  by  and  by, 
lM>ir  it  to  have  been — he  did  not  have  recourse,  as  perhaps 
M  ought  to  have  had,  to  stronger  means  to  bring  him  back 
O  a  sense  of  his  duty,  and  to  prevent  all  the  mischievous 
ppnaequences  that  at  last  happened. 

I  will  show  that,  in  the  year  1780,  a  person  who  was  nearCompWnu 
ISr.  Hastings  applied  to  him  and  made  complaints,  as  he  had  nsoofCheyt 
JUme  over  and  over  again,  of  the  bad  police  in  the  country  TOnSctl*'" 
iC  Cheyt  Sing,  and  of  his  misconduct.     When  he  came  to 
liflpresent  complaints  about  him  he  could  scarcely  get  a  hear- 
Big*    Mr.  Hastings  turned  a  deaf  car  when  Cheyt  Sing  was  xot  en- 
llie  subject  of  complaint.    And  your  Lordships  will  find,  what  MrTCt-''^ 

&  still  more  satisfactory,  that,  in  the  year  1781,  when  Mr.  *"s^ 
ftrkham    was   sent   up  as    the    Kesident,    the   very   last  JJJjjSJStJJJ" 
rwordfl    8|)oken  by  Mr.    Hastings    to  Mr.  Markham    were,  jjjjjmm  of 
■dvunng  him  like  a  father  in  his  conduct  to  Cheyt  Sing ;  forbeumnoo 
gMlyising  him  not  to  let  any  circumstance  induce  him  at  any  chejt  sing. 
time  to  betray  any  impatience  towanls  him ;  to  try  what 
forbearance  and  moderation  could  do ;  to  beg  of  him  to  come 
back  to  a  sense  of  his  duty ;  to  exhort  him  to  furnish  the 
Company  with  the  cavalry  that  the  service  re^iuired ;  to  tell 
hun — "I  am  afraid  Mr.  Graham  has  been  harsh  with  vou;" 
to  try  what  other  means  will  do ;  to  entreat,  exhort,  beg  of 
him.     This  was  in  the  verv  Isist  year,  the  vear  1781.     Then. 
when  he  expressed  himself  in  that  confidential  manner  to 
Mr.  Markham,  at  the  time  he  was  going  up.  CAn  it  i)ossibIy 
he  believed  that  this  suspicion  —  for  it  is  no  more — is  well 
founded?     It  is  obviate<l  in  every  possibly  way;  and  it  is 
rendered  extremely  improbable  from  ever)-  circumstance  that 
attends  it.     I  ho\ye  I  have  satisfied  your  Lordships,  in  this 
way  of  considering  it,  that  there  is  no  just  ground  for  the 
imputation. 

1  will  now  procA^ed  to  examine  the  grounds  uiK)n  which 
this  imputation,  so  heavy  and  so  severe,  is  laid  upon   Mr. 
Haatinga.     Your  Lordships   will  see,  when   it  comes  to  be  ii>*mom 
stated,  that  there  are  three  grounds  of  suspicion  upon  which  hilpSingto 
you  arc  to  rest.     The  measure  itself  must  have  been  de-  inji  iJjtSn- 
signed  to  ruin  him.     Whv  ?     Because, — first,   it  was  upon  chj^ww? 
pretence  of  war,  of  whicn  you  had  no  authentic  accounts. 
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appened,  they  received  this  intelligence  from  29  Feb.  1792. 
p  who  was  the  Company's  agent,  stationed  at  inteiiifrence 
I  for  the  very  purpose  of  transmitting  intelli-  {fJJJjS^Sr. 

^wp Baldwin. 

fity  of  agent  to  the  Honourable  the  East  India  Company, 
inmbent  on  me  to  communicate  to  their  Presidencies  m 
Bgmce  which  may  affect  their  interest  or  safety,  but  I 
ty  in  the  present  crisis  of  public  affairs  of  its  bein^  my 
ffiiahinan.  I  have,  therefore,  the  honour  to  lay  before 
ibfe  Board  a  sequel  of  the  advices  arrived    smce  the 

fain'lliirleton,  on  the  7th  of  April,  from  Suez.j  On  the 
received  an  express  from  mv  a^ent  at  Alexandria,  dated 
ily  1/78,  containing  the  followm|,(  advice,  viz.  [*  Last  nii(ht 
hor,  in  this  port,  a  Venetian  ship  under  the  command  of 
Dchia,  beinfj^  only  nine  days  upon  his  passage  from  Coron  in 
ngs  adWce  that,  before  his  departure  from  C'oron,  a  French 
I  there  with  public  despatcnes  ft)r  the  rrcnch  Consul, 
fleclaration  of  war  with  England,  and  that  an  JEnglish 
Ulen  in  with  and  taken  28  sail  of  French  ships  laden  with 
Ibr  America.  The  French  merchants  have  received  the 
oe  at  the  same  time,  and  I  thought  it  too  consonant  to 
r  public  affairs  not  to  take  j)ro])er  notice  of  it.  (*aptain 
t  oay  going  to  Suez,  in  order  to  depart,  and  1  thought 
ent  nim  with  the  following  letter.] 

ave  just  received  intelligence  from  Alexandria,  dated  the 
3  the  following  purport  \Jiere  was  inserted  the  copy  of  the 
td  paragraph^,  >ow,  sir,  as  this  intelligence  seems  more 
,  and  a  confirmation  or  contradiction  mav  arrive  in  the 
ek,  you  may  think  it  your  duty  to  retard  your  prepared 
irder  to  convey  information  of  such  importance  to  the 
lira  into  India.  It  is  mine  to  offer  it  to  your  consideration. 
advices  from  Kuroj)c  t;ave  us  the  best  founded  expccrtatiim 
'ent,  and  the  unusual  delay  of  some  expected  merchant 
rseilles  give  us  room  to  conjecture  that  an  embargo  may 
upon  all  shipping  for  the  purposes  of  war.  In  order  to 
rlaircissement  possible  (jf  the  intelligence  })rought  liy  the 
lin,  and  to  gain  time,  if  his  report  should  be  true,  I  shall 
sjiatch  a  messcfnger  to  Alexandria,  with  directions  to  my 
I  entreat  the  Venetian  captain  to  make  a  regular  ileposition 
le  brings,  to  atiirm  it  in  pr(\sence  of  witnesses,  and  to  send 
diately.  The  messenger  will  Ik*  back  in  seven  days. 
7th  April,  177H.'" 

I  answered  me  that  he  would  ])ostpone  his  depaHure  fmni 
}  return  of  the  express  fn>m  Alexandria,  and  I  dispatt'bed 
the  same  moment.  In  five  days  more,  a  nu)re  important 
ved  to  the  French.  On  the  iM  of  May,  in  the  morning, 
rersation  at  a  French  house,  when?  most  of  the  Fn'uch 
emble,  letters  were  brought  in  express  fn)m  Alexandria, 
fd  several! v  as  they  were  addresseil.  M.  Noel  Olive,  a 
nan,  was  tfie  first  that  had  j)eruse<l  the  advices,  and,  uj»on 
:ipatiently  by  the  Count  de  liautefort,  next  t<»  whom  I  sat, 
news,  M.  Noel  Olive  made  answer,  greatly  agitated  in  his 
e  tartan  was  arrive<l  fr(»m  Marseilles  Jiringing  advices  that 
eclared  at  Paris,  on  the  .'^Hh  of  March,  against  England. 
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enee  was  confirmed  by  the  oath  of  Mr.  Bald-  29FkB.i792. 
if  in  the  truth  of  war  being  dechired ;  and  it 
by  the  conduct  of  the  French  merchants,  &c. 
oe  18  sent  to  Bombay.  They  despatch  the 
Bel,  the  Morning  Star,  conveying  intelligence 
of  war  being  declared  between  France  and 
That  is  Mr.  Hastings'  *'  pretence  of  war,  of 
eceived  no  authentic  accounts"!  Upon  this 
r.  Hastings,  the  Council  met  on  the  7th  of 
ys  before  the  9th  of  July — when  the  mea- 
n  arose ;  and  upon  this  ^^  pretence  of  war,  of 
1  no  authentic  accounts  '* — upon  this  pretence 
tbie  Council  resolved  unanimously,  u|)on  the 
I  the  manner  I  am  going  to  state :  — 

li  the  intelligence  contained  in  the  above  letter  from  ReNolutlon  ' 
Di  to  be  doubted,  and  as  it  must  be  soon  followed  with  of  ^***l£jIS"* 
innation  of  the  fact,  the  Board  jud^  it  necessary  to  ^f  t'hVlliiuS- 
M  immediately  upon  it.     They  are  of  opinion  that  the  liRcnn;. 
p  for  guarding  against  any  hostile  designs,  &c." 

at  tiring  your  Lordships  with  the  account  of  Moajurcof 

I  will  only  state  what  is  the  measure  they  Frenci*^  ^ 

this  pretence  of  war,  which  was  a  mere  sham  ti!e*cwlii3i. 

gs.     The  whole  Board,  upon  the  7th  of  July, 

limously    to   recommend   to   the   Council   nt 

imence  an  act  of  open  hostility  against  France, 

jr  laying  siege  to  Pondichcrry.     They,  besides 

lat  a  letter  [should  be  suppressed]  which  w:is 

nt  to  Colonel  Leslie,  and  which  was  ready  for 

cting  his  march  across  the  countrj- :  they  iiii- 

3r  him  to  stop  where  he  was  ;  to  march  into  a 

country ;  to  be  ready  to  return  the  very  first 

liat  was  expected  soon  to  happen.       So  that 

3f  war,  which  was  not  sufficiently  authentic  to 

isure  of  preparation,    merely,  in  requiring  a 

'as  a  dependant  of  the  empire  to  raise  trcK)ps 

t  defence — this  pretence  is  thought  sufficient 

of  open,  public,  hostility  against  France ! 

»  little  dreamed,  when  he  was  actinjr  for  his  Jiwiincmtion 

such  an  occasion,  and  with  such  mtinligenccinfpi'coTi- 

at  he  should  have  malice  imputed  against  him.  ^1^/^  the 

I,  he  had,  but  it  was  against  the  enemies  of  his 

\  had  a  deep-rooted  malice  against  them,  when 

reason  to  believe  the  fact  to  be  that  war  was 

1  he  did  not  stand  upon  the  miserable  pretence 
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.y  ndjide^  like  a  good  Grovcrnor,  and  like  the  guardian  of  tlie  29  Feb.  1702. 

ritbh  empire,  protecting  it  against  foreign  and  domestic 
'lemies* 

Liet  anybody  look  at  his  plan,  and  see  whether  it  is  not  a  comproium- 
'sneral  plan,  comprehending  all  the  empire.     That  which  fJ.r^^Jf^JJjJ^ 

aoupied  his  mind  principally  was  that  which  my  learned  ^'^'i- 
'iend  treated  with  so  much  ability,  and  which  1  shall  o^*  (HertH^cs  to 
apeaty  respecting  the  Kaja  of  Berar,  the  Mahratta  chief.    It  the  i^jaof 
TU  a  favourite  object  with  Mr.  Hastings  to  bring  him  round     ™*^" 
Xld  to  induce  him  to  co-operate  with  uj>.     That  formed  the 
pneatest  part  of  the  minute  ;  and  your  Lordships  will  there 
«e  how  he  discusses  the  state  of  foreign  politics,  and  the 
ibvioua  necessity  of  adopting  the  measure  with  a  view  to 
Iw  public  defence.     But  he  thought  he  should  go  but  a 
ifttle  way  if  he  looked  only  to  external  alliances  and  did  not 
mard  for  internal  defence.     He  proposes,  with  respect  to  proponai 
lie  country,  that  we  should  raise  six  or  nine  batUiUons  of  Jjj^.^**.* 
epoys ;  that,  of  them,  thn.^e  should  be  maintained  by  Clieyt  ])oys! 
Sing.    He  proposes  that  the  pilots  should  examine  the  river, 
O  see  the  manner  in  which  an  enemy  may  approach,  and  ^,^ 

•_.  X  1  •      i.    -i.        riV  .     Othwppr>- 

vbat  means  were  proper  to  guard  agamst  it.  Ihere  are  six  ikmUIuim. 
IT  seven  propositions  of  the  same  sort,  to  guai-d  against  the 
^proach  of  an  enemy  and  to  put  the  whole  country  in  a 
Ute  of  defence;  and,  upon  that  dny  and  the  sub:^e([uent  day, 
Jiere  was  not  a  single  spot  subject  to  the  empire  of  the 
British  nation  that  wa.s  nut  covered  by  his  protecting  care. 
Prom  east  to  west,  and  from  north  to  south,  by  every  means 
that  an  active,  vigilant  and  zealous.  Governor  could  use, 
lie  protects  it  in  every  ])art.  He  establishes  at  Buxar  anil 
Dfaittagong,  and  every  «»tlicr  place,  every  p(»ssible  means  of 
lefence ;  and,  if  he  had  not  provided  for  Benares,  it  would  have 
>een  the  only  spot  he  had  neglected,  but  which  is  the  most 
raluable  and  important  part  of  the  whole,  and  which  was 
Mst  able  to  support  us.  Look  at  the  manner  in  which  the 
iroposition  is  brought  forward,  and  see  whetlier  the  manner 
>f  bringing  it  indicates  anything  like  concealment — burying 
,t  amidst  a  number  of  other  thin<rs  in  order  to  avoid  its 
Ming  seen.  He  brings  i'orward  the  proposition  to  speak  for 
.toelf,  as  a  part  of  that  mode  of  defonoe  of  the  empire  which 
tie  thought  necessary. 

At  this  very  [Council]  on  the  9th  of  .luly,  Mr.  Hastings,  J^Uij'f,^ 
ipeaking  of  the   intelligence,   exprosses  himself  witli  some  MrHasuiip 
legrcc  of  doubt  upon  the  subject.     He  lays  it  before  the  ilticUiTin- 
Boordy  in  order  that  it  might  come  forward  with  every  dis-  {h"KIJSi^ 

VOL.  II.  3  u 
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ff-  mere  act  of  defensive  preparation  !     And  not  only  so,  29  Feb.  1792. 

z>  they  say  that  this  proves  that  Mr.  Hastings  must  have 

.   mance  against  Cheyt  Sing,  and  that  he  had  a  design  to 

::!  him.     This  is  the  first  ground  upon  which  this  iiuputa- 

^  I  is  founded. 

,,/upon  this  intelligence  Mr.  Hastings  had  not  acted,  what  i'i'»»»iHty  of 

'.  old  nave  been  said  of  him  ?    "  Why  did  not  you  call  upon  L^  to*" " 

■ayt  Sing?'*    '*  Why,  because  I  had  no  authentic  accounts."  Lad'not'*''' 

▼  ny,  what  a  mean,  a  paltry,  frivolous,  quibble" — would  it  5li^  sSig. 

FB  been  said — '*  is  that  I     O  I  Sir  you  must  have  been  lost 

■11  feeling  for  your  country.    Not  sufficiently  authentic  ? 

V  it  is  a  mean,  a  paltry  lie.     You  did  think  it  sufficiently 

Aentic  to  act  against  the  public  enemy ;  and  do  you  mean 

BeU  me  that  you  did  not  think  it  sufficiently  authentic  to 

I  for  the  assistance  of  one  of  your  own  dependants?" 

bat  would  vou  have  thouti:ht  of  Mr.  Hustings  then  ?    And 

;-  these  arc  the  grounds  upon  which  Mr.  Hastings  has 

tn  loaded  with  these  imputations,  so  improbable  in  them- 

raSy  80  reprobated  by  all  that  know   liim,  negatived  in 

iry  possible  manner ;  and,  when  we  come  to  examine  the 

lunds  of  it,  this  is  a  bubble  that  bursts  into  air ;  this  is 

i    foundation  upon  which  these  heavy  imputations  have 

sn   thrown  upon  tliis  faithful   servant  of  the  public  who 

I  served  them  nobly  ;  and  his  very  acts  of  zeal,  his  best 

nrtions  for  the  public  safety  are  selected,  not  merely  as 

itter  of  charge  against  Iiim,  but  as  the  foulest  charge — as 

dwing  him  to  be  destitute  of  all  feeling,  "  black  and  gan- 

tned  to  the  very  heart  I  " 

My  Lords,  the  next  circumstance  of  presumption  upon  AHwrtion 

lien  this  measure  is  attacked  is,  that  the  treasury  was  tnwinrv 

(Usually  full.     Your  Lordships  will  pardon  me  if  I  take  ^"^^  ^'^• 

B  liberty  of  saying  that  this  is  an  unusual  accusation.     It 

the  very  first  time  that  I  have  ever  heard  it  imputed  to 

B  minister  of  a  great  country,  at  the  opening  of  a  war 

»ly  to  be  of  a  very  great  extent,  that,  as  a  measure  of 

Bparation,  he  had  a  great  deal  of  money  in  the  treasury. 

ne  had  none,  it  might  be  some  reason  for  not  making  a 
Sflsure  of  preparation.  But  it  is  a  measure  of  resource : — 
foa  have  recourse  to  a  measure  of  resource  when  your 
Mwary  is  unusally  full." 

In  the  first  ])lace,  sui)])Ose  it  was  as  full  as  it  could  be —  N'-ci^ksUv 
»t  it  was  overflowing;  wliat  would   have  been   the  eonse- ftindii, 
jence?    We  know  perfectly  well  that,  in  that  country,  yim 
I0t  in  a  great  measure  carry  on  a  war  by  the  money  that 
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tBMo,  NippnAU)^  tbo.r  imd  a.  i 
luv  to  mcreaw  oar  e^pcoee 
iK>t  be  to  coairifaute  loit? 
•um  by  iM,  ought  out  ho  (o  | 
espeow  ?  Wo  are  ffoing  tu  w 
•Well!  what:  wlUaotyom 
R»t  of  the  eiupire  to  bear 
"  Ya  J  became  if  you  touch 
dl  the  rwt  of  the  empuv  us  t 
touch  Bic.     I  ani  much  attaol 
will  Qol  (Hiy  n  I'nrlhii^  lowan 
it  will  be  ituiUce  in  you  to  nn 
1               flTfiStt        *•*»«»•  '»»»0**»*M|' 
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Bt  propose  a  measure  of  resource     That  motion  wasa9FBB.i7M. 
by  Mr,  Francis  upon  the  23d  of  July,  1778.     The       — 
;t  18  taken  up  in  evidence  in  August,  1778 — 

m  than  seventeen  days  having  now  elapsed  since  the  first  advices 
odved  on  which  we  have  deemed  a  war  with  France  inevitable  " — 

ill  a  pretence  of  Mr.  Hastings,  and  it  happened   that 
*nncis  concurred  with  him  in  that  pretence  !  — 

rhich  has  determined  us  to  act  ofiPensively  against  that  nation, 

it  time  that  the  Board  should  immediately  form  a  resolve  upon 
icnl  plan  of  measures  which  the  defence  of  Bengal  may  require  us 
it  in  the  present  conjuncture.  The  measures  I  allude  to  being  of 
■1  naturcj  and  the  resolutions  leading  to  them  l)eing  preliminary 
odsmental,  fall  solely,  as  1  conceive,  within  the  juajpnent  of  the 

the  means  and  mode  of  execution  may  be  determined  by  mili- 
d  official  adnce.  I  propose,  therefore,  that  it  may  be  resolved, 
ig  the  opinion  of  this  Board  that  for  the  defence  of  Fort  William, 
Me  of  an  invasion,  and  of  Budge  Budge,  and  to  form  an  army  of 
ttion  sufficient  to  keep  the  field,  it  is  indispensably  nccessarv  that 
battalions  of  sepoys  on  the  present  establishment,  amounting  to 
rank  and  file,  should  be  forthwith  assembled  at  or  near  the  Presi- 

Resolved,  that  of  the  above  force  eight  battalions  shall  be  sta- 
in Fort  William,  which,  together  with  two  regiments  of  Europeans, 
Ktia,  and  all  the  artillerj',  except  one  company,  with  a  propor- 
ettablishment  of  Lascars  and  artificers,  shall  constitute  the  stand- 
rrison  thereof.  Resolved,  that  three  battalions  and  a  half  of 
and  one  company  of  artillery  shall  constitute  the  standing  garrison 
^  Budge.  Resolved,  that  the  remaining  eight  battahons  and  a 
sepoys  shall  be  employed  in  the  field  as  an  army  of  ob3er\'ation, 
he  defence  of  such  outposts  and  stations  as  the  sendee  may 
,  Resolved,  that  immediate  orders  he,  given  to  the  officer  now 
ading  in  the  field  for  the  march  of  one  of  the  regiments  of 

now  stationed  there  forthwith  to  the  Presidency,  completing  the 
f  necessar}',  by  draughts  of  men  and  horses  from  the  other  regi- 
if  cavalry :  and  that  the  above  regiment  shall  act  in  coT\junction 
le  army  of  obser\'ation.  Resolved,  that  the  above-mentioned 
battalions  of  se])r)y.s  shall  consist  of  all  the  native  troops  now  in 
npany's  ser\'ice,  and  that  their  ])laces  shall  be  supplied  by  new 
t»  the  defence  of  the  Nabol)  of  ()ude*s  country,  and  of  such  other 
nd  stations  as  may  require  it.  Resolved,  that  the  regiment  of 
ana  now  at  Burranyrow  be  ordered  to  the  Presidencv,  and  quar- 
I  Fort  William.  Resolved,  that  Colonel  Ironside  be  immediately 
.  into  the  Fort  to  take  upon  him  the  command  thereof,  with 
^ns  to  attend  to  the  constant  exercise  and  discipline  of  the  garri- 
rticularly  to  train  and  exercise  all  the  £uro]ieans,  without  distinc- 

the  working  of  guns.  Resolved,  in  order  to  expedite  the  new 
ind  to  compleat  the  twenty  battalions  destined  for  the  service  of 
udency,  the  militia  sepoys  at  the  different  stations  shall  be  re\'ised, 
•h  of  the  men  as  are  ht  for  ser>'ice  draughted  and  incorporated  in 
tblished  battalions,  and  that  their  places  shall  be  supplied  by  new 

Resolved,  that  the  colonels  or  commanding  officers  of  the  several 
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money  and  a  chance  of  money  we  ought  not  to  borrow,  »  Feb.  1701 
cause  " — says  Mr.  Hastings — "  if  we  borrow  we  must 
interest,  and  that  will  add  to  the  distresses  of  the  Com- 
\  Do  not  let  us  borrow  till  we  want ;  for,  if  we  do,  we 
,  subject  the  Company  to  the  expenses  of  two  lacs  and  a 
a  year ;  besides,  it  will  lock  up  so  much  money  in  the 
io  treasury  and  take  it  out  of  circulation,  which  will  be 
iier  disadvantage.  1  think  it  might  be  a  bad  measure 
Do  the  wealthy  inhabitants  propose  to  lend  us  money  ? 
cause,  if  they  do  not,  my  opinion  is,  it  would  have  been 
wkward  appearance  for  us  to  be  begging  it.  It  might 
te  an  alarm  in  the  settlement  to  be  calling  for  it  upon 
ireaent  occasion,  and  make  an  impression  unfavourable 
IT  credit"  This  is  Mr.  Hastings'  conduct.  "  Put  the 
le  country  in  a  state  of  preparation,  but  do  not  let  us 
those  measures  that  are  not  immediately  necessary  and 
h  will  be  attended  with  present  bad  eifect.  Do  not 
d  an  alarm  in  the  settlement.  Do  not  beat  for  volunteers 
and  you  money   when  you  do  not  want  it      I  think 

you  that  we  ought  to  guard  the  country,  but,  if  we 

the  money  in  our  treasury  that  I  think  it  is  probable 
hall  have,  probably  we  shall  have  enough.  My  scnti- 
ta  are  for  not  borrowing  money,  but  taking  measures  for 
■ration."  Now  what  inconsistency  is  there  in  this ;  or 
it  afford  the  least  inference  that  Mr.  Hastings  did  not 
the  necessity,  because  he  did  not  choose  to  borrow?  A 
might  perfectly  well  decide  against  a  loan,  and  yet  think 
oeesary  to  have  recourse  to  a  measure  of  preparation, 
would  only  just  observe  further  upon  this  head,  before  I  ErtimiOed 

ity  that,  with  respect  to  the  estimate  that  they  have  *  ^^^^' 
a  in  evidence,  to  show  Mr.  Hastings  to  have  been  of  that 
ion  that  woidd  make  it  improper  for  him  to  increase 
resources  of  the  country — in  that  very  estimate,  when 
imes  to  be  looked  at,  it  appears,  from  the  prospect 
Hastings  had  of  it,  that  in  that  very  year  the  expenses 
Id  exceed  the  income ;  consequently  he  had  a  prospect 
jnning  out  He,  therefore,  saw,  at  the  time  when  he 
9  his  estimate,  that,  though  there  was  a  prospect  of  con- 
■able  wealth,  yet  there  was  a  prospect — even  if  they 
no  addition  of  any  other  enemies — there  was  a  prospect 
it  would  gradually  diminish,  that  it  would  become  less 
less. 
pWj  what  an  imprudent  Governor  must  he  have  been  and  ^j^^ 
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Dtfnux  am  tim  Wint  t 


Krw.fla-I>»*  vmaimg   ui   hi*  dotr.  if  he  hid  «t  anioe  mAim 

'  tvxiue   k«  bad   s  toD   ctcntar!   If  he  hidiri 

I  ost  tia  vwry  proper,  fiar.  nK>ii>t«v  «htt  vo^M 

M««  Mad  ol   him.  When,  in  tla*t  mry  rear.  I  tfai9t,ty« 

af  MBawr   ws«  aetuxUf  escivnled.  and  whm  I  iai  tl»* 

lu^  bad  b«ca  the  dcnnd  upon  Bri^.  thu.»  the  shM 

Jun«,    1 7SO,  a  mart,  iotportwrt  manure  fnrlhc  pqfcficiMI 

«M  ofifMaed    u(«»n   the  greaiid    ifant  wv  cdom  dm  SM 

it — thst  we  had  tbca  M  onrnll  n  void  to  ihf  uwMiy  M 

wi<  v«Te  ivdnoed  to  snJi   alter  |i>rtt^y  ani  £aim-^ 

we  were  uiuh}*  (n  euTj  an  the  wv  in  th^  {ifnutt  nUtfft 

What  wooM  havv  bma  mUl  to  Mr.  Barting*  ihesF  '^ 

did  jott  Boc.  in  the  jtme  1778.  althongfa  von  had  >  ^^ 

«f  oMOeT  in  the  tramarr,  look  out  to  the  powUElrWdl 

/or  DMiaer,   sTca   Uao«^h  tbtfT  wvn  not  fomeai^   ^ 

nniehl  be  denmada  (w-  Un  otbrrwitllanciiln.     Yan  low  *■ 

far  ihe  eugvocj  of  a  wsr  thsr  moat  all  call  vqm  BflV 

TVrcMib)  only  mahttaia  tbonelvw  on  a  pean  wtabUwi 

[Yon  k&o«r1  that  th*   It«ii^  treanory  nwrt  nor^JTiHfl 

cn^cDcica  tit  the  ettipjrr.      It   mmt   riair  buiioav  u  kt^ 

Ml  M  lon{[  sa  you  (niild,  br  calliofi'  ujiufi  all  the  depetiM 

af  the  eanire  to  contiihute'  toward  it,  to  prereirt  thai  ^ 

whish  is  ine  oolr  one  tou  ba<l  fur  ex'tgUMia.  &<■  M 

exhaaal«<L" 

aawi^  Them  it  obIt  oDfi  other  CTtmnd,  aa  t«  thi*  meamBi^ 

S^T^    which  Ihe  inpntatioo  of  ra^ce  Iblb ;  aod  that  it-'thlt  <■ 

3^       waa  aa  funeral  lev%-  aiMd«  ii[ioa  per«on«  io  annihr  siiailh 

ya«M0      ^  Ch^^  SiBft'     ^*e  liNTc    fccnerally  aii»wdn<],  thai  (to 

'^^'1*   waa  m  other  peraon  in  a  eimilar  inlijMtion.     It  lie  tf|«  ll 

gy«*     pruaoeaton  lo  prove  that  there  wer?  aay  oth«r»     Ut« 

at  iaaae  apoo  it,— <(  ^roAa/io  impfimtvr  ei  qui  itffirmaL    If 

enough  for  ine  (o  «av  ihpy  have  Dot  prodoctd  anv  nrnf  d 

then  ii  BBj  otltrr  p«rmn   in  a  ntnilor  »[ua(ioa  with  Clf 

raiiM        &Dg.    Bui.  my  Lunlft,  la  it  fnnvcly  nieaat  to  he  anp'nl "^ 

STJ^mnathaTebc^TD  malice  to  caJinpoDChoviSiftir.  dirara*!*' 

i^'  '       a*  be  waa,  when  we  knew  what   K^--      ■ !lya« 

cutiMderin^  the  country  be  hold  -  -iilikS 

wrre?     I  will  abile  it  to  your  Lto   '  !;«• 

and  thvn  1  would  saIc  any  nuin  lii  n  :    il«6 

tntu^t  not  have  been  n  tno^t  partifll  nnil  lomipi  (iot-nM 
)m!  had  cnnittcd  to  cull  itntin  C4)L<yt  •Situ;  fur  aid.  <rin:nTiM*>' 
Ti„|,         a>  lie  Wtte,  with  ihc  ability  that   he   lutd  to  fiiraifh  >l  lol 
g5j-»*    Company.     In  lh«  first  puce,  tho  coantiy  that  he  bcM  « 
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:*  of  230,000/.  a  year,  yielded,  as  we  now  know,  500,000/.  29Pot^7W. 

jear.     He  had,  therefore,  a  net  surplus  of  270,000/.  a 
~jr.     In  the  next  place,  he  had  great  personal  wealth.     He  Penonai 
-1  [mn  inheritance]  from  his  father,  who  was  covetous  in  hented  from 

>  extreme,  and  who  had  long  possessed  the  country  and  *^"'^****'* 
,M06d  great  wealtli :  the  report  of  the  countrj'  was  that 
'.dBed  worth  a  kror  of  rupees,  which  is  a  million  sterling. 
iM  would  have  been  accumulating,  from  the  year  1770, 
ft  added  to  by  acquisitions  of  his  own  down  to  1778,  a 
tied  of  eight  years ;  and,  stating  by  any  proper  estimate 
i;  aetual  worth  of  Cheyt  Sing  at  that  time,  by  the  savings 
%  (rf  his  annual  revenues  added  to  the  probable  wealth 
jtfved  from  his  father,  I  believe  it  is  within  compass  to 
riObn  him  in  possession  of  wealth  to  the  amount  of  two 
Bona  sterling.  That  he  had  immense  wealth  is  known  to  TreMure 
aartunty,  by  the  treasure  he  left  behind  him  when  he  left  Bi^iey 
a'ocmntry  after  his  rebellion,  and  which  was  actually  found  ^^' 
Bidjey  Gur;  and  there  had  been  considerable  sums  thrown 
the  walls  of  Bidjey  Gur,  and  carried  off.  The  Raja 
If  had  gone  off  with  all  the  money  which  he  could 
BWy»  with  a  large  vessel  of  jewels  carried  upon  an  elephant 
Mra  him,  filled  to  the  brim  ;  and,  although  he  had  gone  off 
hik  all  that  portable  wealth,  there  was  found  in  Bidjey  ^JliSLT*" 
by  our  troops  very  considerable  wealth.  He  was,  there- 
(,  abundantly  wealthy  in  ])oint  of  personal  property.  He 
as  abundantly  wealthy  in  his  zamindary  :  it  yielded  a  very 
maiderable  surplus,  over  and  above  what  his  payments 
vernment  of  his  rent  were,  and  over  and  above  what 
id  be  wanted  for  his  own  establishment  and  expenses, 
ie  had,  besides,  the  whole  internal  government  and  the  col- 
Biion  of  the  revenues  committed  to  him.  We  could  not 
U  upon  him,  as  we  could  call  upon  other  zamindars,  for  an 
ereaaed  rent.  We  could  not  do  with  him,  as  with  other 
mindars,  holding  at  rack  rent ;  for  it  is  in  charge  with  us 
sty  with  respect  to  the  zamindars  of  Bengal  and  Hehar,  we 
1,^6  squeezed  too  much,  and  that  they  could  not  pay  for 
bat  they  were  then  holding,  as  the  others  were  all  holding 

mck  rents.  According  to  your  own  account,  this  man 
cme  atood  in  this  predicament,  holding  at  a  certain  rent,  and 
nng  of  that  ability  that,  if  you  had  a  right  to  call  upon  him, 
na  could  not  avoid  calling  upon  him. 

Besides,  in  all  the  other  parts  of  the  country  you  could 
at  establbhments :    you  could    provide  for    them.     His 
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— kbova  «  nilOon 
Are  tfa^too 
I  Benarea,  wk)  la 
I  do  oDDtribaCo 
mment  ?  Xhore 
■hown,  and  ihst  pioh 
liy  he  will  that  it  muF 
nut  ikuolher  tilrxwas  m 
to  render  tiie  wnrtaoe 
k-  TIkvc  ara  all  the  gr 
prepantion,  OMiiely,  i 
ociDlributi;  hid  artiilBni 
ihipa  are  caUed  amo 
ebnnl^,  ooomlcr  Mr.  . 
arima,  tnaUiBtl  of  boD|; 
front  ihe  cvideuocv  bjo 
can  lajr  yiHir  haoda  a 
htUvve  Mr.  HaiUnft*, 
uputi  Chcyt  Sing  to  i 
war.  by  cMfltnttitinj;  I 
M-|x>y«>,  wa»  not  aclnw 
DMitiri! — by  a  scDoe  a 
after  an  umuituml  OKil 
by  maUn!.  Voa  arc  U 
oan  oT  nbiob,  when  ei 
nud  makes  it  his  bouK 
have  abandoOMl  it ;  ma 
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jffles  and  evasions.     Your  real  motive  was  partiality  and  w^^ 
.rruption.      You  must  have  been  bribed  to  leave  this  man 
t.**     It  would  have  been  a  fairer  ground  for  inference  to  say 


17M 
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'••  that  was  your  object  for  leaving  him  out."     But  no  man 
^^"^  '""  common  charity,  upon  matter  of  suspicion,  pronounce 


those  grounds  alone,  upon  his  honour,  that  he  suspects 
^"•hB^  HftitiDgs  to  have  been  guilty  of  malice  and  design  to 
".-'lln.Cheyt  Sing,  in  pursuing  this  measure  upon  the  motives 
Hd  upon  the  grounds  that  were  then  before  him. 
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aqiatch ;  and  I  am  persuaded  your  Lordships  will  believe  i  mar.  1792. 
je  to  feel  the  great  importance  of  every  moment  of  time^ 
3fUi  to  your  Lordships  and  to  Mr.  Hastings. 

My  Lords,  the  subject  which  I  was  proceeding  to  discuss  ThemeMure 
#len  I  had  last  the  honour  to  appear  before  your  Lordships  SiJ'niSrt-*'^ 
BM»  the  measure  proposed  by  Mr.  Hastings  upon  the  9th  {5Jf*!^J^'^ 
C  July,  1778  :    and  I  have  endeavoured  to  examine  that  not  a  braush 
Mttsore  in  every  point   of  view,  and  to  see  how  far  the*^'**"®*^' 
Rwecutor  had  made  good  the  charge  he  had  undertaken  to 
WOfwe  upon  that  subject,  by  establishing  that  the  measure 
pH^  with  respect  to  the  nature  and  (quality  of  it,  a  breach  of 
ffmty  and  a  breach  of  duty ;  how  far  it  was,  in  respect  of 
[m  motive  of  it,  originating  in  preconceived  malice;   and, 
pith  respect  to  the  object  of  it,  how  far  it  could  fairly  be 
IBBaidered,  upon  the  grounds  that  are  stated  in  the  charge, 
ji:  have  been  directed  with  a  view  to  harrass,  oppress  and 
jhiny  Cheyt  Sing.     I  have  endeavoured,  in  the  best  manner 
Rt  my  power,  to  examine    the  grounds   upon  which   both 
%m  opinion  entertained  of  the  nature  of  the  measures  and 
Im  Buspicions  respecting  the  motive  and  designs  of  it,  were 
pell  founded.     I  hope  I  have  succeeded  in  showing  that  in 
Wther  respect  is  the  charge  uiade  good. 

.   I  proceed  now  to  trace  this  matter  in   the  subsequent  chufv  or 
of  the  business,  and  to  see  whether  there  appear  any  SSJU^J^' 
of  that  bad  and  malignant   motive  towards   Cheyt 
ling  in  what  passed  at  the  Board  upon  the  occasion,  and  in 
he    manner  in  which  this   demand   was  communicated  to 
Jbieyt  Sing,  and  obedience  to  it  enforced.     My   Lords,  Isourcjaof 
lelieve  that  all  the  mistake  with  respect  to  the  conduct  of  respcctiiKc 
fr»  Hastings  towards  Cheyt  Sing  will  be  found  to  originate  jUji'^JSUT 
&  one  or  other  of  these  three  sources.  fowinin 

First,  an  idea  of  Cheyt  Sing's  absolute  exemption — that  ^'h**y*  8i«v- 
iiere  could  be  no  just  demand  made  upon  him,  in  a  time  of  JJj^JJJUj*^* 
rar  or  public  extremity,  for  any  assistance  whatever.     Upon  Ji^™52?" 
lai  idea  it  is  that  all  demands  made  upon  him  are  repre- for  amut- 
sated  to  be  breaches  of  treaty  and  acts  of  extortion  and  *""** 
ijustice ;  and,  when  that  idea  is  strongly  impressed  upon  the 
iind — that  they   could  not  justly  be  made — it   naturally 
isds  one  to  suspect  the  motive  for  doing  it.     If  it  could  be 
Boe  established  that  there  was  no  right  to  make  the  demand, 
nd  that  Mr.  Hastings  knew  there  wits  no  right  to  make  it, 
ben  the  mind  naturally  looks  out  for  some  bad  motive  for 
inog  it,  because  it  is  supposed  that  there  could  be  no  good 
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ranew  i\m^  uk>utiu<:t  tU  • 
My  Lonli,  when  w 
'  tnwMCUiiu,  ihe  fint  tli] 
f«T  Utftt  hiaboy  M  t«  be 
lifC  ojUoi'MW  (>(  that  1 
ri^lit ;  nhat  am  the  ofU 
10  tlid  cbuuutr  of  the 
Dcr  iw  wp  sbiiald  odTii 
lii_iton-  of  EngliUMl  ta 
[irejuilioca  that  «rc  DDti: 
rc^j-iMtiog  the  oiipOMt 
jicrMiH    rovii!wiD)t   ' ' 
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auent  proceedings,  I  think  your  Lorddhips  will  have  no  i  Mar.  179? 
Iculty  in  discovering  all  the  mistakes  that  are  entertained 
'pon  the  ttubject  of  Mr.  Hastings'  conduct. 

-  The  firut  proposal  of  this  measure  is  on  the  9th  of  July, po«nni(Mit» 
ITTSy  and  is  to  be  found  in  the  printed  Evidence,  page  64.  reiatiiig  t(T 
^he  answer  of  Cheyt  Sing   is   in   the    printed   Evidence,  ^*^"  ^^"^"^^^ 

3pe  73»      An  agreement  made  with  his  wakil  upon  the 
jeot,  which  is  upon  the  17th  of  August,  1778,  is  in  the 
Evidence,  page  73.     A  letter  from  the  Resident  of 
1, 14th  of  September,  1778,  which  was  not  read,  is  in  the 
^^.  Evidence,  page    74 ;    and  the  consultation  of  the 

WAot  September,  1778,  is  likewise  in  the  same  page  of 
Ito  printed  Evidence.     I  believe  these  are  all  the  documents 
Abt  liave  been  given  in  evidence  upon  this  subject. 
;jrfMy  Lords,  Mr.  Hastings  proposed  the  measure  in  tlie  Pebato  on 
fauier  that  I  have  stated.     It  was  taken  into  consideration,  hl^'^p*^' 
Md  tliere  was  a  short  debate  u]:)on  the  subject     That  debate  {^JSlure!*** 
Utt  the  printed  Evidence,  page  67.     The  first  person  who 
^ven  his  sentiments  upon  the  subject  is  Mr.  Francis ;  and, 
^B^lCr*  Francis's   minute  is  very  short,  I   will,  with  your 
Mirdohipn*  ])ermission,  read  it : — 

|ijKOn  the  supposition    that    the    detuchincnt  now  ein])loye(l   under  Mr.Fnuicis*! 
jploiiel  Leslie  would  not  return  for  a  length  of  time  into  the  provinces,  ii*i"ut«.>. 

auiesce  in  the  nroposal  relative  to  lli^ah  Cheit  Sin|(  ;  but  1  think  he 
d  be  infonned  that  this  additional  charge  will  not  be  imposed  on 
BI  beyond  the  continuance  of  the  present  war."* 

I^^That  is  the  whole  of  Mr.  Francis's  minute.     It  is  a  clear  His  aoqui- 

Suiescence  in  the  propriety  of  the  demand,  but  ]>ro|)osing  the  demand, 
r   to  restrain  it  in  this  manner — to  inform  liim  that  it 
jQU  not  be  imposed  on  hhu  beyond  the  continuance  of  the 
npent  war. 
%S,r.  Hastings  immediately  .says, — 

^nChe  qualification  proposed  by  Mr.  Francis  is  consonant  to  my  inten-  Aprn'meni 
■a  in  the  question,  and  is  imj)lied  in  it.     1  should  have  no  objection  to  "*"  ^^-  ^wt- 
i  being  expressed  in  an  additi(mal  clause."  (">iiitinuetbo 

It  appears,  tlierefore,  so  lar,  all  arc  agreed  in  tlie  propriety  bIJi"ndtiio 
■^  the  aemand  to  be  made,  and  the  restriction  of  it  during  jjjj^^"***''^**" 
19  war.     Now  what  follows  ? — 

^TliAt  our  resolution  upon  the  subject  may  be  unanimous,  I  agree  to 
111  to  the  question  the  following  words — '  and  to  be  disbanded  at  the 
id  of  the  war;*  but,  perceiving  that  the  diiference  in  our  opinicm  upon 
Mt  subject  arises  not  from  a  disagreement  respecting  the  requisition 
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^ith  respect  to  this  debate  is,  that  the  only  doubt  entertained  i  mab.  1792. 
jf  anybody  was  upon  the  question  of  right.     With  respect  conirai mn- 
:z.'  the  intelligence  being  suflScient  to  justify  measures  for  uth«"r"'^  "* 

?«nition,  and  with  respect  to  Chcyt  Sing  being — if  we  r^-^ix^-t^- 
the  right — a  person  u])on  whom  it  was  proper  to  make  a 
-'Smuidy  upon  those  subjects  they  were  all  agreed.     Those 
^fea  who  diflfered  upon  the  question  of  right  concurred  ui>on 
M  question  of  expediency.     The   question   of  right  was 
afenred  to  their  sujKjriors.     With  respect  to  all  other  points 
'tej  were  all  agreed,  and  had  no  doubt  at  all;  yet  is  it 
^tsposed  that  it  was  Mr.  I  Listings'  malice  and  a  design  to 
^.m  Cheyt  Sing  that  induced  him  to  propose  this  measure ! 
r*iiMj   Lords,    I    would    only  make   one   observation  with 
riiqiect  to  the  resolution  which  I  am  going  to  read  to  your 
^lOidships.     It  has  been  said  that  on  this  subject  it  was  only  Abortion 
t^desire  to  obtain  his  consent;  and  so  could  not  be  con- cun^nn*^' 
jdered  properly  to  be  the  act  of  the  other  members  of  the  UUL  mliitid 
ioMd— of  Mr.  Whcler    and   Mr.    Francis   in    particular.  {;;,.*»{2,*j;ji'* 
Mr.  Barweirs  is  a  very  explicit  consent,  but  that  the  other  w»'«^'"t. 
IWO  persons  are  only  adopting  something  that  was  to  be 
Mitter  of  consent  on  the  ])art  of  the  Kaja.     Now  it  does  so 
toppen  that  the  word  "  consent,"  which  was  originally  in 
iCr.  Hastings'  proposition,  is  left  out  in  the  resolution.     It 
■  not  inserted  as  a  matter  of  consent ;  for,  though  Mr.  Ilas- 
ing^s'  proposition  was, — 

•^That  Rajah  (!hfit  Sinj?  be  required  in  form  to  contrilmto  his  share 
W  the  burden  of  the  present  war,  by  consenting  to  the  estabUshinent  of 
ref(ular  battalions  of  sejioys,  to  be  raised  and  maintained  at  his 


be  words  of  the  resolution  are, — 

"ReBOlved,  that  Rajah  ('heit  Sin^  1)o  re(|uired  in  form  to  oontribute  Actual tprmi 
hb  share  of  the  burden  of  the  present  war,  by  the  estabhshment  <>t'lj[^^]]JJ"''*^ 
i^nt  regular  battalions  of  sepoys,  to  be  raised  and  maintained  at  his 
ispense;  and  the  Govemor-Cienerul  is  to  write  to  him  to  that  etrect.** 

If  there  be  any  force  in  the  observation  upon  the  word 
*  oonaent,''  it  is  enough  for  me  to  show  that  the  word  *•'  con- 
MDt''  was  in  the  proposition,  but  was  not  in  the  resolution 
diat  Mr.  Francis  and  Mr.  Whcler  concurred  in. 

In  the  next  place,  it  seems  a  little  extraordinary  that  that  i>i»jpror»fof 
ibservation  should  be  made  ;  because,  if  it  was  only  desirinir  i.vthorurt 
lomething  that  he  was  to  consent  to,  I  do  not  know  what  or  the  right? 
WBB  the  neoessity  for  discussing  the  question  of  right :  and 
»0t  it  does  appear  that  that  had  been  the  only  subject  which 
vas  discuBsecly  and  which  was  the  question  distinctly  referred 
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tfookl  be  ten  pounds  ;  and  a  fifth  of  it,  it  would  be  twenty  ^  m.ul^itos. 
iiaunds.  Now,  could  it  be  supposed  probable  that  a  man 
gOauit  to  ruin  another  wKo  should,  if  he  had  a  right  to  do  it, 
.all  upon  him  to  pay  to  the  public  exigency  a  sum  that 
,iMinea  only  one  tenth  of  his  annual  income  ?  Was  it  likely 
fO  effect  such  a  consequence  ? 

"•  There  was  one  way  by  which  it  might  lead  to  bad  conee-  Encoumgc- 
Itiences  to  the  Raja,  If  he  had  intended  to  ruin  him,  he^nli^r 
riNmld  have  procured  the  Raja  to  resist  the  demand ;  because  **^^^.  "»<*"« 

L—         ._^.       K    ^  •i.t'^ij  1.        of  ruining 

pgr  reeistmg  it  he  might  draw  bad  consequences  upon  him-  iiitu. 

Mfy  by  paying  it  none ;  for  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  pay 

it  st  once.     Therefore,  a  person  who  had  that  object  in  \'iew 

pould  do  all  he  could  to  provoke  this  man  to  withhold  it, 

baeanse  by  so  doing  consequences  might  happen  that  would 

^0  itqurious  to  him.     Let  us  see  then  whether  we  discover,  Examina- 

m  the  manner  in  which  this  is  communicated,  and  in  the  3j}."Hjyrt- 

lUuiner  of  conducting   himself  towards   this   person,   that  i}»K»*  «>n- 

ICr.  Hastings  does  act  in  a  way  in  which  a  person  would  rcK)j<>ct'. 

iptorally  act  who  was   possessed  of  the  authority  of  the 

BcMund,  and  who  wished  to  obtain  obe<lience  to  that  authority ; 

Aether  his  acts  are  all  of  that  sort,  or  whether  they  are 

MCh    acts  as  might  be  supposed  to  be  intende<l  to  excite 

be  Kaja  to  oppose  the  requisition,  and  thereby  to  provoke 

•tr    resentment    against    him — which    is    supposed    to   be 

Ifr.  Hastings'  object. 

Mr.  Hastings  writes  a  letter  to  him  in  the  name  of  the  ium  letter  to 

loard,  which  he  was  ordered  to  do  by  the  resolution  of  the  nime "f^lhe 

ioard.     I  will,  with  your  Lordships'  permission,  read  the  ^*'*^- 

Mter.     It  is  dated  the  1  Ith  of  Julv,  1778  :— 

•■  War  havinfif  been  declared  between  the  courts  of  Great  Britain  and 
KflMloe — by  the  former  on  the  IStli  of  March,  and  by  the  latter  on  the 
IDth  of  March — I  am  to  recjiiest  of  you,  in  uiv  own  name  and  that  of 
lie  Board,  as  a  subject  of  the  ("ompanv,  1)oun(i  to  i)roniote  their  interest 
Ml  ererv  occasion,  to  contribute  your  slian*  of  the  burden  of  the  jiresent 
WUtf  which  wU  equally  affect  your  interest  and  ours.  It  has  been 
letemiined  by  the  Board  that  an  establishment  of  three  regular  bat- 
■IkmB  of  sepoys,  to  t)e  commanded  by  British  officers,  be  raised  and 
naintained  at  your  expense,  and  employed  on  such  sen'ice  as  the 
ituation  of  affairs  may  require.  I  have  no  dou1)t  but,  reganlinf?  this 
BAMure  eaually  conducive  to  your  own  and  the  Company's  interest,  you 
riD  with  the  greatest  n'adiness  comply ;  and  I  hope  you  will  intimate 
•onr  consent  without  delay.'*  * 

Arc  there  any  symptoms  in  that  letter  of  malice  and  of  a  'tscondiia. 
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ID  full  of  attachment,   although    thej  are   disgusting  and  ^  Makjitm. 

.Usome  on  that  account  ?     Why^  my  Lords,  I  have  a  very 

dknt  letter,  and  with  your  permission,  I  will  read  it : — 

•  I  have  been  honored  by  the  receipt  of  your  letter  communicating 
ka  intelligenoe  of  a  war  having  broke  out  between  the  courts  of  Great 
Ihitain  and  France,  and  desiring  me  to  take  on  myself  a  share  of  the 
||P*«^*»*  of  the  ex{>ense.  My  patron,  I  am  the  sen^ant  of  the  sircar.  I 
viD  write  you  more  fully  hereafter." — 

JJtuA  is,  ad  referendum  : 

^Qn  all  occasions  I  am  hopeful  of  your  Highnesses  favor  and  support." 

That  is  the  whole  letter !  "  I  have  received  your  letter.  I  Defen  his 
ibderstand  the  contents ;  and  will  write  you  more  fully  about  ^cm^^^ 
m  hereafter.''  Here  is  attachment!  Why,  I  have  heard, 
IjInBii  in  the  northern  climate  of  Europe,  upon  the  breaking 
int  of  a  war,  of  people  offering  lives  and  fortunes  at  once, 
|V6n  in  the  cold  language  of  Europe ;  but  here  is  a  letter 
Kom  this  warm,  faithful,  humble,  attached  man.  He  says, — 
^^  understand  the  obligation.  I  know  what  you  say  to  me. 
t  find  there  is  a  war.  I  am  the  servant  of  the  circar. "  "  Well 
hem,  what  will  you  do  ?  *'  "  Why,  I  will  write  you  more 
UI7  about  it  hereafter.''  There  is  attachment !  But,  how- 
Wetf  says  he, — "on  all  occasions  I  am  hopeful  of  your 
Sighness's  favour  and  support.  I  hope  for  a  great  deal  of 
Opport  from  you,  but,  as  to  giving  you  any,  I  will  write 
ibout  that  hereafter." 

This  is  the  warmth  of  attachment  with  which  we  begin  !  Proof  of 
[t  IB  rather  cold,  I  think,  considering  what  the  obligation  mm. 
WWB;  considering  that  this  was  the  first  demand  made  upon 
loin ;  considering  that  this  was  the  first  proof  that  his  fidelity 
iras  put  to — to  receive  the  call  upon  him  in  this  way.  One 
Woaia  naturally  have  supposed  he  would  have  said — "I  wanted 
nothing  but  to  know  that  there  was  such  an  occasion,  and  I  am 
nady  with  all  my  troops,  all  my  money,  everything  I  have, 
to  co-operate  with  you.  I  am  ready  with  my  life  and  fortune 
to  mipport  the  empire  which  protects  mc,  to  which  I  owe 
my  kfe  and  fortune.  My  father  owed  his  life  and  his  all  to 
jrou.     You  have  done  all  for  me;    I  will  co-operate  with 

Cu.*'  That  was  what  you  would  naturally  expect  from  a 
thful  and  well-attached  servant ;  but,  instead  of  that,  we 
lee  the  first  appeal  made  to  him  for  assistance  is  received 
irith  this  coldness ;  not  a  refusal,  not  a  denial  of  the  obliga- 
lioii,  certainly,  but  a  very  cold  reception. 

What  does  malice  do  upon  this  ?     One  would  naturally  ForbouMm 
nippoee  here  was  ao  opportunity  for  malice  to  exercise  itself^  ^'^'  ^'^ 


4Ktor  ICr. 
ife  iMter  to   I 

nme  uT  £Jfc<A  AG  : 
«i|t«(<i^t  Cherts 

twMnwwr  tfaore;  oJ, 
oimMxc  froM  ib  I 
had  «  ound  lo  Ixy  vi 

to  e«n^;.  in  In  bimm 
'Aen  i*  «B  TtfMui 


AJi  Nttok 
Hnn  cf  it,  extnand  j 


■■■■u  ftowilta' 


aw*  to  A*  fiw|)My.  awl  tta«  t 

r— ntiiiiii  f  ■|iiji,  fa  i1m 

^         Xon,  then  H  B.  BKa 
L^tsflw  of  it,  aad  to  tb 

*ii«^ng^«J  Kim  l|[  llllf  Im 


Speech  of  Mr.  Plumer.  807 

.    le  expense.     Upon  this  the  amount  is  calculated^  and  it  i  mah.  1793. 
*^*tmed  out  to  be  four  lacs  76,000  rupees  ;  exclusive  of  tents,  demand  to  a 
•^''ms,  and  contingent  charges.    That  was  the  computation  J^^  of  iivo 
E-tfide    by   the  military  officers;    and,  adding   those  other 
■^"rtJclcBy  made  the  amount  five  lacs. 

,:■  When  this  is  stated  to  the  wakil,  he  says — "  Five  lacs  is  ^jj"'*J2^."/ 
!5:5b  much.     I  cannot  give  five  lacs ;    I  will  give  three  lacs;"  End«vour 
;  Jld  there  does  he  stand  haggling  whether  it  should  not  be  {iheMoount. 
■;  Iffee  lacs.     That  is  all  he  will  come  up  to.     Says  Mr.  Hast- 
"  The  amount  is  settled  to  be  five,  how  can  I  take 
V     '*  Then  if  you  will  not  do  that,"  says  he,  "  I  will 
xifilj  agree  for  one  year,   and  I  have  no  authority  beyond 
;Attt"     Mr.  Hastings  having  put  down  in  writing  the  answer 
4f  the  wakil,  in  order  to  preclude  any  possible  doubt  what 
lis   fientiments  were  upon  the   subject,  having  notified   to 
Aim  the  whole  of  it,  and  shown  him  the  minute  he  meant  to 
Imj  before  the  Board,  in  order  that  the  wakil  might  imder- 
llll&d  it,  viz. : — 

r-. 

.-f*  The  vakeel  contended  much  for  fixing?  the  sum  of  the  subsidy  at 
I  lacks  of  rupees.  [The  Governor  told  him  it  could  not  be  less  than 
and  reoeivea  his  consent,  in  his  master's  name,  and  in  virtue  of  the 
»rity  which  he  derived  from  the  Rajali,  to  the  payment  of  that  sum 

|kir  one  jear],  his  authority  extending  no  fiu1;her." 

My  Lords,  this  being  the  state  of  things — the  Raja's  own 
letter  being  cold  and  evasive,  and  the  wakil,  when  it  was 
notified  that  it  was  to  be  during  the  war,  having  himself 
•ooeded  to  the  principle,  yet  wishing  to  narrow  and  restrain 
it  to  a  single  year,  if  that  sum  was  required  that  was  abso- 
lutely necessary — under  these  circumstances,  Mr.  Hastings 
proposes  this — 

**  The  Governor  General  is  of  opinion  that,  as  the  llajah's  consent  Motion  of 
has  been  expressed  with  such  a  limitation,  ulUided   to  in  his  written  jjjij,  f[jfh. 
amwer,  that  the  payment  of  the  subsidy  oii^ht  not  to  be  left  subject  niNting  on 
to  the  continjfencies   which  the  course  of  the  year  may  produce,  but  the  domand. 
JBunediately  demanded/* — '*  On  these    ^n)un(is,    he  moves  that  the 
■obsidy  to  be  paid  by  R^ah  Chcit  Sin^,  for  the  maintenance  of  three 
battalions  of  sei)oys  during  the  course  of  the  war,  be  fixed  at  the  an- 
imal sum  of  five  lacks  of  Muchlidar  rupees,  and  that  he  be  immediately 
lequired  to  pay  that  sum  into  the  hands  of  the  Uesident,  Mr.  Thomas 

laham." 

Your  Lordships  observe,  that  is  throwing  out  the  restrict- 
tion  of  its  being  for  a  single  year,  and  inserting  that  it  was 
to  be  daring  the  war,  and  to  be  a  demand  of  the  immediate 
payment  of  the  whole. 
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t  lliis.inB.      Upon  tUsi  Mr.  Fnuicu  gires  id  lliu  Aoct 

*y!i7,  ^         "I  •equwM)  (  Ibnogli,  ia  nrr  npunmi^  it  wnold  k 
Ur.  I'riMM  ind  be  1(a  i1almflii«  tu  the  fCi^.  if  Ui«  xotinitj  a 
|i|i>paTtinn*  t«  tbn  miinllilv  liiiJii  i)r  thit  triSole,*' 

ivi#— in*      LOM  dutnwnng  tu  tlic  Ksju  lo  bruak  it  into  iaHolnxBlat 

^^SSSm^  I'm*  (HMreMODg   to   ibtn   iiuu)    who   faul   k11   tlii*  wnltb! 

Wlwfe  thu  ide*  nf  (lutrvMiog  tho  liujn  wm  }[ot,  U  ii  Mf 

<Uf&ctiU  for  tnc  lo  mv.     I  cou  fimt  no  traue  (if  it  uy  «)«(*• 

Tho   wakil  dul  tiiit  auRCi^  h.     Chcyt  Stng  dnl  not  iq' 

oiwTi  ■ibt'i  wiinl  aboat  it.     \Vhv,  ii  wim  known  all  ovur  UiiNlutUii  '^ 

*'        ChoTl  Sing  WM  n  very  weolihy-  man.     Ju«t  Xadon,  ia  1^1 

year  1775,  the  uuDiatcr  at  Oodf:  auiil  that  the  caaattj  p^ 

duonl  fifty  laoa;  and  tho  idea  jtrevalunt  at  Calcutta  n( 

that  it  pnidaced  abuvu    ecvvuty.     ^Vhertt  waa  llii*  idarf 

dirtnm  got,  that  it  abould   be   ooceesary  to  break  it  iM 

iowtulniQUls  t 

Tho  firat  trn<u)  of  the  Baja'«  di«rcM  tbat  I  can  fiaJ  ^( 
vrhcro  In  the  rooordi  upon  the  mbject  it  itpoo  the  iTik  / 
Aii)^al.    177M.      Voar   Lonkhips    will    find   it  cxtmMilf 
l>MP.~iian  inatoriai  to  attend  lo  this  olrcunuitoiioc.     Cbeyt  Siag  M 
nuTi.^' watphing  what  paseod  at  tho  Council  Uoaid,  and  bid  b 
<3-}innf.  wakil   thciv  to  conimuuicatc  to  liiiii  all   that  na«Mal ;  ami  tf 
wotne  uieana  ur  otkcr  what  did  jias^  there  actually  traamRJ 
Indeed  it  mw  alwaj-tt  the  ca»c :  xrhatovcr  panes  at  tkw' 
will,  witltout  any  misovoduot  of  any  body,  get  ont  tai  b 
ktiowa       It  i»  the  busincM  of  the   wakila  there  (a  <n*i 
uiid  find  ont.  if  they  can — and  they  do  find  not  taafW 
uu<.L.i.     or  other — what  [loaMja  at  the  Board.     Your  Lonlfliiia** 
Mt.viunv-  ""^  •'^''t,  in  the  very  iioxl  letter  tltat  ooiuu  Jniiu  thf  ItgtW 
•uiFstion,   (ulfpa  iiji  this  very  idea  and  Uii»  very   |irot>'''itJoii.  ia  "^ 
tcmis  that  had  been  ilirown  out  by  Mr.  Fnu>cii>,  on  dir  l>t^ 
of  Auyiwl,  I7T8. 
iiinnuM.         My  luinlH,  I  woulU  ob«L<rv«  that  we  have  here  llifl  n*v 
S7miici..  '^"'^'-"  "f  ^'■'  f'mnc"  '*>  the  propriety  of  this  diaraod*"' 
yut  duid)tjn){  not  only   upon  the   ri^bt,  but  doubtirif  ^ 
upon  the  ability  of  the  Raja  to  comply  uith  it ;  to^o*^ 
qucntly,  I  fihoaWl  think  it  fair  tu  argue,  tliat.  if  vou  *•  *   , 
infer  malice  iu  Mr.  Hn^tinga,  who  hu3  \w  doubt  i'ji»3 1^ 
point,  it  \»  a  vxat'h  fairer  iiifuretict'  of  tnnlicr  In  ' 
doubling  of  both  the  right  to  dtiuioud  iind  it 
form.      1  impulu  ujaiic'   to  neither.     1  luii 
not  lualtco  in  mllicr,  but  that  they  both  i 
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i2.\'Jni7  and  a  conviction  of  the  propriety  of  making  the  i  vxn,  itm. 

asna ;  the  one  not  doubting  upon  either  point,  and  the 
v3er,  notwithstanding  those  doubts,  thinking  it  his  duty  to 
--ruieflce  in  both  these  propositions. 

'^Bfj  Lords,  we  have  here,  then,  two  unanimous  resolutions 
^  the  Board,  under  the  circumstances  that  I  have  stated, 
,  .ffinally  to  the  requisition ;  and  now  to  the  commutation 
'  .it  into  a  sum  of  money.  It  has  also  the  additional  sane-  chejtBin^ 
Mf  Bttch  as  it  is,  if  it  required  any,  to  the  extent  of  a  d^SLid. 
.ude  year:  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Eaja  to  comply 
■B  it,  if  the  wakil  was  to  be  considered  ns  speaking  the 
je  of  his  master.  He  had  expressed  in  the  strongest 
his  readiness  to  pay  obedience  to  the  commands  of  the 
and  to  afford  every  proof  of  attachment  to  the  Com- 
iny.  There  are  his  professions ;  let  us  now  come  to  proof — 
liether  these  professions  were  complied  with  and  actually 
irried  into  execution  or  not. 

'.The  next  account  we  have  of  it  is  in  a  complaint  from  the  compUint 
tesident  of  the  conduct  of  Cheyt  Sing,  in  a  letter  dated  the  d?nt*^hu*" 
Itli  of  September,  1778,  that  is  communicated  to  the  Board.  JhJ'JJJ-^' 
k  18  in  the  printed  Evidence,  page  74 ;   but,  as  it  was  not  ment. 
mdf  your  Lordships  will  permit  me  to  read  it,  as  it  seems 
I  me  to  be  very  material : — 

••  JLetter  from  Mr.  Graham^  Resident  at  Bmares : — *  I  think  it  ncccs- 
liy  to  inform  you,  that,  notwithstanding?  seA-entoen  dnvs  are  elapsed 
nee  jour  orders  arrived  here,  directing  the  Rajah  to  puv  into  my  hands 
10  mbsidy  he  had  agreed  to  pay,  of  live  lacks  of  Miicklidar  nii)ees,  he 
Ml  not  yet  paid  me  one  ru])ee ;  and  otfers,  as  a  reason,  his  inability  to 
iKhai^Ce  the  whole  at  once,  and  reipiests  me  to  receive  it  1)y  monthly 
iQfinents,  your  Honorable  Hoard's  orders  authorizing;  nothinj;  of  the 
ind.  I  have  acquainted  him  that  it  is  im]K)ssiblc  for  me  to  come  into 
is  request,  and  have  repeated  my  requisition,  which  I  have  indeed  been 
■ging  every  day  since  the  receipt  of  your  orders,  to  jmy  me  the  whole 
nount  as  speedily  as  possible.'  *' 

There,  my  Tx)rds,  is  attachment !  The  order  is  commu- 
uomted  in  every  possible  way  in  wliich  it  «m  come  recom- 
Dended,  by  every  tic  upon  the  Raja  to  obey  it — by  the 
Board — by  letters — by  the  Resident  in  person :  applica- 
icm  day  after  day  for  the  payment  of  the  demand,  which  his 
vwn  wakil  had  just  before  expressed  his  full  approbation  of 
o  the  extent  of  a  year.  When  the  very  first  demand  is 
mde  of  him  for  the  immediate  payment,  here  is  the  com- 
plaint of  the  Resident  that — "  though  I  have  been  dunning 
liifl  man;  have  been  calling  upon  him,  day  after  day,  for 
ierenteen  days  together,  he  has  not  to  this  day  paid  mo  one 


-•^■^^^s^ 


'  w/w  I't  -HJI    " 
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'  ■  I  may  in  the  moment  of  recent  disappointment  have  i  Maiuitw. 

-red  my  mind  to  catch  such  a  j>iis<picion,  yet" — says  he, 
iL  a  generosity   that  belongs   to  his  character — '*  I  do 

jenttely  acquit   him  of  it."     It  would  ill  become  me,  as 
r^dvocate,  not  at  the  same  time  to  obviate  every  possible 
.  jadon  that  1  could  have  any  idea  that  it  was  communi- 
:id  to  Cheyt  Sing  by  that  gentleman,  or  that  he  put  it 
%  his  head :  all   I  mean  to  contend  is,  that  Cheyt  Sing 
.ft  have  known  of  it.     It  is  probable  he  did  know  of  it ; 
It  the  debates  in  Council  would  be  known  to  his  wakil, 
iflO  would  be  communicated  to  Cheyt  Sing  ;  and  that  he, 
ID  was  looking  out  for  every  excuse  or  plea,  would  take  up 
rtjileay  act  upon  it,  and  protect  himself  by  it. 
Mr.  Francis  himself  afterwards  was  i)erfectly  satisfied  of  Rub«oquont 
f -fatuity  of  it,  both  upon  the  {)oint  ot  right  and  upon  this  or  Mr.Pnui. 
m'a  ability  ;  and,  with  the  candour  that  became  him,  in  the  nTtiiity  or 
tar  year  acted  in  both  respects,  as  I  shall   show  your  ^^^  p**^ 
irdslups,  directly  concurring  with  Mr.  I  Listings  in  respect 
Cheyt  Sing,  both  in  demanding  and  enforcing  that  de- 
kod,  and  likewise  expressing  his  strong  disapprobation  of 
(^  conduct  of  Cheyt  Sing  respecting  it. 
Iffy  Lords,  we  have  heard  it  said  that  Cheyt  Sing  was  to  chcyt  sinjc'H 

csonsidered  only  in  the  light  of  a  man  not  punctually  nim?i.v  un- 
^Og  his  rent ;  that  a  short  delay  in  it  was  only  to  be  JlnlSiing^* 
oudered  in  the  same  light,  and  deserving  no  other  punish-  "^"^* 
mt  than  paying  the  interest,  or  what  had  been  the  actual 
IB  sustained  by  a  temporary  delay.     I  cannot  think   that 
at  u  a  fair  statement ;  and  1  cannot  but  ob^:erve  the  verv 
Ferent  manner  in  which  the  conduct  of  Cheyt   Sing  is 
sated  and  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings.     It  is  malice  in 
r.  Hastings  to  make  a  demand ;  but  inferences  are  drawn 
ith  respect  to  the  resistance  to  that  demand  or  noncoin- 
iance  with  it,  so  that  it  is  softened  into  a  mere  nonpayment 

rent   Now  can  it  fairly  or  {)roperly  be  so  considere<l?    Is 

the  nonpayment  of  a  debt  ?   Is  it  not  the  nonperformance  ^"^ •'***■• 

*  a  duty — a  duty  of  the  highest  nature — a  duty  of  obedience  ° 

the  state  ?  If  there  wjis  no  gratitude  duo,  yet  here  was 
I  origimd  obligation  of  tenure;  here  was  a  positive  order 
'the  Board  which  he  was  bound  to  obey,  as  much  as  any 
an  in  this  country  is  bound  to  obey  an  act  of  the  Legislature. 
re  we  seriously  to  ju*gue  that  a  zamindar  in  that  country, 
J  he  considerable  or  not,  is  to  resist  the  authority  of  the 
Kte,  and  are  we  then  to  be  told — ''  Oh,  it  is  only  to  be 
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K::f  mydfects  and  raising  the  moncj,  I  hope  Arom  vour  kindness  i  Mab.1702. 

he  officers  of  government  may  take  from  me  in  different  payments 
^  id  aum  in  Sonant  specie,  as  1  shall  not  be  able  to  procure  this  sum 
'*  -^  tdiledar  rupees ;  and  that  you  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  affix 
S  .-flimitiire  to  my  requests,  that  I  may  a])ply  myself  with  satisfaction 
.    jMidoity  to  the]  business  of  the  sircar."  * 

~-  ow,  my  Lords,  he  is  quite  insolvent.     He  is  selling  his 
-  je  ;  even  his  very  necessaries  he  is  obliged  to  propose  to 

:.fbir  the  purpose  of  satisfying  this  demand.     Upon  this 

L  'Governor  General  says, — 

^lie  substance  of  this  letter  and  the  requisition  made  by  the  Rajah  Obtervft- 
■  u.  Gnham  differs  so  much  from  the  cheerful  and  ready  acquiescence  jjjf*  uiit- 
^Btk  Ae  Rajah's  vakeel  made  in  his  master's  name  to  the  demand  iiigii. 
Jp  on  bim  for  this  subsidy,  that  I  think  it  necessar}^  [for  my  own 
ition,  to  call  U{>on  the  secrct-ary  to  certify  the  accuracy  of  my 


r^y  delivered  on  the  1 7th  of  August,  containing  the  assent  expressed 
Vftkeel,  in  his  master's  name,  to  the  payment  of  the  subsidy. — *  The 
ar  acquaints  the  Board  that  the  (Jovenior-General  delivered  to 


^the  minute  above  mentioned  ])revi(ms  to  his  laving  it  before  the 
|pd(p  with  orders  to  explain  the  contents  of  it  to  tde  Rajah's  vakeel, 
1^  it  might  corres|)ond  with  the  acquiescence  which  he  had  delivered, 
^•ecsordingly,  communicated  the  minute  to  the  vakeel,  and  received 
B  him  a  confirmation  of]  the  terms  therein  expressed/  '' 


Hastings  then  moves — and  here  is  the  first  motion  His  motion 

th  respect  to  Cheyt  Sing,  for  enforcing  obedience  to  tlie  the^^°" 
ien  of  the  Board,—  "»<™»*- 

■■The  Governor  General  moves,  that  orders  be  written  immediately  to 
r«  Gmbam  that  he  do,  on  receipt  of  this,  demand  of  the  Rajah  in 
iBOn  the  payment  of  the  entire  sum  of  five  lacks  of  rupees  in  the  space 
five  days,  and  declare  to  him,  in  the  name  of  this  Board,  that  his 
faaal  or  neglect  to  com])leat  the  ])ayment  within  that  time  shall  be 
tmed  equivalent  to  an  absolute  refusal ;  and  that  he  be  forbidden,  in 
■A  CMC,  to  hold  any  further  intercourse  with  the  Kajah  until  he  shall 
MTB  mdvised  us  of  the  particular^  of  the  Utijairs  conduct  in  this  instance, 
id  leceived  our  orders  in  consecpience." 

That  is  all  that  Mr.  Hastings  proposes.     Could  anybody  Mod«T»tion 
roposc  less  than  this — that  the  demand  should  he  made  of  {^M'SlidDriin^ 
lie  Raja  in  person  again — that  demand  that  had  been  go  **^''^*"'"**** 
Cten  resisted ;  that  he  should  give  him  five  days  to  pay  it 
1?     What  wjis  he  to  du  then  ?     Why,  declare  to  him  that 
Sa  refusal  or  neglect  to  complete  it  within  that  time  should 
6  deemed  equivalent  to  an  absolute  refusal.      Could  his 
eglect  under  such  circumstances  be  considered  otherwise 
ban  a  refusal  ?     What  was  the  Resident  ordered  in  such 
to  do?     He  was  forbid  to  hold  any  further  intercourse 


*  Printed  in  the  **  Miautes  of  the  Evidence,"  p.  74. 
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'{jt^lat,  in  truth,  it  appears  there  was  no  doubt  upon  that  i  ma^.  nua 
2i-;joot     Though  a  doubt  \va8  entertained  at  the  time  byrhoautho- 
— ,.  Fhincis,  yet  it  turns  out  afterwards,  as  I  think  your  jJiJ^n'^**** 
'.fillips  will  easily  perceive,  that  the  doubt  respecting  the  Jji'^"ii55f„ 
•^  hority  of  the  wakil  was  not  well  founded;  because,  if  the  iu«iiiim 
^ir  Lfordships  will  be  pleased  to  refer  to  the  78th  page  of  ®'^'^°*^*"  • 
'^aiMinutes,  you  will  find  that  this  person,  whose  authority 
^  donbted  of,  Sheik  Ali  Nucki,  is  the  very  man  by  whom 
"^•yt  Sing  ultimately  remits  the  payment  of  this  very  sum 
*  ttMviey. 

'^Thib  Secrctanr  lays  before  the  Board  the  follo^\^ng  note  from  the 
'  %Ulior-Genend : — 

^■*  [Sir, — I  herewith  send  you  four  bills  of  exchan/^e,  this  instant 
Mved  to  me  by  Sheikh  Ally  Nuckee,  tlie  vakeel  of]  Rajah  Cheit 

■ 

ako  find  that  this  same  person  is,  in  page  89,  referred  to  ^^cJJjJj*** 
fiGheyt  Sing  as  his  authorised  agent;  for  he  Siiys,  in  asimcaiThiii 
pj^BT  that  was  received  from  him  upon  the  27th  of  August,  ^\S, 

••  I^0t  year  you  directed  Sheik  Ally  Nuckee  that  I  should  by  any 
t/^jDB,   by  di8posinf(  of  my  effects,   or  bv  borro^in^,   make  this  one 

fit  ahows,  therefore,  that  he  is  referring  to  a  communica- 
%ii  through  the  medium  of  this  very  person  in  the  last 
iMor — in  the  year  1778 — the  very  time  when  his  authority 
I  doubted ;  and,  to  complete  it,  I  find  this  same  person  is 
ptaned  in  Cheyt  Sing's  own  defence,  in  page  116.  He  says 
J— "After  the  arrival  of  Sheik  Ali  Nuckee  I  observe  all  the 
Men  which  you   sent."     My  Lords,  I  think  it,  therefore, 

eeotly  clear  that,  notwithstanding  there  was  a  doubt  enter- 
ed upon  the  authority  of  Sheik  Ali  Nucki  at  the  time, 
Mt  that  that  doubt  was  never  suggested  by  Cheyt  Sing 
liniBelf  in  any  part  of  his  letter  ;  and  there  does  appear  to 
be  a  sufiScient  confirmation  of  authority  to  exclude  any 
Ikmbt  that  the  man  acted  with  his  authority  upon  the  pre- 
NBnt  occasion. 

Another  doubt  entertained  was — what  is  pointed  out,  I  ?{^|[|J^"***"*" 
erve,  in  the  Minutes — that  one  of  the  Council  dissented  th«  qui-stion 
terially  upon  the  question  of  right.     It  certainly  is  very  *''"*^*^*'' 
ttme   that,  upon  this  occasion,  on  the  28th  of  September, 
1778,  Mr.  Francis  did,  for  the   first  time,  in   his  minute, 
feeoQBS  the  question,  and   state  his  reasons  for  the  doubt  he 
iHid  originally  entertained  ~  it  is  in  page  76 — but  he  at  the 
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jImAj  Mr.  Hastings'  conviction  that  he  had  ability  to  pay  i  Mab.  1793. 
f he  demand ;  and  in  that  conviction  he  was  well  founded.       abiiitTTo 
i^-'My  Lords,  I  have  only  one  other  observation  to  make  ^^* 

fi  the  minute  of  Mr.  Francis.     I  shall  do  it  by  reading  a  Mr.FrandH's 
ige  which  seems  to  mc  to  show  the  great  importance,  in  of  rho  im-°" 
opinion  of  Mr.  Francis  himself,  of  unanimity  in   the  |,7ilalSiy' 
Kires   of  the   Board,  particularly  as  applied  to  Cheyt  ©'the Board. 
;  and  that,  when  they  were  not  unanimous,  it  did  not 
■piy  the  same  weight  and  authority  to  that  person  ;  and 
|bo  to  show  that  Mr.  Francis  had   the  same  idea,  which, 
fedeed,  everybody  else  had,  that,  by  some  means  or  other, 
■st  actually  passed  at  the  Board  did  transpire  and   did 
bwute  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Raja — 

^•■My  opinion  is,  therefore,  that  the  licjuidation  of  the  present  extra 
jjffeiand  upon  him  shall  he  settled  hy  kistbundy ;  and  that  he  shall  be 
fjiaved  tt  the  same  time  that  this  Board  will  not  make  any  further 
liMaidi  upon  him.  lender  such  a  settlement,  unanimously  agreed  to, 
&  not  likely  that  the  Rajah  will  delay  or  evade  the  due  and  regular 
WMtion  of  it,  from  any  hopes  he  may  conceive  of  future  relief  by  a 
IfeBge  in  this  government." 

L  "Why  should  it  have  that  effect,  "  unanimously  agreed  ?" 
E  the  Raja  was  not  to  know  whetlier  it  passed  unanimously 
If  not,  how  could  the  circumstance  of  unanimity  operate  at  all 
i^^ive  further  weight  to  it,  or  prevent  the  Raja  from  evading 
M  delaying  to  comply  with  it,  and  entertaining  hopes  from 
loliAnge  in  the  government?  It  seems  to  me,  therefore, 
0rfectTy  clear  that  unanimity  was  of  importance ;  that  it 
Id  operate  powerfully  upon  the  mind  of  Cheyt  Sing ;  and 
Aien,  from  any  circumstances  of  his  own  honest  conviction, 
Iftentleman  at  the  Board  found  himself  under  the  necessity 
■  opposing  it,  yet  that  it  was  attended  with  that  unfortu- 
iiilte  consequence — that  it  became  known  to  the  Raja,  and 
fU  induce  him  to  delay  or  evade  a  due  and  regular  obedience 
b  the  measure. 
My   Lords,   I    find    Mr.  Wheler,    upon    this    occasion, 


••  I  am  for  the  question,  hut  I  am  further  of  opinion  that  it  should  ht  Mr,Whpler*s 
ft  to  Mr.  Graham  to  determine  whether  to  enforce  payment  [of  the  sum  <*l""l<>'»« 
Muired  of  the  Rajah  for  the  present  exif^encies  of  the  f^ovemment  hy 
IM  payment,  or  whether  to  receive  it  by  different  instahnents,  not  ex- 
■rfing  three  months  from  the  first  iiavment  to  the  completion  of  the 

fbole.' 

Jfr.  Barvell. — **  'llie  facts  that  have  been  rijlated  to  the  Hoard  by  the 
lovemor  General,  sneak  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  motion  that  hiis 
sen  affitated.  In  tnese  sentiments  it  is  incnml)ent  on  me  to  support  it ; 
Dd  I  think  that,  in  order  to  its  full  efficacy,  the  Governor  General  should 

VOL.  II.  3  F 
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eonaequence  of  these  orders,  I  ha%'e  called  upon  the  Rajah  for  the  i  usar,  itm. 
nt  of  nve  lacks  of  rupees,  which  I  shall  accordingly  receive  and       — 

e  next  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Graham  to  the  Governor  5f"of2^ 
ral  and  Council,  dated  the  22d  of  September,  1778.  to  the 
rii  subsequent  in  point  of  date  to  the  consultation,  yet  pc^rtnij;  ^ 
Lordships  perceive  it  is  a  letter  that  was  not  before  the  }^;5^'t®sfn»f 
1  when  they  formed  the  resolution  that  I  have  just*- Sept. ms. 

and,  therefore,  I  thought  it  fairer  not  to  state  that 
bunt  which  was  not  before  the  Board  when  the  orders 
made,  which  were  proposed  by  Mr.  Hastings.  It  is  a 
'  iirora  Mr.  Graham  to  the  Governor  General  and  Coun- 
l  which  he  states  the  actual  payment^  but  it  is  only,  I 
p  of  one  tenth  of  the  whole, — 

have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  your  honourable  Board  that  last 
itkb  lUuah  made  me  a  pa}nnent  of  6fty  thousand  rupees,  in  part 
•nbnay  of  five  lacks.     He  has  promised  to  send  me  as  much 
o-morrow  o;^  next  day." 

e  next  is  a  letter  upon  the  7th  of  October,  1778;  instwond 
ip  a£ter  referring  to  that  letter,  and  stating  that  he  was  Mr^GrahMo. 
fled  a  further  payment,  he  says, — 

tat  period  and  three  days  more  having  elapsed  without  hearing 
OK  [either  from  the  Rajah  or  his  servants,  regarding  the  promised 
Dt  of  fifty  thousand  rupeci*,  I  judged  it  necessary  to  remind  the 
thereof  by  letter,  as  well  as  to  recommend  to  him  a  sjieedy  dis- 

of  the  remainder,  lliis  mode  of  ai)plication  having  several  times 
id  unsuccessfully,  1  deemed  a  personal  interview,  not  only  indis- 
iLb,  but  highly  consistent  with  my  duty,  on  which  occasion  I 
}j  demanded  of  him,  in  the  name  of  the  Company,  payment  of  the 
e  of  the  subsidy ;  in  reply  to  which  he  acquainted  me,  that  he 

pay  no  more  here,  Imt  would  send  the  whole  remaining  sum  of 
I,  4,6(),(KX),  to  his   vakeel   at   C'alcutta,  who  would  pay  it  thert». 

Shim  determined  in  this  resolution,  I  desired  he  would  furnish 
some  testimony  thereof,  either  by  an  address  to  your  honourable 
9  or,  as  it  is  more  cust^>mary,  to  the  (lovemor  General,  that  I  might 
cut  it  to  him ;  but  this  he  i)()sitively  refused  me.  'iliese  circum- 
■  I  have  thought  it  mv  duty  to  inform  you  of,  that  you]  may 
v  me  with  your  comniands.'"^ 

Y  Lords,  the  order  was  originally  that  he  was  to  pay  it 
16  Resident,  and,  therefore,  the  Resident  naturally 
ed  of  Cheyt  Sing  that,  as  he  ix)sitively  refused  to  pay  it 
im,  but  promised  to  make  the  payment  at  CalcutUi, 
ould  furnish  him  with  that  sort  of  authority  that  should 
ie  him  upon  this  subject.  But  that  he  positively  re- 
L     It  appears  by  the  consultation  that  I  have  stated  to 

*  I'rinted  in  the  **  Minutes  of  the  Evidence,"  p.  15U4." 
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3;  My  avoid.     Immediately  upon  this,  Mr.  Hastings  writes  a  1  mar.  1792. 
..tier  to  Cheyt  Sing,  dated  the  11th  of  October,  1778,  in  utterTmin 
.Much  he  says,-  }^^^]' 

*  I  have  received  your  letter,  containing  assurances  of  your  fidelity  ^  olct.  i7re!. 
'id  attachment.     I  am  jdeased  at  the  intimation  of  your  assent  to  my 
'  'Mm  respectinp^  the  mode  of  payment  of  the  aforesaid  sum,  although  it 
: .  Tired  somewhat  late." 

^niat  was  all  the  censure  that  was  passed  upon  him  in  the 
r  fit  year.     It  was  the  gentlest  hint  to  him  that  could  be 

•And  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  faithfully  discharge  your  promise,  by 
:  Vaking  the  remittance  to  Calcutta  at  the  s])erified  time.     Nvhilst  you 
kinue  faithful  and  zealously  attached  to  the  Conii)any,  you  may  be 
id  that  ever}'  measure  will  be  adopted  which  will  jiromote  your 
_^^    it  and  prosiwrit}'.*' 

■    Immediately  afterwards,  in  order  to  encourage  the  Raja,  Ciwtomary 
lOtwithstanding  his  conduct  during  this  year  luid  been  such  {iSluwr^i  on 
M|  I  have  represented  it,  yet  to  encourage  him  to  obey  with  ^^^^'^  *'*"'^' 
BOre  fidelity  in  the  subsequent  year,  the  customary  honours 
Kre  bestowed  upon  him,  in  the  way  most  acceptable  to  liim- 
ib]£      That  appears  by  a  letter  written  by  the  Resident  upon 
he  9th  of  November,  1778  :- 

**  Riyah  Cheit  Sing  having  pitched  upon  this  day  as  a  lucky  one  to 
Beeive  the  honor  of  the  khelaut,  I  accordingly  invested  him  witli  one  in 
he  usual  form,  and  delivered  to  him  at  the  same  time  your  honourable 
loftrd's  release  for  his  last  yearns  tribute.  I  did  not  fail  upon  this  ocra- 
lon  to  remind  him  how  much  a  continuation  of  such  marks  of  your 
Bvor  depended  upon  a  regular  adherence  to  his  engagements  with  the 
Sompany." 

Here  is   the   treatment  Cheyt   Sing  receives    the    very  Aiwonco  of 
ftOmcnt  he  complies.     A  conciliatory  letter  is  writt?n  to  Jiim,  nljliinUy'in 
ad  the  customary  l^iC^nours  bestowed  u[)on  him,  without  any  ji'^'ntljf'" 
hing  more  done  than  to  exhort  him  to  further  future  obe- ^'*'*^>'^  ^*"P' 
Bencet  telling  him  that  upon  that  would  depend  the  further 
lountenance  and  favoiir  of  the  Company.     I  desire  to  know, 
baying  gone  through  the  business  of  the  first  year,  whether 
there  w,  in  any  part  of  it,  anything  to  be  dis<r()vered  like  a 
trace  of  that  bad  and  malignant  mind — endeavouring  to  ruin 
lina  man  or  to  force  him  into  some  act  that  might  afford  a 
pretence  for  violence  against  him  ? 

The  next  measure  with  whicli  Mr.  Hastings  is  charged 

iii— 

"That   he   did  further,  in  the  month    of  July,   177J^  extort  a  likeriianrrof 

of  five  lacks  of  nipees  from  the  said  lliijah  Cheit  Sing,  under  dimilur  ":»t|'rl"'>»  "f 
such  like  pretences,  and  did  comi^l  the  payment  of  the  sum  by  means  177^ 
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Thb,  your  Lordships  sec,  comes  under  different  circum- 1  mar.  1702. 
tences  from  the  proposal  of  the  last  year;  because  the  consent  chcyt  sing's 
jf  the  Raja  by  his  wakil,  such  as  it  was,  operated  upon  the  J^uir"d,"'** 
|pt  year,  if  it  had  any  operation  at  all,  but  did  not  operate 
m  the  present,  for  here  was  no  consent,  but  a  proposal  to 
land  of  him  the  sum  for  the  second  year  of  the  war. 
kt  18  the  consequence  ?     Four  members  of  the  Council  Concurrcnco 
present,  they  agreed  to  the  Governor  Generals  pro-  cii iiuho*^"' 
I,  without  a  single  syllable  of  doubt,  debate  or  hesitation.  <^«™*°*** 
was  no  question  either  upon  the  right  or  upon  the 
li^  of  Cheyt  Sing,  nor  a  single  word  of  objection  made 
the  making  this  demand.     In  the  first  year,  the  proposal 
it  come  by  surprise  upon  them,  without  having  previously 
lered*  it ;  but,  having  in  the  course  of  that  year  con- 
it,  and  now    being   called  upon — "have   you   any 
ition  to  the  demand  ?  We  are  not   yet  committed  in 
MkiDe  the  demand  upon  him.     Now  is  the  time  to  discuss 
E     Have  you  any  objection  to  it  V     Not  a  word  of  objec- 
p»i!     That  is  upon  the  19th  of  July,  1779,  and  that  is 
bdered  to  be  communicated  ;  and  it  is  communicated,  in  a 
Hter  written  to  the  Resident  upon  the  occasion,  stating  the 
l^oessity  for  it  :— 

•■  That  the  period  of  one  year  beinp  expired,  and  the  war  still  con-  Lottor  to 
ianiinffy  we  find  it  necessary  to  maintain  the  same  force,  and  to  require  dcJj^***' 
kii  the  Rajah  should  be  at  his  share  of  the  ex])ence.     You  will,  there- 
9t«^  at  this  time,  demand  from  him  payment  of  the  above  sum,  as  his 
npoition  of  the  charge  for  the  current  year." 

•■Agreed,  that  the  Governor  General  be  requested  to  write  to  Cheit 
Inify  acquainting  him  that  the  ])eriod  of  one  year  for  which  [he  agreed 
H  pay  five  lacks  of  Muchlidar  rupees,  as  his  share  of  the  burden  of  the 
mr  with  France,  on  the  17th  of  August,  177S»  is  expired;  and,  as  the 
ontinuation  of  the  war  makes  it  still  necessary  to  maintain  the  same 
■tebliflhment  of  troops  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  the  Board  deem 
I  lequisite  he  should  at  this  time  contribute  a  further  sum  of  five  lacks 
€  Muchlidar  rupees,  as  his  share  of  the  charge  for  the  current  year."] 

In  compliance  with  tliis  resolution  of  the  Board,  Mr.  Hast-  j^*^^™ 
pgB  writes  to  Cheyt  Sing  upon  the  21st  of  July,  1779: —     iwto 

••  Your  engagement  for  the  iiaj'mcnt  of  an  annual  subsidy  for  your  5p4ani?nr  * 
ihare  of  the  exjience  of  the  war  IxMng  expired,  and  the  war  still  continu-  iiajmontof 
a^  and  the  same  force  being  necessary  to  be  kept  up,  I  am,  therefore,  ^**'''  ^^*^ 
Id  detire  that  you  will  ])ay  to  Mr.  lliomas  Graham  a  further  sum  of  five 
lacka  of  Muchlidar  ninees,  as  your  proportion  for  the  present  year. 
Ifr.  Graham  has,  accoraingly,  orders  to  receive  it  from  you,  and  it  is 
Bcceesary  that  you  do  not  delay  to  pay  it  to  him." 

Now,  this  is  the  second  year  of  putting  to  the  proof  the 
fidelity  of  the  Raja.     His  disobedience  in  the  first  nad  been 
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an  absolute  necessity  for  havins:  recourse  to  some  com- 1  ^^»-  ^^"^ 
^^^'lUory  means  to  oblige  this  man  to  obey,  who  will  not  obey 
\[f  fidr  means  ?     A  letter  is  received  from  Cheyt  Sing  which  chSrt  8in« 
'^  a  most  extraordinary  one,  considering  the  known  situation 
' '  f  this  man.     Your  Lordships  will  find  it  in  the  printed 

^^Svidence^  page  89  : — 

» 

".'  ••  Mt  tituation  is  well  known  to  you,  and  I  assure  you  without  pcsene 
'  WX  I  tiAve  no  ability  left,  nor  is  there  any  mode  of  relief  for  me  hut  in 
vim  exertion  of  your  favours.     I  am  tnily  convinced  that  it  is  your 

'  #riie»  who  are  my  masters,  to  supjtort  me  your  8er^'ant,  and  last  year  you 
^,A«eted  Sheikh  Ali  Nuckee  that  I  should  by  any  means — by  ({i8i)osinf( 
*'tvaj  effects  or  by  l)orro^\^nf( — make  this  one  payment  and  I  should  not 
:^litaeued  on  in  future;  and  that  you  would  take  every  means  for  my 

.idfantage  and  support.'* 

Because  Sheik  Ali  Nucki  would  not   comply  generally  Mis^uto- 
«fcr  the  whole  war,  but  wanted  to  limit  it  to  a  single  year,  JJ^^iUJJ 
ytt.  Hastings  proposed,  on  that  very  account,  that  the  orders  SJ?°J|^2' 
j|C  the  Board  should  be  couched  in  tenns  excluding  thati"K«^oiinift 
jpfm — that  it  should  be  for  the  wliole  war ;  and  yet  this  to^thefln^ 
flMUi  quotes  Mr.  IIai?tings  as  having  said  to  Sheik  Ali  Nucki  ^^^'^ 
'ttftt  he  should  only  be  called  on  for  that  one  year,  and  not 
|ie  called  upon  afterwards,  which  was  directly  contrary  to 
^e  fact ;  as  it  appears  in  evidence,  Mr.  Hastings,  for  that 
Lirery  purpose,  excluded  the  idea.     He  sjieaks  of  disjx)sing  of 
'hifl  effects  or  borrowing  to  make  up  the  sum.     Why,  Air. 
Hastings  never  had  the  least  idea  but  that  he  was  able  to 
pay  it.     He  declared  that  he  had  ability  to  pay  this  sum  or 
eTen  ten  times  the  amount ;  no  man  could  doubt  it     Then 
im  it  probable  Mr.  Hastings  should  have  stated  that  he  was 
by  borrowing  to  raise  the  money  ?     He  goes  on — 

•*  I  accordingly  put  in  practiro  [pvcry  method  in  my  i)ower,  and  by 
loans  make  poocf  tnc  recpusition].  It  is  now  absolutely  out  of  my  power 
to  raise  the  sum  required,  and  1  am,  therefore,  hopeful  that  you  will  be 
kindly  pleased  to  excuse  me  the  five  lacks  now  demanded." 

Your  Lordships  will  now  attend  to  what  follows,  recol- 
lecting that,  at  the  la^t  consultation  antecedent  to  this, 
namelv,  upon  the  28th  of  September,  1778,  there  had  been 
an  intimation  from  the  gentleman  whom  I  have  named  that 
we  had  no  right  to  call  upon  Cheyt  Sing,  beyond  v/hat  was 
stated  in  the  sanad  or  the  patta.  He  had  stated  that  to  be  right'of 
bis  opinion.  Antecedent  to  that  period,  there  had  not  been  *'**™p**«>» 
the  smallest  doubt  suggested  by  Cheyt  Sing  of  the  right. 
The  very  next  letter  that  comes  from  Cheyt  Sing  upon  the 
•abject  takes  up  that  very  precise  idea,  and  he  desires  to  be 
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::-equircd."  It  was,  therefore,  intended  to  proceed  in  thisi  3Ub.i792, 
s  nanner — to  repeat  the  demand ;  to  notify  to  liim  what 
^^rerc  to  be  the  consequences  if  he  did  not  comply  ;  to  give 
r.Jim  an  opportunity,  therefore,  of  preventing  those  conse- 
Vinencea  by  compliance ;  and  it  wius  only  in  the  event  of  his 
-  refusal  or  non-compliance  that  the  troops  were  to  be  sent 
'For. 

Your  Lordships  see  that  here,  when  Mr.  Hastings  does 
•propose  to  have  recourse  to  any  compulsory  metliod,  he 
2k>e8  not  propose  to  emj^loy  a  military  force — the  only  com- 
pnlsory  method  that  could  be  adopted,  or  that  is  i)ractisod 
lit  that  country,  as  your  Lordships  well  know,  for  all  the 
revenue  of  the  country  is  collected  by  a  military  force — 
till  every  measure  had  been  tried,  namely,  a  repetition  of  th.c 
demand,  and  apprising  Cheyt  Sing  of  what  was  to  be  the 
consequence  of  his  non-compliance,  and  that  he  would  have 
to  pay  the  expense  of  the  military.  Could  anything  more 
have  been    done   than  this  ?      He  had  every   opportunity 

E*ven  him  of  preventing  the  necessity  of  having  recourse  to 
rcc.     This  is  opi)osed.     The  persons  present  at  this  consul-  {j™"/^ 
tation  were  the  same  as  I  stated  at  the  last,  with  the  addition  OouncU. 
of  Sir  Eyre  Coote.      This  appears  to  be  the  first  time  the 
aabjcct  had  come  before  him.     lie  had  arrived  a  few  months 
before,  and  here  he  is  present  at  this  debate  upon  this  sub- 
ject ;  and  your  Lonlships  observe  that  the  measure  respected 
something  to  be  carrietl  into  execution  by  him,  for  Mr.  Hast- 
ings' motion  was,  that  the  Commander-in-Chief  be  desired 
to  issue  an  order  for  the  march  of  two  battalions  of  seiK)y8 
from  the  nearest  station  of  the  army. 
Sir  Kyre  Coote  agrees  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  WheJfr — **  I  am  af^ainst  it.'* 

Mr.  Francis — "  I  never  aj)j)n»ve(l  of  the  additional  demand  l»PVond  his  Objection  by 
stipulated  trihute/*  '  ^'-  *'*"*^*^- 

"  You  never  approved  of  it  I  Why,  you  voted  for  it  ujwn 
the  19th  of  Julv,  without  objection.  Di<l  you  then  vote 
for  what  you  did  not  approve,  because  you  state  here — 
•  I  never  approved  of  the  additional  demand  V  Tiien  why 
do  you  vote  for  it  without  objection?  Wero  you  not  bound, 
if  you  did  not  api)rove  of  it,  to  state  why  you  did  not 
approve  of  it,  an<l  to  state  it  at  the  time  when  the  mejisurc 
was  under  consideration,  to  prevent  the  I^oardV  doing  what 
ought  not  to  be  done  ?  This  is  the  time  to  make  objections  ; 
not  to  make  objections  when  the  order  is  attempted  to  be 
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■Tvirof  the  Resident  upon  that  occ«asion  ie,  I  believe,  not  i  MAg.  1793. 
,- -sn  in  the  evidence.     It  is  dated  the  19th  of  September,  u^tterof  the 
,.^9.     He  states  his  having  last  night  received  their  order,  rhJjfshilS* 
ing  also  received    the     honourable  (rovernor  Generars  5*1"^ onkrl"* 
'^  «r  to  the  Raja  on  the  subject,  which  he  had  sent  to  him, 
*JJ|  a  letter  from  himself,  rc([uiring  his  immediate  com- 
"ince  with  the  orders  contained  therein ;  and  he  mentions 
1  -  hope  that  he  should  not  be  compi^Ued  to  have  recourse  to 
:  13  discretionary  power  lodged  in  him,  to  compel  payment. 
-Mn  afraid  I  have  mislaid  that  letter  irom  Mr.  Hj^tings,  J^^**^^ 
::Jich  is  a  material  one,  urging  the  Raja  in  the  strongest  injw  to 

to  comply  with  the  order  of  the  Board  and  to  pay  this    **^^    "*' 
I,  without  their  being  any  necessity  for  having  recourse 
1  this  order  * 

Tour  Lordships  observe  that  the  order  is  communicated 
>  the  Raja  ui>on  the  9th  of  September,  1779.  Upon  the 
8th  Mr.  Graham  writes  to  the  Board, — 

•■  I  have  this  day  revived  an  answer  from  Rajah  ('heit  Sinj;  to  the  ifM?^^'*'*® 
•ftfeer  which  I  informed  ymir  honourahlc  lioard  I   had  written  to  him  thoBSml!^ 
rlB  the  liHh,  requiring  his  ('()m])liance  with  yuur  orders,  wherein  he  sends  IS  Sept.  1779. 
■0  an  answer  to  the  Governor  (ieneral's  letter,  which  I  have  transmitted 
O  him,  and  acquaints  mc  with  hiis  havin^^  consented  to  the  iiayment  of 
Im  five  lacks  of  nipees.     As,  however,  he  still  holds  forth  his  original 
ifaa  of  inability,  I  have  every  n'ason  to  ai)])rehend  he  will  be  very  dila- 
lOty  in  his  payment.    I  bcj^,  tliereibre,  to  be  favoured  with  vour  lionoura- 
iIb  Board's  ortlers  us  to  the  conduct  which  in  such  case  f  nmst  obsen'e 
toywards  him. 

My  Lords,  the  effect,  therefore,  of  tlie  orders  was  to  pro-  ^h^yt  Rim's 
duce  a  promise  of  ])aymcnt,  but  nothin*^  more,  and  imder  eompiiance. 
circiim.stanccri  that  iiuiuced  the  Ivesident  to  apprehend  that 
ho  would  be  very  dilatory  in  his  comjdiance  with  the  orders ; 
ramuch  as  to  induce  hiui  toai)j)ly  to  the  Board  to  know  wh«it 
in  that  case  he  was  to  do.  'It  8ccnis  to  me  that  the  Resident 
need  not  have  ap[)lied  for  further  orders,  because  he  was 
expressly  told,  if  the  llaja,  upon  l)ein^  informed  what  was  to 
be  the  consequence  of  nonpayment,  did  not  immediately  pay 
the  money,  he  was  ve-«ted  with  a  discretionary  order  to  send 
for  the  troops  to  compel  payment. 

Mr.  Graham  writes,  upon  the  16th  of  September,  1779 — 

"  Althou'fh  four  coiii]ilete  days  air  now  elapsed  since  I  had  the  honour  IiOtt«forthe 
of  infonnintf  y<»u  of  thi*  llajah's  havin«r  consented  to  the  payment  of  five  {flKyV^l'T-o 
lacks  of  nipees,  and  althou^rh  I  sent  him  a  suitable  re])ly  to  the  letter  he 


*  8<.>e  the  letter  recited  iu  the  follow iog  page. 
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applications,  inconveniences  arc  occasioned  to  the  pro-  i  Mas.  1791. 
I  If  Ay  and  mj  endeavours  are  interrupted  from  your  indulgence].     I       *^ 
'j^'  diicharge  the  amount  in  manner  above  specified.'  "* 

'"  io  that  here  is  a  most  extraordinary  effect  of  repeating 
~ '^i  application.  It  prevents  a  con))>lianee  with  it.  '*  You 
'^  :  me  so  often  for  it  that  I  cannot  pay  you.  It  is  extremely 
j'-Xnivenient  to  desire  me  so  often  as  you  do  to  pay  you. 
:  hji  I  cannot  pay  you  if  you  do  so."  And,  with  all  these 
.  ttances  of  poverty,  of  his  inability,  and  that  it  is  a  large 
,  OB,  and  so  on — all  these  pretences  of  evading  the  payment 
'^  it — the  Resident  desires  to  have  their  orders  on  the 
.4uoct  of  the  foregoing  letter.     The  idea  of  instalments  is 

eted  by  the  Resident,  and    the  demand  made  for  the 
e  without  delay.     Cheyt  Sing  writes  to  Mr.  Graham 
jfon  the  25th  of  September,  1771),— 

-J*' I  received  your  letter  al)out  the  five  lacks  of  ruiwes,  and  understand  U'itcroT 
IV  eontents.     1  have  before  made  known  to  you  my  distressed  situa^  tia?^<  **"* 
fM— that  I  have  not  ]M)wer  to  com])ly  ;  and   I  have  also  sent  an  arzec  RcKident, 
t'Aiiswer  to  that  letter  from  the  Presidency  which  you  delivered  to  me. :»  Sept.  1779. 
ftlKVie  no  power  to  comply.     1  dischar^^e  the  revenue  according  to  the 
Bttr      I  am  hoiieful  that  this  order  may  be  revoked." 

Then,  my  Lords,  here  is  a  letter  from  Cheyt  Sing  to  the 
lovemor  General.  This  is  in  page  91  of  your  Lordships' 
linutcs^ — 

•*  Every  two  or  three  days  am  I  called  upon  to  pay  five  laoks  of  rupees.  I^atorof 
Tour  ^(racious  letter  on  this  subject  honoured  me  by  its  arrival.     1  nave  { '"y}'*^  ii"''^t- 
IsBpatched  an  arzie  in  answer,  which  will  have  been  prest^nted  to  you.  ii*^.  ' 
B  obedience  to  your  order,  1  last  year,  by  every  means,  anil  liorrowin;^ 
kom  all  quarters,  raised  that  sum,  and  at  that  time  you  ])romised  me  it 
jhoold  not  hapi>en  a^ain.     1  have  it  not  in  my  ])ower  at  ])n^j>cnt.    You 
ianre  before  honoured  me  with  the  title  of  son,  and  rc^ardin^  me  as  your 
Km  you  have  pn)tecte(l  me,   1  am,  therefore,  hopeful  that  1  may  be  cx- 
BOied  from  this  requisition." 

There  are  in  the  consultations  two  letters ;  one  from 
Baja  Cheyt  Sing  to  Mr.  Graham,  received  the  2()th  of 
September,  1770;  the  other,  from  the  Kaja  to  the  Governor 
Qeneral,  inclosed  in  the  foregoing;  both  written  sub.<e4uent 
U>  the  conmmnication  of  the  order  for  immediate  ])ayment 
and  a  threat  of  the  consequences^.  On  t!ie  -5th  of  September, 
1779,  Mr.  Hastings  writes  a  letter  to  llaja  Cheyt  ISing, 
which  is  in  the  printed  Evidence,  page  Ul : — 

"  I  received  your  letter ;  fnun  the  contents  of  which,  as  well  as  from  I^atorof 
the  letter  of  Mr.  (>rahani,  and  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  you  wrote  ?'"'•  i}*^^ 
to  that  (gentleman,  and  which    he   transmitted   for  my   in8]H:ction,  it  SSyi  Sing; 

*  I*rintcd  iu  the  **  Minutes  of  the  Evidence,"  \h  1610. 
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■«  hii  former  instructions,  giving  notice  of  the  day  on  which  he  shall  ^  MiAlTM. 
%nro  from  his  present  station  to  Mr.  (iraham  :  that  the  expences  of  the 
iiftaehment,  from  that  time  until  its  return,  may  Y>e  char^^ed  to  the 
Mah:  and  that  Major  Carnac  do  continue  his  route  with  the  two 
rtjftilioiu  under  his  command  to  Henores,  unless  Mr.  Graham,  upon  the 
-dl  icoeipt  of  the  subsidy,  shall  notify  to  him  that  there  is  no  necessity 
filt  hii  proceeding.  I  further  move  that  letters  to  the  same  effect  be^ 
ilStputa  uid  desimtched  to  Mr.  Graham  and  Rajuh  Cheyt  Sing/  *'* 

'  It  was,  therefore,  to  be  stopped  in  every  stage  of  the  busi- 
HM.  If  the  Resident  slioiild  hove  notified  that  the  money 
fffB  piud,  the  orders  were  not  to  be  carried  into  execution, 
'^t  the  march  of  the  troops  was  to  be  stopped.  The  Governor 
leral's  motion  was  carried,  and  it  was  resolved  that  a 
should  be  written  to  the  Commander-in-chief  and  to 
Jftm  Graham  upon  the  subject.  There  appears  to  be  a 
liMtako  in  the  date,  tor  the  letter  I  read  is  date<l  the  25th 
if  September,  and  prior  in  point  of  time,  but  it  must  be 
ittbsequent  to  this  Consultation,  because  it  seems  to  refer 
m  iL  The  letter  to  the  Conmiander-in-Chief  does  not  seem 
io  me  to  be  material,  to  trouble  your  Lordships  with  it.  It 
ii  only  stating  the  cause  which  has  induced  them  to  issue 
tmi  order,  and  a  letter  from  the  Hoard  to  Mr.  Graham, 
Ikewisc,  to  the  same  effect.  There  is  then  a  letter  from 
ifr.  Graham  to  the  Board,  dated  the  3d  of  October,  1779. 

■•  Rajah  ('heyt  Sinjf  not  having?  yet  completed  the  payment  of  one  Lcttcrof  tho 
)bA  of  rupees,  in   part  of  his  siil)sidy  of  five  lacks,  notwithstanding,  ihifcoundL 
em])le  to  his  own  vohintan*  proposal,  whereof  1  transmitted  to  you  a  s  Oct.  1779. 


IfMulate  in  my  address  of  the  1  /  th  vltimo^  he  ou^ht  twelve  days  ago  to 
Itove  paid  me  a  lack  and  :?.'),0(M)  rupees,  1  have,  believing  it  Uy  l)e  ccm- 
■■tent  with  your  honourable  Board's  instniHions,  dated  the  l^6th  of 
ALUgnst,  in  order  to  enfonre  tho  payment,  this  day  written  to  Migor 
Cbramc,  requiring  him  to  miirch  with  the  detachment  under  his  command 
hi  this  place  with  all  convenient  ex])edition.'*  f 

Your  Lordships  see,  Mr.   Graham  had,  upon  the  3d  of  OnierfiM' 
Oetobor^  which  was  before  he  could  have  received  the  orders  ofthS*"^ 
irhich  I  last  read,  of  his  own  accord  issued  orders,  finding  it  ^"**i*- 
to  be  necessary^  for  the  march  of  the  detachment.     Upon 
liie  12th  of  October  there  is  another  letter  from  Mr.  Graham. 
rhese  letters  are  not  in  priut — 

•'  My  aildress  to  your  honouralile  lioard  of  the  3d  instant  acquainted  «*''i7^^  iJ** 
fonit  not  only  of  the  K:ijali\s  continuuti(»n  to  jirori-astiniite  the  payment  tho  Council. 
df  the  whole  subsidy,  l>ut  of  bis  failures  in  particular  of  that  pro]>ortion  I2  0ct.i77».* 


•  I'riiitcd  in  tlie  "  Minutes  of  the  Kvidcuce,"  p.  I.VJ'j. 
t  Ibid.|  p.  1311. 
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16  had  been  right  as  to  the  Raja's  ability  ;  that  he  had  i  Vailitvs. 
nght  as  to  the  necessity  of  having  recourse  to  means 
npulsion ;    that  he  had  been  right  in  the  opinion  he 
imed  of  the  Kaja's  misconduct  upon  that  occasion. 
ill  read  to  your  Lordships  a  letter  that  was  written  by  Their  letter 
jentlemen,  Mr.  Hastings,  Mr.  Francis  and  Mr.  Wheler,  nire^n. 
ro  persons  who  had  dissented   upon  the  points  that^*^"*^'^ 
» stated,  in  every  period  of  the  antecedent  transaction, 
these   gentlemen  when   they  formed   a  majority  and 
therefore,  have  written  what  letter  they  thought  fit 
r  saperiors — who  were  bound  to  communicate  to  their 
9n  the  true  state  of  the  transaction,  and  of  the  opinion 
mtertained   respecting   the  conduct  of  Cheyt    Sins^. 
»tter  is  dated  the  14th  of  January,  1780.  Mr.  Barwell 
lOUt  to  embark  for  England :    I  do  not  know  whether 
I  present,  but  he  does  not  sign  the  letter.     The  letter 
ed  only  by  Mr.  Hastings,  Mr.  Francis  and  Mr.  Wheler. 
n  the  printed  Evidence,  page  90.    It  is  a  very  short 
d,  therefore,  with  your  Lordships'  permission,  I  will 


9    • 


B  thouffbt  it  necessary  and  consistent  to  demand  a  further  con- 
n  of  nve  lacks  of  rupees  from  Rajah  Cheit  8in^  for  his  part  of 
Qooes  of  the  war  for  the  current  year,  hein^  the  same  sum  as  he 
wards  that  end  for  the  lust  year,  'i^e  Rajah  stron^irly  pleaded 
bflity  to  comply  with  this  demand,  and  even  suffered  us  to  send 
ttalions  of  sepoys  from  Dinagepore  to  Benares,  to  enforce  the 
it,  before  he  would  grant  it.  At  length,  however,  with  much 
tj,  the  amount  was  received  fn)m  him,  added  to  a  penalty  of 
rupees  for  the  expences  of  the  two  battahons  imtil  their  arrival  at 
I.  We  shall  make  but  this  short  observation  u})on  the  conduct 
Rijah,  that,  whether  it  ])roceede<l  from  an  apprehension  of  estab- 
a  precedent  for  exceeding  the  sum  of  his  annual  and  stipulated 
>,  or  from  a  sense  of  in(iei)endt»ncy,  it  was  equally  unreasonable 
ungrateful  return  for  the  oenelits  which  he  has  been  allowed  to 
)taai  the  Company's  protecticm. 

(Signed)  "  Warrbn  Hahtinga. 

**  P.  Fkancih. 
"  Edward  Wheler." 

Lords,  I  take  the  liberty,  therefore,  of  concluding, 
rhat  I  see  upon  the  minutes  and  upon  the  records  of 
>mpany,  what  must  have  been  the  scntunents  of  these 
gentlemen.  I  take  their  sentiments  from  what  they 
A  to  be  their  sentiments  in  this  letter  to  their  superiors, 
•espect  to  the  conduct  of  Cheyt  Sing,  and  of  the  neces- 
lat  there  was  ultimately  for  comi)elling  obedience  in 
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^lean  to  go  into  the  circumstances  attending  it — that  is,  the  i  M1B.1702. 
^^etachmcnt  of  Major  Camac  against  Madaji  Scindia,  in  the  Doeireof 
"ope  of  making  the  principal  agent  in  the  war  the  principal  IJji  toilet 
'  unerer  by  it,  and  in  the  end  bringing  about  a  j)eace.     ^r- ^ffSjJi 
'lutings  had  a  strong  opinion  upon  that  subject,  that  if  s<?DdU. 
^)iftdaji    Scindia  was  himself   attacked,  that  if   he  carried 
'Jie  war  into  Madaji  Scindia's  own  country,  it  would  induce 
-lim  to  listen  to  terms  for  his  own  accommodation  and  detach 
[j^m  from  the  Mahratta  states.     That  has  already  been  so 
frelly  so  ably  and  so  strongly,  stated,  that  I  need  not  trouble 
raor  Lordships  with  a  word  about  it ;   only  stating  that 
9bat  formed  a  consideration  upon  the  subject.     With  a  view 
^that,  Mr.  Hastings,  upon  the  12th  of  June,  1780,  proposes 
%  renewal  of  this  demand  : — 

I    ■•  I  propose  to  the  Board  that,  as  the  season  is  now  a])proaching,  in  Hispropoyal 
vllich  our  demand  upon  Rajah  ('heit  Sinu^  for  the  payment  of  his  annual  orCh«ri^ 
oontribution  towards  the  expcncos  of  the  war  shouhl  ))c  made,  we  do  Sing  ms 
immediately  instruct  our  Resident  at  Benares  to  a])])1y  to  him  for  the  JribJi^j^**" 
9mn  of  five  lacks  of  nipees,  which  sum  I  propose  shall  he  appropriated 
Mldy  to  the  payment  of  Major  Camuc's  detachment."* 

This  measure,  your  Lordships  recollect,  was  opposed  in  Sf^^v^fe}  ®' 
llrery  stage  of  it  by  Mr.  Wheler  and  Mr.  Francis,  in  joint  and 
minutes.  A  variety  of  objections  were  stated  to  the  measure.  ''  " 
One  was  the  want  of  money  to  carry  it  on.  Mr.  Hastings, 
in  order  to  obviate  that,  proposes  to  make  this  demand  a 
Kttle  sooner  than  usual,  and  to  :ij)ply  that  sum  of  five  lacs  to 
the  payment  of  this  detachment.  Upon  which,  Mr.  Francis 
And  Mr.  Wheler,  who  were  ol)jccting  to  this  very  measure, 
and  who,  tlicrcfore,  if  they  had  thought  that  there  was  no 
right  to  call  upon  Cheyt  Sing  for  this  subsidy  at  all,  had  an 
Moitional  objection  to  it,  namely,  that  it  was  proposed  to 
be  made  somewhat  before  the  usual  period  of  its  becoming 
due — here  then  tiiey  had  an  opportunity  of  additionally 
objecting  to  this  measure,  that  they  were  at  the  time  repro- 
bating, by  saying  — "  the  very  moans  you  propose  to  eupjwrt 
it  affords  an  additional  ground  of  objection  to  it ;  because 
yon  are  now  going  to  do  an  impolitic  act  by  an  act  of  injus- 
tice." They  do  object.  But  what  is  their  objection  ?  I  will 
read  it  in  the  words  of  the  minute — "  Bengal  C'onsultations, 
the  I9th  of  June,  1780."  After  having  taken  time  to  con- 
aider  upon  this  subject,  they  state,  among  other  objections, — 

**  Fourthly,  hecaiisc  the  pniposed  anticipation  of  the  demand  of  five  Tiu^tbi^ 
lacks  from  the  Rajah  of  I)cnan>s  and  the  sole  appropriation  of  it  to  this  propoied 

*  Printed  in  the  '*  Minutes  of  the  ETidencc/'  p.  1513. 
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;v.:iiteccdent  to  that  in  the  Council  of  Calcutta,  and  knowing  ^  >Jar.  1702. 
r"  4»  own  great  misconduct  and  dilatoriucsHs,  in  onlcr  to  atone  of  aMnn  in 
^--  or  his  misconduct  and  to  pay  a  sum  of  money  which  might  for  hw 
^''iperatc  as  a  punis^hment  upon  himi?clf  for  it,  instructs  his***^^**'* 

jrakil,  whom  he  sent  down  for  the  purpose,  to  pay  this  sum 
.:^>f  money  which  is  stated  in  the  Article—**  under  the  jJea  " 
sr — nys  the  Article — **  of  atoning  for  the  opposition  all  edged 
:ih(j  tae  said  Warren  Hastings  to  have  been  made  against  the 
:  payment  of  the  said  subsidy."     That  was  the  ])lea ;  what  his 
collect  was  besides,  that  your  Lordships   will  see  when  1 
txmie  to  state  the  very  evidence  the  prosecutors  have  them- 
rMlyes  given  upon  this  subject,  and  which  they  must  take  in 
die  whole  if  they  take  that  part.     The  account  given  of  the  No  ground 
timosaction  by  Mr.  Hastings  himself  is  that  which  they  have  JJHoVtion 
thought  fit  to  give  in  evidence,  and  therefore  tliey  must  take  oflJ*il2iin 
.  |t  altogether ;  and  then  your  Lordships  will  see  [the  ground-  Ucuof  tho 
lettness  of]  the  idea  of  this  man  having  been  deceived — that  parent. 
he  was  taught  to  believe  tliat  the  demand  would  be  given  up 
If  he  paid  that  money  to  atone  for  his  past  misconduct ;  that 
it  was  so  directly  the  reverse,  that,  at  the  very  time  of  his 
making  it,  Mr.  Hastings,  in  the  most  positive  and  distinct 
manner,  treated  him  thus — **  I  accept  this  as  an  atonement. 
If ow  I  pardon  you :  I  forgive  all  that  is  past ;  but  mark 
tlus — ^you  faithfully  promise  that  you  will  pay  obedience  to 
tliat  order  that  will   be  made  the  next  day  ui>on  you  for  a 
renewal  of  the  very  same  demand."     And  he  received  the 
most  solemn  assurances  that  he  would  faithfully  comply  with 
\t.     And  your  Lordships  will,  by-and-by,  see  that  the  whole 
eyidence  on  the  subject  proves  tlmt  to  be  the  nature  of  the 
transaction ;  that,  so   far   from  an    idea  being  held  out  to 
Cheyt  Sing  that  he  was  to  be  excused  from  the  demand  in 
future,  the  contrary   was  the  fact;    and  that  he  did   then 
seal  it  with  his  most  solemn  promise  that  all  his  past  dis- 
obedience should  be  corrected  in  future,  by  an  accurate  and 
fiuthful  compliance  with  the  orders  of  that  year. 

I  will  read  to  your  Lordships  the  passage  that  is  given  in 
evidence  to  prove  this  circumstance  by  the  prosecutors.  It 
will  be  found  in  the  printed  Evidence,  page  !)(!.  It  is  an 
extract  from  Mr.  Hastings'  Answer  in  the  House  of  Commons 
to  the  eighth  charge  : — 

"  I  beg  it  may  Imj  ob.scn'cd  tliat  the  first  of  these  presents  ^tw  received  Mr.  HMt« 

in  the  year  17^^^  at  a  time  when,  as  I  have  truly  said  to  the  I)irert*)r8,  *nw'»^*j- 

the  exif^ences  of  the  (ioveniment  were  my  own.  and  every  pressure  upon  An?werto 

it  rested  with  its  full  weight  u|>on  mv  mind.     Whenever  1  could  find  thnHouMof 
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'^mmunication.    I,  therefore,  take  the  liberty  of  saying,  that  i  Vab.i708. 
;"pon  this  account  of  it  there  appears  to  be  two  comuiis-  xwocom- 
^4NI0.      The  endeavour  to  procure  a  remission  of  the  s»b- JJ^^^Qh*  ^ 
.sdy   was    the  first    commission:     that   was    negatived    -it  ^lajjii*^ 

lie  first  conference.  The  offer  of  the  money  was  the  se- 
^Xod  commission,  after  a  full  intimation  to  Cheyt  Sing  that 
■  It.  Hastinsrs'  determined  intention  was  to  enforce  that  de- 
VHUid.     There  could  be,  therefore,  no  deception  on  Cheyt 

ting.  If  Cheyt  Sing  chose  to  atone  for  hia  past  opposition, 
••  I  oould  be  under  no  hope  of  the  future  relinquishment. 

But  it  does  not  rest  here,  because  there  is  other  evidence  PromiMof 
non  the  subject  to  show  clearly  that,  so  far  from  any  hope  S*oomp§^ 
ifling  entertained   by  Cheyt   Sing   of  a  remission  of  the  32JJl|Jj^ 
loiniind  upon  this  transacticm,  it  was  directly  the  reverse  ; 
Ittit  Cheyt  Sing  did  upon  this  occiision  i)romise  faithfully  to 
lomply  with  the  demand.     It  appears  clearly  from  Cheyt 
ibifpB  own  account  of  the  business,  in  his  own  defence,  after- 
MOrdfl,  when  he  speaks  of  what  had  })assed  with  Sadanund, 
liiii  he  did  upon  that  occasion  faithfully  promise  that  he 
iroald  in  future  comply  with  the  orders  of  the  Board. 

•■  For  this  reason," — savs  he — *'  I  sent  my  biixcy,  Sadanunrl,  to 
raiir  presence ;  enjoining  nim  to  represent  to  you  the  firmness  of  my 
jhedience  and  attachment,  to  lay  before  you  tlie  particulars  of  my 
rittoatioii,  and  to  learn  the  disposition  of  vour  mind  tnwards  me.  lie 
Vfived  accordingly  in  your  presence,  and  re])res('nted  evcr}'thing  in  a 
ytopCT  manner.  1  have  never  deviated  in  the  smallest  degree  from  these 
yrofesaions.*' 

It  appears,  therefore,  by  Cheyt  Sing  s  own  account  of  it, 
that  he  sent  down  Sadanund  to  make  professions  of  obe- 
dience and  attachment,  and  he  insists  upon  it  that  he  had 
never  deviated  from  them.  It  appean-*  also  that,  after  this  iVm«it  by 
demand  was  made,  in  the  year  17H(),  it  was  instantly  com-  o/aporiion 
municated  to  (-heyt  Sinjr,  and  Cheyt  Sing  then,  so  far  from  dLnuuid.  ' 
treating  it  as  a  thing  he  did  not  expect,  acts  as  a  man  would 
act  if  he  had  recently  made  the  promise  of  obedience,  by 
repeating  that  promise  in  a  letter  which  he  instiintly  wrote 
upon  the  subject,  and  by  showing  a  symptom  of  obedience 
etrongcr  than  he  had  ever  done  before,  namely,  by  paying 
the  sum  of  one  la<*  down,  or  in  a  very  few  days,  and  pro- 
mising to  pay  the  remainder  in  a  very  short  period  of  time. 
I  will  then  ask,  whether  it  is  probable,  if  Cheyt  Sing  had  a 
hope  for  a  remission,  and  had  by  this  sum  of  money  thought 
he  had  purchased  that  remission,  he  would  not  immediately, 
when  this  demand  was  notified  to  him,  have  tsaid — ^*  Why,  I 
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r.Aty  on  the  22(1  of  June,  1780,  he  proposes  another  demand  i  Mar.  1792. 
^1*1  Cheyt  Sing.    Who  arc  the  persons  present  then  ?    The  Ptoikymi  hy 
-  y  Hune  gentlemen — Mr.  Francis  and  Mr.  Wheler  again.  inJl*foT 
..flUng  a  majority  dissentient  to  Mr.  Ila.stings'  conduct — demlmdon 
who  were  opposing  him  at  that  time.     Mr.  Francis,  ^^y^  *\»if. 


_f  Wheler  and  Mr.  Hastings,  were  the  persons  present 
.Ml  the  22d  of  June,  1780.  The  proposition  is  in  the 
^li  pBge  of  the  printed  Evidence.     Mr.  Hastings  moved — 

;*TlMlt  Cheit  Sing  be  now  called  iii)()n  to  contribute  five  lacks,  as  his 
JM  of  the  cxpence  of  the  war  for  the  current  year." 

■«  What  opposition  is  made  to  this  motion  ?     Mr.  Francis  and  ^i^^\^^ 
JIL  Wheler  have  the  power  to  prevent  its  being  carried  ;  do  inci 
inr|irevent  it  ?    No !  they  agreed  to  the  Governor  General's  '  ^'     ^  ^^' 
ISdoiL   Not  a  syllable  of  objection  !    Not  a  hint,  not  a  word 

eped  of  there  being  anything  improper,  inexpedient  or  un- 
in  the  demand  !  We  have  also  the  unanimous  consent  of 
Hh  Council,  on  the  9th  of  July,  1 778,  qualified  in  that  way, 
tfroonsent  upon  the  17th  of  August,  the  consent  on  the  19th 
f^vljy  1779,  the  consent  to  the  letter  of  the  12th  of  June, 
ISO,  nnd  the  consent  on  the  22d  of  June,  1780.  Upon  all 
occasions  your  Lordships  see  that  what  I  have  stated 
upon  the  record,  with  resj)ect  to  the  conduct  of  all 
iS  members  of  the  Council  in  regard  to  this  demand. 

My  Lords,  upon  this  occasion,  the  first  letter  was  uj)on  the  liottorof  the 
IfM  of  July,  1780.  It  is  in  the  printed  Evidence,  page  03.  thoCounci?, 
||  18  a  letter  from  the  Kesident,  :\Ir.  Fowke  :--  2iJuiy.i78o. 

*■  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  '2'M\  ultimo,  I  have  demanded 
ilom  the  Rajah  Cheit  Sin^  [the  sum  of  five  lacks  of  Muchlidar  nipees, 
bllBi  proportion  of  the  burden  of  tlie  present  war  with  France.  The 
|i||ilh  naa  desired  me  to  inform  you  of  his  entire  sulnnissicm  to  your 
fOUiuundB.]  He  has  promised  to  }):iy  one  lack  of  this  amount  within  a 
■V  days.  I  shall  immediatrly  advise  your  honouralile  Board  of  the 
BOOpt  of  it,  and  shall  remit  it  upon  i]^v  most  advantageous  tenns  I  can 
IiImii.  I  shall  likewise  ur^e  the  Rajah  in  the  8tron<]rfHt  manner  ]>ossible 
the  utmost  expedition  in  the  discharj^e  of  the  remaininj;  part.*' 


fjpetn 


Your  Lordships  will  recollect  the  observations  I  made 
ipOD  that  letter,  to  sliow  his  early  jjromise  of  obedience. 

The  next  letter  from   the  KesicKnt   is  dated  the  5th  of  Another, 
Ikngust       It   is  not    in    print,    but   it   is  a    very    material  iJ'JdJjJ  1-^,^, 
after : — 

•*I  ha\'e  the  h<mour  to  enclose  (,'heit  Sinj^'s  answer  to  your  letter 
flBpectinff  the  subsidy,  which  I  received  >vith  Mr.  (Jolelirook's  letter  of 
he  28th  of  last  June.  'Ilie  Rajah  has  informed  me  of  the  re(|Uost  Cf)n- 
iincd  in  the  enclosed ;  he  has  desired  me  to  make  the  same  reniiest  on 
lis  pMi  in  ft  public  letter  to  the  Board." — This  alludes  to  the  letter  he 


Ti, 

Willi  n-I.tL-l     In     bU'    lii.-n, 

Fowko  UaJ   »i™j    huu  r 
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5^"''      Tuion.     Till 
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«yin(t.  I   think,   tbot   tlw 
U»  iipiia.-t  Iht?  trcaaurr; 
ti>D  trotuun/,  lUvy  cnula  tu 
in  Uiftt  ilirtrcn.  haviDj;  «u 
Itnd  Willi.      And.  having 
biM]  ihe  apjMim^acc  of  a  fior 

^^^  Smg  bail  [inid  |Hu-t  i.f  it  am 

"^'•^  Spi  find  Ihiit  Ibi!  Rosidei 
if  niiidi  afraid  lie  will  nu 
uddor  the  ot.-OMMly  of  linvl 
in  ord<!r  u.  wmp*-)  otimplin 
na  cipcctnlioti  of  receiving 
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.;•?.:  le  payment  of  the  Nabob  Saadet  Ally's  stipend,  and  have,  accords  i  Mar.1793. 
•  i-:     deducted  from  the  lust  inontlrs  ullowance  the  difference  of  batta,        — 
iu.  -t  sums  I  have  issued,  anionntiii;;  to  sicca  ni])ees  13,  519:1."^,  at  the 
i^.- ■  f  7  * 4a  fjcr  rr»/.     I  have  also  receivc<i  frnin  the  Rajah  one  lack  of 
^    By  in  part  {taynient  of  his  subsidy  :  and  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose 
„,..  aUls  of  exchan<{e  for  the  amount  of  these  two  sums,  drawn  as  per 
'  .' .apanying  invoice.     1  have  ur^i-d  tht*  Kajuluvery  stronfrlv,  to  com- 
f  ^     the  payment  of  his  subsidy  with  all  possible  expedition ;  ))ut  1  find 
' '  *.  detennined  to  make  no  further  payment  till  he  receives  an  answer 
'"/"  iarace,  transmitted  in  my  letter  of  the  oth  instant  to]  the  honourable 
*'^'.  Jovcmor  General." 

ri.  fow,  my  Lords,  what  Is  tliis  letter  to  which  he  will  have 
...answer  before  he  will  eoinply  with  the  demund?  The 
18  received  on  the  2l!«t  of  August,  1780,  and  it  is  in 
page.     He  say.s: 


^    Although  my  distressed  situation  must  be  known  to  you  from  all  Lcttorof 
"  aten,  notwithstandinff  I  have  been  afraid  to  rej)resent  it  to  you  my-  Jl'i^fl***"^* 
B  that  I  have  sold  my  house  and  borrowed  sums  of  money  from  which  allowance  of 


not  yet  released,  yet  in  obedience  to  your  orders  I  have  paid  one  ^""^*/%Pjjy" 
k  of  rui>ees  out  of  the  live  to  Mr.  Kowke,  and  shall  pay  the  other  four  alJISani 
months.     I  recpiest  you  will  send  directions  to  that  jrcntleman 


■How  me  that  time,  and  it  shall  be  punctually  paid  at  the  end  of  that 
You,  yourself,  nuist  be   convinced  that   I  have  no  aliilities  nor 
left." 


Gliat  ia  the  letter  which  Air.  Fowke  said  he  would  not 
A&otion  by  any  approbation  of  his  :  *'  knowing  " — said  he 
»  the  Raja — **  the  riche.-*  you  received  from  your  father, 
le  terms  uj)on  which  you  hold  this  country,  and  how 
pulcnt  you  are,  your  jdea  of  poverty  and  inability  must 
ppear  ridiculous.'  And  it  was  ])crfectly  ridiculous.  And, 
iotwithstanding  be  told  him  that  it  must  apjiear  ridiculous 
O  everybody,  yet  the  Kaja  writes  this  letter  as  an  apology  to 
Ur.  Hastings,  saying — **  you  yourself  must  be  convinced  I 
lave  no  abilities,  nor  resources  left."     Although  Mr.  Ha.»*t- Mr.  Hwt- 


nigs  had  toM  him,  in  an  antr<edent  letter,  in  a  letter  in  the  ["SJli^jyio- 
yeor  1779,  which  your  Lord^hip8  recollect  I  read — "your  ^Y*"*^"** 


gea  of  inability  is  futile,*'  yet  does  thi.s  person  write  this 
tter  to  Mr.  JIastings  on  the  lilst  of  August,  17S0,  the 
want  of  answer  to  which  he  makes  the  jdea  of  not  paying;  the 
money  he  had  promised  to  pay,  and  which  he  was  told  the 
Company  were  so  much  in  want  of;  and  he  is  told  this  letter 
must  appear  ridiculous  to  cvcrylxidy  that  reads  it.  and  he 
appeals  to  Mr.  Hastings  for  knowing  that  which  Mr.  Hast- 
ings had  expressly  told  him  was  futile.  What  are  we  to 
conceive  of  the  conduct  of  Cheyt  Sing  when  he  a<'ts  in  tlii.s 
manner,  urging  what  everybody  tells  hun  is  eviision  and 
falsehood?     AVhcn  he  is  pressed  to  pay  tbc  money  all  he 


titu. 

"  IMeiwI.  iJiu  Mr  KwA.  ^ 
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and  desiring  immediate  payment.  Upon  the  27th  of  i  Mailitm!. 
nber,  Mr.  Fowke  writes  to  the  Board  a  letter  that  Leturortho 
ijordBhips  will  find  in  the  printed  Evidence,  page  94 : —  {h?clj"m^, 

■tre  woeived  the  honor  of  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant  [and  have  ^^  ^'^^' 
1  jour  commands  to  the  Rajah.     lie  has  promised  to  discharge 
mat  of  his  subsidy,  being  rupees  2,5J,(KX),  in  the  course  of  a  few 
I  un  treating  witli  the  shroffs  for  a  remittance  to  Major  Camac, 
jjome  I  shall  be  able  to  effect  it  by  bills  from  them  in  the  whole 

liOrdfl,  it  appears,  therefore,  that  the  payment  of  this 
f  had  at  this  time — the  27th  of  September,  1780 — 
adaced  to  two  lacs,  53,000  rupees,  which  is  about  one  RjJJl^y 
'  of  the  whole,  and  that,  upon  the  intimation  given  to  woompkte 
r   the   appropriation  of  it  to  Major  Caniac,  he  had  ment^ 
W  promised  to  pay  the  remainder  in  a  few  days.  Upon 
fr.  Fowke  states  that  he  is  treating  with  the  sarrafs 
remittance  to  Major  Camac.     He  waits  for  the  Kaja 
lays  ;  and,  upon  the  5th  of  October,  he  writes  another 
ivhich  is  in  the  printed  Evidence,  page  95  — 

llink  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  inform  you,  that  the  Rajah,  not-  U^t^of  the 
Dding  his  solemn  assurances,  has  hitherto  j)aid  no  jwrt  of  the  ihc'oluiuSi 
I  of  His  subsidy,  specified  in  my  address  of  the  27th  ultimo,     lie  5(.>ct. 
Bmed  his  plea  of  inability,  and  I  ean  fonn  no  opinion  how  hm^  No  iM^-incnt 
think  proper  to  protract  the  payment."  iSSa.      ^*"' 

it  IB  the  representation  of  the  conduct  of  this  faithful 
ttached  man,  on  the  oth  of  October,  1780,  by  Mr. 
e,  the  Resident ! 

•  Lfords,  after  there  had  been  these  two  complaints  of 
»y  Mr.  Fowke — t!ie  first  followed  by  a  censure  upon 
uid  now  a  seccmd  complaint  made  upon  the  subject — 
»oard  come  to  that  mejisure  which  is  the  subject  of 
dvcrsion  in  the  Article — "  that  he  did,  by  similar  and 
rigorous  means,  and  particularly  by  the  threats  of  a 
r  10,000/.,  extort  the  j)aynient  of  the  like  sum  of  five 
My  Lords,it  was  in  consequence  of  this  conduct 
;he  meai<ure  I  am  now  going  to  state  was  adojtted  at 
iBBultation  on  the  26th  of  October,  1780.  The  j>ersons  ooiwuiiat 
it  were  Mr.  Hastings,  Mr.  Francis,  Mr.  Wheler;  SirjJyJJ*^^- 
Coote  absent  on  service.  Here  tlieu,  .again,  u|)on  the 
rf  October,  1780,  Mr.  Francis  and  Mr.  Wheler  form 
ajority — 

mernor  General — *  Such  an  instance  of  conteinj)t  shown  l)y  the  ^^JjTi 
of  Benares  to  the  authority  of  this  (lovcrnnient,  at  a  time  in  which  by  Mr.HMt- 
ility  and  ^^ratitude  for  the  many  obhgations  which  he  owes  to  it  ^^i^  »f  the 
to  have  prompted  him  to  make  a  voluntary  tender  of  that  aid  il^[****"^'* 


urn 
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What  u  upon  tlu*  ooa 
jTrvLZit  cv  nnd  Mr.  Wbclcr  coos 
h^WMH.  *■  the  yene  1779,  oppoMC 
Fimncu  tiai)  in  th&t  vear  I 
ncMson  wtu  mmeeej— ly. 
BUMare.  IXi  tlwy  orati 
menta  ru»p«:^iig  Chert  S 
Id  have  m.»unK>  to  tbtw 
•un,  if  llicj-  (ImI,  they  w( 
iIbIj  to  hava  uriven  erery  ; 
WW  toearrj-  into  Gxei:utii 
iBUuL  when?  th«  person  hi 
ir,  ttad  wbtTv  it  hafj  tW 
t'gur«c  (o  n)«amra»  not  on 
1  )o  thcT.  thi!n,  in  Joint  op( 
tTSUi  opp-tec  ihU  mcuisar 
witli  ifac  ftdtlitxHial  ciivtu 
itwd,  but  of  ft  fine  fiir  the  | 
My  Liirdi',  in  tho  priol 
liieae  wonfa, — 

"  I  mjiiiaer,  iimai{h  I   faoM 
Philip  fimadi  uu)  Kdwwd  ^'bd 
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hem  a  knowledge,  by  the  records  of  the  Company,  of  i  Mab^tw. 

m  disobedience,  here  acquiesce  in  the  proposition  of 

'his  past  disobedience ;  hoping  the  threat  will  do,  but, 

ireat  will  not  do,  then  the  measure  is  to  be  carried 

cation. 

•ore  it  will  not  be  said  that  they  acquiesced  in  it, 

\g  that  it  was  to  be  threatened  only  and  not  to  be 

ir  nothing  can  be  so  mischievous  as  to  threaten  what 

lot  mean  to  execute — what  you  think  is  wrong.     To 

I  to  do  an  act  of  injustice  is  the  worst  of  injustice. 

mnd  in  charity  to  believe,  that  they  thought  the 

rin  question  to  be  just  and  necessary,  when  it  was 

'  threatened  to  be  done,  but  when  it  was  acquiesced 

e  manner  I  have  stated.     Upon  this  they  all  agree  to 

the  Resident ;  and  your  Lordships  will  see  the  strong:  L«ttorfroin 

I.'  I.  xu  n  X     ^1  ^  the  Council 

L  which  they  all  concur  as  to  the  measure  necessary  tothePrwi- 
!(^ted  with  respect  to  the  llaja  : —  ***"*• 

are  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant  [informing  us  that 
,  notwithstanding  his  solemn  assurances,  has  hitherto  paid  no 
le  balance  of  his  subsidy  specified  in  your  address  of  toe  27th 
lial  he  had  resumed  his  ])lea  of  inability,  and  that  you  could 
Npinion  how  long  he  might  think  proper  to  protract  the  payment. 
luct  of  the  Rajah  seems  to  us  without  excuse.  We  direct, 
that  you  demand  instant  payment  of  the  balance  due  of  his 
•nd,  if  he  shall  not  have  discharged  it  at  the  time  of  your 
this  letter,  that  you  exact  from  him,  in  the  name  of  the  Board, 
IT  sum  of  one  lack  of  rupees,  as  a  fine  for  his  [)ast  disobedience, 
e  the  compliance  due  to  our  authority,  and  to  the  payment  of 
required  of  him,  we  have  given  orders  that  the  battalions  at  the 
earest  to  Benares  should  march  immediately  to  that  place,  and 
ach  directions  as  may  hereafter  be  transmitted  to]  the  officer 
ing  there." 

at  the  same  time  write  a  short  letter  to  General 


» • 


ig  had  lat«  occasion  to  be  much  dissatisfied  with  the  conduct  of  and  to 
of  Benares  towanls  this  (lovernment,  in  withholding  the  pay-  J^  *****" 
he  amount  due  from  him  as  his  'subsidy,  we  think  it  neccs- 
irect,  and  do  direct,  you  to  issue  orders  to  the  commanding 
khe  battalions  at  the  stations  nearest  lo  Benares  to  march  imme- 
that  place,  and  wait  such  further  orders  as  may  hereafter  be 
id  to  them.'* 

J  are  letters  signed  by  them  all,  in  which  they  do,  in  Thoir  disap- 
t  clear  and  explicit  terms,  express  their  strong  disap-  l^hMt  sing"* 
n  of  the  conduct  of  tliis  person,  and  of  the  neces-  «*"^***^- 
laving  recourse  to  the  measures  then  directed,  which 
ide  necessary  by  the  contumacy  and  disobedience  of 
iing. 
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4](NTINUATI0N  OF  THE  SPEECH  OF  THOMAS 
^'PLUMER,  ESQ.,  COlTs^SEL  FOR  MR.  HASTINGS, 
5j"iN  DEFENCE  UPON  THE  FIRST  ARTICLE  OF 
i-^THE  CHARGE,  RELATING  TO  BENARES;  24  Apiul, 
1,1782. 

nMt  Lords, — It  is  not  without  some  degree  of  apprehen-  24  Apr.  1792. 

Saad  uneasiness  that  I  find  myself  under  the  necessity 
pun  appearing  at  your  Lordships'  bar,  to  solicit  the  con- 
HMnoe  of  your  Lordships'  attention  to  the  defence  of 
jbv  Hastings  upon  the  first  Article  of  the  Impeachment. 
yiliy  Lords,  called  upon  as  I  was  by  the  duty  assigned  to  Apology  fbr 
Itf  (to  offer  a  particular  defence  to  this  Churge,  professing  to  "nMiiwe?' 
iKtain  a  long  series  of  acts  of  inhumanity,  injustice,  tyranny,  tlfa^JjIT. 
^pnflBion,  breach  of  faith,  violence  and  bloodshed,  it  «ip- 
lared  to  be  my  indispen^^able  duty  to  follow  the  Charge 
■rough  the  whole  of  that  series,  and  that  I  could  not 
roperly  discharge  my  duty  to  your  Lordships,  to  the  prose- 
itOT  and  to  Mr.  Hastings,  if  I  omitted  to  julvert  to  ea<*h 
r  those  measures  in  the  order  in  which  the  Charge  affixes 
ult  to  them,  namely,  in  the  motive,  in  the  object,  in  the 
ftture  and  quality  of  them.  But,  my  Lords,  the  pursuit  of 
lia  plan  has  drawn  me  into  an  unexpected,  and  what,  I  fear, 
ill  nave  appeared  to  your  Lordships  somewhat  tedious,  per- 
lexity,  so  that  I  am  now  under  some  difficulty  to  determine 
I  what  mode  I  can  properly  discharge  the  remainder  of  my 
Xltjf  lest  I  should,  on  the  one  hand,  seem  to  trespass 
K>  much  on  your  Lordships'  attention  by  continuing  the 
ime  mode  of  investigation,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  neglect 
Ult  part  of  the  duty  which  is  imposed  upon  me,  and  seem  to 
e  shrinking  from  that  full  and  close  investigation  of  the 
ibject  which  I  cannot  but  feel  it  the  interest  of  Mr.  Hast- 
igs  to  provoke. 

My  Lords,  under  these  circumstances,  I  hope  I  shall  not  Jh^i^J^' 
e  thought  to  abandon  any  part  of  the  duty  that  I  have  to  iMrtofthe 
iacharge,  if  I  should  presume  to  consider  some  parts  of  this   ^'^* 
!harge  as  not  seeming  tf)  require  the  same  minuteness  of 
iBCussion  that  the  others  do.      I  mean  in  particular,  my 
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^-That  is    the   requisition:    it   then  states  that  he  after  mips.  itm. 


luted 
lity 


'i^mdet  pretence  and  colour  of  the  said  resolution  of  the  Board,  did  ]>er- 
^  iptorily  and  arl)itrarily  demand  from  the  said  Rajah  2,(X)0  cavalry, 
J'^iieli  demand  was  afterwards  reduced  to  some  other  numher,  but  with- 
.  A  any  offer  of  payin^j:  for  the  same,  althoiiprh  the  said  Rajah  was  not 
-  VUDd  to  keep  up  any  cavalry,  and  for  whatever  number  he  furnished  for 
^TjeKTvice  of  the  East  India  Company  he  was  to  be  paid  at  the  rate 
*  .raadgr  stated." 

.,  This  ia  the  whole  of  the  paragraph.  Your  Lordships  will 
^  boerve  that  this  measure,  like  the  rest^  is  made  criminal  in 
Jaspect  of  the  motive  being  malice  and  a  design  to  ruin  Chey  t 
^Big  ;  but  the  nature  and  quality  of  its  being  unjust  is  in 
"eqpeot  to  his  not  being  under  any  obligation  to  keep  up  any 
,  hnbcy,  and  that  this  requisition  was  made  notwithstanding 
,lw  receipt  of  a  bribe  or  present  from  him,  and  that  it  was 
'Ak>  under  pretence  and  colour  of  the  requisition  that  a  sub- 
ibqnent  demand  was  made  upon  him. 

All  the  evidence  that  has  been  given  upon  this  subject  is 
ioiltained  in  the  page  I  Iiave  referred  your  Lordships  to^  and 
bODmBta  merely  of  the  proposition  itself;  and,  therefore,  if  it  be  impute 
ii.pn>po8ition  of  the  nature  stated,  it  is  supposed  that  it  affords  j^Mtfio* 
initiinflic  evidence  of  its  own  malignity,  and  that  the  bare  *'*''"»"<*• 
•faitement  of  the  evidence  upon  the  subject  proves  the  malice 
AbI  suggested  it.      If  the   measure   itself  affords   intrinsic 
eiddence  of  the  bad  motive  for  it,  it  would  equally  do  so 
with  respect  to  all   the  persons  who  concurred  in  it ;    but 
it  appears  from  the  evidence  before  your  Lordships  that 
the  proposition  in  question  was  an  unanimous  resolution  by 
all  the  members  of  the  Board ;    the  persons  present  being 
Mr.  Hastings,  Mr.  Francis  and  Mr.  Wheler.       The  latter  thc demand 
two  membei-8  of  the  IJoard,  your  Lordships  will  recollect,  jJ^^MHSai 
had  in  a  former  year  lnterpo^?ed  on  behalf  of  Cheyt  Sing,  ^^«^^^i^ 
and  objected  to  t^onie  of  the  prior  demands^  but  throughout 
the  whole  of  this  year  they  did  not  make  any  objection  either 
to  this  or  to  any  of  the  other  demands  which  were  made  upon 
the  Raja  in  the  course  of  it. 

But  it  is  supposed  that  this  measure  was  peculiarly  the  xot  to  be 
measure  of  Mr.  Hastings,  because  it  is  stated  that  Mr.  Hast-  ?"Mr!*Mit- 
ings  moved  and  carried  the  pro[)08ition.     Now,  if  any  par- *"»*  »***"»^' 
ticular  force  or  stress  is  meant  to  be  laid  upon  these  words, 
I  shall  only  observe  that  their  a]>plication  to  the  present 
measure  is  a  little  unfortunate  ;  because  it  appears,  upon  the 
evidence  I  have  referred  your  Lordships  to,  that  the  obvious 
propriety  of  this  measure  was  such  as  to  produce  the  unani- 
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11  that  part  of  it  is  omitted  !  2*aph.i792. 

B^  i  the  next  place,   it  is  stated  that  this  was  criminal,  Answer  to 
'-■  -'-iiiae  the  Raja  was  not  bound  to  keep  up  any  cavalry.     I  uJTn^t'ho 
fi  •  not  now  going  to  trouble  your  Lordships  with  a  repetition  J^nd^to 
??£  Jie  discussion  of  the  right  to  make  this  demand ;  I  con-  i(«^r>  up 
■£.::«e  thia  to  fall  under  the  general  head  that  I  liave  already 
a:r.SiiHed — the  right  of  the  sovereign  to  call  for   military 
i^-.-ivtance  from  one  of  his  subjects  in  a  time  of  war.     I 
2::  ait  that  the  Baja  was  not  bound  to  keep  up  any  cavalry, 
l^'^i  I  do  not  conceive  it  to  be  a  consequence  of  that,  that 
\^W  not  bound  to  furnish  out  of  that  force  which  he  actually 
^; Jn  Icoep  up — that  he  voluntarily  chooses  to  keep  up.  If  he  is 

jhilillm  to  keep  up  a  military  establishment,  which  can  be 
Jfti  up  for  no  good  purpose  but  to  act  against  the  public 

4Hliy  in  a  time  of  war — I  say,  if  he  does  keep  up  a  military 
\  faihuBhment,  he  should  be  liable  to  be  called  upon  to  assist 
'  Idi  that  military  establishment  against  the  common  enemy  ; 
*  l^t  therefore,  though  he  was  not  bound  to  keep  it  up,  and 
'  jngh  he  did  in  fact  refuse  when  we  proposed  to  him  that 
Wl^  should  be  disciplined  and  officered  by  British  officers, 
'j«k  he  did  keep  up  this  force,  and  he  kept  it  up  in  part 
lltfadestinely,  as  I  shall,  by  and  by,  show  your  Lordships,  but 
im  did  keep  a  body  of  3,000  horse ;  and  it  then  became  a 
vneonabic  requisition  upon  him,  as  I  conceive,  if  the  occa- 
pon  called  for  it,  that  we  should  be  assisted  by  such  part  of 
iHit  cavalry  as  he  could  spare. 

My  Lords,  another  circumstance  stated  was,  that  whatever  Amwtion 
lie  did  furnish  he  was  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  rupees  t^**^!?' 
ler  man,  per  month,  at  the  time  of  their  acting  in  our  service.  JJ^ 
it  seems  to  be  entirely  forgotten  that  that  made  a  part  of  the  ^^^ 
rhole  proposition  which  was  altogether  rejected  by  the  Raja 
—that,  if  he  would  consent  to  be  at  the  expense  of  main- 
nining  a  standing  force  to  the  amount  proi)Oscd  of  2,000 
■(Talry,   in  that  case  we   would,  when    we   wanted   their 
nryice,  pay  an  additional  sum  of  fifteen  rui)ees  per  month. 
)ut  when  the  Raja  altogether  rejected  that,  I  am  at  a  loss 
o  know  how  it  can  now  be  stated  as  a  subsisting  obligation 
qpon  us  to  pay  the  fifteen  rupees  per  month ;   for  if  he 
rould  not  comply  with  his  part,  neither  cim  it  be  incumbent 
ipon  us  to  perform  that  which  was  only  the  consideration  for 
be  other.  • 

I  shall,  therefore,  consider  the  right  of  the  British  Go- 
mrnment  to  demand  this  aid  to  be  estiiblished  if  a  proper 
Kication  offered  for  enforcing  it    The  question  then  will  be, 
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""-  I  of  September,  in  the   yejir  1780,   happened   another  21  afb.  1702. 

—  mitjt  the  severest  check  that  the  British  army  ever 
:  ~  srienccd  in  India,  I  mean  the  defeat  of  Colonel  BaillieV 
-i^nbhment;  in  which,  your  Lordships  will  recollect,  every 
..  lof  that  imfortimate  detachment,  with  the  rcinforcenieni. 

,  a  Colonel  Fletcher,  was  either  cut  to  pieces,  wounded 

—  taken  prisoner,  consisting  of  a  very  considoniblc  ix)rtion 
.  tlie   whole   of  our  force  upon  that  establishment.     The 

, .  ITS  of  this  event  arrived  at  Benii^nl  about  the  22d  or  23d 
'.    September,  1780.     Your  Lordships  will  permit  me  to  i/«'ttorofsir 
Jjte  very  shortly  a  letter  which  was   written    upon   that  ankingVw** 
from    Sir   Edward    Iludies   to   the   (jovernmont,  **»^*»»«'« 


'jplying  to  them  for  assistance,  which  led  to  the  measures 

'tt  were  afterwards  taken,  one  of  which  was  the  particular 

'  euure  that  I  am  now  adverting  to.     Sir  I'Mward  Hughes, 

.liis  letter  to  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  dated  the 

Ithof  September,  1780,  after  stating  some  of  the  circum- 

preceding,  says, — 


*  On  that  day  it  n'as  [f^reatly  feared  some  untoward  accident  had  pre- 
■itod  the  junction  of  a  large  detachment  of  Kun)|>cans  and  sepoyn, 
Jider  the  command  of  Lieut.-Col.  Haillie,  with  the  army  under  the 
OUluuid  of  Sir  Hector  Munro  ;  sorry  am  I  to  tell  you  that  last  ni}{ht*8 
Anoet  from  the  army  have  given  certainty  of  the  (lestructi(m,  not  only 
a  the  whole  of  Lieut.-Colonel  Baillic^d  detachment,  hut  also  of  a 
einforcement  sent  to  support  it,  consisting  of  all  the  Kuroju'an  grenadicr.s 
nd  light  infantr}',  and  all  the  sepoy  grenadi(  r:»  of  the  army,  making 
naether  more  than  400  Kuropeans,  and  3,000  si'jHiys  with  ahout  oi) 
mcers;  and,  in  consetpience  of  this  disa-^ter,  th.e  army  undrr  Sir  Hector 
lAnnro  has  retreated  to  (.!hingla]mt  on  its  rout  to  the  mount  in  great 
rent  of  e%Tr}'thing,  and  as  the  report  is,  having  Xa^X:  the  whoh;  of  their 
■onon  and  haggage.  In  short,  sir  and  gentlemen,  as  fiu*  as  my  knowledge 
if  land  service  assists  me,  it  a])pe:irs  to  me,  that,  under  the  ))resent 
UCUmstanccs,  and  with  all  the  force  this  Presidency  can  possildy  liring 
nto  the  field,  they  will  be  in  no  conditicm  to  face  the  enemy,  unless  you 
lend  them  a  large  and  timely  reinforcement  of  troops.  Nor  will  troops 
llone  sai^e  this  sinking  settlement,  for  1  am  assured  hy  the  (lovernor 
liai  they  have  no  money  in  the  trcasuri-,  nor  any  evident  means  of 
ttwing  it,  in  any  projKirtion  adequate  to  their  i)resent  exigencies.  Under 
iH  these  circumstances,  I  trust  you  will  not  think  me  im|K)rtunate,  if  I 
ivooimnend  to  your  most  serious  crnisi deration  the  inunineiit  danger 
liere  is  of  the  loss  of  the  (*ompany*s  very  valuable  possessions  on  this 
souty  unless  you  give  them  that  effectual  and  timely  succour  of  men  and 
)gOOm  at>8olutely  necessary  to  save  them,  for  the  iiresent  force  with 
Hyaer  Ally  is  not  all  they  have  to  contend  witii.  I  have  not  a  doui>t 
mX  a  very  large  YM>dy  of  n^gular  troops  wdl,  hy  some  means  or  other, 
be  acnt  to  Hydtr's  assistanee.  Stnmgly  impn'ssed  as  I  am  with  this 
sertainty,  and  the  {M)ssibility  and  even  pn)l)ahility  that  the  French  may 
bring  a  superior  naval  force  into  these  seas,  I  think  it  my  indisixmsable 
inty  to  warn  you,  sir  and  gentlemen,  of  the  evident  necessity  there  now 
ucitts  to  guard,  not  only  the  Company  *8  territories  on  this  coast,  but 
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id.     In  the'  last  place,  to  propose  a  pence  with  the  24Apa.t7W. 
tea.      [He    adds,]    "  The   Commander-in-Chief  will 
ildi  a  plan  for  the  distribution  of  our  troops  and  our 

riarrangements  as  appertain  to  his  separate  j)ro\incc." 
^    brought   forward   on   his   part   the  measures   that 
id  to  him  immediately  necessary,  Mr.  Hastings  siig- 
^that  there  would  be  a  necessity  to  provide  for  the 
Et  die  Company  would  sustain  of  a  part  of  its  military 
hment     He  refers  it  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  to 
i^  of  the  proper  distribution  of  force,  consequent  upon 
Aachment  being  sent   away,  and  upon   the  further 
ea  that  were  about  to  be  in  agitation.    In  consequence  Pinoppsaiof 
i  Sir  Eyre  Coote  next  day  lays  before  the  Board   acootcto 
iplan  for  the  distribution  of  the  force  in  the  upper  JSJIuJ^  of^ 
;  and,  as  a  part  of  that  plan.  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  from  ^**^y*  ***"K' 
',  BU^ests  it  as  a  proper  measure  that  Cheyt  Sing 
be  c^ed  upon  for  a  thousand  cavalry,  to  assist  in  the 

defence.  The  measure,  therefore,  which  is  8U|)- 
O  originate  in  the  personal  malice  of  Mr.  Hastings  to 

Sing,  Mr.  Hastings  has  not  even  this  merit  of  ori- 
f  in,  for  it  was  first  suggested  by  the  Commander- 
sf,  in  consequence  of  a  reference  to  him  to  do  what 
lined  to  his  office,  namely,  to  distribute  and  consider 

proper  force  to  be  established,  in  the  then  state  of 

Eyre  Cootei  states  that  wc  had  only  two  regiments  of 
r.  He  had,  upon  the  14ih  of  September,  and  upon 
Ith  of  September  preceding,  suggested  the  necessity 
ras  for  protecting  the  Behar  province,  exi)osed  as  it 
>m  the  open  nature  of  it  to  invasion  of  the  Mahrattas. 
9ur  Lordships  will  recollect  tliat,  at  that  period  of  time, 
vas  hanging  upon  the  province  in  that  government  an 
rf  30,000  horse — the  Berar  army — which,  notwith- 
ig  all  their  friendly  professions,  still  created  some 
of  apprehension  lest  they  might  act  otherwise,  as 
light,  at  any  day,  bu^^st  upon  our  pn)vince8  and  lay 
the  whole  of  them.  Sir  Eyre  Coote  proposed  to  i^«nft>fpfo- 
t  the  Behar  province  by  bringing  the  only  two  nrovincoof 
nts  of  cavalry  that  we  had  ;  but,  conceiving  that  that  ***^**"- 
irould  not  be  sulficicnt  for  the  purpose  in  the  then 
f  affairs,  he  adds, — 

e  two  regiments  of  cavalry  to  l)c  ordered  down  there  to  be  joined 
battalions  of  sepoys,  the  third  company  of  artillery  from  the 
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lent  to  Madras,  as  soon  as  the  state  of  the  roads  ukn.vtvL 
\  of  It,  and  an  answer  had  come  from  the  Berar 
hen  he  proposes  that,  with  respect  to  infantry,  an 
lunild  be  made  by  new  recruits  to  supply  the 
was  now  sent,  but  refers  to  General  Stibbert  as 
raid  be  necessary  on  that  subject.     And  your 
ill  find  that  in  the  letter  of  General  Stibbert,  Letter  of 
Lordships  inquired  aflcr  when  this  subject  was  ben. 
but  which  the  Managers  did  not  conceive  to 
inection  with  this  business  :  yet  it  does  appear  to 
1  with  this  subject,  because  it  was  in  consequence 
General  Stibbert,  upon  the  28th  and  29th  of 
BO,  suggests  his  opinion  that  the  proposition  of 
Krte  for  bringing  down  the  force  of  the  upper 
rotect  us  below  could  not  safely  be  carried  into 
ecause  of  a  new  danger  that  was  communicated 
letter  sent  from  Major  Bristow,  who  was  at  one 
hernmost  stations  [Daranagur],  which  is  next  a  Apprehen- 
)le  called  the  Sikhs,  and  in  which  Major  Bristow  TMion  or 
►preliensions  of  an  invasion  from  them,  that  the       "* 
*  the  Ganges  offered  a  fair  opportunity  for  them 
r  and  commit  depredations  in  that  part  of  the 
1  that,  therefore,  there  would  be  an  occasion  for 
rather  than  a  reduction  in  that  quarter. 
Stibbert  suggests  the  necessity  of  it ;  he  objects  Objection  to 
»ed  mode  of  reinforcement  by  recruits  that  it  "*    **" 
c  or  eight  months  before  recruits  would  be  fit  for 
I  he  suggests  that  some  other  mode  should  bo 
iierefore,  upon  the  3d  of  November,  upon  reading  ReioiutioM 
again  under  this  state  of  affairs,  they  csune  to  Council  to 
esolutions ;  one  of  which  is  to  provide  for  the  «^^of 
efence  of  the  northern  stations,  by  calling  upon  ^**^  **"*• 
Wazir  to  require  of  Fyzula  Khan  his  quota  of 
g,  ns  they  imagined  it,  5,000  horse,  to  assist  in 
of  the  upper  stations  ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  they 
>  desire  the  Ciovemor  General  to  write  to  Cheyt 
uire  such  part  of  the  cavalry  actually  entertained 
!e  as  he  could  spare  for  the  service  of  the  British 

8,  this  is  the  history  of  the  present  measure  ;  and 

flips  are  now  to  pronounce  upon  it — whether  it 

a  private  malice  and  a  design  to  ruin  Cheyt  Sine:,  Themwwiro 

the  measure  was  not  a  natural  consequence  ot  the  bTthe»tate 

of  affairs — was  the  result  of  the  operations  of  <>'**'^ 


^^^^^^^H          1  fwipe,  thorclore,  VVPI 
■                                wl^jwcy  ia  tfac  tnotfVt't 
2rS^  I  «f>pfvL*od    ro  t>a«c  «1hhi 
■MMrwliUle  <lan<;c(  tJi»t  iM..    rf.vi- 
*^^  Clwjt  Sing.     A, 
tlrtt  tuch  mc- 
111.-  min  of  CI,. 

liuaU)  liiui    tox   .udt  j«ni  . 
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atlrnilrf}  wirfi  nuf  «tch  cotu 
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riMu..vi-ii  Mj  au  lo  opunUe  mu 
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iMk.:  pW*  wbich  uthcnghtl 
fur  tht  [.ulilic  ■ntescat.'' 
AMteiM       With  nwpect  lo  thora  bat 
grS"     <«  P»y  fcr  tbcm.  indeed   tbu 
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',  by  anything  that  is  stated,  that  that  would  not  2iApn.i7r«2. 

taken  into  consideration  by  the  Board,  and  every 

mble  provision  made. 

.  ;  what  was  the  conduct  of  Cheyt  Sing  in  consequence?  5^5"//!"5fi,^J 

f^ordships  will  find  that  the  demand  was  conuuunicated 

tti  in  a  letter  from  the  Governor  Cxcncral,  and,  likewise, 

Hknicated  to  him  in  a  letter  written  in  the  name  of  the 

J   to  the  then  Resident,  Mr.  Fowkc,  requiring  him  to 

..  i  tlie  demand  in  the  terms  that  I  have  stated.  Mr.  Fowkc 

r  $  'that  he  did  make  the  demand  upon  him,  and  that  he 

'ilBelivered  it  upon  the  2d  of  December,  1780.     Your 

JMIiipn  will  find,  that  appears  from  a  letter  of  the  16th  of 

littiDer,  in  which  he  states  fourteen  days  to  have  elapsed 

Jtoouent  to  his  delivering  a  parwana.     He  states,  upon 

^tn  of  December,  that  he  had  explained  the  demand  to 

Kt   Sing ;  that  he  had  obviated  any  apprehensions  that 
lild  have  of  its  being  converted  into  a  permanent  im- 
Hon ;  had  told  him  that  the  service  would  be  ro(|uired 
Jftim  force  no  longer  than  the  continuance  of  the  present 
b1      He  states  that  he  had  not  then  received  any  answer  Nogiwis  to 
UC  him.     Yonr  Lordships  will  find  that  this  person,  called  allnmnd.  f»r 
kp    by  his  duty,  bound  by  his  tenure,  to  afford  us  this  ^  moKuiT  **' 
iiitaxicey  remains  silent  in  that  perilous  exigency  of  the 
iia(|mny*8  aflfairs,  without  giving  any  answer  even  to  the 
ifanid  to  know  what  he  could  spare ;  that  he  remained  a 
itAB  month  without  sending  any  answer  to  it  at  all  !     And 
Mnr  Lordships  will  think  that  pretty  extraordinary  on  the 
trt  of  Cheyt  Sing,  when  he  did  in  his  own  letter,  tliat  is 
^KMod  to  be  such  a  model  of  submi.ssion,  accuse  Mr.  Hast- 
jgB  of  delay  in  answering  his  letters — his  shuffling,  preva- 
oatingj  letters,  when    he  for  a  whole  month,   in  a  time  of 
srilouB  war,  gives  no  answer  to  that  which  required  imme- 
iate  answer,  not  only  as  to  the  requisition,  but  also  to  know 
1i«t  he  could  spare  I 

My  Lords,  it  does  not  rest  merelv  there,  but  vour  Lord-  ('ompiniutof 
tfpa  will  find  that  Mr.  Fowke,  tlie  Resident, '  had  gnat  |;i^Y^*'" ' 
naon  to  suspect  his  conduct  to  be  j)remeditated ;  that  he  ^'^****'"^- 
oapected  there  was  design  in    these  delays ;   and  that  he 
rand  it  necessary  to  make  complaints  to  the  Board  of  the 
onduct  that  this  jKirson  was  observing,  in  the  same  manner 
a  every  Resident  had  found  it   necessary  to  complain  of  his 
onduct,  from  the   b(»ginning  of  the  war,    with  respect   to 
very  demand  that  the  Government   made  uinm  him.     Mr. 
rowke  states — 


/v/« 


I  the  Firit  Ckar^ — Bn 


SaSJ- 


(Mfwwtfw,  rt^akuitf  U>  know  ibe  number  af  hm  km 
ibUck  fur  the  l^tiupan/'t  •mvick.      I  hmm   f<w|u«Mly  pin 
•n  matutt,  whidi  h*  rantJniuJI;  •Ictaji,  mi>1,  jl  •ftfwMitQ  - 

Mj  LurtU,  uur  ilUtr&u,  iostcat]  o(  mducing  Cli«ftSigU 
M>>oMnte  in  o»r  derontio.  hnd  a  cuatntrv  eSevt  upoa  UoHirf 
he  tllii  eucouraue  thu  nmbitiuua  and  i^iolud  liopv.  vhkb h 
Kun  kncrvtnnli  atttiniili-J  to  cxeuuU^  hy  bid  ruUlliiM.  Bt 
Wat  nt  tUul  tiiiw  eiimuru'fcd  to  act  the  [lart  h«  Oid  bjr  vidvl 
spirits  tluit  WLTD  at  wurk.  wad  tluvt,  nrtL-rwiinl«.(D>lotKfcnk 
with  luDi  in  tbc  nbcllion  to  endntvuar  to  dntnjr  ihl 
BritUli  (iiiTorouiGDt  in  tluit  qiuirtcr  oi'  tfic  (flobc.  iW  b 
WM  induoetl  to  act  lite  luirl  lie  did  bv  wickad lulrice,  bt  bM 
proiHiw.-*  of  aasUlanctf  by  n  neiglibouting  pourbT,  •mi  0/  » 
<(tH--rali(i»  in  the  rvbclliun — wlitu  thul  aubjeci  oiuw  » 
b«  n  ninttvr  of  diiH.'u»*iiin,  I  undertake  10  pmve  Ui  yiW 
LunUbt[M.  I  mean  tb«.-  Prinooac^e  uT  Oudc  HIkh  ifl  Ik 
cridencfl  upun  tint  subject  ia  broiiglil  rurvranl,  ruur  Lari 
sUi|w  will  eoi!  hitiT  clL-orW,  la  erery  jhu-I  of  it,  it  Itaii  t) 
ojilabltih   the  fact  tltat  the)'   did    act  in  the  1     '  ■  -- 


r.  IhSuu. 


numioitcd  III  ]fr.  Ibct' 


Chuyl  Siujj  upim  thut  oiv^auoii. 

Yuiir  LonUhiiu  will  And  thnt,  prior  tti  tluU  biMiiQf 
ie  a  lettvr  llint  furniilic*  a  clue  to  tbc  conduct  »f  Ch' 
upon  thiti  iicc3>ian,  whidi  in  upoa  yuut   Ijijrdfihi]j«'  1 
nnd  which,  lu  it  ut  s  ahtirt  one,  I  will   b*!g  jm 
tttlcDlion  to.    It  i<  in  jii^c  18S.     It  i«  a  Imtcr  fi\>ii 
four,  nddrcaaGd  to  Kr.  tListingj. : — 

" Sir, nboat Uw nunUli ( J NumnWr  Inat,  lo 

lum  ihn  Hihalum  nt  »  o^iivmmtion  Mill  la  h»  c  p«iwd  Letaon  la^ 
(.lial  Sing  tad  Saadul  Allr,  ui<.l  nUicli  tru  ivimitihI  to  ok  f.7  ■  {«>■ 
in  wlii*B  I  hurt  tiitn*  mmAdmcF.  [Thr  mode  of  i^nrnniUi^iaf  A* 
tnM&ffnMa  1  Wt  oMiKtv  t<i  Mr.  MBrfcham.  In  tfaia  ^lamwtiun.  •UM 
WM  prima,  llio  R^^li  ud  iiaadut  Ally  wen;  aHtd  m  h«n  lrili<^ 
Itjder  ADj'i  rirtnrjr  oret  Cuhmd  Bftilio  ■  detaclunait,]  tu  liar*  t^ 
Ihjtt  Iki-v  inif[1il  tu  wlio  ittia  appununtt]-  iif  oiiusullilic  tneir  una  ~RMM> 
nnd  til  linre  dflennhMd  lo  waleti  llic  sur«m  of  II;(W*  lau.  5« 
dafi  >n<!r  Ikiit  caiiv«tMti<7ii  WM  aotil  to  bore  hapfKiwd.  I  rat  atyami 
by  iliR  MOM  pftwtn  diBt  Uin  Riuab  liad  mc)%-nl  a  mmnir  ft« m*^ 
the  Krinunt  of  Fj'ub'Ml— I  tliOiJt  it  WW  IWira  Snjab  OoaUi'*  aidl^ 
ailmintt  biiii  tiiit  tn  tvmylf  •rilb  tbfi  dr.niu)ds  of  U<mnuiiaii  af 
roonurairiajr  him  to  (xgvct  ■njiporC  in  rue  vf  Iti*  remrting." 
r  My  Lords,  he  did  n**i»t — and  Le  wai  »uppottud  Bt 
wax  supported  in  hie  rcbvinon  hy  the  pertuos  whu  pow^J 

■  Leuer  fhiin  Mi   ITuvkf,   RMiteit  Bt  Bcanu.   b>  Jlr.   rtuuap.  M^ 
l«ih  IMvmbvr.  I7B0.— Printnlialtw  ^  UsaiN  afliie  Ertd(iin,*F  >^ 
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rapport — by  the  Begums.     Your  Lordships  will  re-24ApB.i792. 
iber  that  a  thousand  of  his  troops,  that  served  in  the  TioopTrur- 
in  hifl  rebellion  against  the  Company,  were  sent  by  the  ui?itegums. 
Dfl  from  Fyzabiid  ;   and  the  general   co-operation  of 
in  the  adjoining  province  will  be  stated  in  such  a 
atj  I  conceive,  will  leave  not  a  particle  of  doubt 
thttt  subject.     This  your  Lordships  observe  was  prior 
rebellion,  for  it  was  in  November,  1780,  that  this 
was  overheard  and  stated,  and,  therefore,  it  was 
thought  taken  up  after  the  rebellion  actually  took 
^  er  assistance  was  known  to  be  given  by  the  Be- 
t  preceding  it.     It  was  a  circumstance  discovered 
itally  before. 

Lords,  upon  the  7  th  of  January,  1781,  Mr.  Fowke 
writes  to  the  Board.     He  says, — 

I  have  this  daj  received  the  inclosed  answer  from  the  Ri^jah  to  your  Letter  of  the 
Rtpecting  a  detachment  of  his  cavalry  for  the  ser^'ice  of  the  ^JIjITtsi 
e  Company.     He  has  informed  me  that  he  shall  not  he  able  to 
moK  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  horse ;  the  remainder  lieing 
necessary  for  the  collection  of  his  revenues." 

Lords,  I  will  prove  that  pretence  to  be  just  as  well  i^niiy^f 
led  as  all  his  pleas  of  poverty  were  for  not  complying  ^hwrt  sinn 
the  demand  of  the  subsidy.     He  had  at  that  time  in  his  morothan 
rice  three  thousand  cavalry,  and  the  necessity  for  his  col-  ^"^^^"^'y* 
ililions  would  not  have  required  three  hundred ;  for  with, 
r  believe,  not  more  than  one  half  of  that  number  were  all 
1^  colleetions  made,  after  the  change  had  taken  place  in  the 
poivernment,  and  consequently  when,  it  will  naturally  be 
IppiKMed,  [it  was  not]  so  easy  to  carry  on  the  collection  of 
illf^  revenue  subsequent  to  his  rebellion  and  flight. 

He  has  pretended  in  that  letter,  which  is  in  the  ll7th 
Dige  of  the  Minutes,  that  he  had  only  in  his  service  thirteen 
■BBdred.  In  the  first  place,  if  he  had  only  thirteen  hundred, 
be  could  have  spared  us  a  thousand,  if  not  more  than  three 
luoadredy  as  I  have  stated,  were  required  for  the  collections. 
En  the  next  place,  that  is  not  true,  if  I  am  rightly  instructed, 
m  to  the  actual  number  he  had  in  his  service ; — and  I  am 
aduced  to  believe  I  am  rightly  instructed,  because,  in  the 
let  of  troops  that  were  actually  employed  against  us  in 
lie  month  of  August,  1781,  which  was  a  very  shmt  time  sub- 
Mqoent  to  this — the  7th  of  January,  1781 — your  Lordships 
iml  find  there  were  to  the  number  of  very  near  three 
lliousand  actually  serving  in  anns  against  us. 

3  I 
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■•^ih  country.  In  particular,  he  was  directed  to  endeavour,  2iArR.i7i«. 
ff  in  his  power,  to  persuade  the  Raja  to  feel  the  absohite 
^MBity  of  his  compliance  with  this  requisition  of  cavalr)\ 
20  distresses  of  the  Company  increasin<r  every  hour,  the 
•Jterity  of  the  co-operation  of  every  person  that  belonged 
worenunent  was  represented  over  and  over  again,  and  he 
Ji  pressed  by  Mr.  Markhani  every  mouth  and  every  week  ; 

"[■  jet  your  Lordships  will  find  that,  from  the  month  of 
when  Mr.  Markham  went  there,  down  to  the 
of  Mr.  Hastings' arrival,  Cheyt  Sing  never  could  beKvaNionsor 
It  to  furnish  a  single  horse,  though  when  Mr.  Mark-  "^^  ^'"^' 
made  the  application  —  fir:<t,  as  he  wa.-*  directed  to 
_  tar  the  number  of  two  thousand,  and,  afterwards,  in 
ifiwsj  that  was  somewhat  humiliating  to  Government,  desir- 
^  that  he  would  send  even  fifteen  hundred — and  after- 
weds  the  demand  dropped  down  to  a  thousand  —  in 
pwer  to  that  Cheyt  Sing  would  only  say  this — '*  I  will 
Md  you  five  hundred  bircundasses" — which  are,  sis  your 
jUtdships  will  hear,  infantry — a  rabble,  and  which  he  per- 
knew  was  an  oflxjr  that  was  entirely  nugatory,  and 
Fd  be  of  no  sort  of  use  to  us.  But,  even  when  that 
JModtion  was  made  for  five  hundred,  Mr.  Markham  said 
if  mm — **  Let  me  see  a  disposition  even  to  furnish  them, 
bd  I  will  then  write  down  to  Government  and  let  them 
now  that  you  are  ready  to  comply  with  their  requisition." 
(at  all  was  shuffle  and  delay  from  the  beginning  of  the  year 
>  the  end  of  it,  and  he  never  could  be  brought  even  to 
Ulster  one  single  horse. 

Such  was  the  conduct  of  Cheyt  Sing,  and  such  was  the 
raduct  of  Mr.  Hastings  v/ith  respect  to  the  only  two  spocies 
F  demands  that  were  made  upon  him  throughout  the  whole 
rut — a  demand  of  five  lacs,  tlie  subsidy  continued  for  three 
ears  successively,  and  a  demand  of  cavalry ;  the  first  of 
rliich  in  every  year  was  for  a  j)eriod,  first,  of  two  months, 
ben  of  three  months,  then  of  four  months,  disobeyed  and 
ousted  by  Cheyt  Sing ;  and  the  compliance  with  it  at  last 
btiuncd,  as  your  Lordships  will  remember,  by  a  military 
oree  in  the  year  1779  ;  and  the  Board  thinking  it  necessary, 
B  the  year  1780,  to  adopt  further  means,  not  only  to 
breaten  him  with  military  force,  but  with  a  small  fine  to  be 
mposed  upon  him  for  his  past  disobedience,  but  which  never 
ras  exacted. 

Finally,  we  come  to  the  last  year  of  our  distress.  Dis- 
resses  thickening  upon  us  his  disobedience  increases ;  and 

3  I  2 
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it  could  not  possibly  be  by  mistake  that  Mr.  Hastings  could  24  Apr.  1793. 
B  this  cbarffe  against  Cbeit  Sing,  but  he  must  have  known  it 
m.E  be  tme  when  he  made  it.'' 

f ^jWr,  Biy  Lordd,  I  should  have  thought  that,  judging  of^oofof 
^^ibndiiot  of  Mr.  Hastings  upon  a  subject  of  this  sort  with  ings' charge 
^'fVMOnable  degree  of  charity,  it  might  be  supposed  pos- cSejtsing. 
''^Am%  A  governor  of  a  great  empire,  in  the  then  state  of 
K^lQl^  mUrht  have  overlooked  a  document,  if  that  document 
B'^Prtablushed  the  negative  of  what  he  supi)oscd  to  be  true ; 
0|^  might  be  referable  rather  to  mistake  than  to  wicked 
motive,  as  is  here  stated.     But  it  happens  unfor- 
for  the  observation  here,  that,  when  you  examine 
{Dce  upon  that  subject,  the  mistake  is  altogether  on 
aide;  for  the  very  evidence  the  prosecutors  have 
themselves,  to  show  that  he  could  not  be  mistaken, 
the  truth  of  it  when  it  comes  to  be  looked  into, 
■hows  the  durect  contrary  to  be  the  truth  of  all  the  alle- 
itated  in  this  Charge  ! 

evidence  upon  the  subject  consists,  in  the  first  place,  Ticn«ro« 
genend  Benares  journal  for  the  year  1780.  And  I  beg  """**• 
with  respect  to  the  journal  that  it  proves  nothing  at 
this  subject,  because  your  Lordships  will  find  it 
of  a  catalogue  of  months,  and  opposite  to  each  month 
that  became  due  in  that  month,  but  the  tune  of 
JrBient  does  not  at  <ill  api)ear  by  that  jounud.  If  that 
oamal  were  correct  at  all,  it  might  be  supposed  that  always, 
tlic  very  day  and  hour  when  it  became  due,  every  kist 
A  been  actually  discharged  —  the  contrary  of  which  is 
iCmriouslv  the  truth,  and  which  they  have  thenisolves 
ored.  The  journal,  therefore,  proves  nothing  one  way  or 
0  other,  except  that,  at  the  time  of  making  up  that  journal, 
•  whole  had  been  i>aid  ;  and,  when  it  is  made  up  and  the 
hole  paid,  then  to  each  month  the  kist  that  belongs  to  it 
placed,  and  credit  is  given  the  Baja  for  the  whole  ;  the 
Dole  having  been  actually  paid.  But  that  is  not  the  proper 
leument  to  ascertain  the  time  of  payment ;  therefore  T 
oald  have  thought  your  Lord.'^hips  might  have  been  spared 
e  trouble  of  reading  that  journal,  and  that  they  should 
iTe  rather  produced  the  proper  document  to  prove  when 
lOjpayment  was  actually  made. 

Tiie  next  j/iece  of  evidence  which  they  have  produced  u^ttwm  of 
oaists  of  two  letters  written  by  Mr.  Fowke,  the  llesident  the  imJ^*** 
•one  of  them  in  December,   17^0,  the  other  in  January,  ^^^ 
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""U  that  Mr.  Hastings  did  wa85  be  stated  that  reprcscnta-  2i  apb.i792. 

■1-  had  been  made  to  him  of  his  unpunctuality,  and  he 

4t8  him  to  pay. 

ft  is  said  tl^tt  Mr.  Hastings  could  not  possibly  be  mistaken 

A  the  8ubject5  because  of  the  intimation  given  by  Mr. 

rke.     I  shall  show  with  what  degree  of  correctncf^s  these 

penoes  are  drawn  upon  the  subject,  when  I  produce  a  r^tt.rof 

pr  from  that  very  Mr.  Fowke,  containing  the  complaint  ?om!^^^^^^^ 

Wl  which  Mr.  Hastings  acted.     It  is  supposed  that  Mr.  %^jli^^'^ 

Itiligs  could  uot  possibly  be  mistaken,  but  that  he  must  (iciays. 

•  &bricatcd  a  false  and  wicked   charge,  to   draw   the 

|l  to  some  act  of  violence,  because  of  the  letter  from 

i-^owke,  which  letter  establishes  his  unpunctuality :  and 

|MU  produce  another  letter  from  Mr.  Fowke,  which  con- 

M^that  very  complaint  that  Mr.   Hastings  took  up  and 

pMd  upon  the  Raja !      That    letter  is  written  by  Mr. 

irke  upon  the  16th  of  December ;  in  which  Mr.  Fowke 

ll^  after  stating  his  misconduct  in  respect  to  the  cavair}' 

i  the  studied  delays  he  had  practised  upon  that  subject, — 

As  Bar  own  remonstrances  have  been  ineffectual,  it  ])co(>ines  also 
■ibem  upon  me  to  inform  you  that  the  Kaja  for  some  months  past 
bsen  exceedingly  dilatory  in  the  payment  of  the  money  assigned  to 
it  Ally**  inonthly  allowance.  He  has  not  to  this  day  discharged  th(; 
nnt  which  became  due  on  the  4th  of  last  month.  'Ilu;  bills  too  for 
Bumthly  kists,  which  used  to  be  made  out  by  the  loth  of  the  month, 
um  never  heard  of  till  the  end  of  it.  It  is  tnie  there  is  as  yet  no 
n&ce  in  the  days  of  i)uyment,  but  these  delays  have  been  gradually 
Basing,  and  are  the  effect  of  an  inattention  to  business  which  must  in 
md  produce  a  faihire  of  pajmient." 

mmediately  upon  the  reoeipt  of  this  letter  it  was  that  Mr.  iiast- 
Hastings  wrote  the  letter  in  question,  copying  almost  "1  riil.yt'*^ 
Saiim  the  charfjre  he  had  received  from  the  l^esideut  ui)on  rj''IfJMT 
spot,  and  only  desiring  Chcyt  Smg  would  discharge  the  that  of  ' 
Mrs  comjdaincd  of  by  paying  them  to  the  Kesident  at '       " 
lares.     Was  it  not  the  duty  of  Mr.  Hastings  to  do  so  ?  j„Htincation 
he  had  not  done  it,  would  he  not  have  failed  in  the  dis-  [[[j^Jt"  *^*"' 
rge  of  his  duty,  and  might  it  not  nuich  more  probably 
e  been  said  that  he  wanted  to  draw  on  the  Knja  into  that 
ure  and  unpunctuality  that  lu*  afterwards  might  make  use 
it  against  him?      Instiwl   of  which,  he  (h\*<ires   him  to 
lOve  the  cause  of  comi»laint.     I  would  only  observe  here 
t  it  is  possible  to  be   mistaken  without  any  malice,  and  I 
uld   rather   have   thought    that    Mr.    Hastings'  conduct 
;ht    have    been    [difterentlyj    judged    of.       If    he,    in 
midst  of  iUl  the  concerns  of  government,  in  the  most 


^^^H                                  UttB  fo  ny.   rhat    iTim 
^^^^^H              ^  ■'•  ^  •riOi   ic  the   nro9ecTiU>n 
^^^^^^H               ^^?**    "*  ^'^*'''  **-'  nn^'Juut  Air 
^^^^H               SSS^"     turn  t»  b«  in  ■rrcftr*  Ibc 
^^^^^H               BJ*" '"  llw-   Mtniitcss   after  i>bM 

^^^^^H                                 iMiJuJ  nftprwortU  t»  pn 
^^^^^H                                of    payuicBt            Ihnt    tai 
^^^^H                             knutlifx.      Ml,   Lank,  tb 
^^^^H                             ii  ucvur  nill  be  fulfilled, 
^^^^^H                             the  fact,  ffir  DO  mtch  cou 
^^^^H                             tliat  c<wtitr>'  :  «nd   that 
^^^^H                             Uatli  m  tlic'ir   wriU(!n  ei 
^^^^H                             tcvtimonr,  the  vrhiuh  ibe 
^^^^H                             they   hud  eoa>uItc<I   taiy 
^^^^H                             vcnmnt  with  the  subject 

^^^^^H                             dm  pa;  in  gcncmJ  wilhii 
^^^^^H                             ]utvnii!Dt,  but  at  thnt  peri 
^^^^^H                             deUy.                 in   Octnbe 
^^^^^H                             JoDonrr,  I7SI,  nl   that  « 
^^^^^H                             >)ng   period,  nccORiMnieii 
^^^^H                              caralrT  whh  lliue  dvlnrs 
^^^^^H                              And  tACD  it  wu  that  Mr. 
^^^^^H                              tiiDc)  ■  bnd  nod  fuajriuiotu 
^^^^■^         iMv  m          Mr  Lorda,  I  oomc  ouw 
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SRi.jiB,  for  there  certainly  Is  no  malice  in  the  charge.  A  great  2*Aph.i702. 
*i^."jJ  of  evidence  has  been  given  for  the  purpose  of  proving 
■T«:jit  the  \vhole  blame  in  respect  to  the  distress  of  Colonel 
^r:ttIltc*8  detachment  rested  upon  Mr.  Fowke,  the  Resident; 
^Tid  there  has  been  a  minute  investigation  of  documents  for 
le  purpose  of  proving  these  propositions  : — that  the  order 
.^  •  remit  to  Colonel  Camac's  detachment  was  upon  the  7th  of 
r^eptembcr^  1780;  tliat  it  was  communicated  to  Mr.  Fowkc, 
^. ad  would,  probably,  amve  there  about  the  15  th  of  Septem- 
/«r;  that  Mr.  Fowkc,  who  had  before  that  periwl  of  time 
^^emitted  one  of  the  five  lacs  to  Calcutta,  received  upon  the 
'.jOthond  24th  of  September  one  lac  and  a  half  from  the 

aa;  and  that  it  does  not  appear  that  Mr.  Fowke,  after  he 
received  it,  did  remit  the  lac  and  a  half  that  he  had  in 
\A  hands  to  Colonel  Camac's  detachment,  in  the  province  of 
'Ifalway ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  appears,  by  a  letter  written 
'by  Mr.  Fowke  upon  the  18th  of  October,  that  he  had  not 
wl  then  remitted  the  payments  that  he  had  received  from 

-  ihe  Raja,  but  that  he  did  on  that  day  remit  some  bills  that 
'be  received  from  the  Bajii.  The  letter  that  I  am  speaking 
'  of  begins  in  the  94th  page  of  the  Evidence,  and  runs  through 

Ae  two  following  pages. 

The  whole  result  of  this  inquiry  as  to  the  cause  of  this  Deity  of 
distress  comes  to  this — that,  with  respect  to  one  lac  and  a  in^ivinittiiiK 
half,  Mr.  Fowkc — for  whom  I  am  not  counsel  and  whom  I  am  money!***** 
not  bound  to  defend — was  to  blame.  It  does  not  yet  appear 
why  Mr.  Fowke  did  not  remit  that  lac  and  a  half.  Whether 
he  waited,  as  should  seem  from  his  letter  of  the  27th  of 
September,  1780,  upon  the  solemn  promise  that  the  llaja 
had  given  him  to  pay  the  remainder,  which,  your  Lordships 
will  recollect,  was  two  lacs  and  a  half;  whether  the  non- 
payment of  the  remainder,  operated  to  prevent  tlie  negotia- 
tion he  was  making  for  bills  to  remit  the  whole ;  or  whether 
any  other  cautic  operated  upon  ilr.  Fowke  for  the  non- 
remittance  of  a  lac  and  a  half;  it  docs  not  concern  mo  to 
inquire.  It  is  enough  to  state,  that,  with  respect  to  the  two 
]mC8  and  a  half  which  the  liaja  neglected  to  pay  after  he  had 
notice,  there  is  a  delay  imputable,  justly  so,  to  the  Kaja. 

The  Raja  has  said  upon  the  subject  that  the  remittance  of  Nonnnr- 
thc  money  did  not  depend  upon  him.     It  certainly  did  not;  j£^  ^ 
but   the  i)ayment    depended  upon  him,  and  it  is  the  non- 
payment that  he  is  charged  with,  when  he  had  notice  given 
him  upon   the  5th  of   August,  17^0,  by  Mr.  Fowkc,  the 
Kesident,  that    this  money  was  intended  for  a  particular 
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»*-=-A  by  bills  drawn  at  fifty-one  days.    It  is  very  true  that^  S4  aplitss. 
~     iplied   to  his   rent,  there  was  this  engagement — that  Assertion 

^ .  he  remitted  it  to  Calcutta  the  bills  were  to  be  drawn  rJ-^  jlj^i 
^  ty-one  days'  date ;  but  the  Company  had  the  option,  in  ^'^^^'i'^^l?,, 
.r^.iot  to  the  rent,  to  make  the  demand  at  Benares,  and  if  atsidayn. 

'/there  it  was  to  be  paid  in  cash.  The  fifty-one  days' 
' ;  4  therefore,  applies  only  to  remittances  to  Calcuttsi,  and 
^  aB€>thiiig  to  do  with  demands  of  this  sort,  supposing  it 
"'  .been  rent.     In  the  next  place,  this  was  not  the  rent,  Not  true 

ilie  subsidy ;  and  to  that  the  contract  of  fifty-one  days  To  thc^^ 
*  Wttye  applies.     The  demand  made  was  agreeable  to  his  ''^^>^' 

t  promiae  of  immediate  payment.  If  he  had  paid  it,  as  he 
-^t  to  have  done,  your  Lordships  must  suppose  it  would 
.mtUBy,  when  he  had  as  much  as  four  hies  of  rupees  in  his 
l^  to  have  negotiated  for  much  better  bills,  by  the  com- 
jtion  among  the  different  bankers  in  that  country.  In 
^.  veepect  it  seems  to  mc  that,  notwithstanding  I  admit 
t[, evidence  upon  the  subject  of  the  lac  and  a  half  to  have 
i|l|3  a  great  degree  of  hlame  u|>on  Mr.  Fowkc,  yet,  as  to 
•P  nonpayment  of  two  lacs  and  a  half  for  four  months,  that 
remains  as  a  just  charge  upon  Chcyt  Sing,  and  the 
ner  in  which  it  was  paid  at  last. 
yl  hope  I  have  said  enough  to  siiow  that  at  least  Mr.  Hast- 
^gi  might  be  justified  in  supposing  this  diK^tressi  produced 
y  the  Kaja,  so  as  to  exclude  any  idea  of  malice  in  his  attri- 
inting  the  distress  as  having  been  occasioned  by  his  delay. 
lot,  suppose  I  was  to  admit  that  no  part  of  this  distress  was  PomibUitrof 
m  any  respect  occasioned  by  the  Raja,  but  that  the  whole  of  JI.^;,|f**^^*''* 
b  was  imputable  to  Mr.  Fowke  and  to  Mr,  Fowke  only  ?  *2j;P^^'**= 

M"      TT       •  •!  I'll*  i-%ri"<i      wiin  tno 

|Ar.  Hastings  is  charged  with  havmg  removed  Mr.  towko'»»'kv. 
m  Resident  at  this  very  time.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  he 
vaa  removed  upon  this  ground.  Undoubtedly  Mr.  Hastings 
Bd  not  advert  to  it ;  but  it  can  never  be  su))posed  that  Mr. 
Saetings  intended  in  this  business  to  screen  Mr.  Fowke,  or 
protect  him  against  any  just  charge.  This  person  he  is 
loensed  of  having  removed,  not  being  a  person  of  his  own 
ahcnce,  to  make  way  for  one  that  had  his  confidence  ;  there- 
fbre  it  cannot,  under  these  circumstances,  be  supposed  that 
fcherc  was  any  corrupt  or  sinister  intention  in  the  charge 
made  upon  this  subject. 

Another  observation  1  would  make  upon  it  is  this — that 
die  evidence  upon  the  subject  not  only  excludes  any  idea  of 
malice  in  Mr.  Hastings,  but,  if  it  were  to  the  full  extent  to 
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■am  of  money  to  the  relief  of  the  Company's  exigencies ;  that,  **  AwlITW. 
you  were  desirous  of  establishing  his  possession  on  the 
and  eligible  footing,  but,  if  he  refused,  you  had  in  your 


to  niie  a  large  sum  for  the  Company  ])y  accepting  of  an  offer 
I  made  for  his  district  by  the  \  izier.'*]  * 


had  been 


-^  Ij(»d9,  that  is  the  argument  against  Mn  Hastings — Tiuit 
^-*  tlie  charge  could  not  be  true,  because  he  intended  toingiiin^ 
♦^  tlM  Mmindaiy  upon  him  ui)on  the  most  eligible  footing,  '^^^^^^ 
rVpsid  a  heavy  fine  for  supposed  oflences  which  did  not  ^.[J*^!^/^ 
3ifs— "if  they  had  existed  you  ouglit  to  have  gone  further,  d^y. 
Jl  liave  deposed  him  and  dispossessed  him  of  his  zainin- 
-jf^     I  will  now  state  what  it  was  that  Mr.  Hastings  has 
jMmd  the  Baja  with ;    and  I  will  then  submit  to  your 
^PHups  the  evidence  that  alrcad}*^  appears,  and  tlic  ad<li- 

S  evidence  that  will  be  to  establish  every  part  of  the 
«d  charge  upon  Cheyt  Sing. 
r  Lords,  the  passage  which  is  particularly  alluded  to  in  Mr.HMt- 
Ik  Article  before  your  Lordships,  that  states  the  pretences  ISJiMt*'** 
v-3ftr.  Hastings  to  have  been  "  allegations  equally  extra-  ^'"'^*  ***"*• 
llj^t,  ontroe  and  incredible/'  is  in  the  11 2th  page : — 

f  Tlwee  instances  of  contumacy  and   disobedience,  criminal  as  they 
19  In  ihemselyefl,  and  aggravated  by  the  extreme  and  known  distresses 
iA  dangers  of  the  supenor  state  [to  which  he  owed,  nut  only  i>ersonal 

S,  bnt  eveiy  voluntary  aid  which  all  the  resources  of  his  zemeedary 
,  oontribute,  appeared  to  me  of  less  consideration  as  such,  than  as 
iHjf  were  e^ndences  of  a  deliberate  and  systematic  conduct,  aiming  at 
M  total  subversion  of  the  authority  of  the  Company,  and  the  erection  of 
li  Ofim  independency  on  its  ruins."] 

He  then  states  the  various  circumstances  that  have  in- 
need  him  to  form  that  suspicion  of  him,  and  he  then 
Dndudea : — 

"  Lastly,  that  he  was  collecting  or  had  prepared  every  provision  for 
pm  RToit,  waiting  only  for  a  proper  season  to  declare  it,  which  was  sup- 
oted  to  de|)end  either  on  the  arrival  of  a  French  armament  or  on  a 
latmtta  invasion.*' 

My  Lords^  I  will  now  advert  to  each  of  the  allegations 
taled  in  this  paragraph. 

In  the  first  place,  Mr.  Hastings  states,  that  he  conceived  contumara'. 
he  conduct  of  Cheyt  Sing  to  have  exhibited  *' instances  of  8J^**^ 
iCmtumacy  and  disobedience,  criminal   in    themselves   and  {^JJIJUJ/tJ^ 
iggravated  by  the  extreme  and  known  distresses  and  dangers  coiDpany. 


•  **  Attestation  of  David  Andvrson,  Esn. ;"  dated  14  January,  178!!.— 
Mated  in  the  Appendix  to  Mr.  Hastings*  **  Nurrative  of  the  Insurrection  in 
icnaret ;"  Tart  III.  Num.  ii.  13. 
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s'  that,  in  the  event  of  a  Mahratta  invasion  or  a  French  24Afb.i7M. 
j.Munent,  he  might  intervene  ;  that,  with  the  co-operation  of 
I  die  enemies  in  our  then  state  of  distress^  when  staggering 
iji/Bt  our  multiplied  difficulties  in  every  quarter  of  the 
^Mmment,  that  he  might  entertain  a  hope  that  an  op{)or- 
..iily  would  present  itself  of  effectuating  that  which  was 
'%  wject  of  his  wish,  namely,  to  establish  his  own  indc- 
ffdancy.  He  could  not  hope  to  do  it  without  first  sub- 
Bg  the  authority  of  the  Company,  because,  while  the 
lHhority  of  the  Company  remained,  there  was  no  hope  for 
^  to  obtain  his  inde])endency.  That  he  had  a  wish  for 
^liependency  is  a  natural  wish,  recollecting  how  he  was 
Vncftted,  that  it  was  the  wish  of  his  father  to  obtain  inde- 
fikdency,  that  he  stipulated  with  the  then  sovereign  of  the 
(fakntry  to  obtain  that  independency  ;  and  it  does  not  appear, 
iMrefore,  an  extravagant  thing  that  Chcyt  Sing,  having  a 
Sitae  consisting,  as  appeared  in  the  field  afterwards,  of 
Iboat  22,000  infantry  and  cavalry,  possessing  strong  forts 
pveU  garrisoned  and  well  stored,  having  a  considerable 
^source  in  his  wealthy  by  which  he  thought  himself  invin- 
Qrie,  should  have  expected  that,  if  a  Mahratta  invasion  took 
leoe,  which  your  Lordships  see  the  Commander-inChief 
bought  fit  to  guard  against  by  increasing  our  force,  or  if 
I  French  armament  arrived,  which  all  the  Government 
icpected  to  arrive  daily,  that,  in  either  of  these  events, 
jdded  to  the  difficulties  we  had  to  struggle  with  at  that 
leriod,  it  should  present  an  opportunity  of  accomplishing 
he  wished  for  object. 

With  respect  to  its  being  incredible,  I  can  only  say  that  Cnjdihuity 
t  was  an  idea  credited  by  many  persons  upon  the  spot ;  chuve. 
ihat  the  Resident,  Mr.  Graham,  in  the  year  1779,  I  think, 
ir  even  before  that,  expressed  strong  doubts  of  Cheyt  Sing  s 
idelity ;  that  Mr.  Fowke,  who  succeeded  him,  gave  account 
if  his  preparations,  and  stated  that  he  collected  his  troops 
lecretly,  and  concealed  their  numbers  from  him ;  that 
Mr.  Markhani,  who  succeeded  him,  had  every  reason  to 
t>elieve  that,  if  cither  of  these  events  should  take  place,  he 
Nrould  burst  out  into  rebellion  and  endeavour  to  avail  him- 
lelf  of  it  by  obtaining  independency ;  that  it  was  the  belief 
>f  a  military  officer  stationed  near  his  country,  a  very 
leserving  officer,  whose  testhnony  we  Imve  been  deprived 
jf  by  his  death  subsequent  to  the  commencement  of  this 
long  trial — I  mean  Major  Eaton;    that   he  has  expressed 
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^Uenta  there,  that  he  used  very  extraordinary  means  for24Aps.i;9t. 
mlting  and  driving  back  any  persons  who  were  sent  to 
pdi  them,  in  order  to  prevent  the  knowledge  of  it  That 
IkBulitary  establishment  was  greatly  and  recently  increased, 
i^eaiB  from  the  indubitable  fact  of  the  state  of  preparation 
iMm  found  in  when  the  rebellion  broke  out;  and  which 
jtor  Lordships  will  find,  by  the  list  of  forces  which  he  had 
isn  ftble  by  his  own  strength  to  collect  in  arms  in  rebellion 
pinst  the  British  Government,  consisted  of  22,190  [men], — 
pduding  the  nujib  battalion  sent  from  Fyzabad,  of  1,000 
increased  by  husbandmen  and  others  who  took  up 
with  him  to  the  number  of  40,000.  That  all  his 
NTto  were  found  in  a  state  of  great  preparation  for  defence 
r^ertiun  by  the  fact  of  what  we  experienced  in  the  month's 
W9  when  he  waged  open  war  against  the  British  Govern- 
lent.  His  stores  were  found  in  a  state  exhibiting  every 
isrk  of  the  process  of  an  European  laboratory  ;  some  })art, 
nquestionably,  from  the  manner  and  make  of  them,  were 
BRshased  from  our  enemies  the  French. 

Now  I  should  be  glad  to  ask,  for  what  purpasc  was  this 
PBiMiration  ?  Why  was  it  clandestinely  concealed  from  us, 
'  it  was  meant  to  openite  in  our  favour  ?  Why  purchase 
WXi  the  French  those  stores  that  he  was  to  make  use  of 
igainst]  them  ?  Why  conceal  it  from  us,  for  whose  benefit 
ley  were  to  be  made  use  of?  We  find  that  he  was  not 
aly  increasing  that  establishment,  but  increasfing  it  in  a 
KMt  suspicious  manner,  namely,  by  tampering  with  ourTsinperinff 
rmy — by  corrupting  the  sepoys  ;  procuring  them  to  desert  compiu^'i 
nd  to  enlist  in  his  troop:?.  This  is  stitcd  by  Major  Eaton,  *""y* 
I  the  affidavit  which  I  have  already  referred  to,  wherein  he 
tates  the  fact  of  his  having  frequently  inveigled  his  sepoys 
3  desert  from  the  garrison  of  Buxar.  Whv  should  he 
orrupt  our  army  and  endeavour,  at  a  time  of  war,  to  seduce 
rom  the  garrison  the  troops  that  were  serving  there  ?  One 
f  them  mentions  a  fact  of  two  persons  who  deserted  and 
rere  made  use  of  by  Choyt  Sing  to  inveigle  some  of  the 

rys  away,  and  wlio  were  raised  to  the  rank  of  ofticcrs  in 
yt  Sing's  army.  It  was  practised  by  a  connnandant, 
rho  swore  to  tl»e  fact  of  overtures  being  ma<le  to  him  by 
jovind  Sing,  the  brother  of  Cheyt  Sing,  in  February,  1781, 
t  the  very  time  when  he  was  refusing  to  as:*ist  us  with  his 
lorse. 

In  the  next  place,  we  find  that  he  was  making  his  country  25i1?J!?to 
sk  asylum  for  fugitive  rebels  from  the  neighbouring  country  rebou  from 
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2;^  as  they  walked  along ;  that,  upon  sending  a  letter  of  24ArR.i792. 
2^-iiiplAiDt  to  one  of  the  officers  of  Cheyt  Sing,  he  took  the  b^viiii^t 
.^^.ter  and  stamped  u|)on  it,  and  said— "who  is  he? — he  **'"*-'■ 
^'longta  to  the  English;"  and  he,  speaking  of  himself,  [said J 
'''  i  oould  raise  400  men,  and  if  the  Engli£>h  wanted  it  they 
*  'oat  fight  him  for  it.  These  were  subjects  which  all  passed 
"  dbste  the  rebellion :  they  were  all  comnmnicated  to  Cheyt 
'"ing.  Major  Eaton  swears  he  could  never  get  the  smallest 
*■'  idieas  from  Cheyt  Sing.  Then  it  is  not  the  mere  disorders 
■*l  the  government,  but  there  is  the  strongest  ground  to 
'^  dfieve  that  Cheyt  Sing  w:is  encouraging  them  to  act  the 
^$Kt  they  did.  It  was  complained  of  to  him,  and  no  redress 
''Qold  ever  be  obtained  upon  the  subject.  Under  these 
^-^^JwniinBtances,  I  conceive  it  not  to  be  an  extmvagant  propo- 
rition,  incredible  or  untrue,  to  impute  to  Cheyt  Sing,  that 
:tmt  positive  misconduct  in  his  intercourse  with  Government, 
wA  direct  acts  of  contumacy  iind  disobedience,  did  originate 
tt  a  bad  and  hostile  design — waiting  for  a  favourable  oppor- 
MnilT  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

Added  to  this  general  evidence  upon  a  subject  that  pre- Proof  or  Iun 
sededy  we  have  only  now  to  state  the  event.     Can  there  be  fuc'evcutT'" 
the  least  doubt  now,  when  we  see  that,  in  the  month  of 
Angust,  I78I9  upon  the  first  endeavour  to  bring  this  re- 
firvctory  zamindar  to  account  for  his  conduct — upon  the  very 
flrst  attempt — he  bursts  out  into  furious  rebellion?     On  the  Actual 
16th  of  August,  1781,  he  destroys  our  troops  ;  he  erects  the  ^ 
■tendard  of  i-ebellion  ;  there  immediately  iiock  and  collect  to 
it  the  army  I  have  sUited.     Then  it  ap|)ears  most  clearly  to 
what  design   all    his   plans  and    all    his   pre|)arations  were 
directed.     Then  it  was  that  he  made  use  of  all  that  resource 
of  wealth,  largely  and  liberally,  against  us.     Then  did  he  set 
&rth  all  the  strength  of  his  resources,  to  wage  open  war 
with  the  British  power,  and  encouraged  every  person  in  that 
neighbourhood  and  in  the  adjoining  country  to  oppose  us. 
Then  did  he  send  out  these  rebels,  in  the  way  that  I  have 
■tated,    to   eflectuate    the    general   purpose  of  his    iiiindy 
namely^  to  subvert  the  English  power  and  to  establish  his 
own  independency. 

My  Lords,  when  we  couple  the  event  with  the  i>revious 
suspicion  and  the  conduct  he  h:ul  ultimately  observed  during 
the  war,  the  opinion  entertained  by  persons  upon  the  spot 
seems  corroborated,  not  only  by  the  facts  I  have  stated,  but 
by  the  event ;  so  that  now  no  one  can  entertain  any  serious 
doubt  what  was  the  motive  of  Cheyt  Sing  for  the  uniform 
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"^"vanccs  that  were   existiiifj   in   the   country.      AH   the  2*  Apr.  1792. 
\' '  lications  in:ule  by  Mr.  Markhatn  ui)on  that  t^ubject  had 

^  n  ineffectual. 
""  ^hejtSin;^  had,  by  the  exprcj^s  terms  of  his  sanad,  under- ouiiOTtion 

en  that  he  would  expel  robbers.  That  was  made  an  sh.ytZxjHi 
-  "Wrcaa  ^tipuhition  in  the  terms  <►('  his  sanad  ;  and,  by  the  ^^*"<^"*« 
--'"iBtitutioii  of  Hindustan,  where  a  zamiudnr  is  proved  to 
r;  re  connived  at  or  committed  *^rievances  of  that  sort,  it  is 
^inc  a  ground  for  dispossession  of  the  zamindary.  Cheyt 
3:112  liad  grossly  connived  at  the  wicked  perpetration  of 
C-  inhumanities  in  the  country  of  Hcnares,  in  that  sacred 
r:.;y,  in  a  way  that  induced  all  the  inhabitants  of  Benares  to 
yiply  to  Mr.  Hastings,  when  he  was  there,  to  establish  that 

rt  of  justice  which  he  did,  to  the  great  blessing  of  the 

vhabitantSy  who  have  ever  since  experienced  the  best  regu- 
.  ited  police  in  that  country  of  any  country  in  India.    There- 

Nre,   there  was  a   necessity    for    regulation :    there  Avas   a 
. ecessity  for    punishment.      Mr.   Hastings   proposed    both. 

le  proposed  it  much  short  of  what  Cheyt  Sing  deserved. 

It  has  been  said,  and  made  u-e  of  as  an  argument  against  niargo  of 
he  propriety  of  Mr.  Hastings'  conduct,  that  the  intended  fine  amoHJit  of 
pccecded   the  just   mcjisure   of  j)unishment;    that   it   wjis  ****•' ^"^* 
jeyond  the  punishment   that  cmght  to  have  been  inflicted 
ipon  him.     1  will  beg  your  Lor<lships*  attention  very  shortly 
'JO  that  subject. 

In  the  first  place,  I  apprehend  that.  If  your  Lordships 
ihould  look  at  this  charge,  it  will  aj)pear  clearly  to  any 
person  who  should  be  of  o})inion  that  all  the  other  parts  of 
Mr.  Hastings'*  conduct  were  unexceptionable  the  miignitude 
>f  the  fine  only  excepted — that  at  least  he  is  innocent 
of  this  charge;  bnuriL-e,  in  the  first  place,  it  would  be 
iiDlK>ssiblc  to  substantiate  thirl y-t wo  j)anigniphs  because 
there  is  one  of  them  that  is  true.  Tf  the  fact  were  so — 
liebelieving  all  the  res*  and  believing  only  that  i)!irt  of  the 
sharge  that  relates  to  the  magnitude  of  the  intended  fine — 
if  there  were  a  sej)arate  and  a  distinct  paragniph  upon 
that  subject,  it  would  not  be  just  or  reasonable  to  convict 
Mr.  Hastings  and  pronounce  a  judgment  of  guilty  upon  the 
whole  charge,  for  the  sake  of  (me  truth. 

In  the  next  j>lacc,  if  I  was   to  admit   that   there  was  only  AMumpUon 
one  charge — that  your  Lordships  couUl   confine  your  atten- nm^.  of 
tion  singly  to  one  charge  and  to  that  point  only  —  the  charge  i;{n3i5enj."f  * 
of  an  excess  of  punishment  upon  admitted  guilt  is  not  con- 
tained in  this  Article  at  all.    Therefore  your  Lordships  must 
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«-..ot  right.     1  trust  I  A\Vi\\  be  al)lo  to  bliow  tliat  every -*-^['^ i"^-- 

,. .  Jiat  floated  in  his  mind  upon  the  subject  of  Cheyt  Sin^^  justinnicion 
.not  only  free  from  malice,  but  was  pure  and  riglit,  and,  uoi/to"'  *"' 
erred  at  all,  it  erred  in  the  extreme  of  modemtion  ami  11"}^**'**'*'' 
\    n  the  extreme  of  its  being  more  than  lie  deserved.     For 
^  9  indeed,  is  admitted  to  me  by  tlie  argument  I  liave 
^  idjr  stately   that,  if  the  fact  of  guilt   were  [there],    he 

Hted  dispossession  of  the  whole?     Was  it  an  offence  to 
'lid  to  fine  him,  «is  Mr.  Hastings  decLired  his  intentions 
'be^  to  impose  a  fine  of  forty  or    fifty    lacs — the   total 
tent  of  that  your  Lordships  will  recollect  to  be  only  the 
^nint  of  one  years  gross  rent,  and  only  equal  to  two  years 
■Ids  net  income — if  he    had  forfeited  his  whole  estate, 
leh  he  had  upon  every  ground  ?     He  had  forfeited  it  for 
I  .nonperformance  of  his  tenure  and  the  obligation  th<it  it 
pcioed  upon  him.     He  had  forfeited  it  upon  the  general 
pcil^es  that  make  every  subject  liable  to  assist  and  obey 
r,  flOTercign — upon  the  tenure  (m  which  he  holds  his  |)ro- 
rty:  and   it  cannot   be  allowed  to  any  subject  to  hold 
Iperty  from  the  state  and  not  to  p«ay  obedience.     I  say, 
irefore,  if  he  had  incurred  a  forfeiture  of  his  whole  zamin- 
ry,  it  was  surely  a  nuKleration  and  not  excess  of  punish- 
int  to  intend  to  do  anything  sliort  of  actual  dispossession. 
In  what  way  are  we  to  measure  the  magnitude  of  punish-  MoUoor 
mty  as  api)lied  to  the  magnitude  of  guilt?     Are  we  not  to  ui™,ViI,"">r. 
oaider  the  offence,  the  evil  to  society  and  to  the  public  pSUwuiient 
wn   it-,  the  means  of  contimiing  it,  the  cause  of  it,  the<<»Kwiit. 
ility  of  the  person  to  pay  in  the  case  of  a  fine,  the  ability 

a  person  to  atone  for  the  injury  he  h.as  done  i  In  everj' 
%j  of  stating  it,  your  Lordships  will  cimsider  whether  the 
tended  fine  of  fifty  lacs  can  in  any  respect  be  said  to 
useed  the  just  measure  of  punishment.  It  was  his  wealth 
at  was  the  great  resource  to  which  he  looked,  and  he 
ought  himself  invincible.  That  it  was  that  fed  his  pride, 
at  made  him  hoi)e  for  the  means  of  effectuating  his  object. 

was  that  wcidth  that  enabled  him  to  corrupt  our  sepoys, 
id  to  have  the  hostih*  ]»repanitions  which  he  made  use  of 
;ainst  us.  It  was  tfie  withholding  that  wealth  from  the 
sistance  of  the  (lovernment  that  was  the  offence,  and  pro- 
lecd  the  distress  and  exigency  and  peril  of  the  Ciovernment ; 
-which  he  ought  to  at<»ne  tor  by  making  a  just  and  a 
asonabic  satisfaction  to  the  Ciovernment,  by  contributing  to 
I  distresses. 
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''^* opiate  disj  n ;  and  he  has^  upon  the  ndmitted  state  •ziATR.inL 

■'"f^inilty  afl  ced  tbat  moderate  ])unishment  to  it  which 
B-BrgK  be  likely  to  be  effectual.  In  stating  that,  it  will  be 
'  :s:ffolleeted  that  I  do  not  mean  to  sny,  that,  if  Air.  Hastings 
'j  i::i  fbllj  known  all  that  I  have  stated,  he  could  have  been 
s.  «7  .iSTUited  in  forbearing  to  dispossess   him  of  his  country 

22S'  w7  Lords,  having  now  endeavoured  to  justify  Mr.  Ilast- 
i«K:B'  in  respect  of  what  he  intended  to  do  towards  Chcyt 
j,-..jilig — ^which  is  expressed  in  the  attestation  of  Mr.  Anderson 
^!.  id  the  affidavit  of  Major  l^almcr,  and  also  comnuiuicatcd  to 
Ir*  Whcler,  and  which  states  his  intentions  to  have  been  to 
npoee  a  fine  of  forty  or  fifty  lacs  of  rupees  ;  and,  in  that  case, 

*  r  it  waa  peid,  to  settle  his  country  upon  him  on  the  most 
?^^i^ble  footing ;  that  he  proposed  to  go  up  to  the  country 
^^''er  the  purpose  of  making  the  necessary  regulations  in  the 
^'^BMiundarj  of  Benares — it  appears,  by  the  same  evidence,  that  Si}.*^*t*' 
^^^ae  etates,  what  is  also  miide  matter  of  accusation  in  thisingMin- 
^ehaigey  that  he  had  it  in  his  power,  if  Cheyt  Sing  did  notdi?poMor 
ii'WiAmit  to  pay  that  fine  upon  him,  to  dispose  of  the  country  to^hc""^'' 
»Ho  the  Nawab  Wazir.     That  is  made,  as  your  Lordships  y^*^^ 
^^'Veoollect,  the  subject  of  accusation  in  the  nineteenth  para- 

ipaph  of  the  charge,  which  states — 

*'  *'  In  ftirther  prosecutioa  of  the  design  aforesaid,  he  did,  in  direct 
^^  defiance  of  both  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  said  treaties  and  amercements, 
^  wiekedlr  and  maliciously  enter  into  a  clandestine  no>(otiation  with  the 
^  l^sier  Nabob  of  Oude,  whom  the  said  Warren  Ilastini^s  well  knew  to 

tie  the  ancient  and  hereditary  enemy  of  the  Rajah  and  his  family,  and, 
''  ftom  the  enmity  of  his  father,  the  suid  Rajalfs  family  had  been  securecl 
^  hj  the  British  ]>ower  in  the  year  17(>>^>  for  the  express  puq)ose  of  selling 
r    tfae  territories  of  the  Rajah  to  th<i  Vizier  for  a  sum  of  money  to  be  ])aiu 

to  the  said  East  India  ("ompany." 

I  shall  certainly  detain  your  Lordships  but  a  few  nnnutes 

upon  this  charge,  because  it  seems  to  ine,  in  the  first  phice, 

to  be  pursuing  an  intent  of  Mr.  Hastings  in  a  very  remote 

degree  indeed,  if  the  subject  of  it  wore  criminal.     It  is  an 

I     intent  upon  an  intent.     The  first  intent  was  to  impose  a  fine 

'     upon  him.     If  that  intent  were  carried  into  execution — which 

<     was  not  quite  certain — and  if  Cheyt  Sing  did  not  submit  to 

pay  it,  then  he  had  it  in  his  j>ower  to  adopt  some  means  of 

transferring  that  country  to  the  Wazir.     Upon  what  terms 

wnd  he  to  do  it  ?  What  was  the  negotiation  ?  In  what  stage 

was  it  ?    Nothing  more  than  this,  that  some  loose  idea  had 

been  thrown  out  that  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  do  it     That 


1 

Wk  •■  il»t  u  .  poa 

vwm  u*aL  placo  ? 
Thi.  iruolj  io  iUdC 
UStlrt  P™"  "°  •*«><»  «  •IL 

f^«iMw    wilh  lum.      How  i»  it  c 
VgrMKUent  with  him  1    ' 
Imn  of  hia  >u)ij>d»r. 
■fini  of  Ike  trrjitr  tO  t 

!»'"-■! '   "    ■l.ndt 

»■'                              .1    let 

1'                    .,..-oJll 
frtim  tliL  luuuitj  u[  thai 
the  Wuir  would  opeiui 
If  «d  fcal  alwin   befor 
MTeT«ignly,  aixl   done  i 
not  bi  It  vuppowsd  wv  a] 
Xr  wn  WI  always  made  u 
tier  oountrjr,  a«  a  moliun 

couducl?     Thoreforci  I    1 
BNDia  vrry  BxttaonltiiarT 
■oHaiica  of  Mr.  llMing 

1            SSl*'        fteteifonlyooaotlMi, 

■                     aUtetl  tlMt  tbid  WMJ^H 
■^                   to  ubuio  •  dd.^^^^1 

Speech  of  Mr.  Hunter.  891 

|^*^'ddigation  was.illeffal,  because  it  was  without  any  autho-  24AnLi792. 
^▼en  him  so  to  do,  either  by  the  East  India  Company 
any  Act  or  Acts  of  Parliament 
eridence  upon  this  subject  is  in  page  103.    The  argu-  Arfniraents 
to  prove    it  to  be  illegal  has  been — first,  upon  the  m^uj."" 
d  of  a  standing  order  of  the  East  India  Company,  in  the 
1702  ;  upon  the  regulating  Act  which  passed  in  the  year 
uffliTTS;  and  upon  a  subsequent  order,  made  in  respect  to  the 
tt^gjn^  military  power  of  the  Governor  General,  in  the  year 
i());£778.     Your  Liordships  will  find  the  evidence  upon  this  sub- 
^2^  set  oontained  in  the  176th  page  of  the  printed  Evidence. 
^^.j    In  the  first  place,  with  respect  to  this  order.     It  is  stated  Subvcniqn 
■i;i^  be  a  high  crime  and  a  misdemeanour  in  Mr.  Hastings  not  SJderol?**"^ 
jJd  have  adverted  to  a  standing  order  that  passed  in  the  year  ^"^^ 
T  !.'470S.     I  think  that  onler  has  not  been  proved  to  have  had 
'    '^ibj  existence  at  all,  at  any  period  of  time  subsequent  to  that 
'^   ^kitl  because,  though  evidence  has  been  given  of  the  trans- 
^^JBiM.of  the  standing  orders  of  the  Company,  in  the  year  1753, 
^^'^vi  I  do   not  observe    that  there   has  been  any  evidence 
^^  flddnced  to  prove  that  this  was  amongst  them.     In  the  next 
■" '  plaoe,  no  evidence  at  nil  has  been  adduced  to  prove  that  what 
K     wae  transmitted  in  the  year  1 753  was  in  existence  at  Cal- 
<^  flOtta  snbsequent  to  the  year  1756,  when  Calcutta  and  all 
f^   the  muniments  in  it  were  taken,  and,  1  believe,  all  the  muni- 
/    Bents  in  it  destroyed :  and  that  was  particularly  pointed 
^    €mt  to  the  prosecutors  at  the  time  they  were  going  tnrough 
^    diie  evidence.     The  order  of  1702  passed  prior  to  the  esta- 
'     bliahment  of  the  present  Company ;  for  it  was  when  there 
'     were  two  companies,  and  when  all  their  possessions  consisted, 
I  believe,  of  what  did  not  extend  beyond  the  boundary  of 
the  Mahratta  ditch. 

This  order  of  1702  relates  to  three  things.  First,  to  direct, 
aa  a  general  regulation,  that  all  our  affairs  arc  to  be  trans- 
SKSted  m  Council ;  next,  to  direct  that  all  the  members  of 
Council  shall  be  resident  upon  the  spot;  and,  thirdly,  that 
all  our  officers,  in  Ciise  of  e(|uality  in  Council,  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  lot  I  believe,  with  respect  to  all  that  is  specific  The  mtirr 
in  this  order,  it  has  been  totally  obsolete  for  above  forty  or  SJJSlS.*"" 
fifty  years ;  and,  with  resi>ect  to  part  <»f  it,  it  is  directly 
revoked  by  subsequent  orders  upon  the  subject  I  mean,  in 
particular,  with  respect  to  the  residence  of  the  members  of 
Uouncil  upon  the  spot ;  for,  from  the  time  that  we  have  had 
any  other  place  for  them  to  reside  in — from  the  time  that 
fbej  have  had  other  establishments  up  the  country — from 
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^.Mmory  of  nmn  to  prove  its  existence.  "  With  respect  to  the  24Apb.i792. 
.'idbiUon  of  the  order  of  1778,  I  bof^  to  say  that  it  has  not  violation  of 
'iie  smallest  reference  to  the  subject;  for  it  merely  directs  {778°"^*^'^' 
"hat  the  Governor  General  shall  not,  as  such,  possess  military 
'ommand  beyond  the  fort  and  garrison  of  Fort  William  in 
Sangal:    and  that  same  order  states  that,  when  he  finds 
-jOCMion  to  lesive  the  Presidency  of  licrngal,    he   sliiiU  be 
-'ittended  with  his  usual  guard.     This  was  to  prove  an  order 
-ipibnsting  for  local  residence,  whicli  provides  for  the  care  of 
•Ae  Governor  General  (quitting  the  Presidency :  it  only  con- 
i^ftnes  his  military  command.     Why,  Mr.  Hastings'  military 
c^ommand  was  confined  and  always  so ;  but,  when  general 
'VOWers  were  given  to  him,   when  the  whole  power  of  the 
^CSonmcil  was  to  be  carried  with  him  up  the  country  for  public 
pnrposes,  it  followed,  as  a  necessary  con.se(iuence,  that  the 
aulitary  power  would  be  subject  to  the  civil  power  just  as 
aiuch  up  the  country  as  it  would  be  while  the  whole  power 
of  the  civil  Governuient  wiis  exercised  at  Calcutta. 

With  respect  to  the  Act  of  Parliami  nt  of  1773,  that  imputed 
abo  appears  to  me  to  have  not  the  smallest  application  to  the  thu  Act  or 
•abject;  because  that  Act  directs,  in  cstiblishing  the  Govern-  ^^' 
menty  that  they  should  possess  all  the  same  powers  the 
President  and  Council  did  before.  If,  therefore,  the  Presi- 
dent and  Council  did  possess  these  pf)wcrs  before,  the  Act 
does  not  mean  to  take  them  away,  but  expressly  to  give 
them  to  the  new  Government.  That  act,  therefore,  insteiul 
of  proving  anything  for  that  proposition,  if  I  establish  the 
usage,  proves  exprct^sly  the  rev(frse,  and  establishes  the  le- 
ipdity  of  all  the  powers  exerci:5ed  by  the  Govenior  General 
upon  this  occasion.  The  (piestion,  therefore,  seems  to  re- 
aolve  itself  into  this  point :  what  were  the  powers  exercised 
by  the  President  and  Council  antecedent  to  the  regulating 
Act ;  for,  whatever  they  were,  they  are  to  continue  and  to  be 
exercised  subsecpient  to  the  period  ? 

Now,  upon  looking  into  the  records,  your  Lordships  willJJSJJJ^^^ 
find  an  uniform  series  of  them  from  the  year  1760,  when  of  power. 
Mr.  Vansittart  was  sent  up  with  full  powers,  down  to  the 
.perio<l  that  I  am  now  speaking  of.  You  will  find  the  actual 
exercise  of  such  a  power  by  the  Government  upon  the  8|)ot — 
to  delegate  the  wliole  power  of  the  Council  to  a  person, 
when  they  found  it  expedient  for  public  purposes,  to  visit  the 
provinces,  or  to  negotiate,  or  to  treat  generally  or  particularly 
with  any  of  the  native  powers  of  Hindustan.  The  only 
instances  I  shall  refer  your  Lordships  to,  in  ad<lition,  arc — 
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ewentially  necessary  to  be  possessed  by  every  sovereign  m  avilitm. 
ix^ority,  wherever  it  exists,  and  which  must  be  considered 
c  lasting  in  that  remote  country,  exercising  complete  sove- 
rxQ  Mithority  as  between  them  and  all  the  powers  of  India, 
jz  bU  the  persons  under  their  government,  it  is  a  necessary  Nocewityor 
sntiiu  i)0wer  that  they  should  be  able  to  delegate  some  f,j;lJSi*o?"^ 
to  carry  with  him  all  the  powers  of  Government  to  Jjl^pn^^J'™" 
S.9t  persons  with  whom  it  was  necessary  to  treat,  to  settle,  MttHng 

1  to  arrange  matters.      It  is  perfectly  well  known,  the  "^*  **" 
^jat  importance  that  thei*e  is  in  the  personal  ])resence  of  the 
*jt  member  of  tlie  Government.     It  is  well  known,  the 
j^^OMbility  in  some  cases  of  treating  through  the  medium 

smgUkiBf  or  by  means  of  correspondence.     If  you  cannot 
the  powers  of  India  to  Calcutta,  in  that  large  and 
nve  empire,  you  must  either  all  go  up  to  them,  or  be 
to  delegate  some  individual  to  go  up  to  negotiate  with 
It  is  necessary  for  the  prosperity  of  our  affairs  that 
ioh  a  power  should  exist. 

Am  I  to  be  called  uj)on  to  point  out  the  clause  in  the  ^^T75?j?J 
let  of  Parliament  in  which  the  power  is  given  ?     No ;  it  is  '''^  * 
MHigh  for  me  to  say  there  is  no  clause  against  it.    If  for  the 
|bod  of  tiie  service  it  docs  exiet,  and  has   always  existed 
lU  been  exercised,  it  seems  to  me  that  that  is  sufficient  to 
Mfaiblish  its  legality,  and  that  that  new  Act  gives  to  the 
Company  the  power  which  was  exercised  by  the  old  one. 
[t  I  am  called  upon  to  justify  nil  the  powers  that  have 
DQBted   and    that   are    every  day  exercised,   I   should  feel 
Bjself  at  a  loss  to  do  it.     We  know  how  their  powers  have 
pown   up   with    their   government    in    that   country ;    the 
aharter  being  originally  such  as  wa.s  adapted  to  a  trading 
sompany  merely.     If  you  are  to  pursue  the  idea  that  dele-  Dcieg»tion 
pdes  noH  possunt  dele(jare,  you  mujst  say  that  the  Company,  th^m-  ^ 
who  in  the  first  instance  delegated  authority,  had  not  the  }ifSi {2, 
)Ower  of  war  and  ])eace  to  give  their  servants  abroad,  or  *»"^ 
my  of  the   other  powers  they  are  exercising   every  day; 
jut  we  all  know  that  those  ijowere  have  been  found  to  be 
iccesKiry.     They  have  not  been  made  the  subject  of  exjiress 
(rant  or  express  regulation.     The  (iovernment  here  have 
lebatcd  in  a  degree  with  respect  to  the  right  to  these  terri- 
X>rial  )X)ssessi()ns ;  but  the  exercif«e  of  that  power  has  grown 
.ip  with  their  possessions ;  and  this  has  been  a  power  exer- 
cised by  the  Government  there  from  an  experience  of  its 
utility  and  nece^jsity. 
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'^^management  of  the  zamindary;  to  form  such  arrange- maps.  179s. 
^  to  fts  were  consonant  with  the  engagements  subdisting  worcnot 
E  "^een  the  Raja  and  this  Government.     From  whence  it  is  {J."©?! 
^-ledy  either  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  not  the  intent  to  do 
zt  ftfterw&rds  he  actually  attempted  to  do^  or  that^  if  he 
z   it^  he  was  conscious  it  was  not  a  proper  thing  to  bear 
r    Sght  and  to  put  upon  the   records  of  the  Company. 
;^ifMrve  that  exactly  the  same  thing  was  done  with  respect  juitiftedby 
jtlie  powers  that  were   given   to  the  President  in  the  ^''*^****^*' 
t  ^  1773.     The  instructions  for  the  conduct  of  that  Presi- 
.  J^  who  was  going  up  then  with  a  delegation  of  power, 
Vra  ordered  not  to  be  entered  upon  the  consultations^  that 
j^  might  not  transpire,  because,  if  they  did  transpire,  it 

et  Iwve  an  improper  effect ;  and,  therefore,  it  was  the 
cm  of  the  Government  in  1781 — or  of  Mr.  Hastings  in 
•  year  1781 — that  to  have  stated  upon  the  records  of  the 
iwipany  that  he  was  going  up  the  country,  for  the  purpose 
'  calling  Cheyt  Sing  to  an  account  and  of  imposing  a  fine 
NMi  him,  would  have  been  improj>er.  In  the  first  place, 
ijlt»  when  it  rested  in  intention,  to  be  governed  by  events,  it 
ia  not  right  to  be  put  upon  the  record.     In  the  next  place, 

ft  had  trans])ircd  it  could  have  had  no  good  effect,  but 
ight  have  haid  a  very  bad  one ;  for  if  the  llaja  had  after 
At  resisted,  it  might  have  been  said — "  He  did  resist 
NSansc  he  knew  what  you  were  coming  up  for ;  he  knew 
M  were  about  to  inflirt  severe  punishment  upon  him."  In 
le  next  i)lace,  as  to  any  argument  derived  from  Mr.  Hant- 
ip  wishhig  to  conceal  it,  that  is  sufficiently  obviated  by 
16  proof  there  is  of  his  actual  notification  of  that  purpose  to 
[r.  Wheler,  his  colleague  in  office.  The  putting  it  upon 
records  of  the  Ci)nii):iny  could  do  no  more  at  the  time 
communicate  it  to  Mr.  Wheler,  and  to  Mr.   Wheler 

private  comnumication  answered  the  same  puri>ose.  He 
mmunicated  it  to  Mr.  Wheler,  and  received  his  approba- 
on  as  to  what  he  conceived  of  Cheyt  Sing  and  his  jwoposed 
Ian  of  conduct  respecting  him ;  and  that  seems  to  me  a 
ore  proper  mode  of  executing  the  same  thing. 

With  respect  to  the  jreuerality  of  the  i)0wer8,  I  conceive  Tijf^««*»- 
le  mir  argument  to  be  (lorivcd  from  this  is,  that  Mr.  liast-  pjweii. 
gs  had  no  design  to  dispossess  the  Raja.  He  certainly 
id  not.  He  meant  to  do  something  short  of  actual  dis- 
Mscssion  ;  and  from  thence  a  fair  argument,  as  it  seems  to 
le,  arises,  that  Mr.  Hastings,  who  is  supi)osed  unilbrmly  to 
ive  pursued  as  his  object  the  ruin  of  Cheyt  Sing,  should 
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^INCLUSION  OF  THE  SPEECH  OF  THOMAS  PLUMER, 
ESQ.,  COUNSEL  FOR  MR.  HASTINGS,  IN  DEFENCE 
UPON  THE   FIRST   ARTICLE   OF  THE    CHARGE, 

:-=  ■  RELATING  TO  BENARES  ;  26  April,  1792. 

•  With  the  permission  of  your  Lordships,  I  presume  now  2gapb.1792. 
^^TCSiime  the  consideration  of  the  first  Article  of  the  Charge, 


ni 


»■ 


Lordships' 
ining  to  offer  upon  this  subject. 
:.•  ITour  Lordshi|)s  will  recollect  that  the  point  at  which  the  Journey  to 
;4DBiideratioii  left  off  last  was  the  journey  to  Benares ;  and,  ^"^'^ 
tMvmg  already  considered  what  the  charges  against  Mr. 
:3fl0tiiig8  are  respecting  his  intentions  of  proceeding  against 
':Jj|0  Baja,  prior  to  his  going  up  to  Benares,  the  Charge  now 
takee  up  what  he  actually  did  at  Benares — the  conduct  of 
ICr.  Hastings  and  the  conduct  of  Cheyt  Sing. 

My  Lords,  the  first  point  which  is  contained  in  the  22d  Termaoftiie 
pmgraph,  upon  this  subject,  is, —  '"*^* 

"Tliat  Mr.  Hastings  wickedly  and  inaliciuusly  undertook  this  journey 
to  Bcnam*  the  motive  and  tlic  ol)ject  of  it  being  to  harrass  and  op])re88 
and  ruin  Cheyt  Sing,  and  to  extort  large  sums  of  money  from  him  with-  Extortion  of 
out  any  just  and  reasonable  cause  ;*'  moiioy. 

•nd  ihe  Article  states  this  to  be  aggravated — 

"although  Cheyt  Sinj^  had  a  short  time  before,  knowing  the  malice  of 
the  nid  Warren  Hastmgs,  offert>d  to  pay  the  sum  of  tM'enty  lacks  of 
rupees  for  the  serA-ice  of  the  Kast  India  Company." 

Upon  this  subject,  Mr.  Hastings  is  charged,  in  his  conduct  cmeityand 
personaUy  towards  Cheyt  Sing,  with  having  been  guilty  of  JJJJJJJJ}*"' 
wanton  cruelty,  and  of  tyrannical  and  oppressive  conduct,  ch«qrt  sins, 
notwithstanding  the  most  humble  submissive  demeanour  on 
the  part  of  the  Kaja.     It  is  imputed  to  him  that  the  rebellion 
that  took  place  was  raised  by  his  violence,  breach  of  faith 
and  oppression  ;    and  the  expulsion  of  Cheyt  Sing  is  one  of 
the  acts   charged   upon  him  as  a  high   crime   and  misde- 
meanour. 

My   Lords,   with  respect  to  the  object  of  the  journey,  ofajivt  of 
Mr.  Hastings  has  stated  the  transactions  at  Benares  to  have  IonmSS? 
been  but  a  secondary  and  subordinate  object ;   the  primary 
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|.^.j8iible^  to  obtain  the  liquidation  of  that  debt  which  was  2«Api..  1702. 
'^-Vaij  resource  to  feed  all  the  various  exigencies  that  were 
^jBUig  upon  us  at  that  period.     It  was  incumbent  upon 
^''_  Government  to  endeavour  to  effect  this,  if  there  >vas  any 

*  "Jeaat  chance  of  success*.     I  hope  it  will  be  sufficient  to 

*  IT  tiiat  the  obvious  motive  for  it  was  not  that  which  is 
'  mted — a  design  to  ruin  Cheyt  Sing,  but  that  it  arose 

*  in  ft  desire  to  endeavour,  if  he  could,  to  obtain  some  re- 
"coes  for  the  relief  of  the  Company's  affairs. 

^jfk  ttiother  point  of  view,  it  has  also  appeared  to  me  fit  to  p^,2lL2«5 
-Mrt  to  that  state  of  distress  as  a  considerable  aggravation  to  resistance 
-Otlie  giiUt  of  Cheyt  Sing — to    account    for  why  Cheyt  ™[nVS  ^™" 
M  •hould  conduct  himself  in  the  manner  that  he   did ;  ^*'«*»«^ 
i^iqg,  in  the  earlier  periods  of  it,  been  induced  to  resist  the 
||m  of  the  Board  by  the  dissensions  in  the  Board,  and 
iirwardfl  to  do  it,  by  the  distresses  that  hung  upon  the 

tMj  Lords,  it  has  been  said — "  Why  did  Mr.  Hastings  go  objection  of 
p  to  Benares  with  so  small  a  force,  if  he  believed  Cheyt  illj^^^to 
HIg  to  be  meditating  resistance  against  the  Government  ? —  Sfth^J^mtii 
Hy  did  he  not  take  a  sufficient  force  to  prevent  it?     He  force. 
mU  not  believe  it  to  be  true,  because  if  he  had,  he  would 
Kre  taken  the  proper  means  to  prevent  it ;  and  if  he  did 
pi  believe  it^  then  his  conduct  is  arbitrary,  tyrannical  and 
ppffessive^  in  imputing  to  him  guilt  that  did  not  exisf 
I  J  Lords,  I  have  already  examined  that  subject,  as  to  the  S*"*??**^!^ 
Hilitj  of  Cheyt  Sing's  designs  and  the  reality  of  his  guilt ;  in^in 
nt  I  do  admit  that  .Mr.  Hastings  did  not  at  that  time  be-  SltTofS? 
eve — what  afterwards  turned  out  to  be  the  fact—  that  he  J^SJSSJjJ^ 


not  believe  at  any  time  that  he  had  designs  of  immediate 
aaiatancc ;  but  that  it  was  to  depend,  as  Mr.  Hastings  has 
Kprcssly  stated,  upon  one  or  other  of  two  events — a  Mah- 
(tta  invasion  or  the  arrival  of  a  French  armament;  that  he 
id  only  put  himself  in  a  state  of  prepanition  for  open  re- 
olt  when  an  o|)p()rtunity  should  present  itself.  That  Mr. 
[utings  did  not,  in  point  of  fact,  expect  immediate  resist- 
DOe — that  he  did  not  think  Cheyt  Sing  had  arrived  at  that 
tate  when  he  would  attempt  it — undoubtedly  is  the  fact ; 
ad  without  whicli  I  should  be  at  a  loss  to  explain  the  consist- 
ncy  or  propriety  of  Mr.  Hastings'  conduct  in  not  intending 
baolutely  to  dispossess  him  of  iiis  zamindary.  But  with  the  {J^^JjJ^J*' 
lea  that  Mr.  Hastings  entertauuMl,  tlint,  though  he  had  bail  imnto"* 
eaigns,  it  was  yet  not  entirely  hopelcsB  to  bring  him  backJISy/''*^ 


Uefc  »!.-_.  *»«•   of  it^ 
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who  were  to  call  him  to  account  and  to  punish  him  not  26Ap]i.i79f. 
lept  it 
Jj^  the  first  place,  the  sincerity  of  the  offer  and  the  proper 
-J.  JCUtion  of  it  your  Lordships  will  judge  of,  perhaps,  from 
,.  I  whole  of  this  person's  conduct,  in  which  he  iind  certainly 
^Vsn  making  an  oflTer  and  amusing  and  delaying  the  Govern- 
*"^3nt  from  the  beginning.     Your  Lordships  will  judge  whc- 
^^  cr,  if  he  had  made  that  offer  and  no  steps  were  taken  to 
^iSotQit  it,  there  was  any  probability  it  would  have  been 
■*-  implied  with.     But  if  the  judgment  was  that  he  ought  to 
-* '  *Te  forty  or  fifty  lacs  imposed  upon  him,  and  if  what  he 
3^  - '^Sored  was  not  a  moiety  of  it,  that  affords  no  argument 
^-i^gaiiut  the  propriety  of  the  intended  conduct  with  respect 
-r*-0  Cheyt  Sing. 

^^^  The  next  thing  adverted  to  is  the  conduct  of  Cheyt  Sing  Conduct  of 
rifX  the  meeting  with  Mr.  Hastings,  u[)on  the  14th  or  theS^tfiim'^ 
S^iAth  of  August  and  on  the  following  day ;  at  which  time,  it  mJE.  Ha?t- 
-jis  represented  that  the  humble  and  submissive  demeanour  of  i^s^ 
^.the  zaroindar's  conduct  ought  to  have  disarmed  all  idea  of 
g:  Us  entertaining  any  b<ad  designs  against  the  Government, 
^^  and  must  have  aftbrded  the  most  complete  proof  of  his  fidelity, 
^  attachment  and  obedience.     My  Lords,  he  met  Mr.  Hast- 
.    ioge  at  Buxar ;  and  the  Article  enumerates  with  great  par- 
^  ticakurity   all    the   minute   circumstances  of    his    external 
,    demeanour  that  were  exhibited  at  that  place.     He  went  on 
,.  board  Mr.  Hastings'  buat ;  communicated  with  him  upon  the 
.^    subject ;  and  the  Article  states — 

'■.  "  That  he  did,  ])v  every  means  in  liis  power,  endeavour  to  pay  every 
mark  of  re8})ect  and  attention  to  the  s^aid  \Vam>n  Ilustin^s,  did  express 

'*  the  utmost  distress  and  concern  at  havin>{  ^iven  any  snppf>sed  qb\\w.  of 
offence  to  liim,  and  absnred  him  tliat  his  zcmindary  und  all  he  possessod 

*  were  at  his  devotion,  and  did  acc(jm])any  his  words  witli  actions  strongly 
expressive  of  his  sincerity.'* 

My  Lords,  these  are  the  passages  selected  from  the 
Narrative  of  Mr.  Hastings  of  the  conduct  of  the  Kaja  at  this 
meeting — and  I  should  have  thought  tliat,  when  it  was 
professed  to  give  what  actually  passed  at  that  meeting  and 
the  conduct  of  the  Haja  u])on  it,  it  might  liave  been  as  well 
to  have  stated  thi;  whnh;  of  what  pa^s^ed^  and  not  to  have 
dcBcribcd  it  in  the  mann(»r  the  Article  does — that  it  was  an 
admission  that  he  exprissed  his  concern  for  a  supposed 
cause  of  offence;  when  the  account  from  which  this  is  taken 
states,  that,  ii])on  its  being  stated  to  him  what  the  charges 
were  against  him,  he  expressly  admitted  the  truth  of  them — 
pot  that  it  was  a  sup^iosed  cause  of  ofi'enccj  but  he  admitted 
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imhikf  18  here  described  to  have  been,  in  the  very  same  page  26APS.17M. 
ri— " a  great  fleet  of  boats,  which,  as  I  afterwards  learned,  o.oooanned 
ijrere  crowded  with  two  thousand  anned  and  chosen  men."  "»«^»^ 
i^if  J  Lords,  that  circumstance  was  altogether   overlooked  ! 
iJBoi  we  are  told  that  all  this  preparation  was  mere  compli- 
9|BeDt  and  intended  as  matter  of  respect.     It  is  a  singular 
^'jpistance  of  rcsi)cct  to  be  shown  by  a  zamindar  to  the  rejjre- 
^iMOtative  of  his  sovereign,  who  came  with  a  very  email  suite 
rVid  attendance,  that  he  should  meet  him  with  an  army; 
I  that  he  should  come  down  with  two  thousand  men  and  eleven 
K  knndred  cavalry  ;   and  that  as  a  mark  of  respect   to    that 
power  to  whom  he  had  constantly  rc{)resented  his  inability 
to  furnish  them  with  one  horse  !     It  is  a  singular  instance 
of  oompliment,  that  he  should  show  the  parade  of  eleven 
hundred  horse,  when  he  had  constantly  represented  that  he 
eonld  not  furnish  the  Company  with  one ;  for,  though  he 
made  a  talk  about  five  hundred,  he  never  mustered  a  single 
horee! 

In  the  next  place,  I  think  it  could  hardly  be  thought  Ooninry  to 
Blatter  of  compliment,  when  it  is  considered  what  are  the  ''***^' 
established  ceremonials  even  between  equals.  To  state  an 
instance  to  your  Lordships  : — when  Mr.  Hastings  went  to 
nect  Suja-ud-Dowla,  and  Suja-ud-Dowla  learned  that  he 
came  with  a  small  attendance,  Suja-ud-Dowla  dismissed  the 
attendants  that  were  coming  down  with  him,  [as  it]  might 
be  deemed  incivility  between  individuals^,  if  he  came  with 
a  larger  suite  than  the  person  who  came  to  meet  him.  It 
could  hardly  be  considered  as  a  mark  of  respect,  that  a  i)erson, 
who  must  be  considered  as  being  in  an  inferior  situation, 
should  come  down  with  a  superior  force  to  meet  the  repre- 
sentative of  his  sovereign. 

This  fact  of  his  coming  with  a  superior  force  does  notThoikctof 
stand  merely  upon  the  account  given  in  this  passage  in  the  rSl^.?^^ 
"  Narrative,"  but  is  verified  by  several  depositions,  and  one  JjJiilJg^^ 
of  an  oflicer  in  Chcyt  Sing's  service  at  the  time,  who  was 
actually  executing  the  orders  of  Chevt  Sing  upon  that  occa- 
sion— a  commandant  of  eleven  hundred  men  in  the  service 
of  Cbeyt  Sing,  and  who  was  one  of  the  persona  engaged  in 
the  rebellion  afterwards.     Your  Lordships  will  find  this  fact 
stated  in  three  depositions : — one  in  page  235 ;  another  in 
248  ;  and  a  third  in  249.     It  ap^Kiars  there  that  Chey t  Sing, 
upon  the  intimation  of  Mr.  Hastings*  pro]X)sed  journey  to 
Benares,  had  given  directions  for  the  collection  of  this  foroe; 
that  it  consist^,  I  think,  by  different  accounts  of  it,  of  about 


Speech  of  Mr.  Plumer,  907 

Z"  -  lying  him  by  land  and  by  water  with  the  force  that  i8a6APE.i7w. 

^   re  stated.     I  should  have  thought  that,  when  it  appeared 

^- are  was  this  force,  and  when  there  was  evidence,  which  is 
^:'  fore  your  Lordships,  of  the  declared  purpose  for  which 
*:  was  collected — I  should  have  thought  it  just  as 
'-'  alerial  to  be  adverted  to  as  tlie  circumstance  of  offering 

V  id  presenting  his  turban  in  the  lap ! 
'^'^    But  your  Lordshi[)s  will   find  that  nothing,   in  point  ofTiwtrooiw 
^  -  lOty  was  actually  done  by  this  force  at  that  time.    It  appears^  qncntiy 
,.  J  one  of  the  commanding  officers,  that  this  force  returned  shcwJufi**' 
,.:-  nth  the  Raja  and  was  stationed   in  the  neighbourhood  of  a 
y^.Jaoe   called   Shewalla.*      Your   Lordships  will  please   to 
iBOoUect  that  name — an  unfortunate  name  for  the  British 

■  biroe — around  which  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  was 
'stationed  this  prejKired  force — collected^  officered    and  in- 

•Iracted,  in   the   manner  that   I  have  stated,  prior  to  the 

arrival  of  Mr.  Hastings. 

Mr.  Hastings,  when   he  came  to   Benares,   is  stated   to 


"wantonly,  arbitrarily  and  tyrannically,  degraded  and  insulted,  and 
fclirrlj  accused  him,  the  said  Rajah,  of  certain  acts  of  niisgovcnnent,  and 
of  dJsaflfectinn  and  breach  of  faith  and  duty  to  the  East  India  Company, 
and  of  other  crimes  and  offcnc*cs,  which  said  ])retended  offences  were  set 
forth  in  a  certain  pa])er  writing,  delivert>d  or  ordered  to  ))C  delivered  to 
tile  taid  Rajah,  l>y  the  said  Warren  Hastings  ;** 

and  then  it  states  that  the  Haj:i  did,  in  the  most  sub- 
Ikiissivc  and  humble  manner,  either  fully  deny  or  offer  a 
complete  justification  of  hims^elf  from  the  false,  wicked  and 
malicious^  charges  brought  against  him. 

Now,  my  Lords,  the  charges  are  stated  in  a  letter  that  Mr.  H«iht-^ 
was  sent  to  Cheyt  Sing,  and  which  is  in  the  115th  page,  a^raitiKt 
and  the  answer  to  it  is  in  tiie  following  ])!igc.     The  accu- ^  *^* ***"'*** 
aations  agsiinst  Cheyt  Sing  exhibited  by  Mr.  Hastings  relate 
principally    to   three   subjects: — first,    his    misconduct   in 
xeapect   of  the  subsidy   in   the   year  1780;    secondly,  the 
demand  of  cavalry   not  being  complied  with  ;   thirdly,  the 
breach  of  those  engagements  in  respe(^t  to  the  |)oIice.     It  is 
stated  that  all  this  was  ''  f'al<«e,  wicked  and  maliciou.*^.*'      I 
have  already  troubled  your  Lordships  with  the  di.^cussicm  of 
that  subject.     Whether  it  was  false,  wicked  and  malicious, 
to  charge  Cheyt  Sing  with  neglect  of  duty  in  these  instances 
andu|K)n  these  subjects,  «>r  not,  your  Ijordships,  who  have 
heard  the  evidence,  will  decide. 

*  i^hewalla  Uliat,  thf  kKality  of  Cheyt  Sing's  palace  in  Bcnaret. 


Speech  of  Mr,  Plumer.  909 

and  urging  them  for  three  or  four  months  time  to  ^  Apr,  not. 
^^    tliat  which  he  ought  to  pay  immediately.     When  he 
^Lad  thftt  to  Mr.  Fowke,   Mr.  Fowke  said  the  necessities 
2^  lie  Compjuiy  were  pressing,  that  it  had  the  appearance  of 

*  ttppropriatioD,  and  that,  Avhen  he  considered  the  wealth 
,^J.  Cheyt  Sing,  had  from  his  father,  his  pretences  of 
'^^erty  were  ridiculous.     Notwithstanding  that,  he  sends  a 

'  tefp  Knowing  that  it  was  ridiculous  and  knowincr  the  falsity 
"^  it ;  and  because  no  answer  is  sent  to  that  letter  is  his 
^-^nilete  justification  for  not  obeying  the  order  of  the  Board. 
^llaw  is  it  true  that  no  answer  was  sent  to  it  ?     The  letter  Order  actu- 
^W  nad  in  the  consultation  on  the  7tli  of  September;  nndn!^"tho 
.'^^ibii  that  very  day  the  most  substantial  and,  what  ought  to  2jf»wer  to 
fj^  been,  the   most   impressive  answer  was  sent  to  thatt*»«i«?ittT. 
«|lter;  for  it  appears,  in  page  93  of  the  Evidence — 

^••Oidered" — after  readin^^  this  lett<?r — "that  Mr.  Fowke  do  inform 
B^  B^jih  that  the  Board  are  much  displeased  with  those  affected  debys, 
■Jtowiug  hia  ability  to  make  immediate  payment  of  the  subsidy,  and  that 
Jferparemptorily  require  him  to  discharge  it." 

Be  letter  was  sent  to  Mr.  Fowke,  who  says  he  has  com- 
ifioDicated   it   to   the  Kaja,  that   the   Board   censured   his 
IfftteTj  knew   his  ability,  and  required  payment.     That  isFaiACBUto- 
I3a  oompletc  justification !      He  says,  with  respect  to  the  ^u!^^1lia 
iMNnse.— •  r^*'''  ^^ 

•**"*'»  liorse. 

**  You  desired  mc  in  your  letter  to  infonn  you  of  what  numlier  I  could 

1  to  station  with  you,  and  I  sent  you  a  jmrticulur  account  of  all  that 

in  my  sen-ice,  amounting  to  thirteen  hundred  hurse,   of  which 

li  were  stationed  at  different  places,  ))ut  I  received  no  answer  to 

thit." 

In  tlie  first  ])lace,  that  is  not  the  representation  he  sent 
down,  for  he  made  an  offer  only  of  two  hundred  and  fifty. 
In  the  next  place,  he  did  receive  an  answer,  for  Mr.  Markham 
was  sent  up  with  an  answer  to  him  subsequent  to  that  letter, 
which  he  delivered  u[)on  the  7th  of  January,  1781;  ami 
Mr.  Markham,  who  went  uj)  in  February,  carried  the  orders 
from  the  Governor  General  and  a  parwana  to  that  eftect, 
requiring  him  to  send  the  horse ;  and  he  admits  it  just 
afterwaras,  whicli  is  a  con.sidcrable  inconsistency,  for  he 
aays — "  I  received  no  answer :  Mr.  iVfarkham  ordered  me  to 
prepare  a  thousand  horse."  Was  not  that  an  answer?  lie 
then  says  he  told  Mr.  Markham  that  they  were  ready  to  go 
to  whatever  place  they  were  to  be  sent  to.  "  No  answer  was 
eent  upon  this  head,  and  T  remained  astonished  at  it."  Why, 
when  Mr.  Markham  had  been  all  along  constantly  pressing 
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f^hillg  that  indicates  real  submission?     I  should  rather 2« apb^itw, 
^  thought  it  would  have  been  a  letter  more  deserving  of 
'^  duuracter  if  he  had  done  what  Mr.  Hastings  says  he 
ii£  not  do.     He  says  it  was  ''  less  a  vindication  of  himself 
r:n  a  recrimination  on  uie."     So  it  was;  for,  instead  of 
:  jutting  himself  to  bo  at  all  to  blame,  he  throws  all  the 
upon  the  Governor,  and  says — "  it  is  all  your  iiiult, 
you  would  not  answer  my  letters." 
;;^BCr.  Hastings   says — ''  It  expresses  no   concern  for   the  it  conuinod 
ilMes  of  complaint  contained  in   my  letter,  or   desire  to  "o^r OiT^™ 
one   for  them,   nor   the   smallest   intention   to  pursue  aj^i"]S*jJt. 
JRBrent  line  of  conduct/* 

"Ify  Lords,  in  all  these  respects  I  think  it  was  defective  in 
abmission.  It  would  have  been  more  a  model  of  a  sub- 
ive  letter  if  it  had  given  some  hope  that  he  was  sensible 
guilt  and  meant  to  avoid  the  repetition  of  it ;  that  he 
willing  to  make  an  atonement  for  it,  and  express  some 
for  what  was  past ;  when,  after  an  admission  of  his 
guilt  in  person,  he  coukl  be  brought  the  next  day, 
^ken  ne  hod  got  among  his  friends  and  adherents,  to  write 
.'Jetter  in  answer  to  these  charges  which  were  proved,  to 

*  I  do  not  feel  m^'self  in  the  least  to  ))lame.  You  have  not  done 
oar  duty ;  the  fault  is  yours ;  you  did  not  answer  my  letters.  But,  in 
n  thftt  respects  me,  I  have  never  swcn-ed  from  my  duty." 

t  that  was  his  idea  of  his  duty — if  he  thought  to  resist  all 
he  orders  of  Government  for  four  years  together  was  a  fit 
tiflciharge  of  his  duty,  it  was  high  time  to  teach  him  a 
Bfferent  lesson.  It  was  very  little  to  be  expected  that  a 
nan  who  could  conceive  this  to  be  a  discharge  of  duty  would 
Lot  conduct  himself  in  the  same  way  in  future  ;  and,  there- 
ore,  if  it  was  j)r()per  to  prevent  the  repetition  of  such 
onduct,  it  wa<  certainly  neces.s;iry  after  this  to  take  s(mic 
Qcans  for  tc^aching  tin*  Kaja  that  that  was  not  a  due  per- 
brmancc  of  his  dutv. 
Mr.  IlastiiiiTs  .-^avs  that  he  considt^red  this  answer, 

'Couched  in  terms   of  defiance  to  reciuisitions  of  so  serious  a  nature,  1nt«rpreto* 
a  a  strong  indication  <»r  that  spirit  of  independency  \vhi(rh  tlie  Ri^ah  }*?Jl®^*^ 
AS  for  some  years  past  aissunied,  and  of  wiiich,  indei*d,   I   had  early  UefUnceoT 
ibsen'ed  other  manifest  svmptoms,  hotli  before  and  from  the  instant  of  the  Com- 
By  arrival.*'  KtSSiwy. 

Therefore  it  is  that  this  letter  is  looked  nptm  by  Mr.  Hastings, 
lot  singly  and  abstractedly  by  it.self,  but  coupled  with  all 
he  antecedent  coiuhurt  of  the  liuja,  coupled  with  all  the 
nfonnation  he  had  had  of  the   bad  designs  of  the  Baja, 


""^.  I.  of  (Will,   ".  ""^Tcn, 
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'lire  whether  there  be  any  local  circumstances  or  any  96Afr.  1792. 
■**aliar  customs  in  that  country  that  make  it  a  particular 
^;nU50  to  a  man  of  higli  rank,  more  than  it  would  be  in  this 
^-lltiy,  [to  be  arrested]  upon  a  charge  as  a  state  delinquent. 
^  be  put  under  an  arrest  is,  in  all  countries,  undoubtedly,  a 
^'{race ;  but  the  disgrace  arises,  not  from  the  imprisonment, 

.  the  crime  imputed.     It  is  already  in  proof  by  Mr.  Benn  Tho»rr«it 
^jL  arrest  with  respect  to  zamindars  is  a  common  mode  of  SS*m"^" 
r^jeeeding  for  enforcing  even  a  civil  debt,  and  that  it  is  not  al^JllJ^ 
vended  with  that  indelible  disgrace  that  is  alleged,  with 
^^ibect  to  the  Hindus  or  even  to  the  Bralimans.     I  find  it 
^  Ibe  the  common,  establisltcd,  mode  of  proceeding  in  the 
"^mpany's  Government  in  that  country,  to  enforce  obedience 

their  orders  of  every  dcscri])tion. 

i:I  will  just  refer  your  Lordships,  to  show  what  has  been  the  insunoeof 

liMftant  practice  upon  that  subject,  to  an  instance — and  it  isBmSwSi.^ 

pM  in  which  all  possibility  of  any  malice  against  the  indivi- 

:^  or  of  any  intention  to  disgnice  him  is  entirely  excluded 

r«I  mean  an  instance  which  happened  on  the  1st  of  October, 

788,  with  respect  to  the  Kaja  of  Burdwan,  a  powerful  and 

dnnderable  zamindar,  a  man  of  a  higher  caste  than  Chevt 

fag  was,  and  of  very  great  rank,  upon  disobedience  to  the 

iders  of  the  Board  in  not  sending  down  his  accounts  which 

le  was  ordered  to  do  :   though  he  accompanied  them  with  a 

lUmble  and  submissive  letter, giving  an  account  of  the  reasons 

rbich   had  prevented  him,    yet   the  Board   deemed   them 

TaBive  and   ill   founded,  and   agreed  that  a  fine  of  5,000 

opees  be  levied  on  him  ;  and  they  write  to  the  collector  at 

hirdwan,  that  he  be  put  into  confinement,  in  case  of  his 

ielaying  to  discharge  it  within  the   period  prescribed.     The 

ollector  states,  in  answer  to  that  letter,  that  he  had  com- 

BUnicated  his  orders  requiring  payment  within  five  days  : — 

••  In  obedience  to  the  ul)ove  orders,  I  commimioated  to  the  Rigah  in 
riiCinff  the  connnunds  of  tlie  honouruljle  Board,  and,  as  he  has  persisted 
II  witnhohlin^  the  ])aynient  of  this  fine,  I  have  been  under  the  necessity 
if  placing  a  jeinydar  and  twelve  peons  niohussils  over  him;  and,  shouhl 
0  still  deky  coinphance  with  the  Iionourable  Hoanrs  order,  I  l)Cff  to  )m* 
KTOured  with  directions  in  what  inunner  I  am  to  proceed  against  him/'* 

Upon  this,  the  Board  unanimously  order  that,  if  he  did  not 
Ay  within  twenty-four  hours,  upon  a  fresh  demand  made 
ipon  him  for  payment,  he  should  be  seized  and  sent  down 
n  confinement  to  Calcutta  : 


*  Lettvr  from  Thomas  Urooke,  aotiiij^  eoUector  oflhirdwan,  to  the  ]U>ard  of 
tevenue,  8  NoveniWr,  17tfS. — Printed  in  the  "Minutes  of  the  Kvidencf." 
I.  1619. 
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i  ft  that  a  niaulaviy  wlio  was  a  servant  of  Mr.  Mark  ham,  so  apb.  1702. 
-  'bt  likewise  be  left  with  him,  aiirl  wlio  was  another  of  the 
*-  ortunate  persons  murdered  in  the  same  phice. 
'^  Hie  Kaja  acted  liis  part  so  well,  during  the  time  that  the 
.^^puations  were  going  on,  that  it  had  the  effect  of  deceiving 
•  %•.  Markhain,  and,  likewise,  of  deceiving  Mr.  Hastings.    He 
*""Ote  letters  of   pretended    submission,   and    which   were  His  lotters 
"*  ^tten,  as  Mr.  Hastings  stated,  in  apparent  despondency,  suimiiion. 
'^•ley  had  that  appearance  at  the  time,  and  they  are  now 
9  Itod  here  in  the  Charge  as  if  they  had  been  real ;  when, 
c-ter  what  did  |)ass  and  what  it  is  known  was  going  on  at  the 
Fffffie  he  was  writing  these  letters^  it  is  very  astonishing  to 
c^  that  these  letters  should  now  be  quoted  as  proofs  of  his 
i.m1  submission,  and  no  notice  at  all  taken  of  all  that  was 
^Ofaw  on  at  the  same  time. 

t   My  Lords,  these  letters  had  the  effect  of  operating  upon  Thdrinnu- 
^r.  Hastings  to  write  him  an  encouraging  letter.  He  says, —  MrTHiwt- 

"  I  have  received  your  two  arzecs  from  the  bunds  of  Mr.  Murkhuni 
,Jtod  understand  their  contents.     That  gentleman  ^\^ll  wait  on  you  in  the 
'^     noon  and  explain  j>articulars.     Set  your  mind  at  rest  and  do  not 
wve  any  terror  or  apprehen.sion.'** 


The  Baja  pretended,  in  answer  to  this,  to  be  satisfied  and 
lo  drop  any  apprehensions  of  danger.     He  says,— 

•*  Your  ^(racious  letter  has  been  reeeivcd  r.nd  nmde  me  acquainted  with 
fOOT  comands.  You  order  that,  in  the  ul'ternoon  Mr.  AVilhani  Markhani 
vill  come  to  nie ;  tliat  I  must  not  suffer  any  appreliension  to  (Uaturh  me, 
fant  remain  at  ease  in  mv  mind.  My  pn)tector,  wherever  you  spreuti 
vour  shadow  over  my  head  I  am  entirely  fn'c  from  concern  and  appre- 
neiMion,  and  whatever  vou,  who  are  mv  master,  »hall  determine  wdl  he 

niht." 

My  Lonls,  that  was  the  List  letter.  Very  soon  after  this, 
in  the  course  of  that  disastrous  day,  took  i)lace  those  events 
that  are  stated  upon  this  Charge  in  a  most  extraordinary 
manner  indeed,  and  which  have  even,  .some  of  them,  been  to 
my  utter  astonishment  vindicated. 

My  Lords,  it  ha?*  been   stated  that  the  manly  spirit  of  Awrtionof 
Chcyt  Sing's  ])eoplc  acted  uj)on  this  occasion  in  his  defence,  neit or 
I  will  show  your  L()rdshi])S  what  was  the  manly  spirit  of  that  {nHlpioTntft 
daring  rebel ;  and  your  Lordships  will  then  judge  whether  it  "i'^i*"^ 
was  a  manly  spirit,  or  whether  it  was  an  act  of  foul  and  base 
ingratitude,  of  rank  rebellion  and   foul  treason  against  his  ^^ 
flovercign.     My  Lords,  all  these  troops  that  had  been  as- wtniSodiij 
semblcd  prior  to  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Hastings,  and  which  arc 

*  S<H'  **  Narrative  (»t'  the  lusurreetion  in  Henares,''  p.  2.*J. 
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"^^  tliat  place.      It  also  happened,  most  unfortunately,  that  26  Apr.  1792. 

*"Mt  three  hundred  soldiers  of  the  Raja  were  pennitted  to 
'^'nain  in  the  external  court,  where  the  two  companies  of 
'*-"pOT8  were. 

^'  Upon  the  collecting  of  all  this  force,  they  became  more  and 
*^  ore  tumultuous.  It  was  very  easy  to  be  acen  for  what 
'^irpose  they  were  collected,  and  what  must  be  the  event  of 
2:|  this  preparation — that  they  would  very  soon  execute  it. 
K  i  18  stated  in  the  ('harge,  after  taking  notice  of  all  the 
harticulara  about  the  turban  and  all  the  letters  that  were 
s^nritten  and  so  on, — 

ri.^^'lliat  he  wrote  several  h'trers  full  of  distress  and  submission  and  Doticriptiou 
K^^iwvent   despondency  to   the  said   Warren   Hastinj^s,  who  took  little  P^'V,""*: 
r,jttaoe  of  the  same  ;  and,  a  sudden  affray  ha\in^  arisen,  in  consequenee  churne. 
■M  the  march  of  a  (juantity  of  sepoys  to  reinforce  the  guard  put  over  the 
Uahy  and  in  consequence  of  the  insults  and  indi^^nities  offered  to  him, 
,tfM  a  part  of  the  said  p^uard  havin;;  been  destroyed  by  the  fun'  of  the 
jopulace  enraged  by  tlie  ()utra;^cs  (»ffcrcd   to  their  prince,  in  their  pre- 
fmce,  and  the  U^jah  having  iK:d  for  safety  during  the  tumult  to  a  fort 
in  the  neighbourhood,  he,  the  said  Rajah,  did  immediately  and  at  divers 
pnd  aunchy  times  afterwards  send  other  letters  of  submission.*' 

TIlis  states  that  a  part  of  the  guard  had  been  destroyed  by 
the  fury  of  the  populace.     AN  hy,  there*  was  not  one  of  the 

Pmlacc  there  I  They  were  nil  picked  soldiers  collected 
brchand,  and  tlio  commanding  ofliccr.^,  Munnihar  Sing, 
Nunkoo  Sing,  Sadanund  l]akhshi,  some  of  them,  came  and 
seated  thems(*lvcs  i)y  the  Haja.  It  appears  that  the  Baja 
desired,  about  twelve  o'clock  at  noon,  I  think,  to  perform 
his  ablutions,  and,  in  a  short  time  after,  to  perform  his  devo- 
tions. A  right  honourable  Manager  stated  that  the  inter-  ohcyu^*' 
ruption  given  to  him  in  his  devotions  deserved  what  followed,  llJ^'^fJ^JJ, 
and  that  the  manly  spirit  of  the  llaja's  peo])le  did  that  which  dOTotioiw. 
every  person  would  wish  his  friends  and  servants  to  do  upon 
a  like  occasion.  (iod  forbid  they  should  I  I  mean  the 
right  honourable  Maimger  who  ma<le  an  eloquent  speech  at 
tho  close  of  the  evidence  on  this  .Vrticle  :  he  said  that  the 
chobdar  was  "  the  vilest  of  mankind";  a  chobdar  was  Bent, 
who  insulted  him  and  interrupted  his  devotions,  and  there- 
fore it  was  that  what  followed  was  the  exercise  of  a  manly 
spirit.^ 

Now,  my  Lord-,  what    i-»  the  acc.)unt  given  by  the  evi-Tmedr- 
dence  of  what  actually  |»a>sod';:'     The  people,  on  the  outside  SfSio'~^ 


of  the  walls,  whose  entrv   was  resisted   by  tho  4'xcrtions  ot  Attempt  of 

;; 1 theiieopke 

*  Sec  Mr.  Ijiirki-'s  "  Ub»i.-rvutioub  on  the  Eyidcnce  on  tliu  Iwrbt  Charge-/' 
ifol.  i.,  p.  307. 
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any  tiling  that  indicates  real  submission  ?  I  should  rather  2«  apr^itw. 
have  thought  it  would  have  been  a  letter  more  deserving  of 
that  character  if  he  had  done  what  Mr.  Hastings  says  he 
did  not  do.  He  says  it  was  "  less  a  vindication  of  himself 
than  a  recrimination  on  me."  So  it  was;  for,  instead  of 
admitting  himself  to  bo  ut  all  to  blame,  he  throws  all  the 
blame  upon  the  Governor,  and  says — '*it  is  all  your  fault, 
because  you  would  not  answer  my  letters.'* 

Mr.  Hastings   says — '•  It  expresses  no   concern  for   the  it  oonuinod 
causes  of  complaint  contained  in    my  letter,   or   desire  to  "or  ui""*" 
atone   for   them,    nor   the   smallest   intention    to  pursue  a  UlJJjy^iJt, 
different  line  of  conduct." 

My  Lords,  in  all  these  respects  I  think  it  was  defective  in 
submission.  It  would  have  been  more  a  mo<lel  of  a  sub- 
missive letter  if  it  had  given  some  hope  that  he  was  sensible 
of  his  guilt  and  meant  to  avoid  the  repetition  of  it ;  that  he 
was  willing  to  make  an  atonement  for  it,  and  express  some 
concern  for  what  was  past ;  when,  after  an  admission  of  his 
own  guilt  in  i)erson,  he  could  be  brought  the  next  day, 
when  he  had  got  among  his  friends  and  adherents,  to  write 
a  letter  in  answer  to  these  charges  which  were  proved,  to 

«ay,— 

"  I  do  not  ft'cl  mvself  in  tlie  least  to  lilanie.  You  have  not  done 
your  duty ;  the  fault  is  yours  ;  you  did  not  answer  my  letters.  But,  in 
all  that  respects  nie,  I  have  never  swerved  from  my  duty." 

If  that  was  his  idea  of  hi.s  duty — if  he  thought  to  resist  all 
the  orders  of  Ciuvcrnmont  for  four  vears  toij:ether  was  a  fit 
dischar'xe  of  his  <lntv,  it  was  lii^^h  time  to  teach  him  a 
different  lesson.  It  was  very  little  to  be  expected  that  a 
man  who  could  conceive  this  to  be  a  discharge  of  duty  would 
not  conduct  himself  in  the  same  way  in  future  ;  and,  there- 
fore, if  it  was  j)roper  to  i)revcnt  the  repetition  of  such 
conduct,  it  wa«;  certainly  necessary  after  this  to  take  some 
means  fiu*  teaching  the  Kaja  that  that  was  not  a  due  per- 
formance of  his  dutv. 

Mr.  Hastings  says  that  he  considered  this  answer, 

**  Couched  ni  terms   of  drtiance  to  re(|ui.sition.s  of  so  serious  a  nature,  InterpreU« 
as  a  stronjr  in«lu"ution  of  that  spirit  of  independency  which  the  R^ial^  flJIJ^^***" 
ha.^  for  sonic  years  ]Kist  ussuincd,  and  <if  which,   indei'd,   I   had  early  deflanceof 
observed  other  manifest  syinj)t<ims.  Ixith  before  and  from  the  instant  of  t*H>Coin- 
my  arrival.*'  KSfcirity. 

Therefore  it  is  that  this  letter  is  l<»oked  u|)()n  by  Mr.  Hastings, 
not  singly  an<l  abstract(Mlly  by  itself,  but  ctmpled  with  all 
the  antecedent  conduc^t  of  the  Kaja,  coupled  with  all  the 
information  he  had  had  of  the   bad  designs  of  the  Raja, 
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^ied  by  Munnihar  Sing,  and   there   assembled  a  rebel  *«  apb^itw 

'^ae^  a  list  of  which  is  given  to  your  Lordships  from  one  of 

-  -own  officers ;  and  it  appears  to  have  collected  in  a  very 

Ez  rt apace  of  time — amounting  to  the  number  of  22,190  men, 

. '.  ceaaed  afterwards  to  the  number,  I  before  had  occasion  to 

:    to  to  your  Lonlships,  of  40,000.     The  first  letter,  wa   I 

^tody  was  upon  the  20th  or  the  2 let  of  August — on   the 

.^ly  day  when  a  second  destruction  of  troops  at  Uamnugur 

^OK  placet  in  the  unfortunate  business  attempted  by  Captain 

^jKjraffire  and  Captain  Doxat,  both  of  whom  unfortunately 

^B  a  sacrifice.     The   rebels  destroyed  them   both,  and  1 

"jjak  a  hundred  and  seven  men  were  killed  at  Kamnugur. 

'%d  heads  of  Captain  Doxat   and  Captain  Mayaffre  were 

^ynck  off  and  carried  about  the  streets  in  triumph :  they 

fire  afterwards  conveyed  as  a  present  to  the  Kaja. 

On  this  day  a  letter  was  sent  to  Mr.  Hastiness.    Mr.  Hast-  i<4*ffiniiKi  m 
l^p  Bays  he  regarded  it  as  an  artince  to  gam  tune,      i  (mr  K»iii  time 
jOidships  will  be  able  to  judge,  under  the  circumstances  in 
irUchit  was  written,  whether  it  was  not  absolutely  so,  when  it 
ippears  that,  on  the  very  day — the  21st  of  August — that  this 
latter  was   written,  preparations  were   actually  making —  J,',"  iT^i'"*"* 
maling  ladders  and  other  things  are  siK)ken  of  by  the  v/it-  Mr.  iimi- 
lonom — for  attacking  Mr.  Hastings  and  the  remainder  of  his  "^' 
Mrty  at  Mahadew  Dass's  ganlcn. 

That  attempt  was  prevontcd  by  the  retreat  of  Mr.  Hast-  ihh  iftrrat 

SB  to  Chunar,  that  very  night,  when  it  was  actually  to  have  *"  ""*'' 
en  place.  It  would  have  taken  place  a  little  sooner  than 
it  actually  did,  but  from  the  circumstance  of  the  troops  under 
die  command  of  Sujan  Sing,  when  about  to  cross  for  the 
purpose  of]  attacking  Mr.  Hastings,  having  refused  to  go 
irithout  refreshment.  They  had  been  ki«pt  some  time  with- 
out footl,  and  that  retarded  the  execution  of  the  busines.s. 
ft  did  not  take  place  when  it  was  intended  ;  but  Sujan  Sing 
irith  his  party  took  possession  next  morning  of  Mahadew 
Dass's  garden  and  plundered  it. 

The  same  day  on  which  that  letter  was  sent  to  Mr.  Hast- <>**»" 
ingSy  were  three  other   letters  sent  to  Colonel    Blair   and  to  c^.  Wjiir 
Captain  M*Dougal,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  arrival  hdlJui^ 
of  the  force  from  (yhunar,  which  Mr.  llnstings  had  sent  for  {!iJJ5Jj[l.V 
to  hi.s  assistance  at    lionares — a  distance  of   alnHit  twenty 
miles  from  Benares.     That  letter  had  boon  sent  for  the  pur- 
pose of  amusing  Colonel  Blair  and  Ca])tain  M'Dougal ;  to 
represent  to  them  that  an   attack  was  meditated  that  night 
upon  Chunar,  and  that,  therefore,  they  ought  not   to  leave 
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'^^hren  to  his  troops  naturally  led  to  what  followed.     He  had  26  Apr.  179s. 
'•■'^'.•id  the  train  of  gunpowder  and  it  required  only  the  match 
5   to  light  it     He  had  instructed  his  otticers,  he  had  instructed 
-^  his  Boldiei*^,  what  his  general  purpose  was.     Tliey  could  not 
^  Imt  know  it.     They  knew  it  would  be  acceptable  to  hini  to 
31  do  what   they  did.      The  murder  of  the  chobdar,  of  the 
r:  mauhivi,  of  Lieutenant  Stalker  and  the  other  officers,  was  per- 
:  ':■  petrated  by  Munnihar  Sing  and  Nunkoo  Sing,  the  confidential 
•_^  relations  of  Cheyt  Sing.     But  does  Cheyt  Sing  afterwards 
^  disavow  it  ?     Does  he  give  up  the  authors  of  these  murders  i 
y  On  the  contraiy,  all  the  perpetnitors  of  these  horrid  [mas- iii«Hupport 
.    saores]  were  received  in  confitlence,  and  he,  in  league  with  amhon* of 
-    them,  erected  the  standard  of  rebellion ;  and,  in  all  his  letters,  ^^^"^^^* 
r    though  he  talked  ujwn  the  subject,  he  never  once  made  an 
offer — indeed   it   was  the   furthest   from   his   thoughts — to 
abandon  them  or  their  purpose,  or  to  show  the  least  disap- 
probation in  a  substantial  way  of  what  they  had  done  in  his 
presence. 

I  conceive  that  conduct  as  adopting  all  thai  had  been  done 
at  She  walla,  making  him  responsible  as  an  accomplice  in 
the  foul  nuirdors  at  Shewalla,  by  afterwards  leaguing   in 
the  way  he  did  with  those  who  i)erpctrated  them.     If  it  had 
not  been  so,  what  was  the  remaining  conduct  of  Cheyt  Sing? 
And  here  again,    though  it  is  stated  in  the  charge  what 
letters  he  wrote  afterward^,  yet  from  some  extraordinary 
circumstance  it  lia--  liappeuod    tlial  all  the  letters  he  wab  ouut 
writing,  of  a  diftercnt  description,  at  the  same  time  and  with  writ7«iHt 
the  same  pen,  which  he  was  distributing  all  over  the  country,  {Jj^JJ^v 
under  his  own  hand  and  seal,  for  the  utter  destruction  and  <'»"■> tsfi.t:. 
subversion  of  the  ]»riti^h  emi)irc  and  of  the  English  wherever 
they  couhl  be  met   with — these  letters  have  untbrtunately 
escaped  notice ! 

I  will  just  refer  y«)iir  liord.-hips  (u  the  cvidtuce  there  is 
U|K>n  this  subject  ;  and,  in  ord<*r  to  make  it  intelligible,  your 
Lordshi|is  will  find  that  at  this  time  there  were  stationed  in  Knpr****» 
the  country  immediately  adjoining  to  Benares  Knglish  troops,  tioiu*diM«r 
in  charge  of  a  part  of  tlu*  Nawab  Wazir's  (N»untry.  The 
Nawab  Wazir,  who  was  int«Miding  to  nuMt  Mr.  Hastings  iit 
Chunar,  had  direct <'<!  tlint  the  troops  \\\\o  were  commanded 
by  Knglish  ofiicers  should  be  assembled  to  meet  him  at  a 
place  called  Akberpore.  (Iieyt  Sing  had  at  this  time  and 
for  .«ome  time  before  re(»eived  int<»  his  crumtrv,  as  before 
stated,  s<»veral  of  the  nbi-l-  wIm>  had  fled  from  that  country, 
the  next  adjoining  to  his  own.     I'pon  the  breaking  out  of 


DM 
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t.  \m  own  T«b«IIioo,  bo  immedutely  foniabed  thne  fc«v 
wirt)  tnont^y  art']  frrwv|>?,  fWr  tlie  jmrj'MU  nf  cgttijg  cffti 
Kt    '    '       ^'  -Liiiooed    in  llw  ^JMav 

<  ''uiug  U)  tlic  uopttatt* 

V'l-  i-  -.'-infjft. 

In  ll)t;  hIl-U'  ul'  tiuti  i^outluu.  ^»ur  Liird^hip  wiDfioidl 

■clivc  ot-wiv-mliou  and  oAdsloDce  of  the  B«gQm«>  •temiW 

at  K'  f-it'.'vJ,   aDtl    wIitMe  Jai^irs   W(^^c  (Jose  to  tluti  aaBUj, 

.^  -  ilic   nfiWd   of  nhat  Cbc^t  titag  W  w 

-     >t'ha   hiu]   [iriMuuLil  tiiin  bebrr  uodiM 

ii>t«Ktiitm-,  and  the  mmr  (4  Chqt 


Mui-ioj 


were  o<iug  up  Hi 

tnutinvrn^  Kad  n 

would  p>   til  Chcv  ' 

tu]  account  by  Mnj<<i 
■  :!&N  nod  the  tuilottiit';    [«sl'< 
r  tlip  SOth  nf  Aii^iut  lost  tlm 

If)  ilvatit  thrc«  English   nffiri 

»«(«iv-*,  fled  tV.iiii  IViuir*-!*  sHid  mici 
kiting  all    iiem.iiu   wliu 


tinlrr.     Tlie  sepo«»w 
into  Boturw.  javbig  tier 
Bcgiiiitf.     It  ir  iotti  B 
xlJ,  and  if  to  be  foviul  >*fM* 
gf*,  thai  lie  Itad  tnii'irF««>»  »■* 
tliat  Cheyt  -^infr  had,  after  l'BM"f 
~  It*"  !.i»ndr<^I  nn^ffllf 

ily  M:t  ii{)  ih«i=t»«W*' 
outild  |Tt*art  anui  !• 
nixiir  t"  hiuj,  and,  b_v  ifgltting  nndcr  hifi  baniua^,  i-xlhprt'-.tli 
('iran^.  Ho  Itutmcd  fmtu  ihc  Bcnaree  diitrict  ibai  Cb^ 
Sing  had  snmitMnvd  tht:  Knja»  of  \\is  otrn  di<tn<.l  U  /« 
hiiD  wiib  all  ihf  tmijM  thcj*  cuuld  rni.-'e.  promirtiig  («■<( 
fay  lotlioacbeariD^iuin^,  and  a  rvuiit^oii  of  a  yiarV  mtV 
all  whii  repnin-il  In  hi*  ^Inndnnl ;  lluti  ClMn't'Siaj'*  ■*< 
WM  in  ever>t«djr'«  ntoutli ;  ilml  wrry  K»ji  m  that  •«»BI 
had  dcc-lari!>i  fur  bini. 

i~  »■■  ih.     i>r  tbr  coantry  |w<>]ilc  lining  up  liictr  nniM  and  oyiog  Oil- 
■k>  wHit  ■■  111,  ILjnay-  of  Oip  Naliolr.  Saadat  Ally  Klian.  and  ihr  B<»i«»  h 

•iiRxl  UiniuKh  Wvf  aflintrr ;  for  llie  Raj»b  Ctmi  Kint  lu<  Jc^^ii 
IhR  Bnxloh,  »Bi)  MItn  hir«  mntt  to  tile  iU>Jti  in  |>iii  iU  \.\\\*  JM* 
I'f  llic  Eoglbb  l«  ibc  nr«id,  wbrtvTW  they  ni»)  lir  fmind."}' 
gtWn—J  In  p«^  3414  there  U  thp  dcpositiun  nf  Dtuw  Shj 
'nnorlirr  fltitMlidar,  who  onnfimt^  the  report  nl  G-mirkiK*' 
idnt  loiter?  luul  iwin!  frmii  Chcyt  Sin;:  to  tdl  (be  zanilud*^ 
(ii   ihU  [iiirjio'c:— "  whcwvi-r   lhi;re  are  dqiuiuhnti  ■<> '^ 


-I-rinu*!  In  tlw  A|<feadU  hi  tb* 


^^ 


■I 
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Ki^Eogliah^  kill  and  drive  them  out."     There  is  another,  in  the  26  Apr.  1798. 

f^f.aune  page,  of  Ram  Sing,  jamadar,  who  says  that  letters  had  mid  oiT. 

i. arrived  from  Chcyt  Sing  at  Benares,  in  which  he  said — "all  *^*»«"»S"^ 

^Ttlie  English  are  cut  off;  the  government  of  the  English  is 

^l  overturned ;  I  have  taken  possession  of  the  country.     Do  ye, 

J-'  the  zamindars,  establish  your  authority  also  in  those  districts." 

"^'  It  was  likewise  publicly  reported  that  Cheyt  Sing  had  sent 

'*  1^600  rupees  in  specie  to  the  said  zamindars,  to  raise  men 

^  and  kill  and  drive  out  the  dependants  of  the  English  wher- 

■*  ever  they  might  be.      Kurdeal  Sing,  commandant,  in  page 

*    242,  says  that  the  Kajas  Ajeet  Mull,  Futtee  Shaw,  and 

^  Genoo  Roy,  had  received  25,000  rupees  from  Raja  Cheyt 

*■    Sng  to  drive  the  English  and  all  their  dependimts  out  of 

their  districts. 
\  Captain  Williams  has  stated,  in  page  262,  speaking  of  the 
f  mutiny  of  his  troops — who  rose  upon  him,  their  pay  being 
in  arrear,  stating  that  unless  their  arrears  were  paid  they 
would  go  to  the  IJegums  and  to  Cheyt  Sing — that,  while  he 
was  there,  it  was  currently  reported  and  given  out  by  the 
rebellious  Raja8  that  they  acted  in  conformity  to  the  orders 
they  had  received  from  Cheyt  Sing,  Saadat  Ali  and  tlic 
Begums,  to  raise  an  insurection  in  the  country  and  to  destroy 
the  English  wherever  they  found  them. 

Added  to  all   this,  there  arc,  in  page  253,  letters,  wliich  intercepted 
were  actually  intercepted,  in  the  handwriting  and  under  the  chfrt^Himr. 
seal  of  Cheyt  Sing  himself.     I  will  state  the  very  woixls  of 
a  letter  from  Cheyt  Sing  to  Dadjoo  Sing — 

"  (jreat  misunderstundings  have  coinc  to  pass  betwe<Mi  inc  and  the  I/etter  to 
English,  I,  therelVire,  direct  you  with  your  people  to  join  nie  the  moment  DidjojSIn^ 
you  see  this  order.  Kver}'  encouragement  and  suppoit  shall  l>e  given 
you  by  me ;  let  your  mind  be  at  rest,  and  come  with  s])eed.  Wherever 
YOU  meet  with  either  Europeans  or  sepoys  plunder  and  cut  them  off. 
Consider  this  as  particularly  enjoyned. — \Vritten  the  -Jth  of  the  month 
Baudoon." 

Superscribed    by  Cheyt   Sing  in  his  own    hand — *'Thc 

contents  approved."     The  covers  directed  to  Dadjoo  Sing 

and  sealed  with  the  seal  of  Kaja  Cheyt  Sing. 

This  letter,  1  should  have  thought,  might  have  been  men- 
tioned, as  well  as  Cheyt  Sing's  general  professions  of  sub- 
mission, of  which  Mr.  Hastings  took  no  notice. 

In  another  letter  to  the  same  i)erson,  he  says — 

"  It  appears  that  you  arc  united  with  the  Kn^dish  :  I,  therefore,  MTite  Second 
to  you  tnat,  living  as  you  do  under  my  protection,  the  taking  |)art  with  '•^twtothe 
them  will  be  attendetl  with  bad  consequences  to  yourself.      1  direct  that,  **"*" 
immediately  on  the  arrival  of  this  order,  you  join  the  liajah.  Futteh  Sing, 
and  sec  the  enemy.     In  this  only  you  will  find  your  advantage.   Consider 
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Orfcuce  tm  the  firtt  Ckargv — iJnam,-] 


« Jira  im.  tl>o  gunrd,  liiu]  uiiulc  two   nttompte  to  bimt  in  Wit 

u  :bM>^      *^*  arrii'al  iif  bla  RliulNlar,      In  co[i!>e«iueDce  df  ilut  i 

"^JU      nu  their  port,  tborc  was  dUciivorcd  nrtntlit)-  imibrlnHl 

^ftinv.      (if  prvcaatiim,  Wut   ia   which  c^Aiiily  Mr  Ila«titi^ 

concern— that  th^  twu  «omiNuiiej  whw  wont  ll»i;ni  hi 

without  uDiuiuutliuu.     Thcao  cirruinifiancoa  connrcu 

giBinl  p iin;r  witl»iiit  oinDtiinititm,  anil  the  nt^Uvtoftlu 

tojirrvMit  tlie»nueilitn-ii  rtntioning  tht'Duelvea&ethcT 

t*ii>ii  liof  ecpn)  I"  I<^-  1"  Uavtt  li^vn  invtrnniciital  in  cnnlillu^iu 

«*«iur^  peo|iIt.'  \n  'Id  what  tliL'y  'IkI.      A  mcsan^^r  tvw  Knife 

E^JJJ^l"*  [lition ;  in  iMitwi|uiinco  of  witicli,  n  pBrtr  wa#  i( 

dor^tehod,  iiD'lor  llio  command  of  Licutctuuit  ] 

MtDvey  nmaiuaitiiiD  to  the  pLict.'   \rlien>  \},\ey  wm 

The  aoldiors  of  Chcyl   Sing   tippn»ed   Lieuieiunl  1 

dctochiiicnt,  nD<I  {travuotL-d  thctii  from  inarcliiu|*  to Ui( 

onoe  or  the  two  wmiianiw   at   Shi-waUo,  nnJ  coon; 

thctii    thf   oniinwuititm.       Lieutenant     Hiirrell   ' 

iW(Bitili<'(l  ft  iKite  hack  agnio  to  hi*  own  oommiu: 
to  infonii  liiiu  tiint  bo  wns  o[>j>o*i-(i  and  tn  knur 
sbouh]  pre'*  un.     At  this  tjinu  cvt-ry  motocni  *i 
vorjr  prcciods.     Tlip  di^tanou  woe,  I  think,  a  ni!lo  tori 
^I^J^"    fnmi    ihi!  iiW«   where   Mr.   Iliuting-i  was,  and  «o 
ilp.ii>^-     cinpaod.     Upon  the  anivid  of  thi!  inc^uu-ngrr  mfliinini 
MM^U*   thin  iiitelligvuMi,  Mr  Iliutinse  inuiiedtat<tl,v  dcni    '"' 


ran 
lanl  E 
;toUi< 
coon; 

».« 


ClUt'l*iW. 


llieuiM . 
ilmlidar— [or  ihc  tniin^lii^,  tfif>  twrNinx  wIki  wriie 
ii]>oudcDci5,  wunj  (joiic — Iio   desired    \\w  cIioM.-.! 
ninimunirjilc  (n  Cbcyt  Sing  ibut   if  nnj-  mi-'lii'f 
[ic  tnu't  ho  rn:poiuiblc  for  it      At  tin-  ffitnti;  t 
cwrud  «  Diitu  ti)  Liuut«nniit  Burrtrll  trotu  Mnji<<'  Puj 
prcaa  od.     TI»c  «am«  mcwcnger,  thrrcfuro,  !-.im-ioi 
tuDRctoge.'i,  when  ho  coidc  tn  Liuoiuiuuit  BiirrcllV 
ihc  note  willi  Uitu  which  ordrrud  him   to  roarvk 
weul  uii  to  the  Raja  to  deliver  hi*   iiKSHogc.     It 
thiii  )M'rf^)ii  nho  conveyed  Ihe  iDi^csogc  was  ooc  a 
ni  tunnkiiid— u  liiMtalf,  a  buiUfT,  au  iiuolent  TcIIliw 
it  wm  all  inmilt  to  Mind  )>iicli  a  ucrfuin.     I  lu^irw, 
114;  him  wiu  nut  tla*  m't  of  Mr.  Hwting^,  hut  ol' 
liMtL    III!  was  ft\r.  Hcwliiign'  t^hobilar;  he  wusuu 
yean  of  n^,  a  Bmbnrnn,  a  iniiu  of  the  iin<l  rl.tJi«  u 
i!Oul-I  ha  *ri)l  upon  siiidi  ud  occiiBinii,  !i  tiuui  lliat 
|>cno»a  of  nnk.  one  who   ntu  twnatnntly  ti-nl  ia 
omrsD  of   tiio^wii^tw   btftweoa  oni  oonfid«ril>)« 
anuthuj ;   luid  thi»  very  |icrson(  in  all  ihe  comitil 
with  Cbejrt  Sing,  biul  m«a  consbint]^-  mdI  by  Mr. ' 
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and  a  person  of  sinnlar  rank  was  always  sent  by  Cheyt  Sing  wapr.itw. 
to  the  Kcsident.  All  messages  of  tliis  sort  were  conveyed 
by  a  chobdar  ;  and  tbcre  was  nothing  in  the  person,  address 
or  conduct,  of  this  man  that  seems  to  me  to  have  made  him 
an  imqualified  person,  at  the  time  when  there  was  little 
choice  of  persons  by  whom  to  send  a  message. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  message  was  delivered  in  an  im-  Bianncr  of 
proi>cr  manner,  and  at  an  improi)er  time;  that  it  was  deli- the mSl^ge. 
vcred  in  an  insulting  manner,  accompanied  with  expressions 
improper  and  indecent  to  the  liaja.  lie  might  interrupt  him 
at  an  improper  season — supposing  the  situation  had  not 
required  it — but  the  message  delivered  to  him  you  will  find 
stilted  in  pages  236  and  251,  in  different  affidavits.  It  is  said, 
tlie  words  in  which  it  was  conveyed  and  the  manner  were 
disrespectful;  but  the  substance  of  it  was  this — to  intimate 
to  Cheyt  Sing  that  he  must  endeavour  to  prevent  the  mis- 
ohief,  for  otherwise  he  would  bo  confined  or  be  made  respon- 
sible for  the  consequences.  This  man  was  put  to  instant 
death  for  the  insult  that  ho  offered.  That  was  what  he 
deserved,  and  they  did  "  what  everybody  would  wish  his 
friends  and  servants  to  do  upon  a  like  occasion !"  I  should 
liave  tliought,  however,  that  the  death  of  one  person  might 
have  been  sufficient  to  expiate  an  insult  in  expression ;  and 
tliat,  at  a  time  when  we  are  considering  Mr.  IListingH  to  have 
been  guilty  of  tyranny  an<l  opprc:^sion,  and  of  a  high  crime 
and  misdcmeaunur,  merely  for  jjutting  (lieyt  Sing  under  an 
arrest  for  a  breach  of  duty — for  a  breach  of  his  engagement 
for  several  years  together — that  those  who  dispute  the  pro- 
priety of  Mr.  IIa>tings'  conduct  might  yet  think  instimt 
death  a  fit  j)unishmcnt  for  an  insulting  expression.  But  the 
death  of  one,  I  should  liave  thought,  might  have  expiated 
it.  It  ha])pene(l,  however,  that  there  were,  1  think,  eighty  Mawacraor 
or  ninety  grenadier  soldiers  inas-^aered  instantly  upon  the  *******^"' 
spot.  Was  that  deserved?  Was  that  proper?  Is  that 
justified?  Your  Lordships  will  find  that,  after  all  this,  the 
conduct  of  dieyt  Sing  is  defended  ! 

My  Lonl.*,  that  massacre*  is  attributed  altogether  to  the  Tlie lua*- 
insult  of  the  chobdar.      It  is  impossible  fnnn  the  description  JJJJjyf^ 
of  the  place;  that  it  could  have  \n\.\\  so;  because  it  ap|>enrs  **g*Jg^ 
that  the  mcsssigc  delivered  was  in  an  internal  enclosure,  and  tho chobdar. 
tliat,  though  that  person  was  innnediately  destroyed,  yet,  at 
the  same  instant,  there  In  ;.»-an  a  tiring  ii|K)n  the  outer  wall. 
Your  I^ordship-  will  find,  in  all  the  accounts  given  of  this 
dreadful  business,  that  the  firing  began  upon  the  outer  wall. 


OtO  D*rffKe«  (fu  ih»  Firtt  Charyr — Avmrti  : 

■A««.iiK  ia  ft  nUoe  wbcro  it  nam  ImpoMible  tlicy  «aold  Wve  ttm  l) 
cbonW  nr  hcAiil  «  syllnblc  i>f  wlmt  be  a«ii 

Dut   it    ia  sud^"  How   diouli]  it   liappcn  tlat  ■  li 

-aim-   inoiiMUit    the     iJiobilar    yrtu   fuut<li:rod  md  the  Sn 

tK-y-:kn.  if  it  wa*  not    ocoojiMmLi]   l>v  the  ioMiil  pTW^t 

rhiibdnr  i'"     Why,  tte  nocouut  I  have  ^vca  of  tbe tafl 

titin  clcttrl,v  c:xptaina   tliat :  Wi-aUtv,  llw  (iiob<kr  hviigli 

vHiufly  left   with    Uoutciuuit  UumJl  on  nnfet  Is  jbmA 

with  hi«  (Ictachrovnt,  thv  tn((mt.-ni  hu  ilid  mank  mil  «•] 

(rotiiB  of  Cheyt  Sine,  who  Iwd  '>|>[io«c«3  hiui  atid  naAdI 

DMrcb,  trlio  koew  l&t  he  tvae  hnaj^g '^'■i"'*'***  ** ' 

ruui[«iucs  withio  Kod    that  thai  was  tht  momtiit  i^  mi 

luoe.  who  iminciliBlulj  iVnia  LhaL  oulwoid  iraQ  &nd  ^ 

Liuutunaiit   Burrelt'v   partv ;  nnd  they  killed  (wtbIt  ■ 

Thai  wu   the   n^atX.      They  ri>£jii;il  in  aod  iksbinwiM 

duUely  the  two  MunpivDJce  of  K^poya.     Eiery  nn  w*  ' 

(luni)  nith  !wivuf*v  bfirtiarity  ;  the  tiranen  and  tfWfMven 

•li:9lniyt.d  u|Mm  the  pjiot,     Thi*  in  the  stiddeii  afiny  *f  I 

funr  uf  ill*  ]K)ptilac(>  ' 

*^^^        In  ooiuc|tn;ijcf  of  thia,  llto  lUja  was  rescDcd  Bfw  li 

rTiiBiiiii     am»l ;  ho  waa  Irt  aliiwn  i<y  turhoiia  into  a  boA  bmI  W  * 

"^-  ciMivcYGd  iaii[i<Mliat«Iy  to  Ifaamugur,  a  forttiMs  im  ll»  rti 

^22Sm        '^  "'  *^*'^  nvef.     TI»o  ucxt  nocuBalioti  agunit  Mr.  Bwla 

^Sba     hAviiig  puwd  over  in  the  way  tbul  I  liuve  ^tatnl  the  Gil 

Spiijl      (rifling,  drciimatjulM  of  tlic  murder  i>f  the  •cpoy*,  is— 

■2^^^       "  That  i\\e  RajOi  h*i  ing  On]  fbr  wMy  ilurinit  >iw  tuuuill  W>  b 
^^^^^"'  the  oci(klMiurh:""t  " — 

thi!  tnniiill  vttLi  aa  nocidtiiiltil  circuot^tanvc,  niwd  «iA 
hi»  kno«rli-Jgr  or  privity :  he  flies  for  his  mm  mblcj, 
life,  aa  umcli  a*  any  biKly  else — 

"  baviiiK  Not  (<«  nfcti  ilnhnK  tbp  tumult  to  a  fnit  ia  dK  a^|M 
bnod,'ll^tbv•ullKlp■.  dii)  imnircliAtcJy,  anJ  at  liivm  indnmA^A 
■mi)  ntlier  Icttm  cii  MibmWKjin  tn  ilir  wtid  Wamn  lloitioKi.  ii^ 
ins  ikrhiuioo  U\  juMlfjr  hUitK-lf  rnno  tli«  charjici  bruuxfit  tfwo' ' 
•nd  (ilCiiring  to  *u)ioul  in  all  thinu*  w  tho  )>luaui«  iif  tlw  ^d  9» 
HH>i>it|CB,  wb«.  nevcrUidicu.  constantljr  ui<I  |Rtrvni]iti«il;  iiAad 
aiuwrr  c>r  l»  1uI4tii  Id  the  unK." 

?(ow.  mv  Lo»»I».  it  cdi^Qly  in  rerr  inie  that  Me.  & 
inffB  ret'uwd  iii  nn^wtfr  nr  to  l(»ten  to  nny  of  the*  I*tt 
If  hp  tuul  donfi  othpTwiw.  I  nlmuld  hnvc  been  rwy  tnuJi 
jj^gwy  n  I'W  to  bnvOMud  aoyiliiutr  in  liie  ^iL-fonce.  The  fir»t  of 
*«»MiMlc-tkit«  H-iise«ot  tuhiiii,  I  thiiilij  ut>ou  thff  20iJi  irflhci 
Jt^SJS  ^^  Aujjual,  (ho  iiuL9«acrc  having'  uX>iu  [dnoc  U|h>p  the  !< 
555.""'  ''^^  ^^^  ^'^'  *^™'  *"  LutiCDpODx  fruoi  Buuin^gitr,  aoee 
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f2Mmed  by  Munnihar  Sing,  and   there  assembled  a  rebel  ^^jI^itm 

rferoe,  a  list  of  which  is  given  to  your  Lordships  from  one  of 

Fikis  own  officers ;  and  it  appears  to  have  collected  in  a  very 

rifiMHTtspaceof  time — amounting  to  the  number  of  22,190  men, 

liacreafted  afterwards  to  the  number,  I  before  had  occasion  to 

rfltafte  to  your  Lordships,  of  40,000.     The  first  letter,  as   I 

jiteted,  was  upon  the  20th  or  the  2l8t  of  August — on   the 

.  .TOIT  day  when  a  second  destruction  of  troops  at  Kanmugur 

took  place,  in  the  unfortunate  business  attempted  by  Captain 

Mayi^re  and  CapUiin  Doxat,  both  of  whom  unfortunately 

.  fill  a  sacrifice.     The   rebels  destroyed  them   both,  and  1 

'  flunk  a  hundred  and  seven  men  were  killed  at  liamnugur. 

The  heads  of  Captain  Doxat   and  Captain  Mayaffre  were 

atmck  off  and  carried  about  the  streets  in  triumph :  they 

were  afterwards  conveyed  as  a  present  to  the  Kaja. 

On  this  day  a  letter  wns  sent  to  Mr.  Hastings.    Mr.  Hast-  Bcganied  m 
ingB  says  he  regarded  it  as  an  artifice  to  gain  time.     Your  Hain  tim^  ^ 
Lordships  will  be  able  to  judge,  under  the  circumstances  in 
which  it  was  written,  whether  it  was  not  absolutely  so,  when  it 
appears  that,  on  the  very  day — the  21st  of  August — that  this 
letter  was   written,  preparations  were   actually  making —  J'^VtSk'^" 
sealing  ladders  and  other  things  are  spoken  of  by  the  wit-  Mr.  Hut- 
nesses — for  attacking  Mr.  Hastings  and  the  remainder  of  his  *"'^' 
|Murty  at  Mahadew  Dass's  garden. 

That  attempt  was  prevented  by  the  retreat  of  Mr.  Hast-  hu  retrctt 
ings  to  Chunar,  that  very  night,  when  it  was  actually  to  have  **'^"""* 
taken  place.  It  would  have  taken  place  a  little  sooner  than 
it  actually  did,  but  from  the  circumstance  of  the  troops  under 
the  command  of  Sujan  Sing,  when  aljout  to  cross  for  the 
[pur])Ose  of]  attacking  ilr.  IListing.s,  having  refused  to  go 
without  refreshment.  Tliey  had  been  kept  some  time  with- 
out food,  and  that  retarded  the  execution  of  the  business. 
It  did  not  take  place  when  it  was  intended  ;  but  Sujan  Sing 
with  his  party  took  possession  next  morning  of  Maliadew 
Dass's  garden  and  plundered  it. 

The  same  day  on  which  that  letter  was  sent  to  Mr.  Hast-  <><*»«• 
ings,  were  three  other   letters  sent  to  Colonel   Blair  and  toCoi.Btair 
Captain  M*Dougal,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  arrival  jSilTto*" 
of  the  force  from  (Chunar,  which  Mr.  Hastinirrt  had  sent  for  J5*!?lll** 
to   his  as.^istanct»  at    nenare?* — a  distanco  of    alnrnt  twenty 
miles  from  Benares.     That  letter  had  boon  sent  for  the  pur- 
pose of  amusing   Colonel  Blair  and  Captain  M'Dougal  ;  to 
represent    to   them  that  an   attiick  was  meditated  that  night 
upon  Chunar,  and  that,  therefore,  they  ought  not   to  leave 
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^^*fVitfi  to  his  troops  naturally  led  to  what  ibllowcd.     He  had  26  ArR.i79S. 
?";« {H  file  train  of  gunpowder  and  it  required  only  the  match 
f  •  light  it     He  had  instructed  his  officers,  he  had  instructed 
-^"  OB  Boldiers,  what  his  general  purpose  was.     They  could  not 
r:  Kit  know  it.     They  knew  it  would  be  accepta))le  to  him  to 
:  lo  what   they  did.      The  murder  of  the  chobdar,  of  the 
'  fllAidmvi,  of  Lieutenant  Stalker  and  the  other  officers,  was  per- 
.  petratedby  Munnihar  Sing  and  Nunkoo  Sing,  the  confidential 
.-  nIationB  of  Cheyt  Sing.     But  does  Cheyt  Sing  afterwards 
,^  dOaAvow  it?    Does  he  give  up  the  authors  of  these  murders  i 
,.  On  the  contrary,  all  the  perpetrators  of  these  horrid  [mas-  ni^Hupport 
J.  Mores]  were  received  in  confidence,  and  he,  in  league  withJuihorsof 
..  iliein,  erected  the  standard  of  rebellion;  and,  in  all  his  letters,  *^""' 
'  though  he  talked  upon  the  subject,  he  never  once  made  an 
.    oflfer — indeed   it   was  the   furthest   from   his   thoughts—  to 
mbttidon  them  or  their  purpose,  or  to  show  the  least  disap- 
probation in  a  substantial  way  of  what  they  had  done  in  his 
esence. 

I  conceive  that  conduct  as  adopting  all  that  had  been  done 
at  Shewalla,  making  him  responsible  as  an  accomplice  in 
the  foul  murders  at  Shewalla,  by  afterwards  leaguing   in 
the  way  ho  did  with  those  who  pcrpetnited  them.     If  it  had 
not  been  so,  what  was  the  remaining  conduct  of  Cheyt  Sing? 
And  here  again,    though  it  is  stated  in   the  charge  what 
letters  he  wi'ote  afterwards,  yet  from  some  extraordinary 
cireunistanre  it  has  haj)penod    that  all  tho  letters  he  was  otiur 
writing,  of  a  diflTorent  description,  at  the  ^aiue  time  and  with  wria^n  at 
the  same  pen,  which  he  was  distributing  all  over  the  country,  jjjjijyjjy 
under  his  own  hand  and  seal,  for  the  utter  destruction  and ''»>'^i^»"-' 
subversion  of  the  British  eni])ire  and  of  the  Knglish  wherever 
they  could  be  mot   with — tlio«e  letters  have  unfortunately 
escaped  notice  I 

I  will  just  refer  your  IjonUhijis  to  I  he  evidt-nce  there  is 
upon  this  siibjecl  ;  and,  in  order  to  make  it  intelligible,  your 
Lordships  will  find  that  at  this  time  there  were  stationed  in  f'"^""^* 
the  country  iuunediately  adjoining  to  Benare.-^  English  troops,  tioiMfdnvar 
in  charge  of  a  part  of  the*  Nawab  Wazir's  country.  The 
Nawab  \Vuzir,  who  wa-*  intending  to  meet  Mr.  Hastings  at 
Chnnar,  ha«l  direeted  tli:it  ti»e  troo])s  who  were  commande<l 
l»y  English  oIKrers  y*hould  be  as^e!nb^ed  to  meet  him  at  a 
place  ealle<l  Akberpore.  Olievt  Sing  had  at  this  time  and 
for  some  time  before  received  into  his  country,  jih  before 
slated,  several  of  the  rebels  wlio  had  tied  from  that  country, 
the  next  adjoining  to  his  own.     Ujwn  the  breaking  out  of 
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uc^gliah,  kill  and  drive  them  out."     There  is  another,  in  the  26apk.i7»2. 
55"  ae  poge^  of  Ram  Sing,  jamadar,  who  says  that  letters  had  ^mXoF 
a::iTcd  from  Cheyt  Sing  at  Benares,  in  which  he  said— "all  »»»'^'«»»^ 
p-4  English  are  cut  off;  the  government  of  the  English  is 
^.0rtamed;  I  have  taken  possession  of  tlie  country.     Do  ye, 
^  e  sunindars,  establish  your  authority  also  in  those  districts." 
!^.  was  likewise  publicly  reported  that  Cheyt  Sing  had  sent 
'  '500  rupees  in  specie  to  the  said  zauiindars,  to  raise  men 
"^yl  Idll  and  drive  out  the  dependants  of  the  English  wher- 
^Ter  they  might  be.      Kurdcal  Sing,  commandant,  in  page 
■-JJ2,  says  that  the  Rajas  Ajeet  Mull,  Futtee  Shaw,  and 
-fciioo  Koy,  had  received  25,000  rupees  from  Raja  Cheyt 
4ig  to  drive  the  English  and  all  their  dependants  out  of 
par  districts. 

'  Captain  Williams  has  stated,  in  page  262,  speaking  of  the 
Omtiny  of  his  troops — who  rose  upon  him,  their  pay  being 
fal  arrear,  stating  that  unless  their  arrears  were  paid  they 
Voald  go  to  the  Begums  and  to  Cheyt  Sing — that,  while  he 
was  there,  it  was  currently  reported  and  given  out  by  tlie 
nbellious  Rajas  that  they  acted  in  conformity  to  the  orders 
they  had  received  from  Cheyt  Sing,  Smidat  Ali  and  the 
Begums,  to  raise  an  insurection  in  the  coimtry  and  to  destroy 
ihe  English  wherever  they  found  them. 

Added  to  all   this,  there  are,  in  page  253,  letters,  which  intercepted 
were  actually  intercepted,  in  tlie  handwriting  and  under  the  (;iM??Hin(r. 
teal  of  Cheyt  Sing  himself.     I  will  state  the  very  wonls  of 
a  letter  from  Cheyt  Sing  to  Dadjoo  Sing — 

"  Great  niisunderstunrlings  have  come  to  pass  between  me  and  the  Iiettprto 
English,  I,  thcrclVire,  direct  you  with  your  j)eo])le  to  join  me  the  moment  I^jooSliig 
jou  see  this  order.  Ever}'  encouragement  and  support  shall  be  given 
you  by  nic;  let  yom*  mind  !>e  at  rest,  and  come  with  s{)eed.  Wherever 
yon  meet  with  either  Euro])ean8  or  se])r)y8  plunder  and  cut  them  off. 
Consider  this  as  jmrticularly  enjoyncd. — Written  the  Ith  of  the  month 
Baudoon.*' 

Superscrihed    by  Cheyt   Sing  in  his  own    hand — **Tlie 

contents  ai)i)roved."     The  covers  directed  to  Dadjoo  Sing 

and  8ealed  with  the  seal  of  Kaja  Cheyt  Sing. 

This  letter,  1  should  have  thought,  might  have  been  men- 
tioned^ as  well  as  Cheyt  Sing's  general  professions  of  sub- 
mission, of  which  Mr.  Hastings  took  no  notice. 

In  another  letter  to  the  same  person,  he  .*<ays — 

**  It  anjM^ars  that  you  are  united  with  the  Kuj^lisli :  I,  therefore,  write  Serond 
to  you  tliat,  living  as  you  do  under  my  protection,  the  taking  |Mirt  with  l«*ttTtotl» 
thein  will  be  attended  with  ba<l  consequences  to  yourself.      I  direct  that,  **"*** 
immediately  on  the  arrival  of  this  order,  you  join  the  imuh,  Futteh  Sing, 
and  see  the  enemy.     In  this  only  you  wiU  find  your  advantage.   Consider 
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sarrieil  from  thence  prisouers  to  l^utteepoor,  where  the  so  Am.  170s. 
then  was.  They  were  carried  into  his  presence  at 
;  and  the  next  morning  tliey  were,  by  his  orders,  all 
butchered  in  cold  l)lood  upon  the  spot.  Fourteen 
were  brought  out  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  Sep- 
fT,  idmost  furnished ;  victuals  were  set  before  them, 
i  they  were  kept  at  a  distance  with  their  hands  tied 
i  them,  to  amuse  them  with  the  spectacle.  After  they 
Ben  kept  in  that  manntr  two  hours,  when  their  death 
nts  were  all  scaled,  they  cut  and  liacked  them  down, 
y  one ;  and  one  only  of  the  miserable  persons  survived 
I  the  stor}',  and  his  deposition  is  now  in  evidence  before 
Lordships.  This  was  the  conduct  of  this  man  upon  tlu» 
SeptcmDc-r ;  and  tlic  letter  that  arrived  upon  the  Tith 
ic]  of  those  wliich  Mr.  Hastings  is  accused  for  not 
{paid  any  atlention  to. 

ere  is  another  instance  likewise  of  cruelty,  of  an  inferior 
but  it   shows  the  rancour  and  animosity  with    which 
"ebellion   was  carried   on   against  the  lOnglish    nation. 
loldiers  of  Major  Crabbe's  detachment,  who  had  wan- q.,,^ ^„j„^ 
from  the  line,  were  taken   and   murdered  at  Gova  {""."'""JV* 
e.     I  have  stated  these  few  inst;jnces  for  the  puq^ose  of  snw nulli- 
ng that,   added  to  the  guilt  of  the  rebellion,  it  was  vImImIi"  *'"" 
.cted  in  such  a  manner  that,  if  it  had  not  been  j)receded  "ni?H*JIJ^',r 
y  misconduct  on  tlie  part  of  Cheyt  Sing,  1  should  have  i'**^*'''- 
nt  Mr.  Ilastintjs  must  have  had  very  little  sense  of  his 
to  the  Company  or  to  this  nation,  if  he  couhl   possibly 
listened   to   any   letters   written  by    Cheyt   Sing,   or 
;d  into  any  term  of  acconnnodation  with  him.   Mr.  Hast- 
lertainly  never  entertained  any  such  idea. 
the  active  ('o-oi>eratiun  of  the  Uritish  troo])s  who  came  ivrmtof 
.Hastings*  assistance,  and  who  were  engage<l  against  ^'*'*''^"^  ^""• 
t  Sing  in  a  successful  attack  upon  the  3d  of  September, 
ttar,  and  afterwards  in  a  more  decisive  one  at  th(!  siune 
upon  the  2i)th  ol'  September,    the  Kaja  was  entirely 
1  and  defeated,      lie    lied,   about  the   22d  or   23d    of 
mber,   with    a    frw    of  his    followers,   aband(»ning  his 
tt,  but  not   till  he  foiuid  he  could  not  carry  it  into 
tion.      It  is  stateil  that  ilr.  Hastings,  after  this — 

ediy,  arMtrurily  uikI  tyniiinifully,  fxpi'llcd  the  Ilujali  fniiii  those  oiuuirnnr 
ies  wliicli  lu>  luld  liy   virtue  of  tlic  i-i'pcutctl  ii^rcriiifiit  with  tho  <'iiM'atiiK 
iny,  and  to  whirh  hi:  had   not  forl'citcd  his  rijfht  hy  uny  luiH  hy  jlli'tlJri- 
ie  said  iliijnh,  done  or  omitted,  pn-vious  to  the  vioh'nt  and  iinjuHt  turiifi. 
^nment  aforesaid,  in  eonHe<|uenre  of  which  arrefit  and  expulsion  an 
war  arose,  nuich  Iduod  was  shed  '* — 
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-ittack  of  Bidjey  Giirh  ;  and  that  is  represented  in  the  next  MAra.  1792. 
-  pttngniph  to  be  criminal  in  many  respects.     It  is  stated  to 
^-'^  aare  been  an  attack  upon  the  place  ot*  residence  of  Panna, 
::  the  mother  of  the  Baja,  and  tlic  surviving  women  of  the 

fiimily  of  Raja  Chuyt  Sing  : — 

■  -  •■That  Mr.  Hastinj^s,  Ibr  the  nurposc  of  the  directed  attack,  did  order 

A  body  of  troo^js  to  march  ana  (hspossess  them  of  their  residence,  and  to 

..    seize  upon  their  money  and  effects,  without  even  nretendintf  that  they 

bad  committed  any  otFrnce    whatsoever,  and  without  even  inquiring 

'-  irfaether  the  treasure  contained  in  the  fortress  of  Hic^ey  Gurh  was  the 

—  nopcrty  of  the  said  women  or  of  Cheit  Sing ;    that  the  said  Warren 

UastinffB  did  neither  then  nor  since  alled^e  or  attcm]>t  to  prove  that  the 

lid  laaies  were  ever  concerned  in  the  remotest  de»{iee" — 


find  so  on ;  considering*  this  and  the  other  subject  that  is 
connected  with  it,  namely,  the  treasures  that  were  found  in 
it,  OS  criminal  in  variou-s  points  of  view — in  respect  to  the 
place ;  in  respect  of  the  person ;  and  in  respect  of  the 
orders  that  were  given,  and  to  the  treasures  that  were  found 
there. 

My  Lords^  the  place  was  a  fort,  one  of  the  strongest  in  Tiic  fort 
India,  erected  upon  a  hard  rock  seven  hundred  and  forty-five  ii^*Jh^*** 
feet  pcrpendiculjir,  garrisoned  by  seven  hundred  rebel  troops,  oh™t"ijinrt 
and  m  which,  when  the  Kjija  iled,  the  women  of  his  family  flunlij. 
took  refuge,  but  who  never  made  it  the  place  of  their  resi- 
dence before,  and  who  went  there  as  the  only  remaining  fort 
that  was  in  the  ])ossessit)n  of  the  rebels.     It  is  represented  as 
a  crime  in  Mr.  Hastings  to  attack  that  jdaee;  that,  when  the 
whole  province  had  been   restored  to  its  obedience,  it  was 
criminal  to  attack  the  only  place  that  stood  out,  because  itTimrort 
was  inhabited  at  that  time  by  these  jiersons.      Why,  i»y JljjS!I!|iti,o 
Liords,  it  appears  by  the  iestiuiony  of  Colonel  Gardiner  thatp'wi^'oj'* 
the  Rani,  who  is  mentioned  here,  had  the  command  in  the  iiie  RanTi 

1    

place,  and  issued  her  orders  to  the  bakhshi  or  to  the  officer**  ^"' 
of  the  forces  there,  which  consisted  of  seven  hundred  men, 
who  tired  fretjnenlly  upon  our  troops  and  destroyed  a  great 
many  of  our  men  during  tlie  course  of  a  siege  that  lasted 
six  weeks.  And  yet  it  is  represented  here  to  be  a  crime 
to  attack  that  phiee  I  What,  were  you  to  leave  the  rebels  in 
possession  of  tliat  place,  because  there  were  persons  of  this 
description  who  took  refuge  there?  Could  we  consider  the 
]iergons  in  any  other  character  than  as  rebels,  commanding  a 
rebel  fort  gjirrisoned  with  a  rebel  army  ? 

With  respect  to  the  treasure  that  was  found  there,  after  Tbetrai- 
Chcyt  Sing  had  carried  off  upon  the  backs  of  a  great  number  "nuIi>'fcIrL 
of  camels  all  his  jewels  and  a  great  part  of  his  wealth,  it 
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■  llkM  llier*  was  oIiuubLeIv  fnuiul  a  tnjk*«rr  Hi  vr\ 
r  the  uttouat  of  400fi00L  '  Tkc  oni.-n  thsl  )tr.  lUt 
inf>  gftia  apoB  thie  aalgect  u  tnadc  &  ntsttcr  of  nW  i» 
«f*uuft  Uhl  TW  l«n^  ttuc  h«  KTiiti'  w  afi|£ed  u>  Ai 
•iit9«Gt  uf  ilw  trctttfOR*  ultiinBlcIv  fMiitd  iltm.  M>d  tUd 
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to  h«rr- 
■jJBj^       S'liw.apMi  tlu*  mbjoct.  irliwli  I  ccrtwalf  etiall  net  gp  ■ 
Sly—    »  |>*rUi-uW  dctjul  uT,  t^  MiUUooe  of  «1J  1  haTe  ui  w 
31JJ»    tfau — iMit  i}i*t  tluj  letters  writU'Q  bi  (be  caaiaaabifmi 
;2S        npon  t*»"t  eubj«>t.    hcio^  of  «  iirinde  nuiim:  inil  — ^ 
B|MBpeliUc  ■abject'.  oTv  n.it  [,i   L>  -nu.i.lorrfi,  «»lli 
to  «]]  tbe  ordun    ^ 
«Htfs,rel  tint 
«nUm  in  «  ni<  l  ,,iy,  it  y  mur 

to  «otH«kr,  thnt   ■...    ^  ,^i...,.  ...^   i,wt '»fl:  ml  "^ 

tl»;«K  looked  fti,  liicrc  wili  not  be  lound  in  lb«e  btH 
■mr  onlen  to  warrant  what  wtu  done.  Jt  wm  (}i«  »t  oft 
offioeniaJ  »ciWJe»,  withoat  anv  autWtty  from  Mr.  ll^h 
to  da  it 

IImm  ON  two  letter*,  I  ttuok.  prindMllr  txstvi  «I» 
and  fawn  winch  KxtnetM  nrc  token— tho  Ltxcn  ,.f  fli^  t 
of  Ovtotwr  nwl  iho  3d  of   Navembcr.      T'    ■     ■ 
WBTO  wtittsn  priijr  l«  iho   *iiiTcndor  of  tl 
when  overiiiri-  Itad   jiutrcd   between  llli^  I{  ■ 

^f^ttmitamaiiaf  uStfr     1  nm  ji«rfrctly  raiu))-  ir.  .i^l; 

i|MdMiflN  t)>»0  icttcn  Air.  Ba-'tm^  iutinuttcv  an  idra  timliu^  iaJ 
235  miod.  prior  tt.  tu  LiiowLylpo  of  wlwt  (lio  irva^iirt  uluiBO* 
•JJJJ^  woulil  be,  that  bo  did  intoiid  thai  the  dt-ijicbiiicol  ikM 
hnic  ii,  but  flat  thuT  •l.ould  Imve  h  tlirmigb  the  oMila 
'**'  «  ro,nii»r  K""'  '■^w  "lie  "talc  tn  wbiwn  it  MinV 
jiSiirU.  " ''*>  ^^V**  *^"'  '"  ^*^  *"'"**'  '"^  write)  to  tbu  .^dinarf 
™7^  oSitt-r  dir¥L-tiiiQ6  to  mjoirc,  and  to  late  thf  vnpcr  tief^ 
8?i£S  ^^^''"*  ""Jf  lui'U»«f  «»«os  ot  till.  .Honiiv  ilial  mlj-lrt 
Uiora  bcifw  carried  •»»».  «  «>mo  had  b«on.  Ifj  ibe  irl 
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**proper  means  to  prevent  any  ntratagenis  to  take  away  a  part  26Ape.i7»2. 
'-'of  the  treasure.    He  SJiys,  '*  it  will  be  your  business  to  secure 
^  it  for  yourself  and  your  detacbnicnt ;"  moaning  that  hinK<clf 
*-and  his  detachment  should  have  it,  but  not  to  say  they  were 
■'  to  have  a  scramble  for  it,  to  divide  according  to  their  own 
-  authority ;  but  merely  intimating  to  them  his  ultimate  inten- 
:  tioDy  as  he  explained   it  by  a  letter  he  wrote  at  the  very 
.  time^  that  he  intended  it  for  them,  but  intended  it  through 
.  the  medium  of  a  regular  authority.    The  officers  did  not  wait  DivWon 
for  any  authority  ;  but  on  the  diy  after  the  capture  they  tnaHurei. 
divided  the  whole,  without  any  orders,  directions  or  authority,  Jilthority. 
for  the  purpose.     I  can  easily  account  for  why  the  officers 
;  should  have  been  induced  to  do  what  they  did.     It  appears, 
from  the  evidence  before  your  Lordships,  that  all  the  officers 
were  clearly  convinced  hi  their  mind  that  they  were  intitled 
to  the  booty  taken  under  these  circumstances  in  the  attack  of 
a  fort ;  that  whatever  they  took  belonged  io  them  de  jure  ; 
that  by  the  usage  of  the  service  they  had  always  had  it,  and 
they  conceived  it  to  be  their  right. 

I  will  just  read  one  or  two  extracts  from  the  officers'  Extnuju 
letters,  in  order  to  show  that  I  am  justified  in  that  assertion,  offloere' 
In  one  letter,  w^hich  is  in  the  286th  page  of  your  Lordships'  *®**<*^ 
Minutes,  written  by  Major  Popham,  he  says, — 

**  From  the  usu^es  «>r  all  scrvici-s  1  havc  cvit  hcurd  of  and  had  the  Major 
honour  to  bo  tMiiploycd  in,   I   was  firmly  of  o])inion  that  the  right  of     **^"** 
plunder  was  vcstt^d  in  the  captors.     The  instances  of  plunder  l)ein^ 
shared,  in  this  and  other  countries,  without  any  ))nor  api)lication  to  thu 
members  of  Government  have  been  many,  and  it  would  be  only,  sir, 
intrudin>f  on  y<.tur  putimce  to  ininiu'iute  them.*' 

And  in  the  same  letter  he  says, — 

"  They  did  not  a<lmit  of  the  d«ml)t  of  the  contents  of  the  fort  of 
Be<1jef^ur  beinjx  their  prize.'* 

In   a   letter   signed   by  forty -nine  of  the  officers,  they  ^f**fj|^ 

Bay, —  foriy-nlne 

"       ^  ofilcen. 

**  We  did  conceive  that  anv  momv  and  cfFects,  warlike  stores  ex- 
oepted,  taken  ('onscipK'Tit  lo  a  capitnlation  wa^  the  undoubted  property 
(}f  those  whose  lives  are  risked  in  the  accpiisition." 

That  letter  is  Ut  be  found  in  the  next  page.     They  say, — 

"  We  conceive  Mr.  Hastings'  hlter  U*  be  an  imajrinnry  admission  of 
our  right.  Wi*  were  int1uen«'rd  to  believi:  that  no  doubt  existed  us  to 
the  validity  of  our  pivtensions,  from  many  reiterated  precedents  in 
point  occurrinjf  to  our  retlection  to  confirm  tfiem." 

It  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  military  men  arc  acijuainted 
with  the  niceties  of  legal  di^ti^ctiou.      The  usage  of  the 
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:  rhicli  followed,  nsunely,  sonic  of  the  followers  beiiifij  plun- 26  Ant.  1792. 
:  iered  after  the  capitulation  liaJ  taken  ])lace — the  attributing 
[hat  to  this  letter  is  directly  refuted  by  the  evidence  given 
ijpon  that  sjubject,  which  shows  that  the  circumstance  which 
cook  place  was  the  result  of  a  mere  accident,  committed  in 
oonscaucnce  of  the  misconduct  of  the  Rani  herself,  in  having 
playea  with  and  deceived  them,  from  the  morning  when  she 
was  to  have  surrondorcd  the  fort  till  twelve  o'clock  at  night ; 
ind  in  consequence  of  coming  out  at  that  time  of  night  it 
was  that  some  of  her  followers  were  i)lundercd. 

With  respect  to  the  treatment  of  this  woman,  Panna,  it  isp^»«jfcof 
represented  that    Mr.  Hastings   violated  all  the  attentions  mcnt  oftSo 
lliat  were  due  to  her  sex,  [in  a  way]   particularly  offensive  *^"*' 
to  the  manners  of  the  East  and  the  respect  there  paid  to  the 
bmale  sex : — 

"  And  did  further  {m)hihit  Major  Po])l5-.iiii,  ov  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  amiy  cinj)loyc'(l  in  the  aljnvo  scn'icr,  from  entering  into  any 
Oonditions  with  the  said  inothtT  ol'  the  said  Rajah  even  for  a  provision, 
■nd  did  decbre  that,  if  sho  disa])j)()inted  certain  ex]u*ctations,  or  did  not 
inttftntly  comply  with  (•crtaiii  terms  whicli  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
proposed  to  V.it  in  ( onsrqurnr:?  of  some  overtures  from  her,  he  would 
consider  it  as  a  wanton  ;iUr()n{  and  never  would  fortrive  the  same.*' 

Now,  my  Lords,  the^e  are  pieced  extracts  from  two  dis-J^nvwi 
tinct  Ictter-r  --one  of  them  written  ii])on  the  22d  of  October,  lot  tors  or 
the  other  written   upon  the  3d  of  November;    the  first  of ?ngs"**^' 
them  beinir  a  letter  written  in    CDnscfpience   of  overtnres 
being  made  from  the  Kani,  communicating  offers  which  were 
thought  not  to   be  tenable,  at  a   time  wlicn  she  was  com- 
manding the  fort  in  (»non  rebellion.     Mr.  Hastings  sa^'S  lieT*"*.."?'', 

•11        X  1  r      1  declining  to 

Will  not  consent  to  any  ent^ai^ement  to  .settle  any  ianus  upon  outer  into 
her  not  subject  to  the  autliorily  ol'tlie  zamindar,  nor  to  enter  fork nirlv!. 
into  any  conditions  with  her  even  for  a  provir^ion.     That  i^i,  •»*<>» 'w  h«p. 
he  will  not  undertake  to  settle  upon  the  znmindar  or  upon 
the  country  any  periiKinent  imposition,  to  allow  her  cither 
lands  or  money,  as  tin;  condition  of  surrendering  the  Ibrt. 

The  .^i.cond  leltfi*  is  written  thirteen  days  afterwards, 
after  ovi.rturt*s  had  been  made  by  the  Kani  containing  new 
terms  of  aerominoihilion  ;  nnd  it  \^  tln'U  .^jiid,  that  Mr.  Hast- 
ings s:iid  that  In*  ])rohibitt'd  entering  into  any  terms  with 
hrr,  and  that  he  woiild  fon  idci'  it  a^  x\  wanton  affront. 
Now,  my  Lords,  \\\A  tin-  whole  of  that  letter.  Mr.  1  liw* '"?:''» Jr^^J**' 
in  the  most  humane;  and  attentive  manner,  immediately  i*" temw. 
accepts  the  whole  «)f  tiu;  tt  rms  she  herself  oHercd  I  He 
directs  his  ov.ii  ste^vard,  ih-.-  «i'iwan,  iuimediatcly  to  go,  fur- 
nished with  all  the  materials  for  the  pur[»use  of  eitectuatiug 
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l'^'  ittendants,  may  reside  wherever  she  pleases,  and  she  shall  be  put  into  26Apb.17M. 
5;-  MMsession  of  such  houses  as  are  her  own  immediate  property."  """ 

I,,-  Therefore,  Mr,  Hastings  did  put  her  into  immediate  pos- 
■  vWflsion  of  this  proi)erty.  In  conseqiKncc  of  that,  tlie  mother 
t^.ttnd  wife  and  daughter  of  Chcyt  Sing,  with  all  their  uttend- 
t^  ants,  were  escorted  to  Benares.  They  were  then  permitted 
'to  reside  in  every  possible  safety.     'L'lioy  were  afterwards,  Hunumitj 

by  their  own  desire,  escorted  by  Lieutenant  HamilUm  to  ***'^*'^ 
:r"  Allaliabad,  for  the  purpose  of  joining  Chcyt  Sing.  They 
:r  were  met  there  by  an  escort  sent  from  Madaji  Scindia,  in 
tf  whose  camp  Chcyt  Sing  wa^.  They  had  received  a  fifteenth 
f:  of  all  the  money  found  in  Bi<ljey  Gurh,  amounting  to  25,000t, 
^  with  all  their  plate;  and  they  expressed  in  the  strongest 
f  manner  their  gratitude  and  tliankfulness  (ov  the  humanity 
and  attention  they  had  experienced.  So  much  with  respect 
to  the  ill-treatment  of  Panna ! 

I  come  now  to  the  last  head  of  this  charge — the  arrange-  chaivo 
meats  that  were  made  subsequent  to  the  rebellion  and  flight  JmSSe^ 
of  Cheyt  Sing.     Your  Lordships  will  find  them  to  consist  of  JJSSj^t'jJ" 
the  appointment  of  a  new  zamindar,  of  the  name  of  Mehip- chwrtsing^ 
narain,  and,  a  naib,  of  the  name  of  Durbedgy  Sing,  and  the 
8CttIement  of  the  tribute,  which  was  staled  to  i)e  arbitrary  : — 

"That  he  did  further  abrnj^utc  and  srt  a;>i(le  :dl  treaties  and  a^prec- 
ments  which  subsisted  helNvccn  the  state  of  IJenures  and  the  Dritish 
nation,  and  did  arbitrarily  and  t  vmnnicullv,  of  his  Tn(-re  authority,  raise  the 
tribute  to  the  sum  of  4(K),000/.  sterling,  or  thereabouts;  and  did  further 
wantonly  and  illegally  im])os(>  certuin  o])prl■^^iye  durie.s  upon  goods  and 
merchandize,  to  tlie  jrirat  injury  of  tra<i(?  and  ruin  of  the  pKnince ;  and 
did  further  jiispn^e  of  as  liis  onvii  the  property  within  the  said  proyinces, 
Inr  grantinjj  the  s;inie  (»r  imrts  thereof  in  pensions  to  such  ]>erson8  as  he 
thought  fit." 

Now,  with  respect  to  all  thc.-«o  subjects  of  the  arrangement 
tliat  was  made  bv  Mr.  Ilastino-s  in  the  year  1781,  I  confess 
myself  I  should  rather  have  thought   that  they  might  have 
been  resorted  to  as  exhibiting  p»'oofs  of  the  wisdom  and 
policy  of  his  govcniment,  in  every  one  of  the  circumstances 
that    are    quoted.     lie  appointed  Mohipnarain.     It  is  said  AbrogttlaB 
that  he  abrogated  the  treaties  existing  l)etwcen  the  state  of 
Benares  and  the  Kast  India  t\»mpany.     AVhat  treaties  exist- 
ing between  the  8tMt<»  of  Hennre?'  and  the  India  Company? 
That  proceeds  altoir^'tlier  upon  a  misljiken  idea  of  this  being  Udnni  nnt 
an  hide])en<lent  stnlc     Cl^'yt  Sing  w:is  appointed  by  zamin- Jjjjj[jj 
dary  sanjids.     II<'  had  a  grant  given  him  of  the  zamindnry  :  »t»te. 
he  had  forfeited  the  zamindary  of  the  Company.     There  was 
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■  krt-vtm.  sod  HI  (HI.      All  which  blcwKUhed.  war  and  t 
~~      kM^  hnimtablc  to  the  nii-ctiDdnct,  violence.  i_ 

CTtiiiuuU  imprtiviilence,  of  tlic  3iu«l  Warren  flodtngi.  ^ 
^'■ns  vtu  inm><:«nt  rrom  the  bc^nniag  tii  tbe  e»L    N*] 
in  hiui,  nn-l  ilic  wIi.>lo  '^ii\lt  wa=  Mr.  HR^tingi' ! 

It  if  stnli-<I  that,  in  fxinsi^iiueucv  ni  tliu  nrrrot  uj  Otil 
non.  an  iii}jui<t  war  arose :  the  exiiulniiin  out  linTii;  m 
pk.^  Itll  after  th«  war  wm  over,  for  th«  rxpulsion»«»li 
ct<n«p<|n<.-ncr  of  a  proclanmtion  nnil  dcclurauud  iif  \m  bnitt 
Inrt'riU'J  hb  zamiiiiluy  by  hW  conJoct ;  aai  ret  it  b  M> 
with  grcut  nccunicy  thnt,  in  caasccioenee  of  tlie  emolsw 
llut  wwanjar — whioli  was  ao  erent  that  did  aoMappq 
till  afterward*.     It  ta  ntntod  tbcu  llnU — 

<**— I  "  la  »I1  ihcK  Mt«  of  rciMah^  lUmMtb.  cztonin  iiiiliiiiii  iiliW 

^^Jf      vnM,  u<l  ftinl  cxiMltiun  of  tfa.  aui]  Clwwi  Stiw  ftom  kte  ItrfiM 

STiii.   >tp.nil-»»*oiMi,mwiv  iif  wtiid.   wm  nniT  «D||]iatnI<»rfha«[^M 

-*^  MM  nanvB  lUitiiiff*  till  after  thr  Mud  i  hhiImiih.  mil  in  iMMMidi 

Be(>,t»  hun,  tiicuid  Wmti-ii  Hurtins*,  Jonv  uidQJtntniUaltvnAA 

■tilt   ll^Hi,  he  tbe  Mid    n  ftmn   Hutiatra    haa  in    man;  wd  nM 

tiMtamM  MMd  cnnlni;^  to   ihp  tntth  irjwttml  in  hbi.  (w  It*  AiA  4 

Minm  tHBUn.  to  hi*  own  dvrbml  inuc  of'  Im  ihiW.  toithaif. 

tn-atij  •^agiwi  and  cUBcmlHcd   ihi;  rltafnrter  of  tli<<  UiiliAHliMa 

India.*' 

Hinagbout,  therefi>re,  fmni  tlu?  Iicfrinning:  lo  the  «rf,lb 
wliole  a  impaled  m  Mr.  Hmiin^'f.  AJI  ttic  dsnuuWBali 
\ty  hini  Are  cotudderud  u  o:ilnrsivo  exactioo* :  nil  tiseoim 
voun  lo  euforve  tlieiu  iiro  conai(]i;rMl  oc  tvntnniiMlaBilY 
[tivMivn;  ht«  aticiuntinns  of  nutipcribrnutRCfi  ar«  rmifaM 
M  fiilw.  wic-lccil  Niiil  iiiAlicioUB  ;  hia  orrevt  w  aihttnrj,  ai 
Ills  final  iixpulnAn  n(  Iiiiu  uirivtitutea  ont'  n(  tbrcnRwi 
wliidi  bo  is  ncetupcil  Ilaving  detailed  ilII  the  evidcsco  ^ 
this  iuhject.  I  Jit  mil  roeiui  to  troublu  loiir  Ivmlihiimntf 
any  rccnjiitulutJou  of  it  V«.»r  LfrtUhfj**  w  ilJ  be  to  jtip 
hi.w  far,  in  the  (rBolin.-nt  of  Chcyi  Sing,  Jlr  Ilatliiigsa* 
in  irny  T»»\KCt  Biiihy  of  imy  Imn-hne.'w,  From  ibi-  b^m^ 
til  Ihu  end,  I  omneive  tluit,  llirougboiit,  lie  wiu  jiutifiM  itlh 
iiwuwitidn  Bgainsl  him.  that  be  wan  ju^tifinl  in  the  aW* 
um]  that  l»e  i«w  jiiBiifie'l  in  not  listcoiii^r  t«.  anj  tCTiw^ 
tt»'«iinnio.lati.>n  •ith  him  i»ftpr  »bu  (.>ot>duct  (hat  CbcrtS^ 
hiid  it>)wrvM. 
ciiMw.  Sly  L(in]«,  luiii-injr  nliscrvwl  what  rflates  to  the  jytiwil 

lr«itnicnt  of  Cbcyt  Sin)?,  I  |iraccecl  now  \o  ndvprt  to  III 
raniaiMinfT  subjwlB  thai  are  tnnde  mntliir  of  rbargo  tffut 
Mr.  Haatingi,  fiiibwiiHent  tu  tluu  eTCni.  One  of  tboki 
iniini^diotoly  niunwivil  wltJi  tlic  rcbcUiiiu,  and  nslate  to  ^ 
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attack  of  Bidjcy  Giirli ;  and  that  is  represented  in  the  next  2^  Am.  1793. 
paragraph  to  be  criminal  in  many  respects.     It  is  stated  to 
naye  been  an  attack  upon  the  place  of  residence  of  Panna^ 
the  mother  of  the  Raja,  and  the  surviving  women  of  the 
family  of  Raja  Cluyt  Sing  ; — 

"That  Mr.  Hastings,  for  the  purpose  of  the  dirortod  attack,  did  order 
a  body  of  troops  to  march  and  dispossess  them  of  their  residence,  and  to 
seise  u)>on  their  money  and  effects,  witliout  even  pretending  that  they 
bad  committed  any  oirince  whatsoe\'er,  and  without  even  inquiring 
whether  the  treasure  contained  in  the  fortress  of  Bidjey  Gnrh  was  the 
Uffuperiy  of  the  said  women  or  of  Cheit  Sing ;  that  the  said  Warren 
tfaatinffs  did  neither  then  nor  since  alledge  or  attcm])t  to  prove  that  the 
nid  ladies  were  ever  concerned  in  the  remotest  <U*giee  " — 

find  so  on  ;  considering^  tliis  and  the  other  subject  that  is 
connected  witli  it,  namely,  the  treasures  that  were  found  in 
it,  as  criminal  in  varicjus  points  of  view — in  respect  to  the 
place ;  in  respect  of  tlie  person ;  and  in  respect  of  the 
orders  that  were  given,  and  to  tlie  treasures  that  were  found 
there. 

My  Lords^  the  place  was  a  fort,  one  of  the  strongest  in  The  fort 
India,  erected  upon  a  hard  rock  seven  hundred  and  forty-five  bj?^iif*  *** 
feet  perpendicular,  garrisoned  by  seven  hundred  rebel  troops,  chSuHnK*! 
find  m  which,  when  the  Rjija  fled,  the  women  of  his  family  flwnfly. 
took  refuge,  but  who  never  ma<le  it  the  place  of  their  resi- 
dence before,  and  who  went  there  as  the  only  remaining  fort 
that  was  in  the  p(»s.-essic)n  of  the  rebels.     It  is  represented  as 
a  crime  in  Mr.  IIa>tinL^s  to  attack  that  place:  that,  when  the 
whole  province*  had  been   restored  to  its  obedience,  it  was 
criminal  to  attack  the  only  i)!ace  that  stood  out,  because  it  tim* rort 
was  inhabited  at  that  tinu^  by  these  i)ersons.      Why,  my  JjJJUrtthe 
Lords,  it  appears  by  the  le.-tiniony  of  Colonel  Gardiner  that  ^^^p^jjy** 
the  lliuii,  who  is  mentioned  here,  had  the  command  in  thetheRuS^ 
place,  and  issiu'<l  her  onlers  to  the  bakhshi  or  to  the  officer*'   *'"' 
of  the  force*-  there,  which  consisted  of  seven  hundred  men, 
who  fired  freiincntly  upon  our  troops  and  destroyed  a  great 
many  of  our  iTien   durin'X  the  course  of  a  eloge  that  lasted 
six  weeks.      An<l  yet  it  is  represented  hero  to  be  a  crime 
to  attack  that  phioc  !      N\'hat.  were  you  to  leave  the  rebels  in 
possession  of  that  place,  because  there  were  persons  of  this 
description  who  took  refuse  there?    Could  we  consider  the 
jicrsons  in  any  other  character  than  as  rebels,  commanding  a 
rebel  fort  jjsuTi>oned  with  a  rebel  armv  ? 

With  respect  to  the  treasure  that  was  found  there,  after  The tit»- 
Cheyt  Sin^  had  carried  oft"  upon  the  backs  of  a  great  numlwr  fIJ ^Je'iSri? 
of  camels  all  his  jewels  and  a  great  part  of  his  wealth,  it 
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he  faaJ  bcftfTc  given  ibem  a 

to  lu><-- 

ILinSL,     *'*""                         ••■'•'' 
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aptoi  [wWic  dut-jcote.  arc  no 
10  ftU  the  onlKps  they  <fonti 
onlrrt,  yot  thiit.  id  iW  com 
writUH  in  »  tuorc  )ixi«<t  nod 
tt*  couHdiT,  that   ittc-y  wcra 
tUty  nw  Iwkwl  lU,  tiwre  wi 
ikUT  order*  to  warrant  wliKt  n 
offioera  ikoil  mldien,  withaotai 

Tlicn  aro  (wo  l«(f«ri%  1 

jtwi  from  wlilch  cilimct*  ure 

of  Octobor  niKl  the  3d  of  ] 

woTci  writtcD  pricir  to  tluj  Mir 

wbvn  oTTTtunM  h^d  [uuool  1 

IMMH.  rf  luuiliDg  otfiwir.      I  am  pcifec 

SSiSrii..  tlw«  leltcM  Mr.  IlusUna*  ia 

ZSa         lu'iDil,  jiruir  l^i  liis  kaowledj^o 

^^^^     wuukl  be,  thai  hf  did   jnttMi 

hm>v  11;  bul  that  thur  atujuld 
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*  roper  means  to  prevent  any  estratagoms  to  take  away  a  part  2C  ArR.iT02. 
'  Ftne  treasure.    He  savs.  "it  will  bevoiir  biisino:?3  to  secure 
;-'■;  for  yourself  and  your  detaehinont ;"  meaning  that  him.-elf 
-"nd  his  detachment  r?hould  have  it,  but  not  to  i?ay  they  Avere 
—  O  have  n  scramble  for  it,  to  divide  according  to  their  own 
'-Athority;  but  merely  intimating  to  them  his  ultimate  inten- 
^ioflf  as  he  explained  it   by  a  letter  he  wrote  at  the  very 
..-jme,  that  he  intended  it  lor  them,  but  intended  it  through 
..'die  medium  of  a  regular  authority.    Tlie  officers  did  not  wait  Division 
::lbr  any  authority  ;  but  i>n  the  (liy  after  the  capture  they  "ivlwurvi/* 
;  fividedthe  whole,  without  any  orders,  directions  or  authority,  aiHilJUIfij, 
^  Ibr  the  purpose.     I  can  easily  account  for  why  the  officers 
^  dioald  have  been  induced  to  do  what  they  did.     It  ap])ears, 

from  the  evidence  before  yt»ur  L(»rdships,  that  all  the  officers 
..  were  clearly  convinced  in  their  mind  that  they  were  intitled 
.^  to  the  booty  taken  under  these  circumstances  in  the  attack  of 
,  a  fort;  that  whatever  they  took  belonged  to  them  de  jure ; 

that  by  the  usiige  of  the  service  they  had  always  had  it,  and 

ther  conceived  it  to  be  their  right 

I  will  just  read  one  or  two   extracts  from  the  officers'  Kxtnujtn 

letters,  in  onler  to  show  that  I  am  justified  in  that  asnertion.  oiilrlTii'" 

In  one  letter,  which  is  in  the  286th  page  of  your  Lordships'  *""**"•" 

Minutes,  written  by  Major  Pophani,  he  says, — 

"  From  the  ii^ui^es  of  all  s'Tvirt-s  1  hiivi*  over  hcanl  of  niul  liiul  thj»  Mnjor 
honour  to  be  enii)lt)yiMl  in,   I  was  firmly  of  oiiinioii  that  tin-  rijfht  of  ''"I'"**"* 
phinder  was  vested  in  the  captors.     Tlie  instanees  <»f  plunder  \w'\\\^ 
■hared,  in  this  and  other  eountiieMi,  withoiii  any  ])rior  application  to  tlie 
members  of  (iovernnient  lune  been  many,  and  it  would  be  only,  nir, 
intruding  on  your  patienee  to  enumerate  them.'* 

And  in  the  Fame  letter  he  says, — 

**  'lliey  did  not  admit  of  the  doubt  of  the  eonteritH  of  tlic  fort  of 
Bedjef(ur  being  their  prize.'* 

In   a   letter   signed    by  forty-nine  of  tlie  ollieers,   they  Y-"^||, 

8ft  Vf —  flirt  y-iiluo 

^         ^  (llIlClMTM, 

•*  We  did  conceive  liiat  any  money  anil  elFeets.  wiirlike  Kton^a  ex- 
cepted, taken  ronsetpient  (o  a  eapitnlation  wu<«  the  undoubted  property 
of  thobe  whose  lives  an?  ri'-ked  in  the  accpiisition.** 

That  letter  is  to  be  ibiind  in  the  next  page.     They  say, — 

"We  conceive  Mr.  llu^tinus'  htter  to  be  an  ima;^Mn:iry  adnii.ssion  of 
our  ri^ht.  \\'e  were  inHuem-td  to  ]»tliev.-  tliat  no  doubt  existed  ils  to 
the  validity  of  our  pretensions,  from  nuiny  n-ite rated  precedent!*  in 
point  occurring  to  our  reflection  to  eonfinn  them.** 

It  is  not  to  be  inuigined  thai  military  men  are  aef[uainted 
with  the  niceties  of  legal  distinction.      'Jho  usage  of  the 

3n  2 


**  I.  mi  BOnayii,^  taj 
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thai  IW  ..tli,-tr.  l»uj  ihfWB 
The  Ictten  wrii(c-H  I. 
pfrwmllv  to  nil  indmtlL 
"  [.«l>lta!  view,  nol  being  in 
*et\-  wriiteu  in  that  na 
wr'ntca  <■('  that  nntitrf.  ] 
rcforobio  t«?  tilt-  cxidanat 
BiiBtel^,  ttiat  thev  intlniaie 
intcntum.  tliniujr'li  titr  mcd 
ulRcerw  vhouM,  if  pomuttcd 
fonMruPtiuo  niKm  tbem  I  e 
■BV.— "  Wc  mv  cIcaHy  ol 
Mr.  HHthkp  iHj-e  wu  art 
ihmiigh  wliicli  Hc  arv  ia 
ijfficcf>— "  tu  Im>  the  uii-diua 
rid  gmni  nccotwary."  AikI 
(iffieett,  willwtu  any  n'runm 
of  ihc  aotrtunt  iif  the  Ltvaain 
niiture  uf  (tial  plae<>,  divid 
■  piri**,  anil  aTUTwardu  refruc 
I  Inut,  tliorcfdrp,  ihat  ni 
lit!  ii(»n  .>tr.  Hiudu|.r^  I  ^ 
(•Bieen  Ti-r  ulndng  tliw  'unpt 
liiav;  anil,  being  attlrnt  timi 
f buy  hud  ftutaiOfd  in  a  )on^ 
(ncUy  bplicTe  that  to  be  the  « 
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rfliicli  followed,  namely,  some  of  the  followers  being  plun-20APR.i702. 

lered  after  the  capitulation  liad  taken  j)lace — the  attributing 

-hat  to  this  letter  is  directly  refuted  by  the  evidence  given 

ipon  that  subject,  which  shows  that  the  circuuistance  which 

»ok  place  was  the  result  of  a  mere  accident,  committed  in 

lonacoucncc  of  the  misconduct  of  the  Kani  herself,  in  having 

played  with  and  deceived  them,  from  the  morning  when  she 

ns  to  have  surrendered  the  fort  till  twelve  o'clock  at  night ; 

tod  iQ  consequence  of  coming  out  at  that  time  of  night  it 

iras  that  some  of  her  followers  were  ])lundered. 

With  respect  to  the  treatment  of  this  woman,  Panna,  it  ispUawoof 
pqircsentcd   that    Mr.  Hastings   violated  all  the  attentions  mcnt oftho 
tnit  were  due  to  her  sex,  [in  a  way]  particularly  offensive  ^"** 
bo  the  manners  of  the  East  and  the  respect  there  paid  to  the 
hmale  sex : — 

^  And  did  further  prohibit  Major  P()])hain,  or  the  commanding  ofFiccr 
nf  the  army  employed  in  the  ahovr  .ser\'ico,  from  entering  into  any 
Donditions  with  the  said  mother  of  the  said  Rajah  even  for  a  provision, 
md  did  declare  that,  if  she  disappointed  certain  expectations,  or  did  not 
imtantly  comply  with  ciitaiu  terms  which  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
proposed  to  her  in  consc^ipu  iic?  of  some  overtures  from  her,  he  would 
DOnsiderit  as  a  wanton  ntlront  and  iif^ver  would  forgive  the  same." 

Now,  my  Lords,  these  arc  pieced  extracts  from  two  dis-i]|^rhTd 
kinct  letters  —one  of  them  written  iij)on  the  22d  of  October,  loiters  of 
fcho  other  written   upon  the  3d  of  November;    the  first  of hl^"***" 
them  beini(  a  letter  written  in    consequence    of  overtures 
being  made  from  tlie  Kani,  conununiciiting  offers  which  were 
thoiiglit  not  to  be  tenable,  at  a   time  when  she  was  coni- 
inandin<^  the  fort  in  (►pen  rebellion.     !Mr.  Ilaetings  8a3'S  he 'P'*;.'*™*. . 

.,,         "^  *  ,  1  r      1  declining  to 

Will  not  consent  to  any  eiigaij^cment  to  settle  any  lands  upon  mt^r into 
her  not  subject  to  the  authority  of  the  zainiiidar,  nor  to  enterroraprovi- 
into  any  conditions  with  lier  even  for  a  provision.     That  iji,  »*<>« 'w her. 
he  will  not  undertake  to  settle  upon  the  zamindar  or  upon 
the  country  any  i)erin:uieut  impositicm,   to  allow  hor  cither 
lands  or  money,  as  the  condition  of  surrendering  the  Ibrt. 

The  Sv'C«nid  letter  is  written  thirteen  days  afterwards, 
after  owrtuns  had  been  made  by  the  Kani  containing  new 
terms  of  aeconMnodalion  ;  nnd  it  is  thi*n  s:iid,  that  Mr.  Hast- 
ings snid  that  hi'  prohibited  entering  into  any  terms  with 
her,  and  that  \\v  wmild  ron -idcr  it  a-?  n  wanton  affront. 
Now,  my  Lorils,  iv.ul  ll:.-  wlmlo  of  that  letter.  XIr.  Hastings, tij;;*};^"*!. 
in  the  most  humane  and  attentive  manner,  innnediately  »»«»•  temw. 
accepts  the  whoh*  of  tlie  U  rms  she  herself  offered  I  He 
directs  his  own  sli'^ard.  th-.-  liiwan,  iuiinediatrly  to  go,  fur- 
nished with  all  the  materials  for  the  pur^jose  of  effectuating 


Would  il  ttot  bavc  beei 
^•»   the    Ijtrf-r    part  ooh 


.( 


li.>lJ  :. 

-ah  ._- 


il   hod   tba 

_„  -  — I  Jclaved  fto 
immt^LcIv  after  »he  li 
«awed  to  Vh>  id  upon  ana« 
aittmti'M)  ihovu  to  Jicr 
•  maiKin  tu  liiui  tJmt  somo 
iltrm]  in  cotninj;  not  of  tb 
frill  bra  '"  state  to  j-iior 
linl«  mitti  it  i«  rcpr«w>t)t 
Tu  iiuuuuiity  u[>iwi  tliM  tice 


^.!    .!,o..M 


That  «M   ': 

moment  aiic  <-<  . 
Iiad  caiiitnluuMl  and  ri^iurei 
2*?  *V  "tlcntion  to  hor     Ik-mdoy  i 
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'•"•Itendantfl,  may  reside  wherever  she  pleases,  and  she  shall  be  put  into  26ApB.i7n. 
r    pOMesuon  of  such  houses  as  are  her  o^\ti  imniediato  property."  — 

Pf,  Therefore,  Mr,  Hastings  did  put  licr  into  immediate  pos- 
>  eeflsion  of  this  property.  In  consequence  of  that,  tlic  mother 
::  and  wife  and  daughter  of  Cheyt  Sing,  with  all  their  attend- 
■'  ants,  were  escorted  to  J^cnures.  They  were  then  permitted 
'    io  reside  in  every  possible  safety.     Tliey  were  afterwards,  Huraanftj 

by  their  own  desire,  escorted  by  Lieutenant  HamilUm  to  ^****"^ 
r  Allahabad,  for  the  purpose  of  joining  Cheyt  Sing.  They 
r  were  met  there  by  an  escort  sent  from  Machiji  Scindia,  in 
T  whose  camp  Cheyt  Sing  was.  They  had  received  a  fifteenth 
:.'  of  nil  the  money  found  in  Bidjey^  Gurh,  an)ounting  to  25,000/., 
:  irith  all  their  plate;  and  they  expressed  in  the  strongest 
'  manner  their  gnititude  and  tliankfulness  for  the  humanity 
and  attention  they  had  experienced.  So  much  with  respect 
to  the  ill-treatment  of  Panna ! 

I  come  now  to  tlie  last  head  of  this  charge — the  arrange-  charge 
Dients  that  were  made  subsequent  to  the  rel)ellion  and  flight  USSgeiJ* 
of  Cheyt  Sing.     Your  Lordships  will  find  them  to  consist  of  "^^^jj*"??' 
the  ai)pointment  of  a  new  zamindar,  of  the  name  of  Mehip- Choytsing^ 
nor^n,  and,  a  naib,  of  the  name  of  Durbedgy  Sing,  and  the        ' 
settlement  of  the  tribute,  which  was  stated  to  be  arbitrary  : — 

"That  he  did  further  ahro^i^ate  and  set  aMtlo  :dl  treaties  and  agree- 
ments which  subsisted  between  the  state  of  lleuares  and  the  Hritish 
nation,  and  did  arbitrarily  and  t  vrnnnirullv,  of  lii.s  nic  n>  authority,  rai.^e  the 
tribute  to  the  sum  of  KKMHH)/.  strrlin;^,  or  thrnabouts ;  and  did  further 
wantonly  and  iUeirally  ini])o.s(.*  (■ert:iin  oppri  >>ive  (hitirs  upon  goods  nnd 
nierchan(h/e,  to  tb<*  ^^rcjit  injury  of  tradr  and  ruin  nf  thr  pnnnnee ;  and 
did  furtht-r  (hspn^e  of  iis  his  own  thi*  ])ropcrty  within  the  fiaid  provinees, 
Inr  f^ntin;;  the  «-riine  or  i.aHs  tbeirnf  in  pensions  to  such  |>erson8  ns  he 
thoujfht  fit." 

Now,  with  respect  to  all  those  subjects  of  the  arrangement 
tliat  was  made  by  Mr.  Ilastiiiijrs  in  the  year  1781,  I  confess 
myself  I  should  rather  have  thought   that  they  might  have 
been  resorted  to  as  exhibiting  proofs  of  the  wisdom  and 
policy  of  his  government,  in  evi-ry  one  nf  the  circumstances 
that   are    qu(»tcd.     He  appointed  Mehipnarain.     It  is  8aid  ^i^S^S^ 
that  he  alirogated  the  treaties  existing  Iwtwecn  the  state  of 
Benares  and  the  Kast  India  Company.     AVhat  treaties  exist- 
ing between  the  st:it<'  of  Henares  aii<l  the  India  Company? 
That  proceeds  alto^etlicr  uptm  a  mistaken  idea  of  this  being  ||^.nan«  nnt 
nn  hulejiendeiit  stnle.     Cheyt  Sing  was  appointed  by  s'-J^niin- JJiISSJu 
dary  saniwl^.     He  had  a  giant  given  him  of  the  zamindary  :  i»t«te. 
he  had  forfeited  the  zamindary  of  the  Comiwiny.     There  was 
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?*>::  aubjects  of  coni?i(lcratioii  at  the  time  when  Cheyt  Siiig2«iArRj792 
•J^i  forfeited  it,  and  they  had  to  look  out  for  a  new  person. 
^.'ii'j  ehipnarain's  niotlicr  stood  next. 

r"  Mr.  Hastings  states  that  he  had  entertained  doubts  about 
IT;:*  preferable  rights  either  of  the  mother  of  Mehipnarain,  of 
^   10  nusband  of  that  mother,  or  o;  Mehipnarain  himself;  and 
l^«iat  he  had  intended,  if  it  had  been  matter  of  contest,  to 
_,"iwe  referred  it  to  the  whole  body  of  pandits  to  decide  ;  but 
^'^hiit  was  rendered  unnecessary  by  the  surrender  made  by  the 
'l^^aoAer  and  her  husband  in  favour  of  the  grandson,  Mehip- 
^Mvain.     The  consequence  was,  he  was  left  the  person  next 
^jantitled  in  succession  to  the  ziimindary  :    he  wiis  the  person 
^'dboscik     He  was  at  that  time  a  minor,  and,  in  point  of  per- 
^tonal  talents,  not  qualified  for  the  situation.     He  had  been 
-  kqpt  secluded  from  the  world  and  business  by  Cheyt  Sing, 
'-perhaps  out  of  policy,  and,  therefore,   not  very  capable  of 
'  GOnducting  liis  affairs;  therefore,    Durbedgy   Sing  was  ajv 
pointed  naib,  but    who  turned  out  afterwards  to  be  very 
5  unfit  for  his  situation.     He  was  cho.^en  only  because  lie  was 
the  father  of  the  Raja.     I  hope  it  will  appear,  in  cxcrcL-ring 
that  part  of  his  duty,  that  ilr,  Hastings  paid  proper  atten- 
tion to  the  rights  and  interests  of  all  persons,   and  every 
attention  to  the  province. 

With  respect  to  the  tribute,  he  raised  the  tribute.     HeCiiarBeof 
was  about  to  make  a  new  contract.     It  was,  undoubtedly,  tribute.  ** 
competent  to  the  Company   Xo  make  a  new  contract  upon 
any  terms  they  thought  fit ;  and,  when  a  new  contract  was 
made,  it  was  but  reasonable  to  consider  Avhat  was  the  real 
value  of  the  thing  they  were  about   to  grant.     As  to  the 
mode   of  determining   what   the  value  was,  Mr.   Hastings  Caro  of 
applied  to  all  the  l)cst  documents  that  could  be  got  for  tliat  lilji  tS,*"*" 
purpose.     Cheyt  Sing  ha<l   taken  out  of  the  country  with  JjJJJ^JJJ^JJ^j 
him  almost  all  the  accounts  of  the  revenues  of  the  zamindary.  thoKamin- 
There  were  a  few  left  behind,  which  Mr.  Hastings  obtained 
from  the  Resident,  containing  an  exact  account  of  the  collec- 
tions in  the  prior  year,  amounting  to  fifty-three  lacs.     There 
was  another  account   that  was  delivered  to  him  by  the  new 
naib:  an<l   also  another  account   of  mu  onicer  who  ha<l  for- 
nierlv  been  in   the  einnlovment.      Kroni  those  he  ascertained 
what  was  the  actual   pnxhiee  of  the  zamindary;  and,  after 
de<lucting   every  possible   expense,  an<l  after  restoring,  what 
lijwl   been  laid  itside  l)y  Cheyt  Sing,  |the  allowances  assigned 
to  di.s(res.<ed  families  and  nirn  of  piety  and  learning,  by  which 
he  recovered,  toj  •i2:>  families  in  great  indigence,  the  buiall 
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--  •*::  cribe  the  f^enerous  conduct  of  that  Government  to  ours  in  many  signal  2()  Apr.  1702. 
3  .- stances  which  stand  recorded  on  our  consultations,  and  will  be  univer-        

aBcknowle(*4ged  as  such,  when  time  shall  have  effaced  the  j)rejudices 
which  they  have  been,  and  perhaps  still  are,  represented  by  some  ; 
''  -  ■  nd  to  him  I  owe  the  intluenrc  which  I  myself  possessed  with  the  late 
r^.-Jewan  Denianger  Pundit,  and  its  cil'ncts  while  he  was  livinp^.     In  the 
.^  ame  spirit    of    common  attaclnneut,  Hi^isunibt^r  Pundit,  the  younger 
" fiother,  went,  instructe*!  by  me,  to  Chimnujee  Hauboo,  the  commander  of 
he  army,  employed  last  year  in  the  jirovince  of  Orissa.  and  assisted  Mr. 
-..    Anderson  in  liis  nep)ciations.     In  all  these  instances,  I  have  considered 
and  treated  them  equally  as  the  friends  of  our  Govenunent  and  the  faith- 
■  All  servants  of  their  own  ;  and,  wherever  I  have  been,  one  or  both  have 
been  my  constant  attendants.     If  these   services  shall  be  admitted  as 
.  meritorious,  althrmgh  tluy  should  be  ascribed  to  motives  of  personal 
..  lespect  to  myself,  still  let  it  In*  con^dercd  that  it  was  in  my  character  of 
•"  the  first  and  executive  nuMubcr  of  ouv  st;itc  that  I  received  such  instances 
■  ■    of  it,  or  could  have  the  nieims  of  ius])irin;r  it ;  and  that  I  doubt  whether 
a  national  attachment,  in  an  alien  1)rr-asr,  can  either  ;xn)w  or  sul)sist  on 
any  other  principle.     Tor  all  these  uniterl  reasons,  1  have  thought  it 
incunil)ent  upon  me  to  re(romj)ense  the  merits  of  this  family,  hy  tlur 
'     seasonable  grant  of  a  ])ublic  income  derived  from  the  settlement  of  the 
:.     {iroTince  in  which  they  resided,  nnd  in  the   recovery  of  which   to   our 
authority  they  have  made  to  tbeinxlvts  so  near  an   interest.     The  first 
of  these  |)ensions  is  a  jaghir  granted  to  Heiieram  Pundit,  of  the  yearly 
amount  of  rupees  i\'),(MK.).     I   have  already  ac(|uairited  tlu*  Hoanl  with 
the  faithful  services  of  this  man  :ind  his  family  during  the  late  troubles, 
which  I  can  take  upon  me  to  nssurc  the  Hoard,  whatever  was  (mr  opinion 
of  them  at  the  time,  an<l  however  re])ugnaiit  it  may  be  to  our  national 
cliaracter  to  regard  any  situation  of  affairs  with  the  eye  of  despondency, 
were  consitlered  universally  by  all  but  «jurselves,  ecpially  ]>y  friend  and  by 
foe,  as  utterly  desperate.'** 

It  will  be  recollected  that  this  person  was  the  .servant  of 
the  Berar  Kaja,  whose  army,  c^>llsi^«tlnG;  of  *3(),00()  horse,  had 
been  inactive  upon  the  fVontier.s  of  JJengal,  entirely  by 
mean.sof  the  as<i>tan(e  obtaincMl  throngh  the  medium  of  this 
person. 

The  next  pension  was  in  favour  of  IJundoo  Khan,  whose  J<un«Juo 
name  is  affixed  to  a  jaj^ir  of  two  hundred  a  year.      [Mr. 
HastinjTd  says  of  liim]  ;  — 

"  lie  is  an  inhabitant  of  the  town  of  (.'hiniar.     lie  attended  Captain 
Blair  in  the  iinfortunnte  aUi-mpt  on  Utmniagm-,  and  in  the  battle  fought 
at  Patei'ta  ;  i'lnl  was  (if  uuk  h  srrvire  to  that  ofliccr  on  both  oecnsions,  Aiwistancc 
by  his  l\nt)wl«'(lg«'  of  the  gnMuid  and  by  a  natural  good  understanding,  *•  JJJJaIS!*'* 
which  (iiabl'l  1;  111  to  Mpply  that  knowh-dyc  to  the  incidi-nts  hefon*  him.  **      ««•«• 
This  man   siigifesred  the  <'\pe(liiion,  which  was  aftenvards  fonnetl,  to 
take  jjos-t  x-^imi  of  the  jmssrs  l\ing  brhind  Lutteenoor  by  an  unknown 
und  b<"'H  i  roTitr,  aiul  \\:.s  hini^ell'the  guide  of  tlu^  uetachments." 

Your  L(n*<lshlp.s  will  recollect  that  the  battle  at  Patteeta, 
upon  tlu^  '20\l\  of  Sej^tember.  was  that  ^vhieli  endrd  in  the 

*  Printed  in  the    ■  Miniiteti  of  the  Evidence/'  p.  LW. 
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MimpoTP.      I  know  f)r  certain  that,  on  the  riniioiii'  beinp:  S])rea(l  in  20Arn.  17W. 

Btf»  member  last  that  five  jwr  cent,  was  to  Ijc  levied  on  every  article,  by  the        — 

■  "  .  WStums  of  the  hononrahle  the  (ioveiiior  (ieneral,  that  the  principal 
"^  ■  van  in  the  Dcccan  immediately  ordered  their  Gomastahs  to  stoj)  all  their 
*^«to  at  Patno,  and  to  send  their  ^oods  by  the  route  above-mentioned, 
_  the  duty  of  ^xa  par  cent,  was  continued.  I  bef]f  leave  to  lay  before  your 
*    nunaUe  Board  another  ])ro])ositi(>n — whether  it  will  not  be  judicious 

''  'i  nduoe  the  five  per  cent,  to  two  and  a  half  on  our  own  staple  com< 

'-^'  loditieffj  viz.,  broaa  cloth,  Eurv)pcan  irt>n,  steel  and  copper." 

c  .'.knd  that  letter  of  Air.  Markham-s  stating  this  is  the  evidence 
'  .:hat  was  given  before  your  Lord5'Iiii)s  to  prove — 

-  ^Tliai  Mr.  Hastings  had  wantonly  and  ille«;ally  im])osed  certain  oppres- 
sive duties  upon  goods  and  nK^rchandize,  to  the  great  injui-y  of  the  trade 
^llld  ruin  of  tlie  province ;    that  the  general  regulation  (A'  a  five  per  cent. 
^*^ihlty  fid  valorem,  instead  of  a  duty  according  to  the  weight,  were  opjires- 
i^alre  duties  in  the  province,  because  it  was  found  that  in  mare,  cinnamon, 
^flloVes  and  silk,  it  was  found  to  be  two  and  a  half  too  much.'' 

^  JLnd  there  tliey  stop  in  the  evidence.      If  they  would  have 

.  Iieen  so  good  as  to  have  read  to  the  end  of  it,  they  would 

7  ^ve  found  that  the  order  made  by  the  Board  immediately 

'  pireycnted   any   possible   bad    eft'cct,   because   the  propo.-^jeil 

.  alteration  immediately  did  take  efl'ect  of  reducing  the  duly 

from  five  to  two  and   a  half:    and,  consequently,  all  po.«=^- 

rible  inconveniences  from  this  was  prevented.      The  regida- 

tion  was  immediately  adopted  by  the  Board. 

It  appears,  in  tlie  very  same  computation  from  whence  the 
evidence  is  taken  to  ])r()ve  the  imposition  of  oppressive  duties, 
to  the  injury  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  country,  that 
it  was  immediately  jji-evtuted  takinjr  effect ;  and  then,  after 
it  had  taken  effect  with  the  improvements,  lookini^  at  the 
whole  regulation,  it  has  a  rontr.iry  effect,  by  regulating  the 
duties  and  the  customs  in  a  way  that  operated  very  benefi- 
cially for  the  country. 

It  appears  in  e\i(lence  before  your  Lordships,  or  if  it  does  Rcrorcnce 
not  It  will  be  i)n)Vod,  that  ilr.  Hastings  referred  the  adjust- j*,Ia\^uJIl|'or 
mcnt  of  the  rate  of  duties  to  mi'ichants.      With  resi)ect  to  {npj^JJJlJJJ,'** 
nonic  internal  duties,  that  were  found  to  be  of  a  mistdiievous 
and  impolitic   nature,  that   rather   operated   as    encoumge- 
ments  to  vice,  and  those  which  operated  to  prevent  the  reeort  «^„j^  |^ 
of  pilgrims  into  the  country  by  laying  a  tax  upon  them,  oiiprwuive 
Mr.  Hastings  removed  them.      He  has  relieved  the  country   "  ** 
from  all  that  were  oppressive  duties ;    and  those  that  were 
continued  were  regulated  in  a  manner  to  1)0  beneficial  to  the 


*  T/etter  of  W.  Murkham,  Kosidcnt  at  IWnitivs,  to  the  C'oiincil,  dated  :2<ith 
of  March,  17S2.— rrinted  in  the  ''  Minutes  of  the  KvidvnciV*  p.  2W7. 
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■  -  irrcars  from  one  of  thej^o  defaiiitciiv,  Durbejcy  Sinoj,  tliu  20  Apr.  i7p2. 
moil  and    ordinary    ninns    were    taken    tliat  are  taken  iiu- arn^nr* 
1    every    defaulter    in   tlic  public    revenue — by  l^ittin^  hVjrySink-. 
lard  on  tlie  out. side  of  the  walls  of  his  cr'inlen  :  he  had 
luee  and  garden  of  considerable  extent.     That  is  stated 
a  great  hardship  and   a  gr^at  opjiression,  when  at  that 
e  he  owed  80,0()0/.  to  (Jrovernnient.     That   they  should 
.  a  guard  over  him  and  arrest  him  in  that   sort  of  way,  to 
•cure  the  payment  of  a  debt  due  to  (lovernment — that  is 
o  made  a  subject  of  c.hnrg<\ 

With  res^pect  to  the  t-it  nation  of  the  eountry,  it  is  thenchargpof 

-,ted,  Jis  a  conclu:?ion   of  the  whole,  that  the  eountry  was  till* mmtry 

luced  to  utter  desolation  and  ruin  bv  the  acts  of  Mr.  Ilast- 

gg;  that  the  f'onsc(iu('nee  i>f  all  he  did   in   this  provmee, 

wards  Cheyt  Sinir  and   toward.^   the  country,  operated  to 

-oducc   tlie   ruin  of  the   country.     No  evidence  has   been 

.ven  of  that,  exee[»tin;X  <>idy  the  letter  that  Is  extracted  in 

le   31  st  paragraph,   which,  your  Lordshijis  will  recollect, 

escribes  the  temjiorary  elfeets  produced  by  the  bad  govern- 

lent  of  an  individual,  and  which  would  be  corrected  by  the 

Binoval  of  that   individual.      He   was  removed.      Another 

erson  was  ai)pointed.    New  regulations  were  adopted  ;  and, 

ifltead  of  its  having  operated  to  the  ruin  and  desolation  of 

bat  country,  from  tiiat  time  to  the  i>resent  the  country  has 

€en  gmdually  increasing  in  poi)ulatiou  and  in  wealth. 

Your  Lordships  will  recollect  that,  in  consequence  of  tlie  KsiabiiHii- 
rrangements.  made  by  Mr.  Hastings  at  Henares  in  the  year  "ivH nnd* 
781,  a  civil  and  a  criminal  court  of  justii'c  were  established.  I'""rty** 
riie  kotwali  was  taken  from  the  persons  who  had  abused  it, 
nd  established   under  the    conduct   of   a  person,  who  has 
requently   been  m(;ntioned,   who    has  administered  justice 
Q  that  place  with  a  degree  uf  purity,  perhaps,  unrivalled 
hroughout    India — not    exceediMl     in   any   country    in    the 
vorld — in  a  way  that    has  not  produced  a  single  complaint, 
s  one  of  the  witm.-ses  stated,  frouj  that  time  to  this.      The 
onduct    of    that    ex<*ellent    magistrate    and    the    |)olice    oi' 
ienares,  reguhited   in  such  a  manner  ever  since,  has  been 
he  admiration  of  all  persons  who  have  since  visited  it. 

With  resjK'ct  to  the  tribute  that  is  stated  to  be  oppres- } -^""w of 
ive,  that  tribute  has  i)een  collcet(rd  from   that  time  regu- uimrv^ive 
arly  to  the  present;  every  farthing  has  been  realised,     jt^""^*"* 
lad  been  proved  to  have  been  all  paid,  except  the  balance 
[uc  from   that   ])L'rson    I  stated   that  died   indebted   to  the 
]!ouij>auy.    It  is  proved  l^y  Mr.  Iknn  to  have  been  regularly 


*~'-Ho», 


^^. 
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fit  subjects  of  consitlcratioii  at  the  time   when  Cheyt  Siiig-'^ArK^Toj 
Iiad  forfeited  it,  and  they  had  to  look  out  for  a  new  person. 
Mehipnarsiiu's  mother  stood  next. 

Mr.  IIa8tin<rs  states  that  he  had  entertained  doubts  about 
the  preferable  rights  either  of  the  mother  of  Alehipnarain,  of 
the  husband  of  tliat  moiher,  or  of  Mehipnarain  himself;  and 
that  he  had  intended,  if  it  had  been  matter  of  contest,  to 
have  referred  it  to  the  whole  body  of  pandits  to  decide  ;  but 
that  was  rendered  unnecessary  by  the  surrender  made  by  the 
mother  and  her  husband  in  favour  of  the  gmndson,  Mehip- 
nanun.  The  consequence  was,  he  wjis  left  the  person  next 
intitled  in  succession  to  the  ziimindary  :  he  was  the  person 
chosen.  He  was  at  that  time  a  minor,  and,  in  point  of  per- 
aonal  talents,  not  (|unlified  for  the  situation.  He  had  been 
kept  secluded  from  the  world  and  business  by  Cheyt  Sing, 
pcrhnps  out  of  policy,  and,  therefore,  not  very  capable  of* 
conducting  his  affairs ;  therefore,  Durbedgy  Sing  was  aj)- 
pointed  naib,  but  who  turned  out  afterwards  to  be  very 
unfit  for  his  situation.  He  was  chosen  only  because  he  was 
the  father  of  the  Raja.  I  hope  it  will  apj)car,  in  exercising 
that  part  of  his  duty,  that  ^Ir.  Ha^^tings  paid  proper  atten- 
tion to  the  rights  and  interests  of  all  persons,  and  every 
attention  to  the  j>rovinee. 

With  re.'»pect  to  the  tribute,  he  raised   the  tribute.     HeCiiawof 
was  about  to  make  a  new  contract.     It  was,  imdoubtedly,  tribute.  **" 
competent  to  the  Company   to  make  a  new  contract  upon 
any  terms  they  tho^l^•ht  fit  ;  an<I,  when  a  new  contract  was 
made,  it  was  but   reasonable  to  consider  what  was  the  real 
value  of  the  thing  tliey  wen?  about  to  grant.     As  to  the 
mode   of  detennining   what    the  value  was,   Mr.    Hastings  cmrc or 
applied  to  all  the  best  docuujcnts  thai  could   be  got  for  that  hlj;*""^ 
purj)Ose.     Cheyt  Sing   ha<l   taken  out  of  the  country  with  JjJJ^'JJf^'/.^f 
liim  almost  all  tlie  accounts  of  the  revenues  of  the  zamindary.  tho /amiu- 
There  were  a  few  left  Ijchind,  wiiicii  Mr.  Hastings  obtained 
from  the  Kesident,  containing  an  exact  account  of  the  collec- 
tions in  the  prior  year,  amounting  to  fifty-three  lacs.     There 
was  aiioth<'r  account   that  was  <](;]ivcred   to  him  bv  the  new 
nail):   and   al-'o  anoth<*r  account    ol*  an  oHiecr  who  had  for- 
nifrlv  bet*n  in   thr  finnlovinent.      Krom  ihost*  lu^  ascertained 
what  was  the  actual    pro«lure  of  the  zamindary;  and,  after 
deducting   every  pos-ible   expense,  and  after  i'esU)ring,  what 
had    been  laid  jlmjIc  by  Chcyl  Sing,  [the  allowances  iuVigned 
fu  di.^(res.^<*>l  familir>  and  mi>not'  piity  and  learning,  by  which 
lie  recovered,  to]  :(2o  families  iu  great  indigence,  the  tniall 


>.  •'■  •■     ;•   -V    .   T'.'i--.'  •'.  P.iJ) 

iscribe  ti.c  ::•  r.T     «      •  •'.     •     -.-.,;     ..  ..^   .  ..  -  ":; 'r.aiiv  >iuv.:il  •:=  \-.  u.'?.^:'. 

Instanrt*  V. ';.  •-•.•.:  ■  '.     •        •      ■  .     ■   ■     -  v.     •   ;  u.';   '..  uirvis-         — " 

sallv  a'kr:  'a"-  _    !   .•  -  -       ■   •■       -"    !  ••:.•'.  ::  r    jt.  ■v..r..v> 

with  whii  }i  T!  •  y  :.  .  ..•"■:      ;  -    -■..'.   :..   .  :■  ;  r  -.  ::'    i   !  \  >.*v!«-  : 

and  to  hi^t.  1  •  •  .  •        ■■'.-.  •,  i  ■    . .  .    •    .,  .v.-  \\  ■•)   ;];;»  l.-iii 

Dcwaii    !>•.!•  j:  _••:    !•      -     .     .    -        •  •.;i^  '.  •   :\^.     In  tin 

same  s|iirii    -:  ■    .■•  ■  ■.  I'--  ■.    V  .•  '..*.  ;■•.•    y-w.-^i- 

brother,  wt lit.  •    -••     •  -     '      ■   •  .'      IV.   '     ■.  t:.    .    ■■.:■•.:. tj. 1.  r  .t" 

the  iiniiy.  1  ii;; '  y-  '.      x-  ■ .    •        -       ■.  ..:   n:;^....   ,:i,l  ;.  ,>.>«, .]  .Mp. 

Anderni^!!  in  1.-  -  :.  .  -.     !       .'.  •    ■      .-.-•:.!    t  >.  I  I'.itvf  i'.»n>i»lfnMl 

anil  trt'ar* '1  •'.•  ■  •"  .  :    •      ^        -.Mi '\!  r-iiMir  :.iul  ilio  taith- 

ful  scrv.in'- •  :  :•.    •  •!.•:•■■      I   :,.v.   :i  • ::.  :-iu- nv  liotli  hi\«' 

been  nv     .•>-■:•     •-  ■         •-      1:   •:    .     -.-v  ,,  ...:;;   1„.  :i,lniiiii-,l  ;i> 

leSjKN-t  Xn  i:.\ -■  ".!.   ••..-.        '  .'])■■'   '■'    »».  <      ii    i.iy  rh.nai  Ut   o\ 

the  fir*«t  :ifj>:    •.     •.*■..'         '    .     :  ■!;   '  i  s.    v  i\  >  d  MU-li  insiaiiirs 

of  it.  nr  r-  ■  !  :  '  .:"      "  '"■-;'  •■._  .*  :   ;i!:i  lli;.l  I  ilnulil  wlullur 

ft  natioiiiil  :.t"i- '  •:    •••.    ■.      r:      ..  .-".  -an  i '.'In  r  ■:'.i'\v  «.r  *'iil»».i>i    u'l 

anv   otln  r  ;::.:.,      i  •"  •  '       ■•!:'■  \   :    iniM'«.    I    lja\i-  tli.n-'ht    ii 

ini'iiiiiWi'iiT     1-    •!!    .    ■■   *  ■    :     -    !!i-     ".::  :!r-  ni    till-'   lannlx.   Ii\  tin- 

SvUM'li.ihif  J..*."    ■■:    :•■  ;  ■  ■  :.       '.'    ■!      \<:\   Ii.H!    !lu'  *»»•!  I  !'aiii'!H  <»r  lip- 

pniviTi""  :■  •  '■  ii  •=■■*  .••:.:.• 'I  '  r  *'' •  tii-mtv  nt'ulpt'li  tu  our 
authi-ri'y  t!.«  v  "' .  v-   \-  .'    *■    •'    :  ■  '■-.:     :"    inti'ii^  .     Tin-  lii^' 

of  thf""'  ]!•:>■.■  :i-   ■>  !.:.:•  >.    •■'     i  *••  Um- !:':n   IMi'iiiii.  tit"  tin*   \rarl\ 

atnoiiiit  «'t  I  i;«'-  i' ■.""".  I  i-  *.  ::\  ■.■.ly  ■.■  (|Mi.ii''ii  tin-  Unnri!  with 
thf  iMthtu!  ""I*"  "•  I  T'.-'*  ::.  *•  ;  :.'i  h'-  j.'M!!]\  I'.'ii- n-,'  ili:-  l-ilr  tnmlilcs. 
%vhii*h  I  <'MJi  r  k-  ,  f.  I'.m-  :•>  :  ->.i;rr  tI;i'  Hi  :iii'.  \\  !i:if!\i  tw.i-.  our  npinion 
f»f  th'-m   :;;    ;..»    '.      ■.  an-'  I;  •\.-.  vi  i    !■•■;  ivnant  it  r.av   la-  In  unr  iiaiiniial 

I  ■ 

I'liarirNrv-  ?•  j  ■■:  'y  ":*'■  -i  "i  "i  J'tl:  :>  w  I'li  i!n-r\t'iit"  ili'^|Hin(l<iwv. 
\vc*rr  (■■■II-  :  ■  i'.  ■  •  -  •  '■■•  ■'.I  'h'I  i;ii  «■  !\  (■'.  i«|ii.ill\  li\  li  i<-ii<l  ;iriil  l»y 
foe,  11*  n»'"  I 'y  •:•  *:  ■  m''  .*' 

It  will  li"  n  ••••111  i-ii.  il  iliat  tlii'  pi  ixm  wa-  tin*  ;('r>:ml  dl* 
xXiO  I*(T:ii'  \\.\\\\.  vJin^i-  anny,  «'(»ii-i>tini:;  mI'  .*!(». ()(M)  Imr-r,  IkmI 
liccn  in:u:i\i'  in  on  lli--  i'mnlirr-  of  jirniral.  iiilircK  l>v 
lUCan- t'l*  til-  :i  -i-lMii' «  lilt  il:.*"!  llr.'nii'jii  llu-  iiirirniiii  t>\'  \\\'\i 
pMVnii. 

Tlu*  ihvi  |nji<*i;iri  WM-   in   JMMnir  of  i>in)i1nn  Klian,  wlin-c  i|«i'i.i..., 
luiiiif  i.-  atlixrjl   to  a     ia'^ir  «■!'  (wo  Inindrcil   a    N«'ar.       'Mr. 
Ila.-liiiL^s  -av-  c»i"  i.lto  I  . 

••    II-     .•  .  1.   ■'     ..  'I.:.!:.-    ■■      :":;••    t-'  Ml  nl     C'l:.:.'.        11  r  ;,!  |  ,;iil.(l   (  "aj^t  aiii 
W\,\A'  if  '    I    i  ■'■■■I.'.-           .■       t,i|i!  ini   !i:'i!i!;/u..  .on'  im  'In    InlMf  fiMi^lit 
j'T    V.i'''.''-   :       "l   •■•   I-..'     '.:       'i    ■-.  I  \   ■ '•    !..    l:iil    .-lilii;   iii    I'  •!  Ii  •!■  i' i*«i"Us,  ,\».si^la^u•l• 
|lV  I:  ■"•  '  :  ■  ". '•  . "  ;      .1     P..      ■,.!■!     .1  >'il    !t\      in-tl.     :1    ;   «il|.liT^t::n:liIli4.  :>t  «'"■  ''i'ttlo 

\\  liMii  I  .  .  .  Ill  .  ■■;  i»   ■  .  >-\'    !■••*■'   tl'  •  ,11.  ..,   Hi  •«  !•(  liTi'  hiiM. 

'I'l.  ■.    ».    •<    ■  ■  .-.r*  •■    '1   '   ■■     '^i       •  "11.  '.. !  ;■•'!    w    •    .  |i«T\variU    roiiiii'W.    til 

'■  '  •    ; •    • ':  ■--■        >   f  •    Im  ".  fill   l.ii!'i  ri'tor  li\   ail  ii!il»ii"\\  li 

i.i!   .  •       I     :,'!  .   ■  I     !   •■■,  .    .   1,;'..  .    Ii    I  '-r  .■  iiiilf  I'l    I  In-  ill  t  arllllli  111"'  " 

Viiiir  l.«r'Niii|.'  will    rocollirf   ilial  fiso  hallL'   al    PattiM'ta, 
ill.   ii    !];•    '.Mill   mI'  >.-|i1i  ioIm  I .  W.I      ili.ii   wiiiiji   cinli  li    in    llii> 

•   rrinh'l  mi  rlif      Mniuii'*  •■!  !h«'  l-Milt'iici-."  p   1"»V. 
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3>-injm.  iHtii)  during  tlic  |M>Tiod  uf  hi*  time,  tuitl  ibc  awntrr 
tlnw  to  !»•  in  a  flourutiing^  tfUtc     Ytmt  l^jrdtWp'i 

£«J2~-J  lite  mid>-neu  of  Mr.  IWnn  upon  ihat  iiutnccL    Uk 
_^^     319-     HfwMMkcd  — 


•"*"".;"' -^  nSl 

'■'<""'  ^JlWfl 

iiUirr  ■  ■■.-vlrf 

If--'  ■         :   .  -,-    - - ..-..ikJii 

nfK  in  tlT  ;•'"  1,^1  aii.i  IJsj"  '  i  fi^KikJ  io  itji  j«iira«rf 
ii>  tb«  }iu*  \,M  anU  17^.  tuid  the  doMriptioa  tint  I  te 
■i|<|irw*  (11 W  u  *]»|>]ic»btc  tft  tbOM  j«*n  h  thr  >tttun ' " 

My  L«r^.  Ihal  U  tbe  coiioti?  thnt  was  mlwid  I 
uhI  <]eM)btl(i»,  of  whicli  an  accouut  in  giren  uii  w  ti 
l7Hfi:  In  "(ir  tif  the  lj.l«t  dociimenta  iJiat  »  R 
irUUve  to  tlw?  tiatc  of  this  ettuatry.  wltkli  ii  dfthd 
fith  of  Novi-mbtr,  UltO,  I  find  vrittcn  by  the  ikes 
dont  BS  roUoWA, — 


a  nutiinl  MH|wrl  r 

TClhllDlniNU  X^\"  • 

Bdmil  urininf  (>}!' 
Lmbliip  ihtt  xiir.  iuii  '■ 
kfltnled,  nocxitUuiii  U>  Uiv  L'  ' 
•<r  Ibr  B^»h-*  life  bf  tl>r   : 

XtTitJ  kitd   tritlicill  uiJI    \:.: 

mMditiK  tht  fUDil*  wHidi  V. 
iHUr  of  th*  'J^  or  ApriJ.  ' 
jiDiir  Uwlifaip  that  I  tx^.  ■. 
niaatnt  in  ftMctnt  tu  tic  in  .. 
a«  tbis  moat,  dtbu  id  tlw  st^ 

illyti 


v/ti 


:li-  rr,LVrtoarf] 


il'JTt,  unriuiuldr IW 


natrAaL 


iwm  your  l.nriUliiji  i 

This  if  ilio  Iiislwy  o{  Ihe  i-nuntrv-  up  to  tho  ].reieal 
Wtlhoul  lining  tJiroagd  tliB  iiUton-  of  tlic  uilennfsJUie p 
of  it,  it  13  ciMiogli  for  toe  lo  stale  tJwt  lit.-  vtUi>\t  M 
^  ttihtite.  wliioh  is  utated  Id  hkvc  been  ■'  arbitriu-ay  mi  q 
nioftlly  "  inipoAcd  by  Mr.  HiMtiaas,  to  nuw  it  to  the  fl 
im,(HML  •terliiie,  luu  be«ii  fouDO  to  be  such  ae  tlm  v 

*  l^tbrr  ft  i.  Itanean.  ttaMrnt  at  Itounv,  tu  I.0H  Cnniii^h.  ta 
Niivember.  ITM.— Priaiodiii  ihe  *  UinnMcur  thu  Ifriiiwpi.'^  Ill* 
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could  well  bear  and  the  zjiinindurs  rcf^uhirly  l)ay,  loaving  thcMAriLiTitt 
country  in  II  l)rogrc^?s^vc  state  of  iiii])n»vc*meiit.  If  it  could 
1)0  so,  I  ratliur  think  that  ought  to  he  stited  as  a  benefit 
derived  to  this  country,  whore  this  nation  has  received,  in 
conscquenco  of  the  arrangements  made  in  1781,  in  a  period 
of  ten  years,  above  1.70(),0()()/.  more  than  it  would  have 
received  under  the  former  arrangements.  And,  surely,  if  a 
contract  was  to  be  made,  and  could  easily  and  ,iu^tly  be  made, 
by  which  that  lu'iieiit  was  U)  be  derived  to  the  country,  it 
could  hardly  be  stated  as  a  nwitter  of  charge  agJiinst 
Mr.  Hastings  that  lie  should  '' arbitnu'ily  and  tyrannically" 
raise  the  revenue  to  that  sum.  This  is,  I  believe,  the  whole 
subject  before  your  Lordships  u])on  this  Article. 

The  arnuigement**  that  havci  been  made  by  iVfr.  Hastings  i^^rraanoiicc 
do  all,  I  believe-  -or  the  greatest  part  of  them — continue  to  inga'^iir- 
the  jiresent  day.  To  this  dav  Ab'hipnarain  is  contiinicd  the '^*'*^'""***' 
zamindar,  t1i"n'-!i  tlii-  Artirlc  eharL'"i">  that  Chevt  Sinn:  wa« 
im justly  expel h(l  fVum  the  zamindary.  If  he  was  so,  I 
should  think  it  wo:dd  be  very  dittleulr  to  show  why  he  has 
{?o  long  remaiiMcl  an  unjustly  expelled  man,  withcmt  any 
nttemj)t  for  a  period  of  ten  years  to  restore  him  to  that 
countiy.  Mehipnarain,  who,  it  is  charged,  was  improperly 
appointed  by  ^Ir.  Hastings,  is  still  continued,  and  is  the 
zamin<lar  to  this  dav  bv  the  nubile  authority.  That  tribute 
whieh  is  stati^l  to  b(»  unjustly  raised  has  been  received  by 
the  (\»mpany,  without  an  idea  of  anybody  to  reduce  it  to  a 
lesser  sum.  All  the  rcL^ulations  of  the  countrv  as  to  the 
duties  are.  antl  in  every  respect,  eontiiuied  to  the  present 
hour.  Xc)  guilt  belnngs  to  I  he  nation  for  all  this,  because 
great  advanlagi*  is  derived  to  tlu'  country  from  it.  You  have 
an  unfaithful  per.-on  ex]nlled  from  it,  who  l)roke  his  engage- 
ments with  the  (N'Tuprniy  and  justly  m(?ritcd  what  has  hajj- 
pened.  In  every  other  resju'ct  the  country  has  been  united 
to  us.  in  a  way  that  adnuts  of  no<langcr.  The  military  lb rcc, 
insteatl  of  rennlnirv/  nnf>n  th(»  thn«ad  of  dependence  of  a 
temporary  eh:iraeter  on  tlu'  Kaja,  has  now  i)een  united,  in  a 
manner  to  h'av*'  n«'  danger  in  a  frontier  countrv  in  its  union 
with  this  statr.  The  revenue,  the  population,  theconmieree, 
the  polie*',  ihe  Justire  of  tln^  country — in  i^very  respect  have 
been  hapj»ily  :idministi'red.  No  ill  eonse(|uenee.«  of  any  sort 
have  attended  any  part  of  the  ari-sing(»ments  made  by 
Mr.  Hastings. 

Haviu!.:  "*»w  L^me  throuKh  both  the  heads  of  the  change — 
that  whieh  rvlates  to  the  personal  treatment  of  Cheyt  Sing 
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